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PREFACE. 


**  The  Bride  of  the  Nile  "  needs  no preface.  Oiily  for  pro- 
fessional asöüciates  liave  I  to  reiuark  that  I  have  been  encour- 
aged  by  the  opinioii  of  the  excellent  De  Goeje  to  adhere  to  my 
own  supposition  tliat  the  word  mukauhas  Stands  not  for  tbe 
name  bat  the  title  of  the  man  vhom  the  Arabic  authoritiea 
that  I  have  had  to  consult  designate  as  the  one  who^  as  vioege- 


power  the  province  whicFi  had  been  intrusted  to  his  Charge. 
The  researches  dedicated  to  the  Mukaakas  by  0.  Karabaoez^ 

nnfortunately  for  me,  were  iio  longer  available. 

I  shall  be  blamcd,  with  justice,  for  transplantiug  tlie  cid 
Horns  Apollo  (llorapollo)  into  the  R'veiith  Century  by  every 
one  who  regards  the  eoinj^of^i  r  of  the  '  *  liieroglyphiea "  as 
identioal  with  the  Egyptiaii  .scliolar  of  the  same  name,  who, 
according  to  Suidas,  livtd  uuder  Thoodosius,  and  who  ulready 
mentioned  by  Stephen  of  Byzantium  at  the  close  of  the  fifth 
centnry*  And  vet  the  first-naiaed  lexicographer,  Studa^^  enu- 
merates  the  works  of  the  grammarian  and  commentator  on  the 
Greek  writers  llorapollo  withoat  mentioning  the  Hiero- 
glyphica,'^  with  which  only  we  are  here  concemed^  and  all  the 
other  ancients  who  take  note  of  Horapollo's  name  Tas  does  0. 
Lcemans  too,  the  greatest  adept  in  hierogl}']7lücal  lore)  allow 
US  füll  liberty  to  accept  two  Ilorapollos,  the  second  of  wbom 
may  weil  have  lived  in  the  sevenlli  contury,  since  in  his  day 


ters  muöt  have  been  lost,  as  we  may  take  this  for  the  fourth 
Century  after  Clirist,  if  we  consider  that  well-executed  hicro- 
glyphical  inscriptions  have  been  preserved  from  the  time  of 
Dedus,  two  hnndred  and  fifty  vears  after  Christ.  The  Egypt- 
ian  commentator  on  the  Greek  writers  hardly  needed  a  trans- 
lator,  while  hieroglyphics  seem  to  have  been  first  mtrodaced 
into  Greek  by  Phüip. 

Our  conjectiu'e,  aocording  to  which  the  author  namcd  after 
the  Egyptian  llorus — son  of  Isis — came  from  Pliilae,  the  Island 
of  Isis,  npon  wliich  tlio  heathenish  Eg}7)tian  worship  was  Tory 
long  ])ra('ticcd,  aiid  where,  al??o,  som*^  knowlcdire  of  writing  in 
hieroglyphics  existt'd  np  \o  ii  late  pericxl,  gives  his  true  relation 
to  the  cpoch  of  our  seiection.  Geoegb  Ebebs. 

Odolter  Ut,  im 


rent  of  the  Byzantine 


delivered  over  to  the  Moslem 


already  any  familiär  acquaintance 
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CHAPTER  L 

MEMPHIS. 

The  half  of  a  luBfcmm  had  elaped  sinoe  ligypt  bad  snc- 
cmnbed  to  the  younff  power  of  the  Arabs,  grown  up  with 
iinlieard-of  vigor  and  rapidity.    An  easy  prey  it  had  fallen 

into  the  hands  of  a  well-trained  little  band  of  Moslem  warriors, 
and  the  fair  proviucc,  which  shortly  before  had  been  an  ovmi- 
ment  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  and  the  triiest  supporter  of 
Christianity,  now  bclonged  to  the  Caliph  Omar,  and  had  to 
ßubniit  to  seeing  the  crescent  exalted  everywhere  by  the  side  of 
the  cross. 

But  seldom  had  a  hotter  Bummer  oppressed  tiie  tmhappy 
land;  and  the  "Nile,  whose  increase,  as  titwtkys,  had  been 
awaited  with  featal  preparations,  on  the  seventeenth  of  Jone« 
that  "night  of  trlckling/'  had  hitherto  deceived  the  hope  of 
the  Egyptians,  and  instäd  of  rißing  dwindled  daüj. 

In  tnis  tune  of  anxiety — on  July  lOth,  of  the  year  643  a.  d, 
— a  Caravan  from  tho  north  mfKle  its  entrance  into  Memphis. 

In  that  desolate,  deca}dng  Uily  of  Iho  "f^yramids,  which,  iike 
the  leaf  of  a  mighty  reed  had  develo])ud  in  iength  only,  since 
limitö  Ivdd  been  set  to  its  incroase  in  breadth  by  the  Kile  and 
the  Lvbian  mountain  chain,  even  this  small  oaravan  attract^d 
the  attention  of  pa-ssers-by,  whüe  in  the  Memphis  of  fornicr 
jears  hardij  womd  it  haye  been  deemed  worth  the  tronbie  to 
lift  np  one's  head^  fhough  the.main  street  (more  than  a  mfle 
long)  as  f ar  as  eye  conM  reach  had  been  alire  with  rows  of 
wagons  freighted  with  merchandise^  stately  trains  of  yehicles 
drawn  by  oxen^  glittering  hoats  of  imperial  troops,  or  endleaa 
procescdons. 

The  mcrchant  who  rode  in  front  of  the  caravan  on  a  drome- 
ciary  of  choieest  hreed  was  a  slim  Moslem,  clad  in  white  silk. 
An  ample  tnrban  covf'rffl  the  smali  head  of  this  man,  and 
threw  somewhat  into  ßhaduw  the  refined  features  of  bis  oldisb 
face. 
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The  Ej;ypüaii  who  as  guide  kept  abreast  of  the  merchant 
apon  a  mmble  little  asB^  looked  otten  and  admiringly  into  his 
iSce,  althongli  it  was  not  handsome^  with  its  simken  cheeks^ 
sparse  beaid^  and  large  esßle  nose,  for  it  was  hghtal  iij)  by  two 
eyes  beamhig  with  intellSenoe  and  kindlv  feeling.  But  this 
delicate>loolmig  old  gentleman^  vhose  beneyolent  featnres 
showed  maiiy  a  furrow  drawn  hy  pain  and  sickness,  knew 
how  to  cominand  and  enforce  obedience  to  his  will,  as  was 
manifest  from  the  firm  sei  of  his  thiii  lips,  and  tlie  zeal  with 
which  his  iiod  was  olx'ved  by  the  haughty,  bearded  warriors 
who  followed  him,  armcd  to  the  teeth. 

Hiö  Egyptiaii  attendaiit,  tlio  cliicf  of  interpreters  or  guide,  a 
surly,  brown-ökinncd  Mcnipliito,  ciu  vcd  his  Dack  whenever  he 
chanced,  unawarcs,  to  come  closc  up  to  the  wild  dromedary 
riders  as  though  ho  expected  a  cut  or  a  thrust,  while,  to  the 
merchant  HascMm,  the  owner  of  the  carayan,  he  chatted  fear- 
lesaly  with  the  garrulity  of  Ms  class. 

"  How  well  acquainted  you  are  here  in  Memphis,''  said  the 
Egyptian,  after  the  old  gentleman  had  expressed  his  astomdi- 
ment  at  tiie  melancholy  change  and  deoline  of  the  city. 

Thirty  yeais  a^o/'  rephod  the  merchant,  my  büsiness 
nsed  to  bring  me  nere  freqnentlj.  How  many  honses  now 
stand  empty  and  xeady  to  tumble  down  that  one  coiild  only 
get  into  those  days  by  payinff  down  hcavy  gold!  Everywhere 
mins!  Who  has  so  miserably  del'aced  that  beautiful  church? 
I  know  from  General  Amr  himself  that  not  a  Single  Christian 
house  of  worship  was  touched  by  our  mcn. " 

It  was  the  principal  church  of  the  Melchites,  servants  of 
tho  emporor,"  cricd  the  guide,  as  thondi  herein  lay  sufficient 
explanation  of  what  had  been  done.  The  merchant,  however, 
did  not  take  it  so^  but  asked,  Well^  and  what  is  so  bad  iu 
their  doctrine?** 

''What?''  cjaculated  the  Egyplian,  and  his  eye«  began  to 
sparkle  wratlif  ully.  "  "What?  tlicy  dismembcr  the  divine  per- 
son  of  the  Saviour,  and  attribute  diücrent  natures  to  it.  And 
besides,  all  tho  Grocks  in  the  coimtry  here,  before  your  peogle 
put  a&  end  to  the  abomination,  supported  by  tne  imperial 
power,  treated  us^  the  lords  of  the  land,  like  daves.  They 
oroye  ns  into  l^eir  churches  by  f  orce,  and  all  who  had  Egypt- 
ian  blood  in  their  vcins  wero  dealt  with  as  rebels  and  lepers. 
They  mocked  at  and  brandcd  us  as  lieretics  on  account  of  onr 
faitfi  in  the  indivisiblo  nature  of  our  divine  Sarionr." 

**And  thf^rofore,"  interposcd  tho  merchant,  jiist  as  koou 
'  had  driveii  away  the  Greeks  you  prooeeded  agaim>t  them 
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and  iheir  hoiises  of  worsbip  lese  mildly  than  we^  whom  joa 
B^agmatize  as  *  inMels/  had  done  against  you,** 

^'l^dnesstowaidÜiem!"  replicd  the  Kltx  ptian,  scornf  idly, 
castmg  an  evil  eye  upon  the  demoiished  edilice.  They  haye 
reaped  what  they  have  sown,  and — praised  be  the  Saviourl — 
whoever  now  in  Egypt  does?  not  b(  liovo  in  yoiir  one  only  God 
confcH.sc's  now  tlio  07ie  natiire  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  You 
chased  away  the  Melchite  factiou,  and  then  it  was  for  us  to  hiy 
hands  upon  the  houses  of  their  wretched  Saviour,  whum  they, 
at  the  Syiiod  of  Chalcedon — let  them  be  accursedl — divested 
of  llid  heaveuly  digmty. 

JSfeietiibßleBB,  the  Melchites  are  your  comiadea  ia  Öie  faith 
^ther  are  Chiistlans/'  said  the  merchant. 

Chxi^iäamV'  repeated  the  guide,  contemptnously,  shrug- 
ging  his  shonlderB.  They  may  hold  themselyeB  to  l)e  sucht 
As  for  me  and  eyerybody  with  me — great  and  small  m  all  the 
land — we  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  at  all  justified  in 
Styling  themsclves  Cliristiana  and  our  comrades  in  the  faith. 
Tliey  are  all  aocursed,  and  must  be,  witli  tlieir  hundred,  no, 
thoiisand  ot  devilisli  iHT^t^ies,  whieh  would  make  of  our  God 
and  liedeenier  a  tliing  iiko  yon  idol  on  that  stone  po.st  over 
there.  Above  it  is  a  cow,  below  a  jnan;  and  Avliat  rational 
mau,  I  ask,  can  pray  to  such  a  mongrel  crcature?  We  Jacob- 
ites,  Monophysites,  or  whatever  eise  they  choose  to  call  us, 
yield  not  a  time  of  the  diyine  natnie  of  onr  Lord  and  SaTionr; 
and  if  üie  old  faith  is  to  be  done  away  vith,  then  I  shall  tum 
Moalem  and  be  a  convert  to  your  great,  only  god;  for,  before 
I  ever  give  in  to  the  lu  i-e?:y  oi  the  Melchites  l'd  rather  let  my 
wife  and  child  be  hacked  to  pieces!  Who  knows  what  may 
happen!  Many  an  ad  van  t  age  too  would  come  from  belonging 
to  your  party;  for  you  havii  the  2)ower,  and  are  able  tokeep  itl 
We  are  ruled  by  foreigners  anyhow;  and  who  would  not  rather 
pay  the  lesser  tax  to  the  wise  and  sound  cali])h  at  Medma  Lhan 
the  great^r  one  to  that  sickly  Melclütc  broud  of  emperors  at 
Couatuntiuople?  The  Mukaukas  George  is  certainly  no  bad 
man;  but  judging  from  the  brief  resistance  he  made  to  you  he 
is  of  the  sazne  opinion.  As  pious,  upright  people,  our  neigh- 
bors,  and  likely  of  Üie  same  stock  onginaily«  he  prefers  you— 
I  know  it  through  my  brother — ^to  those  Byzantine  heretics^ 
flayers  of  meu  and  blood-hoimds;  and,  at  the  same  tune,  the 
Mukaukas  is  as  good  a  Christian  as  anybody." 

The  Arabian,  meanwliile,  hnd  listened  attentively,  with  an 
occasional  sly  smile,  to  the  Mernphite,  who  was  forced  to 
break  off  his  discourse  by  the  duties  of  his  calhng.  Now  the 
BgyptiftQ  directed  the  caravan  into  an  aveuue  which  led  to  tk9 
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Street  1  jing  parallel  to  the  stream^  wheie  wexe  dtnated  some 
handsome  residences  surroimded  by  gardens. 

As  sooQ  as  man  and  beast  began  to  step  upon  the  better 
pavement,  said  the  merdiant:  I  used  to  oe  well  acquainted 
with  the  father  of  the  man  whose  name  you  called  just  now. 
He  was  a  wcalthy  and  at  the  same  time  well-disposed  man,  and 
of  bis  son,  too,  I  heard  only  what  was  good.  Does  he  still 
bear  the  title  of  goyemor — or  how  did  you  call  it  just  now? 
Mukaukas?" 

**  Certainly,  master!"  answorcd  the  interprcter.  "  There 
iö  no  older  faniiiy  Liuiii  Idä  in  Egypt;  and  if  cid  Menas  were 
rieh,  Mtxkaiikas  George  is  much  more  so  through  mberitance 
and  the  dowiy  of  bis  wife.  A  more  judidons  and  fmr  govemor 
we  can  not  wish  f or.  He  looks  dosely  to  bis  subordinates  too, 
although,  to  be  sure,  bis  bttsiness  is  no  longer  discharged  mOx 
bis  nsiml  dispatch;  for  although  he  is  harmj  older  than  I  am 
— ^and  I  am  nearing  sixty — he  is  hardly  ever  rid  of  sickness; 
and  it  has  been  months  since  ho  was  sccn  oiit-of-doors;  evcn 
when  your  governor  wants  to  sec  him,  he  comes  across  from 
Over  there.  It  is  a  pity  aboufc  that  man;  and  who  do  you  sup- 
pose  has  been  the  ruin  of  that  finc  frame  of  his?  Why,  no- 
Dody  but  those  Mckhite  honnds!  Just  ask  np  and  down  tlio 
Nile,  long  a^^  iL  is,  after  the  author  of  a  midt'ortune,  and  you 
will  always  get  the  eame  answer.  Wberever  the  Melchite  or 
the  Greek  enters  tbere  the  grase  etops  ^rowing!" 

But  barm  to  tihe  Mnkaukas,  tiie  higbest  dcputy  of  the  em^ 
peror!^^  exciaimed  tbe  Arabian.  Tbe  otber,  bowever,  inter« 
ruptod  him,  aseeverating: 

Thiuk  you  tbat  be  was  Bafe  from  tbem?  They  did  not, 
indocd,  touch  his  own  person,  but  it  came  in  a  worse  way;  for 
in  an  uprising  of  the  Melchites  against  our  party — it  was  in 
Alexandria,  and  the  late  Greek  pat  riarch  Cyrus  tuok  a  hand  at 
the  game — two  sonsof  his,  two  streng,  liandsome  fellows,  were 
ßliot  down  like  mad  dogs,  and  this  has  broken  him  down  com- 
pletely. 

"Poor  man!"  sigbed  tbe  Aiab.  '^And  is  no  otber  cbild 
left  to  bim?'' 

*^  Oh,  jm,  mr,  yesl  A  eon  and  tbe  widow  of  the  oldest  one 
Idlled.  She,  indeed,  w^mt  into  a  convent  after  ber  busband'a 
death,  bat  ber  cbild,  httle  Maria^  abont  ten  jears  old^  sbo  left 

with  her  grandparents. " 

"That  is  fmeT^  cried  the  mercbant;  "ehe  must  baro 
brought  sunshine  into  tlie  house/^ 

"  Of  course  she  did,  sir!  Any  wav,  there  is  no  lack  of  joy 
there  j  mt  at  tbis  time.    The  only  ö  ur  viving  son,  Orion  by  namci 
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cikuie  home  day  before  yesterdiiy  from  Constantinople,  wliere 
he  has  buen  für  a  long  wnile,  aaid  this  has  put  life  into  tliiiigs. 

the  city  went  cra^  over  him.  Thousandfi  went  out  to 
meet  him  as  tboagh  he  had  been  the  SaTionr.  Ardies  ot 
triumph  were  erected  in  Iiis  honor,  and  even  my  f olks — ^Ühere 
was  no  talk  of  holding  back — all  wanted  to  aee  the  son  and 
heir  of  the  gieat  Mukankas;  and  the  women,  of  comse^  took 
theleadl'^ 

(t  Yonr  toTir/'  said  the  Arab,  seems  to  ßay  that  the  new- 
oomer  is  not  worthy  of  such  honor.** 

**  That  is  accordmg  to  how  one  looks  at  it.  At  all  events, 
hß  is  the  only  son  of  the  first  man  in  tho  conntry,*' 

**  But  does  not  promise  to  be  liko  Iiis  father?'* 

"  Well,  I  don't  know!''  cried  the  other.  "  My  brother,  an 
ecdesiastio,  the  snpenntendent  of  onr  high  Bchool^  was  hia 
teacher,  aiid  says  that  he  has  neyer  met  with  another  head 
eqnal  to  Orion's.  Ererything  came  easÜj  to  him,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  was  as  oüigent  as  any  poor  child.  Marcus 
tiiinks  that  we«  his  paieuts,  and  his  native  city,  Memphis, 
have  a  right  to  cxpect  fame  and  honor  from  him;  but  I — 1  see 
the  pliadows  too,  and  I  teil  you,  women  arc  going  to  tum  hia 
head^  aud  in  the  eud  ruin  him.  Handsomo  lio  is,  morc  elcgant- 
looking  than  the  old  man,  at  his  age,  and  ho  takes  advautage 
of  this,  and  if  a  pretty  girl  comes  in  his  way — and  there  is  ono 
forever  in  his  path — 

Then  the  young  scapegrace  catches  at  the  bait,''  laughed 
the  Moslem.  ^'If  there  is  nothing  more  than  that  to  make 
you  anzions  abont  him>  I  am  glad  f  or  his  sake.  He  is  jonng, 
and  the  hke  is  a  matter  of  course. " 

"  No,  sir,  even  my  brother — ^he  is  in  Alexandria  now,  stfll 
hhndly  deyoted  and  f oohshly  partial  to  his  former  scholar— 
even  fie  sccs  threatening  dangcr  hcrc.  If  he  does  not  alter  in 
tlii'^  rospect  he  will  depart  further  and  further  from  the  com- 
mandments  of  the  Lord,  reccive  hurt  to  Iiis  soui,  and  perila 
beset  him  on  all  sides  üke  roaring  lions.  The  noble  gift  of 
beauty  and  a  winning  manner  is  luriug  him  on  to  ruin;  and  it 
is  contrary  to  my  wish,  but  it  misgives  me — 

"  You  look  on  the  dark  side  and  judgo  harshly,^*  respond^id 
the  old  man.    "  Yonth— " 

"Youth,  too,*'  Fetnmed  the  gnide^  "at  least  Christiasi 
yonth,  has  to  gain  the  mastery  OTer  seif,  and  if  any  one  is  diis* 
posed  kindly  to  that  handsome  fcllow  it  is  I,  and  I  might  as 
well  acknowledge  it.  If  he  does  but  giye  me  a  nod,  I  feel  as  if 
gome  good  fortune  had  happcncd  to  me,  and  it  is  just  so  with 
a  thous^iiLd  other  men  m  iiemphis^  and  no  more  than  right 


Digitized  by  Google 


12 


TH£  £BID£  OF  THE  JsilLE» 


tiie  warnen;  and  yet  m  spite  of  all  this,  yerv  manj  bitter  teaM 
h%ye  been  shed  on  his  aocoimt.  Bat  hj  bÜ.  the  saints,  if  one 
speaks  of  the  wolf,  directlv^  Onlj  see,  there  he  is!  Halt-«- 
halt  a  bit,  menl  It  will  be  vorth  vhile,  sir^  to  tany  a  mo- 
ment " 

That  splendid  chariot  and  four  standing  there  in  front 
of  that  lofty  gardon  portiil  is  his,  is  it?'^ 

"  Those  are  Pannonian  race-horses,  that  lie  Las  brought  v/ith 
him,  swift  as  lightning  and  at  the  same  timo —  But  there, 
look!  Ah,  now  they  step  back  behind  the  garden  hedge;  but 
you — you  miist  still  bo  able  to  see  them  froiu  your  fall  drome- 
dary.  That  little  giii  with  him  is  tlie  daughtcr  of  the  widow 
Sussnnah,  who  is  the  owner  of  that  garden  and  the  fine  palace 
behind  those  trees.^' 

**  A  magnificent  property!'^  exdaimed  the  Arab. 

"  I  agree  with  you/'  respoiKlod  the  Memphite;  the  garden 
reaches  to  the  Nile,  and  how  it  is  tended!'^ 

"  Did  not  the  wheat  merchant  Philammon  liye  here  fonner- 
]y?'^  ask(  d  the  merchant,  as  though  old  memories  were  assert- 
iug  themselves. 

To  bo  surc  he  didl  He  was  Susannah's  hiisband,  and 
must  have  been  a  man  of  fif ty  when  he  courted  her.  That 
little  girl  is  her  only  daughter,  tho  riebest  heiress  in  all  the 
laud,  but  in  epite  of  lier  sixteeu  years,  not  well  dcvoloped — an 
old  man's  child,  you  know — and  yet  pretty  and  merry,  a  laugh- 
ing dove  in  maiden's  form,  bo  orisk  and  bo  liyelyl  Her  own 
pcople  bare  christened  her  the  *  Hnmming-iKrd.' " 

Good — ^good  and  apt,'*  smilingly  approved  the  merchant. 
"  She  is  small,  a  child  rather  than  a  grown-up  young  lady; 
but  I  am  pleased  >yith  the  gay,  pretty  creature.  The  son  of 
tho  Mukaukas — what  is  his  namo?  ' 

"  Orion,  eir,''  answered  the  otlior. 
Zounds,''  laughed  the  old  gpiitleinaii,  **  youdidnot  flatter, 
man!  A  young  man  like  tlus  Orion  is  not  to  be  met  with 
every  day!  What  a  figure!  IIow  thoso  brown  cnrls  set  him 
off!  And  you  are  right  about  anothcr  thing  too;  this  sort 
twists  his  own  mother  round  his  finger,  and  then  other  women 
f oUow  her  ezample.  He  haa,  moreoyer,  an  open,  sensible 
conntenance,  showing  that  there  is  somethin^  in  him.  Qnly 
he  shoiild  have  left  that  piu^ple  rohe  and  golden  ^ewgaws  at 
Oonstantmople!  The  like  comport  no  more  with  l£is  broken- 
down,  dismal  city/' 

Düring  these  last  words  the  Memphite  set  his  ass  in  motion 
again;  meanwhile  the  Arab  hcld  him  back,  forhewas  attracted 
by  what  was  passing  behind  the  garden  waUs* 
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Ho  tliero  saw  liow  thu  liaudsome  Orion  placed  on  tlio  arm  of 
the  üttle  ladya  Bmall  vhite  Spitz  dogA  nncommon  beautr 
that  apparently  belonged  to  him;  eawliow  ehe  Idssed  it,  and 
flung  a  long  blade  of  grase  aronnd  its  neck,  as  though  aho 
VOold  tlius  take  its  moasurc.  Thcn  the  cid  inaii  perc  l  ived 
how  frolicsomely  tiiey  both  laughcd;  how  they  looked  iuto 
each  othor^s  eycs  and  then  parted.  In  doing  so  she  rose  on 
tiptoe  to  rcach  a  rare  shrub,  on  tho  top  of  whicli  bloomed  two 
dainty  ])iirple  bell-flowers.  She  qmokly  ]/lucked  them, 
handed  them  to  him,  hlushing  as  she  did  so,  aiul  «riring  a  play- 
ful  tap  to  the  band  Avith  which  ho  had  ßcconded  lier  in  her 
effortto  rcach  the  flow(>rs,  the  sunuiost  smile  bcamed  upon 
the  young  mau  l'rom  her  imioccnt  countenance,  as  he  kissed 
the  spot  wiüi  which  her  finser  had  oome  ia  oontact,  and 
tonched  the  flowers,  too,  with  nis  Ups. 

The  old  gentleman  snrreyed  all  tbis  as  pleasantir  and  sym- 
pathetically  as  if  it  had  awakened  in  bis  miud  tiie  eweetost 
memories,  and  his  kind  eyes  twinkled  when  Orion,  no  less  gay 
and  f rolicsome  than  phe,  whispered  a  few  words  in  her  ear, 
and  taking  a  long  blade  of  grass  from  her  girdlc,  and  as 
tliougli  he  ought  to  be  chastised,  drcw  it  qnickly  across  his 
face,  and  then  she  Üaw  toward  tho  2)aIaco,  bounding  bkea  lawn 
over  grass-plot  and  flower-beds,  witbout  giving  any  heed  to 
his  repeated  calls  of:  Cathanno,  sweetest,  great  grown-up 
young  iady,  CailiuriucI'" 

Tins  had  been  a  channin^  httle  adTontuie,  and  old  Haschim 
clung  to  it  in  retroqtect,  cnnclding  oyer  it  with  oomplaoency 
after  he  and  his  party  had  lef  t  the  scene  of  it  a  considerable 
distance  bcbind.  It  was  Orion,  tlio  son  of  the  Mukankas 
George,  whom  be  lui'l  io  tbank  for  this  interesting  soene,  and 
vhen  he  heard  the  four  horses  bolonging  to  that  young  gentle- 
man's  chariot  approach  at  a  slow  trot  ne  tumed  aronnd  and 
gave  it  a  good  look. 

But  after  the  four  Puniiotifans,  the  chariot  covered  witli  fig- 
ures  in  cha«ed  silver,  and  an  chariotcer,  forming  a  wbole  of 
rare  beauty  and  best  taste,  liad  slo\s  ly  iiassed  him  by,  in  ordcr 
then  to  rush  forward  with  the  swif  tness  of  the  wind  und  vardsh 
amid  thick  clonds  of  dust,  the  morchant's  face  had  lost  its 
cheerf  ol  ezpression,  and  there  was  a  tonch  of  deep  melancholy 
in  his  Toice,  when  he  ordered  one  of  the  young  camel-diiyera 
to  pick  up  and  brmg  to  him  the  flowers  tnat  weie  left  behind 
them  in  the  dost 

Ile  had  been  a  witness  to  the  handsome  young  man's  havinf 
tiung  tlie  friendly  tokcn  npon  the  bot  sand  of  tbc  street. 

xour  brother  ia  right.    Women  are  the  breakers  that 
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threaten  to  ingiilf  this  youBg  mau^  and  she  bas  reason  to 
dread  him,  too,  I  fear/' 

**  Do  you  really  tLink  so?"  asked  the  giiide.  "  Yes,  indeed, 
there  might  well  come  out  of  it  something  sericus  for 
hert  Their  dear  mothera  haye  ihe  matter  alieady  in  band. 
They  boüi  wallow  in  j^ld,  and  '  biids  of  a  f  eaüier  flock  to- 
getber/  you  know.  Tbank  God^  tbe  sun  etSl  fibines  aboTe  tiie 
pyranudsl  Let  your  people  tum  in  at  tbat  great  caravansary 
over  tbere.  Its  nost  is  an  honest  man^  and  uiere  is  plenty  of 
fibade  on  Iiis  preniises. 

So  far  as  the  servants  aiid  auimals  are  concemed/'  replied 
tbe  merchant,  **  they  oan  rest  here.  I,  the  leader  of  the  Cara- 
van, aiid  a  few  of  the  meu  will  take  a  little  refreshment,  and 
tben  you  must  conduct  us  to  the  govemor;  I  bave  something 
to  say  to  Mm.    It  is  no  loiig(T  early — ** 

**  Kever  do  you  mind,  sir/'  answered  tbe  Egyptian.  "  On 
snob  glowing  days  as  tbese,  tbe  Mnkaukas  pieiers  to  receire 
after  sunset  If  you  baye  any  busmess  to  mnsact  witili  bim, 
in  me  you  came  to  tbe  ngbt  man.  Bring  out  a  few  gold 
ieces,  and  I^U  procure  you  andience  tbisreiy  erening  througb 
ebek,  bis  Steward ;  he  is  my  cousin.  While  you  are  taking  a 
little  rest  hcro,  TU  ride  on  to  the  p-nvcrnor^s  mansion,  and 
tben  come  and  repoxt  to  you  wbat  X  leam. 


CHAPTER  n. 

The  caravansary,  to  which  tho  merclianfc  Haschim  repaired 
witb  bis  train,  environed  by  palm-trees,  stood  upou  an  emi- 
nence  near  tbe  load.  Before  the  destniction  of  tbe  heathen 
antiquities  in  tbe  yalley  of  tbe  Kilo  it  bad  been  a  temple  of 
Imhotep,  tbe  Egyptian  -<Esculapins,  tho  friendly  »od  of  the 
bealing  art,  who  had  a  shrine  even  in  tbe  dty  oi  tbe  dead. 
This  had  been  half  destroyed,  half  buried  by  sand  f  rom  the 
dcsert,  while  an  cntcrprismg  inn-kceper  liad  bonght  very 
cheap  the  pretty  temple  of  Imhotep,  together  wiih  the  8ac  red 
grove  apjiertaining  to  it.  Since  tlien  it  hn<l  ]>assed  from  one 
band  to  another,  a  great  wooden  strneture  for  the  accommoda- 
tion  of  travelers  liaving  been  anuexed  to  tho  massively  biiilt 
tcm^jlc,  and  in  tlie  palm  grove,  which  rcachcd  to  the  ill-kept 

äuay,  Stahles  had  been  erected,  besides  fenced-in  inclosuros  for 
tie  «vfe-keepin^  of  droTea.   Thus  tbe  wbole  resembled  a  cat* 
tle-market,  and  indeed  bntcbers  and  ]*ockeys  were  glad  to  re- 
sort  hither  in  tbe  interests  of  tbeir  Gallings.  On  the  other  band 
*he  grove  of  palm-trees — one  of  tho  few  left  Standing  in  tbe 
'•^bborbood  of  tbe  city— attracted  tbe  Citizens  of  Memphis 
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ior  "  a  bit  of  an  airiiig  "  and  to  rcgaie  tliemselYes  in  its  shade. 
Hard  by  the  stream,  miue  host  had  arranged  tables  and 
benches,  and  boats  were  for  hiro  in  the  httle  harbor  upon  his 
estate.  Pleasure  paiües  from  tlie  city,  too,  making  exciirsions 
by  water^  were  foud  of  landiug  Iiere  and  taking  refreshmcuts 
Qnder  tilie  palm-trees  of  KespttUL 

The  two  lowB  of  honses,  wbidi  had  f ormerly  separated  thiB 
assembly-place  for  man  and  beast  from  the  street»  eztendingto 
the  Nile  alongside  of  it^  had  lonff  sinoe  become  tvqdb,  and 
been  leyeied  to  the  groimd  by  the  owners  of  the  properfy. 
New,  nndcr  the  snperyision  of  Arahian  task-m asters,  some 
hundireds  of  "workmoTi  might  be  soen  busicd  in  drmoüshing  a 
huge  riiin  dating  backte  the Ptolemaic kings,  ^vliif  Ii  was  hardly 
two  hundred  paces  distant  from  the  palm-tree  gruve.  In 
*  ßpite  of  the  bnrning  heat  of  the  aftemoon,  they  contiiiued  to 
load  ox-carts  with  the  immense  blocks  of  hme-stone  and  mar- 
ble^  as  also  nmnerous  tall  colmmis^  on  which  had  rested  the 
roof  of  Jupiter's  temple  at  Memphis,  in  order  to  carry  them 
to  the  qnaj,  whence  they  woidd  De  eonveyed  on  flat-boats  to 
the  eastem  Dank  of  the  Wie. 

There  was  hemg  erected  the  new  residence  of  Amr,  the  gen- 
exal  and  yicegerent  of  the  caliph.  The  templee  of  the  old 
gods  were  used  in  its  behalf  as  a  qnarrj,  and  funiislicd  not 
oüly  carefully  hewn  working  materials  of  strongest  stone,  but 
also  columns  of  every  order  of  Greek  architecture  in  qnantities 
that  needed  only  to  be  set  iip  again  on  the  other  side  of  the 
ßtream;  for  the  Arabiaus  iseonied  no  material,  but  in  the  erec- 
tion  of  their  own  houses  of  worsliip  used  indifferentiy  blocks  of 
stone  and  pillars,  whether  they  came  from  heathen  temples  or 
GhriBtian  amrches. 

In  the  carayansary  temple  of  Imhotep,  "waUs  and  roofs  had 
been  originally  covered  over  and  over  with  representations  of 
the  gods  and  hieroglyphical  inscriptions;  but  smoke  from  the 
fire  on  the  hearth  had  long  since  blackened  them,  hands  zeal- 
ous  for  the  f:iifh  had  been  nnwearicd  indestroying  their  rccord, 
drawing  the  whitewash  brush  over  many  a  one,  and  supplying 
their  places  by  Christian  sjrmbols  or  very  worldly  scribblings 
in  Greek  characters,  or  those  used  by  the  common  peopie  of 

Egvpt- 

In  what  had  formerly  been  the  grand  hall  of  the  temple  the 
Arab  supped  with  his  followers,  and  aU  of  them  abstained 
from  wine  eave  the  conductor  of  the  carayan^  who  was  ne 
Moslem,  bat  belonged  to  the  Persian  sect  of  the  Masdakites. 

After  the  old  gentleman  had  satisficd  himself  at  a  httle  table 
apart  he  caiied  the  same  to  him  and  directed  him  to  put  the 
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bale  willi  tliö  carpet  iipou  tho  südan,  between  the  two  great 
smapter  camels,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  secure^  but  at  the 
Bame  time  eaaily  removed. 

It  has  alreSady  been  done,^'  ansveied  the  Persian,  a  spien' 
did-looking  mau,  tall  and  tongh  as  an  oak«  with  a  head  en- 
circled  bj  flowing  locks,  yellow  as  a  lion's  mane,  whüe  he 
stroked  his  great  beard. 

So  miich  the  better/^  responded  Haachim.  Come  with 
me  into  the  opcn  air. " 

So  saying,  he  prcccdcd  tlie  Masdakito  into  the  palm  grove. 

The  star  of  day  had  gorie  to  rost  behind  the  pyramids,  the 
city  of  the  dead,  and  the  Libyan  mountain  chaiu  and  its  reflec- 
tion  now  painted  the  eaatem  sky  and  tlie  bare  chalk  clitls  of 
Babylon,  on  the  othcr  sido  of  thü  stream,  with  changef  ol  huca 
of  indesciibable  beauty.  It  was  as  though  the  colors  of  eyery 
manner  of  rose  reared  by  the  most  skilIed  floiist  of  ArsinoS  er 
Kancratls^  from  golden-yellow  to  pnrple,  and  moet  delicate 
violet  to  riebest  crimson^  had  been  brought  hither  in  Order  to 
flood  plains,  peaks  and  moontain  rayines  with  enchanting 
tints. 

The  old  man's  ehest  heaved  at  this  speetacle,  and  wliile  he 
drew  a  deep  breath  he  laid  his  liand  gcntly  on  the  gi<r:intic  arm 
of  the  Persian  and  said:  **  Your  master,  Masdak,  teaches  it  to 
be  God'e  will  that  a  man  call  one  thing  his  own  neitlier  more 
nor  lesg  than  the  other,  and  that  there  is  ju  itlu  r  rieh  nor  poor 
upon  earth,  since  each  possession  belongs  tu  uU  in  common, 
ifow,  only  behold  with  me  here!  Who  has  not  seen  this  has 
Seen  not^g;  there  is  nothing  fairer  here  below«  and  to  whom 
does  it  bdonff?  To  yonr  poor,  simple  Salech  there,  whom  we 
suffer  to  trot  half  naked  aftor  the  camels,  it  is  just  as  free  aa 
to  yoa,  me  and  the  caliph.  With  regaid  to  Bis  great  works, 
Goa  has  arranged  it  all  just  as  your  master  desires.  How 
much  beauty  is  the  common  possession  of  our  race!  Lot  ns  be 
thankf  ul  for  it,  Hassan ;  f  or  Tcrily  it  is  no  small  t Jiinf^.  Pro]i- 
ortv  now,  snch  as  a  man  gains  or  loses,  that  indced  is  quito  a 
dilierent  matter.  Could  we  all  stand  upon  a  levol  race-conrse, 
have  wliat  wo  want  für  tlio  asking.,  affix  lejul  to  the  fcet  of  the 
swift,  so  that  no  one  should  outstrip  the  other  tiial  would— 
But  now,  let  us  rather  feast  our  eyes  upon  that  wondrons 
bewity  oyer  yonderl  Jnst  look!  what  awhile  ago  riyaled  this 
beU-dower  in  hne,  has  deepened  to  ruby,  what  was  bright  yio- 
let  to  rieh  amethyst  That  golden  edge  to  those  clouds  is  as  it 
were  a  setting  for  Üie  j(  ^  1  .  and  all  this  is  mine,  is  yonrs,  is 
Ours,  so  long  as  c}'o  nud  heart  delight  and  exolt  in  it.' 

Heieopon  itud  Masd^kite  broke  mto  a  joyons«  sonorons  langh^ 
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and  cried:  "  Yea,  master,  if  anybody  had  joor  ejesl  The  aVj 
and  äie  monntains  oyer  there  do  look  mottled  enongfi,  and 
is  not  often  fhat  we  see  such  bright  red  colors  afc  home;  hub 
what  good  do  we  get  from  that  eiichantment?  You  see 
rnbies  and  amethjsts  up  yondcr^  but  I —  Tlioso  jcwels  in 
your  carpet  sigiiify  sometniiig  different  from  thatairysplendorl 
"No  harm  meaiit,  in  the  world,  mastor,  l)iit  1  would  not  give 
tliose  bales  tlicre  for  all  the  sunsets  oii  to])  of  the  erronnd,  and 
it  would  not  cost  me  a  sigh  of  regret  eithcr. "  Hercupon  lie 
laiighed  merrilv  again  and  continued:  }iut  you,  good  iiia.5- 
ter,  you  would  beware  of  closing  the  bargain !  As  for  ua  Mt«;- 
dakites,  the  time  has  not  come  for  us  yetr* 

"  But  if  it  were,  and  you  sot  the  carpet?** 
Then  I  would  eell  it^  and  add  the  proeeeds  to  my  sayin^»/, 
and  go  home^  bny  a  farm^  and  take  to  myaelf  a  pretty  wife 
and  breed  camels  and  horees.  ** 

"  But  day  after  to-morrow  would  come  the  poor,  who  hi^d 
laid  up  nothing  and  made  no  good  bargain  with  the  eveniug 
pky,  and  every  one  of  them  would  want  a  bit  of  your  land,  a 
carnei  and  u  foal.  You  would  never  get  to  .^ce  a  gloriuus  suii- 
set,  and  your  pretty  wife  would  have  to  go  out  into  tlie  world 
with  you  in  onler  to  holp  you  to  share  w^ith  otbcrs.  Bettor 
let  things  go  uu  in  the  old  way,  my  llassuu,  aud  may  tl/e 
Most  lligh  preserre  to  you  your  honest  heart,  you  siüy  old 
fellow  you!*' 

Then  the  giant  bent  low,  and  as  he  was  gratefully  kissiirg 
his  ma8ter*8  hand,  the  guido  came  back^  wit£  a  long  face,  ff  ir 
he  liad  promifled  too  much.  Just  as  he  had  beenaboutfio 
Petition  an  audience  for  the  Arab^  the  Mukaukas  George — un 
imheard  of  thmg — had  been  bome  off  to  a  gondola,  in  order  to 
take  a  sail  with  Iiis  son  and  the  ladios  of  his  household.  The 
Steward  had  rcported  the  return  of  Orion  to  have  quite  rc- 
juvenated  the  old  gentleman.  Haschim  mnst  now  wait  nntil 
niorning,  and  he,  the  guide,  would  adviso  liini  to  \ydas  the 
night  in  the  hostelry  of  Sostratus,  where  was  to  be  foimd  every- 
thiug  needf  ul  for  comfort. 

But  the  merchant  preferred  to  stay  where  he  was.  The 
postponement  disturbed  him  little^  especially  as  he  wished  to 
oonsult  an  Egyptian  physician  about  an  aOment  of  lone  Stand- 
ing, and  tlio  Interpreter  assured  him  that  a  moreskiUed  aud 
aocom^}li.shed  one  tnan  the  far-famed  Philippus  was  not  to  be 
found  m  the  whole  country.  It  was  lovcly  out  here,  and  from 
the  benches  on  the  river  bank  the  comet  could  be  obscrvod, 
%vhi('h  had  been  visiMe  for  somc  m*,c:hts  past,  and  certainly 
porteud^  bad  times.    The  whoio  citj  was  paralyzed,  as  U 
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were^  by  anxiety;  this  was  dearly  manifeatm  the  Inn  of  Keop* 
tah;  for,  commonly»  when  the  cool  breezes  of  eTening  begaD 
to  blow,  the  tables  and  benches  tinder  the  palm-trees  would  bo 
füll  of  excursionists,  Coming  both  by  water  and  land;  but  now, 
vho  could  trust  himself  to  thiuk  of  pleasure  at  such  a  time  of 
appreliensioTi  ? 

Therewith  he  agaiii  iiiomited  Iiis  luss^  in  order  to  summon 
the  doctor,  bot  old  Haseliim,  leaning  oii  the  Masdakite's  arm, 
repaired  to  tlie  benches  beneath  the  palm-trees,  aud  thfnce 
gazed  thoughtfnlly  ont  npon  the  starry  lieavens,  whilo  his 
young  compaiiiöu  dreamcd  of  home,  fancying  himaelf  thcru, 
having,  without  tho  costly  carpet,  but  with  Bis  own  aayings 
only^  become  the  purchaser  of  meadow-land^  upon  which  he 
had  built  a  hotise,  predded  oTsr  br  a  pretty  Httle  vife.  Would 
she  tum  out  to  be  of  a  &ir  or  dark  complezion?  He  would 
rather  have  her  fair. 

But  here  hia  air-castle  suddcnly  toppled  over;  for  ßomething 
was  approaching  npon  tho  Nile  that  attractcd  bis  att^tion, 
and  "which  lie  was  iin|)olled  to  show  to  his  master  as  well. 

Before  them  lay  the  river  Hke  abroad  black  ribbon  brooaded 
with  .«ilver.  Tho  crescent  mooa  was  mirrored  iu  its  aimost 
motionless  surface,  and  whcrc  its  water  was  ruffled,  edged  the 
low  lapö  of  tho  wavea  with  flashiiig  brightness.  Bats  from 
the  dty  of  tho  dead  came  Aying  to  the  Nile^  flapping  their 
wings  and  rocking  to  and  fro  o^er  it  like  li^ht  Bhadows  agi- 
tated  hy  the  wmd.  Only  a  few  tii-oomered  sads  skimmed  over 
Ihe  water  like  huge  white  birds,  but  from  the  north^  the  dlrec- 
tion  of  the  towii>  approached  the  palms  by  way  of  the  river  a 
large  body  illmnined  by  two  glittering  far-shining  eyes. 

"  A  ßtately  Tessel  assure<lly,  that  of  tho  Mukaiikas  George!'* 
Said  the  merehant,  and  slowly  it  steered  its  way  straiglit  to  the 
grove  from  tho  middle  of  the  river.  MeanA\liile  ii]>()n  the 
country-road,  bchind  tlie  inn,  the  tramping  oi  liorses'  l'eet  ])e- 
came  andiblc.  Haschim  looked  around  and  beheld  torch' 
bearers,  rujuiiug  before  a  eai'riaffe. 

So  far,''  said  tho  old  man,  wÜl  the  inyalidsail,  andthen, 
in  Order  to  aroid  the  night  air  npon  the  water«  he  will  go  home 
in  a  carriage.  Strange  that  for  the  eecond  time  to-day  I  meet 
bis  much-€lked-of  son.^' 

Soon  the  govemor's  gondola  drew  noarer  to  the  palm-trees. 
It  was  a  large,  beautifiü  bark  of  ccdar-wood,  with  richly  gilt 
omamentation,  and  the  image  of  John,  tho  tutelary  saint  of  the 
family,  at  its  ba<  k.  Tlie  radiant  crown,  which  oncircled  the 
head  of  this  fi^aiit",  was  set  with  lampj«,  and  great  lantcrns 
hung  vCfildo  it  and  iu  the  rear  of  the  boat.    There  beueata 
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tiie  canopy  reposed  the  Miikankas  George^  and  at  Mb  aide  sat 

Iiis  wifcj  Nephoria.  Opposite  tliem  sat  their  son  and  a  young 
liuly  of  lofty  ßtature,  at  whose  feet  nesÜed  fondly  a  little  gin 
about  ten  years  of  age.  An  older  woman,  a  Greek,  the  child'B 
goyerne!5s,  sat  by  a  vory  hw^e  man,  viz. ,  Pliilippus  the  doctor, 
upnn  a  sofa,  outsido  llio  .^lu  lltT  uf  tli(^  biilconv.  The  choerfiil 
ßouLid  of  the  hito  accompaiiied  the  huat^  aud  he  wbo  touchrd 
its  striiigs  so  artistically  proved  to  be  none  other  than  the 
reeently  returned  Orion. 

All  this  prOiiciited  a  truly  refi'Cöhüig  bpcctuclc:  the  faircbt 
repiesentation  of  a  noble  fsmlj  nnited  in  love.  But  who  was 
the  young  lady  beside  Orionf  Thie  time  he  was  devoting  his 
whole  attention  to  her,  and  if  he  tonched  the  strings  vith 
pecnUarly  deep  emotion  he  songht  her  eyes,  and  then  it  had 
very  mnch  the  appearance  as  if  he  were  pla}'mg  f or  her  alone, 
and  such  a  distinction  seemed  verily  to  belong  to  her;  for, 
when  the  Tcssel  anchored  in  the  little  harbor,  and  Ilascliim 
could  distiiiguish  her  features,  he  was  surprised  by  the  nobility 
of  her  beaiity,  which  was  of  a  genuiueiy  Greek  type. 

Isow  a  few  richly  drebsed  ölave.«,  who  must  liavo  come  by 
land  with  the  carriage,  boarded  the  yessel,  in  order  to  bear  the 
sick  gcütleman  theuce  to  his  carriage,  and  it  nuw  appeared 
that  Üie  chair  upon  which  the  suüerer  sat  was  providcd  with 
polesy  that  allowed  him  to  he  hfted  np  and  moved  from  place 
to  plaoe.  A  stont  blackamoor  seized  hold  of  these  hehind^  and 
as  another  one  presented  himself  to  grasp  them  in  6ont, 
Orion  waved  him  back,  took  his  place,  picked  up  the  chair 
with  his  father  in  it  and  bore  bim  across  tue  gangway  connect« 
ing  tbe  boat  with  the  laiul,  ])ast  Ilasobim,  to  the  carriage. 
Cheerfully  and  withont  eil'ort  tlie  yming  man  perfornied  the 
task  of  bearer,  casting  k)\  ing  «rlanccs,  too,  around  at  his  fa- 
ther, as  he  called  out  to  the  othür  ladies — only  bis  niother,  wlio 
had  sohcitously  enveloped  the  iavaHd  in  wra])s,  and  tlio 
physician  had  foUowed  the  patient — iu  lively  toues,  to  diseui- 
bark  and  wait  for  him  here,  and  then  he  moved  forward,  as 
Seen  in  the  light  ol  &e  torches  tiiat  were  carried  before  him. 

"  Poor  man!''  thought  the  merchant^  as  he  followed  the  sick 
Mnkaukas  with  his  eyes.  But  the  saddest  and  hardest  fate  he- 
oomes  easy,  if  one  has  a  son  to  lift  one  about  so  afTectionately. 

He  thought  that  he  could  now  find  the  explanation  of  Onon^s 
having  thrown  away  those  flowers;  yes,  as  the  young  lady 
landed  to  whose  arm  the  cliiM  dnng  so  fondly,  be  said  to  him- 
Bolf  that  tlie  little  daughter  of  Ibe  rieb  i\'!do\v  8usannab  wonld 
most  assuredly  find  it  diflicult  to  ktt-p  the  tield  against  tlua 
regal  looking  hYaL    Wliat  a  ügme,  what  a  majesüc  gait  liad 
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this  maiden,  and  Low  sweet  and  musical  wer©  tlie  tones  of  her 
voice  as  she  told  the  child  the  iiames  of  several  consteliations, 
and  pointed  ont  to  her  the  comet  that  had  just  risen! 

Haschim  sat  in  d.aiiviicoö  aud,  uuobscrved,  could  watch  what 
was  going  on  at  the  bench  on  the  ehore,  which  had  bccn  lighted 
Up  by  one  of  the  ship'«  laiitenis>  aad  he  was  delighted  at  the 
nncxpccted  dirersion;  tor,  whatever  concemed  tilie  Bon  of  the 
Mukaukas,  {ns  akened  his  sympathy  and  curioeity.  He  was 
lured  into  forming  an  opinion  of  his  own  as  to  the  merits  of 
this  uncommon  young  man,  and  the  sight  of  the  lovely  girl 
there  upon  the  bench  warmed  up  his  old  hc  art.  That  child 
must  be  Maria,  the  governor's  granddanghtor.  Xow  the  car- 
riage  set  olf,  rolling  rapidly  away,  aud  ^ter  ßome  httle  whüe 
Orion  rejoinod  11  lo  iadies. 

Poor  littie  daughter  of  the  rieh  widow  Susannah!  How  very 
different  his  manners  wiih  vou,  yoimg  lady,  from  what  they 
had  heen  with  that  littie  tiiin^f  His  eye  hung  enraptured 
upon  her  f  eatuies^  aad  in  the  midst  of  the  conversation  uiat  he 
addiessed  to  her  he  would  sometimes  pause,  and  what  he  said 
must  be  now  eamest  and  captiTating,  and  again  witty;  for  not 
only  she,  but  the  littie  girl's  govcrneas  ajs  well,  llstened  to  him 
vith  absorbed  attention,  and  when  the  youn^  girl  laughed  there 
was  something  espccially  pnro  and  melodious  in  tho  sound. 
Her  nature  secmed  to  be  so  exalted  tliat  such  an  expression  of 
unrestraiued  joyousness  Burj)rised  in  lior^,  and  made  such  an 
Impression  as  the  perfume  of  a  gorgeous  Üower  would  do,  of 
which  one  had  bclieved  up  to  that  time  that  it  was  made  only 
to  please  tho  eye,  and  none  other  of  the  scnses.  And  the  one 
to  whom  eyeiything  <liat  Orion  said  was  addressed,  llstened  to 
him  not  onlv  attenuvely,  hnt  in  a  manner  which  made  it  piain 
to  the  mercnant  that  tho  nanator  himself  was  yet  moro  pleas- 
ing  to  her  than  what  he  knew  how  to  communicate,  in  so 
animatod  a  way.  If  this  maiden  were*  to  mate  with  the 
govemor's  son,  what  a  pair  they  would  make! 

Kow  came  the  hostess,  Dame  Taus,  a  notable,  hiixoni 
Egyptian  woman  in  middle  lifc^  olTering  milk,  grapes,  fridt 
and  öomo  of  her  famous  fritter?»,  prepared  by  her  own  hauds, 
and  as  she  did  so  lier  oyos  glitterod  from  joy  and  gratified  ani- 
bition;  for  tlie  üou  of  the  great  Mukaulvas,  the  pride  of  the 
city,  who  formerly  used  to  frequent  her  house,  not  entirely  on 
account  of  her  cakes,  often  Coming  by  water  with  parties  of 
joUy  comrades,  mostly  Greek  officers,  all  of  whom  had  now 
fällen  or  heen  banished  from  the  country,  was  he  not  now 
doing  her  the  honor  to  seek  her  out,  so  soon  after  his  retum? 
Her  nimble  tongue  stood  not  atill  as  she  told  him  how  her  hna- 
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band  and  herself  Lad  gono  to  moet  liim,  as  far  aä  flie  arch  of 
t/'iumph,  at  the  gate  ol  Menes,  and  witli  tliem  Eunny  and  licr 
laby  Boy.  Shewonld  bare  bim  io  knowtbat  ber  daugbter 
ym  manied  mfw,  and  tbis  fist  Uttle  one  abe  bad  bad  äiris- 
tened  "  Ohoil'* 

And  wben  tbe  young  man  proceeded  io  inquire  whether 
Emmy  was  as  charming  a  c  rcature  as  ever,  and  as  mucb  like 
ber  mother,  Dame  Taus  shook  her  finger  at  him,  and  asked^  as 
she  indicated  tlie  young  lady,  if  tlie  gay  bird,  aftcr  which  so 
many  sighed  ^vhvn  it  IcTfc  theso  parts,  was  tinaUy  cagedj  and 
■whether,  may  be,  that  beautiful  iady  therc — 

Orion,  however,  cut  short  her  spcoch,  «lying  that  lie  was  still 
Iiis  own  mäste r,  hu t  alrcadyfelt  the  noo^a  around  Iiis  neck. 
Hercupon  tlie  lovely  giri  bliished  moro  deeply  than  at  the 
bostess's  first  question;  he,  bowever,  ^uiekly  reooYered  from 
bis  embarrassment,  and  assured  ber  m  a  bvely  numner  tbat 
honest  Tans^s  little  daugbter  nsed  io  be  one  of  tbe  prettiest 
children  in  Memphis,  and  bad  been  no  lesB  populär  than  tbe 
fritteis  of  her  exceUent  motber.  Dame  Tans  mnst  giTO  bis 
compliments  to  the  young  matron. 

Tnerenpon  tlie  hostess  went  oft'  highly  gratificd,  hut  he  again 
took  up  his  lute,  and  while  the  othcrs  were  taking  refresh- 
ments  at  the  request  of  the  youiig  lady,  he  simg  the  song  of 
Alkaios  in  a  melodious  ljut  sultduod  voice,  to  the  accompani- 
ment  of  his  lute,  whidi  lio  ])laycd  in  a  ma.sterly  maniicr.  The 
eyes  of  the  maidcn  vv  cre  riveted  Ujpon  Iiis  lips,  and  again  she 
seemed  io  be  tbe  aole  Inspiration  of  bis  mtudc  Wben  uie  time 
for  deportnre  came^  and  tbe  ladies  re-embarked,  be  went  iato 
üie  bosteby  to  pay  tbe  reckoning.  Soon  be  came  back  alone, 
and  tiie  merchant  saw  him  pick  up  a  handkercbief  that  the 
Yonng  lady  had  left  Iving  upon  the  tal^le  and  press  it  to  bis 
üps,  while  he  pursued  nis  way  to  the  boat. 

It  had  fared  less  happily  witli  tlioso  gorgeous  flowcr?  m  the 
morning!  To  that  maidcn  tlicrt;  on  tho  water  bclonged  the 
hcart  of  the  young  man.  It  could  not  bc  bis  ßifitex;  but  bow 
WHä  öhe  connected  with  him? 

The  merchant  was  soon  to  be  iniormed,  for  the  gnide  re- 
tui'ned  and  gave  him  tho  iiitclligence  debired.  Ii  was  Paula, 
tbe  daugbter  of  Thomas,  tbe  far-famed  Qreek  general,  who 
bad  60  persistently  and  valiantly  defended  DamaBcus  agamst 
tbe  warbke  power  of  Islam.  She  was  tbe  nieoe  of  tbe  Mu» 
kaukas  George. 

But  the  beautiful,  di^iified  girl  was  only  moderately  weaJthy, 
a  relation  of  the  fanuly,  whom  they  bad  received  into  tbe 
goTemor^s  maosion  tbrougb  compaaaion^  after  Ha»  di/aappear« 
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ance  of  her  fathei^for  not  even  his  corpse  liad  been  foiuid: 
ehe  was  a  Melchite!  The  inteipieter  thought  litÜe  of  her  on 
that  accoimt^  and  although  he  nad  nothing  to  say  against  her 
beauty,  he  averred  that  he  knew  her  to  be  proud  and  haughty^ 
without  thc  least  art  in  winning  the  love  of  anybody,  eave  that 
child,  little  Maria^  who  did  sccm  to  be  devoted  to  her.  It  was 
an  open  sccret,  tluit  even  the  wil'e  of  her  nncle^  good  Kephoris, 
could  not  bear  her  proud  niece,  and  only  endurcd  her  to  please 
the  Sick  man.  "What  business  either  had  a  Melcliite  in  a  good 
Jacobite  hoase?  Every  word  of  the  guide  breathed  tlie  aver- 
ßion  which  men  of  low,  nieaai  ininds  so  casily  conceive  against 
thoae  who  are  participants  m  the  bounty  of  theür  own  oene* 
factois. 

Bat  the  lovely,  high-minded  daughter  of  a  grcat  man  had 
won  the  cid  merchant's  heart,  and  Ms  judgment  remained 
ntterl^  nnbiased  by  that  of  the  Memphite.  It  was,  moreoyer, 
speedily  to  find  oonfirmation,  for  Dr.  PhiHppnSy  whom  the 

guide  had  summoned,  wasadaily  visitor  at  the  governor's  man- 
ßion,  and  whosc  sinccrc  natnro  had  inspired  the  Arab  with  the 
greatest  conüdence,  ]:>ronouneed  Paula  so  glorions  a  creaturo  aü 
is  rarely  seen  in  this  nether  world  of  oiirs.  And  yet  Provi- 
dence  seemed  to  have  overiuoküd  its  own  masterpiece,  for  her 
life  had  been  darkly  overshadowed  for  some  yeaiiS  past.  The 
physician  was  enabled  to  promise  some  alleviation  of  his  suffer- 
ings  to  the  old  gentleman;  in  general  the  two  pleased  each 
Omer  so  well  that  thej  did  not  part  nntü  a  late  nour  ot  the 
night,  and  than  as  good  friends. 


OHAPTEB  m 

HOW  HAPPINES8  CAN  COME  A1>D  GO. 

Meakwhile  the  boat  of  the  Mukaukas,  impelled  by  p<jwer- 
ful  strokes  of  the  oar^  glided  smoothly  down  the  stream.  On 
hoard  there  was  yometimes  wliispering  and  tben  again  sing- 
ing.  Little  Maria  had  fallen  asleep  on  Paula breast;  the 
Greek  govcrness  looked  ürst  at  tho  comet,  which  excited  ap- 
prehensions  in  her  miud,  then  at  Orion,  whose  beantj  thrilled 
a  heart  no  longer  youlhful,  and  lastly  at  the  young  laay,  whom 
ehß  conld  not  bear  to  eee  thos  pref eired  by  this  favorite  of  the 
gods.  It  was  warm  and  still^  a  charming  uight^  and  the  moon* 
Bght  that  impels  the  sca  to  flow  in  at  hi^h  tide,  also  canses  the 
emotione  flooding  the  human  breast  to  rise  and  swell. 

Orion  sang  whatever  Paula  askcd  for,  as  though  nothing  was 
i^iifAfftiHy  to  him  that  on  the  ijio  oi  a  Greek  poet  had  evei 
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entranced  the  now  degcneratc  woiid;  aud  tlie  longer  lasted  tlie 
sali  the  clearer  and  sweeter  aonnded  his  Tmoe^  the  more  melt« 
iuK  and  cux^tivating  became  its  expremm,  the  more  eloqnenüy 
did  it  appeal  to  Sie  maiden's  heart;  and  bo  Paula  yielded  to 
the  Bweet  enchantment^  and  when  he  lay  down  his  lute  and 
eoftly  asked  if  his  natiye  land  were  not  beautiful  on  such  a 
night;  what  seng  she  loved  best,  or,  if  she  had  any  idea  what 
it  si^ificd  to  Iii  in  to  liavo  fonnd  her  in  the  house  of  his  par- 
ents^  slie,  too,  lorgot  herself  &o  £ar  as  to  answer  him  in  whis« 
pered  t  oues. 

Beneath  the  sheltering  trees  of  the  ölumberiug  garden  he 

Eressed  her  band  to  his  hps,  and  sho  trembhn^i^ly  consented. 
lark,  dark  years  lay  behiin.i.  her.  The  physician'ä  report  had 
heen  only  too  trua  A  series  oi^  painf ul  hnmüiations  had  at- 
tended  strokes  of  fate  that  were  nard  upon  her^  the  pioud 
dau^hter  of  a  distinguished  fother.  Beceiyed  into  a  wealÜiy 
family,  through  kindness  of  heart^  the  life  of  a  Mnswoman^  not 
poor  biit  desolate,  had  long  since  provcd  for  her  a  very  thomy 
path,  biit  day  before  yesteniay  all  this  had  altered.  Orion  was 
thorc;!  At  home  and  abroad  his  return  had  beeii  celebrated  as 
a  most  au8pif'ious  event,  and  a  rieh  sliare  of  tliis  bencdiction 
had  fallen  to  her  portion.  He  had  greeted  her  not  as  the  de- 
pendent  eousin,  but  as  the  fine,  noble  woman  that  she  was. 
Bujisliine  radiated  from  his  presence^  penetrated  to  her  very 
heart,  and  icit  hw  head  once  more  erect,  hke  a  üower  Unding 
itsclf  again  under  the  free  canopy  of  heaven,  after  haying  been 
long  exduded  from  li^t  and  air.  His  buoyant  spirits  and 
ciheerful  energy  refieshä  her  heart  and  mind,  the  respect  that 
he  paid  her  revired  her  weakened  seK-confidence,  and  filled 
her  soul  with  warm  gratitude.  Ahl  and  how  dehcious  it 
seemed  to  her  to  indulge  this  sweet  sense  of  gratitude!  And 
then — then  had  come  this  evening,  the  brightest,  most  glorious 
that  slie  had  en  joyed  for  yearß.  ITe  liad  tanght  her  again  what 
she  had  ahnost  iorgotten,  viz.,  that  she  was  still  young,  with 
life  before  her,  that  she  had  the  right  to  be  happy,  to  feel  rapt- 
ure,  and  awaken  it  in  others,  perhaps  even  to  lovo  and  bo 
loved. 

His  kiss  bnrned  still  up<m  her  right  band  as  she  entered  the 
cool  Chamber  whero  Nephoris  sat  at  her  spinning  near  the 
oouch  of  her  sick  hnsband,  who  nerer  retired  to  rest  imtil  a 

late  hour.    She  was  awaiting  the  retnm  of  the  young  pcople 
With  overflowing  heart  Pama  presscd  her  Ups  upon  tlie  band 
of  her  raicle,  Orion's  fathcr — dared  she  say  "her''  Orion. 
Then— a  thing  that  had  not  happened  for  a  long  while  before 
— ähe  kifised  W  aunt^  hü  mother^  while  she  bade  good-night 
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to  her  and  HtHe  Maria;  hut  Nephoris  tookher  Balntation  oooUj, 
and  mih  an  air  of  sorprise^  only  casting  a  searching  glance 
Lpon  her  and  her  son.     As  she  did  so,  assnredly  many  a 

tnought  passed  through  her  brain,  pressing  for  utterance,  and 
yet  she  rcstraincd  hcrself.  As  thoiif^h  nothiiig  particiilar  had 
liappcned,  she  allowud  the  young  girl  to  withdraw^  siipor- 
mteuded  the  men  who  bore  her  hiisband  to  his  eleeping-room, 
gave  him  a  Httle  white  pellet,  which  was  requircd  to  iiuluco 
ßleep,  and,  witli  iiiiwearied  soiicitnde,  altered  tlie  ])Osition  of 
his  pillows,  uutil  his  couch  was  arraui^ed  to  Iiis  uiind.  Kot 
until  then,  and  after  she  had  conymced  herseif  that  a  servant 
was  watdung  in  the  adjoining  Chamber,  did  ahe  leaye  him  and 
-^there  was  danger  in  delay — go  in  qaest  of  her  son. 

This  tall,  vigorons,  sonicwliat  corpulent  woman,  in  her  youth 
had  been  a  slender,  striking-looking  girl  of  imposingmien;  her 
somewhat  ordinary  and  inezpressiTe  countonance,  on  the 
other  band,  liad  nevcr  been  extraordinarily  beautÖnl.  But 
the  years  had  made  littlo  chaugc  in  it,  and  it  had  now 
become  the  l'at,  füll  face  of  a  composed  matron,  wliich 
had  lost  all  its  coior  by  long  years  of  self-sacrificijig  at- 
tendance  upon  the  eick.  Her  birth  and  Station  had  lent 
her  a  somewliat  easy  and  self-conseious  nianner,  although 
there  was  nothüig  winning  or  attractive  in  her  address.  The 
joy  and  woe  of  another  were  naught  to  her^  and  yet  she  was 
capable  of  long  continued  acts  of  seif  »abnegation  in  behalf  of 
Ott  Lers,  and  her  heart  was  susceptlble  of  passionate  attach- 
ments. These  others,  to  be  snre,  miist  be  her  next  of  kin^  and 
none  besides.  Thus  it  would  have  been  hard  to  find  a  trner, 
more  attentive  wife,  and  moro  afTcctionate  mother,  and  yet 
one  feit  disposed  to  compare  what  there  was  in  her  of  love  to  a 
ßtar,  whose  fc^oblf»  rays  did  not  reach  beyond  her  ncare.st  blorxl 
relations,  and  somcliow  t^wn  these  feit  it  to  be  a  wondrously 
stränge  thing  to  Ix?  adniitled  within  the  narrow  circle  to  whicii 
were  confined  the  alVcetions  of  this  illiberal  soul. 

Now  she  knockcd  at  the  door  of  Orion's  atting-rooni,  und 
he  hailed  the  late  Tisitor  with  snrprise  and  joy.  She  came  to 
converse  with  him  npon  an  important  sobiect,  and  did  it  at 
this  time  because  the  demeanor  of  both  Fanla  and  her  son 
awhile  ago  compelled  her  to  use  haste.  Something  had  passed 
between  those  two,  and  her  hnsband^s  niecewas  far  beyond  the 
limits  of  her  love's  narrow  bound& 

Sho  liuroduced  her  discoiu'se  by  saying  tliat  she  could  not 
Flr  op.  She  had  a  wish  at  heart  in  wliicli  Iiis  father  sbared. 
Onon  knew  Ycry  well  what  Fhe  meant,  for  ^lie  Iiad  referred  to 
th9  sub.iect  already  when  talking  with  him  jesterday.   His  ia- 
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ther  had  treatcd  liim  "wiLli  tlie  greatest  indiilgence,  cheerfrLlly 
paying  bis  debts,  without  uttering  a  word  of  censuie,  and  now 
it  was  f or  him  to  giye  np  bis  free  badielor  ways  and  set  up  m 
establishment  of  xusowii.   Tbey  bad  f  onnd  a  match  f or  nim, 

be  Ijoasiw,  Neigbbor  Susannab  Lad  just  been  pa}'iug  tbem  a 
Gall>  fibe  aaid^  And  she  admits,  you  rogue,  you,  tliut  tliis  moin- 
ingyou  oompletely  tumed  her  Catharine's  little  bead!" 

**I  am  ßorry  to  bear  it,"  interposod  he,  with  chagrin. 
'*  This  flirting  with  the  girls  hfis  bocomo  second  natnrc  with 
me,  but  I'll  put  a  stoj)  to  it  riglit  away.  It  is  no  longer 
worthy  of  me,  and  now,  dcar  niolliCT,  now  I  feel — 

**  That  lifo  is  bei^inniug  in  bobor  carnest,^'  chiuied  in  Ne- 
plioris.  "  The  wisli  tliat  brings  me  to  you  leads  precisely  in 
that  direction.  You  know  it,  and  can  have  no  objection  to 
jnake  to  it  tbat  I  can  see.  In  sbort^  let  me  broacb  tbe  matter 
to-morrow  moming  to  tbe  widov  Snsaimab.  You  maj  safely 
calculate  npon  ber  dangbter's  liking  you;  she  is  tbe  riebest 
beiress  in  the  land,  well  brought  up^  and^  I  lepeat  it,  abe  baa 
given  her  little  heart  to  you.'' 

**  She  bad  better  keep  it!''  laughed  Orion. 

Hereupon  his  mother  cxclaimed  heatedly:  "  Save  yonr  mer- 
riment,  if  you  plcase,  for  a  moro  Atting  seaßon,  and  lor  jesting 
niüf  ters.  I  mean  it  in  all  seriousness  "when  I  say  the  girl  ia 
ßweet  and  amiable  and,  God  Willing,  will  make  you  a  faithful, 
devoted  wife.  Or  can  it  be  that  you  havo  left  your  heai-t  in 
Gonstantiiiople?  Have  you  been  making  love  to  Senator 
Justin us's  iair  cousin?  But  psbaw!  you  could  bardly  suppose 
tbat  we  wouM  receiye  tbat  flatterin]^  Greek." 

Tben  Orion  embraced  her»  excbuming  tenderly :  No,  dear 
motber,  nol  Oonstantmople  Hes  far,  rar  bebind  me,  'begrcnd 
tbe  Ultima  Thüle;  but  here,  bere,  qnitc  near,  inmyfA^er^s 
bouse,  bave  I  fonnd  sometbing  mucli  fidrer  and  more  perfect 
than  has  ever  been  beheld  by  the  dwellers  on  tbe  Bosphorus. 
^J^liat  little  thing  does  not  b^uit  for  a  son  of  onr  great,  broad- 
shouldercd  stock.  Our  descendants,  too,  are  to  tower  proudly 
abovo  the  ordinary  run  of  people  in  every  particular,  aiid  I 
want  no  plaything  for  a  wife,  but  a  woman,  such  as  yoii  niust 
have  been  in  your  youth  yourself,  tall,  elegant,  grand  1(  •  kinfr. 
Ky  heart  is  drawn  to  no  little  scrap  ol"  a  tliing,  but  to  a  right 
royal  maiden.  What  need  is  there  of  more  words?  Paula, 
tbe  glorions  dangbter  of  noble  Tbomas,  abe  is  my  oboioe.  It 
has  come  to  me  recently  like  a  reyelation;  I  implore  yon^ 
blessing  upon  my  union  witb  berl** 

So  far  fTepboris  hiid  suffered  her  son  to  proceed.  He  bad^ 
inäeed,  expressed  fieely  and  boldly  wbat  abe  bad  dreaded  bap^ 
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ins  to  listen  ta  And  haw  low  she  had  maintained  her  owa 
Beu-oontrol!  Bnt  now  an  ena  was  put  to  this  lestiaint. 
Tremblin^  from  excitement  she  abruptly  cat  ehort  his  Speech 
and  exclaimed  with  highly  fliished  cheeks:  "  No  more  of  tbat, 
not  a  Word  morel  Heaven  forbid  that  what  I  have  just  had  to 
listen  to  shouM  prove  to  be  anytbing  eise  than  a  foolish,  fleet- 
ing  fancy!  Have  you,  then,  wlmlly  forgotten,  who  and  what 
wo  aro?  Do  you  no  longer  bear  in  mind  that  these  pe'0])le  wt  i  e 
Melchites,  who  slewyour  two  dear  brothers^  our  hlooiniiig  aoua? 
What  are  we  among  the  Greeks,  the  orthodox  so  calkd?  Biit 
among  the  Egyptians,  among  all  who  adherc  to  the  saving 
doctrines  of  Eutyches,  among  the  Monophysites  we  stand  lirst, 
and  are  so  to  remain,  dosing  onr  ears  and  hearts  to  heretics 
and  their  false  faithl  A  grandson  of  Menas^  a  t  rother  of  two 
martyrs  for  our  subHme  confeasion  married  to  a  Melchite! 
Saori  Liegious;  blasphcmous  is  this  thought;  I  can  find  no  milder 
tenn  for  itl  Before  I,  or  your  father,  snbmit  to  it,  we  shali 
end  our  days  childless!  And  for  the  sake  of  this  aflventurcss, 
who  owns  nothiii":  biit  her  beirgarly  pride  and  the  scrapcd-up 
remnants  of  a  ])roj)eriy  that  ,  in  its  best  days,  never  coinpared 
wilh  Ours,  for  this  ini^rate,  Avho  Avith  ditliculty  bestows  upou 
her  beuefactress,  t/unr  mother,  the  nioniiiig  greeting  that  1  am 
always  ready  to  give  kindly  to  ihe  bumblest  slave,  for  her  sake, 
am  1,  are  both  your  parents  to  lose  their  son,  the  only  one  lef  t 
to  comfort  ns  by  a  mercifol  Heaven I  No^  no^  no!  m&v  that 
neyer  come  to  paasi  And  you,  Orion,  my  best  beloved,  you 
haye  been  all  your  lifo  long  a  rash  fellow,  but  you  can  not  be 
crazy  enough  to  love  tbat  cold  beauty — ^in  two  days  yon  have 
ßc(  11  her  for  a  few  hours — ^to  grieve  to  death  yonr  old  mother, 
who  for  foiu'-and-twentj^  yeara  has  been  heapmg  affection  upon 
you,  and  to  poison  the  brief  s])an  of  life  left  to  a  father  whose 
days  are  numbered.  You  are  not  going  to  Und  the  coura^^»'  1v»r 
it,  my  precious  chÜd;  no,  you  never  eould.  Bnt  if,  in  .sonii' 
accursed  hour,  you  ever  should  find  it,  tlien — I  Jiavo  always 
been  a  devoted  mother  to  you — then^ — so  truly  as  1  hope  that 
God  will  stand  bv  mo  and  your  father  in  our  last  bour,  then  I 
shall  plack  love  for  you  out  of  my  souI  like  a  poisonous  weed — 
that  wpnld  I,  although  in  so  doing,  my  heart  should  break-^'' 

Again  Orion  drew  tlie  deeply  excited  woman  close  tohis 
heart,  for  she  had  long  since  passionately  freed  berself  from 
his  embrace;  gently  laying  Iiis  band  on  her  mouth,  he  kissed 
both  eyes,  and  whispered  in  her  ear: 

**  Ile  has  not  tho  courage,  and  will  hardly  be  able  to  sum- 
nion  it  np  whilo  he  lives/'  'J'hen  lie  seized  both  her  bands, 
looked  her  iuli  in  the  face,  and  exclaimed: Never  did  your 
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Bcapegrace  boy  know  aiuAi  anguish  as  while  jou  werc  niaking 
those  threats.  Oh!  what  dreadful  words  those  were,  and  worsö 
ones  yet  were  upon  fhe  tip  of  yowt  tongae.  Hotherl  Mother 
NephorisI  Yotir  name  signiiics  goodness^  but  how  angry^  how 
very  angry  you  can  getV 

So  B&jmg,  he  drew  the  beloTed  woman  closer,  kissed  her 
hair,  temples,  and  cheeks  one  after  the  other  with  a  fen^or  of 
affection  intensified  as  it  were  bv  the  ehock  which  he  had  sus- 
taincd,  and  ere  slie  left  him  he  had  agreed  that  sl^.e  miL^lit.  at>'k 
for  the  haiid  of  little  Catharine  in  his  behalf,  and  m  rctuni  for 
this  concessiou  obtained  her  promise  that  this  bhould  not  be 
done  on  the  morrow,  but  at  the  earliest  day  after  to-morrow. 
Already  this  respite  ajjpeared  to  him  like  a  great  boon;  and 
when  he  was  aloue  and  had  opportmiity  to  reflect  upon  what 
he  had  done  and  oonoeded  to  his  mother^  it  is  tme  that  hiB 
heait  bled  from  wonnds  the  depth  of  which  he  oonld  not  meas- 
nie  himself  as  yet;  neyertheless  he-rejoiced  that  the  tie  bmdinff 
him  to  Paula  was  no  closer.  His  eyes  had  many  a  time  told 
her  the  state  of  his  heart;  but  the  word  love  *'  had  not  yet 
crossed  his  lips,  although  it  amounted  to  as  much.  To  kiss 
the  band  of  a  pretty  coiisin  was  a««nrodly  allowable.  Loveablel 
Oh!  how  loveable  she  was  and  must  be;  and  yet^  for  the  sake 
of  a  maiden,  though  it  had  beoii  Aphrodite  herseif  er  one  of 
the  miises  or  graces,  that  were  a  tliing  not  to  be  thought  of ! 
He  niight  find  thousands  of  beautifiil  women^  but  only  one 
mother:  and  how  often  had  he  faiicied  himsclf  in  love  with  one 
girl  and  all  thought  of  her  been  banished  by  sight  of  &  prettier 
one^  who^  in  her  tum,  he  quickly  tired  of. 

This  time,  indeed«  he  seemed  much  more  deeply  smitten 
than  upon  any  preyious  oocasioD^  for  he  waa  sure  that  no  sudi 
impression  had  oeen  made  upon  him  even  by  the  fair  Persian 
for  whose  sake  lic  had  committed  great  follies  while  still  a 
scboo]-boy,  nor  tlic  fascinating  Heliodora  of  Constantinople, 
wlioni  he  had  not  quite  forgoitiMi.  To  give  u])  this  l'auhi  was 
hard,  but  there  was  no  heli^  for  it.  To-morrow  lio  must  do 
his  best  to  estabhsh  an  understanding  with  her  upon  a  f riendly, 
cousijiiy  basis;  for  he  durst  not  hopo  that  she  would  be  con- 
tent with  his  mere  love,  like  tho  gentic  llcliudora,  "v\  ho,  how- 
evcr,  was  her  eqaal  in  rank.  Oharming,  incomparably  charm- 
ing  it  would  have  been  to  pass  through  lif e  at  the  side  of  this 
filonous  being!  Should  he  drive  through  the  capital  with  her 
Ee  was  sure  that  everyb(xly  must  pause  and  turn  around  to 
gaze  after  them.  And  if  she  loved  him  and  should  open  her 
Erms  to  him  tenderly —  Oh!  ohl  why  had  mahcious  destiny 
made  her  a  MelchiteF  And  then«  alasl  alasl  her  soul  ooul^ 
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not  haye  been  creafced  so  particularly  well^  eise  in  two  years 
ahe  conld  not  haye  Mied  tb  win  the  loye  instead  of  tiie  aver- 
sion  of  his  exoellent,  affectionate  motiher!  Yes,  on  the  whole, 

it  was  just  as  well  tliat  it  should  tum  ont  8o;  but  Paida'a 
imagi'  did  not  leave  him,  nevertheleas,  and  spoiled  Iiis  deep, 
and  his  loneing  to  call  her  his  own  woidd  not  be  stiiled. 

Moanwliile  Neplioris  did  not  repair  immediately  to  lier  1ms- 
baud,  but  to  Paula.  A  thorough  end  must  bo  put  to  this 
alTair  before  slie  could  lie  down  to  rest.  TIad  htT  victory 
proiuised  immingled  satisfactioii  for  the  invalid  slio  wouldhave 
nurried  to  him  with  the  joyful  tidijigs,  for  she  knew  no  higher 
liappiaess  than  to  prepare  for  liim  a  pleasant  moment;  but  the 
Mukaukas  had  only  reluctantly  coincidcd  in  her  choice;  for,  in 
his  eyes^  too,  Oatluirine  lookea  too  small  and  chüdish  for  his 
great  tsJl  am,  whoee  intellectual  matnrity  too  had  been  made 
dearly  manifest  in  many  a  long  conversation  held  vith  him 
smce  ms  retum,  to  the  delight  of  his  father's  heart 

With  the  best  wishes  entertained  for  a  pretty  Uttle  neighb<»r 
he  could  not  be  satisfied  with  her  as  a  match  for  Orion.  To 
him,  the  father,  Paula  would  havc  been  a  dear  daiighter-in- 
law;  and  it  had  often  plcased  his  fancy  to  think  of  her  at 
Orion's  side.  But  she  was  a  Melcliite;  and  he  knew^  alas! 
what  a  dislike  his  wife  had  to  ]it!r,  aud  üo  he  locked  up  this 
wish  in  his  own  bosom  to  keep  froui  vexing  that  faitlif ul  uurae, 
who  only  lived,  feit,  and  thought  for  him:  and  Nephoris  kiiew 
or  SQspected  aU  this^  and  said  to  herseif  that  it  might  cost  him 
his  night's  rest  if  he  ehoidd  leam  what  Orion  had  promised  her 
before  he  retired. 

With  Paula  it  was  diiferent.  The  sooner  she  leamed  that 
nothing  was  to  he  ezpected  &om  her  son^  so  much  the  better 
for  her. 

This  last  morning  she  and  Orion  had  grocted  each  othcr  liko 
a  pair  of  lovcrs,  and  just  now  they  had  parted  like  a  betrothed 
Cüupie.  She  would  not  agaiu  be  witness  to  such  a  vexatioua 
spectacle,  and  so  she  promised  borseU*  tlie  pleasure — to  be  suro 
sne  must  keep  her  counsul  uutil  the  duy  af tor  to-morrow — of 

foing  to  the  house  of  the  Damascene  widow  and  exchanging 
lisnid  congratiilation& 

The  moment  she  entered»  from  her  beaming  countenance 
Paula  had  drawn  the  condusion  that  she  bronght  bad  news  for 
her,  and  so  maintained  a  fitting  composure.  With  the  mask 
of  cool  indifference  drawn  down  she  siiffered  the  outpouringa 
oi  a  mother^s  exhilarated  heart  to  Ilow  over  her,  and  wished  the 
young  couplo  joy;  but  slie  did  so  witli  a  smüe  that  infiiriated 
Nephoris.   She  was  not  ill-dispoäcd  as  a  geueral  thing,  but 
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whore  ihls  girl  was  conceracxi  her  wholc  natnro  seemed  altorod, 
and  slie  liad  no  objection  wliatever  to  showing  her  once  more 
that  modesty  became  one  iu  her  positiou.  All  this  she  said  to 
hersolf  after  she  turned  her  back  upon  Paula's  cliaiuber;  but 
perhapä  this  woman,  who  had  a  great  doai  of  good  in  her, 
might  have  been  moved  to  repentance  if  it  had  feen  allowed 
her,  during  the  f ollowing  houTB,  to  look  into  the  heart  of  the 
orphtm  intrusted  to  her  Charge. 

Only  once  Paula  sobbed  violently;  then  slio  indignantly  diied 
her  tcars,  gazed  long  and  gloomfly  upon  the  floor,  at  the  same 
time  often  shaking  her  beautif ul  head  as  though  there  had  be- 
fallen her  something  nnheard-of,  incomprehcnsible. 

AVith  a  bitter  nioan  she  linally  coniposed  lierself  for  rest  ;  and 
while  she  souglit  in  vain  for  sieep  aud  the  power  to  pray  and 
silently  submit,  time  stretehed  before  her  like  an  endless  piain, 
destiny  looked  like  a  cruel  bunter,  and  the  gamo  that  he  pur- 
ßued  ss  aa  herseü. 


OHAPTEB  IV. 

THE  GOYEBÜTOB's  PAI1A.OE. 

Ok  the  following  evening  rode  into  the  goTemor's  domains 
the  merchant  Hasädm,  with  a  small  portion  of  bis  caravan. 
Strangers  would  have  taken  it  as  the  abode  of  a  rieh  country 

geiitleman  rather  than  the  rcsidence  of  a  govemment  officor  of 
mgli  rank;  for  in  the  largo  yards  at  the  rear,  wliich  were  sur- 
rounded  on  thrce  sides  by  farm  buildings,  now  after  sundc^rn 
they  were  driving  up  great  herds  of  sheep  and  kine;  half  a 
hundred  horses  of  noble  breed  came  in  couples  Jrom  the 
watering-pool,  whüe  brown  and  black  slaves  led  a  great  drove 
of  camels  into  a  sandy  inclosure  to  be  fed. 

The  lesidence  of  the  proprietor,  in  its  nnoommonly  palatial  süse 
and  old'time  grandeur,  was  ridxt  well  fitted  to  aocommodate  a 
Ticegerent  of  the  emperor;  and,  indeed,  the  Mukaukas  George, 
to  whom  all  this  appertained,  had  long  been  investcd  with  me 
aforesaid  office.  After  the  conquest  of  the  land  it  had  been 
also  left  to  Lim  by  the  Arabs,  and  at  present  he  guided  the 
affairs  of  bis  Egyptian  fellow-citizens  no  more  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor  at  Uonstantinople,  bnt  as  commi^^>ioned  by  the 
cahph  at  Medina,  and  bis  general,  Amr.  Tiie  Moslem  cop- 
qnerors  had  found  in  him  a  kindly  disposed  and  wise  mediator, 
whüe  those  of  the  same  race  and  creed  yiclded  him  obcdicnce 
as  to  the  noblest  and  riebest  man  of  their  nation,  as  well  as  to 
representatiye  of  a  family  whoae  anoestors  were  in  high 
'iteem  eren  nnder  tiie  Pharaohs. 
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Tlie  residence  of  the  Mukaukas  was  only  Greek,  or  better, 
Alexandrine;  the  courts  and  iuferior  buildings  attached  to  it, 
on  the  coiitiary,  had  qiüte  the  appearance  of  belouging  to  some 
mighty  potentate  of  a  great  Onental  raoe^  a  pacna  or  satrap^ 
88  the  progenitors  of  l^e  Mokankas  had  heen  oalled  in  hea&en 
tunes,  and  as  suoh  been  honored  at  oonrl;  and  among  the 

The  guide  had  not  exa^erated  in  his  report  to  the  merchant 
of  this  man's  property.    His  great  landed  estates  were  aLtnated 

both  in  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt,  and  were  cultivated  by  some 
thoiisands  of  slaves  and  many  overseers.  Here  in  Memphis 
was  the  central  point  for  the  administration  of  his  private 
property,  and  adjoining  the  oöices  needed  by  him  as  a  govern- 
ment  oihcial  was  oue  destiued  for  the  traosactiou  of  hm  own 
bn8iueä& 

Well-kept  dykes,  and  the  broad  etreet  skirting  the  landing 
on  the  Nile  separated  his  eztenalTe  Hemphito  posseflsions  £rom 
the  liver,  and  a  street  f oUowed  the  wall  which  marked  Iis  lim- 
its  on  the  nortL  lipon  this  fronted  the  large  gate— alwajs 
open  by  day — Üiat  granted  access  to  those  who  viahed  to  see 
the  Mtikaiikas  as  servants  or  on  business;  the  grand  portal  on 
the  Nile  street,  adomed  with  Corintliian  pillars  and  always 
locked,  through  which  the  boating  party  had  yesterday  been 
ailmitted,  was  only  opened  to  the  family  and  visitors  of  tlie 
governor  who  were  of  liigh  rank.  By  the  people's  gate  rose  a 
guard-hoiise  which  sheltered  a  small  squad  of  Egyptian 
ßoldiery,  to  whom  was  intrusted  the  personal  safety  of  the 
Mukaukaa. 

Jnsfe  as  soon  afier  the  heat  of  the  past  daj,  as  a  tebeämg 
breeze  began  to  blow  from  the  riTer>  all  was  life  in  the  court- 
yard  behind  the  side-gate.  From  the  doors  of  all  the  dwelling- 
honses  emerged  men,  women^  and  girls»  to  inhale  the  fredi 
night  air.  A  few  servant-girls  and  slaves  drew  water  from 
huge  jars,  and  bore  it  thence  in  prettüy  shaped  pitchers,  while 
the  frecdmen  of  the  establishment,  sittmg  aboiit  in  groups,  re- 
fres'liod  themselves  after  the  toils  of  the  day  by  paying  and 
ßingmg.  From  tlie  slave-qnarters,  which  encircled  a  second 
court-yaixl,  there  miiigled  oddly  the  singing  of  sacred  songs, 
the  shrill  and  hollow  sound  of  pi2">e  and  timbrel  inviting  to  the 
dance,  ouarrehng  and  lau^hter,  the  screeching  of  a  ^rl 
dragged  mto  the  dance,  and  the  outciy  of  a  slare  amartmg 
•anaer  the  baSiff's  rod. 

The  door  for  general  admission^  that  in  honor  of  the  le- 
oently  letnmed  Orion  was  still  decorated  with  ridx  wieaths  of 
flowers  and  foli^,  now  stood  wide  open  to  faxnish  egiess  to 
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the  accountants  and  olerks,  or  to  afford  access  to  tho  Citizens, 
who  were  fond  of  visitiiig  Üieir  acquaintances  in  the  governor'a 
employ  of  an  evening;  for  there  was  constantly  to  be  found 
ßome  of  tho  Mukaukas's  higher  employ  es  who  knew  more  than 
anybody  eise  aibout  the  neweet  afl&urs  in  Churcli  ftnd  Stftte. 

ünder  the  wooden  porch  of  the  chief  inspector's  house  sooa 
there  sat  also  grouped  together  a  great  number  of  men  who 
gave  themselTes  np  with  all  diligence  to  conTereation  that 
would  have  been  ricli  in  enjoyment  to  them,  even  without  tho 
beer  which  was  handed  to  them  by  their  host,  that  they  might 
drink  to  the  health  of  their  ma«?tcr's  son  so  reecntly  retiirnod 
home;  for  wliat  was  more  deli<rhtfiil  to  an  Egyjjlian  than  to 
keep  the  ball  of  discussion  Üying,  and  in  so  doing  depreciate 
by  jcst  and  jeer  superiors,  otherwise  iinapproachablo,  those 
who  differed  from  them  iii  rehgion,  or  the  enemies  of  their 
couütrj. 

This  evening  especially  many  a  trenchant  word,  many  a 
bappy  bit  nrnst  hare  been  beaia,  for  there  was  no  end  to  the 
peals  of  langhter  and  loud  ehoats  of  applanse  in  front  of  the 
diief  inspector's  bonse;  and  the  Commander  of  the  gnard  at 
the  people'B  gate  cast  onvious  and  impatient  glancoB  at  tho 
merry  Company,  of  which  he  would  gladly  have  made  one,  but 
he  durst  not  yet  forsake  his  post,  because  there  stood  ready  the 
sadflled  horses  of  tho  messen  gor  s  waiting  to  be  dispatchod; 
tlioro  were  supphants  and  traxlesmoii  to  be  admitted  or  dis- 
missed,  and  in  the  spacious  a-ntochambcrs  of  tlio  govornor^s 
palace  were  still  asseml)led  jnan\  v»hu  dosired  to  8|)oak  with 
the  Miikaukas;  for  it  was  kuown  to  all  Memphis  that  the  sick 
govemor  only  gave  audience  of  an  evening  during  the  hottest 
montbs. 

The  Eg}  ptians  BtOI  lacked  oonfidence  in  the  Arab  antborities; 

and  everybody  sought  to  avoid  bein^  referred  to  the  depnty  of 
the  Mukaukas^  because  not  one  of  bis  subordinates  was  as  wise 
and  just  as  be.  IIow  such  a  sufferer  found  time  and  strengtb 
for  keeping  so  strict  an  eye  upon  these  deputies  it  was  hard  to 
explain,  and  yet  certain  it  was  that  every  judgment  was  put  to 
the  proof  by  himself. 

The  audience  hour  was  past,  and  the  anxiety  oxcited  by  tho 
postponemeTit  of  the  inuiidation  and  the  appearance  oi  the 
comet  had  filled  the  ante-rooms  this  evening  with  more  peti- 
tioners  than  usuaL  Deputations  from  cities  and  villago  niagis- 
trates  were  leceived  in  compuiies,  smtors  in  private  affairs 
flin^ly,  and  most  of  them  had  withdrawn  satisfied,  or  with  good 
advice.  A  soHtary  conntryman^  wbose  just  cause  had  been 
loDg  awaiting  adjastment»  had  stayed  behmd^  and  after  be  bad 
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sacriliced  to  the  fuTirfioiiary  in  charge  a  few  drachmas  out  o£ 
his  poverty,  lie  lioptd  evou  yet  to  reap  the  fruit  of  bis  patient 
tarrying,  wlieu  tlic  master  of  ceremonies  ordcred  him  to  come 
again  the  next  day,  and,  thanks  to  tho  gold  piece  that  he  had 
yesterdaj  received  froni  his  cousin,  the  guide,  hc  opeued  obse- 
onionBlj  to  the  merchant  Haschim  the  lofty  doors  leading  to 
tlie  apartments  of  the  Mukankas;  bat  the  Arab  had  obserred 
the  eoontiyman,  and  insisted  upon  allowing  him  the  preced- 
enoe.  His  interoeseion  availed,  and  after  a  few  minutes  the 
peasant  rame  back  content,  and  gratefully  kissed  Ilaschim's 
nand.  Thereupon  the  chamberlain  introduced  the  old  gentle- 
maii  with  his  followers  (who  carricd  aftcr  liim  a  hcavy  bale) 
iuto  a  magnificcnt  ante-chaml^or^  aiid  his  paticncc  was  sorcly 
pnt  to  tho  proof  before  the  gummous  came  to  him  to  show  the 
goveraor  Iiis  wares. 

His  timo  for  recreation  haviug  arriyed,  after  the  Mukaukas 
had  consented,  by  a  ßilenfc  nod,  to  receive  the  well  recommended 
merchant  later^ne  omitinued  his  game  of  draughts,  uncon- 
oemed  abont  those  whom  he  kept  waiting.  He  lay  upon  a 
divan  coyered  vith  the  sleek  hide  of  a  lioneas^  whüe  his  youth- 
fol  partner  sat  opposite  him,  on  a  low  seai  The  doors  of  the 
room  facing  the  Nile^  whui  e  he  also  held  audiences  in  a  recuni- 
bent  posture,  were  now  half  opened,  in  order  to  admit  tho 
cooler,  but  still  mild  eveniug  brecze.  The  grccn  hehtriuiii  * 
which  by  day  had  hiiidcred  the  passiigo  of  tho  sun's  rays 
throngh  the  opcuing  the  middle  of  theroof,  wasdrawn  back, 
and  moon  and  stars  luuked  into  the  apartment,  that  very  well 
fulfilled  its  destiuy,  by  oilcring  an  endnrablo  place  of  refuge 
from  tho  bui'nuig  heat  of  summer  days,  for  iis  walis  were  lined 
with  cool  tiles  glazed  and  varicgated,  its  payement  was  formed 
of  lieh  mosaics  of  intricate  pattem  and  many  colors,  and  in 
the  oenter  of  this  artistic  flooring^  aroee  the  real  dispenaer  of 
coolness^  yiz.,  a  broad  basin,  twelye  fcct  in  diameter,  of  brown 
porphyry,  fleckcd  with  white,  whence  a  fountain  spmng  aloft, 
the  waters  of  &jet  d'eau  sprinkling  the  wholo  environs  with  its 
delicious  spray.  A  few  cushions,  chairs,  and  littlo  tables  of 
cool  metal  constitutod  the  whole  remaining  fumiture  of  this 
lofty  apartment,  lighted  brightly  by  numerous  lamps.  A 
gcntle  breeze  came  throngh  the  uncovered  roof  and  open  doors, 
eb'ghtly  agitating  the  tlames  of  the  lamps,  and  sporting  with 
the  brown  locks  of  Paula,  who  wuö  apparently  absorbed.  in  her 
game  of  draughts. 

Orion^  who  stood  behind  her^  bad  already  made  seyeral  yaiQ 

*  The  awning  drawn  oyer  tb«  open  roof. 
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Jittempts  to  uUi  iict  her  atteiitiou  io  liiuiself;  now  lio  ofilciuLisly 
volim teered  to  bnug  her  a  scarf  that  slie  might  not  take  coldj 
bat  she  dedined  curtly  and  deddedly,  althouffh  the  air  bloir- 
ing  in  fK>m  the  riverwas  damp,  adid  she  seyeral tiines 
drawn  her  mantlo  more  closely  about  her. 

Tho  yoiing  man  bit  bis  lips  at  this  now  repidse.  He  did  not 
know  that  bis  motber  had  commnnioutod  to  her  tbe  result  of 
tbeir  last  night's  interview,  and  i'ound  no  explanation  for 
Panla^s  }ilf<  r<  d  demeanor.  Froin  morniug  until  now  sbe  had 
treated  bim  witli  ivy  coldnesrf,  had  barely  deigned  a  forced 

yes  "  or  **  no  "  to  bis  questionä,  aud  to  bim,  the  spoiled  pet 
of  the  ladies,  this  (k  meanor  became  more  a7id  more  uiihiiira- 
ble.  Iiis  motber  bad  j  udgcd  her  correctiy.  Sbe  aüovved  ber- 
eelf  to  be  ^oyemed  by  whims^  in  an  unheatd-of  manner,  and 
now  gave  hun^  too^  a  disagreeable  taste  of  that  hauditinesB  of 
which  he  had  neyer  bef ore  been  conscions.  Yea,  tiiis  frosty 
reserve  amounted  to  rudeness,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  »nb- 
mit  to  it  long.  Deeply  cbagrined,  be  f ollowed  eyery  movement 
of  her  band,  eveiy  inclination  of  her  body,  as  well  as  tbe 
cbanging  expression  of  her  face,  and  the  more  he  became  ab- 
8orbod  in  tbe  contemphition  of  tbis  proud  ereature  tbe  more 
beautiful,  tbe  more  pcrfect  he  found  her,  and  the  bighei*  rose 
bis  desire  to  see  her  smile  again,  to  see  her  once  more  looiv  as 
ßweet  and  womanly  as  sbe  bad  done  the  evening  bef  ore.  Kow 
fche  was  liko  iiotliüig  but  an  ex(iuic;ite  marbie  statue,  but,  for 
all  this  he  knew  that  flhe  possesBed  a  soid,  and  what  a  glorioua 
taak,  to  free,  as  it  were  frbm  herself ,  this  being  so  swayed  by 
f  ooHe^  whims,  and  to  show  her — with  harahness,  if  need  be— 
what  becomes  a  woman  and  a  maiden. 

Wbüe  under  the  sway  of  these  contending  emotions,  his  at- 
tention became  more  and  more  exclusively  fixed  upon  tbe 
young  girl,  and  his  motber — who  sat  npon  a  sofa  with  her 
friend  »Susannah  at  some  distanw  from  tiie  phiyers — remarked 
this  witb  increasing  vexation,  and  .'^ougbt  to  Iure  liim  away 
from  her  by  questious,  and  cbargbig  bim  witb  little  errands, 
and  to  prevent  otbers  from  observing  biß  ßtriking  preoccupa- 
tion. 

Whowonld  hsye  tiion^t  yesierday  moming  tiiat  her  dariing 
conld  so  soon  give  her  so  mnch  anxiety  and  annoyance? 
Just  as  his  f  ather  and  she  had  wiahed,  he  had  come  home  a 

ßelf-contained  man,  familiiu  witb  tbe  ways  of  the  world.  It 
is  true  that  in  the  metropolis  he  had  enjoyed  evor3^thing  that 
appeals  to  tbe  taste  of  a  young  man  of  noble  birtb,  but  for  all 
tn:it — and  tbis  was  what  gave  bis  fatbcr  the  keenest  gratifi^'^i- 
tiüu — for  all  that  he  had  preserred  unimpaired  the  Lreßhueas 
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9saä  acnteness  of  Iiis  sensibilities.  Kot  a  traoe  was  to  be  dia» 
oemed  in  him  of  ihat  satiety  and  inability  to  cii  joy  life  ihat 
was  so  commonly  seen  at  bome  among  those  of  bis  rank  and 

age.  He  could  play  just  ris  merrily  as  cver  vrith  little  Maria, 
er  enjoy  a  rare  flower  or  fiiie  new  horse  just  as  iutensely  as  be- 
fore  lie  becaine  a  travclor,  and  at  tbe  samc  time  had  gaincd  so 
dcep  an  iusigbt  iutotthe  political  complicatioiis  of  tho  poriod, 
tbö  coudition  of  tbe  empire  and  court,  the  admiiii.stration  of 
affairs  and  ccclesiastical  mnovations,  tbat  it  f  urnished  matter 
of  debgbt  f or  Ms  f atber  simply  to  listen  to  bis  talk,  and  be 
could  asBure  his  wife  that  he  had  gotten  many  an  idea  from  the 
lellow^  and  fhat  Orion  was  in  a  mr  way  to  become  an  aocom- 
^ifihed  statesmao^  and,  indeed,  was  alieady  fornished  with  all 
the  materials  f or  one. 

Tbe  mother  had  no  sooner  namcd  tbe  great  sum  that  Orioii 
had  left  owing  in  Constantinoplo  tban  tbe  old  gentleman  put 
his  band  into  bis  purso  with  a  certaii)  prIde;  yes,  it  deliglitcd 
him  to  find  that  tbe  ouly  beir  left  to  him  knew  bow  to  use  tbat 
great  wealtb  wbicb,  so  far  as  bimself  was  concomed,  just  aa 
well  as  he  had  done  in  the  days  of  bis  youtb,  aud  bow  to  Sur- 
round himsclf  with  a  splondor  that  reflected  hister  npon  bim- 
tiüJi  aud  biö  namc.    *'\Vith  him/' said  tbe  sick  man, ''yoil 

fet  some  retnm  for  your  money.  His  horses  cost  a  great  deal^ 
at  he  knowB  how  to  hear  off  me  ftäm  with  them;  bis  apparel 
swallows  up  pretty  sums,  yet  it  hrmgs  him  oonsideration  wher« 
eYer  he  appears.  Here,  for  instanoe,  he  brings  me  a  letter 
from  Senator  Justinns,  and  tbe  worthy  man  acknowledges  tbat 
he  bas  canied  a  wide  row  "  among  tbe  young  men  of  wealth 
and  fashion  in  tbe  capital.  A  complimcnt  of  that  kind  is  not 
to  be  despiscd,  and  after  aU  it  has  been  obtained  cbeaply 
enoLigh.  Why  nced  wo  call  in  quostion  a  few  bimdrcd  talents 
the  more  or  tlie  less,  and  there  is  sometbing  grand  in  his  hav- 
ing  the  spirit  not  to  do  so  either/' 

And  be  who  said  tbis  was  no  jovial  old  graybeard,  but  a  maa 
broken  in  healtb,  who,  however,  rejoiced  to  see  his  son  relish 
enjoyments,  at  which  he  had  long  Bince  been  forÜdden  hunaeK 
to  taste. 

And  the  fiery,  highly  endowed  youth  inst  emerged  from  bo^- 
hood,  whom  he  had  sent  to  tbe  imperial  dty,  wim  some  solid« 
tude,  must,  on  the  whole,  bave  \ed  a  mucb  more  regulär  hfe 
tban  could  have  been  expected  of  bim.  To  tbis  bore  testimony 
the  ruddy  giow  upon  bis  rather  sunburned  cbeeks,  the  swelling 
power  of  bis  musclcs  and  tbe  f  ullness  of  bis  sleek,  but  at  tbe 
fiamo  time,  artificially  curled  bair,  which,  after  the  fashion  of 
Uiß  daj  {eil  in  short  riuglets  over  his  loftj  brow,  and  impartod 
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to  him  a  certain  resemblanco  to  tlie  statues  of  Antinous,  the 
haudsomest  youth  in  the  days  of  the  Emperor  Hadrian. 

The  mother  agreed,  too,  that  her  newly  arrived  soii  ^vas  tho 
very  picture  of  health^  and  no  member  of  the  imperial  family 
oonld  be  dofhed  more  richly^  studiedlv  and  fashionablT  thazi 
ber  darling.  Bat  in  the  simplest  possible  garb  be  woold  bare 
been  a  bamdsome,  splendid-looküig  fellow/BOcb  aa  any  motber 
must  be  proud  of. 

When  he  had  ezobanged  home-lifefor  a  residenco  in  the  capi- 
tal,  there  had  been  something  about  him  that  smacked  of  the 
provincial,  but  nowhis  manners  had  become  perfectlyjiollshed, 
and  wherever  he  appearwi,  evcn  at  court,  he  was  sure  öf  at- 
tracting  attention  among  the  firöt  people. 

And  what  a  life  lie  had  led  in  that  great  city !  Events  enough 
for  a  Century  had  followed  each  other  with  ßtartUng  rapidity 
during  the  thirty  months  of  hiß  sojoum.  The  higher  the  ex- 
dtement  tbe  greater  tbe  satisfectionj  ydept  pastime^  and  if ^  on 
tbe  BoBpborus  he  had  rioted  and  reyeled  Bke  any  other^  yet  tbe 
pleasares  of  the  iable^  love-making«  chariot  racing  with  bis 
own  victorious  steeds,  which  he  had  richly  enjoye<^  had  been 
but  child's  play  compared  to  tbe  shock  whicb  bis  nerves  had 
sustained  when  he  had  stood  as  spectator  in  the  midst  of  pubUc 
evcnts  the  most  astounding.  Wretched  gratification  that  of 
the  chariot  race  at  Alexandria!  Whether  Iiis  own  horses  wou 
or  those  of  Timon  or  Ptolemaus,  what  signified  it?  In  tho 
circus  at  Byzantium,  too,  it  had  been  splendid  to  bear  oll  the 
palm,  but  there  wero  agitations  of  soul  here  far  more  intenso 
than  any  conceruing  chariot  or  horse.  How  harmlesb  a  thing 
to  come  home  from  diurch  in  the  vaUey  of  tbe  Nile!  Bnt  let 
one  cross  the  threahold  of  tbe  oatbedial  of  St.  Sophia  at 
Byzantimn^  and  ten  to  one  he  waa  canied  home  with  Dioken 
bones,  or  blceding  vonnds,  if  not  as  a  corpse. 

Thrioe  had  he  seen  a  change  of  nders.  An  emperor  and 
empress  had  been  dirested  of  the  pmple  before  bis  eyes  and 
mutilated. 

There,  then,  the  sensations  experienced  had  been  vcrily  try- 
ing.  As  for  the  rest?  Yes,  that  too  had  been  entertaining 
enough.  He  had  not  been  received  like  any  other  Egyptian: 
half  taiight  plul(;i;ophers,  who  called  thcmselves  wise  men,  de- 
ported  themselvesmysteriously  with  ])oinpuiis  ceremoniousness; 
afltrologers,  rhetoricians,  wretched  but  sharp  and  venomoua 
irits,  physidans  bragging  of  their  fatbers'  siml,  fanaläcal  tbe- 
ologianB»  always  r^y,  in  their  imbittered  religions  contnv 
yerdesy  to  make  nse  of  other  weapons  than  those  of  flrst  prin- 
dpleB  and  dogmas^  dirty  h^rmits^  negleoted  mentaiiy  and 
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bodüy;  oom-dealers  and  usnrers»  vith  vliom  it  was  dang^rom 
to  close  a  baigaiiimtIioutwitiiesaes---with  all  these  Orion  bad 

had  iiothirig  to  da  As  the  briglit^  gay,  handsome  son  of  the 
rieh  and  famous  govenxor,  fhc  renoTvned  Mukaukas,  he  had 
been  received  indeed  as  a  sort  of  embj^sador,  and  had  his  sharo 
in  every  enjoyment  partakon  of  bv  tlie  noble  youth  of  the  im- 
perial city.  Iiis  purse  was  as  richly  lined  as  tlieirs;  Iiis  health 
and  energy  twenty  times  greater,  and  three  times  had  hiä  horsea 
outstripjS  theirö,  he  hoTdmg  the  reius,  no  paid  driver.  The 
"rieh  Kgyptian/'  the  ''new  Antinous/'  the  "handsome 
Orion,'"  as  ho  was  called,  could  not  bo  Bparcd  at  any  feust,  any 
place  of  amusement.  The  first  honfies  in  the  city  gladlv  counted 
tum  among  their  gneste»  and  in  the  palace  and  villa  of  the 
Senator  Jostmos,  a  friend  of  his  f atner  in  the  days  of  their 
yoath,  he  was  treated  like  the  son  of  tlie  house.  At  Iiis  house 
and  under  the  anspices  of  his  friendly  wife  Martina,  he  also 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  fair  Hcfiodora,  the  widow  of  a 
nephew  to  the  Senator,  and  tho  whole  town  had  talked  of  the 
li((i)<0)i  botwecTi  Orion  aiid  tliis  graeeful  yonng  womnii,  whose 
severe  virtuo  had  hitherto  hvvn  noless  admired  thau  her  blonde 
hair  and  the  immense  je  weis  with  whieh  she  loved  to  adom 
her  otherwise  simple  but  cobtly  garments. 

Many  a  fair  J3yzantine  had  sought  to  wiu  tlio  favor  of  the 
Yomig  Egyptian,  until  HeHodora  had  driven  them  all  f rom  the 
field.  Bat  she  had  not  sncceeded  in  making  a  deep  and  last« 
ing  impresdon  npon  Orion,  andwhen  he  had  assnrea  his  moth- 
er,  the  evening  before,  that  his  heart  was  not  hers,  he  had  told 
her  the  tmtL  To  be  sure  his  prooeedings  in  the  capital  had 
not  been  exemplary,  but  he  had  never  gone  far  astray,  and  en- 
joyed  the'respect  not  only  of  his  boon  companions,  but  of  the 
rave  and  dignitled  men  Avhoni  he  had  met  in  the  hoinc  of 
ustinus,  and  who  praised  his  iutellect  and  iove  of  knowledii  ^ 
Ho  had  not  in  the  least  degree  omitted  musieal  eiüture  whüo 
in  the  imperial  city_,  and  tlierc  attained  to  a  rare  perfectiea 
both  in  ßinging  and  playing  on  the  lute. 

His  father's  mooe  of  action  had^  seriously  imperüed  his 
safety^  bat  he  foand  no  fanlt  with  him  on  that  score;  for,  in 
the  depths  of  his  heart  he  approred  of  his  cooise,  since  he  had 
himseß  been  a  witness  a  thousand  times  to  the  coutempfc  in 
vhioh  the  Greeks  held  the  Egyptians,  the  hatred  and  abhor- 
rence  with  whieh  the  orthodox  legarded  the  Monophysitio  Con« 
f  ession  of  his  people. 

With  ill-snpprcssed  rage  he  had  been  compelled  to  listen  to 
the  ridicule  and  abuso  inconsiderately  poured  out  in  his  pres- 
9U.QQ  npon  his  countiy  and  countrymen,  by  noblemcu  fimaU 
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ftnd  great,  laity  and  clcrgy;  thcy  dceming  him  one  of  tlicm- 
eelve^,  n  Hreelv,  to  wliom  cverytliing  barbarous'^  was  just  as 
repuguant  and  despicabie  as  to  IlH'm.sclves. 

^nt  in  theveius  of  this  "  mcxkrn  Antinous  "  wlio  knewliow 
to  render  Greek  songs  so  boautlfuUy  and  witli  so  pure  an  ac- 
cent,  ilowüd  tlie  blood  of  Iiis  ancecitortä,  and  any  invectivo  aimed 
at  Ms  own  people  stamped  itsdf  indelibly  upon  hisheart;  eveiy 
de&matioii  oi  bis  faitli  lecalled  to  Iiis  memoir  the  day  upoa 
wUch  the  Melchites  Had  murdered  bis  two  brotners. 

Thoso  conntleßs  deeds  of  blood  and  violence,  witli  wbicih  tbe 
Greeks  had  provoked,  insiüted  and  goaded  to  death  £g\  ptians 
of  a  different  creed,  had  now  bcen  avenged,  avenged  by  Iiis 
f  athor.  This  exliilarated  him,  made  lüm  prond,  and  he  suffcred 
the  old  Tiv.\n  to  look  into  the  depth^i  of  Iiis  spirit,  and  wliat  ho 
found  there  at  once  enraptured  and  surprisod  him,  for  lio  had 
feared  that  in  Constantinople  Oi  ion  would  not  be  able  wholly 
to  üscape  the  mighty  influenae  of  tlic  winning  Greek  nature; 
indecd,  he  had  often  feit  oppresscd  by  anxiety,lest  his  own  son 
might  disapproTO  of  bis  baving  handed  over  tbe  proYince  in- 
tnuri»d  to  mm  to  tbe  Arab  oonquerors,  and  conclnded  peaoe 
witb  them,  even  imder  oompuMon. 

Kow  the  Mubtukas  feit  that  himself  and  Orion  were  of  ono 
mind,  and  from  bis  dranght-board  ereij  now  and  tben  be 
would  caät  at  him  an  affectionate  glance. 

Tlie  Lady  Xophoris  cndoaynred,  as  best  she  conld,  to  entertain 
the  mothor  of  her  son"?  fiinire  bride,  and  to  diver t  her  atten* 
tio]i  from  his  singular  behavior;  aud  in  this  shis  had  every  ap- 
pearance  of  succeeding,  for  that  lady  entored  iuto  everything 
that  sho  was  saying;  but  it  was  made  maiüfest  that  she  was 
keeping  a  sharp  lookout  upon  all  liiat  was  going  on,  suddenly 
putting  the  question  as  to  "  Whether  ahe  tboogbt  ber  bufl* 
Dand^B  lof ty  niece  would  tbink  it  wortb  ber  wbile  to  excbange 
a  vord  or  two  wiÖi  tbem?^^ 

"  Oh,  no,"  answered  Kephoris,  bitterly.  "  I  only  hope  tbat 
fibe  will  soon  find  other  people  to  whom  she  may  diow  nerself 
more  condescending.  Depend  upon  it,  I  shall  smooth  ber  path 
in  that  direction!  Thon  she  tnrned  the  eonvcrsation  lipon 
Oatharine,  and  told  iho  widow  that  her  brother-in-law  was  in 
Memphis  with  Iiis  two  little  daiightcrs.  They  were  to  go  away 
agani  the  nuxt  day,  and  so  her  child  hod  liad  to  devote  herseif 
to  tlicm.  ''And  so  there  sits  the  puor  little  girl  now/Ma- 
mcnted  fehc,  "and  has  to  keep  tliose  two  little  chauer-boxea 
quiet,  whilo  she  is  longing  to  be  here." 

Orion  bad  eangbt  tbese  last  woids,  aaloed  after  Üie  little  gir]| 
and  tben  said^  cEeerf  olly; 
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"  She  promised  me  early  ycsterday  moming  to  make  me  a 
ooUar  f or  the  wMte  dog  I  hare  broia^ht  back  with  me  f or  a  me- 
mento  of  OonstantinoTOe.   Fy>  Mana!  you  are  not  to  torm«it 

the  poor  little  animalr' 

xes,  let  the  dog  goV*  added  the  widov^  while  she  tumed 
to  the  Mukaukas's  granddaughter,  who  wanted  to  foroe  tbe 
littlü  beast  to  kiss  her  doli  wliether  or  no.  "  But,  you  know, 
Orion,  that  Mttle  pet  is  much  too  pretty  for  a  great  man  like 
yoiirself.  Give  it  to  a  sweet  young  girl,  and  tlieii  it  will  fiilfill 
its  destmy!  As  for  the  rest,  Oatharine  is  alroady  at  work  upon 
the  collar.  Properly,  J  ouglit  not  to  butray  her  secret,  gut 
golden  Stars  are  commg  out  upon  a  blue  ground/' 

"  Bocause  Orion  is  a  star,"  exclaimcd  little  Maria;  "she 
embroiders  nothing  bnt  OrionaP' 

Happily  there  is  only  one  oonsteUation  of  mj  name,''  le» 
marked  fie.  Teil  that,  pleaae,  to  yonr  danghter,  good  nejgh- 
bor  Susan. 

Herenpon  Maria  clapped  her  bands  and  laugbed.  "  He  will 
have  no  star  beside  himself  I" 

And  the  widow  cnt  her  short  abruptly:  Little  minx!  I 
know  people  who  can  not  bear  to  be  toid  that  they  resemble 
anybody  eise.  But  this  time  you  niust  be  pleased,  Orion. 
Yes,  you  wei*e  quite  riglit  just  now,  Kephoris^  bis  brow  and 
moutii  are  cut,  as  it  were,  from  one  block  with  Iiis  father's/' 

This  reniark  was  correct,  and  yet  there  coultl  hardly  have 
been  a  stronger  contrast  than  between  this  vigorous  young 
man  and  yon  lan^d  elderl^  man  redining  there  upon  the 
diTan,  wboae  energies  were  endentlj  taxed  by  the  slight  move- 
ments  required  by  the  game.  Onoe  the  Mukaukas  would  weU 
bave  bome  comparison  witih  his  son,  but  that  time  bad  long 
ßince  passed  by.  A  few  gray  locks  now  covered  only  partially 
the  bald  pate,  and  of  his  eyes  — wliich  thirty  yrnrs  ago  might 
have  compared  in  brilliancy  with  those  of  Orion — there  was 
usually  notliing,  and  many  a  time  little  to  be  seen,  for  the  heavy 
lids  continually  drooped  over  them  as  though  tliey  had  no  Sup- 
port, and  gavo  a  weird  expression  to  the  well-iurmed,  ])aliid 
countenancc.  He  did  not  look  morose,  however,  rather  pain 
and  benevolence  had  combined  upon  his  features  to  expresi 
melancholy  oi^y.  The  moath  and  limp,  flabby  cäieeks  were 
rigid  and  corpse-Uke.  The  paralyzmg  bands  of  grief,  anxiety, 
and  care  seemed  to  have  passed  over  them  and  lef  t  their  im<* 
press  there.  He  looked  like  a  man  wearied  to  death^  who  only 
continued  to  hve  because  fate  denied  bim  the  boon  of  dying. 
Yee,  he  had  often  been  taken  for  a  eorpsc  by  Iiis  family  wben 
be  bad  dipped  too  frequently  iuto  a  oertain  little  box  o£  blood* 
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ßloiH',  and  taken  too  maiiy  of  tlio  little  white  pcllc^ts  of  opium, 
wliicli  formcil  iU  coiitents.  Oiie  of  these  he  had.  laid  upou  h'iB 
oolorless  hps  at  long  iutcrvals  whilc  hc  was  engagod  at  draughts. 

Slowly^  and  like  one  dreaming^  he  mored  pieoe  after  piecc, 
and  yet  nis  parfner  could  gain  no  advantage  oyer  her  superior 
antagouist^  and  had  been  beaten  by  him  nov  for  ihe  third  tlme, 
altiion^h  tiie  Mnkauk{tö  himself  called  hör  a  good  pla}  er.  It 
was  "Written  upon  her  high^  pure  brow,  and  stien  in  the  straight- 
forward  look  of  her  dccp  bluo  cyes,  that  .«ho  coiikl  think  dearly 
and  to  tlie  jioint,  as  also  feol  koenly.  But  she  seemed  to  be 
Belf-wilk'd  and  opinionated — at  least  this  evcTiiTiir — if  Orion 
pointcd  out  to  her  this  or  that  movo  slic  t^cldom  l'ollowi'd  liiä 
adylce,  but  witli  iirmly  comproRscd  ]i])s  movcd  the  little  pieco 
according  to  lu  r  o\vn,  seUlom  wisiT,  judgmcnt.  It  was  evident 
that  she  was  not  m  a  mood  to  bo  guided  by  this  particular 
oounselor. 

AU  present  could  but  obserre  tiie  forbidding  manner  of  tiie 
ail,  but  as  veU  Orients  eaffemess  to  conciliate  her;  and  for 
uns  rcason  his  mother  was  glad  when,  after  the  Mukaukas  had 
won  the  llilrd  crame  and  with  the  back  of  his  band  swept  to- 
gether  conf usedly  all  the  pieces  left  upon  the  board,  the  herald 
reminded  his  master  of  the  Arab  who  was  waiting  outside  with 
growing  impatiencL-.  The  Mukaukas  nodded  iii.^tcad  of  mak- 
ing  any  reply,  tlieii  drew  a  long  scarf  of  lincst  woolen  stuif 
more  closely  about  his  ^»ei-son,  and  pointcd  to  tlie  doors  and 
ceiliug  of  the  apartment.  Iiis  friends  had  long  siiice  been  in- 
commoded  by  the  damp  night  air  which  had  swent  through  the 
room^  blowing  up  from  the  river;  but  because  uiey  knew  that 
nothiiig  was  more  painf  nl  to  the  Mukaukas  than  the  heat  of 
Summer,  the  drauffht  had  been  cheerf  ully  endured  by  them  alL 
Kow  Orion  called  to  some  slaves,  and  beforo  tho  strangeis 
cntered  the  doors  and  opening  in  the  roof  had  been  closed. 

The  govemor's  partner  arose^  and  Mukaukas  on  the  other 
band  remained  l^nng  motionless,  and  cönstantl}'  kopt  Iiis  eycs 
covered  by  their  lids;  nevertheless  he  must  havo  perccivcd  wliafe 
was  going  on  around  him  through  an  invisible  ritt,  ior  hv 
turned  to  Paula  in  the  ür&t  place^  and  then  to  the  other  ladies 
as  well,  and  said : 

**  Is  it  not  stränge?  in  oLlicr  cascs  old  people  and  chiklrcn 
seek  the  sun,  the  one  set  pla^ing,  the  other  resting  gladly  in 
its  heat  But  L- -somethin^  came  oTer  me  years  ago— you 
know  aU  about  it— and  then  it  was  that  my  blood  was  frozen. 
Nowit  will  not  gct  warm  any  more;  and  I  feel  the  oontrast 
between  the  cold  in  here  and  the  heat  outside  very  sensibly^ 
fllmost  poinfuUy»   The  older  one  grows  the  moie  willingly  ous 
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deputes  to  youth  wliat  used  to  clve  pleasuro  to  one's  polf ;  the 
onlj  thiiig  that  we  old  people  do  not  gladly  part  witli  is  IxHlily 
CQmfort;  and  tlianks  to  von  all  for  patiently  submitting  to  be 
iucominoded,  iiay,  voluiitarily  pref erring  my  wislics  to  your 
own.  A  dreadfal  sammer I  You^  Paula,  kiiow  what  ioe  is 
from  jour  Lebanon.  Many  a  time  have  I  wished  for  a  bed  ot 
BQOw.  It  were  the  height  of  ix^  desiie  to  know  naught  but 
coolness — ^refreshing  coomess.  The  breeze  that  yon  dread  is 
delicious  to  me.  The  warmth  of  youth  gtmggleB  against  all 
that  is  cool." 

This  was  the  first  long  sentence  that  the  Mnkaukas  had 
ßpokeii  sin  CO  the  beginning  of  the  gamc.  Orion  aiiowed  him 
respectfidly  to  finish  bis  remarks,  but  then  oddod,  smilingly: 
"Meanwliile  thore  are  young  people  who  t;i  ke  pleasure  in 
beiiii^  cool  and  frosty,  for  what  reason  Heaveu  only  kiiows!'* 

So  baying,  he  lookud  f  lül  into  the  eyes  of  her  for  whoni  those 
words  wero  meant;  but  she  tnrned  from  him  silently  and 
proudly,  and  a  shadow  of  mdignati<ai  flitted  acra»  her  lOTely 
leatnies. 


CHAPTEB  V. 

THE   A  ÜDIEKCE. 

After  admission  to  the  Mnkaukas  liad  been  grantcd  the 
Arab,  his  servauts  spread  out  a  piece  of  tape&try  beforo  the 
suil'erer. 

The  gigantic  Masdakite  did  the  main  part  of  the  work;  but 
HO  sooncr  did  the  Mukaukas  take  iiotice  of  the  powerful  mau 
with  the  bushy,  lion-like  hair,  whose  girdle  bristled  with  dag- 
gers  and  a  battle-az^  than  he  called  out,  in  distreaaful  tones: 

Out,  out  with  himi  That  man,  those  weapons —  I  will 
not  look  at  the  tapestry  until  he  is  out  of  the  wayP' 

At  tht'  i^amo  time  his  hands  trembled,  and  the  merchant  in- 
stantly  ordered  Iiis  trusty  Hassan,  the  most  harmless  of  men» 
to  withdraw.  Kow  composure  quickly  rctunicd  to  the  gov- 
ernor,  who  liad  iiow  nnd  then  been  subjcct  to  similar  ncrvons 
attacks  ever  .^iiico  a  murderoiis  attompt  had  ha^n  milde  upoii 
his  life  by  a  (»n  rk  baiiislud  from  Egypt,  and  lull  of  admira- 
tion,  he  gazcd  upoii  the  tapestry,  abont  wliich  his  i'aniily  wjia 
groupcd.  Each  oiie  ackuowledged  that  he  or  sho  had  iiovcr 
Seen  auything  like  it  before,  aud  the  spriglitly  widow  Susannah 
wanted  to  have  her  dau^hter  called^  together  with  her  guests, 
yet  the  hour  was  already  late,  and  her  house  so  far  from  th9 
gOTeroor's  manaion  that  she  was  diverted  from  her  purpose. 
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Father  and  soii  had  heard  already  of  tliis  wonderf  ul  work  ot 

art  whicfi  had  beeii  captured  by  the  victorious  Arabian  artnyat 
tho  overthrow  of  the  Pi  i  sian  Empire,  in  the  white  palace,*' 
tlio  roynl  ri'sidciioe  at  Madiiiii,  tlie  ciipital  of  the  Sassanides. 
I'hoy  kucw  tliat  it  had  been  originally  tlirce  hundred  yard;>  loug 
aud  sixty  yards  broad,  and  had  hcard  with  Indignation  ümt  the 
Calii>h  Omar,  who  still  slept,  dressed  and  eat  like  a  piain 
leader  of  caiMvaas,  and  loiAcd  down  u]>on  sul-Ii  articdes  of  lux- 
ury  Willi  cuii Lumpt,  had  cut  up  thid  prictdcös  treasuro  iuto 
pieces  aud  shared  it  oat  among  the  prophet's  a880ciate& 

The  merchant  cxplained  now  that  th»  pieoe  of  tapestry  had 
fallea  to  Ali,  the  prophefc's  soii-in-Iaw»  as  his  sfaare  of  the 
baoty.  ile  had  himaelf  Been  tho  wonderfcd  work  entire  at 
Madaio,  whcre  it  hang  on  the  wall  of  the  glorious  throne- 
room,  aud  later  too  at  Medina  beforc  it  was  cut  up. 

Those  present  cagerly  urged  him  to  describt*  the  part  now 
missing;  bat  hi*  secmed  to  fuel  nueas}^  looking  frccpiüutly  at 
bis  naked  fout,  that  stood  upon  the  niosaic  j>a\üment  made 
datiip  by  the  splashing  of  the  fountain,  for  he  had  left  bis 
b.uKlals  iu  the  ante-chamber  in  obedieuce  to  the  customs  of  his 
people. 

The  goTenior  had  followed  the  motions  of  the  cid  ^entle- 
man,  who  of  ten  oarried  his  hand  to  his  lips,  and  whOe  h»  wife, 
Orion,  and  the  widow  besieged  Hascht m  with  questions,  he  had 
whispered  a  few  words  to  a  slave.  Immediateiy  afterward  the 
last  named  had  returned,  and  by  Order  of  his  masterspread  out 
a  longish  strip  of  carpet  bef oce  the  brown  butdelioatelyformed 
feet  of  the  Arab. 

Whilc  this  was  being  done  a  peculiar  alteration  took  place  in 
the  merchant's  manner.  With  a  dignity  of  which  no  one 
would  have  deenied  him  capable  who  had  seen  the  huniility 
with  whieli  lie  had  entered  the  rooiii  aud  recommended  his 
costly  goods  with  ready  address,  he  drew  himself  up,  while  an 
expressioQ  of  contentment  spread  over  his  plaoid  countenauce,  a 
Bweet  smile  played  about  his  month,  and  moisture  gleamed  in 
his  kindly  eyes  as  in  those  of  a  child  for  whom  an  unezpected 
i)]easare  has  been  i>repared.  Thon  he  bowed  low  before  the 
Mukaukas,  whilo  with  the  finger-tips  of  his  right  hand  he 
toti  lud  forehead,  mouth,  and  breast,  as  much  as  to  say, 
*'  What  1  think,  spcak,  and  fccl  is  at  yonr  scrvice,"  and  said, 
**  1  thauk  von,  son  of  Menas;  that  was  the  deed  of  a  Moslem!" 

**  Of  a  Christian,"  eagerly  corrected  Orion;  but  at  this  bis 
(ather  gentlyshook  his  head  aud  said,  omphatically  aud  slowly.* 

**  Only  that  of  a  man!" 

**  Of  u  mau,"  repüutcd  the  merchant,  and  theu  oonuuuedi 
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tliouglitf Lilly,  "  of  11  man!  Yes,  that  is  iTidced  tho  higliest,  so 
loug  aö  we  uro  wliat  wu  ought  to  be — creatuies  made  in  tho 
image  of  the  one  only  God.  Who  is  more  mercif  lü  than  Hef 
and  every  mercif ul  me  bom  of  woman  is  like  Him/^ 

"Theze  a^pn  a  ChnstJan  saying,  you  queer  Moelemr' 
interposed  Onon. 

"  And  nevertheless,"  added  Haschim,  with  qiiiet  dignity, 
**  it  gives,  Word  for  "word,  the  teachiiigs  of  that  besfc  of  men, 
our  prophet.  I  am  one  of  those  who  kiu  w  him  wlien  on  earth. 
TIio  Ycr}'  smallest  paiu  sulfcred  by  a  broiher  touchedliH  tf^iidor 
heart  with  friendly  sympathy;  Iiis  law  requircs  that  iiicrey  bo 
bestowed  even  npoii  the  tree  by  the  road-side;  it  t  alls  it  a 
deatUy  sin  to  injure  one,  and  every  Moslem  must  obuy  tlio 
precept.  To  exercise  mercy  is  called  in  the  bouk  of  the  pro- 
phet—" 

Here  the  merchant  wbs  suddenly  and  rashly  interrupted^  for 
Fliolay  who  had  hitherto  been  leaning  against  a  pilaster  in- 
specting  the  tapcstry  and  sOeiitl^  following  the  thread  of  the 
conversation,  now  took  two  qnick  steps  f orward  tovard  fhe 
Arabian,  and  with  flushed  cheeks  and  flashing  eyes  pointed  her 
finger  at  him  and  cried  out,  in  a  quivering  voice,  not  hccding 
the  astonished  and  indisrnant  looks  of  tho  Company  and  the 
litfcle  dog  that  barkcd  f uriouisly  at  tho  Arab : 

**yon,  you,  the  professor  of  that  lying  prophet' s  crccd!  you 
the  contederate  of  that  blood-iiound,  Chahdl  jou,  aud  merci- 
ful!  I  know  you!  I  kuow  your  practices  m  Syria!  With 
these  eyes  I  havc  scen  you  und  your  blood-iiiu:5ty  women  with 
the  foam  upon  their  raving  lips!  Here  I  stand  aa  witness 
against  you,  and  accQse  you  to  your  face!  Ton  have  broken 
futh  at  J>amasca8,  and  murdered  with  the  sword,  and  strangled 
with  your  hands  the  victims  of  your  treachery-Hiefensäess 
women  and  tender  children.  You,  you — the  aposÜe  of  mercy 
^have  you  heaid  nothing  of  Abyla?  You^  fiiend  of  your 
prophet,  who  so  graciously  spare  the  way-side  tree,  what  had 
those  pcoplc  at  Abyla  done  to  you  that  you  should  haYe8laugh<* 
tered  their  ijinooents?   You,  you,  aud  mercif id!" 

So  sajing,  the  passionate  girl,  to  whom  nobody  had  öhown 
mercy,  broke  forth  in  fco  a  bitter  laugh  and  flung  her  arms 
wildly  about,  m  tliough  driving  away  a  swarni  of  gad-flies. 
The  AVürd  mcrcilul  had  lalleu  upoii  her  ears  with  the  eiiuct 
of  stinging  irony,  tortured  as  she  had  been  for  hours  by  a  deep 
sense  of  wrong,  with  difliculty  held  under  restraint,  and  it 
seemed  to  afford  some  allemtion  of  Husezy  to  gire  free  bent  to 
ihe  anguish  that  was  rending  her  souL 

What  a  woman  I 
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Oiion's  glaaioes  hnng  upon  her  with  shndderingy  and  yet  he 
was  enraptnred.  Yes,  nis  mother  had  liglitly  divined  her 
Aattue.  Ifo  good,  soft-hearted  girl  langhed  in  that  way;  but 
grand^  glorious,  wonderful  she  was,  even  in  her  anger.  She 
reminded  him  of  a  statiio  of  tho  goddess  of  vengeance,  which 
he  had  seen  at  Comtantinople^  executed  by  ApeUes.  Uia 
mofcher,  shrugging  lier  Shoulders,  exchan^'^^Hl  a  kuowing  glance 
with  tho  widow;  but  hiö  fallier  too  feit  distui'bed  by  the  spcc- 
tacle  tliat  slie  presented.  Ho  knew  what  was  moving  hör,  yet 
feit  tliat  he  durst  not  let  her  have  her  w;iy,  and  brought  the 
excitcd  girl  to  recoUeetion  as  he,  half  re])roachfTilly,  half  in  a 
tone  of  commiöeratioü,  called  her  by  uame — at  ürst  in  a  iuw 
tone,  then  more  loudly  and  stemly. 

She  Btarted  Hke  a  Bonmambnliat  vho  is  snddenly  awakened 
from  his  portial  slomber,  drev  her  hands  acroBS  her  eyea  and 
Bald,  as  ehe  bowed  low  "betöre  the  Mukaukas: 

"  Pardon  me,  unde;  it  grieves  me  that  it  has  happened  so, 
bnt  it  was  stronger  tiian  I.  You  know  what  lies  behind  me; 
and  when  I  am  reminded  of  it  by  hearing  the  praises  of  those 
dreadf nl  inen  who  torc  from  nie  both  father  and  brothcr — 

Her  violent  sobhing  stein  med  the  tide  of  her  discourse,  and 
little  Maria  ncstied  up  to  her  wecping  from  sympnthv;  but 
Orion  had  to  use  great  self-restraint  to  hinder  hirnsoli  from 
hastening  to  her  and  clasping  her  in  his  arms.  Oh!  how  well 
feniiuiue  weaknuss  became  that  grand  being,  how  it  drew  him 
toherl 

Bat  Paula  did  not  long  succmnb  to  feelin^;  for,  eyen  while 
the  goyemor  was  oomforting  her  with  fiiendly  woids,  ahe 
gained  the  mastery  oYcr  her  streng  agitationj  and  gently  im« 
plored,  amid  ailently  flowing  tears: 

"  Let  me  go  to  my  own  room,  please!'* 

"Good-night,  then,  mydear,''cordially  responded  the  Mu- 
kaukas; and  now  she  tumed  bnek  from  the  dnor  to  salute  the 
others  in  silence;  but  the  Moslem  detained  her,  .sayiug: 

I  know  who  you  are,  noble  daughtcr  of  Thomas,  and  I 
have  learned  that  your  brother  was  the  bridegroom  wlio  had 
come  to  Abyla  üi  order  to  solemnize  there  Iiis  marriage  with 
the  daughter  of  the  prefect  of  Tripoli.  Alas,  that  I,  wliilo 
attending  mass  in  the  pursuance  oi  my  calling,  shoold  haye 
been  tke  shocked  witness  of  a  crazy  band  of  my  own  eoldiers 
falling  upon  that  peaoefol  town.  Poor^  poor  cbildl  Your 
father  was  the  greatest  and  hravest  of  all  our  foe&  Whether 
on  earth  or  in  hea^en  he  assnredly  respecte  our  prowess,  as  we 
d©  bis,  But  your  brother,  who  was  hurried  to  deatli  as  a 
bridegroom,  he  cursed  m  with  his  dying  breath^  and  you  we 
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the  inheritor  of  Iiis  hatred,  and  if  it  asscrts  itseK  proudly 
agaiiist  me,  the  Moslem,  I  can  do  nothing  but  bow  in  acqnies- 


well  as  thair  creed«  I  Know  not  how  to  adyanoe  any  apology^ 
noble  maiden^  f or  the  evil  deed  done  at  Abyla^  for  omj  there 
did  I  Gxperience  tke  deep  hmniliation — ^beliere  me,  young  lady, 
it  grieye  1  me  so  aorely— of  haTÜig  to  be  ashamed  of  my  own 
party.  War,  the  memory  of  inany  a  ^ounded  friend,  and 
wealth  lightly  plundered  had  unchained  passion,  and  where 
passion  holds  sway,  bc  it  in  ])attlo  OTcr  miTie  and  thine  er  over 
the  posscssions  of  others,  it  matters  not,  ever  since  the  days  of 
Caiu  and  Abel  it  has  beeu  the  same  old  story  over  and  over 
again/' 

Here  Paula,  wbo  had  all  this  white  bcen  standing  opposite  to 
the  old  mau  ^viLhout  btii'riug,  ishook  her  head  and  said,  bitter- 
ly: 

AU  this  does  not  giye  me  back  myfather  and  brother, 
YoQ  yoniself  look  like  a  mfld-tempeied  man»  yet  if  yon  are  as 


talk  about  the  mercy  of  the  Moslems. " 

So  saying,  she  once  more  bade  good-night  and  left  the  room. 
Orion  followcd  her,  for  whatcver  ensned  he  mnst  sj)cak  with 
her.  Yet  after  a  few  minutes  he  returned  breatliing  dee])ly 
and  with  bis  teuth  firmly  clinched.  He  had  seized  her  band, 
wanting  to  pour  into  her  ear  the  utteranceis  of  a  heart  over- 
flowing  with  love;  but  how  sharply,  how  frigidly  had  he  been 
repulsed,  and  with  what  au  lusiülerably  cqntemptuous  niieu 
had  she  tumed  her  back  upon  himl  And  now  that  he  again 
found  himself  in  the  bosom  of  his  family»  he  hardly  heard  bis 
&ther  expresB  bis  reffret  that  sopainfolan  occurrence  should 
have  taken  place  under  his  roof,  and  the  Arab  dcclare  that  he 
oould  very  well  understand  how  the  orphan  of  Thomas  should 
be  boaide  herseif  f  rom  griel  The  crime  at  Abyhk  was  inexcns- 
able. 

"  But  Dl  what  warfare/'  continucd  the  old  man,  "  does  not 
the  iike  happen?  l\\  v]i  Christ  is  not  always  niastcr  of  Him- 
ßelf ;  you  yourself,  I  know,  have  lost  two  blooiiiing  sons,  and 
who  were  the  murderers?  Why,  Christians,  your  own  brethren 
in  the  f  aith — " 

"  The  bitteiest  foes  of  my  own  partionlar  faith/'  slowly 
answered  the  govemor,  deUberately,  as  though  each  syllable 
rejected  coollr  and  prondly  the  insmuation  of  the  Moslem  that 
the  creed  of  those  who  had  mnrdered  his  söns  oould  be  his»  and 
at  the  same  time  his  eyes  opened  Wide  and  assumed  the  appear- 
«noe  of  tbose  hard  opaqne  stones  which  his  f orefathers  used  to 


just  as  kindly  disposed»  be  sure 
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set  for  eyes  in  tho  f acca  of  statues.  Then  thoy  slowly  closed 
agaiu,  und  iiu  cuiiLiuucd,  carelessly,  "  Wliut  prico  do  you  sct 
Ui>on  your  tapestry?  I  have  a  desire  to  purchase  it.  ^amo 
your  lowest  prioe.   I  hate  chafferiug. " 

"Ibad  it  in  my  miiid  to  Charge  fiye  hnndred  thouBand 
drachmas/'  answered  the  dealer.  Yoa  may  haye  it  for  fonr 
\iimdred  thoosaud.'' 

The  goyemor'B  wife  clasped  her  hands  at  the  mcntion  of  this 
sum,  made  gestures  of  waniing  for  her  husbaad  to  see,  and 
then  shook  ncr  head  disapprovingly,  when  Orion,  who  had 
rousod  himself  by  gieat  exertion,  and  wanted  to  show  that  he 
too  was  taking  au  interest  in  this  magnilicent  traufiactiou>  Said: 

It  LS  well  Worth  three  lunidred  thousand." 
**  Füur  hundred  thousaiid,'^  repuated  the  merchant,  com- 
posedly.  "  Your  falber  requested  io  know  the  lowest  price, 
and  I  am  asking  uo  more  tban  is  jnst  Those  robies  aud 
gamets  f orming  that  bunch  of  grapes  tbeie^  tbese  pearlB  bere 
among  tbose  myrtles^  those  turqnoifles  in  the  f oiget-me-nots« 
thoae  diamonds  np  thi  ro  that  hang  like  dew-drops  on  the  hladeö 
of  grass^  tho  emeralds  wliich  lend  bnllianc^  to  tlio  green  f  oliage, 
and  most  especially  this  incomparable  jewel^  i£  soId  singly 
Would  bring  a  higher  price/' 

Wliy  then  have  you  not  cut  them.  out  of  the  fabric?^'  asked 
the  Lady  Nephoris. 

Because  I  had  a repugnance  to  destroying  this  uohlo  werk," 
rephed  the  Moalem.    **  I  shall  seil  it  just  as  it  is,  or  not  at 

At  these  words  the  govemor  beckoned  to  his  son,  witbont 
beeding  tbe  disapprobation  whicb  bis  wife  had  not  ceased  to 
testify,  asking  to  naye  banded  to  bim  a  little  tablet  tbat  lay  by 

the  chess-board.  He  wrote  a  few  words  upon  it  and  said,  as 
be  banded  it  to  the  dealer:  "  Our  bargam  is  closed.  Early  to- 
morrow  moming  the  rent-master  INilus  will  settle  with  you  for 
it  upon  tho  preaentation  of  this  writing/' 

A  new  emotion  now  took  possePRion  of  Oriou,  and  with  the 
Gry,  Glorious,  gloriousl"  he  riishcd  iip  to  his  father  and  im- 
puLsively  ki^aed  hiö  haud.  Then  lie  turned  to  his  niother, 
ciiucked  her  under  the  chin,  kissed  lier  upon  the  brow^  for  her 
eyes  swam  in  tearü  of  chagrin,  and  exclaimcd,  proudly  aud  rapt- 
urously:  *'  Thus  deal  wc,  and  the  emperorl'* 

Hereupon  be  drew  nearer  to  tbe  Moslem  and  said:  "  When 
tbe  f  atber  is  tbe  most  magnanimous  of  men  tbe  son  easily  be- 
comes  insignificant.  No  ofi^ense  meant^  wortby  sir!  As  for 
your  tapestry,  grant  that  it  be  more  predous  tban  all  the  treas* 
oxefl  of  Crcesus,  bat  you  must  tbrow  one  tbing  into  the  bar* 
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gaiu  bcf orc  von  laden  yoiir  camels  with  our  gold.  How  did  thia 
work  ol  art  look  before  it  was  cut  into.piecei»?'* 

Tbß  Moslem^  who  had  slipped  tiie  valiuible  isablßt  into  Mi 
girdle^  accepted  this  diaUen^  withont  delay. 

You  know  itB  immenae  fength  and  bieadl^  originally/'  he 
began.  **The  hall  whicli  it  drai^od  accoiamoaatetl  many 
thousands  of  guests,  besides  f  umishing  standing  room  f  or  hon- 
dreds  of  guardsmen  on  either  aide  of  the  throne.  As  many 
weavers,  embroiderers^  and  jewelers  as  tbere  are  days  in  f  ho 
year  'dri'  reported.  to  have  worked  on  the  tapestry  für  a  whole 
generation.  The  woven  painting  represoiited  paradise,  such 
as  the  Persians  fancy  it,  füll  of  green,  bluoming  and  fruit- 
bearing  trees.  Here  yon  still  see  a  part  of  the  f  resh  f  ountain, 
which  when  vicwcd  f rom  alar,  looked  exactly  like  sparkliug 
fresh  water,  with  its  setting  of  diamonds,  sapphires  ana 
emeralds.  Here  fhese  pearls  leiuresent  the  white  foam  on  a 
waye.  Those  simdeied  leaves  there  belong  to  the  roee-bnsh 
tliat  grcw  at  Eden's  fountain  before  tlie  calamity  of  its  first 
rain  had  befallen  the  workL  Onginally  it  bore  only  wliite 
blossoms,  but  when  they  werc  Rnr]ias8ed  in  fairness  by  the 
linibs  of  the  first  women,  its  wiiite  llowers  bluslied  for  shame, 
and  since  then  there  haye  been  crimson  roses  just  as  welL  So 
the  Persians  say.'* 

**  And  tiiis,  Our  piece?''  asked  Orion. 

**  It  beloiiged  to  the  center  of  tlie  tapestry,"  replied  the mer- 
chant,  lookiiig  complacently  upou  the  young  man.  QuiLe  to 
the  left  the  judgment-seat*was  to  be  seen  on  the  bridge  Tsch- 
inyat.  The  Gondemned  were  not  represented,  bat  the  winged 
IVayaschi^  those  genii,  who,  aocording  to  the  Fendan  faith,  as 
gnardian  an^els  attend  through  life  eyeiy  mortal  in  his  own 
sliape,  one  with  him  and,  at  the  same  time,  distinct.  One  had 
them  before  him,  as,  in  wild  career,  they  pursued  th^  con- 
demned  cvil-doers,  attendants  of  the  dark  Angramainjus, 
whoni  n?ie  miist  imagine  as  hosts  fleeing  before  them.  Tri- 
umpliantly  the  blessed,  pure  and  true  friends  of  Ahuramasda, 
the  güd  of  ligUt,  advanced  into  thf^  bloominiggarden  of  delights, 
and  at  their  feet  were  seen  those  ^viio  were  not  qnite  condemned 
and  at  the  same  time  not  f  ully  acqiutted.  M'iih  bowed  hcads, 
humbly  and  silently  they  vanished  within  the  recesses  of  a  dis- 
mal  ffroye.  In  blissful  tranqmllity  the  pnre  enjoyed  the  gift»  of 
Paradise.  All  this  was  explained  to  me  by  a  priest  of  the  fire- 
WOrahipers.  Here  you  see  one  of  the  blessed  reachmg  out  af  ter  a 
hnge  bunch  of  grapes.  His  band  remains  there  intact,  bat  his 
arm,  alas!  has  been  lopped  otf.  Of  that  wreath  of  llowers  and 
fnütsy  -whkh  encircled  the  whole  as  a  frame«  a  splendid  speci- 


Digrtized  by  Google 


TBE  BBIBE  OF  THE  KtL«.  4? 

men  remams  hera    The  emerald  forming  that  huä,  wbat 

ßlionld  you  say  was  its  worth?*' 

"  A  wondcrfiil  gem!^'  exclaimcd  Orion.  **Heli(xlora  hcr- 
self  has  not  its  match.  Weil,  lather,  wiiat  say  you  aa  to  its 
Yalue?'* 

**  It  18  Worth  a  great  deal,  a  very  great  tlcal,"  answoivd  lie, 
**  aiul  }•(  t  were  this  work  of  art  eomplete  ut  iirst,  it  wure  too 
Ämall  a  gift  l'or  the  oue  for  whum  1  destined  it." 

**  For  General  Amr,  do  you  mean?''  asked  Orion. 

**  No,  my  son,"  replied  the  goTemor,  decidedly.  "  For  the 
ezalted,  mdivisible,  divine  peisou  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
Church." 

Crest-fallen,  Orion  looked  down  at  theso  words.  The 
thoi^ht  of  seeing  this  glorious  gern  yanish  within  the  recesses 

of  some  dark  oloset  where  relics  were  stowed  away  was  ropng- 
nan  t  t  o  Iiis  feelings.   He  could  haye  dispofied  of  it  to  £ar  greater 

a»ivantage! 

Yet  neitiier  fatlier  iior  motlier  observed  Iiis  disapproval;  for 
Nephoris  had  ruBhcd  iip  fco  the  couch  of  her  husband,  ha^:! 
thrown  herseif  dovvu  bciore  it,  wliile  she  covered  Iiis  cold 
ßlendor  hand  with  kisses,  rcjoicing  as  though  this  detcrmina- 
tion  lifted  from  her  a  load  of  anguish. 

Onr  souls,  onr  sonls,  George!  For  the  sake  of  such  a  gift 
-^just  wait — all  will  be  forgiyen  you,  mi  you  will  win  hack 
your  long-lost  repose. 

The  goveriior  silenfcly  shrugged  his  shoiikb  r3,lettheta^estry 
he  foldSi  and  locked  np  by  Orion  in  the  faölmum,  and  hnally 
dirccted  tbn  chamberiain  to  give.  the  Arah  and  his  foliowers 
quarterä  los  the  night. 


CHAPTEB  VL 

MÜKAÜKAS  6E0BGE,     TER  GOOD,  THE  JÜST.^ 

It  had  hideed  heen  anguish  of  spirit  and  scruples  of  con- 
sdence  that  had  occasioned  the  govemor  to  purchase  the 
tapestry,  and  so  it  would  perhaps  liave  pleased  him  if  it  had 
b€»n  even  doarer.  The  greater  the  gift  the  better  founded 
was  hope  of  f avor  and  acceptance  witli  the  recipicnt ! 

And  he  ha4:i  cause  to  bc  uneasy  and  ask  himscdf  whctlior  he 
had  donc  rigbt.  To  take  rovongf"  ^vas  no  Cliristiari  ad,  but 
still  he  had  not  been  ablc  t<>  bring  Jiimsclf  to  leave  luipuniHiied 
what  the  Melchites  had  done  to  liim  ^vhe  ii  tlio  opportunity  to 
min  them  occurred;  but  then  what  iatber  woiüJ  have  found 
this  posöible,  whose  two  bloomiug  sous  had  beeii  murdered? 
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This  dreadfnl  blow  bad  fallen  upon  him  in  the  heyday  of  life^ 
Since  tben  he  bad  feit  bis  vital  poweis  graduaUj  dedining, 
and  that  sense  of  weakness  too,  those  wretcbed  nervoas  attacks, 
the  discomforts  and  poinB  which  made  eveiy  hour  a  veariness. 

be  must  lay  to  the  account  of  the  Melchite  rulers. 

Tho  langiiishirig  life  nf  fhis  man  liad  only  continued  thus 
long  perforce  of  its  ox'igiiial  fuUne.^s  of  Tigor  and  that  con- 
suming  thirst  for  revenge.  And  fate  had  allowed  him  Lo  slake 
it  in  a  manner  that  finaliy  seemed  too  violeut  for  one  of  bis 
pauiüc  tcmperament 

Although  not  through  his  fault,  yet  with  hiij  compücity,  he 
bad  seen  the  Byzantine  Empire  lose  the  rieb  province  tbat  the 
emperor  bad  intrnsted  to  bis  Charge;  he  baa  seen  the  Greeks 
and  eTerytbing  named  Melcbite  dnven  ont  of  Egypt,  and — 
wbat  be  wonld  gladly  bave  -prevented — slaughtered  like  mad 
dog3  by  the  infuiiated  mob  that  bad  weloomä.  the  Moslems  as 
deliverers. 

Thus  cvcry  ev  il  that  he  had  wi>'hed  the  mnrdorers  of  his  sons, 
the  tornu'utors  and  oppressors  of  his  pco])le,  had  befallen 
them,  and  Iiis  vcngeaueo  had  bccn  only  too  complete;  but  in 
the  midst  of  tlic  joy  feit  at  tiiid  rare  gratifictition  of  ardent 
wiälicri,  peilt  up  for  years,  his  coTiscionco  bad  lifted  np  its  voice, 
and  ncw  anxietics  had  como  to  him  such  as  he  had  never  be- 
fore  experienoed.  He  lacked  tiie  strength  of  soul  oonstituting 
tbe  bero  or  reformer.  Too  great  a  resnlt  bad  been  effected  by 
bim,  too  terrible  a  fate  OYertaken  tboosands;  wbat  be  prized 
the  most,  the  Christian  faitii^  had  been  too  sorely  imperiled  by 
him  for  him  to  be  able^  composedly,  to  cnduie  tbe  thought  of 
having  oecasioned  so  mucli  wrong.  The  responsibihty  wliich 
all  this  brought  with  it  provod  itself  to  be  too  tietivr  for  Iiis 
shoidders,  aiul  as  often  as  he  re])L'atod  to  himsolf  that  lio  had 
not  iiivited  the  Arabs  to  the  coimtry,  and  Ihat  ho  had  lacked 
jjower  to  expel  them,  he  hoard  himseif  on  all  .^idcs  designated 
as  the  one  who  had  dehverod  up  to  them  bis  nalivc  Jand:  aiid 
now  he  saw  himseif  threatened  from  all  cjuaricrs,  bcUoving 
those  vbo  told  bim  of  assassins  wbom  tbe  Byzantines  bad 
sent  out  against  bim.  Bnt  more  tormentmg  yet  was  bis  dread 
of  the  wrath  of  Heaven  against  bim  wbo  bad  handed  over  a 
Christian  land  to  the  infidel.  Tbe  consoiousn(  ss  of  bavinff 
been  bis  hfe  long  a  well-meaning,  jnst  man  did  him  no  gooä 
in  face  of  this  distress,  and  there  was  only  one  means  that  up- 
lifted  Iiis  depressed  sjiirits,  viz. ,  those  little  white  pellets  that 
had  long  since  become  as  indispensable  to  him  as  air  and 
water. 

The  friendiy  old  Bißhop  Plotinus  of  Mejuphis  had  for- 
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giveness  fop  everything;  tlie  Patriarch  Benjamin,  who,  dur- 
ing  his  banishment  Imd  frora  tlic  desort  pointerl  to  the 
Arabs  as  redecincrs  t'roiu  tiie  tyraniiyof  the  MelrliitL'.^,  to  whose 
recail  and  remstatement  ho  had  mainly  contributtd,  and  fof 
"whose  approval  he  had  hopcd,  uu  the  coutrary  had  tivated  hiiu 
as  a  caistaway,  oiio  fallen  under  a  sentence  vi  eleriiul  daiiiiia- 
tion,  and  it'  he,  the  Midvaukas,  penetrated  mto  the  motives 
vbich  led  the  princes  of  the  Ohurch  to  take  this  view  of  the 
matter,  yet  he  iMlieved  that  Benjanun's  Office  of  ahepheid  lent 
him  the  power  to  dose  the  gates  of  heayen  against  eveiy  sheep 
of  Iiis  fold. 

The  more  securely  he  8aw  the  Arabs  settled  in  his  nativo  city, 
the  more  intelligently  rule  there,  the  more  Egyptian  Christiani 
ho  mw  transfer  thoir  fealty  from  the  cross  to  the  crescent,  the 
more  lu'inoiis  Fcemed  to  him  his  crime;  and  when,  after  the 
coni])l('tiün  of  his  work  of  ven^eaucü  that  the  ( J roeks  stylod 

double  treason/'  instead  of  («0(1*8  jiidgments  felling  liim 
down,  everything  canie  to  him  that  nicn  call  happiness  and 
good  f ortune,  the  bchever  dreaded  lest  this  bc  Satan  'b  pay,  into 
whose  acms  so  man j  Chiistiflji  souls  had  been  driven  thirongh 
his  qmcidy  concluded  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Moslems. 

Two  great  f ortnnes  had  imexpectedly  been  left  him.  His 
t]'(  asure-diggers  in  the  city  of  the  dead  had  exhumed  from  the 
old  heathen  tombs  more  gold,  silvcr  and  precious  stones  than 
all  the  rest  put  together.  The  Moslem  caliph  and  his  vicc- 
gerents  had  loft  him  in  onieo,  and  sliown  liim  frieiidship  and 
nonor;  tho  city  mapfistrates  li;id  l)estu\ved  upnTi  liim  Üir  {^pitliet 
of  thü  just  "  umid  the  ])landit.s  of  theassembicd  Citizens,  and 
his  ostates  had  ncver  brought  liim  in  greater  rents.  From  the 
widow  0^  his  eldest  murdered  son  he  had  reeeived  Icttors 
written  #i  her  convent,  fiill  of  rai>tui'c  over  the  higher  aiin  of 
existence  which  she  had  found.  His  grandchild,  her  daughter, 
was  a  chüd  of  such  remarkable  promise  as  to  evoke  the  ad- 
miration  even  of  strangers»  and  his  son's  frequent  letters  from 
Constantinoi^e  had  proyed  to  him  that  he  was  improving  in 
every  rospect,  and  at  the  same  time  was  mindf  ul  of  his  par- 
ents;  for  hc  never  failed,  voluntarily,  to  acquaint  them  with 
every  giatification  that  he  experienoed»  every  benefit  that  he 
was  reaping. 

Even  in  tliat  foreign  iand  he  had  lived  with  his  father  and 
mother,  esteeming  them  as  his  dearest  and  best. 

And  Paula!  His  wife  could  not  warm  toward  her,  yet  he 
considercd  her  preijeuce  in  the  ho  use  as  a  pleasunt  circum- 
stance  to  which  he  was  indebted  for  many  agreeable  hour»-^ 
not  only  those  spent  at  draughts. 
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All  tkis,  to  be  sure,  might  be  a  gif  t  of  Satan  ,  but  if  this  wer6 
the  case,  he,  the  Mukaukas  George,  waTited  to  sliow  the  Evil 
One  now  that  he  was  not  devoted  to  liirn,  l)Tit  tlie  Saviour,  in 
whose  niercy  he  hoped.  And  with  what  fervcut  gratitude  to 
the  Almiglity  was  his  sool  filled  for  the  aaf e  Tetnm  home  of 
such  a  son.  His  whole  bemg  urged  him  to  give  expression  to 
thisfeeling,  and  thus  gratitude  as  well  as  remorse  had  occa- 
sioned  him  to  devote  so  vast  a  sum  to  maldng  an  unparallelcd 
present  to  the  Church  of  Christ.  He  had  compared  himself  to 
a  prifioner  of  war,  whose  ransom  mone}'  has  arrived,  while  he 
handcd  to  the  merchant  the  tablet  ijiscribed  Anth  his  draft,  and 
wheii  ]k'  rnrried  to  hh  cbamber  for  tbe  night,  and  his  wifo 
nnweariediy  thanked  him  for  his  pioiis  projcct,  he  fclt  more 
cheerf ul  and  lighter  hearted  than  he  had  done  for  years. 

At  other  times  he  was  acciistomed  to  hoar  Paula  moving 
about  in  tho  clianiber  overhead,  which  happened  to  be  the 
apartment  assigncd  her;  for  she  retired  late,  and  in  the  still- 
ness  of  the  night  lored  to  indulge  in  reveries  of  a  sweet  as  well 
as  busj  natnie.  Of  how  much  had  a  bitter  fate  deprived  herl 
fother,  brother,  her  nearest  relatives  and  f  riends  all  at  onoe, 
all  throu^h  the  instrumentality  of  the  Moslems,  to  whom  he 
had  abandoned  his  native  land  alrnost  unresistingly. 

*'  We  don't  hear  Paula  to-night,'^  said  he,  looking  upward, 
as  if  lic  feit  the  waiit  of  somotliing.  "  Most  hkely  the  poor 
thing  has  lain  down  to  rest  after  the  exdtement  of  that  scene 
just  now.  '* 

"  Let  licr  alone,'' answered  his  wifc,  wlio  was  not  pleased 
to  be  intc'rru])ted  in  the  outpourings  of  her  joy,  while  she 
ßhrugged  her  isliouliicrs  angrily.  JJLow  sbu  did  behave!  We 
had  to  hear  a  grcat  deal  too  much  on  the  subject 'of  mercj. 
Kow  I  do  not  mean  to  praise  mj  own,  yet  I  love  to«:erdse  it, 
and  besides  it  is  my  piain  dut^  to  show  a  desolate  relation  d 
yours  every  kindness;  out  this  girl !  She  does  make  it  too  hard 
for  me,  and  I  am  no  more  than  human.  I  can  not  be  glad  to 
see  her:  when  she  comes inlr>  the  room  it  scems  as  if  misfortuno 
herseif  crossed  the  threshold.  And  then!  You  liavc  no  eyes 
for  such  things,  bnt  Orion  has  more  to  do  witli  her  than  is  ior 
his  good.    I  do  wMi  .slie  was  out  of  the  house!*' 

*  Ncphoris!''  burst  forth  her  husband,  in  a  tone  of  gentlo 
roproaen,  and  lie  would  glailly  have  reprimanded  her  more 
sternly,  but  Hin(^e  he  had  oecome  a  slave  to  opium  he  could  no 
longer  opposo  her  energetically,  whether  in  a  trifle  or  some 
great  matter. 

Soon  tiie  Mukaukas  lay  in  an  uneasy  slumber,  yet  he  opened 
his  eyes  moie  frequently  than  usuaL   There  was  missing  over* 
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head  Üiat  light  step  to  wliich  lie  had  beeii  used  for  two  ycars 
past;  bat  she  wlio  was  accustomed  to  paco  the  floor  thoro  the 
Ciiiiy  part  of  tliö  night  had  not  retired  tu  icbt  aö  hö  had  sup-  , 
posed. 

She  had  indeed,  after  what  had  happened,  sought  hör  Cham- 
ber with  glowing  cheeks  and  boming  eyes;  bnt  the  maids,  who 

Said  little  heed  to  the  viehes  of  a  guest,  endured  but  evidently 
ialiked  by  their  mistress,  had  not  obeyed  her  direction  that 
the  wmdows  of  her  apartment  ahoold  be  opened  after  sundown 
to  admit  the  cooler  night  air,  and  now  the  room  feit  stiflingly 
warm  and  siiltrj.  The  woodcn  shiitters  feit  hot  to  her  touch, 
as  did  also  the  linen  sheets  spi*ead  over  the  wooieu  of  the 
couch.  The  watcr  in  her  pitcher,  and  even  the  pockot-haiKl- 
kerchief  she  })icked  up,  were  warm.  To  an  Egyptian  woiiiaii 
all  thiswould  have  been  nothing  uncommon,  but  the  Damaücus 
girl  had  passed  every  summer  in  her  father's  beautifui  coim- 
try  re&ddenoe  on  the  heights  of  Lebanoziy  where  it  was  light 
aod  cheerful  as  well  as  cool  and  ahady. 

Out-of-doors  it  was  pleasant;  she  had  found  it  so  below,  and 
so,  withont  stopping  long  to  consider,  die  pushed  open  the 
blindsy  mnffled  nersclf  in  a  long,  dark  mantle,  glided  down  the 
steep  stairs  and  then  through  a  servants'  gate  known  to  her 
down  into  the  yard. 

There  she  drew  a  deep  breatli  and  stretched  out  her  arms 
wistfully,  as  if  she  longed  to  fly  far,  far  away;  but  soou  ßho 
let  them  drop,  and  looked  around. 

blic  iiad  not  meri'ly  goiic  out-ol-duors  in  search  of  coolness; 
no,  she  feit  a  pecullar  longing  to  open  her  indignant,  over- 
bnidened  heart  to  some  one;  and  in  the  servauts'  quarters  two 
beings,  one  of  whom  understood,  ap^redated  and  loyed  her^ 
and  another  who  feit  for  her  the  deyotion  of  a  faithful  dog^  and 
execnted  oommissions  for  her  that  were  to  be  kept  aecret  from 
the  govemor^B  mansion  and  its  inmatea 

The  one  was  her  nnrse^  who  had  accompanied  her  to  Egypt, 
the  other  the  freed  equerry  of  her  father,  who  had  attended  the 
ludios  with  his  half-grown  son,  and  protectcd  tht-in  when  they 
had  emerged  from  tlieir  hiding-place  alter  the  niaa«acre  of 
Abyla,  ana  after  a  long  stay  in  a  Valley  of  Lebanoii  had  lound 
no  better  counserto  give  them  than  to  flee  into  EiTypt  and  there 
place  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  Mukaukas  George, 
whose  sißter  had  been  her  father 's  first  wife.  She  herseif  came 
from  a  seoond  marriage  with  a  Synan  lady  of  rank^  who  had 
been  a  consm  of  the  Emneror  Heraclhis,  and  who  had  died 
Tonng,  ahorüy  after  her  birtlL  She  had  been  parted  from  both 
her  servanta. 
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The  nurse,  Perpetua,  had  beeu  employed  by  fche  governor's 
wife— who  had  beeu  quick  to  recoguize  ia  her  an  nuasoally 
skillf al  weaver — to  superiDtend  the  female  alavea  of  the  hoase 
bnued  at  the  loom,  and  the  old  woman  had  gladiy  undertaken 
this  oflBce,  although  she  was  o£  free  birth,  for  ehe  would  have 
put  up  with  anytliing  for  Ihe  sake  o£  remainiuK  the  neigh- 
borhood  of  her  beloved  foster-child. 

The  equerry,  Hiram,  with  bis  son,  had  alsobeen  adde«!  to  the 
retirmo  of  the  Mukaukas,  in  the  ürst  phice  that  ho  might  at- 
teiid  Lo  the  five  fme  horses  froni  her  fathcr^s  stähle,  which  the 
fugitivcs  had  brought  with  thcin  to  Egypt,  but  moreover — for 
bis  vahiable  qimhties,  too,  had  beeu  speedily  recognized — to  be 
referred  to  as  a  veterinary  aurgeon  and  traiuer  of  horses. 

Paula  wii^^  to  speak  with  both  these,  and  knew  ezactiy 
where  to  find  them>  yet  conld  not  reach  them  withoat  expos^ 
ing  herseif  to  irbat  was  disagreeable,  for  the  Mukaukas's  free- 
men,  their  friends»  and  now,  after  the  shutting  of  the  gates» 
the  soldiers  of  the  watch,  were  still  sittiiig  about  iii  di&rent 
groups,  chatting  together,  and  oertaiuly  would  not  speedily 
separate,  for  some  slares  were  just  now  bringing  the  watch- 
men  their  supper. 

Coming  and  going  still  continued  in  the  yard,  for  every  one 
who  could  en joyed  the  coolness  of  the  night.  Only  the  slaves 
were  not  atnong  this  nuniber,  since,  immediately  after  the 
locking  of  the  gates  they  had  been  sent  to  thoir  ovvn  abodesj 
yet  from  their  quarters,  too,  voices^till  made  themselves  heard. 

Paula,  with  beatine  heart^  souffht  to  take  in  everythiug 
within  reach  of  her  sbarp  ejes  and  ears.  The  waxing  moon 
lighted  up  one  half  of  the  ooart,  the  other  lay  in  darkness  as 
far  ag  the  shadow  of  thegovernor*8  mansioii  extended.  In  the 
midst  of  the  first  semi-oirole,  where  the  freedtueu  had  grouped 
themselves  toß^ether,  burned  a  fire  that  cast  varying  lights 
lipon  their  browfi  featiires,  and  when  it  was  fed  with  frt^sh  fuel 
lüU])tHl  up  high  and  lighted  up  also  the  dark  part  of  the  broad 
spacü  in  front  of  her.  This  iucreased  tho  trepidation  of  the 
aiixiously  watchful  girl,  who  had  to  traverse  the  court,  and  yet 
durst  not  be  observed;  for,  inuocent  and  natural  as  was  all 
that  she  planned,  she  knew,  nevertheless,  that  her  uncle's  wife 
would  shamefully  misinterpiet  her  noctnrnal  strolL 

In  the  beginn  ing  Nephoris  had  called  upon  her  busband  to 
secoud  Paula  in  her  inquiries  after  her  father,  of  whose  death 
nobody  had  oertain  proof ;  but  the  lady's  exhortation  had  not 
been  necessary,  for  her  husband  had  voluntarily  dcvoted  a  füll 
year  to  investigations  both  among  Christians  and  Moslems  as 
to  the  life  or  death  oi  the  missing  man^  yet  for  mauy  mouths 
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auy  f urthej-  effort  in  this  direction  had  been  declarcd  folly  by 
the  Lady  Ne])liorirf  in  tho  first  ])lace,  and  sonn  nftorward  her 
weak  husband  liad  adopted  her  view  aud  giveu  ior  lost  one 
who  had  disappeared  utterly. 

Without  personal  sacrifice  the  goveraor  had  saved  for  her  a 

frcat  deai  oi'  her  father's  propertj,  sol,d  the  landed  cstato  to 
er  advantage^  collected  oatstanding  debts  where  it  was  ßtOI 
poesible^  and  wanted  to  lender  her  an  accoimt  of  all  that  he 
nad  won  back.  Bat  she  kiiew  that  her  pjoperty  was  safe  in 
bis  faands;  and  she  was  satisfied  with  the  communication  that 
althoughahe  was  not  rieh  in  the  sense  of  the  Egyptian  Ora^us, 
she  was  neverthcless  in  possession  of  a  considerable  fortune. 
When  once  and  again  she  asked  for  a  portion  of  this,  in  ordor 
to  j^rosecutü  mvebtitrations,  the  Mukaukas  had  immidiately 
coanted  out  to  her  the  money  she  wished  for.  The  third  time, 
on  the  contrary,  he  refused,  with  all  tirnmcss,  to  do  as  she  de- 
sired  ,  through  a  good  motivc.  In  w  doing  he  called  himself 
her  Kurios'^  and  natural  guardian,  declaring  it  to  be  bis  duty 
to  hinaer  her  from  ffratilying  a  whim»  because  this  vain  qaest 
had  been  pnrsued  long  enough  to  consmne  means  that  wonid 
one  daj  be  welcome  to  her — ^yes^  probablj  necessary.  The 
amonnt  liitherto  cxpeiided  he  had  contributed  from  bis  owu 
ooffers.  She  feit  this  as  a  npble  deed,  vet  she  urged  him  agam 
and  again  to  let  her  have  her  way,  but  so  far  in  vain,  for  with 
all  determination  hc  laid  bis  band  upon  the  property  intrusted 
to  him,  and  \\  ould  allow  her  not  a  stiver  more  for  the  sole, 
dearest  aini  of  her  life. 

She  apparently  submitted,  bnt  in  her  purpose  of  making  every 
ßacrifice  l'or  the  sake  of  finding  traces  of  her  vanished  parent 
her  firm  soid  wavered  not  for  an  instant. 

For  the  proceeds  of  a  string  of  pe-arls  thfit  slie  possessed  her 
Xauiiiui  iiiram  liad  uudertaken  a  long  jouruey,  aud  morcover 
aent  a  series  of  messengers  to  different  lands.  Now  at  least 
one  might  haye  retumed  iight  well  with  new  tidings^  and  she 
rnust  speak  with  the  freedman. 

But  how  get  to  him  imnoticedP 

For  some  minntes  she  spied  and  listened  for  a  favoiable 
Chance  to  croas  the  coort. 

There  feil  a  ray  of  light  apoii  a  face.  It  was  that  of  Hiram. 

Now  the  merry  semi-circle  borst  into  a  loud  laugh  as  wilJi 
one  Yoice^  and  she  seized  a  sudden  determination,  drew  ti^e 
mantle  lower  down  over  her  face,  qnickly  crossed  orer  tili 

*  li^al  adviMT. 
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ßhaded  part  of  the  court,  and  then  stooping  f  orward,  hurried 
Üirough  the  moonsiiine  to  the  daye  quorters. 

At  the  entrsQoe  to  these  ahe  paused  bieathless  and  vith  beat- 
ing  hearfc.  Had  thev  observod  ner?  No!  Not  a  call  rang  out, 
not  a  step  approacned,  all  the  dogs  knew  her;  the  sentinels 
who  wcre  usually  stationed  here  had  deserted  tiieir  posts  and 
sat  by  tlio  fire  with  tlieir  comrades. 

The  ioTicr  linuse  to  her  left  was  wlicre  tlic  wcaving  was  done> 
and  in  its  uppcr  story  dwelt  Perpetua,  her  nurse. 

Here,  too,  precaution  was  needed,  for  her  aunt  oftcu  came 
to  this  very  plane  to  apportion  tasks  to  the  work-women,  to 
inspect  wliaL  v\  as  duiic,  und  dccide  liow  iho  hundred  looms 
were  to  be  employed  that  were  in  motion  daily  from  early  in 
the  moming  until  late  at  night  If  ahe  were  seen  here  the 
wearers  ooSd  too  easily  betray  her  noctnmal  yisit  to  their 

They  had  not  gone  to  rest  bere  either,  for  from  the  sreat 
fihed,  open  on  all  sides,  only  co?ered  by  a  roof ,  wlierc  stood  the 
dyer's  vats,  a^rain  her  cars  were  greeted  by  loud  laughter. 
This  class  of  scrvauta  too  enjoyed  the  coolness  of  the  night 
after  the  glowing  day;  the  cirls  had  also  kindled  a  fire. 

Paula  had  to  go  past  them  through  the  moonshine,  but  the 
moment  had  not  come  for  tliis,  and  she  drew  close  up  against 
the  straw  teut  which  covered  the  hu^e  earthi  iiware  water«  jugs 
that  were  stationed  here  for  the  maid-servants  to  drink  from. 
It  cast  a  dark,  three-KK>mered  shadow  upon  the  dosty  ground 
gleaming  in  the  moonhght,  aad  thiis  shielded  her  from  we  ob- 
senration  of  the  weavers;  bot  ehe  lieard  and  saw  what  pufised 
in  tlio  shcd. 

There  lay  behind  her  a  day  of  sore  trials  that  had  ended  for 
her  with  shrill  discordance,  and  behind  that  a  series  of  bhssful 
hours  promising  happiness  new  to  her.  Tlicse  had  bccn  pre- 
ceded  by  a  long  period  of  humiliation  as  the  sequence  to  crush- 

ing  affliction. 

How  joyous  aud  suniiy  had  becn  her  cliildhood,  Low  deliglit- 
/ul  her  first  youth!  Tlicro  liad  beeu  years  of  her  lifo  when  slio 
liad  awakened  every  nioriiing  to  uew  joy  and  gone  to  bed  every 
evening  vith  thanksgivings  that  gushed  forth  from  her  sonl  as 
spontaneonsly  as  pemime  from  the  rose.  How  often  then  had 
ehe  incrednlonsly  shaken  her  loTely  head  in  dissent  when  life 
had  been  caUed  in  her  preaence  a  vale  of  tears  and  hnman 
destiny  pitiable.  Kow — ^now  she  knew  bettor,  and  in  many 
lonely  hours  during  sleepless  nights  she  asked  hcrself  whether 
thcrc  could  bc  a  good  God  tenderly  alfectionate  to  every  bcing 

whom  lie  hid  created^  wbo  woold  let  a  <^d  be  bom  and  grow 
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opwith  lügh  hopes^  just  to  let  her  be  robbcd  of  eveiyÜiing  tbat 
WB8  dcar  and  desirable  to  her,  down  to  hope  itself. 

But  the  unhappy  ^rl  had  been  piously  educated,  so  prayed 
and  clung  to  faith;  and  just  recently  it  had  Becmed  aa 

^hongh  Hoaven  was  going  to  grant  her  what  licr  warni  heart 
most  longed  after,  viz.,  the  love  of  a  mau  worthy  ot  bemg 
loved.    And  now — and  ncw? 

There  she  stood  disconsolate^  feeling  iiiteiisely  lier  hcart'a 
emptincss,  and  if  she  hatl  been  miserable  betöre,  now  she  was 
etill  more  so ;  then  she  had  been  lonely,  now  she  had  been  ]>ü- 
trayed,  she,  tlie  daughter  of  1'homas,  the  relation,  tlic  giiust  of 
the  richest  family  iu  the  country;  and  beside  her,  in  tliu  rude- 
lybidlt,  stamed  dyer's-shed,  from  the  eheste  of  ßlave-ghls 
bruised  by  the  pverseer^s  lash,  rang  forth  such  loud  merry 
peals  of  laughter  that  she  had  to  listen  and  fix  her  eyes  upon 
Ütoee  endned  with  such  exuberant  apirits. 

TTnder  the  great  shed  coyered  vith  palm  branches  were 
gaäiered  together  many  girls,  pretty  and  ugly,  brown  and 
white»  little  and  big,  stndght  and  crooked,  from  stooping  in- 
cessantly  over  the  loom  at  a  tender  age,  for  all  were  young, 
none  older  than  eighteen.  8iaves  were  capital,  bearing  inter- 
est  in  work  and  children.  Each  bond-maiden  was  marriod  to 
another  siavc  sooji  aft  er  at  tuiuiug  her  growth.  In  weaviu^, 
both  maids  and  matrons  were  employed,  but  the  latter  slept  m 
their  own  quarters  with  husbaud  and  cliildren.  The  unmarried 
woi  k.  womeu,  on  the  other  hand,  pa^^ed  the  night  in  sleepiug- 
rooms  adjoining  the  ])lace  where  their  work  went  on. 

Now  they  enjoyed  the  cveuing  holiday  and  had  divided  into 
two  groups.  One  uf  these  watched  an  Kgyptian  girl  scribbling 
upon  a  table,  the  other  sat  amusing  themselves  with  a  harm- 
less  game,  This  consisted  in  every  girl  flinging  her  shoe  away 
over  her  head.  If  it  flew  over  a  maä  set  bebind  the  thrower^s 
back  then  ehe  was  soon  to  be  married  to  the  man  she  loyed> 
but  if  ifc  feil  between  her  and  the  limit  set,  withont  reaching 
it^  then  she  had  either  to  live  single  longer,  or  was  to  put  np 
with  a  mate  whom  she  did  not  like. 

The  girl  who  was  drawing^  with  abont  twenty  gronped 
around  her,  had  to  design  pattems  for  the  weayer»  possessing 

the  talent  derived  from  her  ancestors  for  representing  anyfaee 
by  giving  a  side  view  of  it  with  a  fcw  strokos,  so  tliat  it  was 
easuy  recognizable,  no  matter  how  c  onii(  aüy  distorted  it  might 
be.  This  art  work  she  did  with  tliL'  help  of  a  wax  tablet  and 
a  copper  Stylus,  and  then  it  was  ff)r  the  others  to  guess  for 
whom  it  wad  iniendcd.    A  isoiitiiry  giii  coweriid  against  thal 
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post  of  tho  shed  which  was  f urthest  in  the  rear  and  looked 

moodily  into  her  lap. 

Panla  siirveyed  all  tlüs,  iukI  comjwehended ,  too,  what  was 
going  011,  althoiigh  no  connected  isentcnce  ^\"ds  spoken,  and 
nothing  was  to  ho  heard  but  laughter — loud,  hearty,  irrosistible 
langhter.  Ii  u  maid  threw  her  Bhoe  far  enough  then  her 
young  companious  luughcd  and  ehouicd  at  ilic  top  ol"  thcir 
voices,  and  each  ono  called  out  lustily  the  name  of  the  man 
(hat  Bhe  chose  for  her  fellow  Bervant;  if  ihe  ahoe  feil  to  the 
ßronnd  in  front  of  the  stake^  the  merriment  was  still  more 
Doiflterons^  andthey  yellcd  oat  the  name  of  the  oldest  and  most 
repulsive  alaTe  of  whom  they  conld  think.  A  brown  S3rrian 
had  not  succeeded  in  rcaching  the  mark,  but  she  boldly 
snatched  at  the  chalk  and  drew  a  new  line  hctween  herseif  and 
the  slioe,  so  that  now  this  camc  to  lio  hehind  one  mark,  and 
now  tlie  merriment  reached  its  cliniax,  for  maiiy  ni.siied  up  to 
the  false  line  to  ruh  it  out.  A  strapping,  ciirly  headed  Kultiaii 
threwthe  öhue  into  the  air  and  pieked  it  up  again,  wliilo  otht  ns 
could  not  recovor  from  their  aniuiiement  at  so  good  a  juüt,  and 
called  out  the  name  of  liim  for  whose  sake  her  companion  had 
so  rashly  interfered  urith  the  tnming  of  fortone's  vEeeL 

It  was  as  though  some  merry  kobold  had  taken  up  his  quar- 
ters in  the  drafty  shed^  for  the  carryings-on  around  the  limner 
of  portraits  were  no  less  lively  than  among  the  other  set.  If  a 
face  were  recognized  then  iJOi  rejoiced,  if  not,  then  the  maids 
called  out  the  names  of  various  persons  whom  it  might  repre- 
sent.  What  tremendous  applaupc  rowardcd  thc  woll-exocutcd 
caricature  of  the  scverest  of  the  overseersl  She  wlio  xaw  it  held 
her  sides  for  laiiglung;  and  how  mad  was  the  frolic  when  a  girl 
Bjiatched  tlu-  tahlet  from  the  desiguer  and  others  feil  over  her 
in  the  elfrtrt  to  wrest  it  from  her! 

In  thc  beginning  Paula  had  looked  at  all  this  coldly,  shaking 
her  head.  How  coidd  anyhody  enjoy  such  nonsense  and  find 
such  keen  pleasore  in  such  trifling  things!  Indeed,  even  when 
she  was  small  she  oould  never  laugh  orer  nothing,  and  those 
grown-up  girls,  in  their  ignorance  and  the  narrownoss  of  their 
minds,  wero  they  not,  as  it  were,  altogether  children? 

The  walls  of  the  gOTOmor^s  mansion  comprised  their  world; 
jnst  like  little  ones,  they  did  not  look  beyond  the  present,  and 
so  they  too  could  laugli  the  ^^ame  way.  **Fate/'  thonglit 
Paida,  "  is  now  making  up  to  theni  for  tho  nii^fortunc  of  their 
birth  and  a  thouBand  toilsome  tiays,  and  after  that  they  are 
tired  and  go  to  bcd  elieerfully.  I  conld  envy  those  poor  creat- 
ures!  if  it  were  ])os6ible  1  wuuid  luii.  witli  iham  aud  bccomo 
a  cLIld  oiicc  moro!'^ 
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Mf»RTiwhilc  tli  coniic  sketcli  of  the  overseer  had  bcen  com- 
pleLed,  und  a  dmupy  little  fat  girl  broke  forth  into  a  hearty, 
Ion((-sustaiiied  lit  of  langhter  that  canie  so  naturally  froiu  Irt 
füll  ehest  that  raiila,  vvho,  verily,  had  not  üoiuü  hither  to 
laugh,  suddenly  caught  tho  iiifectiou,  and,  willj-nilly,  had  to 
laagb  with  her.  Gnef  and  misery  wäre  for^tten,  anid  for  her 
tfaere  were  no  more  weighing  and  specalating,  and  ior  sonie 
minates  she  feit  noihmg,  but  that  she  was  laugbing  heartily 
and  coatinuously  like  a  young,  healthy  creatare  as  shu  was. 
Ah!  how  good  it  was  to  forget  herseif  for  oiice!  Hhe  did  not 
«ay  this  to  herseif,  but  she  feit  it,  and  laughed  still  harder,  as 
the  slave-girl  who  had  becn  sitting  alone  Ihorc  by  the  post 
joined  the  others  and  calkil  out  souiethinf^  to  the  Irolicvsonio 
crowd  that,  incompreheusibly  to  Paula,  excited  their  risibilities 
anew. 

The  sleuder  form  of  the  silent  girl  now  stood  by  the  fire. 
Paula  had  never  secn  her  before,  aud  neverthcless  sho  was  by 
far  tbe  handBomest  one  of  all,  bat  did  not  lock  cheerf  al,  and 

Erobably  was  saffering  pain,  for  a  cloth  was  wrupped  around 
er  head,  and,  passiug  over  her  fair  hair,  was  ttedon  top  of  her 
head  as  if  she  had  tooth-ache. 

The  sight  of  her  brought  Paula  to  herseif,  andno  Booner  did 
she  begin  to  think  again  than  there  was  an  end  put  to  joUity; 
but  the  slavc-girlscontinucd  togivo  thomselves  iip  to  it;  mcan- 
whilö  their laughinf(  this  tinie  did  not  soundso  pure  andharm- 
less  as  awhile  ago  their  fun-niaking  had  takeu  a  directiou  that 
they  would  have  dono  well  to  avoid. 

The  girl  witli  tho  banda«:;ed  liead  was  also  a  doniestic  of  the 
houäühold,  buL  hud  uüt  beun  admitted  amougtho  wcavers  until 
very  lately  and  after  she  had  been  aseamstressfor  a  long  while 
nnder  the  Charge  of  two  old  slave-widows.  When  an  Infant  at 
her  mother's  breast  sbe  had  been  brought  from  Persia  to  Alez- 
andria by  Heraclius's  soldiera,  after  the  victory  over  Chosroes 
IL,  and  there  the  two  had  becn  boaght  for  the  Mukaukas. 

The  Persian  woman  died,  but  in  unwontedservitude,  her  in^ 
fallt,  now  abont  thirteen  years  old,  had  become  a  lovely  girl 
with  a  skin  swan-like  in  its  wliitcness  and  luxnriant  golden 
tresses  that  cven  now  glittered  wondrously  in  the  fire-Iight. 
Young  Orion  had  set  eyeö  u])on  her  before  Iiis  journey,  and 
inllanied  by  thu  beautyo'f  the  young  Persian,  desired  to  possess 
her.  Unprincipled  servants  aud  oflicers  had  ypeediiy  aided 
him  in  having  her  moved  to  a  country  house  belonging  to  the 
Makaakas,  on  Üie  other  side  of  the  Nile,  and  there  he  had  been 
able  to  Visit  her  as  of ten  as  he  feit  inclmed.  Inexperienoed, 
unprotected,  and  with  no  f  riend  to  warn  her,  as  was  her  casc^ 
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the  yonng  slave,  wlio  was  barely  sixteen  years  old,  had  nöt 
veulured  to  rcsist  her  maüter  's  handsomc  son,  Jior  iiidcetl  could 
ehe*  When  the  ficlde  Orion  (who  was  already  tired  of  the  girl 
that  oonld  offer  him  nothing  but  her  beauty)  had  set  off  for 
Oonstantmople^  the  Lady  Nephoris  leamed  what  8he  had  been 
to  her  Bou^  and  ordered  the  chief  overseer  to  hinder  the  un- 
happy  oreÄure  from  ever  agaiu  practicing  her  seductive 
arta'^  He  considcred  that  he  had  obeyed  this  instruction 
when,  in  conformity  with  an  old  custom,  he  luid  had  her  ears 
eilt  otf.  After  this  cruel  punishment  tho  iimtilated  beauty  feil 
into  a  profound  melancholy,  and  altliough  the  exoi  cists  of  the 
Church  and  otlier  necromancers  tried  in  vain  to  robuke  the 
demon  of  lunacy,  she  repiained  what  she  hiid  been,  a  well-dis- 
posed,  friejidly  creature,  sliowing  lierself  quiet  and  diligent  with 
her  Wardens,  and  now  also  in  tiie  working-room  during  the 
houra  for  labor.  Her  madzieBS  only  cropped  out  when  she  was 
idle,  and  the  other  weayers  nude  it  tne  occaaion  of  haring 
some  diyersion. 

Now  thej  had  drawn  Mandana  awaj  from  the  fire,  and  with 
mock  roTerence  invited  her  to  Bit  down  unon  her  throne^  an 
empty  color-cask,  for  she  lived  in  the  aingmar  delusion  oi  be- 

ing  the  Mukaukas  George 's  wifo. 

Laughingly  each  oiio  olfiTed  her  homage,  hnnil)ly  askod  ?omc 
favor  of  her,  or  inqidi'ed  after  the  liealtli  of  her  husbniid  or 
condition  of  her  estate.  A  proper  feeling  had  long  rebtraiiied 
these  ])oor,  igiiorant  creatnres  f  rom' mentionüig  Orion 's  name, 
but  iinaiiy  a  ücrawny,  iU-favoi'ed  negrca«  with  woolly  hau* 
stepped  Up  and  asked  her  with  a  horrid  grimace: 

"  Oh,  mistreBSy  what  about  your  little  son^  Orion?^' 

The  crassy  creature  was  not  at  all  discomposed  by  this  ques» 
tion,  but  gravely  rephed:  "  I  have  married  him  to  the  em- 
peror's  daughter  at  Con8tantino2)lt'. 

**Ahj  that  indeed!"  cried  the  black  girL  A  finematch! 
Do  you  know  though  that  tho  young  gentleman  is  here  agaiii? 
Then  he  will  certainly  iiitroduce  bis  high  wife  fco  you,  and 
we'll  get  to  sec  purple  an<l  crowns!" 

At  tbese  words  tlie  biüüd  mounted  iiito  the  cheeks  of  tlio 
lunatic.  With  a  look  of  anguish  she  ])ri\<.^t'd  her  hands  upon 
the  bandage  over  her  mutilated  ears  and  asked,  '  *  Heaily  and 
truly?   Is  ne  back?" 

'^Not  for  a  long  time  yet/'  said  soothingly  another  better- 
diroosed  slave. 

*^  Do  not  belieye  her!'*  cried  the  black  ^rl.  **  And  rf  you 
want  to  kam  the  latest  news,  l:i.<f  oNcmng  he  took  the  taU 
Damascus  lady  out  boating  on  iik&  !Nüe.  My  brother^  the  boat- 
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man,  was  oiie  of  the  oarsmen,  and  he  spoke  the  young  lady 
fair,  I  can  teil  you,  fair — " 

**  My  husband,  the  great  Mukaukas?"  askcd  Mandana,  try- 
ing  to  collect  her  thonghts. 

"  Ko,  yonr  littlo  son,  Orion,  who  has  the  emperor's  daugh- 
ter  for  a  wife,'^  laughed  her  tormentor. 

Hereupon  the  Itmatic  looked  arotmd  wiQi  unsteady  glances, 
and  onoe  more  asked  in  perplexity,  as  thongh  ahe  had  not  per- 
fectly  understood:  *^  Orionr  That  handsome  Orion?'' 

Your  dear  little  son  Orion  I"  once  more  exclaimed  the 
other  one,  shouting  as  though  she  had  i  n  do  with  a  deaf  per- 
son.  Then  the  usually  amiable  girl  clutched  at  the  place 
whcre  her  ears  should  havc  boen  with  one  IkitkI,  but  witn  the 
other  slap])ed  her  tormentor  so  hard  upon  her  thick  negro  li]>8 
that  the  sound  raug  furth;  and  then  she  clearly  roused  herseif 
by  shrieking,  and  yelled  out : 

**My  80U,  did  you  sav,  my  son  Orion!  As  if  you  did  not 
know!  Ii  wab  my  io\  er  that  he  was;  yes,  he  told  me  that  he 
was,  and  that  was  why  they  came  and  boond  me.  and  out  off 
my  ears.  Bnt  I — I  don't  care  for  him.  I  conld,  I  ahonld  like 
to— 80  saym^>  ahe  doubied  up  her  fists^  gna^ed  her  white 
teeth^  and  continued,  with  rattling  breath:  **Where  is  he? 
You  would  not  teil  me?  Only  wait,  wait!  Oh,  I'm  cute,  and 
I  know  already!  You  have  hin  here.  Where,  then?  Orion, 
Orion,  where  arc  you?** 

With  that  she  jumped  up,  ran  through  the  shed,  pushed 
back  the  cover  of  every  dye-vat  amid  peals  of  laugliter,  bcnd- 
ing  low  and  looking  down  into  it  as  if  she  might  find  him 
there. 

Most  of  the  girls  tittered  at  ihis  silly  proceeding,  but  othcrs 
were  moved  to  pity,  and  having  been  distressed  before  by  the 
pltiable  shriekB  of  the  poor  Creatore,  they  now  withdrew  to  col- 
lect together  in  a  group^  and  had  already  propoeed  a  new  gaine 
when  a  neatly  dressed  little  woman  enteied  the  shed  dapping 
her  plump  hands  and  calling  out: 


in  the  moniing  night  is  past,  and  after  sun-up  our  looms  will 
be  clattering  again!  One  here,  another  there,  exactly  like  the 
little  mouse  whon  the  cat  catches  him!  Be  quick,  you  night- 
birdöl    Will  you  make  haste?" 

The  girls  had  Icarned  obedience,  and  wliiJe  tliey  liurried  past 
thek  Superintendent  on  thtür  way  to  Lhc  sleeping-rooms,  rcr- 
petua^  a  woman  but  httle  over  fifty,  in  whose  countenance 
good  sense  and  beneyolence  were  happily  blended,  pricked  up 
her  ears  and  listened  out  into  the  night;  for  from  the  water- 


To  bed  now,  you  busy  bees.  Early 
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teilt  slie  had  caiij^lit  tlio  sound  of  a  peculiar,  long-drawn,  but 
Btill  snbdued  whistlc,  and  this  öignal  was  well  known  to  her, 
for  the  prefect  Tliomas  had  called  together  with  it  the  mvm.' 
bers  of  bis  boiisehold  soattered  in  the  garden.  Now  Tiiula 
made  use  of  it  to  inake  her  nursü  aware  of  her  bcing  close  at 
band. 

The  good  womaa  ahook  her  head  ommously.  What  diove 
her  dear  child  to  her  at  so  late  an  hour?  Something  portent* 

GUS  must  have  happened;  and  qnick-witix^d  as  ehe  was,  she  ex- 
clauned,  in  order  tb  let  Paula  know  that  ahe  recognissed  her 
ßignal: 

"  T^e  quick,  now!  Hiiny  upI  Whew,  girls,  whewi  Bestir 

yourselves,  T  say!" 

Th(;n  she  followed  the  last  bond-maid  into  the  sleeping- 
r  »  III,  and  when  she  had  conTinced  licrsclf  that  uoiie  were 
iiiiöbing  savc  Ibe  derans^cd  girl,  she  aski'd  aftcr  her.  All  had 
Beeil  her  juöt  before  in  the  shcd,  and  so  slie  bade  the  girls  good- 
iii^lit  and  left  them,  producing  tho  Impression  that  she  was 
going  to  look  for  the  one  left  bäind. 


OHAPTER  m 

PAULA  CONFIDES  IK  HEE  IIURSE. 

Paula  entered  tlie  chamher  of  her  nurse,  who,  after  a  cnr- 
sory  search  for  the  imbecile  proved  friiitless,  had  left  her  to 
her  fate,  not,  howcver,  withoiit  sli<^dit  senijiles  of  con seien ce. 

In  Perpetua's  room  an  oxcellejitly  trimmed  oopper  lamp 
hung  iroHi  the  ceiling;  and  this  little  rctreat  and  its  oct-upant 
correspondcd  pcrfectly  to  one  auolher,  for  both  were  plaiii  and 
pretty,  neat  and  tidy,  simple  aud  yet  pleasant  to  look  npon. 
Aronnd  the  nurse's  bedstead  snow-white  transmrent  cnrtiEuns 
protected  agunst  mosqnitoes,  above  the  head  of  the  bed  hang 
a  cruoifix  oi  exquisite  workmanship,  and  the  seats  werecoverea 
with  good  stuns  of  yaried  color — the  refuse  of  the  loom. 
Prettily  woven  straw  mats  coyered  the  floor,  and  upon  the 
wiiidow-sills,  as  also  in  a  comer  of  the  room  "wboro  a  elay  im- 
ac^e  of  tlie  (iood  Hhephord  lookeddown  \i]nm  tlie  ]>niving-desk, 
stood  pots  of  ilowers  that  filled  the  modest  apartment  with  per- 
fume. 

Hardly  had  the  door  closed  before  Perpetua  exclaimed: 
**  But,  cliiid,  liow  you  have  frightened  me!    At  so  late  au 
hour!" 

I  had  to  oome/'  proteeted  Paula.      I  oould  not  stand  it 

any  longerl" 
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Tears!**  sighed  the  nursc;  and  her  brijorlit  little  eyes  bogan 
to  glistüii  witli  moisLuie.  l*oor  soul,  wLat  has  troubled  you 
again?" 

So  sajin^^  she  drew  near  to  the  yoimg  lady  to  stroke  her 
htüT,  hut  tne  latter  flnng  herseif  on  her  boflom,  pasdonately 

clas})ing  her  neck  with  both  arms,  and  sobbing  riolently. 

The  uttle  matroTi  let  hi  rhave  her  waj  for  awhile,  tiieii  extri- 
cated  herseif  f  rom  her  embrace,  dried  her  own  tears  and  those 
of  her  great  darlmg\  which  hat!  fallen  Tipon  her  smoftth,  gray 
haii",  held  Paula's  dtüi  with  a  iirm  liaiid,  while  slie  turned  her 
face  toward  her  own,  saynicr,,  sympathetieally  and  drridedly: 

There,  now,  that  is  enough!  For  me  you  mi^ht  wuep  on; 
because  it  licrhtens  one's  heart;  but  it  is  üu  lato!  Js  it  the  eamo 
old  song  a^iiiü — homc-sickne6$,  vexation,  and  thu  like,  or  have 
you  met  with  some  new  ffrievanceP' 

AlasP'  continued  &e  girl>  contmiun^  to  8ob  whfle  ahe 
clutched  convulsively  at  the  bandkerchief  äe  hadin  her  hand^ 
"  I  haye  leaohed  the  ntmost  verge  of  endnrance,  and  can  stand 
it  Over  yonder  no  longer*  PU  not  bear  it!  I  am  not  made  of 
stone;  and  if  of  an  evening  one  dreads  the  night,  and  of  a 
moming  the  day  tliat  must  oe  so  horrid,  so  nnendui*able — " 

**  Then  one  Üstens  to  reason,  sweet  niistrcss,  and  says  to 
one's  seif  that  it  is  wise  of  two  evils  to  ehoose  tlie  lesser  one; 
and  what  I  have  had  to  rejiresent  to  you  ao  vüvn  before  I  mußt 
get  you  to  lifit^n  to  oiice  niore.  If  we  resic^n  our  safe  place  of 
refuge  here  and  actually  ventui'ü  forLli  into  lIic  wido  world, 
what  can  we  find  there  more  faTorable?'' 

May  be  cfolj  a  hnt  with  a  spnng  beneath  two  palm-treesl 
That  wm  eatisfy  me  if  I  can  only  keep  yon  and  be  freed  from 
the  rest!'' 

"  What  is  that?  What  does  it  mean?''  murmured  the 
norae,  shaking  her  head  ominoudy.  "  Day  before  yesteiday 
you  seemed  quite  content;  there  must  be  some  new — 

Yes,  thiM't  niust;  there  has  sometliing  happened/'  broko 
in  the  girl,  uimost  beside  herseif.  "  My  uncle's  son— you  were 
a  witness  of  bis  arrival  liere — and  I  thought,  I  beheved  too 
that  he  was  wortliy  of  such  a  reception —  1,  Betta,  1 —  Pity 
lue,  1 —  You  do  not  know  what  power  this  man  exerts  o\x'r 
hearts.  And  I — believed  bis  glances,  bis  word8>  bis  singin^, 
and— yes>  it  must,  it  must  all  be  told>  also  bis  kiss  upon  thia 
handl  I — —  But  all  this  was  fabe^  was  deceitfulness,  was 
jnaking  horrible  sport  of  a  weak,  aüly  heart;  or  worse,  more 
infuriating  still l  In  short — ^while  he  was  doing  tül  that  in  him 
lay  to  heguile  me — the  very  slaves  in  the  boat  observed  it — he 
was  lolly  set  upon  courting  that  litUe  doli— you  know  her—» 
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little  Catharine.  I  havc  il  upoii  the  authority  of  Aunt  Nepho- 
ris,  who,  however,  told  me  on  puipose  to  mortify  me.  Sne  is 
betroihed  to  him;  and  at  the  same  time  the  wretch  dares  to 
flirt  with  me^  has  the  face — 

Herc  Panla  again  wept  aloud;  bnt  tbis  timc  the  old  womon 
herseif  was  nonplussed,  knowing  not  vhat  adyioe  to  giye,  and 
only  muttered  to  herseif: 

Bad,  bad —  This  added  to  thorcst —  Dearme,  dear  me!" 
But  80on*she  composcd  lierself  aiid  said,  determinedly;  **  This 
is  iiideed  a  iiew  and  uiüooked-for  misfortune;  but  we  have 
bonie  lieavicr  of  a  whoUy,  wholly  düferent  sort!  So,  hold  your 
head  up,  aiid  wliatevcr  tendemess  still  lingers  in  your  Luart 
toward  tlic  traitor  pluck  it  out  and  trample  it  down!  Your 
pride  will  come  to  your  aid:  and  since  you  know  now  what  this 
Mr.  Orion  is^  then  thank  God  that  it  has  come  no  further  he- 
fween  yon!"  And  nov  ehe  told  her  eyeiything  that  she  had 
leamed  ahont  the  poor  imbecfle  Mandana  and  Orients  crime 
against  her,  and  added,  when  Paula  expressed  her  lively  Indig- 
nation: Yes,  child,  a  breakcr  of  heans,  a  ruthless  destroyer 
of  happincss  he  is;  and  probably  it  w^as  my  duty  to  have 
warned  von  ;'.i,r;uMst  him:  but  becauso  he  is  not  so  bad  other- 
wiso — for  iTisiaucc,  lie  saved  from  drowning,  at  the  risk  of  bis 
own  life,  Hathur.  brothcr  uf  the  desiiriur,  whom  you  well  know 
— and  because  I  thought  that  you  would  at  least  have  to  pre- 
serve  friendly  relations  with  him  upon  bis  rctum  home,  I 
omitted  to  do  so.  And  then,  old  foul  that  I  was,  I  decmed 
your  proud  heart  panoplied,  bat  I  see  now  tbat  it  is  only  a 
weak  neart  like  tbat  of  any  other  girl;  and  now,  for  the  &8t 
time^  in  your  twenty-first  year,  you  haye  bestowed  your  affeo- 
tions  upon  a  man — 

Hcro  Paula  interrupted  her: 

**  I  love  that  traitor  no  more;  no,  I  hate  him — ^loatbe  himl 
And  all  the  others  too — all  are  against  me!'* 

"  Alas,  that  it  mnst  bo  sol*'  sighed  her  nur.-e.  **  Hard  in- 
deed  is  ynir  fate.  lle,  Oiion^  is  no  longer  in  question;  but 
I  oft^^n  a.^k  myoulf  if  it  might  not  be  better  with  the  others.  If 
you  had  not  made  it  so  hard  for  tliom,  my  child,  they  miist 
have  loved  you,  they  could  not  liavc  hclped  it;  but  ever  sinco 
you  have  been  in  tho  house  you  have  feit  wretched,  and  desired 
to  be  let  alone;  and  they  have  gratified  your  meh,  and  noir 
you  find  it  hard  to  bear  Ine  result  of  your  own  action.  It  is 
just  so,  child;  you  must  not  oontradict  me!  And  let  nsbe 
jußt  for  tliis  once:  whoever  does  find  love  that  i^ives  away  none 
and  holds  aloof  from  tho  rest  of  the  world?  Yes,  could  we 
only  make  the  people  that  we  associate  with  to  soit  oorselye«! 
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Life  prescribca  that  we  take  tliem  as  tliey  are,  vet  this  eaymg 
has  no  foroe  with  you,  my  love,  none  whatefrerr' 
"  I  am  what  I  ap!" 

**  To  be  Bure;  and  yon  are  the  best  of  the  good;  bnt  who 

overyonder  suspects  this?  Everybody  represents  something. 
And  you?  AVhat  wonder  if  in  you  they  see  otiI  v  *  misf ortune. ' 
A  thousand  pities  that  it  is  so.    But  who  lij^es  to  be  met  oon- 

tinually  by  a  clondcd  brow?** 

"  I  havo  not,  by  a  word  oven,  iinposed  mv  griof^s  lipon  any 
ono  of  themr'  exclaimed  Paula^  drawing  hcrself  up  proudly 
erect. 

**  Tliat  is  just  it,"  aiib'\vered  her  niirse.  **  They  gare  you  a 
homo  aiid  thus  thought  to  earn  a  ri^ht  to  bharc  your  griel's  as 
well  as  Protect  yma  jperson.  Pemaps,  too,  they  wanted  to 
comfort  you;  for  in  this^  child,  believe  me,  in  this  lies  a  secret 
pleasure.  He  who  shows  compassion  always  feels  that  the 
testifying  it  does  him  more  good  than  its  recipient.  I  know 
hfe!  Have  you  never  asked  yourself  whether  you  werenot 
robbing  your  friends  over  there  of  a  pleasure? — yes,  perhaps 
injuring  them  by  your  reserve?  You  treasure  grief  more  than 
aught  elfc^e,  as  thoy  plainly  see  from  afar  oft";  but  whence  your 
ßutfering  coiiies  you  sludiously  couceal,  Every  good  person 
would  like  to  heal  a  wouiid  exposed  to  Iiis  view,  Dutyour  whole 
manuer  says  to  them:  *  8lay  wlu  rc  you  are  and  let  me  aJonel' 
To  your  uncle,  at  Icast,  }  uu  uscd  to  bc  ailectioiiate!^* 

And  80  I  am  still;  and  I  have  a  hundred  times  feit  the 
impulse  to  conMe  all  to  him;  meanwhile— 

^*  Meanwhüe?*^ 
Only  consider,  Betty,  ho\v  he  lies  there,  cold  as  marble, 
Btiff  and  misympathetic,  half  dead  and  half  alive.    In  the  be- 
ginning  confidential  woids  often  trembled  npon  my  lips^'' 

"  And  now?^' 

"  Now  all  that  oril  has  retrcatcd  so  far  into  thebackLTouTid! 
I  believe  I  ha^•c  triHed  away  the  right  to  complain  to  him  ot 
what  oppresses. " 

**  Ahem!"  ßighcd  Perpetua,  wlio  bad  iio  answer  to  makc  to 
this.  Well,  my  dcar,  only  kcep  uj)  a  good  heart!  Orion  has 
already  been  madu  to  ieel  that  with  us  there  is  a  limit  beyond 
which  one  may  not  go.  You  can  hold  that  little  head  high 
enough  and  exercise  judgment  cooUy  enou^h,  tool  Bear 
patiently  what  is  not  to  be  altered;  and  if  my  mner  consdoiiB« 
ness  deeeives  me  not  then  will  he  whom  we  seek — " 

On  that  very  acoomat  am  I  come.  Are  none  of  the  mes« 
senffers  back  yet?" 

Yea,  the  little  !Nabbath8Ban^"  aoswered  the  nurse,  with 
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ßome  hesitatioii,  "  and  he  has  brouglit —  But,  for  Heaveu's 
tjake,  cliüd,  do  not  biiild  up  any  false  hope!  Soon  affcer  sun- 
down  Hirani  was  here — 

Betty  ührieked  the  young  girl,  clutching  at  her  nurse's 
arm,     what  did  he  learn?   What  ncws  has  ho  brought?'* 

"  Nbne,  none!  Hovtr  joa  do  bntt  your  head  against  a  stone 
wall!  What  he  leamed  amonntB  to  nothing.  I  coald  only  talk 
with  Hiram  a  few  minutes.  Early  to-morrow  moniing  he  will 
bring  the  man  himaelf  to  eee  me.  The  only  thing  that  he  did 
say  to  me-^" 

"  By  tlie  wounds  of  Christ,  what  was  it?*' 

"  Ho  Said  that  the  messenger  had  heard  of  an  elderly  hermit 
who  had  oucc  hwn  a  £rreat  warrior." 

Fathcr,  fathcrl"  cricd  Paida.  "  Ilirara  is  sittiiic:  1)V  tho 
lire  with  tlio  oUut  men.  IVtc-h  him  here,  quiek,  4uick!  I 
comniand  you,  l'erpetua;  do  you  hear?  Oh,  dearest,  best 
Betty,  come  with  me;  Ict  's  look  liim  up!" 

**  Patience,  sweet  mistress,  patiencer'  implored  the  nurse. 
"  Alas^  alas!  you  poor  darling,  it  will  come  to  nothing  again; 
and  if  we  once  more  f oUow  a  wronp:  clew  there  will  be  Iresh 
disappointnv  Til. " 

Never  mind;  yon  come  with  me. " 

"  To  the  men-servauts  by  the  fire  at  this  hour?  That  might 
do  for  mel  J?nt  meanwhile  wait  horo,  Miss  Paula.  Ah, 
no,  I  know  what  we  can  do.  I'll  wako  Joseph — Iiiram' s 
boy.  Ile  is  sleeping  over  yonder  by  Iiis  horscs,  and  he '11  call 
his  father.  Ah,  such  impatienco,  such  a  stormy,  pa.söionato 
little  heart!  If  I  do  not  i  arry  uut  your  wi^hcs  you'll  not  sleep 
a  wink  this  night,  and  to-moj:row  w^ill  wander  about  liko 
fiomebody  in  a  trance.    Kest,  only  rest.    I*m  going  already/* 

So  saying,  the  old  woman  had  flung  a  kerchief  over  her  head 
and  hurried  into  the  open  air;  bat  Paula  feil  upon  her  knees 
before  the  crucifix  ovcr  the  bed  and  prayed  with  all  fervor  untü 
the  nurse's  retoni.  Soon  af  terwaid  a  man's  stcps  were  heaid 
on  the  stairs,  and  Hiram  cntered. 

He  wa^  a  powerfuldookin^  follow,  fifty  yoars  old,  with  two 
honest  bli IL'  cyes  liglitiii^^  up  a  piain,  conuuon-looking  face. 
Any  one  olK^crviug  his  broad  ehest  woultl  have  expocfed  to 
issue  from  it,  whvn  he  spoke,  a  dci-p  l)ass  voicc;  but  Jlirani 
had  bccu  a  stunimerer  from  childhood;  and  in  hisperpcUiul 
association  with  horscs  he  had  accustomed  himself  to  the  use  oi 
stränge,  incoherent  Bounds  that  he  ejacnlatcd  Ina  high  laUsetto 
Toice.    He  never  s^oke  unless  ander  compulsion. 

When  hefound  tumself  in  the  prescncc  of  the  daughter  of  hla 
m99ter  and  benefactor  he  prostrated  himself  before  her^  looked 
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up  at  her  liumbly  yet  affectionately,  witli  llio  eycs  of  a  faitWul 
dog^  and  kissed  nrst  the  hem  of  her  robe  then  fhe  band  with 
'which  she  was  endearoring  to  lift  liim  up. 
FwoHa  gradously  bnt  decidedly  cut  short  bis  protestations  of 

joy  at  Beeiiig  her  agaiii ,  M  ith  difficolty  stammereil  forth  as  thcy 
were^  and  wlu  n  hc  llnally  began  to  speak  bis  dlaoonrBe  flowed 
mueli  too  slowly  for  her  impaticncc. 

The  Nabbathitan  who  hiul  brondit  the  intelligcncc  vlii  Ii 
was  thus  kindling  new  hopo,  ho  inlormed  her,  wtis  iiut  disiu- 
clined  to  pursue  the  traii  iouud  l'iirther;  bnt  coiiid  ouly  waifc 
until  the  iiext  morning,  and  rated  Ins  fetrvices  high. 

**  He  is  to  have  all,  all  that  he  asks/'  mter]>osed  Paula.  But 
Hiraai  iinplored  her  not  to  hopc  for  too  grcat  a  ilüiig  by  Ms 
looks  and  uninteUigible  exclamations  more  tbaa  by  word& 

The  NabbathBBan,  Dusare — so  he  wound  up  bis  commumca- 
tion  to  the  nurse — had  heard  of  a  hermit  at  Kaitha  on  the  Red 
Sea,  foimerly  a  great  warrior  of  Greek  origin,  who  for  the  last 
twoyears,  in  all  silence,  had  been  leading  a  lifo  of  jienitenco 
among  the  pious  brothers  at  the  sacred  Mount  of  Sinai.  The 
messcngcr  lind  not  thought  to  ask  after  the  name  he  had  l)omo 
in  the  World:  but  umong  the  anohoritos  he  was  calied  Paulus. 

**  Paulus I"  cxrlaiiiiod  the  girl,  with  Aying  breath.  A 
name  that  remintlö  him  oi'  my  motlior  and  nie  too — eveu  me! 
And  then  he,  the  hero  of  Dama-'^cns,  waa  kno^\^l  to  the  world 
ag  Thomas — and  now  ui  all  likelihood  he  beheves  that  i  too 
met  death  there,  hence  devotes  liimself  to  the  service  of  God 
and  of  Ohrist»  oaUing  himself  Paulus  like  Saul,  that  other  man 
of  Damascus«  after  he  had  found  salvation.  Oh,  Betty!  oh» 
Hiram!  don't  yon  see  that  it  is  he;  it  must  be  he;  can  yon 
doubt  it  any  longer?" 

The  Syrian  thoughtfully  shook  Iiis  head  and  uttercd  a  long- 
drawn  ^*  whist;'^  but  Perpetua  clasped  her  hauds  together  and 
exclaimcd ,  m  o  n  rn  f lüly : 

**  Did  1  noi  think  so?'  The  firo  that  the  Blieplu  nls  Icindlo  by 
night  to  warm  their  hands  by  she  takes  for  the  risiug  b-un,  and 
the  rattling  of  chariot-wheels  for  the  thuiider  oi  the  Most 
High!  How  many  thousands  aro  named  Paul?  Do  compoüo 
yoursclf,  child,  and  give  over  trying  to  weave  for  yourtclf  a 
iesfcal  robe  out  of  airy  mist!  Expect  the  worst»  then  yon  Tirill 
be  armed  against  misbaps^  and  reserre  to  yourself  the  right  to 
hope!  Teil  her»  Hiram»  do  teil  her  what  further  the  messen- 
ger reports;  there  is  nothin^  fixed;  everything  is  fluctuating  as 
yet  like  dust  driren  before  me  wind.'' 

Then  the  freedman  went  on  to  say  that  this  Nabbathaean  was 
a  leliable  man,  far  cleverer  than  himself  as  an  enyoy;  for  be- 
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ßides  his  own  language  lie  understood  Egyptian,  Oreek,  and 
Aramaic,  and  yet  it  had  been  impossible  f  or  hün  at  Tor,  where 
the  monks  of  the  ConTent  of  the  Trane^g^iiration  at  Sinai  had  a 
Settlements  to  ohtain  any  more  exact  Information  about  l^e 
anchorite,  PauL  To  be  snre^  afterward,  on  his  Toyage  to  Col- 
cium,  he  had  leamed  from  monks  that  there  was  a  second 
Sinai.  The  monastery  in  the  oasis  at  tlie  foot  of  that  jagged^ 
eky-piercing  monntain  had  bcen  doscd  on  account  of  heresy 
amoüg  tlie  monks,  but  in  tlio  defUes  of  tliis  tremendous  height, 
however,  there  dwelt  still  man}'  recluses  in  a  small  moTia«tery 
in  lauras*  and  solitary  cells  lie\m  out  of  the  rock,  and  prob- 
ably  that  Paul  spoken  of  might  be  there.  This  was  a  good  clew; 
both  ßiiü  and  Hiram  Ii  ad  determined  beforehand  to  foUow  it 
up,  but  the  quondam  warrior,  for  all  that,  was  likely  a  stranger; 
and  it  had  seemed  cmel  to  them  both  to  expose  her  to  so  pain- 
fnl  an  illusion. 

Hereupon  Paula  interposed,  exdaiming  in  glad  excitement: 
**  And  why  should  not  something  eise  than  disillusion  be  my 
portion  once  again?  How  can  you  have  the  heart  to  take  awaj 
irom  me  that  hope  which  is  the  sole  nourishment  of  this  poor 
heart?  But  I  will  not  let  you  rob  me  of  it!  Your  Paul  at 
Sinai  is  the  lost  one.  I  liave  a  presentiment  of  it.  T  feel  that 
he  is.  Wcre  those  last  j^earls  not  sold  already  tlien  the  !Nab- 
bathaean  must —  But  as  it  is —  When  can  you  set  off,  good 
Iliram?" 

**  Kot  in  le — ss  than  fourteen  days  in  a — a — ny  e — vent.  I 
— I  am  in  the — ^the  stadtholder's  serrice,  and  da^  a— after  to 
— to-morrow  will  be  the— e  sreat  horse-Mr  at  Ni—- 1 — ^körnst. 
A  new  sta — aUion  is  to  be  bonght  for  the  yonng  gen — gentle- 
man,  and  our  foals — 

"  ni  bog  my  nncde  to  let  you  off  to-moirow,''  oried  Panla. 
"  Yes,  ril  throw  myself  at  his  feet. " 

"  He  will  not  do  it!"  interposed  the  nurse.  "  The  steward, 
Sebek,  told  him  all  about  it  in  my  name  before  iho  time  for 
audience  came,  and  tried  his  best  to  get  leave  of  absence  from 
Hiram. 

"  And  the  ans  wer?" 

**  Ladv  Nephoris  caUed  the  tidings  a  new  will-o'*-the-wisp, 
and  my  lord  agreed  yntk  her.  Aftärward  your  unde  f orhade 
Sebek  to  betray  the  matter  to  you,  and  sent  me  word  that  after 
the  horse-fair  he  wonld,  perhaps,  send  Hiram  to  Sinai  So, 
patience,  sweet  mistress!  What  are  fonrteen  days,  at  longest 
three  veeks,  and  then — 

*  A  series  of  hennitageB  attached  to  one  another  and  yet  distinct 
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Bnt  im  die  meanwhüel''  eried  Pank.     "  The  Kab* 

haXhami,  you  say^  is  hcrc^  and  readj  to  go?" 
"  Ye&,  mistiess!'' 

"Then  we  engage  him/*  said  PÄula,  pofidtivdy;  biit  the 
nxaee,  who  rnuat  alieady  liave  spoken  right  confidentially  wi<^ 

her  countryman,  sorrowfully  shook  her  head  aiid  ansjwered: 

Ile  is  too  dear  for  Thcu  she  explaincd  that  this  ac- 

complished  lingiiist  Lad  already  been  solicited  to  giiide  a  Cara- 
van to  Ctesipiiou.  Tiiiö  would  fnrnish  him  Support  for  aT^'lin]*; 
year;  but  nevertheless  he  was  quiie  wilUng  to  break  off  3Rgr>- 
tiations  with  tlio  merchant,  Haimo,  and  to  search  Arabia  J  Vtriea 
through  for  her,  if  hc  could  bc  paid  two  thousaiid  draclmias. 

"  Two  thoußand  drachmas!'*  repeated  Paala^  looking  down 
in  confnsion  and  distress.  Swm,  noweyer»  she  diew  herseif  u  p 
proudly  and  cried,  indignanily,  ''How  dorst  ihey  'withhold 
Iroxn  me  what  is  my  ownr  If  my  unde  denies  me  what  I  de- 
mand  of  right  and  necessity,  then  recourse  must  behad  to  what 
I  woiüd  gläly  avoid,  and  what  will  grieve  me  enongh  for  his 
sake.    I'll  e'en  transfer  my  eaüs'*  to  thc  jiidges. " 

ti  rp^  ^Yi^  judgos?"  Pmilcd  lier  nurse.  '*  You  can  not  entcr 
a  plea  without  a  L-yrio.^,  and  yoiir  uncle  is  yonrs.  And  then^ 
ei  e  they  pronoiince  judgment  the  envoy  will  be  back  from  faj- 
oll  Ctesiphon!'' 

And  now  her  nurse  oncc  more  tried  to  persuade  her  to  wait 
quietly  until  the  horse-faJr  should  be  over.  But  broken-heart- 
edly  dae  kept  her  eyes  fized  upon  the  grotind;  bat  Perpetua 
6tarted>  and  so  did  Hiram,  for  all  of  a  sndden  she  broke  forth 
into  a  loud  cry  of  exultation : 

God  be  thanked ;  T  have  what  we  needl'' 

"  How,  child?  What?"  asked  her  nnrso,  with  her  band  upon 
her  heart.  Pauhi,  however,  deigned  no  Information,  out 
turned  briskly  to  the  Syrian : 

"  Is  the  first  court  free  again?  Ilave  the  ])Pople  separated?" 

He  answered  in  theathrmative.  The  frei  *  Inn  n  had  dispersed 
when  Hiram  left.  The  gentlemen  did  not  ^tiiarate  for  a  long 
whüe  afterward,  yet  oue  could  casily  get  past  theni. 

Well,  then,^^directed  the  girl,  "  you,  Hiram,  go  ahead  of 
me  and  wait  for  me  at  the  servaDts'  gate.  In  my  room  I^ 
giye  you  something  that  wÜl  ooyer  ten  timesthe  NabbathaBan's 
daim.  Do  not  look  at  me  in  that  troubled  way,  Betty.  He 
gets  the  large  emerald  out  of  my  mother^s  necklace/' 

Hereupon  the  nurse  clasped  her  hfuids,  exdaiming  mouxn- 
fullv,  m  a  warning  tone : 

*  Chüd,  child,  that  glorions  f?ot,  tliat  family  heirloom,  that 
stone  inhehted  from  the  Emperor  Theodosius^  to  seil  it,  no. 
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tlirow  it  away,  not  to  save  your  father,  but —  Yes,  child,  it  is 
so —  But  only  because  you  lack  patience  to  wait  quietly  two 
petty  weeks!'* 

That  was  luKrsh^  that  was  nnjitst»  Betty/ ^  broke  in  the 
girl,  reproachfnllj.  A  monih  is  in  question;  and  howmuch 
aejieiuls  upon  tho  messenger  we  all  know.  Have  you  forgotten 
how  Iiiram  eztoüed  this  particular  man's  address?  And  then 
must  I,  the  younger,  remind  you  of  another  thing?  What  is 
human  existenco?  A  moment  dccidcs  as  to  life  or  (ioath,  and 
father  is  an  old  man,  wlio,  even  beforo  tlio  sicgo,  was  co>  t'r«Mi 
with  so  inany  wonnds.  The  tliiuff  at  ßtako  may  be  to  see  him 
again  or  lo  see  him  ncvermoi  e — 

**Yc8,  yef»/'  murmured  tlio  old  woman,  perhaps  you  are 
riglit;  and  ü  I — "  But  l'aula  btopped  her  mouth  with  a  kiss, 
and  then  directed  the  Syrian  to  oome  to  her  apartment  for  the 
fitone  and  to  seil  it  as  soon  as  possible  the  ne^^  day  to  the  Jew 
Gamaliel,  a  rieh  and  upri^ht  man;  but  not^  tbongh^  for  lesa 
than  twelve  thousand  dnuäimas.  If  the  goldsmith  could  not 
pay  80  much  all  at  once,  then  he  might  content  himself  for  the 
present  with  the  two  thousand  drachmas  demanded  as  the  en- 
voy's  rccompcnse  aiid  collect  the  rest  for  her  later. 

Tlie  »Syrian  went  aliead  of  her;  and  whoiv,  aftera  long  leave- 
tal\ing,  blie  left  her  nurse's  friendly  little  cliamber,  Hiram  had 
al  rc  ady  carried  out  the  first  part  of  her  instructions,  and  awaited 
her  at  the  fcjervants'  gate. 


OHAPTER  Vra. 

A  STOLEN  GEK. 

As  nimm  supposed,  the  mcmbers  of  the  household  who  held 
the  higher  positions  were  still  sitting  in  Company  with  their 
friendö,  and  thcre  were  addt d  to  thcm  the  guide  of  tlie  Cara- 
van, and  tho  cliief  foUoweriS  of  the  merchant  Haschim;  Hassan 
the  Masdakite,  as  also  Iiis  secretaiT  and  dragoman. 

Tliose  hero  assemblcd  were  all  OhriöLians  with  tiie  exccption 
of  the  Jewiflh  goldsmith  Gamahel  and  the  attendants  of  the 
Arab;  and  they  had  onl^  reluctantly  taken  the  Moslems  into 
theur  circle— >the  Jew  havmg  been  for  years  a  welcome  member 
of  theu:  set.  However,  this  had  to  be  done,  and  with  prompt- 
ness  too,  since  the  master  had  ordcrcd  thcm  to  he  hospitably 
cntertained,  and  from  one  who  had  travelcd  so  für  they  had  a 
Hght  to  expect  much  novcl  informtition.  Tn  tbis,  lo  be  surc, 
they  had  found  themselves  disappointed,  for  the  dragoman  was 
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a  tacitum  man,  and  Üie  Maadakite  knew  nothing  at  all  of  the 
£g}  ptian  language  and  very  little  of  the  Greck. 

After  trying  several  timcs  in  vain  to  draw  them  into  conver- 
sation  theypaid  no  further  attention  to  them,  and  allowcd 
Orion 's  sccretary  to  do  tho  taikin^.  AliL-ady  the  day  hefore 
he  had  told  much  aboiit  tho  imperial  court  that  was  tiow  and 
fascinatini:;  but  this  evening  ho  entored  more  into  pui  ti(  ulars 
eoncerniii;^^  his  young  master's  briliiant  oarcur  in  Constanti- 
noj)le,  A\  liithiT  he  had  attended  him.  He  depioted  the  threo 
victories  that  lie  liad  woii  in  the  circuß  witli  bis  own  horses, 
and  dcscribcd,  in  a  lively  nianncr,  how,  in  an  inüuirection  (*f 
the  populace,  with  only  five  friends  and  in  advance  of  them 
all»  ne  had  cnt  his  way  throngh  hundreds  of  the  insurgents 
from  the  palace  to  the  chnrch  of  St.  Sophia,  and  then  he  went 
on  to  boast  of  Orion's  encceases  among  the  beauties  of  the  capi- 
tal. 

**  The  queen  of  all/'  exclaimed  he,  ostentatiously,  was  Heli- 
odora,  no  flnte-player  or  an}i;hinnr  of  that  sort;  no,  a  rieh, 
high-born,  virtnous  patrician  lady,  the  widow  of  the  FJa\  ianus, 
the  nephew  of  Justinus,  a  Senator  and  cousin  to  the  t  ni[)L'ror. 
All  Oonstantinople  was  at  her  feet;  even  the  great  Uiatian 
ßouglit  to  ^viu  her  affections,  but,  of  conrse,  in  vam.  A  palace 
such  as  hers  is  not  to  be  found  lu  nA  Egypt,  lut  alone  Aiexun- 
dria.  The  governor's  mansion — ^for  its  reputation  is  not  bascd 
npon  size— IS  as  a  peasant's  hut,  a  miserable  barn  in  compari- 
8on  with  ii  Some  other  time  III  describe  to  you  this  jewel 
casket  In  front  of  its  portal,  night  and  day,  stood  slaves  and 
freedmen  who  had  flowers  and  fruita,  rare  gif ts  and  tender  son- 
nets  on  perfomed  silk  tinted  with  rose-color,  to  present  to  her, 
but  her  favor  was  not  to  be  purchascd  until  she  bccame  ac- 
quainted  with  Orion.  Would  you  bclievc  it,  shc  frll  in  lovo 
with  him  the  very  first  time  that  shc  mct  him  ut  Ju«tinus's 
Villa,  and  was  as  much  his  own  as  this  ring  here  on  mj  finger 
is  mine!" 

So  sayhig,  the  vain  man  dis])haycd  to  his  audience  the  gokk'u 
hoop  set  with  a  right  valuablc  gem,  which  he  owed  to  the  gen- 
eroBity  of  his  master,  and  contmued,  eagerly: 

*^  And  henceforth  i^e  names  of  Orion  and  Heliodora  were 
upon  eyery  lip;  and  how  often  have  I  seen  people  go  into 
raptures  over  the  beanty  of  this  magnificent  pair.  At  the 
circns,  the  theater,  saütng  on  the  Bosphorns,  everywhere,  they 
were  to  be  seen  together,  and,  in  the  dreadful  days  of  that 
bloody  rcvolution  which  saw  the  throne  overtnrned  moro  than 
once,  they  lived  together,  as  it  were,  in  Paratlise.  Oiten  ho 
drove  her  out  in  his  chariot^  olteu  she  him  in  hers. " 
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"  Such  a  woman  kept  horses  tdo?^^  asked  the  supermtendent 
of  Btables^  contempttiously. 

*  *  Woman  I ' '  cned  the  secretary.  "  A  high-bom  lady !  She 
keeps  bright  bays,  great  animals  of  Armenian  breed,  and  nim- 
ble  little  ponies  from  the  islaud  of  Sardiiiia,  that,  four  abreast, 
whirled  her  chariot  over  the  ground  as  fast  as  hiintod  foxes. 
Her  horses  always  wore  flo^'f^rs  juid  fUittoring  ribboiis  on  their 
golden  harness,  and  licr  charioteer  knew  how  to  drive  them 
too!  Everybody  thought  that  our  master  and  the  fair  widow 
would  niake  a  matcli;  and  that  nothing  came  of  it  almost  put 
an  end  to  that  poor  Hehodora;  she  looka  hke  a  saint,  and  is  as 
soft  as  a  kitten;  for  I  was  present  at  their  leave-takmg,  and  it 
was  a  pity  to  eee  the  tears  she  ahed.  Bat  eihe  conid  not  get 
angry  with  her  idol,  not  she^  the  soft-hearted,  kittenish  thing! 
She  even  gave  him  as  a  memento  of  herseif  her  little  äo^,  that 
sUky  Spitz  whichyou  haTe  soen.  And  my  word  for  it,  that 
was  a  true  love-token:  for  she  was  as  mnch  devoted  to  the  little 
beast  as  if  it  had  been  a  live  child.  He  feit  the  parting,  too;  it 
cut  him  to  the  qm'ck:  biit  T  am  bis  private  secretary,  and  it 
would  7iof  do  for  rno  '  to  teil  tales  out  of  8(;hool/  When  ho 
Said  '  larcwell '  lic  pressed  the  little  dog  to  bis  heart,  and  in  so 
doing  promisod  her  to  send  her  some  memento  in  retnm,  to 
signify  how  prceions  to  him  had  been  her  love,  and  that  tliis 
will  be  uo  mean  little  trille  any  oue  would  be  Willing  to  take  Iiis 
oath  who  knows  my  master.  Ton^  Gamaliel,  pediaps  he  has 
already  had  recourse  to  you?'^ 

The  person  thns  addreased^  the  same  to  whom  Hü*am  was  to 
offer  Paula's  emerald  in  sale,  was  a  rieh  Alexandrian  of  cheer- 
ful  dispoeition,  who  so  soon  as  the  invasion  of  Alexandria  by 
the  Saracens  hatl  made  residence  for  him  thero  unsafe  had  fled 
from  that  port  with  the  most  of  bis  oompatriots  and  taken 
refuge  in  Memphis,  beeau-Sü  lie  could  calculate  there  upon  Iho 
})roteetion  of  Iiis  powerful  udvocate,  the  Mukaukas  Cüurge. 
Is'ow  he  sliook  his  gray  head  in  dißßent,  and  somewhat  later 
whiöpered  into  the  secretar}''s  car: 


get  the  calf^  and  indeed  one  with  twelTe  legs.   Satisfied^  eh?" 

'*  Twelye  per  cent.  of  tiie  profit?  Pone  then!''  answered 
the  secretary  just  as  8oftly>  with  a  sly  and  knowing  smüe^  and 
when  afterw^  a  reyenne  officer  asked  why  Orion  had  not 
hronght  home  to  bis  parents  as  their  danghter-in-law  that 
beautiful  sweetheart,  the  bearer  also  of  a  noble  namc,  he 
answered  that  she  was  a  Orcek,  and  of  conrse  belonged  to  the 
Melchite  sect.  Xo  further  reason  was  needed  by  those  present; 
yet  uow  siuce  the  subject  of  coufessious  had  come  up^  thcro 


If  you  bring  me  the  cow  you'll 
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was  evolved  fis  usual  froni  such  evening  talks  a  dispute  about 
dogmatic  questions,  and  duiiiig  this  a  governmerrt  officer  ven- 
tured  to  remark  that  if  a  öon  of  tbe  Mukaukas  was  not  con- 
cerued  here — conceming  wliom  no  suggestiou  of  the  sort  could 
be  entertained — ^but  only  a  piain  Jacooite  Citizen  and  bis  Mel- 
chite  sweetbeart,  perhaps  a  compromise  might  be  efiected. 
Boib  need  only  make  up  tbeir  minds — ^for  bis  part  be  would 
be  tbankful  for  an  expcdient  of  tbe  kind — ^to  accept  tbe  Mono- 
theletic  doctrine  for  whieli  the  imperial  court  ai»d,  moreover, 
tbe  deoeased  patriarcb  Oyrus  of  Alexandria  bad  been  warm  ad- 
vocates,  and  which  was  foundcd  lipon  the  opinion  ihnt  thcre 
were  two  natures  in  Ohrist  over  which  oik*  common  will  held 
control.  This  faifh,  it  is  true,  rendcrs  composite  thenature  of 
cur  Saviour,  but  preserves,  in  a  pecuiiarly  restrictive  sense^  its 
imity,  which  is  the  main  thing. 

So  hcretical  a  proposition  of  coursc  provoked  the  loudest  ex- 
pressions  of  disapproval  from  the  Jacobites  assembled  bere^ 
wbo  emphasized  more  and  more  fibarply  ibeir  differencesof 
opinion^  and  Bpeedüy  a  peacefol  intercluinge  of  Tiews  tumed 
into  a  wüd  vrangling  tbat  tbreatened  to  end  in  deeds  of  vio- 
lenoe. 

In  tbe  very  beginning  of  this  controTersy  Paula  had  eucceed- 
ed  in  crossing  ovcr  the  coiirt-yard  nnperceived.  Silently  shö 
beckoned  then  to  Hiram  to  follow  her,  and  he  cautiously  re- 
moved  Iiis  sandals,  thrnst  theni  ander  the  steeply  ascending 
stairs  of  the  servants*  dteps,  and  a  few  moments  later  ßtood  in- 
fiide  the  young  lady's  apartment. 

Without  delay  she  openud  her  trunk,  took  out  of  it  a  superb- 
1t  WTongbt  necklaoe  aet  witb  pearls  and  banded  it  to  tbe 
oyrian>  witb  tbe  reatteet  tbat  be  would  break  from  its  socket  a 
buge  emerald  tbat  f ormed  a  pendant  in  its  oenter. 

Tbe  strong  bands  of  the  freedman,  witb  the  help  of  a  knife, 
promptly  and  easQy  performed  tbis  work,  and  while  he  weighed 
tbe  gem,  that  was  larger  than  a  walnut,  and  now  lay  in  the 
palm  of  his  band  nakcd  and  perfectly  free  from  the  half-open 
gold  case,  in  which  it  had  hnng  from  the  chain,  it  flashed  and 
sparkled,  Paula  mean while  repeating  the  instructions  whicb 
fine  hiul  previously  given  liim  in  her  nnrsc's  presence. 

As  soon  as  the  trustv  man  left  his  mistress  she  looscned  the 
plaits  of  lier  long,  beautiful  hair,  aud  aa  öhe  did  so  smiled  füll 
of  joyf  ul  hope;  but  die  bad  not  yet  begun  to  undress  berself 
wben  fibe  beard  a  knock.  Startled,  she  jumped  up,  burried  to 
the  door,  bolted  it  quickly,  and  asked,  prepared  for  tbe  worst: 
"  Wlio  is  thcre?'' 

Hiram,''  ran  tbe  softly  wbispered  answer;  and  after  she 
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had  again  opened  tho  door  slie  learned  thfit  while  he  liad  been 
wifh  her  tho  S(  rvnTits'  gate  had  been  locked,  and  that  he  could 
find  no  exit  fiom  liie  spacious  house^  where  his  buäiuess  seldom 
carried  him. 
What  was  to  be  done  now? 

The  Syrian  durst  not  wait  for  the  reopening  of  the  gatc,  f or 
he  must  sei  about  the  execntlon  of  his  trust  betimes  in  the 
mominff ;  and  if  he  ahonld  be  canght  and  pnt  in  custody  even 
for  a  huf  day  the  Kabbathsean  wouLd  enter  upon  a  different 
serrice. 

Taking  *a  sudden  resolution  she  pnt  np  her  hair,  tied  a  ker- 
chief  aronnd  her  head^  and  said: 

Como,  thcn;  the  moon  is  still  shining;  to  use  a  lamp 
woiilrl  be  dangcrous.  I'U  lead  the  ^  ay,  and  you  must  keep 
bchmd  me.  If  the  kitchen  is  only  empty  then  we  can  reach 
the  viridarmm  unseen.  If  tlio  oÜicers  are  still  assembled  in 
•the  court-yard,  then  the  grand  entrance  is  open;  for  many  of 
them  stay  in  the  house.  lu  any  cvent  you  must  get  through 
the  front  hall.  From  the  viridarium  out  you  can  not  misa 
yoor  waj.  Bnt  stay!  Before  the  icMinum  usaally  lies  big 
beki^  tiie  sarage  dog  of  HermonthiB.  He  does  not  know  von, 
for  he  never  leaves  the  honse^  but  he  will  f ollow  me.  If  I  hold 
np  my  band  keep  somewhat  in  the  background.  He  keeps 
perfectly  qniet  in  the  piesence  of  his  maäer's  family^  and  a 
stranger  even  is  safe  with  one  of  them  by.  Kot  a  word  is  to 
be  exchanged  between  ns  from  this  time  on.  If  tliey  discoyer 
mo  I'll  teil  them  the  truth;  if  they  find  you  alone  theu  you 
can  say — ^let  me  see — just  say  that  you  aro  waitiug  to  see 
Orrion  in  Order  to  get  bpeech  with  liini  the  first  thing  in  the 
morning  on  aeconnt  of  the  horse-f air  at  ^siku. 

**  Yes;  u  oLal — »tallion  wa — 0  of — ^fered  to  mo  a — at  no — on 
this  Yery  day." 

Bight^  right;  von  are  to  be  staying  in  the  tmA  hall  then 
on  his  account.  &Bides^  dawn  wÜl  break  in  a  few  hours;  bnt 
now,  onl*' 

Quickly  and  steadily  Paula  mounted  the  stairway.  At  the 
lowest  Step  Hiram  agaia  took  off  his  sandals,  and,  in  order  to 
lose  no  time,  kept  them  in  his  band  ^vliile  he  continned  to  fol- 
]nw  Iiis  mistress.  Silently  she  proceeded  fhrough  the  deep 
gioom  uiitil  öhe  reached  the  kitchen.  Here  she  tum^  arouna 
and  mui'mured  to  the  Syrian : 

"  If  anybody  is  in  here,  I'll  .siiy  IVe  come  to  fetch  watcr;  if 
nobody  is  thcro  I'll  cough,  and  you  are  to  follow  me.  At  all 
events^  the  door  will  bc  open,  and  you  can  hcar  what  passes. 
If  I  mnst  tum  back  then  go  briskly  f  orward  the  same  way  that 
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ne  bare  come.  In  this  case  repair  to  my  Chamber*  Bat 
yon  are  to  wait  in  front  of  it  nntÜ  day-brcak^  whea  the  seir- 
ants'  gate  will  be  opened  again.  If  they  find  yon^  oommit 
tbe  explanatiou  to  me.    Step  back  again  and  squeeze  youiBelf 

into  that  coraer. 

Immediatcly  afterwanl,  with  geiitio  liacd  elie  opened  tlio 
kitchen  door,  through  tlie  uiicoyercd  roof  of  which  shone  the 
light  of  the  ßettiiig  moou  aiid  inany  ötard.  It  was  perfectly 
enipty;  ouly  a  cat  lay  on  the  In  ik  h  by  the  great  heartli,  and  a 
fcw  bats  Vr'ith  inaudible  flaijpin^  oI  wiügs  llitted  hither  and 
thither  in  tho  spacious  room.  Imder  the  spits  expinug  coals 
were  still  glowing  amid  the  aahes^  like  the  eyes  ol  Inrking 
beasts  of  prey. 

Patda  cougbed  filightly,  and  as  soon  as  she  heard  Hiram's 
Bteps  beliind  her  ehe  continued  her  walk  with  beating  heart 
and  in  torturing  susponse.  In  the  first  place  she  crossed  over 
a  few  Steps,  then  through  a  dark  passage,  wherc  bats  in  their 
arrowy  ßi^ht  shot  close  past  her  hcad.  Final ly  slie  sncceeded 
in  orossing  through  tlie  w  ide,  opeu  dining-rooni  above.  This 
opL'iied  uj)on  the  vii'id((r{i/m, 'phii'AvYvd  on  the  bide,  and  deco- 
rated.  in  the  ccnter  by  pLuits  and  a  fonntain.  It  formed  au 
open  quadrangie,  at  the  sidc  of  whieh  rose  one  of  the  wings  of 
tho  governor's  palace.  It  w^as  still  and  tranquilizing  in  this  re- 
mote  spot,  overarched  by  the  deep  blue  sicy  that  was  stadded 
with  nullions  of  golden  stars.  The  moon  was  now  approaching 
the  Center  of  the  sky-hght  crowning  the  roof  of  the  Duilding. 
The  immense  foh'age  plants  in  the  middle  of  the  virtdariiim 
cast  wonderful,  ghost-like  shadowB  upon  the  öswjf  SOd,  the 
water  of  the  fountain  splashed  more  loudly  than  in  the  day 
with  a  Foothing,  monotonons  sonnd,  now  and  then  iritermpted 
by  brief  pauf^es  of  intermission.  The  marble  of  the  eolunins 
shimniered  hke  white  snow,  and  light  elouds  of  mi*?t  that  lie- 

fan  to  ascend  from  the  damp  sod,  nioved  by  the  warm  night 
reezo,  floate  hither  and  thither  like  ghosts  in  long,  floating, 
inisty  garments.  JS'ight-butterflies  süently  liovered  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  gronps  of  plants  flnttering  to  and  fro^  and 
the  whole  inTiting-looking  place  was  filled  wim  the  sweet  per- 
f ome  of  the  lotus  flowers  in  the  marble  basin  of  the  fomitiain, 
the  blossoms  of  the  luxuriant  shrubbery  and  the  succulent 
tropical  plants  by  which  it  was  endrcled.  At  any  other  time  it 
would  have  been  a  dclight  to  pause  and  look  around  here,  to 
breathe  its  calm  atniospliero  and  yiold  to  the  quiet  enchant- 
ment  of  the  night;  but  T'.mhi's  houI  was  stceled  against  all 
these  charms.  The  broodiug  stilhiess  that  cneouijjassed  her 
lent  a  threateuiug  aspect  to  the  quarrel  raging  in  the  yard, 
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that  fonnd  its  way  here  iu  broken  waves  of  sound,  aiid  with 
tirnid  solicitude  she  said  to  hcrself  thut  all  was  not  as  it  shoidd 
be;  for  in  front  of  tlie  lablinirm,  whicli  was  constantly  guarded 
by  the  dog  ox*  an  armed  sentinel,  her  keen  eye  could  detect 
neither  beast  nor  man^  and — ^no^  ehe  was  not  mistaken — the 
door  cased  m  bronze  stood  open,  and  the  moonliglit  glittered 
upon  the  polished  metal  of  its  half-opeu  door. 

Now  she  stood  still^  and  behind  her  Hiram  did  the  sam& 
Both  listened  in  such  suspense  that  the  yeins  in  their  foreheads 
were  swollen;  bat  from  the  taUinuvi,  that  was  hardly  thirty 
paces  distant,  were  heard  only  msulated,  not  exactly  distin- 
guishablc,  faint  sounds  that  were  drowned  by  the  wild  tomult 
raging  outside. 

Long,  long  seconds  foUowed,  until  finally  the  half-opened 
leaves  of  the  door  partcd  and  a  man  steppcd  forth.  Paula's 
hcart  stoppcd  beating;  yet  not  for  an  instant  did  her  eye  lose 
its  power  of  vibion,  and  jnft  as  she  had  become  thoroughly  and 
unerringly  convinccd  that  he  who  croüiscd  the  thret^hold  of  the 
tablinum  was  none  other  than  Orion,  the  great  shaggy  dog  of 
Hermonthis  stepped  past  him^  snuiled  up  the  outer  air^  and 
then  with  fierce  barkings  rushed  upon  the  two  watchers. 
Trembllng  and  with  elinched  teeth,  but  still  completely  mis- 
tress  of  herseif,  she  let  him  draw  near,  called  bis  name, 
"  Beki,*'  in  a  soft  caressing  tone,  catching  hold  of  bis  shaggy 
head  in  Order  to  Scratch  his  ears,  which  delighted  him.  jSe 
lecognized  her  and  stopped  barking. 

She  herseif  and  her  attendant  stood  behind  a  colamn  in 

dccpest  sliadow.  Orion  did  not  pereeive  thera,  and  the  barking 
liafl  overpowered  Panla*s  fondling  address.  Wl^n  the  dog  was 
ßilcnccd  and  stood  by  lier  wagging  his  tall,  he  whistied  to  liini, 
and  the  vigilant,  obedicnt  crcaturo  liurried  joyfully  to  meet  his 
master;  bnt  he  rcccivcd  him  Asiih  the  "words,  Stupid  old 
brutel'^  let  him  leap  over  his  arm,  drew  liim  close  to  liimself, 
and  then  sportivelv  pushed  him  back.  Hereupon  he  closed  the 
door  and  moved  off  m  the  direction  of  the  conrt-yard. 

**  In  Order  to  gain  bis  own  apartments  he  must  come  back," 
Paula  informed  her  attendant>  drawing  a  deep  breaÜL 

Wait  we  here.  Bat  not  an  instant  is  to  be  lost!  Forwaid 
to  the  door  of  the  tablinum !  The  dog  knows  me  now  fsom 
Bisa,  and  will  not  bark  again  soon. 

Herewith  both  walked  rapidly  forward,  and  when  they  had 
arrived  at  the  door  that  lay  in  dark  shadow  behind  deep  po6t% 
Paula  inqoired  of  her  attendant: 

Did  you  reoognize  the  man  who  came  out  huef" 
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*'Mr.  Orion/'  ran  the  answer.  "He  had  just  letomed 
from  the  city  when  I  went  ahead  of  you." 

**  Ts  that  so?"  shc  askcd,  with  apparcnt  indifference,  as, 
leaning  against  the  cool  metal  in  wliich  the  door  was  caseil,  she 
looked  into  tlic  gardcii  and  said  to  herseif  that  ^lie  might  now 
retrace  her  steps.  I>iifc  opportunely  ehe  renu'nd)cred  the  dog. 
Tn  any  event  shc  woiud  describe  the  plain  way  to  the  freedman 
that  he  was  to  strike  into  from  here;  but  she  did  not  get  so 
far^  f er  from  the  epaoe  whicb  separated  the  viridarium  from 
the  yestibule  issued  the  soimd  oi  a  woman's  voice  first^  then 
the  deeper  tones  of  a  man;  and  hardly  had  a  few  words  passed 
between  the  two  before  the  f  urious  barking  of  the  dog  di  owned 
every  other  noise,  and  immediately  af  terwaid  a  ahriek  of  agony 
rang  from  a  woman^s  Ups  and  feil  upon  the  cars  of  the  h'^tcn- 
erp,  followed  by  the  sooud  of  some  heavy  object  falling  to  the 
ground. 

What  had  happcned? 

Somethiug  horriblc;  something  moustrous  it  must  have 
been;  there  was  iio  i^Oöbible  doubt  of  it.  And  soon  Paula's 
suspicion  was  confirmed;  for,  from  the  door  of  the  hall  where 
this  horrible  catastrophe  had  occnrred^  mshed  Orion^  and  with 
him  the  dog  bounding  away  over  the  Bod  of  the  viridarium, 
that  had  uotil  now  been  nursed  and  guarded  like  a  sanctuary, 
being  situated  in  that  wing  of  the  house  which  faced  the  Nile, 
and  where  he,  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  had  his  abode. 

Now!^'  exclaimed  Paula,  quickly,  taking  the  lead  of  the 
Syrian. 

Breathlessly  slie  flcw  througli  the  first  hall  room  and  over 
the  threshold  of  tho  miguardcd  front  hall,  but  had  not  as  yet 
reached  its  centcr,  when  she  ut  tercd  a  scream,  for  right  beforo 
her  lay  iu  the  mooidight  a  motioiiless  body  btretched  out  at 
füll  length  upon  the  hard  marble  payement. 

Fly,  Hiram,  fiy!''  cried  she  to  the  freedman.  "  The  door 
18  on  the  latch — ^is  open — see  it!'' 

So  sayine,  ßhe  threw  herseif  on  the  floor  beside  the  lifeless 
body,  liftea  up  the  head,  and  looked  into  the  beautif  ul,  pallid 
cotmtenanoe  of  the  di  ranged  Persian  slave.  She  feit  her  own 
hand  moistcned  by  the  blood  whicli  I  i  ad  alrcady  soaked  througli 
the  unfortunate's  füll  suit  of  fair  hair,  and  a  shght  slmrlder 
padsed  over  her  f  rnme,  yet  she  shook  from  her  horror  and  dis- 
gust,  and  iiot  iciiig  dark  s|)otri  upon  the  girl'ö  torn  peplum,  she 
pulled  it  olT  and  iKht'Id  gaping  wounds  upon  the  poor  thing's 
lair  white  brca.st  iuüictcd  by  the  cruul  tcclh  of  the  savage 
dog.  At  this  sight  Paula  was  overcome  with  varied  emotions 
of  mdignation^  grief  and  pity.  Him  whom  only  ycsterday  «to 
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liad  regarded  as  the  embodimcut  of  all  manly  iierfection— 
Crion — was  he  guilty  of  this  crime?  And  he,  of  whose  hold 
daring  spirit  she  had  heard  so  much,  had  he  ilcd?  had  hc  left 
in  the  Inrch  the  viotim  that  he  had  twice  bronght  to  ruin? 
Bat  tibierc  was  something  eise  to  bo  done  here  than  lameiit  and 
groaii,  aiid  ask  herself  how,  in  the  ^nme  human  soul  there- 
could  be  found  space  for  so  much  that  was  wicked  and  dis- 
gracefnl  bcside  wiiat  was  noble  and  fine. 

**  The  thing  to  do  liere  was  to  save,  to  procure  help;  for 
Mandana's  füll  ehest  stiii  rose  and  £eü  percepübly  beneath  her 
trembliiig  fiugers. 

The  Ireedman  's  brave  heart  had  detained  him  by  her  and 
the  wounded  girl;  and  now  he  threw  on  the  groiiud  the  sandals 
which  he  had  been  carrying  in  bis  band,  liftcd  np  the  uncon« 
scions  form^  supporting  it  a^ainst  one  of  the  pillars  that  en- 
circled  the  room.  Kot  untU  he  had  reccived  a  f resh  order 
from  bis  mistress  did  he  make  haste  into  the  open  air. 

Paula  looked  after  him,  and  as  soon  as  she  had  heard  the 
heavy  door  of  the  atrium  fall  to,  without  heeding  her  own 
ßuspicioiis  Situation.  5^hc  callcd  ainud  for  holp  ro  phrilly 
and  imperatively  that  the  sound  startled  many  in  the  Iioüfg 
from  thcir  siinnbers,  and  soon  from  here  and  tlicj-c  canio 
hurryingin  aslavC;,  a  maid,  an  otlicur,  aeook,  and  a  waicliman. 

First  of  all,  and  so  soun  that  he  must  have  heard  her  call, 
having  already  started,  appcared  Orion  also.  The  lighl  night- 
dress  that  he  wore  ehe  said  to  herself  was  assumed  to  giye  the 
wretch  the  appearanee  of  having  just  risen  from  bis  couch* 
And  had  he  accually  done  so?  Was  this  man  with  the  flushed 
faoe^  staring  eyes,  disbeveled  hair  and  hoarse  voicc  the  same 
favoriteof  fortime  whose  gay  manner,  assnred  dcportment, 
sunny  counteuance  and  enehanting  songs  had  taken  captive 
her  soul?  llow  bis  hands  tremblod  when  he  approached  the 
wounded  girl;  how  artifieial  and  embarra^sed  Iiis  question  a«  to 
what  had  hap])('ncd  here,  and  how  shyly  he  louked  at  Ik  t  as  ho 
asked  to  know  what  had  brought  her  into  Üie  front  hall  at  so 
late  an  hour! 

She  deigned  him  no  reply;  but  as  soon  after  ward  bis  mother 
addressed  to  her  the  same  mquuy  m  a  sharp  tone,  she  replied, 
quicklj  and  positivelT — she  whose  lips  had  ncver  bef ore  uttered 
an  untruth — I  could  not  eleep.  The  barking  of  the  dog  and 
cry  of  pain  drove  me  down." 

That  IS  what  T  call  having  acute  hearingl'^  rc])lic'd 
Kephoris,  incrcdulously  shrugging  her  Shoulders.  At  all 
events,  in  similar  cases  hereaiter  yon  should  be  on  band  a 
litUe  less  promptiy.  äince  when  have  joun|(  ladies  leamed 
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to  rush  alone  to  tho  rescue  when  thej  hwur  the  cry  of  mur- 


**H  you  had  only  armed  yourself,  lovely  daughter  of  a 
hero/'  added  Orion^  bnt  he  had  no  sooner  spokeii  thns  than 
he  repented  of  it  bitterl^^  for  with  what  a  glance  did  Paula 

Bmitehim!  It  seemed  intolerable  to  her  to  hear  herseif  ad- 
dreßsed  by  Mm,  and  now  for  the  firet  time — teasingly,  almost 
mockiugly — to  be  reminded  of  her  father  ia  this  way>  and  m 
ahe  retorted  with  cntting  sharpness: 

**  I  leave  the  bearing  of  iirms  to  soMiors  nvA  murderers!" 
"  Sokliers  and  mnrdererd,"  repeated  Onou,  pretemliiig  not 
to  tinderstand  her  mo:iniug,  with  a  forced  smile;  but  tlien  he 
contiuue^l  bittcrly,  feeling  a.s  if  ho  must  defend  himaclf. 
"  Verily  that  souuds  as  if  it  came  iroiu  the  mouth  of  a  tender- 
hearted  maldenl  But  I  implore  you  to  draw  nearer  and  com- 
poae  yourself  .  This  cruel  vound  here  on  the  Shoulder  of  thia 
poor  nuserable  creature — touches  me  more  nearly  than  yourself^ 
youmay  believe — wasinflictedby  afour-footed  murderer,  whose 


her  and  then  feil  n])on  her  uiuiwarea/' 

**May  be  that  does  not  explain  all!''  interposed  Lady 
Nephoris,  holding  alof  t  a  pair  of  man's  sandals  that  lay  on  tho 
floor  near  to  the  sutferer. 

Now  Orioii  turned  pale,  hurriedly  took  \im  mother's  find  out 
of  her  hand^  and  would  have  liked  to  hurl  them  outaide 
through  the  open  roof.  How  came  they  here?  To  whom  did 
Ihey  belong?  Who  had  been  there  that  night?  Before  he 
entered  the  tahlinum  he  had  locked  the  door  to  the  yestibule 
and  gone  back  there  again  afterward  in  ordor  to  open  it  for 
the  people.  It  was  just  after  he  had  aceomplished  this  that  he 
was  gnrpriscd  by  the  dcranged  girl  who  must  have  boen  lurk- 
iug  there  in  the  atriuni.  when  he  first  passed  through,  but 
probablv  only  fonnd  coura^e  just  then  to  cross  his  path. 
While  slie  had  rii.shcd  up  to  liim  the  dog  had  pulkd  her  down 
before  he  could  prcveut  it;  yes,  most  aüsuredly  hc  would  have 
flown  to  the  rescue  and  brought  help  to  her  if  thereby  his 
penetrating  into  the  toMinttm  had  not  been  betrayed.  He  had 
ahown  aufficient  preaence  of  mind  by  hurryhig  to  hia  room^ 
throwing  on  hia  night-dress,  and  then  returning  to  the  scene 
of  horror.  Wher  Paula'a  ahriek  rang  forth,  he  was  alreadyon 
hia  way  to  aee  after  the  wounded  girl,  and  with  what  feelings? 

So  confused,  so  brokon,  ?o  disoontented  with  himsclf  he  had 
never  feit  before;  and  with  Paula  he  had^  for  the  ßi&t  time^ 
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expeiienoed  the  Sensation  of'  being  unable  to  look  a  feÜov< 
creature  in  the  facel 

And  now  these  sandals!  Tlioir  owner  mnsfc  have  accom- 
panied  the  dera]i5:ed  girl;  and  if  he  had  «cen  him  go  into  the 

tahlinvm  and  sliould  betray  what  ho  luul  doiio  thero  liow  could 
he  agai!i  ejiter  Iiis  parents'  presence?  Jt  liad  secmod  to  him 
like  a  good  joke,  and  now  it  had  turned  into  bitter  earncst. 
Bat  the  discovery  of  his  night's  escapade  must  be  prevented ! 
Kather  eommit  a  new  crime,  the  worst  011  e  too,  tlian  conipro- 
m\m  his  houor.  To  whuiu  did  those  saiidaiö  beloug?  im- 
pnlsiyely  he  held  them  up  and  called  ont  in  a  lond  yoice:  Do 
These  Boles  belong  to  anj  of  yoa  people^  the  gate-keeper^  may 

"When  all  held  their  peace,  and  the  porter  answered  his  query 
in  the  negatiTe«  he  stood  still  thonghttnlly^  and  oontinued  with 

defiaTit  glance  and  hoarse  voice: 

Then  a  siirprisod  criminal  has  Ict  thcm  drop.  The  stamp 
of  our  hoiisehold  is  on  the  leather;  they  liave  hvvn  made  in  our 
Workshops,  and  they  smell — test  it  yourself^  Sebek — they  still 
smell  of  the  stähle.  Take  them  in  your  charge,  man;  early  in 
the  morning  we'U  see  which  of  us  left  this  suspicioiis  memento 
in  the  Vestibüle.  You  were  the  hrst  person  on  the  spot,  fair 
Panla?  Did  you  see  no  man  here?" 

*^  Tes,  I  did/'  answeied  she^  looking  at  him  defiantly. 

*'  And  whither  did  he  yaniah?*' 
He  crossed  the  viridarium  rapidly  like  a  fngitiye  coward; 
to  get  f orward  faster  he  ran  upon  the  poor  greensward  and 
disappeared  over  yonder  in  the  dwelling-rooms. 

At  these  words  Orion  grated  his  tceth,  and  there  flamed  up 
within  him  fierce  hjjtreti  against  this  sphinx  in  woman's  form, 
in  whose  hand  seemcd  to  lio  the  power  to  ruin  him,  and  from 
"^vhose  eyes  flashed  aversion  and  the  will  to  injure  him.  "^V' liat 
had  thus  set  her  agaiust  liim?  How  could  anyhody  on  earth 
dare  to  look  at  him  so — so — ^him,  the  pet  of  great  and  smali — 
yes,  her  look  had  expressed  not  only  animosity  bnt  contempt. 
Who  in  all  the  vorla  ms  justified  in  accnsine  him  of  anythinff 
that  oonld  haye  called  forth  such  feelins ?  ^eyer,  neyer  haid 
he  encountered  snoh  enmity,  and  least  01  all  on  the  part  of  a 
girL  He  wonld  have  liked  to  crush  the  haughty,  cold-hearted, 
xmjust  creaturo  who  had  humiliatcd  him  so  shamcfully  after 
ho  had  shown  his  fondness  for  her,  who  had  forccd  Kim,  the 
mm\  of  testcd  courage,  to  fear;  and  he  must  forcibly  restraiu 
himself  lest  he  shoukl  forgct  that  sho  was  a  woman.  Vhat  did 
all  this  mean?  What  demon  was  playing  his  mischievous 
|)raiLks  here?    VV'hat  had  so  altercd  him  in  a  half  hour  that  hi« 
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wbole  inner  being  was  in  revolt  againsfc  iiimseif,  as  it  were^  and 
that  one  should  dare  to  confront  nim  thus? 

His  mother  remarked  the  frightf iil  chariire  in  her  darlincr^s 
fcaUucs  that  occui'red  ho  aoon.  as  Paula  itilii  med  that  slie  liad 
Seen  a  man  take  ref  uge  in  her  dwelling-rooms^  and  ehe  ex- 
plained  it  after  a  faahion  of  her  own,  CiOling  out  in  genuine 
alarm: 

"  In  the  1136  wing  did  yon  say?  Did  the  wretch  penetrate 
into  the  quarter  where  your  &ther  Bleepe?   God  of  mercy»  it 

there  should  be  another  murder  planned?  Quick,  bcgone, 
Sehok!  Bring  np  yoiir  armcd  menl  Searcli  throngli  tlie 
whole  houso  frorn  bottom  to  top!  Perbaps  you'll  catch  tho 
.  yillain — did  he  tread  upon  tbe  grass — jou  must  seize  bim;  be 
is  not  to  escape!" 

Tbe  Steward  hurried  ofT^  but  Paula  called  upon  the  chief 
gardeucr — who  had  just  rushcd  in  with  pulpiiating  heart — to 
compare  the  sandal  with  tbe  foot-print  of  tbe  f ugitive  which 
must  still  be  f  ound  upon  the  wet  sod.  And  while  ahe  said  this 
her  glanoe  again  sougbt  the  eyes  of  tbe  young  man. 

Again  Orion  was  extremely  disconcerted,  and  as  he  walked 
off  to  the  viridarium,  remarked:  "  That  is  my  affair.*'  Yet 
he  feit  ashamed  of  himself,  and  was  fieized  with  a  choking  sen* 
sation.  He  seemed  to  bimself  like  an  entrapped  thief,  a  de- 
ceiver,  a  wretch,  and  bcgau  to  comprehcnd  that  ,  in  sooth,  he 
was  no  lon^er  what  he  had  been  before  be  bad  made  that  fatal 
expedition  into  the  taUihum, 

ranla  look^d  after  bim,  heaving  a  deep  sigh.  Had  he  sank 
so  low  'ä&  to  faläü'y  tho  proof  found,  aud  to  dcciarc  that  the 
broad  sole  of  the  bostler  fitted  the  track  of  bis  own  daintily 
shaped  foot?  ^e  despised  hun,  bat  ehe  feit  like  praying  that 
at  least  he  might  not  De  ^uilty  of  this  baaeness;  and  wben  he 
came  back  declaring,  with  embarrassment,  that  he  was  not 
oertain  of  his  positiou,  that  the  sandal  did  not  seem  to  fit 
exactly  the  tracks  found,  she  breathed  more  freely,  and  again 
tumed  to  the  patient^  with  the  phyadan^  who  had  just  ap- 
peared. 

Before  Nephoris  followed  her,  she  drew  Orion  to  her  side 
and  asived  him,  solicitously,  what  ailed  bim;  he  was  iooking  so 
pale  and  agitated;  but  he  answered,  hesitatingly:  **Theiate 
of  that  poor  girl " — and  so  saying,  he  pointed  to  tne  poor  bieed- 
ing  sufferer — "  touches  me  deeply.*' 

Your  soft  hearti  You  were  so  as  a  boy!''  said  his  mother^ 
consolingly. 

She  had  seen  his  eyes  meisten^  and  yet  those  tears  were  not 
for  the  Persian«  but  that  mysterious  aomething  which  he  knew 
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not  how  to  designate  himself^  but  wUch  he  feit  consdous  of 
haying  lost  in  i£is  hoar^  and  its  loes  grieved  him  inexpressibly. 

But  the  conversatiou  between  motner  and  son  was  soon  in- 
terruptod;  for  to-iiight*s  first  misadvonture  luid  fouiid  its  fellow. 

The  splendid  form  of  Hassan,  thv  trusty  guide  of  the  Persian 
Caravan,  was  borne  üfeless  into  the  hall.  A  fanaticalJacobite, 
lipon  occasion  of  his  having  sportively  joined  in  the  religious 
controversy,  feil  upon  him  and  inüictcd  a  deep,  probably 
deadly  woimd  with  a  billet  of  wood.  The  physician  im- 
mediately  tumed  his  attention  upou  him^  and  among  the 
mtinniinug  and  whispering  crowds  of  men  who^  whether  ont 
of  Guriofiity  or  desiie  to  show  themaelTeB  helpf  ol,  had  pressed 
into  the  spaciouB  hall^  many  a  one  now  flew  hither  and  thifher 
in  Order  to  carry  out  the  surgeon's  prescriptions. 

As  soon  as  he  had  in^iected  the  Masdtüdte's  vound^  he  ez- 
claimed,  gi'uflfly: 

**  An  Lgyptian  blow,  for  it  came  froni  behind.  What 
would  all  this  rabble  have?  Out  with  eyerybody  who  does  not 
belong  here!  Litters  are  the  first  tliings  wanted;  but  yoa, 
Lady  Xeplioris,  appoint  us  two  rooms,  one  for  von  poor,  dear 
soul,  und  auotlier  for  that  grand  fellow,  with  whom  all  will 
soon  be  over  now^  nnless  a  miraclc  happons.'' 

^'  To  the  north  of  the  viridarium,  replied  the  mifitresa  of 
the  hoiise^  *^  there  are  two  rooms  at  yoor  oisposaL'^ 

"  They  will  not  do  at  aUI*'  exclaimed  the  physidan.  "  I 
want  rooms  open  and  aiiy,  such  as  have  a  river  exposure. " 

**Besides  these  there  are  onlythose  beautifidgueßt  Cham- 
bers in  the  part  of  the  house  where  my  husband  's  niece  has  her 
room.    Sick  members  of  the  family  have  often  lain  there^  bat 
l'or  such  piain  jjeople — do  you  understaad?" 
No,  1  am  deaf,*'  returncd  the  surgeon. 

**  I  know/'^  smiled  Nephoris,  but  really  and  truly  thoso 
rooms  have  just  beeu  newly  fui'uished  for  distinguiJähed 
guests. 

Hardly  more  distinguished  than  are  these  poor  creatnres 
wiüi  such  deadly  wounds  as  they  bear^^'  interposed  Fhili])pus. 
**  They  are  nearer  to  God  and  heaven  than  you  are,  if  you  do 
not  care  to  change  places  vnih  them.  Halloo^  there^  men!  To 
the  guest  Chambers  with  these  patientsP' 


CHAPTER  IX. 

BXPEKTAKCE  00HE8  TCO  L4TE. 

**  It  is  not,  can  not  be  possiblel"  cried  Orion,  jumphig  up 
from  his  desk.   What  he  aed  done  Struck  him  in  the  light  cl 
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a  misfortune  ralher  tliau  a  crime;  Iie  liardly  kucw  liimsolf  Low 
it  had  all  come  to  pass!  Yes,  there  werc  (leiiiuiih,  ba^l,  i?pito- 
fnl  demons^  and  they  Lad  forced  him  to  this  seuseless  dtcd. 

Yesterday  evening  after  the  parchase  of  the  tapcstry^  at  bis 
mother^s  solicitation,  he  Lad  escorted  the  widow  Sasannah 
lioinc.  Tlicre  he  had  nu  t  with  the  brother  of  her  deceased 
husband,  the  ricli  Clirjsippus,  from  Alexandria,  a  joUy  o3d 
bachelor,  and  a\  heu  the  subject  of  the  tapestrj  liad  come  iip, 
and  mcntion  hiid  been  mnüc  of  the  Miikaukas^s  purjiose  of 
dcdicutiiig  to  the  Church  tliat  work  of  art,  indndi!if]f  all  of  its 
inagniücent  jewcl?,  the  old  gentU man  had  claspcd  his  hands  in 
dismay^  seconded  Oriou's  disapproval^  aud  exclaimed^  with  a 
lauffh: 

*  How  is  that?  you  are  the  son,  and  certainly  a  shaic  ul  iliht 
rain  of  predous  stones  most  fall  to  your  lot!  Eh,  Catharine? 
A  lifctle  diamond  and  opal  sets  off  well  the  earthly  iiüieritanf  e 
of  the  yonng  if  the  ola  care  for  naught  bat  the  heaveulj.  Do 
notbeafo(u!  Themaw  of  the  Church  is  füll  enongh;  and 
verily  a  littlo  bit  is  your  due!"  As  thcv  talked,  a  good  deaL  of 
fine  wine  had  been  drunk,  aud  finally,  for  the  sake  of  ezerciso 
in  the  cool  m^lit  air  tlio  old  geiitlonian  had  accompanied 
Orion  home.  A  litt<'r  foUowcd  him  in  wliich  he  ^vas  to  return, 
and  the  whole  way  he  was  persuadin^  the  voujil:  man  to  in- 
duce  bis  father  not  to  throw  the  whole  trcasuiL'  intu  the  jaws 
of  the  Church,  and  at  least  to  bestow  upou  him  a  lew  genis  for 
a  more  fitting  object.  At  this  there  had  been  much  laughin^jj 
and  Orion  hm  secretly  agreed  with  Ohrysippus,  and  thought  of 
Heliodora»  her  pasaion  for  fine^  large  jewcls,  and  the  memento 
that  he  stOl  owed  her.  That  neitiier  father  nor  mother  wonld 
Bubtract  a  aingle  stone  from  the  tapestry  ere  dedicating  it  to 
the  Church  was  a  thing  not  to  be  hoped  for,  but  in  fact,  as 
tlieir  son,  a  portion  of  this  superfluity  ought  to  be  his,  and  a 
liandsomer  gift  for  TToliodora  than  that  largo  cmerald  could  not 
be  dovised.  Yes,  she  should  have  it^  and  what  delight  it  would 
alTord  her!  There  even  occurnd  to  liim  an  idea  to  be  worked 
Up  into  Verse  suitable  for  presentaiion  with  the  gift 

He  liad  upou  hib  person  the  key  to  the  iublin  um,  where  th© 
tapestry  haa  been  stowcd  away ;  and  as  he  saw,  upon  bis  return, 
that  neople  were  still  sitting  by  the  fire,  he  locked  the  front 
hall  aoor,  and  as  he  did  so  tSere  came  over  him  a  mean  f  Oel- 
ing, such  as  he  had  last  ezperienced  when  he  had  plundered 
forbidden  fruit  in  Company  with  his  brothers.  He  was  veiy 
nearly  ready  then  to  retreat  from  the  fooliah  undertaking; 
and  as  the  same  pangs  of  remorse  had  crept  over  him  in  the 
taöUnum  itself,  he  was  already  ou  the  point  of  tuming  aroundi 
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when  he  Teminded  bimself  of  Chrysippus  and  hls  encouragemeni 
To  turn  and  flee  now  would  have  been  cowardice.  Heliodora 
mnst  have  that  big  cmerald  with  a  copy  o£  bis  yerses;  all  the 
Test  his  father  might  give  away  to  whomsoever  lie  cho?o. 

When  he  had  knelt  down  in  front  of  the  tapestiT  iliat  dis- 
agreeable  troublcd  fceling  came  over  him  for  the  tliird  tinie, 
and  if  the  great  cnuM-ald  had  not  fallen  into  his  hands  at  the 
firsfc  eifort,  he  would  most  certainly  have  locked  the  bale 
again  and  left  the  (ablinum  without  haviug  accomphshed  hi8 
purpose.  His  evil  genius  had  come  to  his  aid,  however,  had 
thrust  the  jewel  into  his  band^  as  it  were«  and  enabled  him, 
inthtwo  throsts  of  his  knife,  to  remove  it  from  its  setting,  and 
as  it  had  rolled  into  his  hand  and  he  had  feit  its  immense 
weight,  every  misgiving  banidied,  and  he  had  thought  only 
with  satisfaction  on  the  success  of  this  bold  game^  which,  next 
day,  he  should  commnnicate  to  old  OhxysippiiB,  nnder  the  seal 
of  eocrcey,  of  roursc. 

And  h'ow  diircreutly  that  rash,  mad  act  looked  to  him  now 
in  the  sobcr  h'glit  of  day;  how  severely  had  he  been  pnnished 
for  it  already;  what  consequcuces  it  might  entail!  His  hatred 
to  Paula  increased  more  and  more.  She  had  certainly  seen 
everything  and  would  not  hesitate  to  betray  him.  She  had 
giveii  proof  of  that  yesteiday.  War  had  been  declared  between 
ihem,  as  it  were;  and  with  glaring  eyes  he  said  tbat  he  wonld 
not  be  the  one  to  retreat.  At  the  same  time  he  could  not  hide 
it  from  himself  tlutt  he  had  neyer  seen  her  look  more  beautiful 
than  she  had  done  early  this  nioming,  as  she  confronted  him 
dofiantly,  with  her  half-loosened  hair  lalling  over  her  Shoulders. 

There  miisf  l^o  lovo  or  hatrod  between  ustwo,  nothing  more 
moderatti,"  murmured  lie  to  liimself.  "She  has  chosen  the 
latter.  Good!  Hitlierto  my  opponents  have  been  only  men; 
but  this  severe,  haughty,  nncompromisingly  brave  girl  is  no 
despicablc  adversary.  For  me  the  question  herc  is  one  of 
necessity.  If  she  does  her  worst  toward  me,  l'Il  rendcr  her 
back  measnre  for  measnre.  And  to  whom  did  those  sandals 
belong?  I  have  made  every  preparation  to  find  him.  Shame- 
fnl,  Euamefol  that  I  dare  no  longer  hold  Up  mj  head  and  look 
at  myself  in  the  glass!  Heliodora  has  been  a  sweet  creature, 
an  angel  of  goodness.  She  loved  me  devotedly;  bat  this,  this 
one!   Even  for  her  this  sacrifice  is  too  great!'* 

So  saying  he  pressed  Iiis  hand  to  his  forehead  and  tlirew 
himself  on  the  divan.  He  niiirlit  well  feel  tired;  because  he 
had  not  closed  Iiis  eyes  for  more  than  tliirty  hoiirs,  and  early 
in  the  moming  as  it  was  had  already  attended  to  niauj 
matters. 
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The  Order  Lad  becii  given  to  the  steward  Sebek  and  the 
eommandaDt  of  the  Egyptian  guards  to  searchfor  the  owner  of 
the  sandals  and  t^ke  mm  mto  cnstody.  Li  the  thiid  place  this 
youn^  man,  trained  as  he  was  to  the  seveiest  hodily  and  mental 
oxertions^  gratiiies  his  desire  to  indite  a  few  lines  to  the  fair 
Heliodora  at  Constantinople. 

He  had  not  forgotten  the  idea  that  had  come  into  his  mind 
before  committing  that  burglary  in  the  fahlinivm.  He  suc- 
ceeded  in  pntting  it  into  vcrse  and  harmonizing  it  also  with  hia 
piesent  mood^  and  so  they  ran: 

"  TO  HELIODORA: 

"  Birds  of  a  featlier  flock  togeüier, 
People  liave  been  told; 
Then  now  can  hardest  stone  deli^t 
One  of  siK'Ii  o:entle  mold?" 
Yes,  noble  'tis,  exquisite,  priceleas  ia  wortb, 
Like  Heliodora,  the  faircst  of  eartii! 
Remember,  as  gleameth  this  emerald's  fire, 
The  flame  in  the  soul  of  thy  friend  kapeth  higher.*' 

With  Aying  etylus  these  lines  wcre  inscribed;  and  at  the  same 
time,  he  knew  not  himself  wherefore,  lie  was  animated  by  tlio 
feeling  that  every  word  he  wrote  was  a  hlow  hurled  at  Paula. 

Jjast  night  he  had  meant  to  hare  the  predous  stone  worthüy 
set  ere  its  transmittal  to  the  fahr  widow;  but  to-day  that  woiild 
have  involved  a  mad  risk  to  have  the  work  done  here.  It  must 
be  sent  off  withoat  delay,  and  quickly;  witli  his  own  band  he 
had  packed  it  up  with  the  verses,  and  intrusted  it  to  Chusar, 
the  scrv'ant  of  a  horse-dealer  in  Constantinople,  and  by  him  his 
four  Pannonian  steeds  were  driven  to  Memphis.  He  had 
just  himself  dispatched  this  trnstworiliy  man^  wiio  understood 
no  Egyptian  and  very  little  drcuk,  and  retiirned  home  com- 
forted  after  he  ha.d  seen  his  horse  vanish  in  a  cloud  of  dust  ou 
the  read  leading  to  Alcxaudria.  There  were  in  the  harbor  very 
many  ships  m&ng  ready  to  set  saü  for  Constantinople,  and 
Chusar  had  been  dnrected  to  avil  himself  of  the  veij  first  good 
one.  At  least  he  had  not  committed  that  feil  act  in  Tain;  and 
yet  if  it  conld  be  nndone  he  would  have  been  Willing  to  sacri- 
nce  one  year  of  his  lif  e. 

"  Impossible  ^'  and  "  accursed  were  the  words  of  wliich  he 
miule  most  diligcnt  nse  in  his  retrospect  of  the  past  night. 
How  had  he  been  obliged  to  hnstle  and  chase  aronnd  in  this 
barning  heat,  and  the  feeling  of  havhig  been  thereby  forced  to 
perform  little  covert  acts  seemed  to  him,  who  had  hithcrto 
düJie  uuLliiiig  that  waö  uiijustifiable  in  the  eyes  of  houorable 
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men,  so  Hnmiliating  that  it  brousht  the  Perspiration  ont  npon 
a  brow  that  was  glowing  bot  witnout  tbaL 

He,  Orion,  neäs  dread  disoovcry  like  a  thief.  The 
thouglit  wa>  not  to  "bo  endurcd,  and  lie  feit  afraid^  actually 
afraid,  for  thc  fn  st  time  since  he  had  been  a  boy, 

His  hicky  star,  iluit  had  ehono  upon  him  in  the  cai)i(al 
brightly  und  kiTidlv,  soemod  to  be  untme  tohim  in  this  t  iinible- 
down  nest.  \V hat  idea  h{id  danml  ihroiiufh  the  atldled  brain 
of  the  Pereian  that  she  shonld  havu  lalleu  upon  him  hke  a  wild 
bcast?  What  liad  ho  to  do  with  hör?  He  had  only  }ia<l  a 
passing  love  aü'air  with  hur — aud  ^\  hich  one  of  his  yoiujg  Xricnds 
would  nave  been  blind  to  the  charms  of  the  pretty  young  slave- 
girls  in  the  house?  She  had  been  a  channing  little  thing;  and 
she  had  been  disgracefullj  mntÜated,  to  his  yexation,  nay,  even 
grief.  If  ßhe  got  well,  and  he  would  have  liked  to  pray  for  her 
recovery,  then  of  eourse  it  was  his  affair  to  care  for  her— and 
how?  Were  he  just,  then  h :  mnst  admit  that  ßhe  was  well 
justified  in  hatmg  him;  bnt  thc  ])amascene?  To  hör  he  had 
doju'  only  what  was  friendly,  yet  nevortliolcss  how  unreserved- 
ly  and  oponly  liad  sho  disphiyed  her  animo>ity  to  him.  Ho 
coiild  sce  her  standintr  before  him  with  the  woid  murderer  " 
upon  her  quivering  lipö.  That  word  had  penetrated  him  like  a 
daggcr  thrust. 

What  a  horrid,  mean,  nn just  accnsation  was  insinnated  there  I 
Shonld  he  let  it  pass  tmpumshed? 

Was  she  herseif  as  scaÜLelessly  innocent  as  she  was  cold 
and  proud?  What  had  taken  her  into  Üie  mridartum  at  that 
time  of  night?  For  there  she  must  have  been  before  that 
wretched  dog  had  dragged  Mandana  to  the  gronnd.  There 
conld  be  no  mentinn  of  an  aF;<^irrnation  with  the  owner  of  tho 
Fandais  discoverod  by  his  motbor,  for  tliey  Itolongcd  to  an  hnm- 
l)Ie  class  of  domestics.  Love,  «aid  he  to  himself,  was  exrop- 
tiunally  ont  of  the  case  here;  but  when  he  camc  ]\omc  lio  liad 
Seen  a  man  coming  across  the  court-yard  who  liad  lonkdl  liko 
her  freedman,  Hii*am  the  Jockey.  Jjvidently  yhe  had  been  in 
consnltation  with  the  stammererabont — about — tlu^re  was  only 
one  probable  Solution.  She  was  planning  a  üight  fromhifl 
parents'  house,  and  in  this  scheme  needed  this  man's  assist* 
ance. 

In  the  first  few  honrs  after  his  arrival,  even,  he  had  beconfi« 
aware  that  lifo  was  not  swcetcned  to  her  by  his  motlier's  instru» 

nientality;  and  yet,  ])erhaps,  bis  faiher  also  had  opposed  her 
wish  to  seek  a  new  home.  13ut  mIiv  did  sho  floo?  why  did  sho 
hate  him?  Dnring  that  sail  and  aftor  tluy  ^-ot  home  tbat 
evemug  he  couid  iiave  swom  that  she  loved  him^  and  tho  meui' 
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ory  of  those  hoiirs  Ijrou^ht  her  qiiite  close  to  liim  again  and 
banished  erery  thouglit  ot  the  revenge  that  ho  was  ineditating, 
t^ie  punishment  thatwaa  to  desccnd  upon  her.  Thcu  httlo 
Caihariiie  came  into  bis  mind — ^the  wiie  destaned  f  or  him  by 
his  mother — and  at  the  üiought  of  her  he  chackied  to  him- 
self»  In  an  imperial  garden  at  Constantinople  hc  had  Seen  a 
Strange  Inclian  bird  with  quite  a  small  body  and  head  and  an 
immense  tail  glisiciung  in  silver  and  pearl-enameL  Thus  was 
Catharinc!  She  herseif  was  a  tin3%  wco,  wee  nothing;  but  she 
had  appendages  in  the  shnpe  of  broad  lanrls  and  pilcs  of  money; 
and  tnese,  these  alouc  were  wliat  bis  mother  looked  at.  But 
did  he  need  any  more  than  lie  had  alrcady?  How  rieh  muätr 
his  father  1)0  whon  he  oonld  bestow  siu  h  an  immense  ?nm — ip 
dönation  to  a  ehurch — juat  as  heedlcsöly  aö  oue  gives  aimci  to  r 


Cathanne  and  Paula! 
Yes^  the  little  thing  was  liyely  and  winsome  enough;  hvd 
Thomas's  danghter — ^what  power  was  in  her  eyes,  what  maj- 
esty  in  her  step;  how  enchantingly  mnsical  could  be  the  tones 

of — ^her  voice — ^yes — ^her — 

Hero  he  feil  asleep,  ovcrpowered  by  heat  and  weariness;  and 
a  dreara  showed  him  Paula  restin«^  upon  n  eoneh  strewn  with 
roses,  the  air  being  fiUed  with  woudrous  stniiiis  of  delicious 
melody.  Her  couch  was  not  solid,  bat  blue  and  gently  un- 
dulating  w^ater;  as  he  div\\  i;(  ;ir  to  Iilt  siuldenly  a  great  blaek 
eagie  puuuccd  down  upou  Innx,  beat  liim  in  the  face  with  his 
wings^  and  while,  half  bbnded^  he  sbaded  bis  eyes,  the  bird 
pecked  at  the  roses  upon  the  sleeper's  coucb  just  as  a  hen  at 


bird  and  grasped  at  bim  with  bis  hands;  but  bis  feet  were 
rooted  to  the  gronnd,  as  it  were,  and  the  moro  vigorously  he 
struggled  to  move  freely  the  more  forcibly  was  he  held  back. 
Like  a  madmau  he  ff)nght  airainst  llic!  force  chaining  him  to 
carth,  and  sudtknly  became  conscious  of  freetlom.  He  feit  its 
force  upon  him  ötill,  but  at  the  mme  time  woke  up,  and,  diip- 
ping  with  Perspiration,  opened  his  eyes.  His  motlier  stood  by 
nis  bc'd^idu,  having  laid  her  hand  upon  hia  foot  in  order  to 
awakon  him. 

Sbe  looked  pale  and  anxious,  desiring  him  to  foUow  her 
quickly  to  bis  father,  wbo  had  been  greatly  disturbed  and 
wished  to  speak  with  bim.    Tberenpon  she  burriedly  left  bim. 

Wliile  bt'  hastily  arrangcd  his  curls  and  had  his  sandals  tied 
on  he  feit  vexed  that,  whoUy  taken  up  as  be  bad  been  by  that 
foolish  dream  and  stupid  from  slecpiness,  he  had  allowed  his 
mother  to  ieave  witbout  acquainting  bim  with  the  circum 


angry,  rushed  upon  the 
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stances  wMch  had  giTen  rise  to  bis  f ather's  disqiuet.  Was  she 
aware  of  fhe  proceedings  of  the  past  night?  But  no!  Had 
they  BTispected  nim  his  mother  womd  have  notified  and  wamed 
him.    Something  eise  mnst  be  in  qucstion.    Perhaps  the  old 

merc"hanfc*s  statcly  carav:in  gnide  had  sncciimbcd  to  his  wound, 
and  his  fathcr  wanted  Ii  im  to  send  over  the  K  ileto  the  Massul- 
man  regent  of  tho  valley  of  tlie  Nile  in  order  to  sue  for  pardon 
on  account  of  the  murder  of  a  Moslem  committed  in  the  ^ov- 
emor's  mansion.  This  death-blow  might  indeed  cntail  senous 
consequences;  meanwhile,  something  quite  different  might  bo 
the  matter  in  point. 

After  he  had  left  the  room  he  feit  pecnliarly  oppressed  by 
the  sultrinesB  whidi  brocded  heavily  over  the  honse,  and  there 
seized  him  a  painful  feeling  akin  to  shame  as  he  crossed 
through  the  viridarium  and  cast  a  glance  at  the  sod  whence, 
before  day-dawn,  thanks  to  the  ill-meant  warning  of  the  Dam- 
apccno,  he  had  carefully  expunged  the  trace  of  Iiis  footsteps. 
How  cowardly,  how  mean  was  all  this!  The  highest  good, 
viz.,  honor,  self-respect,  the  prond  consciousness  of  being  an 
honest  fellow,  staked,  lost  for  a  mero  nothing!  He  couid  have 
wept  aloud  hke  a  child  that  has  broken  up  his  prettiest  toy. 
But  what  good  did  all  tbis?  Wbat  was  done  could  not  be  im- 
done;  and  tiie  tbing  to  be  done  now  was  to  keep  one's  eyes 
open  in  order  to  remain  what  he  had  been  in  the  eyes  of  others, 
however  low  be  had  sank  in  bis  own  cstimation. 

In  the  open  space  surroimded  by  buildings  it  was  glowing 
hot;  not  a  croature  was  to  be  seen,  and  there  was  not  a  sign  of 
life  astir  in  the  honse;  the  gay-colored  flag-stafTs  and  esj^aliers, 
as  also  the  pillars  on  the  verandas,  newly  paintcd  in  honor  of 
his  home-coming,  and  still  docoratod  witli  wreatlis  and  gar- 
lauds,  sprcad  abroad  the  (to  him)  disagrceable  odor  of  melting 


breatb  of  wind  stirred»  tbe  air  qniyered^  and  it  seemed  as 
thougb  this  was  caitsed  by  the  glowing  rays  of  tbe  stin^  wbicb 

like  anows  darted  at  eveiything  that  came  in  their  way.  Tho 
butterflies  and  dragon-flies  seemed  to  Orion  to  flit  slowly  about 

the  shrubs  and  flowers;  thefountain  in  thccentor  of  \h.Qvirida- 
rium  did  not  play  so  merrily  as  usual,  and  tho  jet  tliat  it  sent 
aloft  looked  lower;  everythmg  in  the  environs  was  hot,  sultry, 
oppressive,  and  tho  once  self-suflicieut  petted  yomig  man,  who 
for  years  liad  been  making  a  ti-iamphjil  progress  throngh  life, 


feit  bimself  bampered^  cramped,  and  perturbed  in  mind. 

In  bis  fatber^  apartment>  kept  so  cool  by  the  fonntain's 
spray,  be  drew  a  breatb  of  relief^  but  it  was  only  for  m  inr 


flowers.     Althougb  not  a 
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stftnt,  then  tlie  blood  faded  ont  of  Iiis  cheeks  and  he  witli  diffi- 
culty  commaudtnl  himself  öuüicieutly  to  give  Iiis  father  a  good- 
moming  in  the  accnstomed  manner;  for  there^  m  front  of  the 
diTan,  whereon  rested  the  govemor  ss  usoa!,  lay  the  Persiiin 
tapestry,  and  near  by  stood  Iiis  mother  and  the  Arabian  mer- 
chant«  The  steward  Sebek  in  the  background  in  an  humble 
postnre  torturing  to  bis  rather  aged  back^  was  awaAiiiig  the 
Orders  of  his  mastor,  who  was  accnstomed  neyer  for  long  to 
ßulier  Ii  im  to  stoop. 

A  dec])  «rravity  oversprcad  tlio  Ara})'s  mild  featnres  to-day, 
and  his  friendly  eycs  cxpie^.^^ctl  sore  truuble.  lipon  the  en- 
tranoe  of  the  yoiiiig  mmi,  whom  he  had  akeady  met  eariier  in 
the  day,  he  bow  cd  slightly. 

The  ffOYemor^  who  ]&j  theie  ashy  pale  and  wifh  white  lips^ 
openednis  eycs  only  slightly  in  reco^tion  of  his  son's  greet- 
in^.  It  was  as  tbough  a  coffin  was  m  the  nezt  room,  and  the 
paU-bearers  were  in  conclave  here. 

On  the  tapestry  that  was  only  half  opened  Oiion  immedi- 
ately  obserTed  the  spot  wliere  was  missing  the  great  emerald, 
which — he  alone  conld  kiiow— was  on  its  way  to  Conjitaiitino- 
ple.  Its  abstraction  had  becn  noticed.  Into  what  a  irightlul, 
latal  form  did  this  night  now  shape  itself !  Courage,  coiir- 
ase!  Only  do  not  lose  piesence  of  mindj^'  said  he  to  himself. 
*  What  is  life  to  me  with  loss  of  honori'  Kc^p  youi*  eyes  open; 
all  depends  npon  tiiat,  Orion!'^ 

Ana  he  snooeeded  in  recorering  self-control,  and  ezclaimed 
in  a  tone  that  difiered  only  alitüe  from  its  nsnal  spirited  fresh* 
ness: 

How  yon  all  look!  What  has  caused  such  a  commotion? 

It  is,  to  be  snre,  a  great  misfortune  that  tlie  dog  should  have 
served  ihc  ])oor  girl  such  a  trick,  and  that  our  people  should 
have  beiiaved  so  shabbily,  but,  as  I  told  you  awhile  ago, 
worthy  sir,  the  cvii-doers  are  to  be  dealt  with  sunnnarily.  My 
father  will,  of  course,  comniii  the  manncr  of  puiii^-luiient  en- 
tirely  to  your  discrction,  and  bcsides  our  surgeon  Philippus  is 
a  secondHippocrates,  in  spite  of  his  yoath,  belieTe  mel  ü.e  is 
snocessfully  patching  up  that  fine  fellow^  your  caravan  guido, 
I  believe,  and  if  the  qnestion  of  indemnity  is  to  be  raised,  then 
will  my  fatlier —   You  know  that  he  is  not  niggardly — 

Be  pleased  not  to  add  insult  to  the  injury  that  has  hron 
done  me  in  this  honse,"  paid  the  merchant,  cutting  him  shoi't, 
**  'No  snm  could  indeniiiify  nie  for  the  shed  blood  of  a  friend — 
for  such  a  o]\v  was  Hassan  to  me — brave,  opcn-hearted  i"ct 
low  tliai  he  isl  1  sliall  iiisisi  upon  the  chastisement  of  the 
maiciacLürs,  for  blood  claims  blood.    So  we  think^  and  if  youi 
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Aoctrmes  teach  differently^  your  actions  do  not,  Bib  tta  ob  '4tt^ 
c  bservstion  goes.   AU  honor  to  your  surgeoo,  bat  it  ^e^e» 

me  and  rouses  my  temper  when  I  see  such  things  go  on  m  the 
Ironse  of  the  man  to  whom  the  calipli  has  intrustöd  11  ic  weal 
and  woe  of  the  Egyptiau  Christians.  Your  boasted  mildness 
h;^'^  killed  agood  but  humble  man  at  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
or  evidently  maimed  him  for  life.  So  far  as  honosty  iä  con- 
cerned,  it  seems — 

**  Who  dares  to  impugn  it?'*  cried  Orion. 
**  He,  young  sir,''  auswered  tho  mcrdiatii,  wiih  the  compos- 
ore  of  the  mature  man,    who  sees  the  goods  that  he  sold  yes- 
terday  robbed  to-day  of  its  most  valuable  omamenf 

**  The  large  emerald  was  tom  out  of  the  tapestry  by  night/' 
remarked  Lady  Nephoris  m  an  ezplanatory  manner.  Last 
evening  you  went  yourself  witli  the  men  who  bore  it  away  and 
had  it  8tored  in  the  taUinum  under  your  very  eycs/* 

In  the  cloth  in  which  your  own  poople  had  wr.ipp'^'d  tho 
tapestry,"  added  Orion.    *^  Honest  old  Sebekwasstaiidiiig  by. 


mother  m  her  own  pcrson,  that  man  yonder — ^your  steward  2 
I  mistake  not — ^and  yonr  own  slayes.'' 

**  Why  did  they  not  leave  it  where  it  was?"  asked  Orion, 
while  he  gave  free  conrse  to  the  displeasnre  that  actnally  mas- 

tered  him  at  this  moment. 

**  Because,"  replicd  tho  Arab,  with  good  rcason.  I  assured 
your  fiitlier  tliat  the  boarity  of  Ü\h  noble  work  of  art  and  the 
briliiancy  of  tlie  stones  wliicli  adorn  it  woidd  be  far  greater  by 
day  and  sunlight  than  by  the  light  of  lampH  and  candles. 

Thüu  your  father  wi^hed  to  seo  Iiis  new  posscbsion  again/* 
interposed  Nephoris,  "  and  lo  ask  the  seller  how  jewelb  could 
best  be  loosened  from  the  tapestry  withoot  destroying  tho  woof 
itaelf.    Thereupon  I  went  into  the  tabUnum  with  Sebek.^' 

"  But  I  hare  the  key  to  itl^'  ezdaimed  Orion,  feeling  among 
the  folds  of  his  rohe. 

* '  We  forgot  that,  continued  the  lady  of  the  house,  **  Alas, 
it  was  not  wanted,  for  the  tablimnn  stood  open.^' 

**  1  ]ocked  it  ycstei*day;  you  wero  liiere,  8ebek/^ 

**  That  was  what  I  told  mistress,' '  replied  the  steward.  "  I 
well  rememberal  hearing  the  ohck  of  the  strong  loek. '"^ 

Orion  slirugged  Iii?;  shoiddor.s  and  his  mother  eoiil  huied: 

**  But  hl  ihe  uiglit  ihe  bronze  door  muät  liavi'  l>een  ojiened 
with  a  pick-lock  or  somethmg  of  the  sort,  for  a  bit  of  the 
tapestry  was  sticking  out  of  its  enyelope,  and  upon  looking 
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closer,  it  was  fouud  Üiat  the  emerald  had  been  tom  from  its 

**  Snamefiil!*^  cried  Orion. 

"  Couttiinptibler'  utldud  llie  governor,  ßtartiiig  veliemciitly 
from  his  coudi.  A  great  unreet  and  tortamg  anxictj  had 
oome  npon  him,  ior,  his  Lord  and  Savionr,  f  or  whom  he  had 
destinea  that  cosüy  jewel,  seemed  to  l  egnrd  him  as  too  meaa 
and  flinful  to  accept  it  as  a  presLiit  from  Iiis  band.  But  per- 
haps  Satan  wanted  to  hinder  him  from  dra^nng  nigh  to  the 
Almighty  with  so  magnificent  a  gift.  At  all  events,  the  vile- 
ness  of  man  had  played  its  part  here^  and  so  he  continned, 
stemly  and  hotly: 

**  The  affair  shall  be  invcstigated,  and  in  tho  nanio  of  Jesus 
Christ,  to  whom  the  stoiie  bcloiiged,  I  will  not  taste  of  rest 
until  täie  perpctrutor  is  in  niy  power/' 

**  And  in  the  name  of  Allah  and  tho  prophet/'  addod  the 
Arab,  Iwül  stand  by  yoii,  thou^h  I  ahomd  haye  to  call  npon 
General  Amr  for  help— he  who  is  the  noble  cahph's  repre- 
sentatiTe  in  this  conntry.  A  word  has  bceu  let  fall  here  that  I 
can  not  and  dare  not  f orget,  and  the  tone  of  whioh  you  made 
nse,  yoimg  man,  seemed  to  spring  from  the  same  sourco. 
*  That  old  fox,'  it  was  said,  piit  a  false  stivne  of  incrcdi])l('  sizo 
in  the  tapestry,  and  had  it  stulen,  in  order  tliat  Iiis  trick  miglit 
not  come  to  ligiit  whou  the  jeweler  öhuiild  examiue  ifc  by  sim- 
liglit.  That  was  too  innrh!  I  am  an  honest  man,  gOTitlemen, 
.and  I  miist  say  in  tiiis  place,  u  rieh  one  likcwibc,  und  he  who 
Beeks  to  ruin  in  my  old  agc  tiie  rcputation  which  I  have  kept 
lumnllied  during  a  long  lifo,  the  same  shall  leam  to  his  hurt 
that  stronger,  mightier  friends  stand  by  old  Haschim's  side 
than  niight  prove  agreeable  to  him!" 

The  mild  eyes  of  the  merchant  had  moistcned  as  he  pro- 
nounced  these  threatcning  words,  for  it  grieved  him  to  «ee  him- 
self  unjnstly  snspccted,  and  to  have  to  take  so  sharply  to  task 
the  Mukaukas,  for  whom  he  feit  respcct,  and  wlio  excited  big 
compassion.  From  the  tone  of  his  discourse  it  was  manitVsfc 
that  he  was  indecd  a  man  oÜ  power  and  inflexible  determina- 
tion,  and  üiipreüüed  with  this,  Orion  called  out  in  au  animated 
mauuer:  "  Who  dared  to  think  so  mcanly  of  you?" 

^'Alas,  your  own  mother^"  answered  the  Moslem,  with 
downcast  mien«  in  the  Oriental  fashionj  shrugging  np  his 
Shoulders  in  a  way  that  expressed  deep  chagrin. 

Do  not  bear  her  any  grudge,^'  besought  the  Mukaukas. 
**  God  knows  women  have  tenderer  hearts  than  we  have,  and 
yet  they  are  morn  inclined  to  think  evil  of  their  fellow-creat- 
oresy  more  especially  if  they  are  tho  cncmios  oi  their  faith.  Tq 
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mako  up  for  it  they  are  more  quickly  appreciativo  of  the  good. 
*  Woman's  hair  is  long,  but  her  reason  short,'  says  the  proY« 
erb!" 

What  reproach  is  there  Üi&t  jou  do  not  brin^  ag.imst  rm 
women!"  remarked  Nephoris.  "  feut  find  fault  with  me,  find 
fault,  if  ifc  affords  you  any  relief .  ^'   Then  she  contmaed,  as 

ehe  caressingly  straightened  up  her  husband's  pillows,  and 
handed  him  a  fresh  little  white  pill:  "  To-day  I  let  them  say 
their  worst  abont  me,  for  I  am  in  the  MToiig.  I  have  alrr>ar1y 
begged  your  pardon,  worthy  Haschim,  and  do  so  once  more 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart!" 

So  saying  shc  approaehed  the  Arab,  and  gavc  liim  her  band. 
He  only  touched  it  iightly,  however,  and  (&opped  it  immedi- 
ately,  saying: 

'^It  is  not  haid  for  me  to  foigire,  bnt  it  voidd  be  impossi* 
ble  for  me  to  sit  down  among  ypu,  or  anywhere  with  even  a  grain 
of  dust  restmg  npon  my  fair  name.  I  shall  prosecute  thia 
affair  to  the  end  without  looking  to  the  right  band  or  the  left. 
And  now  for  a  qncstion:  Is  the  dog  that  lay  before  the  tabli' 
num  a  sharp,  good  guard?'* 

**  That  ho  is  sharp  has  been  proved  at  the  oxpcnse  of  that 
püor  Pci-sian  slave,  and  bis  watcnfulness  is  known  to  the  whole 
household/'  cricd  Orion. 

But  I  implore  you,  worthy  sir,  in  all  our  names,  to  help 
US  with  yonr  ezperience^'^  said  lÄdy  2s  ephoris.  **  I  myself— 
ymt — only  wait  I  In  spite  of  her  long  nair  and  short  nnder- 
Standing,  many  a  time  woman  has  a  happ^  idea.  May  be  I 
am  the  first  one  to  find  a  trace  of  the  villam.  It  is  clear  the 
robber  must  belong  to  our  household,  because  the  dog  did  him 
no  harm.  Of  Paula,  the  daughtcr  of  Thomas,  who  ran  with 
euch  wondeiiul  speed  to  the  Jrersian's  assistonce,  one  can  not 
thmk— 

Here  her  husband  infcerrupted  her,  exclaiming  indignant- 
ly:     My  niece  is  not  in  the  game,  wä'el" 

"As  if  I  took  her  for  a  rogue!"  answered  Nephoris,  in  an 
injured  tone,  shrug^ing  her  Shoulders,  vhile  Orion  exclaimed 
a  little  reproaohfäly:  ^'But,  mother,  considei^"  and  the 
merchant  pnt  the  qnestion: 

Do  you  mean  the  young  lady  from  whom  I  liad  to  take 
snch  hard  words  yesterday?  Well,  then,  I'll  vouch  for  her  in- 
nocence  with  my  whole  fortime.  That  beaatifol,  passionate 
creatiire  is  iiicaj>able  of  a  ba.se  action.*'' 

PasHionate.''''  smiied  Kejihoris.  **Her  heart  is  as  cold 
and  hard  as  that  stolen  emerald:  we  have  had  experience  of 
it." 
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"And,  neyerthelesB,''  cried  Orion,  "  k  capable  of  no  mean- 
ness." 

"  Kern  jon  men  do  take  up  for  a  pair  of  fine  eyesf'  said  Iiis 
moiher,  interraptiiig  him.      Bat  I  nad  not  the  remotesl;  idea 

of  be  i  ;  T  had  something  quite  different  inTiew.  Therevaa 
a  pair  of  men's  ahoes  found  lying  noar  tho  wotmded  girL 
Sebek,  have  you  carried  out  Mr.  Orion's  Orders?" 

Directly,  madamc/'  replied  the  steward,  "and  I  have 
been  waitingr  a  long  time  alreadyfor  the  commamls  of  the 
guard,  that  Samtik — 

Here  he  was  interrupted,  for  the  party  named,  who  had  been 
Commander  of  the  Mukaukas'  home-guard  for  twenty  years, 
was  led  into  the  room,  and  after  he  had  answered  a  few  pre- 
limmaiT  questions,  began  to  inake  bis  leport  in  such  a  lond 
Yoice  that  it  was  painfnl  to  the  govemor,  and  bis  wif e  bad  io 
request  him  to  speak  more  sof  tly.  The  blood-hounds  and  ter- 
riers  bad  been  let  loose  after  thvy  liad  held  the  soles  under 
tbeir  noses,  and  a  cmrple  had  quickly  foinul  tlieir  way  to  the 
servants'  gate,  whcre  Hiram  liad  waited  for  Paula.  Then  thoy 
had  stood  still  at  tiie  bottoni  of  the  steps,  soiSed  bere  aud 
tbere,  and  then  boin^dfd  up  a  few  steps. 

*'  And  those  8tej)s  lead  to  Paida's  Chamber,"  interjected 
Nephoris,  shruggiug  her  Shoulders. 

But  the  terriers  were  on  a  false  scent,  "  interposed  the 
Commander  of  the  guard,  eagerly.  "  The  toads  might  bave 
brougbi  Innocent  peo2jle  nnder  suspicion.  Soon  the  wbole 
pack  rnsbed  to  the  principal  stables,  wbere  onr  finest  borses 
are,  and  ran  up  and  down  tbere  as  Satan  migbt  do,  at  tbe 
back  of  a  lost  soul.  The  pack  would  soon  have  torn  to  pieces 
the  boy  of  the  freedman,  who  came  here  with  the  daugliter  of 
the  great  Thomas  of  Damascus,  and  iu  Iiis  fatlier's  dwelüng 
what  a  hullnballoo  thoro  was!  Heaven  and  earthl  such  a 
barking,  howlmg  and  whining!  Thcy  stuck  thcir  noses  into 
every  old  rag,  aud  now  we  knew  where  the  hole  in  tlie  wine- 
sack  was.  1  am  sorry  about  that  man,  for,  cursed  stamuierer 
tbat  be  is,  all  bonor  to  bim  as  a  jockey  Baad  manager  of 
borses!  Thoee  sandals  belong  to  Hiram  as  surely  as  my  cyes 
are  my  own;  but  we  haven't  caught  him  yet.  He  is  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  for  a  boat  in  missing,  and  wbere  it  bad 
lain  the  howling  was  renewed.  If  the  inödcls  over  therc  do 
not  take  him  under  their  j)rotection  we'll  free  him  surely!" 

"  Tlien  we  would  have  tlie  eriuiinal!'^  exelainied  Orion,  at 
the  same  time  drawing  a  deep  breütlu  as  if  relieved  of  a  lienvy 
bürden.  Then  he  continued  im])eriously,  and  at  the  ^auio 
time  IÜ6  voict»  adsumed  so  üerce  a  tone  lliai.  the  Üuähwhich  ha<j 
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a  little  while  ago  snffnsed  his  cheelcs  oonld  hardlybe  attribated 
to  loy  at  thls  last  good  newa: 

If  he  is  not  back  two  honrs  after  noon^  then  be  af ter  hini 
with  all  your  force,  and  wreak  your  vengeance  upon  bim.  Mv 
father  will  give  you  a  Warrant,  aiul  the  Arabs  over  there  will 
lend  you  aid.  Perhaps  the  thief  will  fall  ijiio  niyliands  earlier, 
aiid  wifh  him  the  emerald,  for  the  rascal  caii  not  have  made 
way  with  it  or  pold  it!"  Then  he  lowered  his  voice  and  con- 
tinued  in  a  tone  of  coinmiseration :  **  'Tis  a  pity  foi-  that  man! 
We  have  no  better  jockey  in  the  htable!  Here  is  unother  con- 
firmatioii  of  what  you  say,  mother!  If  you  want  a  good  serv- 
mt,  buj  a  roguel'^ 

Properly^^'  said  his  mother^  as  thongh  oonsidering; 
'^Hiram  does  not  belong  io  our  housebold.  He  is  one  of 
Thomas's  freedmen,  and  came  here  with  his  daughter.  Every- 
bcKly  praises  his  efficiency  in  the  stable;  but  for  tliis  tli^jgrace- 
ful  act  we  wonld  liave  kept  him  all  hi?  life;  bnt  if  it  luul  cnme 
into  the  maideiTs  niind  to  leave  us  and  take  him  with  iier,  we 
could  not  have  lield  him  hark.  Say  what  you  choose,  scold 
and  abnse  nie,  I  have  nothing  of  what  you  call  power  (^f  im- 
agination,  and  see  things  nakedly  m  Ihey  are;  a  certain  con- 
nection  must  exist  betwecn  that  girl  and  the  thief." 

You  are  to  hush  np  those  follies^  once  and  for  all!''  eaid 
her  hnsband,  starting  np^  and  he  would  have  said  more  if  at 
the  same  moment  the  chamherlain  had  not  asked  for  an  andi- 
enceon  behalf  of  the  Israelite  jeweler  Gamal  ich  The  man  had 
come  to  impart  information  conceming  the  lost  precious  stone. 

Orion  ^rew  pale  at  this  intelligenee,  and  tnrned  otf  froni  the 
merchant,  while  the  same  Jcw  entercd  who  had  been  fiittiug  by 
the  iuv  with  the  ofRcers  the  night  hefnre. 

"Wilhoiit  (Iclay  he  besran  his  rt]tort,  in  a  livcly  mnnner,  how- 
ever,  peeuliar  tu  him.^clf.  ilo  was  so  rieh  that  Ihu  ihrcatened 
loss  did  not  ailect  him  seriously  enough  to  completely  spoil  his 
good  hnmor>  and  80  honest  that  it  delighted  him  to  rcstore  ill- 
gotten  property  to  ita  ri^htful  owner.  Veryearly  in  the  mom- 
mg,  he  told  them^  the  jockey  Iliram  had  been  to  see  him,  in 
Order  to  disposo  of  a  wonderfully  large  and  beantiful  emerald. 
The  freedman  had  assured  him  that  the  jewel  belonged  to  the 
property  left  by  the  renownerl  Thoma:>,  his  fnrmer  master.  It 
had  belotii^cd  lo  tlit'  hcad-i^car  of  tlio  war-horse  whit  h  tliat  hero 
had  ridd'-}i  i'vom  Uamascuä  the  last  time^  aud  with  that  it  had 
fallen  tu  him. 

I  ofTered  him,  ''  coniinued  the  man,  what  seemed  to  mo 
rigbt,  andgavehimaseamest  mouey  two  throusand  drachmas; 
he  offered  meanwbile  to  tmst  nie  for  the  rcst  I  agreed  to  this, 


Digitized  by  Google 


THS  BRIDS  OF  THB  KILE, 


93 


kul  a  fly  buzzed  Puspicioii  iuto  inycar.  Thon  llio  blood-lioLmds 
guidcd  tho  bailiilä  iiilo  tlie  city.  Ciod  bo  gracious  to  me,  what 
a  cJ.atterl  The  creaturea  did  as  thougli  tlicy  would  bark  njy 
poor  house  to  pieces — like  the  trumpets  before  thewallBof 
Jericho,  you  know. 

**  *  What's  the  iiew;  ?*  I  asked  of  the  master  of  tiie  hoirnds, 
anfl  lo!  my  8uspiciou  had  been  as  genuine  as  the  emeiald,  and 
here.,  your  highnt'ss,  I  briug  the  gern,  and  because  every  nure- 
ling  in  Memplii^^  knows  tlic  Toico  of  its  iiurse,  if  she  is  not 
Ouiq)),  T  am  coutident  that  a  just  man  like  the  grcnt  Miikaukas 
>vill  niake  up  to  mo  for  what  I  havc  advanc^d  to  liiat  ptam- 
merin^x  rascal.  You  be  making  a  norxl  bargain,  at  the 
r«amc  time,  noble  isir,  for  I  do  not  evun  diaigu  Xur  the  keeping 
of  the  jewel  or  interest  during  the  two  hours  that  it  was 
mine.'* 

"  Give  the  stone  here!^'  mterposed  the  Arab,  who  had  been 
vexed  by  the  jcating  tone  in  which  the  Jcw  had  made  his  State- 
ment. Snatching  the  emerald  from  him  he  weighed  ifc  in  his 
)iand,  held  it  close  imder  his  eyes,  then  agahi  far  oif,  tapped  it 
with  i\  littlo  hammcr  wlii;']i  ho  drcw  out  of  Iiis  breast-poekct, 
iittwl  it  into  tlic  jilaco  in  the  tapesti  y  w  hcin  e  a  stone  had  been 
abstractcd,  and  thcn  scruthiized  it  wiüi  glances,  ßometimes 
filiarp,  somctimes  retlective,  and  finally  eo'iieiiled. 

Wlüle  all  this  was  going  on,  Orion  hrul  more  than  once 
changed  color,  and  now  clear  di'ops  of  persjjiration  purlcd  over 
]iis  pale^  hand£ome  face.  A  miracle  had  been  performed  here. 
How  eould  this  stone,  which  was  on  its  way  to  Alezandria, 
have  gotten  into  tho  Jew's  hands?  Conld  Chusar  have  opened 
the  little  packet  and  sold  its  Contents  to  Hiram,  and  tlirough 
him  io  the  icwelcr?  He  must  sec  clearlv,  and  while  the  Arab 
examined  the  .^tonc  hc  approarhed  tlie  goldsmith  and  asked: 

"Are  you  certain  aii(t  .-iirc — llu'  tliin^;-  at  stake  licre  is  im- 
prisonment  or  froedom — that  you  got  the  stone  Irom  the  Syrian 
iliram  and  nolxuly  eise?  T  moan,  is  the  man  so  thoroughly 
wcJl  known  to  you  that  no  niislake  is  pot.-ible?^' 

'*  My  stars,  yoimg  gentleman,  how  can  you  doubt  it?'*  an- 
ßwered  the  Jew,  rctreating  a  step  from  Orion,  who  looked  at 
him  with  sparkling  eyes  and  threatening  aspect.  **  Your  wor- 
Fhipful  fatlier  haa  Icnown  me  fov  thirty  years,  and  I,  diould  I 
not  know  the  Damascene?  Who  in  Memphis  stammers  to  tho 
perfection  tliat  he  does?  Uas  he  not  imperiled  the  üves  o( 
nalf  my  children  with  your  young  demons  of  wikl  horses?  1 
do  beheve  he  lias  hall'  tVi^htened  to  <loath  every  singlc  one  of 
tliom.  Thank  (i<i(l,  tlicy  aro  all  ali\e  and  kicking  in  spite  of 
lum,  but  thcy  arc  uone  the  heuithier  ou  account  of  that  jockey. 
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Eree  air^  yon  know,  does  childieQ  good,  and  my  Bebecca  m 
oompellä  to  keep  the  little  ones  in  tiie  houae  when  he  ib 
abroad  playing  bis  dreadf  ul  pranks. " 

"  Well,  well!"  interposed  Orion.  "And  at  what  hour  did 
lie  offer  yoii  that  emerald  for  sale?  Be  exact!  Betbink  your- 
aelf  well!   When  was  it?   Yoii  must  know." 

**  Adonis,  liow  slioiild  I?''  answored  the  Jew.  *'But  only 
wait,  sir,  perhaps  it  inay  be  ascertaincd  eveii  yet.  While  this 
heat  lasts  we  are  up  before  sunrise,  then  prayers,  and  our 
morning  repast,  then — '* 

"Twaddle!"  urged  Orion. 

Ganialiel,  however,  coutinucd,  without  allowinj?  himself  to 
be  put  out:  Then  little  Ruth  juiups  upou  my  lap,  and  pulla 
out  the  little  white  hairs  that  are  sproutiug  from  my  nose,  and 
as  tbe  cbild  was  fbus  amusing  bereelf  and  I  crying  *  Oucb!' 
tiie  8im  bad  just  reached  the  day-bank,  where  that  bappened. 

"  And  when  did  it  reacb  Üie  bank?''  ezclaiined  me  yotmg 
man. 

**  Exactly  two  hours  after  eunrise,''  replied  the  Jew;  "  that 
is  to  say,  at  this  seasori  of  tho  year.  Do  me  tlie  honor,  to-mor- 
row  nKjrnin^  eariy,  to  repair  to  my  house,  and  you  will  rer- 
tainly  not  repent  of  it,  for  you  will  get  to  see  beautifui  wares, 
the  rarest  of  gems,  and  look  at  the  shadow  yonrself !" 

tt  r^y^Q  hour«  ahev  öunrise,"  murmured  Orion  softly  to  him- 
self; and  then  with  a  fresh  thrill  of  horror  rellected  that  he 
had  not  comniiucd  the  packet  to  Chusar  until  fonr  hours 
after  ward.  The  Jew^s  assertion  was  not  to  be  doubted.  That 
rieb,  honest,  and  good-natnred  man  did  not  speak  f alsely,  and 
80  tbe  jewel  sent  away  by  himself  and  tbe  one  sold  by  Hiram 
oonld  not  by  any  possibility  be  tbe  same.  But  what  was  the 
ezplanation  of  all  this?  It  was  enoogh  to  distraot  one.  And 
not  to  be  permitted  to  speak,  when  mere  silence  was  fraud — • 
Srand  toward  fafhor  and  mother!  If  that  unhappy  Btammorer 
only  escaped!  If  they  should  bring  liiin  in;  then,  then — ^gra- 
ciüus  lioavens!  Bnt  no,  it  was  not  to  bethou^ht  of!  Forward, 
thoii,  only  forward  I  And  in  case  of  extremity — the  honor  of 
a  liundred  jockcys  was  far  from  balancing  tlKit  of  one  Orion — • 
then  abominable  as  it  was,  then  he  must  De  given  up.  To  his 
getting  free  again,  and  bis  life  being  spared,  be  wonld  and 
oould  see  himself! 

Meanwbüe  tbe  mercbant  bad  completed  bis  inspection  and 
yet  not  arrived  at  perfect  certainty. 

Orion  wonld  glauly  have  interriiptcd  it;  for  if  tbe  merchant 
gare     every  doubt  and  recognized  tbe  stone  broiigbt  back  aa 
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the  stokn  one^  much  was  gained^  and  so  he  tnrned  to  him 
again  and  said: 

"  Please  show  me  that  emeraldonce  more;  but  fhen  it  is  im- 
possiblo  to  find  a  second  one,  is  it  not?"  ^ 

"  That  is  saying  rather  too  miioli  ,"  replied  the  Arab,  gravo- 
ly.  **  This  BtoTic  eomes  withifi  a  hair's  ibrcadth  of  beinff  pre- 
cisely  likc  the  oue  that  was  iu  the  tapestry,  yet  it  has  ncrc  a 
little  clovation  that  I  never  noticed  in  tliat  one.  To  hv  sure  it 
was  never  removed  from  its  setting,  aud  perhaps  this  Iii  Hock 
lay  next  the  cloth;  however,  however,  eh,  goldsmilh,  did  the 
thief  hand  you  the  emerald  qnite  naked^  without  anj  setting?" 

Naked  as  Adam  and  £ire  before  Üiey  eat  the  apple/'  re- 
plied the  Jew. 

"Pity,  pity!"  cried  the  merchant.  *'It  does  seem  to  me, 
too,  as  if  tnc  stone  in  the  tapestry  were  a  trifle  longer.  In  this 
case  it  is  almost  foolish  and  unreasonablc  to  ddubt;  and  yet  I 
feel — I  can  not  help  asking  myself^  can  Üm  realiy  be  the  stone 
that  was  in  that  bud?" 

"  But  for  Heaven'ß  sake,"  exclaimed  Orion,  faiicv 
so  rare  a  jewel  falling  out  of  the  clouds  nito  tlie  sanio 
house  the  sume  dayl  Let  us  rejoice  that  the  lost  sheep  has 
been  found  agam.  rll  shut  it  upnow  in  the  iron  ehest,  father^ 
and  as  soon  as  you  catch  the  robber,  have  me  calied;  do  yoa 
imderstand^  Samtik?'' 

Then  he  nodded  to  bis  parents,  offered  bis  hand  to  the  Arab, 
and  that  in  a  manner  tl^t  could  not  fail  to  charm  eveiy  one, 
and  that  once  more  prepossessed  the  old  genüeman  m  bis 
fovor,  and  loft  tlie  room. 

The  reputation  of  the  merehaiit  ^yim  saved,  yet  the  conscien- 
tious  man  feit  disturbed  on  account  of  the  doubt  that  he  could 
not  dis])el.  A\  iiuii  lie  ])repared  to  take  leave  of  the  Mukaukas 
he  had  öunk  so  far  back  amoiig  Iiis  piliows  aud  kept  his  cyes  so 
tightly  closed  that  no  one  could  discorer  whetner  he  were 
awake  or  aaleep.  Therefore  the  Arab  leffc  without  bidding  him 
farewell,  since  in  the  latter  case  he  was  miwilling  to  disturb 
him. 


CHAPTEE  X. 

FRIENDS  TN  COUNCIL. 

After  the  great  excitements  of  the  past  night,  with  throb' 
bing  pulses  Paula  had  thrown  herseif  upon  her  coueli.  Sleep 
fled  from  her;  aiul  .so^  iwo  hoiirs  after  sunrise,  shc  stcpped 
to  the  whidow  iu  order  to  close  its  shutters.  At  the  same  timo 
Bhe  looked  out  and  aaw  how  Bkm  had  leaped  into  one  of  the 
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Mukaukas's  boats  and  was  ßhoving  the  liglifc  craft  from  shore. 
She  dursfc  ndther  call  nor  nod;  but  after  the  Mthful  man  had 


he  had  discharged  his  oommission  and  sold  her  jowel.   ]Now  he 

was  Crossing  the  Nile  in  order  to  trcat  with  the  Xahhath.Tan. 

After  she  had  clo.sed  the  ;<hutters  and  darkened  her  clianibor 
she  once  more  lay  down,  and  now  youth  asserted  its  rights, 
and  the  exhausted  giri  foll  into  a  profound  and  dreamless 
ßliimber. 

When  she  awoko  with  beaded  brow,  tho  sun  had  almost 
reached  its  zenith,  and  it  lacked  little  more  than  an  hour  of 
the  time  for  the  ariston,  that  is  to  say,  the  Greek  breakfast» 
which  was  partaken  of  bjthe  assembied  famüy,  the  maxti  meal 
of  the  day  foUowing  toward  evening.  She  had  never  yet  been 
absoiii  fromit;  and  her  staying  away  would  have  attracted 
attention. 

As  in  all  Egvptian  lionses  of  distinction,  Orcok  ciLsionis  were 
followed  in  that  oi  tlie  Mukauka«  rather  than  Euypl  iaii ;.  and 
this,  with  regard  not  only  to  meal-times  but  mach  eise  ])e'sidos, 
especially  the  langnage.  From  the  head  of  the  housc  to  its 
yoiuigest  memher  the  family  spoke  Greek  amoug  themselves, 
and  (Jopticj — the  old  language  of  the  countiy— only  with  the 
eervants.  Eventhen  many  words  aud  plirases  of  Hellenic  origin 
had  long  since  become  ^aniliar. 

The  govemor's  grandcliild,  pretty  ten-year-old  Maria,  had 
leamed  toexprcss  hersclf  correctly  and  fluentlyin  Greek  rather 
than  Coptic;  but  when  Paula  arrivod  ,  she  had  not  yet  leamed 
to  writc  tho  boantifiil  language  of  tlio  llollcnes.  Panla  loved 
cliiidren,  lo!i<:;ed  for  occupation,  and  hail  tiierefore  volunteered 
to  nistruct  lier  htllc  cousin  in  this  art;  and  at  first  her  uncle 
and  aunt  had  seemed  to  be  delighte<l  ^\  Ith  tho  arrangoment, 
but  very  soon  tlic  relaiion  betweeu  Lady  xvephoris  and  her 
husband's  niece  began  to  aasnme  the  disagreeablo  shape  which 
it  was  to  retain;  and  now  the  former  had  put  a  stop  to  the  les* 
BOUS,  and  diven  as  the  ground  for  this  msulfcing  proeeedin^ 
that  Panla  nad  dictatcd  to  her  pupil  whole  passages  extractea 
from  her  orthodox  Greek  prayer-book.  This  had  certainly 
been  done,  but  with  no  siin'ster  motive  whatever;  and  the 
passaj^cs  sclected  had  only  cnnfaincd  scTitences  calculated  to 
eievate  the  souI  ot  overy  Christian,  no  matter  what  was  his 
creed. 

The  little  girl  liad  nielted  into  tears  nponhoaring  her  grand- 
üiother^s  ßtern  decree.    AUliuugh  Paula  Lad  been  very  gravo 
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diiriug  tlie  lesson  liom-s,  nevertbeless  tlie  little  girl  had  coii- 
odYed  a  tender  regai-d  for  her,  and  with  all  the  enthuaiaBm  of 
ahalf-grown  girl — such  would  he  eeteemed  a  child  ten  years 
dd  in  Egypt — lier  warm  heart  clung  to  a  heautiful  beiiig 
whom  shd  considored  her  superior  in  evory  respect,  and  Pauhi'a 
arms  opened  widc  to  receive  tlie  diild,  wlio  pourcd  simlight 
kito  the  didl  frosty  atniospliere  of  the  life  tliat  slio  had  led  at 
her  liiicle's.  Ihit  Nephoris  8aw  snmethinij  ovt'rstraiiud,  im- 
healthy,  yes,  ut't  ually  iinpe'riling  tolhc  souiid  faiüi  oi'  ihe  cliild 
in  her  passionate  l(»vo  i'or  hvr  Meli  hitc  rchition;  and  it  .seeined 
to  her  as  if  Maiia's  ulTccliond  had  heen  seiüsibly  withchawa 
from.  herseif  siuco  thcy  had  heea  so  plenteoudy  bestowed  upon 
the  Damascene.  And  this  Impression  was  not  a  f alse  one,  for 
the  child's  rare  sense  of  justice  had  rehelled  against  seeing  her 
friend  mißimdcrstood,  sh'ghted,  and  often  jtidged  most  uu- 
justly»  and  so  Maria  feit  herseif  as  boimd,  so  far  as  hi  her  lay, 
to  make  up  to  t]ie  lovely  being  whom  she  regai-ded  as  a  piece 
of  perfection,  for  her  graudmotlicr's  maltreatmeut. 

ßut  Nephoris  was  nnt  the  womaii  to  pa-s  ])y  imnotioefl  snch 
condnct  on  the  part  oL'  the  JitiK'  girl.  81u'  was  her  graiidchild, 
her  deceased  soiTs  oiily  daiiLThter,  and  iiobody  slioiild  come  in 
between  her  aud  licrsself.  Thus  she  forhade  her  visitiug  I\iula 
in  her  Chamber  without  special  permission,  and  after  a  Greek 
govemess  had  been  employed  for  the  child,  particnlar  ordere 
were  giyen  her  to  keep  her  pupil  aloof  from  her  Damascius 
consin  as  mach  as  possible.  All  this  only  aronsed  the  child's 
Indignation,  and  tenderly  as  her  grandmotlier  woidd  some- 
times  fondle  her,  and  although  devotion  seldom  allowed  Maria 
to  bo  out  of  her  sight,  yct  there  was  no  real  congeniality  be- 
tween the  two,  and  Paula  was  nndoubtedly  to  blaine  for  this, 
although  against  her  will  and  merely  by  fault  of  her  existence. 

Openly  and  by  manifold  insinuations  Lady  Xephoris  lot  her 
husband's  niec«  feel  that  she  was  alienuLing  her  grandcliild 
from  lier,  and  so  nothin^  was  left  for  Paula  to  do  but  to  keep 
away  from  the  duld  to  umom  she  was  so  sincerely  attadied,  and 
only  show  her  occasionally     the  f  ullness  of  her  loye. 

At  last  the  Üls  of  life  had  so  pressed  upon  her  that  she  could 
no  longer  suoceed  in  assuming  a  gayety  foreign  to  her  heart  in 
being  a  child  with  children,  and  Maria  noted  well  tliis  ehange 
and  ascribed  Paula' s  altered  manner  to  the  sorrow  inMcted  by 
her  Ecrandmothor's  harshness. 

Maria  could  niost  fn  fjuently  speak  with  her  friend  beiore 

meal-times,  for  then  nubody  was  paying  any  heed  to  her,  and 

her  grantlmother  had  not  prohibited  her  Iium  bummoning  her 

friend  to  tublu. 
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A  vidt  to  her  room  afforded  the  child  tlie  grcatest  graüfica- 
tion:  for  ouo  rcason,  because  it  was  a  forbidden  plcasure;  buk 
no  loss  becauso  Paula  in  bor  o\  n  room  öliowed  ncrsulf  in  an 
entirely  dillereut  lighl  from  auywlicro  eise,  because  there  they 
oould  866  each  other  nndisturbed,  kiss  and  talk  as  uureservedly 
as  they  pleased.  There  Maria  oonfided  to  sympathetic  ears  au 
that  pa^ed  in  the  cirde  of  her  little  life;  but  admiration  held 
back  the  liyel^,  oftem  hoideniah  child  from  making  a  confi- 
dante  conoenung  any  impropriety  or  childish  prank  of  one 
whom  she  regarded  as  supeiior  to  all  others  in  evcry  great» 
noble,  and  exalted  qnality. 

Paula  had  just  fiiiished  arraiiLriiiL:;  her  hair  when  Maria 
knocked  mcdestly  at  the  door — she  wlio  was  wont  to  rush  like 
a  hurricane  eveu  ioto  her  grandmother's  room.  She  did  not 
fly  at  her  like  the  widow  Susannah  and  her  lively  daughter 
Ciatharine,  but  onlv  kissed  her  white  armwith  fervent  devotion^ 
and  then  blushed  lor  rapture  as  Päula  hent  orer  her,  prescang 
her  lips  upon  her  hair  and  forehead  while  she  wiped  the  moist- 
nre  from  her  glowing  countenance.  Then  she  took  Marians 
head  aSectionately  botween  her  hands,  and  ezclaimed: 

"  How  you  do  look,  my  pet!'' 

Indeed,  tho  little  girVs  swcet,  pretty  face  was  red  as  fire, 
and  her  eyes  swoHcti  ;is  though  t^hc  had  beenweeping  violeutly. 

"It  is  so  terril)Iy  liot,"  answered  Maria.  Eudoxia*'— 
this  was  her  Greek  governess — says  that  Egypt  in  summer  is 
a  ficry  f umace,  a  hell  upon  earth.  She  is  qidic  sick  from  the 
heat,  lies  there,  like  afish  on  the  sand,  and  tue  only  good  thing 
abont  it  is— 

That  she  lets  jon  ran  and  excnses  you  from  lessons?'' 
Maria  assented  to  this  witli  a  .^llirlit  nod;  but  as  no  reproof 
followed,  ßhe  tumed  her  hcjul  asidc  and  io<}ked  into  her  friend's 
face  with  a  gleam  of  miachief  darting  from  her  laige^  express- 
ive eyes. 

"  And  still  you  have  been  weeping,  and  for  what,  a  great 
girl  likc  you?'* 
I?  I  wcfcjping?" 
"  Yes,  weeping!   I  can  teil  it  by  your  eyes;  just  confeasl 
What  has  troubläi  you?'* 
"  You  TnU  not  scold?" 
"  öertainly  notl" 

"  Well,  then.  At  first  it  was  so  funny,  so  exoeBBiTely  funny, 
jua  can  not  think;  and  I  did  not  mmd  the  heat  at  all;  huf 

when  the  wild  diase  was  over  I  wanted  to  go  to  my  grand- 
mother,  and  tluy  wouid  not  let  me.  Sometliing  imrticulai 
had  been  going  bn  in  the  f  ountain-room,  and  as  they  had  aD 
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gone  oiit,  T  crept  after  Orion  iiito  tlic  fahlimm,  where  there 
aro  so  niany  beaiitiful  tliings,  aiul  thcn  1  wanted  to  scare  liim 
a  bit;  wo  iised  always  to  have  bikIi  iiicrry  irames  tofrctlicr.  At 
first  he  took  iio  iiotico,  l>ut  as  he  \va^  iiiuopiiig  over  the  ta^jestry 
from  whick  the  prccious  stone  hacl  becn  filched — I  belicvc  he 
was  counting  over  the  iewels  in  the  faded  cid  thing — I  quickly 
Bprung  lipon  bis  Shoulder^  and  sndb  a  firight  as  he  got!  I  teil 
you  he  was  scared!  And  up  he  started  like  a  game-oock,  and 
— and  he  gave  me  a  box  on  the  ear^  I  teil  yon,  a — it  bums  here 
still — and  I  saw  every  color  of  the  rainbow.  He  used  to  be  so 
kind  and  friendly  to  me,  and  to  you  too,  and  thereforu— lie  is 
my  uncle  too  — thorofore  I  liked  him  ever  po  much,  but  a  box 
on  the  ear,  a  slap,  such  as  the  cook  gives  bis  scullion!  I  teil 
you,  I  am  too  large  for  that;  l'll  not  submit  to  it.  Sinc('  my 
last  birtliday  all  the  officeräand  ölaves  have  had  to  treatme  iike 
a  lady,  and  bow  dow  n  before  me.  And  nowj'  It  Struck  right 
here.  Uow  dare  he?'^  Ilereupon  slie  began  to  cry,  and  con- 
tinued,  sobbing:  But  that  was  not  enou^.  He  shut  me  up 
in  the  dark  tablinum  and  left " — here  her  tears  flowed  more 
profusely — "left — me-natting  there!  It  was  so  bad;  and  I 
might  be  shut  up  there  now  if  I  had  not  foimd  a  piece  of  gold 
plate  and  fallen  to  with  it  beating  upon  the  silver  eiiigy  of  my 
great-grandfather — Monas,  I  mean — and  I  liallooed  *  fire  '  be- 
sides.  Scbck  hcard  this  and  fotohod  Orion,  wlio  <vt  nie  free, 
treatiTig  me  as  politely  as  you  please,  and  kissing  me  too.  But 
wliat  good  does  that  do?  for  grandfather  will  be  angry  with  me 
because,  in  my  distress^  1  beat  liiä  öuinted  lather's  nose  quite 
flat  with  that  jplate. " 

Paula  had  listened  to  the  childsometimes  grarely^  sometimes 
smilindy;  but  after  ehe  had  jQnished  her  story  ahe  once  more 
wiped  her  eyes  and  said: 

^*  Your  uncle  is  a  man  with  whom  you  can  not  play  as  with 
a  peraon  of  yoor  own  size.  As  for  the  rest,  the  remindcr  that 
you  got  was  a  pretty  severe  onc;  but  you  scc  Orion  tried  to 
make  it  all  up  again.  Bat  what  was  that  you  were  saying 
about  a  *  wild  chase 

At  these  words,  Mai'ia's  ey^es  suddeiily  brightened  up.  In  a 
trice  all  her  woes,  even  the  flattcne^l  nose  of  her  ancehtoi-,  wero 
forgottcn;  and  with  a  nierry  peal  oi*  laughtcr  gushing  from 
the  depths  of  her  soul,  she  callcd  out: 

*'  Oh,  you  just  ought  to  bare  seen  thatl  You  would  have 
been  amused  at  it  tc^!  They  wanted  to  catch  the  rogue  who 
had  filched  the  emerald  out  of  the  tapestry.  He  had  lost  bis 
sandals,  and  these  were  held  under  tue  dogs'  noscs  and  then 
they  broke  loose/  ^ii&t  they  came  to  the  steps  here,  then  they 
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ruslied  10  ilie  stable,  then  to  the  house  of  a  Jockey— I  behind 
them  all  the  time,  after  the  u n  ier.s  and  the  other  barking  crew. 
Then  a  Council  was  held,  and  histly  they  went  out  the  gute  into 
the  city.  I  ought  not  to  have  left  the  jaid,  bnt — do  not  be 
angry  witii  me — ^it  was  just  too  fnnny!  Out  of  the  gate  they 
dashed,  through  Hapi  Street^  across  Taanch  Square,  and  lastly 
to  Goldsmith  Street^  and  then  the  whole  pack  rnshed  into  the 
Shop  of  Gamaliel  the  Jew,  who  is  such  a  witty  man.  Whilo  ]ie 
was  talking  witli  the  rest  his  wifc  broufrlit  me  an  apricot  tartlet 
— ever     mnvh  nicer  tlinn  any  wo  liave  at  horno. " 

"And  liavo  lliov  caii-ht  tlie  man  they  were  pursuing?'* 
asküd  Paula,  wlio.^c  *  lu  ekö  had  repeatediy  changed  color  at  the 
last  ^V(>i■dä  of  the  ciiild. 

"*  1  don't  know,^'  answered  Maria,  looking  puzzlcd,  tliey 
were  not  following  anybody  in  particnlar.  Tne  dogs  just  kept 
their  noses  to  the  gronnd  all  the  time,  and  we  ran  alter  them. 

"  Yes,  but  only  to  catch  the  imhappy  man  who  certainhrhas 
nothing  to  dowith  the  robbery:  only  reflect  a  little,  Maria. 
Those  sandals  supplied  the  scent  to  those  dogs«  and  they  harked 
them  on  to  seize  tne  man  who  had  worn  them,  and  who,  as  yet, 
had  not  been  henrd  by  any  jndgc.  They  were  found  in  the  Vesti- 
büle; probably  he  left  them  there  accidentally,  or  pomebody 
eise  may  have  carried  them  there.  Put  yoursell!  in  the  place 
of  this  unfortunatc  man,  a  Christian  like  ourselvos,  whom  they 
are  pursuing  wiüi  a  pack  of  hounds  likc  a  wild  beast.  Is  it 
not  areadful?  A  good  person  ought  not  to  laugh  at  any  such 
thing.'' 

Paula  Said  this  so  emphaücally,  with  such  eamestness  and 
evident  distress  that  the  child  looked  up  at  her  tearfuUy,  as  i£ 
already  penitent^  and  hurrying  upto  her  she  bmied  her  face  m 

her  lap  and  exelaimcd: 

**  I  did  not  know  that  they  were  hunting  down  a  poor  man-, 
and  if  it  grieves  you  so  much,  T  am  sorry  that  I  was  there! 
But  is  it  really  .so  bad?  You  arc  so  ol'ten  md  wlien  the  rest  of 
US  aro  laugliiiig!^^  At  the  samo  time  she  looked  up  at  Vauhi 
questioningly,  her  largo  cycr  ghstening  wltii  tcars.  11er  friend 
orew  her  doser  to  her,  kissea  her  fondly,  and  then  answered, 
mth  mournfol  tenderness: 

^'  I  would  gladlybeas  cheerful  as  you  are;  bnt  I  have  passed 
through  so  much  trouble  that  it  makes  me  sad.  Laugh  and 
be  merry  to  yonr  heart's  content  I  am  really  glad  of  it  for 
your  sake;  but  as  for  that  poor,  himted  man  I  am  af raid  that 
:'t  is  my  father\s  frecdman,  the  trnost,  mo^t  lionest  of  men. 
J)id  they  dra«,^  iiobody  out  of  the  goldsmith'ö  fihopwhenyou 
were  running  that  merry  race?'' 
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Shaking  her  head  in  ihe  negatiTe  the  child  asked: 

*^  Is  ihe  jockey,  ^our  stammermg  Hfram^  the  man  of  whom 

thcy  are  in  pursiüt.'''* 
"  I  am  afraid  so/' 

**  Yes,  yes,*'  said  the  little  girl.  "  Just  wait.  They —  Oh, 
dearl  it  will  troubleyou  agam — T  do  boliove — theydid  say  they 
had  his  shoes— I  did  not  pay  mucli  attention.  !Che  talk  was 
all  the  time  about  a  freedman,  a  stammerer/* 

**  Then  theyhave  certaiiily  piirdiiwl  an  iniiocent  man/'cried 
Paula,  with  a  heavy  sigh,  agaiu  sealiiig  lierself  at  her  toilet- 
table  in  Order  to  finish  dressing. 

While  her  hands  were  morms  as  best  they  could^  ehe  sunk 
into  a  profound  reverie^  ansveredthe  child  only  bv  monosylla" 
hies,  and  let  her  fumble  about  in  her  open  trimk,  and  Maria 
drew  forth  the  omament  whence  so  handsomea  jewel  had  beeu 
abstracted  and  flung  it  around  her  neck. 

Again  there  yy\\<  a  knock  at  the  door,  and  Catharino  en- 
tered, the  widow  iSiisaimah^s  littlo  (liuigbtcr,  the  young  gir.l 
with  whom  the  Xukaukas's  wife  wanted  to  wed  her  handüomo 
son:  bnt  sho  looked  pretty  and  plump:  neat  too  as  a  new  ])in; 
and,  jiioreover,  she  had  a  fresh,  bluoming,  attractivc  little 
face.  When  she  laughed  she  showed  two  rows  of  small,  white 
teethy  set  far  apart  from  one  another^  and  her  dear  eyes  looked 
out  upon  the  world  as  gladly  as  though  she  expected  naught 
bnt  contentment  there  or  niatei-ial  for  harmless  amusement 
She,  too,  was  an  a])2)licant  for  Paula's  favor,  but  by  no  means 
with  tbe  whole-soided  f nthusiasm  of  Maria.  Many  a  time,  in- 
deed,  she  was  so  demonstrative  in  licr  affootion  tbat  tbo  eider 
girl  had  to  check  her,  bat  on  tbe  otlicr  band  she  wotihl  tum 
her  back  on  the  Daraasccnc  witb  aiiger,  disdain  and  itouting, 
if  slic  bad  trcated  lier  at  all  coolly  or  seemcd  to  tbink  less  of 
her  tbaii  Maria.  To  be  sure,  it  rested  with  Paula  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  pettishness  on  the  part  of  the  humming-bird," 
that  usuaUv  had  a  comio  aspect,  hy  a  pleasant  word  or  a  kiss, 
and  yet  vithout  such  f  riendly  advanoes  Catharine  would  haye 
been  capable  of  indulging  m  ill-temper  to  the  end.  To-day 
die  threw  herseif  on  her  bosom,  and  when  Paula  begged  her, 
more  positively  than  iisual^  please  to  allow  her  first  to  complete 
her  toilet,  without  seeniiTig  to  be  hurt  in  tlio  loast,  sbe  jninrd 
httle  Maria  and  took  the  necklace  out  of  her  liaiul  in  onler  to 
try  it  on  hersclf.  Beautif  idiy  wrought  and  bet  witb  pearls  as 
it  waj^,  sho  was  wondcrfully  pleased  witb  it,  only  the  empty 
caüc  whence  Iiiram  bad  cut  the  emerald  with  his  knife  spoih  d 
the  whole  in  her  ejes.  It  was  still,  liowever,  a  rcgal  oma- 
ment^ ond  after  ehe  had  taken  a  great  bunch  of  Ostrich  feathora 
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out  of  Ü16  tniiik>  ahe  ahowed  her  little  friend,  with  comical  as- 
sumed  dignity>  how  Übe  empress  and  tlie  priuceases  at  court 
bowed  and  uoddod  graciously  to  their  subjects.    This  gave  rise 

to  a  great  deal  of  laughing,  but  wben  Paula* s  toilet  was  at  latt 
complftc,  and  slie  attcmpted  to  take  the  ornamont  away  l'rom 
Catlianiic,  the  cmpty  case,  bent  by  Hiram^s  kiiifo,  liung  in  the 
light  lace  of  her  overdress.  Maria  piuked  it  loose,  aud  Paula 
thiw  the  n'jckla^e  back  into  the  trunk. 

While  ßhe  locked  Üüa  slie  aöked  Caliiaiiiie  if  sho  had  met 
Orion. 

Orion?^'  repeated  she^  m  a  tone  as  thoogh  nobody  save 
berself  had  the  right  to  wsk  after  him.  We  two  came  up 
together;  he  wan  kd  to  see  after  the  vounded.  Haye  yon  any- 
thing  to  say  io  liim?'' 

At  this  ßhe  blushed  and  looked  suspiciously  at  Paula,  who, 
however,  onlyrophed  bya  carcless  **pcrhaps/'  and  thcn  called 
out  wlüie  she  hung  tlie  ribbou  arouiid  her  neck  to  which  her 
trunk-key  was  attached : 

Come,  girls^  it  is  time  now  £or  breakXast.  I  am  uot  goiug 
down  tü-day.'* 

Ah,''  Said  Maria,  in  a  tone  of  disappointment,  "grandfa- 
iher  is  yeiy  weak  and  grandmother  has  to  stay  with  mm,  and 
if  you  irill  not  oome  either^  then — then  I  must  eat  by  myaelf 
with  Eudoxia,  for  Catharine's  chariot  is  waiting,  and  ehe  has 
to  go  home  again  directly.  Oh,  do  come!  Do  so  for  my  sake; 
Jon  do  not  know  how  horrid  Eudoxia  can  be  when  the  weather 
18  SO  hot. " 

**  Ycs,  go  with  her!"  pleaded  Catliarine.  What  in  the 
World  is  to  keep  you  up  here?  As  for  the  rest,  toward  evening 
I'll  come  again  with  mamma." 

" Pleasaut,^"  answered  Paula,  "but  I  must  visit  the  sick 
Urtit. " 

May  I  go  with  you?^^  asked  the  hnmming-bird,  coaxingly, 
earessing  her  arm;  but  Ifaria  clapped  her  hands  and  cried: 

"  She  only  wants  to  go  where  Orion  Is:  sbe  is  so  fond  of 
hhn— 

Ilcreupon  Catharino  stopped  the  child's  mouth,  but  when 
Paula  had  signified  to  her,  with  quicker  breath,  that  she  wishcd 
to  speak  with  Orion  concerning  very  grave  jnni  tors,  Oatliarino 
tnrned  her  back  npou  lier  witli  a  qnick,  detiaiit  gesture,  aud 
went  npstairs  pouting,  while  Maria  glid*  d  dowu  the  same  upon 
the  hahisters.  A  few  days  bofore  Catliarine,  who  was  hardly 
ßixteen  ya'di'6  old,  Wüuld  iiavc  gladly  iollowed  her  in  the  sauio 
way. 

Pbula,  meanwhile,  knodced  at  the  fixst  ot  Üie  eick  room« 
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and  approached  it  as  softly  as  it  was  opened  by  the  nnrfie,  a 

nun  from  tlie  convent  (jC  St.  Cathariue.  Orion,  wliom  fibo 
souglit,  h;ul  boeu  tliere,  but  left  a  sbort  timo  before. 

In  the  i'ivbl  apartment  lay  the  woiinded  caravan  guido,  ia  the 
ßccond  tliu  (k'raii^cd  girl.  In  a  liall  adjoining  the  first  room, 
which  Wiks  beuuiilully  furnished,  haviu^  been  destiued  für  diö- 
tiiiguislied  gueöts,  sat  two  mim  absurbed  iii  con  "crsation. 
They  wero  the  Arabian  mcrchaub  aud  the  eurgcon  l'iuii^pus. 
The  latter  was  not  much  over  thirtj  years  of  age,  and  was  a 
Tery  tall^  raw-boned  yonng  man,  wnose  clothin^  consisted  of 
neat  bat  coarse  stnffs,  devoid  of  any  omament  wLatever.  He 
bad  a  pale,  inteUectual  couutenance,  lighted  np  by  brilliant 
black  eyes  exprossiTig  amiability  as  weil  as  keenness  aud  ani- 
mation.  His  lii^h  cheek-boues  wcre  much  too  prominent,  the 
lower  part  of  his  face  was  small,  npfly,  pinc]icd,  as  it  were, 
wliile  Ins  lofty  and  broad  brow  crowui'd  the  whule  as  appertaiu- 
ing  to  a  ]>bilost)plici\,  as  a  glorious  cupola  sets  the  seal  of  worth 
upou  a  ])laiii,  insigniücant  ediüce. 

This  man,  devoid  oi  grace  iLä  he  wa^J,  would  ncvertheless 
bave  bardly  been  overlooked  in  any  drcle  of  men,  however  dis- 
tiuguished-looking,  on  aocotmt  of  the  striking  mdividiiality  of 
bis  ph^siquo.  He  bad  just  been  engaged  in  au  animated  com- 
versation  witli  the  Arab,  wlio,,  during  a  two  days'  acquaintance, 
bad  conceiYed  a  bigb  regard  for  bim,  wbicb  was  f ully  redpro- 
cated. 

At  last  their  discussion  tumed  upon  Orion,  and  the  physi- 
cian,  an  iiideiatigable  worker,  who  had  no  rv^m't  for  anybody 
who  led  an  idlu  lifo  of  ploa.snro,  after  niaking  all  due  recogui- 
tion  of  his  exccllent  })arts  and  iiue  school  record  judged  him 
more  liarshly  Liiuu  the  old  gentlemau.  To  tLu  piiybiciau  all 
human  existonce  was  sacred,  and  everything  seemed  to  him 
leorthy  of  annihilation  tbat  tbieatened  to  destroy  the  body  or 
aoul  of  a  man.  Tbe  min  tbat  Orion  bad  brought  upon  Uyd 
unbappy  Mandana  was  known  to  him  as  weU  as  the  manner 
in  wmcb  he  had  trifled  with  the  aftections  of  many  other  wom- 
en,  and  these  things  constituted  bim,  in  bis  eyes,  a  burtful  and 
dancerous  member  of  society. 

With  him  lifo  was  an  Obligation,  whicli  was  discharged  by 
work,  no  matter  of  what  sort,  so  thafc  it  btnetited  tlie  whole; 
but  youiig  gentlemen  of  Orion's  stamp  did  not  ri'cogiiizo  this 
Obligation  aL  all,  but  broughl  the  whole  world  under  contribu- 
tion  for  their  own  meau,  sellish  aims.  With  the  aged  Moslem, 
on  tbe  contrary,  life  was  a  dream,  tbe  faiiest  pcurt  of  wbicb, 
youtb,  each  one  sbould  enjoy  with  open  senses,  and  only  be 
Bolicitoas  tbat  be  migbt  indulge  tbe  bope  of  admiasion  to  Pani' 
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dise  when  the  awakening  came  which  begau  ai  ikutli.  How 
little  could  man  do  against  the  iron  force  that  fate  suspended 
oyerhim!  Neither  conld  tliis  be  averted  by  eamest  labor.  The 
only  thing  to  do  was  to  assnme  the  light  position  wiHi  refer- 

encc  to  it,  and  meet  it  with  digm'ty.  Orion's  fate  had  laden 
his  ship  of  life  too  lightly;  iu  fiiie  weather  it  sailed  away 
whithersoever  the  wind  drove  it.  He  liimself  had  been  anxious 
to  eqiiip  it  well,  and  if  fate  should  freight  it  heavily,  right 
lieavny,  and  dash  it  against  the  clifts,  then  would  it  be  seen 
for  the  first  time  who  and  what  it  was;  he,  Haschim,  confi- 
dently  beliovorl  that  then  his  character  would  ])rove  to  be  ex^ 
cellent.    A  nuiu  is  put  to  the  proof  in  a  slüpw  ieck. 

Here  the  doctor  put  in  a  word  to  prove  that  not  the  Kismet 
of  the  MoalenLS^  but  man  hhnself  giiides  the  ship  of  life;  but 
jnst  ncFw  Paida  looked  in  and  interrupted  him. 

Tho  meröhant  boved  revercntially^  Philippus  respectfully, 
but  with  more  embarrassment  than  would  have  been  ezpected 
from  the  general  ease  of  his  manners.  For  some  years  past 
he  had  been  a  daily  gncst  at  the  governor's  mansion,  and  after 
purposoly  üverlüoking  Paula  in  the  bogiiiiiiiio:  when  Lady 
Nephons  assumed  an  inimical  attitude  low  ard  Ihm-,  lie  drew  her 
out  as  much  as  possible.  Talks  with  him,  wliicli  were  in  a 
ßharp,  cuttijig  tone  at  ürst,  hiui  bei  ii  any thing  but  agreeable 
to  her,  so  that  she  had  often  abruptly  termiuated  them  in  a 
lather  snperdlious  manner;  bnt  long  ago  she  had  leamed  to 
enjoy  them,  and  now  theywere  almost  a  necessity.  Thev 
kept  her  mind  awake  in  a  circle  that  busied  itself  only  witn 
the  small  oonoems  of  families  dwelling  in  this  ruinous  city  or 
with  dogmatic  controversies;  for  tho  ÄEukaukas  seldom  or 
never  took  part  in  the  talk  of  the  women. 

Tho  physician  never  conversod  with  her  ahout  current 
evcnts,  bat  lay  before  her  his  own  views  or  the  opinions  of 
others  concerning  grave  questions  of  life,  or  they  talkod  about 
bookö  familiär  to  tiiem  both,  and  she  knew  how  to  raise  mies- 
sions  which  he  answered  with  wit  and  sliarpness.  By  and  by 
she  had  grown  accustomed  to  his  cold  mode  of  thinking,  and 
sinoere,  oiten  recklesdy  candid  speech,  and  the  intellectually 

fifted  girl  now  preferired  conversation  with  him  to  any  other 
ind  Ol  social  intercourse,  having  discerned  in  this  thinker, 
tliis  comjjendium  of  all  knowlotlgc,  a  truly  ehild-likc  simplicity, 
and,  moroover,  an  miparalleled  unselfiHhness.  The  most  that 
ßhe  did  dis])leased  her  uncic's  wifo,  and  so  did  this  conlidential 
assoriation  with  this  man,  whose  outward  ap]>earanre  was  any- 
tliing  l^üt  attractive  to  a  young  girl.  But  the  pliy^itian  ol'  a 
noble  family  Avas  umployed  to  hcal  them,  and  it  was  imbe- 
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eonuBg  to  carry  on  confidential  disconrse  mth  him  as  with  an 
equal.  She  reproached  Paula,  whose  j)ride  ehe  of teu  wounded, 
with  uiibocoming  condescension,  but  iii(  *>t  of  all  did  it  ycx  her 

that  the  Damasceiie  eiigrossod  maiiyahulf  liour  thal  Philippus 
M  oiild  otlicrwiöc  liave  devotrfl  to  her  husbnnd ,  in  whom  ner 
aüections  centored,  and  to  w.hoiic  liualth,  witk  hör,  everytlimg 
hiul  rcfereiico. 

The  Arab  Lad  iinmtdiately  rcof»^niztd  Iiis  o})ponent  of  the 
eYcuiug  before,  aud  after  Ihc  iriuiidliest  unduiöLaudin^  had 
quidÜy  ensaed  betwoen  them,  and  Paula  had  coufessed  how 
foolish  it  had  been  of  her  to  make  a  well-disposed  individual 
responsibie  for  the  ül  doing  of  a  whole  nation,  and  Haschim 
had  replied  that  a^ldnd  heart  always  rights  itself,  she  turned 
the  conversatioii  upon  her  fatlicr,  and  tlie  physician  informed 
the  Arab  that  was  unweariedly  searching  for  one  of  whom 
every  trace  hnd  disappearcd. 

Kather,  it  m  the  sole  task  of  mj  lile!^'  cricd  the  young 
lady. 

And  "WTonsrly  so,  T  tliink,"  remarked  the  physician;  but 
thü  merchant  di:;a^rt'tel  wiLli  hiiu,  for  there  were  things  too 
precions  ever  to  givo  up  as  lost,  eTen  though  the  hope  of  find- 
mg  them  again  became  thin  and  weak  as  a  rotten  straw. 

°*I  feel  that  way  tool''  cried  Paula;  "  and  Philip,  how  caa 
yon  oppose  me?  Have  I  not  heard  from  yoiu*  own  mouth  that 
you  neyer  gave  up  hope  of  your  patients  untü  they  were  in 
tlio  very  arnis  of  death:  J  hold  fast  to  mine  now  morc  than 
ever,  aiul  feel  that  it  is  right  so  to  do.  I  shall  devote  my  last 
tlioughts,  my  last  pcnny  to  finding  my  father  without  help 
from  my  uucle  and  his  wife,  and  in  si)ito  ul*  tlieir  Opposition. 

But  in  aÖ'airs  of  this  kiud  a  yuuag  iiw.ly  eaii  Iii  do  williout 
the  help  of  a  man/  '  replied  the  merchant  "  I  go  around  the 
Irorld  a  ereat  detd,  talk  with  many  a  etranger  from  f oreign 
lands,  and  if  you  would  do  me  an  honor,  nominate  me  your 
coadjutor,  allow  me  to  be  your  confederate  in  this  searcli 
after  the  noble  warrior,  whose  cli  ;  i  pi  arance  is  so  deplorable. 

Thanks,  fervent  thanksl"  cried  Paula»  ßeizing  the  Mos- 
lem's  band  with  joyful  warnitli.  Keep  my  lost  one  in  re- 
menil)ranre  wborcsoever  you  go.  1  aaiapoor,  forsaken  girl, 
but  if  you  find  liim — 

**  Thea  you  will  kuow  that  thero  are  men  among  tho  Mos- 
lems— " 

Thal  gladly  exercise  chaiity  and  kindly  aid  defcnselesö 
women/'  interposed  Pänia. 

^'  And  if  the  Most  High  so  plcase,  with  good  results,*'  re- 
plied the  Arab.      Just  as  soon  as  I  find  a  traoe  yon  are  to 
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liear  f  rom  me,  bnt  now  I  musfe  cross  tbe  iiTer  to  General 
Amr.  I  go  oomforted,  becanse  I  know  that  mj  poor,  honest 
HaSBsn  is  in  good  hands^  frieud  Philip!   The  first  inyestigatiou 

18  to  begiii  in  Foßtat;  you  may  depend  upon  it,  my  daughter/' 
"  I  do, "  answcred  Paula,  in  jo^nl  agitation.      When  shall 

we  ineet  ngain?'' 

"  To-moiTOw;  at  latest^  dav  aftor  to-morro\v  early." 

Thon  tho  girl  approached  liim  and  ^\']iispered : 

**  We  liave  discovered  a  clew  now,  mr;  yes,  I  liope  that  the 

messciiger  is  akeady  on  the  way.    Have  you  time  enough  to 

listen  to  me?'* 

^*  Properly  I  ehould  have  crosaed  the  mer  long  ago;  not 
then  toHiaj,  but  to-morrow>  I  hope.^'  So  saying  the  Arab 
shook  hands  with  both  her  and  the  snrgeon,  then  qiückly  with- 
drew. 

Paula  stood  ßtill  absorbed  in  liioaght;  then  it  occurred  to 

her  that  tlie  hunted  Iiiram  on  the  otner  side  of  the  river  was 
in  the  doniain  of  Arab  power,  and  that  the  merchant,  pcrhaps, 
might  interccdc  for  him  if  fIio  bhonld  coninmnicate  to  liirn  all 
that  she  knew.  Shewas  fiUedwith  grt'at  tru.^t  in  tho  old  man, 
whose  kindly,  sympathetic  glanre  still  hauntcd  her,  and  with- 
out  paying  further  hecd  to  the  doctor,  shc  hurried  up  to  the 
door  Ol  me  first  sick-chamber»  At  the  side  of  this  hung  a 
cnzcifix,  and  the  nun  had  cast  herseif  on  her  knees  bef  ore  it, 
in  Order  to  pray  for  the  infidel  paiient,  and  beseech  the  Good 
ßhepherd  to  pity  this  sheep  outside  His  fold. 

Paula  did  not  venture  to  Interrupt  the  deyotions  of  the  wor- 
ßhiper,  who  kuelt  before  the  small  passage,  and  so  several  min- 
ntes  passed,  until  the  physician  remarking  her  great  uneasi- 
ness,  left  the  hall,  touched  the  nun^s  Shoulder,  and  thus 
appealed  to  her  in  low  and  persuasive  tones: 

One  niüment,  dear  sister!  Your  pious  prayer  is  always 
heard,  but  this  young  lady  is  in  a  great  hurry. " 

The  nnn  arose  immediately,  steppcd  back,  and  gave  Paula  a 
look  of  Indignation  as  ahe  went  ont  rapidly  and  hwtened  down 
the  stairs. 

Before  the  gate  leading  into  the  court-yard  her  eye  songht 
the  Arabian,  but  in  vain.    Then  she  inquired  of  a  slare,  and 

foimd  out  that  the  merchant's  horse  had  been  waiting  a  long 
whiie  before  the  gate,  but  that  he  had  jnst  galloped  off  and 
was  probably  ali'eady  at  the  bridgo  of  ships  wliieh  united 
Memphis  with  ihe  island  of  Klmhi,  and  the  latter  with  Foit 
Babylon  and  the  uewly  sprung-up  Fostat. 
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Tboübled  and  angry  with  herseif,  Paula  went  back  np* 
atairs.   Was  it  the  heat  of  the  day  tbat  had  enerrated  her  and 

deprivcd  herof  the  presence  of  mind  that  was  hers  of  right? 
She  did  not  understand  herseif  now  why  ehe  liad  not  imrnedi- 
ately  availed  herseif  of  the  opportunity  to  iiitercede  witli  Has- 
chim  for  fhat  triisty  "crv?  ?it.  Porliaps  the  mcrchaiit  might 
have  been  ablo  to  do  sometliirjg  for  Hiram.  The  slave  iit  the 
gate  had  told  her  tliat  lie  had  not  been  canght;  the  tinie  to  iu- 
tercede  for  him  liud  not  then  come;  but  she  woiild  do  so,  woidd 
endure  the  bruiit  of  her  kmsman's  anger,  and,  if  it  must  be, 
betray  everythijig  that  she  had  secn  in  the  night,  for  the  sake 
of  saving  that  true  man.  This  was  her  duty,  yet  before  she 
did  it,  before  she  so  deeply  hmniliaied  Orion,  she  would  warn 
him.  The  thoiiglit  of  being  obliged  to  accnse  him  of  8o  reck- 
lesB  a  deed  pained  her  hke  the  necessity  of  inflicting  a  hurt 
npon  herseif.  She  hated  him,  bat  she  would  rather  hava 
demollslied  the  fairest  work  of  art  than  have  brandod  him 
whose  iinuL'o  still  swayed  her  soul  as  the  embodiment  of  all 
masciüiuü  perfection. 

Instead  of  joining  Maria  at  hreakfast,  or  ofTermg  to  play 
draughts  with  her  invalid  uncle,  perhups  a  talk  with  the  physi- 
cian  would  divert  her  mind  somewhat,  After  the  varied  excite- 
ments  of  the  last  honrs  she  longcd  for  something,  no  mattet 
what,  to  brighten  her  np  and  suggcst  new  ideas. 

In  the  first  sick-chambcr  the  mm  cooUy  asked  what  she 
wanted  there,  and  who  had  given  her  leave  to  take  a  share  in 
the  nursing.  Then  the  doctor  tumed  to  the  nun  and  told  her 
ieoidedly  that  lie  (l<'F;ir*M:l  the  yonng  lady's  assistance^  and  that, 
too,  in  the  treutment  of  ])oih  ])atients.  Tlifronpon  lie  pre- 
ceded  Paula  into  the  hall  and  remarked  to  her^  in  a  subducd 
voice: 

*^  All  should  be  in  oider  first  Lot  us  sit  here  for  a  httle 
whüe.'' 

Then  he  led  her  to  the  sofa,  and  seated  himself  in  a  diair 
onposite  to  her,  after  which  he  thus  opened  conyersation: 
*^Ju8t  now  you  wera  looking  for  the  handsome  Orion,  but 

now  von  miist^ — " 

"What?''  asked  she,  eamestly.  "I  would  have  you  to 
know  that  the  son  of  this  liouse  is  no  more  to  mo  than  his 
mother.   With  yoor  '  haud^iome  Orion '  something  must  hav9 


Digitized  by  Google 


108 


THE  BUIDE  OF  THE  NILE, 


been  meant  wbicli  I  should  not  like  to  hear  again.  Neyertlie' 
less  I  must  speak  with  bim^  directly  too^  about  a  matter  of  im- 

portancc.'* 

**  What,  then,  procures  mo  the  gratificatioii  of  seeingjon 
again?   To  confess  candidly^  I  did  not  expect  your  retum.^' 

"  And  why  not?" 
Excuso  ine  froni  auswcriiig.     People  do  not  willingly 
listen  to  uiipieasant  truths.    If  a  person  deems  one  of  us  not 
exactly  .soimd — 

If  that  is  meant  for  me/  '  answered  the  girl,  "  I  can  teil 
you  that  the  only  good  thing  about  me  is  my  healtb.  Just 
speak  out!  Teil  me  the  worst  of  myself.  I  need  something 
toniaj  to  rouse  me  from  lethargy,  even  ihougb  it  should  anger 

"  Well,  then,'*  answered  Philippus,  andyet  I'm  yentnring 
into  perilous  water.  As  for  health — wliat  people  call  so — any 
fish  niay  eiivy  you;  but  of  the  higher  hoalth,  viz.,  that  of  the 
Boul — I  am  affaid  that  you  can  not  boast." 

"  Tliat  is  a  formidable  beginning,"  replied  the  girl.  "It 
woold  seem,  from  your  reproach,  that  I  have  wronged  you  or 
ßomebody  eise. " 

"How  could  you!*'  cricd  the  doctor.  **We  have  nothing 
io  oomplain  of  as  Coming  from  you.  I  am  that  I  am;  you 
think  of  y ourseif ^  and  whiS  are  others  to  you?'' 

*^  The  thing  in  poüit  is,  what  do  you  understand  by  these 
*  others 

*^  Xo  less  than  all  around  you  now,  those  in  the  house  here, 
in  tliis  city,  in  the  world.  To  you  they  are  air  and  less  than 
that;  for  tlie  air  is  a  body  whose  power  Ulis  sails  and  impels 
ßliips  to  stem  the  cnrrent,  whose  chaugeful  nature  aöects  the 
iil-  or  well-being  of  the  body — " 

**  My  world  is  here  inside,''  replied  Paula,  and  laid  her  hand 
npon  her  heart. 

"  Quite  right.  The  whole  creature  ought  to  have  a  place 
there;  for  what  is  commonly  called  a  human  heart,  hov  much 
can  it  embrace?  The  more  one  plans  to  inclose  \nthin  it  the 
more  capacious  does  it  become.  It  is  dangerous  to  let  the  lock 
to  it  ruflt,  for  as  soon  as  that  happens,  and  one  tries  to  open  it, 
no  amount  of  pulling  and  tugging  helps.  And  then — but  I 
wonid  not  hurt  your  feelings — you  have  accustomed  yourself 
to  looking  l)ackward  and  backward  only.'' 

"And  ])ray  what  pleasant  ]in)spcet  lies  bufore  me?  Your 
censure  is  severe  and  lianlly  jusLiüabie.  How  do  you  knoW 
the  direction  of  my  tliuughts?" 

"  Becauso  I  have  foUowed  you  with  the  eyes  of  a  friend.  In 
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ßooth,  Paula^  you  liavo  forgotten  iiow  tu  look  about  you  and  to 
the  f  utiire.  What  lies  in  retrospect,  what  is  lost,  that  consti- 
tuies  your  world.  I  once  showed  you,  in  a  crambling  x)apyrtis- 
roU  Ol  my  old  foater-father  Horns  Apollo^  a  heathenish  demon, 
who  advances,  ^vlülo  Iiis  head  is  so  &sed  oq  his  neck  thai  the 
face  and  eyes  look  behind/' 
I  i*emember  it  well/' 

"  'Ko^^%  yon  have  resembled  snch  a  dcmon  for  a  long  "\vliile. 
*  Evorytiiing  llows/  says  llcraelitus,  and  you  are  forced  toßwim 
forward  with  the  great  st  ream;  or,  if  we  alter  the  fignre,  you 
miist  movo  forward  oii  the  highway  of  life  to  tlu)  nuiverKal 
goal;  yet  at  the  same  tiiue  absorbed  in  the  contcmplation  oi'  a 
father's  large,  dehghtful  mansion,  rieh  in  love  and  tendemess, 
the  lovely  aad  majestic  shapes  of  a  home  happy,  but,  alasl 
gone^  neyer  to  retnm.  At  the  same  time  you  moye  f orwaid> 
and  what  must  follow  as  a  matter  of  course?'' 
I  must  stumble,  you  tliink,  and  fall — " 

The  more  keenly  Paiila  feit  the  doctor's  reproaches  the  less 
could  slie  conceal  it  from  lierself  that  they  includod  much  that 
was  true.  She  had  comc  to  be  cheered  iip;  but  iiow  these  ac- 
cusatiüus  liad  distur])ed  licr  eqnilihrinm.  Why  should  she  be 
taken  to  taök  ]ike  a  school-giri  by  tliis  man  who  was  by  no 
means  aged?  Ii  ihis  was  the  way  it  wciit,  thcu  he  phouM  get 
to  hear.  But  already  his  answer  followed,  and  agaiu  she  feit 
refreäied,  and  her  conyiction  strengthened  that  he  was  her 
true,  well-meaning  friend. 

"Perhaps  not  that/'  was  the  tenor  of  his  rejoinder,  *'be- 
cause — because — ^well,  destiny  has  blessed  you  with  the  fairest 
symmetry,  and  like  a  hero's  daughter  you  move  forward  with 
perfeet  self-possossion.  Lot  ns  not  forget  that  I  speak  of  your 
soid,  too,  tluit  maintains  iutact  its  inborn  nobüity  amid  so 
Jnuch  that  is  petty  and  luean. 

**  "Why,  then,,  need  I  shuu  retrospection  that  does  me  good?" 
interposed  slu?,  with  animation,  looking  Mm  in  the  face  with 
reuewed  e^Uit. 

"  Because  thereby  yon  step  lightly  npon  the  fe^  of  othersi 
That  does  harm;  they  get  angry  with  you^  they  leam  to  dis- 
like  you  who  are  more  amiable  than  themselyes. 

**  Unjustly,  too,  for  I  am  unconscions  of  haying  willingly 
hurt  the  f eehngs  of  any  human  bemg  since  I  haye  ^n  in  tha 
house.  ** 

I  know;  bat  unconsciously  you  haye  done  so  a  thousand 
Ümes.'' 

**  Then  it  were  boi?t  that  T  dionld  llee  them  eutirely." 
"Kol  H  thousand  timcs  nol   ilö  whowithdrawä  from  the 
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rest  of  thc  world  and  rctires  within  himself,  thinks  that  he  is 
doinff  fiome  great  thing  and  exalting  himself  above  an  existence 
that  ne  despisea  Bat  investigate  a  little  more  closely:  self-in- 
terest  and  self-love  driye  him  into  dens  and  caverns;  in  any 

case,  in  ordcr  to  attain  what  he  oonBidcr.s  his  good,  he  neglects 
the  highest  duties  to  hiimanitj^  or^  shall  we  baj,  to  the  society 

to  whicli  we  bulong?  It  is  a  great  corporation,  and  every  in- 
dividiinl  is  to  considcr  liimself  as  a  mcmbcr  of  it,  seek  to  be 
serviceabie  and  bon<^ff*:ial  to  it,  and  even  wlien  nt'oessn  ry  show 
itself  ready  to  make  ^^aerificoü  ior  it.  The  heavicsi  are  not  loo 
heavy.  Who  theii  staiuls  upon  his  ground  bnt  you — no,  please 
hear  me  to  tlio  cud,  for  1  shall  hardly  venture  a  second  timc  to 
expose  myself  to  the  danger  of  incurring  your  anger — ^you 
want  to  he  all  in  all  to  yonnelf  .  What  Paula  has  been  and 
Boflered  she  keeps  locked  up  in  the  treasnre-house  of  her  recol- 
lections  behind  bar  and  holt.  What  Paula  is,  she  thhiks  that 
ehe  is  obliged  to  be^  and  for  what?  Again  only  for  this  same 
Paula.  She  has  experienced  great  sorrow,  and  her  soul  lives 
upon  it;  bnt  this  diet  is  to  be  rejected  as  unhealthy  and  bad." 

Then  ahe  wantM  to  rise,  but  he  bowed  down  bcfnre  her, 
carried  away  by  Iiis  earnestiiess  and  fuü  couviction  ot  ilie  im- 
ortance  oi  wliiit  lie  was  iirging  upon  lier;  he  oa^^Tially  touched 
er  arm  as  thougli  lic  would  induce  her  to  keep  her  place  on 
the  sofa  whether  or  no,  and  continued>  without  allowing  him- 
self to  be  mterrupted  or  disconcerted: 

Ton  feed  upon  old  sorrovl  And  beautiful  is  such  send- 
büityl  A  hundred  times  havel  eeen  it  ;  pain  can  ennoble.  It 
can  rcnder  cxalted  souIb  capable  of  feeling  more  deeply  the 
griefs  of  others;  it  can  arouse  in  them  the  desire  to  mitigate 
the  sufferings  of  others  by  sharing  their  burdeiis.  IIc  who  is 
familiär  with  pain  aiid  woe  enjoys  comfort  and  pleaäure  witii 
rcdoubled  zest;  the  suilerer  leams,  too,  to  enjoy  the  little 
blessiiigs  of  lifo  with  irratitnde.  But  you?  Vor  a  long  while  I 
have  bcen  siriving  after  the  courage  to  say  this  to  you;  and  yet 
you  extract  no  benefit  from  sorrows  because  you  hu^  ihem  up 
closely  like  precious  seeds  that  one  carries  around  with  him  in 
a  silver  casket.  Let  one  bnry  pain  in  the  ground  that  it  may 
germinate  and  bear  fruit.  And  yet  I  wouM  not  criticisc.  I 
would  only  advise,  advise  as  your  truest,  most  devoted  friend. 
Teach  yourself  to  feel  as  amember  of  the  body  with  which  fate 
has  assoeiatcd  you,  whetlier  you  like  it  or  not.  Make  up  j^our 
mind  to  doall  that  lies  wiihiu  you  topromotethe  geiuM  al  weal. 
You  will  find  that  you  will  succced  in  being  somethiug  to  your 
fellows,  and  forthwith  tlie  easket  \\ill  o])en,  and  you  will  pcr- 
Uüivü  with  aötouiiihinuLLl  and  joy  that  the  seedb  wiüch  you  bcat* 
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tered  on  tlie  ground  iiavc  Sprung  up,  that  blossoms  are  uiifold- 
ing,  and  fniitk  matixriug^  from  which  maj  bu  gurnered  food  or 
nourishment  for  yourseu  and  othersl  Then^  iks  the  BIble  snys,  * 
*let  the  dcad  bury  their  dead/  aud  consecrate  to  the  hving 
fhoae  rieh  powers  and  fair  gifts  vhich  have  beoome  youT  por* 
tion  as  a  natural  inheritance  from  a  noble  father  and  mother; 
yea,  a  long  iine  of  glorious  ancestors.  Then  will  you  regain 
what  you  iiave  lost;  that  joy  in  existcncc  whicli  pervades  our 
bc'iii^r,  and  which  we  ought  to  dispi^nne,  becaii.se  it  inoludes 
within  itself  an  Obligation,  which  it  <i:raiitod  to  uö  to  perfoi  ni 
only  a  ,siiiii;le  time.  A  jn-onitious  destiny  has  formed  von  lo  be 
lovcd  ubove  hundreds  o^  inousandü,  und  il!  you  du  not  iorget 
the  gratitude  due  fortiiis^  then  will  hearts  be  drawn  to  you  wao 
hitiiertohave  resembled  atree  eetaboutwith  prickly  thoms, 
whose  bonghs^  too,  drooped  like  the  weeping  willow  of  the 
Kile,  and  you  will  lead  a  new  and  more  beautif  ul  life,  blessing 
and  blessecL  Out  of  the  barren,  joyless  existiaice  that  you 
have  been  wearily  leading  here,  adding  nothing  to  the  happi- 
nesrf  of  any,  more  e?pcoially  yonrsclf,  you  will  rise  to  a  fresher, 
purer  atnios])here,  chirifii'd  by  the  sweet  consciunsni'.ss  of  living 
to  do  good.  It  rests  with  youi'self  to  taste  of  such  sal Isfying  bbsa. 
In  Coming  here  to  nurse  these  unfortunates  you  have  »Iready 
taken  the  hrst  ütep  ou  the  new  road  that  I  would  direct  you  to 
as  leading  to  tme  nappiuess.  I  did  not  expect  to  aee  you  here, 
and  am  grateful  for  your  Comings  because  I  know  that  admls» 
don  at  this  door  uaherB  you  into  a  higher  plane  of  existence, 
where  you  will  find  amplo  scope  for  the  development  of  your 
exoeptibnaL  powers  both  of  heart  and  mind.  Thank  God  I 
have  delivercd  my  message!" 

So  saying,  tlie  doctor  arose;  and  while  hewi|XHl  the  Perspira- 
tion from  Iiis  brow  ho  lookod  soHcitously  at  Paula,  who,  draw- 
ing  a  deep  brcath  and  looking  more  bewildered  and  undecided 
than  he  had  ever  seen  her.  still  retained  her  seat.  She  pressed 
her  hitjid  to  her  forekead  aud  siiently  looked  down  aß  ihough 
gtruggling  to  suppress  pain. 

S^mg  this  the  young  man  clappod  his  anus  together  just  as 
a  workman  does  when  his  hands  nave  been  frozen  in  the  cold 
winter-time^  and  painfully  aeitated^  exclaimed: 

Yes,  I  ought  to  have  epSsen,  and  can  not  repentof  having 
donc  it;  but  what  I  foresaw  is  now  Coming  to  pass,  I  am  to 
lose  the  best  joy  that  sweetens  for  me  my  every-day  life!  Jt  is 
a  fine  command  to  love  Plato,  but  ti  nii:  is  better  worth  loving 
than  Plato;  and  yet  wlioever  does  so  maat  just  be  preparod  for 
this  truth  scaring  away  friends  from  the  uncomfortabie  uear* 
nesti  to  this  poor  apostie  oi  truth. 
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Here  Paula  aroso,  aiifl  oboying  the  impulse  of  her  good 
heart,  cordially  extended  her  riglit  liand  to  the  doftor.  Jle 
griisped  itwitli  botli  liandsand  presi?ed  itso  hard  that  it  ubnost 
pained  the  girl,  as  u  illi  glistening  eycs  he  exclaime<l : 

I  hopcM;!  it  would  be  so;  this  is  ^raud,  tliis  is  noble!  Would 
that  I  might  be  your  brother,  glonous  maiden!  Come,  nowl 
If  that  poor^  beantifol  creature  there,  deranged  and  mortally 
voimded  as  she  is,  oonld  be  healed  by  any  band  it  wonld  bie 
yours!'* 

"  I  come/'  she  replied,  warmly;  and  there  was  sometliing 
healthy  and  cheerf  ul  m  her  manner  as  she  approached  tlie  sick- 
room;  yet  midway  the  oxprc?Rion  of  her  fcatiires  altercd,  and 
thouL^litfiilly  fIic  propos^ed  tliis  questio]i :  (iiven  that  we  do 
restore  this  imfortimate  to  liealth,  what  gooii  would  it  do  her?'' 

**  8he  will  breathe  aiul  bask  in  the  light  of  day/'  answerod 
the  surgeon.  Siic  will  be  grateful  to  you,  and  in  her  turn 
benefit  her  fellows  to  the  extent  of  her  ability;  finally  she  will 
enjoy  the  supreme  good  of  Ufe — for  after  all  do  you  not  reaüze 
it?— lifo  is  the  higibeet  giftP' 

Paula  gazed  with  astoDi'sliment  upon  the  tranaSgttred  ap- 
pearance  of  this  ordinadly  homely  man.  His  countenance 
glowed  with  enthusiasm,  and  it  fairly  shone  with  rapture. 

At  t]n>  Tiioment  nobody  could  have  pronouuoed  him  ugly 
and  unattractive. 

He  beiieved  in  what  he  had  declaimeil  with  such  ardor,  and 
yet  he  contradicted  the  view  whioli  ho  had  only  yestorday  ex- 
pressed aud  so  frequently  defcudcd,  viz.,  that  lifc  a  wrctched 
thing  to  one  who  knows  not  how  to  take  hold  of  it  with  energy 
and  make  something  out  of  it  At  this  instant  it  realiy  was  to 
him  the  chief  ^ood. 

Paula  precedod  him,  and  his  eye  hung  upon  her  as  does  that 
td  the  pious  pilgrim  npon  the  image  of  the  saint,  to  see  which 
he  has  crossed  over  seas  and  mountains  with  bleeding  feet. 

Now  they  approached  tho  patient's  bed.  '^J'hc  mm  rctired 
before  them  and  hwl  her  owii  lliounhts  onncerniiir:;  tlir  doctor*8 
altered  mauner.  and  the  rn])t  iirous,  cliild-likc  eheta'l'ulnejis  with 
which  heexplaincd  to  Paula  what  danger  threaten^d  thewoimd- 
ed  girl,  what  plan  oi  Operations  he  nieant  to  pursae  in  order  to 
save  the  poor  creature,  how  to  make  plasters,  apply  medica- 
mentSj  and  how  necessary  it  was^  so  long  as  the  fever  lasted^  to 
indnlge  thewhims  of  her  sick  brain  and  treat  herasif  her 
thoughts  wcrc  rational. 

Finally  he  had  to  withdraw  in  order  to  visit  other  patients; 
but  Paula  remained  sitting  at  the  head  o£  the  sick  girrs  bed 
mi  looking  at  her  face. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  BEIDE  OF  THE  NILE,  113 

How  beantifnl  it  vaB! 
And  ihiB  Toae  had  Orion  broken  when  a  bnd,  and  ahame* 
fnlly  trodden  iipon !  Probably  she  had  feit  the  same  for  him 
as  herseif.  And  now?  Did  she  feel  nothing  more  for  him 
than  hatred,  or  did  h«'r  lioart,  like  that  of  this  poor  tliing  with 
all  thf  re^^entnient,  all  the  contempt  it  feit,  lind  its(]f  still 
under  tlie  speU  oi  enchäutment  witii  which  he  had  once  en- 
ßnared  it? 

But  what  ßhamefal  feelings  were  these?  She  moist  and 
would  be  his  f oe ! 

And  now  she  looked  thoufrhtfiilly  back  upon  the  idle  and 
unprofitable  life  that  she  hiul  beeu  lemling  for  some  years  past. 
The  physician's  words  had  hit  the  right  mark;  ycs,  they  had 
been  too  mild  ratber  than  too  seyere.  Yes^  she  wanted  to 
begin  now  and  ezpend  her  strength  in  behalf  of  others;  but 
how,  in  what  manner?  here,  and  among  these  peoplc?  IIow 

florified  had  poor  Phihppus  seemed  when  ahe  onered  him  her 
and,  and  how  eloquent  had  been  his  diseourse! 

"  How  false/'  thought  she,  "  is  the  sayin^  that  the  body  ia 
the  mirror  of  the  soul !  If  this  were  so,  then  Philippus  woidd  look 
like  Orion,  Orion  likc  Philippus."    But  could  the  heart  of  the 

other  be  wholly  corruiit?  It  was  not  pos,>iblp;  and  all  tliat 
was  in  her  struggled  to  bt  liüve  it.  She  mio/  Inve  or  hate  him; 
there  was  no  middle  grüun<l  left :  but  these  t w  o  i'eelings  wrestled 
and  struggled  together  in  uu  uubeaial)k'  luanner. 

The  physician  wished  to  be  her  brotlicr;  and  at  that  t]iou<,^ht 
she  could  but  smile.  Calnily  contented  she  might  live  housed 
with  him,  her  faithf  ul  nurse,  and  the  leamed  old  fiieud  who 
fihared  his  house,  of  whom  he  had  often  spoken,  pursue  his 
Btndies,  aid  him  in  his  calling,  and  converse  with  him  on  manv 
topics  Worth  knowing.  Such  a  life,  said  she  to  herseif,  would 
be  a  thousand  times  pieferable  to  being  housed  with  Aunt 
Kephoris. 

Assuredly  she  had  fonnd  a  frieud  in  him,  and  that  she  was 
Willing  to  recognize  him  as  such  brought  the  first  fulfillment 

of  Iiis  prophccY,  for  it  showed  that  she  conld  appreciate  the 
highest  proof  of  friendship,  viz.,  faitMul  reproof. 

All  of  these  deliberations  were  interspersed  oontinnally  with 
apprehonsions  for  the  threatened  lliiam,  and  at  the  same  time 
it  was  iniprcssed  upon  her  mind  thatif  matters  came  to  ex- 
tremity  between  herst'lf  aiul  Orion,  her  further  sojourn  in  the 
governor^s  mansion  would  bu  inipoösible.  How  often  had  aho 
ardentlv  desired  the  opportimity  to  leave  it;but  now  she  shrunk 
from  it;  for  partosg  ^th  her  nnde  induded  Separation  from 
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hls  son  likewifla   She  abhomd  Mm,  bat  to  lose  siglit  of  hiin 

forever  was,  neverthelesß,  hard  to  bear. 

To  follow  Philippus,  ta  abide  with  bim  as  a  sister,  would  not 
do  at  all.    It  Struck  ber  as  aometbing  not  to  be  tbougbt  of — 

wonderfully  incongruous. 

Amid  all  Lhese  reflections  slie  listeiied  for  tlie  j)atient^sbroatli- 
ing,  and  treated  her  as  the  jihysician  had  directed.  She  longcd 
for  his  return;  but  instead  ol  him  the  nun  sbepped  up  to  the 
bed,  laid  her  band  on  the  patient's  brow,  feit  her  pulse,  and 
whispered  adeclioiiaLely  to  her,  wiLliout  paym^  an^  aLteuLiou 
to  Paula: 

**  Bigbt  Bo,  chÜd,  only  sieep,  sieep  on  nioelyl  How  sweetly 
she  lene;  if  it  would  only  stay  eol  Her  head  bas  Rotten 
cooler.   Certainly  Philippus  would  hardly  call  tbat  feverl  God 

be  tlianked!    The  worst  danger  is  past! 

**  Oh,  how  dclif^htcd  T  am',  cried  tlio  girl;  and  these  words 
expressed  so  mach  sinrority  and  warmth  that  the  nun  nodded 
at  ner  approviiigly,  aud  heuceforth  was  well  pleased  to  commit 
the  Sick  into  her  hands. 

Paula  had  not  feit  so  happy  for  a  long  while.  It  Struck  her 
tliat  her  presönce  had  had  a  good  eilect  upou  the  patieiit,  as  if 
Mandana  had  reacbed  the  tbreahold  of  a  new  life  through  her 
brief  nnrsmg.  Paula,  wbo  a  short  time  before  bad  deemed 
herseif  a  being  pcrsecuted  by  destiny,  breathed  f reely  in  the 
thonght  that  she  too  could  cause  happiness.  Cheerfiuly,  and 
"with  true  tenderness,  she  looked  into  the  more  tlian  pretty  face 
of  Mandana,  adjusted  the  bandage,  whicli  had  been  somewhat 
disarrangcd,  so  that  it  concealed  her  niutilated  ear8>  and 
breathwl  a  soft  kiss  upon  her  lou^,  silken  eyelashes. 

The  intelligent  nun  began  to  hke  the  Damascene  more  and 
more,  and  when  her  liour  for  pi  ayers  returned  she  included  in 
them  l'aula,  the  orphan  in  a  stränge  houöe,  who,  through 
Ood's  unsearchable  wisdom,  had  been  Dorn  a  Greek,  outslde  of 
her  own  saving  faith. 

At  last  Philippus  cameback,  rejoieed  m  bis  new  friend's  more 
cheerful  exterior,  and  oonfirmed  the  Impression  that  Mandana 
had  witlistood  the  first,  most  imminent  danger,  and  had  erery 
prospect  of  slow  but  sure  recovery. 

After  Paula  had  renewod  the  bandage,  which  he  purposely 
allnwcd  her  to  arrange  uuaided,  hesaid,  encouragin^ly:  *  IIow 
quiek ly  von  have  learned  to  nurse!  There,  the  girl  is  aslecp 
agaiii  already;  the  sister  will  wateh  by  her,  and,  for  the  pres- 
tiut,  we  can  render  our  patieuL  no  l'ur liier  asnistanee,  for 
slumber  is  the  best  diet  in  the  world  for  her.  With  us  it  is 
diffexent,  at  least  with  me  it  j&  We  bare  two  hours  jet  to 
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"Hrait  before  d inner;  my  break&töt  is  over  yonder  still  un- 
iouched,  and  it  has  bcen  tlie  same  case  with  yours.  Be  my 
gucst  thenl  They  aiways  send  me  enough  to  satisfy  eäx  wood- 

ßawers. " 

This  propositiüii  was  acceplable  to  Paula;  for  sho  hn>.]  loncr 
been  feeling  tho  pangs  of  hrmgiT.  The  mm  was  (  onimiö^iüucd 
to  fetch  quickly  a  few  morü  plates;  thcro  was  iio  lack  of 
glasses,  and  so  the  two  uew  frieiids  were  soou  brcakiasting 
opposite  one  another^  each  at  bis  or  her  own  table. 

He  carved  the  dack  and  broiled  quails^  set  before  her  the 
aalad  and  smokin^  articbokes,  which  the  nun  had  bronght  up, 
afc  the  desire  of  the  cook^  whose  only  little  boy  had  been  saved 
by  the  doctor,  drew  her  attention  to  the  little  patties^  fruits 
and  cakos  that  wcre  there  besides,  played  cupbearer,  and  while 
they  eat  and  drauk  with  relkh^  they  engaged  m  a  hvely  con- 
versation. 

Paula  informed  licrself  to-day,  for  thu  first  lime,  about  the 
Cffcumütancea  of  Plulij>})us\s  yoiith,  and  Lo  be^an  with  an  ac- 
count  of  bis  prcsent  liie,  passed  iii  the  compamonsliip  ol  Liiat 
wonderful  old  servant  of  Isis,  and  philosopher^  Horus  Apollo, 
depictedhkperseTering  activity  by  day,  and  his  silent  studymg 
by  night^  m  such  a  mverting  f ashion  that  she  often  haa  to 
laugh  alond.  Soon,  howevei*,  ho  grcw  nielanclioly  as  he  told 
her  how  early  he  had  lost  father  and  mother,  and  had  been 
thrown  lipon  his  own  resources,  save  a  paltry  propcrty  inherited, 
withoiit  reiations — for  his  father  had  been  a  grainmarian  called 
to  Atliens  from  Alexaudria — he  cont'ronted.  the  necessity  of 
carving  for  himself  a  path  through  lifö,  that  stretehed  out  be- 
fore him  hke  a  tanglcd  papyrus — or  reed-thicket.  Every  hour 
of  Ida  existence  was  filled  with  work,  and  it  is  uever  easy  to 
find  Patrons  for  a  great  u^ly  Goliath  like  himsell  In  the  high 
flchools  of  Alexandria,  A&ens  and  OsBsarea  he  had  supportod 
himself  by  teaching  and  tlie  preparation  of  medicmes  from 
plants  sought  out  by  himself,  dieting  himself,  mcan while  on 
water  instead  of  wine,  on  bread  and  fruits  instcad  of  quails  and 
atties,  and  neverthcloss  made  many  a  friend  of  Iiis  own  sex, 
ut  never  one  ol  the  other.  That  would  be  hard  to  do  with  a 
face  liko  his." 

**  Can  I  be  the  first  thcii?"  askcd  Pauhi,  who  feltaprofoimd 
respect  for  the  man  who  hiid  worked  bis  way  up  to  tlie  dintin- 

Suißhed  Position  which  he  hiid  long  since  held,  not  only  in 
[emphis^  but  among  all  the  physicians  of  Egypt. 
He  nodded  in  the  affirmative,  and  vnÜL  a  smile  so  rapturoua 
tliat  it  seemed  to  dart  sunshine  into  her  very  soul. 
He  noticed  this  immediately,  lifted  his  bc»ker,  drank  to  herj 
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«id  exdaimed,  with  glowing  t  heeks:  "What  has  come  to 
others  early,  liave  T  won  latcr,  but,  to  make  up  for  it,  my 
lady  friend  is  an  inromparable  one." 

**  T  hope,  at  Icast,  that  she  does  not  prove  hcrself  to  be  quite 
80  bad  as  you  depicted  her  just  now.  Ii  onlj  a  speedy  end  is 
not  soon  put  to  oiir  compact!*' 

llow  bo?"  cried  tliu  burgeou.  Every  drop  in  these 
Tema — " 

Would  you  be  ready  to  shed  in  my  behalf/'  interposed 
Paula,  with  a  pathetic  gcsture,  caught  f  rem  the  first  tragedian 

on  the  Dama^^cius  stage.  "  But  never  mind;  the  question  does 
not  involve  iife  and  death,  at  most  they  will  drive  me  away 
from  this  house  and  Memphis. " 

"You!'*  cried  Philippus,  indignantly.  "Who  durst  at- 
tempt  such  a  thiiig?** 

Those  to  whoHi  I  have  been  so  extremely  distant.  You 
described  the  state  of  the  case  excellently  just  now.  And  if 
their  will  is  carried  out  then,  niy  dear,  new  Inend,  it  wiii  iarö 
with  US  as  with  the  leamed  Dionysius  of  Cirrene. 

"  Of  C^rene?*' 

"  Yes,  indeed.  My  father  told  me  the  8t6ry.  When  this 
Dionysius  sent  his  son  off  to  the  High  School  at  Athens,  he  sat 
himself  down  and  be.£;aii  to  write  a  book  for  him  concenung  aU 
that  a  university  Student  ought  to  do  and  forbear  doing.  He 
devotod  hiniscU"  to  this  hibor  with  all  zeal,  and  aftcr  four  years 
Were  .a:ono,  just  as  he  was  writing  down  at  the  end  of  tlie  last 
ßhect  ui*  llie  roll,  *  So  then  thi8  book  has  come  to  a  ha})py  coii- 
clusion/  the  youn^  man  whose  studies  this  work  was  designed 
tojguide,  returned  to  Cyrene  a  finished  scholar.'' 

And  so  we  had  dosed  our  bond  of  friendship — '*  * 

"  And  made  everything  ready  for  our  future  alliance,  just 
to  be  sundered  very  speedily/' 

Here  Philippus  rapped  violently  on  the  little  table  before  Iiis 
couch  and  cxclaimed:  ''I'll  knowhowto  hinder  that!  But 
plonso  confido  in  me:  what  has  again  come  in  between  you  and 
those  people  down  there?" 

\'ou  will  learn  it  linie  enough.^* 

**  And  whoever  tliinks  that  they  can  turn  you  out  of  doors, 
and  at  the  yanic  time  put  an  end  to  our  friendship,  may  turn 
out  to  have  made  a  misLake!"  cried  the  surgeon,  and  Iiis  eyes 
began  to  sparkle  angrily.  ''I  have  a  right  to  put  in  a  word 
about  what  goes  on  in  this  house^  and  we  haye  not  reached  that 
point  yet,  indeed  never  shalL  You  are  to  leave  them,  to  be 
sure!  But  onlyof  your  own  freewill>  and  holding  a  higlr 
head — " 
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Here  the  door  of  ihe  fifst  dck-chamber  was  quickly  opcned^ 
and  the  next  ininute  Orion  sto  .  l  In  tlie  ante-room  looking  in 
cold  astoniahmeut  at  tlic  pair  who  Iiad  shortly  bofore  finuäed 
their  me&l^  and  he  said,  moodüj:  L  eee  that  I  am  intrad« 
ing." 

Not  at  all,''' answertnl  tlio  surgeoii;  but  Ü\v  yoiuifr  man 
perceived  that  it  woiild  be  out  of  taste  and  lackiug  in  tuet  to 
give  vent  to  his  jculous  annoynnce,  and  answered,  smilingly: 

**  Wüuld  that  I  had  bcen  aliowcd  to  make  a  third  at  this 
Symposium!" 

We  were  perfecÜywell  satisfiedwith  one  anothcr/''  replied 
the  snrgeon. 

"  Blessedness  wonld  be  assured  to  liim  Avho  could  beliove  as 
easily  in  all  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  as  in  that  assertion/' 
lauglied  Orion.  I  am  no  marplot  nsnally,  honored  friends; 
bnt  this  time  I  am  trnly  sorry  to  havu  to  be  a  distiirber  of  the 
pcaee.  Tlio  ailiür  in  question  — and  ri'iw  it  was  airaiu  ad- 
inissil)lo  for  liim  to  drop  tlie  sjiortivL'  lone  was  in  sucli 

ill-keeping  with  his  muod — the  C|ueöiiun  t'oinerns  a  matter  of 
importance.  In  the  first  place,  it  concerns  your  freedman, 
my  dear  friend.*' 

Is  Hiram  back?^'  asked  Paula^  conscious  at  the  same  time 
lihat  die  tumed  pale. 

They  havo  bronght  him  in/'  answered  Orion.  "  Father  has 
had  the  judges  summoned.  Justice  is  fleet-footed  among  us, 
I  am  sorry  for  that  man,  but  I  can  not  hinder  the  law  from 
taking  its  course.  I  miist  beg  of  von  to  be  present  at  the  hear- 
ing  01  the  ciisc,  if  you  arc  summoned.  '* 

°'  They  shail  leam  the  whoie  truth,''  repüed  Paula,  firmly 
and  soverely. 

**  Of  course,''  answered  Orion.  Then  he  turned  to  the  sur- 
geon:  "You,  esteemed  iEsculapius,  I  mnst  rennest  to  leave 
my  consin  and  myself  alone.  Jt  have  some  advice  to  give  her 
that  will  assnredly  be  of  advantage  to  her,** 

Philippus  looked  inquiringly  at  his  friend,  but  ehe  answered 
aloud  and  with  decision:  I  have  no  seciet  from  you;  what  I 
am  to  hear  may  be  said  in  this  man's  presence,  too." 

Hereupon  Orion  shrugged  bis  slioulders  aiul  tunied  to  go 
away;  bnf  ere  lie  reached  the  threshold  he  wliirled  around  and 
exclaimc'd  exeitedly  and  fiill  nf  real  .-olit  it ude: 

**  If  you  will  not  li.sten  lo  nie  l'or  }uür  own  sake,  then  do  so, 
however  ili-diiposcd  you  arc  toward  nie,  because  I  entreat  you 
not  to  deny  me  this  favor.  The  question  involvcs  the  life  of 
one  man  and  Ihe  happiness,  the  peace  of  niind  of  anotber«  Do 
not  say  no.   I  am  asking  for  nothing  unreasonable,  Philippus! 
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Gratify  niy  desire,  and  leave  us  alone  for  a  few  minutcs, 

Plüüpjpuö!" 

Agam  the  eyes  of  the  surgeon  scarched  those  of  the  young 
lady^  and  this  iame  she  replied:  *^  GoV*  and  her  friend  im- 
medktdy  wiihdrew. 

Then  Orion  closcd  the  door  and  cried,  with  eagemess: 
What  have  I  done  to  you,  Paula^  ih&t,  since  yesterday  yon 
haye  shunned  me  aa  though  I  vere  a  leper^  and  seem  bent  upon 
effecting  my  min?'* 

"  I  am  only  thinking  of  iiiterposing  to  savo  a  trusty  servant, 
nothing  moro,"  retunu-d  she,  ciiimiy. 

**  At  tlie  risk  of  ruiniiig  nie?''  answered  Orion,  bitterly. 
At  that  risk,  if  you  eaii  liavo  the  accursed  elf rontery  to  lay 
your  own  crime  upon  thut  honest  man.  '* 

"  You  spied  upon  me  last  night!'* 
Aoddent  alone  caused  me  to  see  you  come  forth  from  the 
iahlinum — " 

**  I  do  not  ask  what  carried  you  there  at  that  late  hour,"  in- 
terposed  the  young  man,  foritrevolts  me  to  beheve  anything 
of  you  but  the  best,  the  highest.  But  you?  What  eise  have 
you  received  at  my  hands  but  friendsliip — nay,  to  dissemble 
and  hide  it  here  were  folly — ^what  but  tho  atteutious  of  a 
lover — 

**  A  lover?'*  intcrposed  Paula,  indignantly.  Dare  you  to 
say  lüver;  you_,  who  liüVc  pledged  liand  und  heart  to  another; 
you,  who — " 

Who  told  you  that?''  asked  Orion^  in  a  hoüow  tone. 
"  Your  own  mother." 

**  Ah,  that  is  it  then!*'  cried  the  young  man,  elasping  his 
hands  together  couvidsively.  Xow  1  mid erstand  for  the  first 
time.  I  comprehend.  But  stop!  If  tliat  is  what  provokes 
you  to  liatred,  and  leads  von  to  persecute  me,  then  you  must 
love  me,  Paula;  and  then  von  high-souled,  only  being — " 

So  saying  he  ^^treiehed  out  Iiis  band  to  her,  but  she  repolled 
it,  and  exclaimed,  in  tremb iiiig  aecents: 

**  You  are  mistakcn!  I  am  not  one  of  tliose  feeble  lambs 
against  whom  you  liavo  misuscd  your  gifts  and  graces,  whilo 
they  retumed  to  kiss  your  hands.  I  am  the  daughter  of 
Thomas,  and  should  the  bridegroom  of  another  sue  for  my 
faTor  on  the  way  to  his  wodding  he  will  leam  to  his  hurt  that 
there  are  women  who  will  repel  his  di^graceful  overturcs  and 
know  how  to  punish  the  insult  offered.  Be  off  to  your  judgesl 
You  false  accuser,  call  my  Hiram,  Imt  I  call  you — you  tlit^  Fon 
of  this  house — ^the  thiel.    We  shail  see  whom  they  will  bQ« 
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**  Me!*'  aiiswcr«'d  Orion,  and  Ins  eyus  began  to  flasli  no  less 
indignautlv  und  meuaciugly  äiaa  hers.  Me^  the  son  of  the 
Mukaukas!  Oh,  thatyouwere  not  a  vornan!  Iwonldforce 
you  to  your  knees,  and  compel  you  to  sue  for  my  foigiTenessI 
How  dtire  von  to  point  the  finger  of  scorn  at  a  man  whoee 
record  has  hitherto  been  as  pure  and  epotless  as  your  white 
garment,  just  as  if  lie  were  a  villain  of  common  mold?  Yes, 
I  did  iro  iiito  tho  fahlhntm.  T  eut  tlieemerald  off  the  tapcstry, 
but  it  w;is  doiR!  in  wanton  mood,  and  with  tho  coiisciousness  of 
my  father'rf  property  being  my  own.  Thon  I  Illing  away  the 
stone  to  j)lease  a  stränge  fanny,  a  pasöins:  whim.  Cursed  be 
the  lioiir  when  this  was  doue,  not  for  thu  deed  itself,  but  for 
the  consequences  that  may  follow  it  through  your  mad  hatred. 
Jealousy,  pctty,  unworthy  jealousy  it  is  tiiat  has  inspired  itl 
And  against  whom  is  it  dlrected?^ 

"  Against  no  one,  not  cven  your  bctrothcd  Oatharine,''  re- 
plied  raula,  with  foroed  tranquiUity.  ^'  What  are  you  to  me, 
thiif  in  Order  to  spare  you  a  humiliation,  I  should  imjx^ril  tho 
lifo  of  the  most  honest  of  men?  Let  the  matter  rest  aa  it 
Stands;  let  the  judgcs  decide. " 

***No,  they  shall  not!'*  burst  forth  Onou  anew,  at  luast 
not  in  tlie  way  that  you  mean !  Take  heed,  take  lieed  of  driv- 
ing  nie  tu  cxLremity  !  Still  I  behold  in  you  the  womaii  that  1 
loved,  still  propose  to  do  everytliing  in  my  power,  that  all  may 
tum  out  for  the  best  for  you — " 

"  For  me?  Then  am  I  too  destined  to  pay  the  penalty  for 
your  crime?" 

"  Did  you  hear  any  barking  just  now?'^ 
I  heard  the  yelpiiig  of  hounds.'' 

'*  Well,  then,  the  freidman  has  been  brought  in,  the  pack 
had  followed  out  their  trail  successfnlly,  come  up  with  him, 
and  were  iiow  led  into  tho  house  and  the  neiglibornood  of  the 
tahiiimnif  anu  the  dogs  would  not  builge  from  the  threshold, 
aud  the  people  afterward  fouud  thore,  at  the  right  band  cor- 
ner  of  the  white  marble  threshold,  the  tracks  of  a  man's  foot  in 
the  dust  It  was  singularly  shaped^  and  instead  of  five  toes 
there  were  only  three  to  be  discovered.  Tour  Hiram  was 
brought,  and  he  was  found  to  have  just  as  many  toes  as  there 
were  impressions  on  the  marble — no  more,  no  less.  A  stallion 
trod  on  him  in  your  father's  stable,  and  the  suigeon  had  to 
amputate  two  of  his  toes.  This  was  wormcd  out  of  the  stanv* 
merer  with  great  diffi<Milfy.  On  the  otber  side  of  the  throsh* 
cid  was  a  smaller  foot-priiii  ,  but  lif  tlc  nrtontioji  as  the  dogs 
paid  to  it,  I  noticed  it,  and  was  surc — yuu  iieed  not  to  be  in- 
i'ormed — that  it  had  beeu  you  who  stood  there.    Uo  who  has 


Digitized  by  Google 


120 


THK  jmiDE   OF  THE  NILE. 


no  right  to  enter  this  houBe,  pcnctrated  last  night  into  our 
UiUinuWy  Our  treasuie-chamber.  Pat  yourself  in  the  place  of 
the  judges!  How  heavily  must  such  facta  veigh  in  the  balaiice, 

as  opposed  to  the  more  word  of  a  young  lady,  concerning 
whom  everybody  knows  tliat  she  and  my  mnthcr  aic  not  upon 
good  terms,  and  that  with  her  all  must  beud  to  rescue  her 
ßervant.  '* 

Contomptible!"  crkd  Paula.  "  But  Iiiram  did  not  stcal 
thc  stoue,  aiid  you  know  j^erf ectlv  who  did.  The  emerald  liiat 
jie  sold  was  my  propcrty,  uad  tnese  stones  reaUy  look  so  pre- 
dselyalike  that  the  desder  himself^'^ 

YeSy  yesl  he  could  not  distinguish  them.  There  must  be 
wicked  demons  taking  part  in  all  this,  devilish,  mischievous 
spritesl  There  miglit  be  a  Stagnation  ot  the  intellect,  if  life 
were  not  so  füll  of  wonders.  You  yourself  are  the  greatest 
onc!  Did  you  commission  thc  Syrian  to  soll  that  emerald  in 
Order  to  lloe  from  tiiis  liou.so  witli  iis  proeecds?  You  are 
silent.  Thcii  I  have  hit  the  right  mark.  Wliat  can  my  father 
be  to  von?  You  do  not  lovc  mv  niother,  and  their  son — Paula, 
Paula,  purliaps  you  do  Uiui  itijikitiee!  You  liaLc  iunij  lo  inj  uro 
him  is  your  delight;*'  % 
**  I  erieve  to  pam  either  you  or  anybody  eise, "  ansvered  the 
drl,  and  yonr  supposition  is  false.  Yonr  father  lefuses  me 
Sie  means  for  seeking  mine — ^* 

"  And  you  wanted  to  procare  money  m  order  to  prosecute  a 
further  search  aftcr  onc  long  sincc  deceascd.  Even  motlier 
grants  that  you  love  truth^,  and  slic  is  ridit,  licncc  if  indood 
you  do  not  rejoice  in  my  deatruction,  then  listen,  follow  niy 
ad  vice  aud  graut  my  requestl  I  do  not  ask  for  auygreat 
thing. " 

Say  on  then.*' 

Do  you  know  what  honor  is  to  a  man?  Need  I  say  that  I 
am  a  lost,  despised  man  if  I  am  oondemned  by  the  judges  of 
our  own  house  on  account  of  this  act  of  brainless  levity?  It 
may  cost  my  father  his  life  if  he  leams  that '  Guilty  ^  has  been 
pronounced  over  me,  and  I — — what  would  become  of  mc  if 
this  should  happen?  I  can  not  contemplate — I — God — God 
savc  me  from  madness!  But  peacc — peace.  Time  prcsscs. 
liow  dilTerentiy  »«tauds  tlie  case  with  your  survant;  he  seems 
eyen  now  ready  to  tako  thc  crime  upou  himsc^lf ;  for  no  matter 
how  they  catechise  him  he  maiiitains  silcnce.  Do  you  the 
same,  and  bring  out  into  hold  rclief  thc  rclaiion  in  wliicli  you 
stood  to  thc  Syrian  last  night.  Thc  dogs,  you  know,  found 
the  print  of  his  footsteps  ui^on  your  stairs.  Then  give  utter- 
ance  to  the  oonjecture  that  the  £»ithf ul  man  }m  taken  poese«' 
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sion  of  the  emerald  in  orcler  to  gratify  yonr  desire  that  the 
quest  f or  your  f ather  sliould  continuc.  Can  you  make  iip  j'our 
mind  ta  offer  fhis  heavy  Bacrifice — oh,  that  I  rnust  asK  it! — 
then  I  svear  to  you  by  afl  that  I  hold  sacred,  yoiirself  and 
mTfather's  head,  that  in  tkree  days  at  latest  IwiU  have  Hiram 
leleaaed  from  prißon,  unbeaten  and  untortured,  aiid  myaelf 
open  np  a  way  for  him  to  flee  whitheisoevcr  bo  cbooses,  or,  it 
you  likc,  f  o  -so  in  qiiesfc  of  your  dcad —  Be  silent,  keep  yonr- 
self  calmly  iix  tbe  background;  ihm  is  all  fliat  I  ask,  and  I  b(> 
liove  you  do  not  doubt  but  tbat  I  will  kecp  my  word,  do  you?'*' 

Witk  decp  emotion  fIio  liad  listcned  to  liim.  She  l'cit  ])ily, 
great  pity  for  iiini,  lus  ho  stood  thrre  bofore  bcr,  tortured  by 
inward  paiii,  an  evil-doer,  wbo  could  not  yt^it  take  in  Uio  Situa- 
tion, and  vho  bmlt  upon  the  oonMence  that  yesterday  be  had 
heen  jusfeified  in  demanding  of  all  the  world.  like  a  magnifi- 
cent  tiee  Struck  by  llghtnin?,  and  that  tottering  now,  irith 
doven  trunk,  must;  fall  to  the  ground  in  tbe  first  storm  that 
comes  if  tbo  gardener  does  not  prop  it  np,  be  stood  bofore  ber, 
and  of  all  things  in  tbe  world,  sbe  would  bave  Iova d  to  forget 
tlio  inj  u lies  tbat  be  bad  doneber,  andgrasp  bis  band  alfcction- 
ately  and  sympathctically;  but  bor  deeply  wounded  pride 
helpc'd  her  to  preF^orve  tbe  cool,  rcserved  demeanor  which  so 
far  sbe  bad  ])een  a])le  to  maintain. 

Slowly  and  Hedately  sbe  consenled  to  be  öileut,  so  long  as  he 
kept  bis  promise.  LefiS  for  bis  sake  than  his  fatber's  sbe 
would  make  herseif  bis  acoomplice;  at  tbe  Baai<rtime  it  was  idl 
Over  between  them,  and  she  would  bless  tbe  hour  which  should 
separate  her  forever  from  him  and  his. 

The  last  part  of  her  discourse  sounded  unspeakably  barsh 
and  repellent,  and  slie  was  conipelled  to  make  use  of  tliis  tone 
to  keep  from  betraying  bow  deeply  sbe  feit  bis  misfortune  and 
tbe  extinction  <>f  tlie  sunshino  in  Iiis  beiTi<r»  wbicb  bad  once  so 
deligbtfuUy  warmcd  ber  own  beart;  but  Ivr  words  struck  In'ni 
as  frigid,  exprcssing  unutterable  contempt  and  tbe  resentment 
of  a  foe.  With  dilticulty  he  restruined  liimself  from  breaking 
out  again  into  passionate  invective.  Tie  was  almost  sorry  that 
he  had  confided  bis  secret  to  her,  and  asked  a  favor  of  her,  in- 
stead  of  letting  things  rmi  their  course,  and  if  the  worst  came 
to  tbe  worst,  drag  her  down  with  himself  to  ruin.  Rather 
would  be  lose  bonor  and  repose  of  mind  than  liumble  himself 
again  before  this  pitiless,  cold-bcarteil  foe.  At  this  minute  he 
actualiy  bated  her,  and  he  would  bave  likcd  to  be  free  to  do 
battle  with  her  lo  break  her  S2)irit,  and  wee  her  conquered, 
pleading  for  merey  at  bis  feet.  AVith  heaviiig  ehest,  glowing 
cheeks  and  suppressed  voioe,  he  wound  up  witii; 


m 


**  Separation  f rom  you  is  the  best  thing  for  us  all.  Be  pre- 
pared;  you  will  soon  bc  simimoned  bcfore  the  judges.'* 

Well/'  ran  her  answer,  I  shall  keep  silence,  but  you 
muöt  gee  to  the  Syriau's  safety.    I  liave  your  vvoixl. 

And  so  long  as  you  reniain  iruc  to  yours  I  shall  keep  it; 
eise/'  conlinued  he,  with  lips  trcmbiing  Xrom  exciUiineut, 
eise  war  to  the  knife!" 
To  the  knife!"  echoed  she,  with  sparkliiig  e}^    "  But 
one  thing  more!  I  have  proofB  that  tue  emerald  vhich  jou 


"  So  mach  the  better  for  you,*  answered  he,  iii  hollow 
tones.  Woe  to  us  botli  if  you  forcc  me  to  forget  that  you 
«re  a  womaur^   So  saying,  with  rapid  steps  he  left  the  halL 


m  WHICH  LOYE  WEAR8  THB  GÜI8E  OF  HATE. 

With  clinched  fist  and  loweriug  loobs  Orion  descended  the 
Btairs.   His  heart  swelled  nigh  to  bursting. 
What  had  he  done>  what  had  he  come  to?  That  a  woman 

should  dare  to  meet  him  thus,  a  woman  whom  he  had  honored 

by  hiß  love,  the  fairest  and  noblest  of  her  sex,  bnt  at  the  samo 
tune  the  haughtiest,  most  revengeful,  most  hateful!  He  had 
oncc  rejul  this  saying:  **  AVhoever  has  committed  a  base  action 
that  only  one  otlu»r  yierson  knows  about  earries  the  death-sen- 
tence  of  his  tnuiquillity  in  the  fokls  of  his  rohe/'  He  lelt  the 
weight  of  this  senlcm  o,  and  that  one  other  initiated  was 
Paula,  the  one  whom  of  all  oi  hers  he  would  have  vished  to  look 
up  to  Idm.  Yesterday  it  woiild  have  seemed  heaven  upon  earth 
to  hold  her  in  his  arms  and  he  permitted  to  call  her  his,  now 
he  feit  only  the  one  wish,  to  hnmble,  to  puniah  her.  And 
that  his  hands  were  ticd,  that  he  had  to  sue  for  pardon  from 
her  like  a  coiulcmned  criminall  It  was  not  to  be  taken  in, 
was  intolcrable.  But  she  should  learu  to  know  him !  He  had 
hitherto  glided  through  lifo  like  a  v.'liite  Fwan;  if  fliese  hours 
werc!  wreteluil,  if  this  woman  made  a  vulture  ol  him,  was  it 
not  Iiis  own  fault,  was  it  liors? 

Suoii  w(»ukl  it  be  proved  whic  h  was  the  ütrunger  of  the  twain. 
If  a  niuü  would  nianagü  a  woman  he  niust  cluustise  her,  though 
the  way  to  it  should  lead  thi-ough  crime  and  misery!  That 
the  physician  had  won  her  love  hc  did  not  fear,  for,  with  won- 
derful  assorance,  he  feit  that  in  spito  of  all  the  animosity  which 
she  had  manifested  toward  liim,  her  hcart  l)elonged  to  himself, 
and  himself  alone.      The  gold  piece  of  love^^'  said  he  to  him* 
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Belf,  Las  two  sides,  foncl  longing  and  bitter  hatred;  now  she 
shows  me  tlie  luttcr,  hnf  liow  dilferent  may  be  the  image  and 
BUporsrription  ori  the  coin  if  tliey  let  it  rbi^^:  heri',  however, 
there  is  bat  oue  iono,  and  that  is  heard  iu  her  most  mgulting 
words. 

At  the  family  mcal  he  had  Panla  excuscd,  *\nd  himself  tuok 
only  a  few  mouthf  uls,  becausc  the  judges  had  long  since  assem- 


The  right  to  pronounce  fientence  of  death  npon  cruninals 
had  been  yested  of  old  in  the  ancest*  )t  s  of  the  Mukaukas,  who 
had  beeil  mighty  princes,  and  they  had  oertainly  used  it  tmder 

the  Psaiiitikides,  whose  dommion  came  to  a  cruel  cndhig 
through  tlu'  IVM'sian  (^imbvsrH.  80  tlie  Miilvaiikas's  pal  neos  at 
Mempliisaiul  Lv<'()])olis  in  Upper  K^ypt  still  displaved  on  tlu'ir 
frontd  repri'si'iilatinns  of  tlic  asp,  that  adde-r  wIiohl*  bite  raiises 
the  most  sjH'cdy  of  dcatlis,  aud  St.  George  llic  di-air<"'n-killer, 
as  veuerablc  tiynibois  of  this  privile^e;  and  afterwurd  Jik^tinian, 
and  Quite  reuently  the  Emperor  lleraolius,  had  newly  con- 
finned  the  head  of  the  family  in  this  andent  prero^tiye  of 
pronoimcing  eentence  of  death.  upon  the  bondmen  of  his  honae- 
liold  and  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  oistricts  whicli  he  govemed  of 


been  placed  between  the  old  serpents  üi  order  to  roplace  the 
hcathcnisli  symbol  by  a  C'hristia]!  ono.  Earlier  the  knight 
liad  borne  tlie  head  of  a  sparrow-liaw  k.  tliat  to  pav,  of  tho 
güd  Horns,  who,  to  aven.iri'  Iiis  fatlu'r,  ovcrthrew  the  wit-kcd 
Seth  Typlion;  yct,  two  hiiiKlnd  years  before,  tlie  hiathen 
crocodilc-killer  hail  been  tiansiurmed  into  the  Christian  con- 
queror  of  tlie  dragon. 

After  tJie  con^nest  of  the  conntry  the  Arabians  had  forbome 
to  alter  the  ancient  laws  and  institntions,  and  so  it  had  fared 
with  Üioee  of  the  Mukatdcas. 

The  court  whichwas  summoned  to  take  cognizance  of  affairs 
among  membcrs  of  tho  household  consisted  of  the  higher 
officers  of  the  goYcrnor*s  mansion.  The  Miikankas  liimsclf 
acted  as  presidini^  judge,  and  Iiis  growii  soa  was  bis  iiatural 
eubstitutc.  Düring  Orion's  alisrnee  Liie  ehicf  of  the  exchequer, 
Kilus,  a  wise  and  discrcet  Egyptian,  had  frequently  taken  the 
place  of  his  invalid  niaster,  bnt  to-day  Orion  liad  beeu  com- 
missioned  to  takc  h\>:  place  and  preside  over  tlic  court. 

¥rom  the  dining-room  the  govemor's  son  hurried  to  his  fa- 
fher's  Chamber,  and  asked  him  for  his  ring^  as  a  token  of  the 
authority  which  he  had  transferred  to  him,  and  the  Mukaukaa 
viUinglyallowed  it  to  be  drawn  from  his  finger,  and  impressed 
it  upon  the  joong  man  that  imfünching  seveiity  was  to  be  ez- 


The  knight  George  had 
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erdsed.  Usually  he  was  iucliucd  to  mildness,  yet  death  was 
the  penalty  for  house-breakiug^  aud^  in  this  case^  no  oonadera- 
tion  was  to  be  ehown  on  accoxmt  of  the  Arabiau  merchant 

Orion,  mindfuL  of  bis  agreement  witli  Paula,  implored  Iiis  fa- 
ther  to  allow  bim  to  act  as  Iiis  own  judgment  shotdd  dictate. 
Tbe  old  Moslem  was  a  just  man  ,  wbo«  nnder  some  circuin- 
stances,  would  consent  to  a  niiltl  seiitence,  espccially  as  tlie 
criminal  was  not  rcally  a  member  of  tlieir  own  bousebold,  but 
in  the  Service  of  a  relation. 

The  Mukaukas  jiraised  his  son's  moderatioii  of  miud.  If 
bis  health  were  oiily  a  little  better  lie  would  givu  himself  tho 
pleasiirc  ol  aLLending  the  court'ö  öes^ion,  und  seemg  hiin,  for 
the  first  time,  discbarge  a  grave  duly  worthy  of  his  birth  and 
Station. 

Orion  kissed  his  father's  band  fervently^  and  with  a  melan- 
cboly  wave  of  Üie  band,  for  erery  commendatory  word  of  tbat 
beloved  parent  touched  him  deeply,  and  made  bim  feel 

poignant  rcgret  that  he  niust  enter  lipon  his  career  as  jiidge 
ihm,  recognizing  as  be  did  tbe  gravity  and  sacredness  of  tbe 

oöiee. 

Tendurly  dis])oscd,  absorbcd  in  thought,  and  dehberating 
how  best  to  save  ilkam  and  keep  Pallla^s  name  entirely  ont  oi 
the  aü'air,  he  repaired  to  the  court-room,  and  lound  bcloru  him 
the  nurse  Perpetua  in  lively  conversatLon  with  the  treasurer 
Nilus. 

Tbe  old  woman  was  beside  berself .  Throngb  tbe  clattering' 
of  tbe  looms  she  bad  heard  nothing  of  what  was  going  on  untu 
a  Short  time  before;  now  she  asseyerated  the  innocence  of  th» 
niiliappy  Hiram.  The  stone  which  he  had  sold  was  the  prop« 
erty  of  her  mi^tre??,  and  thank  Ond  proof  of  tbis  was  not  lack- 
ing;  the  setting  of  th('  cnuM  idd  was  sat'c  in  her  niistress's  trunk. 
She  had  bcen  fortunate  unough  to  be  able  to  spi  ak  witli  her, 
but  that  she,  the  daiighter  of  Thomas,  should  be  Huinmoned  to 
coiirt,  hkc  the  child  of  any  common  Citizen  or  ühive,  was  a 
thing  unheard  of — shamefiü! 

Here  Orion  harsbly  cnt  her  sbort,  and  oidered  the  old  partier 
to  take  her  directly  into  the  store-room  next  tbe  ioMinum, 
wherc  the  stuffs  were  kept  destined  for  tbe  use  of  tbe  bouse. 
hold^  and  there  she  wd<  to  be  hcld  in  custody  until  furtber 
Orders  were  given.  The  tone  in  which  this  command  was 
given  was  so  peremptory  that  even  the  mirse  ventured  no 
reply,  and  tlie  cliief  of  exchequer,  too,  ailöutiy  obeyed  bis  com- 
maiifl  tn  rejoin  the  otlicr  jndges. 

A.stonislii  d  aiid  dislurbcii,  Nilus  went  back  into  ih(M'our t- 
rooiu.    lle  had  ncver  before  sceu  bis  mastcr's  sou  in  that  aa* 
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pect!  Diirinj^  the  nnrso's  coiiiinunirntion  tlie  voins  uinm  Iiis 
youtlifiüly  smootli  forelnjiRl  liad  become  kuotted  and  swoUcn, 
aud  Iiis  nostrils  had  l)egim  to  quiver  with  a  quick,  convulsivo 
movement,  Iiis  öweet  voico  Lad  become  Lar^li  und  his  eye  had 
sparkled  portentonsly. 

Orion  was  alone  now^  and  gnasbed  Iiis  teeth  with  rage.  In 
spite  of  the  promise  giycii^  Paula  had  betrayed  him,  and  how 

Sitiful  was  tlio  womaiily  ciiiiiiiiig  with  which  ahe  had  done  so! 
leforc  the  judges^  glorious!  ücfore  thcm  she  could  aü'ord  to 
be  silent  now,  qiiite  composedly  quict,  iintil  tlie  closo  of  tho 
Session,  aftcr  her  nnrsc^  hör  sjiokoswoman,  hjid  confidod  to 
!N"ilus,  tlie  dcci)cist  :iud  sliarpcst  of  tho  wholo  College,  the  proofs 
which  testiHcd  in  lier  favor  Mud  a.i^uiiist  him.  Unheard  of, 
vile!  A  (iisf^racofid,  studiously  trickiöh  treasonl  But  shc  was 
not  at  her  goal  yet;  he  was  free  to  do  as  he  chosc,  and  parry 
that  mean  stroke  by  a  coimter  tbnist.  How  he  was  to  proceed 
had  become  clear  to  hIm  while  the  nnrse  was  talking,  but  con- 
science,  natural  disposition  andr  long  habit  held  him  back 
witliin  the  limits  of  the  right,  good  and  appropriate.  Xot 
only  had  he  never  before  done  anything  low  and  mean,  but  he 
had  never  seen  anybody  eise  commit  a  basc  action  with  coni- 
placency,  and  the  only  mcans  that  he  could  take  to  nnilify 
Panla's  treachery  wa« — he  could  not  deny  it — was  original  aud 
bold,  but  equally  alxMniiiablo  mnl  dihJsrracefiü. 

And  yet  hu  would  not  and  durst  not  bo  beaten  u\  this  strife. 
Time  was  pressing,  long  dehberation  was  not  possible  here, 
and  suddenly  there  came  OTer  him  a  fieroe,  wild  thirst  for  bat^ 
tle,  such  a  State  of  mind  as  possessed  him  on  the  day  for  racing 
in  the  droos,  when  he  droye  bis  own  span  of  horses  and  out- 
stripped  all  the  rest. 

S^orward,  then,  forward,  though  the  chariot  be  smashed,  the 
horses  killed  and  its  v/heeis  crushing  his  overthrown  com- 
panions  in  the  sand  of  the  arena !  Forward,  only  forward ! 

With  a  few  rapid  stcps  he  gained  the  little  room  of  the 
portier,  a  vigüant  old  man,  who  had  hold  bis  oüice  for  forty 
years-  Ho  had  before  that  bcon  a  ]oL'k>niiili,  aiid  now  it  was 
a  parL  of  liiö  duty  to  makc  tucli  iittlc  rcpairs  as  tlic  äini]>lcr 
domestic  Utensils  needed.  As  a  boy  Orion  had  been  a  pretl^ 
little  fellow,  attracting  every  heart,  and  was  a  favorite  with 
this  ^ood  man  also,  and  had  conceived  a  great  f ondness  for  stay- 
ing  m  his  shop,  and  leaming  from  him  how  to  ply  his  craft. 
Endowed  wrth  uncx>mmon  mechanical  skill,  he  had  been  ari 
apt  pupil  of  the  old  man,  and  had  progressed  far  enougli  to 
carve  prctty  little  boxes,  prayer-book  Covers  and  the  liko, 
embossing  them  with  metal,  which  served  for  birthday  gifts  to 


Digitizca  by  Google 


THE  BRIDE  OF  THE  KILE. 


Iiis  parents.  In  l^^ypt  birthdays  uro  colebrated  witli  ospccial 
honor?,  such  as  frasts,  RoasoTied  by  tlio  <,nving  aiid  irrciviiig  oi 
preseiits.  Orion  kiiew  how  to  niaiiage  all  tools,  and  iiow  hur- 
riedly  selected  such  as  he  thought  he  would  necd.  On  the 
window-seat  of  the  httie  shop  stood  a  bouquet  that  he  had  yes- 
terdajr  arranged  for  Paula,  and  amid  the  distractions  of  that 
dieafdmil  day  for^otten  to  deliver.  With  this  in  his  band  and 
tho  tools  hiclden  iii  his  bosom^  he  horried  upetairs. 

Forward,  only  forward!*'  cried  he  to  nimself,  as  he  pene- 
trated  into  Paula's  Chamber,  drew  the  inner  holt,  and  throw- 
ing  the  flowors  down,  knelt  before  her  trnnk.  Wcre  he  dis- 
covcrc  l  ,  tlioii  lie  had  gone  into  Paula's  room  to  give  her  that 
bunch  of  llowers. 

**  And  forward,  only  forrv^ard!"  tliought  he  continually,  as 
he  imf?crewed  the  hinges  on  which  the  hd  oi'  the  t  rinik  moved. 
Hia  Uauds  trcmbled,  bis  breath  camc  and  wcnt  quick ly,  but 
the  work  progressed  nerertheless.  This  mode  of  proceeding 
was  the  mht  one,  for  the  artistic  lock  on  the  ehest  conld  not 
be  openea  without  spoiling  it.  Now  he  lifted  up  the  lid,  and, 
as  though  aidcd  by  frienmy  Sprites,  at  his  first  diye  into  the 
trunk  ho  V)rought  forth  the  necklace  with  its  empty  setting. 
It  hung  to  the  curiously  wrought  Ornament;  to  whack  it  loose 
and  hidc  it  in  his  bosom  was  the  work  of  a  second. 

But  now  the  Imidest 'M'orward no  longer  availed.  Tins 
was  a  thef t  wheri  1  »y  he  had  robbed  of  sometliing  her  whom, 
if  she  had  only  consent  cd,  he  would  havo  be(^n  ready  to  over- 
whelm  with  all  llio  wcaltli  which  had  beou  so  buiicnibundantly 
bestowed  upon  himself  by  destiny.    No,  this — ^this — 

Here  a  vonderful  thonght  suddenly  darted  through  bis 
brain,  a  thought  that  for<^  a  smile  to  bis  Ups  despite  ^e 
frightful  seriousness  of  the  liour.  It  was  put  into  action  with- 
out delay,  and  thrusting  Iiis  band  deep  into  a  lower  pocket,  be 
brought  forlh  a  gern  that  he  wore  around  his  neck  by  a  golden 
chain.  Tliis  jcwel,  the  ma5?torpicco  of  a  grcat  Grcck  stone- 
cutter  of  ancient  heathen  days,  luid  been  given  to  him  by  his 
best  friend  in  Constantinopic,  in  return  for  a  span  of  four 
horses  that  had  pleased  him  partieularly,  and  in  fact  it 
posöcsöed  higher  valuo  thau  half  a  dozcu  noble  steeds. 

Like  a  person  possessed,  Orion  foUowod  the  wild  Impulse 
wbicb  had  seized  nim,  rejoicing  that  be  bad  at  band  so  oostly 
an  artide  to  hang  in  the  place  of  that  vretcbed  emptj  gold 
plate.  This  bad  been  done  by  mcrely  putting  ont  bis  band 
twice,  but  the  screwing  on  of  the  hinges  took  more  time,  for 
bis  fingers  trembled  violently,  and  tho  nearer  came  the  mo- 
ment  i^en  he  could  make  Paula  feel  his  superior  power,  the 
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quicker  bcat  las  piüses,  and  tlie  harder  it  became  for  liim  to 
compose  his  spirit  for  calm  dcliberation. 

After  he  liad  unbolted  the  door,  like  a  fhief  again  ho  had  to 
•  peep  out  into  the  long  passago  fronting  the  guest-ohambera, 
and  this  increaficd  his  cxcitemcnt  to  f ury  against  tlio  world  and 
fate,  most  espc  ( ially  against  her  who  had  foroed  him  thns  to 
demde  himeelf. 

The  chariotecr  liud  the  rems  and  goad  in  his  hand  now, 
Fonvard,  only  forward! 

As  onco  }3üi'orc,  whon  a  boy,  he  cluised  down-stairs,  boimding 
Over  threo  stairs  at  a  time,  and  npon  Iiis  meeting  in  tho  ante- 
chamber  the  Greek  governess,  Endoxia,  l)rin;::ing  her  refractory 
littlo  pupil,  Maria,  into  tho  housü,  Orion  threw  to  her  tlio 
huuch  Ol  flowers  that  he  had  again  picked  up,  and  without 
heeding  the  lan^oishin^  glance  with  which  the  elderly  yomig 
lady  acoompanied  her  uianksy  he  hurried  hack  into  the  gate- 
keeper's  cell,  and  there  speedilj  disposseflsed  himself  of  the 
good  man's  tools. 

A  few  minutes  afterward  he  entercd  the  conrt-room.  The 
trcasurer,  T^ilriFs,  pointed  ont  tohini  tlio  elovatcd  seat  Ticloricring 
to  bis  IVitlior  as  presiding  ollicer,  but  a  stroiig  fecling  of  t^hy- 
ness  hdd  Ii  im  Lack  from  the  occiipancy  of  this  seat  of  lioiior, 
and  with  glowing  face  and  brow  jsu  dark  and  lowering  tliat 
those  present  gazcd  upon  Lim  alfright^  and  astouished,  and 
with  quick,  energetic  Speech,  he  opened  the  session. 

He  jiaidlT  knew  himself  what  he  was  saving,  and  heard  his 
own  Speech  with  no  moie  distmctness  than  thongh  it  had  heen 
the  fa^ofi  roaring  of  tlie  sea,  bnt  layertheless  he  succeeded  in 
maldng  piain  what  1  lad  Iiappened.  He  ])oii  i  ted  out  to  the  j  udgcs 
the  stolen  jewel  and  the  recovered  tbiof ;  he  told  how  tbcy  had 
caugbt  bim,  declared  the  frcedman  of  Thomas's  daiigliterto  bo 
the  criminal,  and  clialli^iiged  bim  to  bring  forward  whatevcr 
ho  could  in  his  justißcation;  but  the  accused  onl  v  ammered 
out  painfully  that  he  was  innocent.  To  defend  bimself  was 
not  his  aü'air,  but  his  mistrcss  could  perhaps  produce  somo 
proof  in  his  favor. 

Herenpon  Orion  shook  the  tangled  curla  off  his  forehead, 
threw  his  head  hack  prondly,  and  said^  tnniinff  to  the  jud^es: 
SLe  is  a  noble  lady,  a  member  of  onr  fimmy;  we  keepner 
apart  from  this  disagreeable  a£Eair,  which  is  but  seemly.  Be- 
sides  her  nurse  has  made  Communications  to  Nilus  that  arö 
perhaps  fitted  to  Pavo  this  unhappy  man.  Wo  do  not  wish  to 
withliold  any  evideiicc,  but  you,  who  are  less  familiär  with  the 
circumstancea  existing,  must  kcfp  the  following  in  inind  to 
prevent  being  led  astray:  yon  accused  man  is  dear  to  her^  bo« 
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cause,  as  thc  sole  reiuiiiderü  Icft  her  of  tlic  old  homc,  bhc  is 
ßtrongly  attached  to  both  him  and  Perjjetua.  Fnrthermore, 
it  can  not  strike  either  y ouraelTes  or  me  with  wonder^  if  a  uoble- 
rninded  woman  like  her  yentures  to  take  upon  herself  Üie  guUt 
of  another  and  place  herseif  in  a  dubioiis  h'ght,  in  order  to 
ßave  a  servant  up  to  this  timc  faitlif ul  and  irusted.  Her  nurse 
is  at  band;  shall  we  citc  her,  or,  Kihis,  has  she  confided  to  you 
all  that  her  mistrcss  woiild  ?ay  in  defense  of  her  freedman?'^ 

**  Perpetua  did  make  nie  some  autlieiitic  Statements,  and 
you  wero  ineseni.,  t  oo,  m-,  if  I  mistake  not,  "  replietl  the  treas- 
urer;  but  I  cau  not  repeat  them  ßo  aeciaalely  as  slie  did; 
and  I  should  think,  therefore,  that  we  had  better  summon  the 
wonian  before  the  bar." 

**  Call  her  la,  then/'  oidered  Orion^  looking  far  away  be- 
yond  the  judges  into  vacant  spaoe. 

tJnapproacJiable  he  seemed,  and  sinister  in  mood. 

After  a  long  silenco  that  was  on  all  sides  painful^  the  old 
woman  appeared.  Certain  of  her  jnst  cause,  she  approached 
in  a  solf-confident  manner,  and,  at  first,  looked  askance  upon 
poor  Hiram,  because  he  had  kcpt  silcTit  m  long,  and  forthwith 
told  that  Paula,  in  ortler  to  procure  tlie  money  needful  to  prose- 
cute  Iii  l  ies  after  her  father,  had  had  a  costly  emerald  taken 
out  of  a  iiecklace  of  hers,  and  how  suspicion  had  fallen  upon 
her  countryinau  through  bis  having  been  commissioncd  to  seil 
this. 

The  nnrse'sezplanation seemed  todispose  mostof  thc  judges 
favorably  toward  the  accused;  but  Onon  did  not  allow  them 
time  to  interchange  opinions,  for  Perpetua  had  hardly  finished 
before  Orion  picked  up  the  emerald,  which  lay  on  the  table  be- 
fore him,  and  cried  out  excitedly,  nay  indignantly: 

'*  And  a  stonc,  which  even  he  wh<>  -'»Id  it,  one  of  the  great- 
cst  C()nii(>is:^enrs  in  jowels  known,  dcciarcd  was  the  one  ab- 
straeted  from  liie  tapcstry  and  üGlitary  of  its  kind,  is  suddenly 
to  have  found  its  cuuuLerpart  throuijb  a  niiraele  of  iiatiu'e,  is 
it?  Evil  spirits  do  carry  on  tlicir  pianks  öLili,  1  ^rant  you; 
but  hardly  in  this  Christian  honse.  You  knowthe  sifinificance 
that  nnrses'  tales  bear  in  onr  language,  and  what  üiat  nurse 
there  has  retailed  to  us  belongs  to  the  most  incredible  of  the 
species.  *  You  can  make  the  Jew  Apelles  beheve  that,^  said 
the  Koman  Iloraoo;'*  and  so  saying,  he  turned  to  the  jeweler, 
who  sat  on  the  witness  beneli,  '*  but  not  Iiis  brother  in  the 
faith,  Gamalicl,  and  still  It'.-.s  J,  who  see  through  tliis  tiasue. 
Tlie  noble  Tlionias's  dani::liit  r  demeans  hersejf  eiiough  to 
weave  it  with  the  help  of  yon  bkillful  weavcr,  and  to  unroll  it 
Mor^  US  in  Order  to  uiisguido  m  judges  aud  savo  her  faithlul 
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eervant  from  imprisonment:,  lal)or  in  thc  iiiines,  or  death.  So 
Stands  tlio  rase.  Am  1  mistaken^  womau^  or  do  yöu  persist  ux 
your  asst  i  ii*  »n?** 

The  Tun\sej  wlio  luid  hoped  to  iiüd  in  Orion  hermistresß's  ad- 
vocate,  iiad  foUowcd  Lds  discourse  with  waxing  horror.  l-iom 
his  ejes  flaahed  fioinetimes  mockeij,  then  agaiu  Tiolent  reeent« 
ment;  but  altbough  her  eyee  had  nlied  with  tears  at  this unex- 
pected  assault»  ahe  maintained  her  presence  of  mind  and  as- 
sured  him  tibat  now  as  ever  ehe  had  done  honor  to  trutb.  Tbe 
settiog  of  her  mistress's  emerald  would  provo  ihat. 

Hereupon  Orion  shrnggcd  Iiis  s^lionldcrs,  ordercd  the  nnrse 
to  siunmon  her  mistresa,  whosc  appeai-ance  in  porpon  had  now 
become  indispensable,  and  calkd  out  to  the  trc  asurer: 

Go  meet  her,  Kilus!  A  servant  mnst  ])riiig  the  trunk 
hero  in  order  that  it  may  be  opencd  b}  iu  ow  ik t  before  our 
eyes,  and  ere  any  one  cIüü  h-dn  touched  its  coniontä.  1  would 
not  snit  f or  thk  eraond^  f or  nobody  in  this  Jaoobitish  bouse — 
hardly  indeed  one  of  yourselyes— bas  fonnd  any  favor  in 
the  eyea  of  tbe  fair  Melchita  To  me^  alaa!  ahe  is  especially 
inimical;  and  so  I  must  commit  to  others  any  reffulationH  tliat 
might  lead  to  mismiderßtandings.  Conduct  herhither,  IS  ilua, 
of  course  with  all  the  respect  due  to  a  high-born  damsel/' 

As  soon  M>:  the  envoy  had  withdrawji,  Orion  bi  gcnn  to  pace 
the  coiu't-roüin  mth.  hasty,  disordered  steps.  Only  onco  did  be 
stand  still  before  the  judges  and  exciaim: 

**But  if  the  setting  is  fonnd,  liow  shali  wo  explain  the  ])res- 
enco  of  the  two  jewcLs,  cach  unique  of  its  kind?  It  euough. 
to  make  one  lose  patience!  A  tender-bearted  maiden  to  vent- 
ure to  nudead  a  grare  conrt  of  justice  to  benefit — berewith 
be  stamped  bis  foot  indignantly  and  continued  his  silent  walk. 

"He  is  bntanoyioc  as  yt't/'  thonght  the  judges,  who  no- 
ticed  his  great  uneasiness,  **  eise  how  could  he  let  such  a  fooliah 
attempt  to  whitewash  a  criminal  disturb  him  80>  and  lose  bis 
temp«'!*  nl)ont  a  thing  of  the  sort?'' 

Fiiialiy  Paula's  ajfpcaranco  put  an  ond  to  Orion's  promo- 
nade.  Ile  received  her  with  a  formal  bow,  and  invited  her  to 
bave  a  seai  Then  he  roqnestcd  Nilus  to  explain  to  her  what 
had  beeu  doue  ao  für  in  the  casc,  aud  what  luul  induced  her,  in 
tbe  opinion  of  himself  and  others^  to  claim  tbo  atolen  emetM 
for  her  own.  He  would,  as  much  as  posaible,  commit  her 
examination  to  others;  for  sbe  knew  best  on  what  teims  they 
itood.  Before  bis  entrance  intothe  ball  of  justice  ehe  bad  had 
her  explanation  of  the  theft  communicateil  to  tlie  treasurer, 
Nilus,  through  Perpetua;  but  for  his  part — and  here  he  raised 
bis  Toice — be  woold  imve  tbongbt  it  more  becoming  and  cousin« 
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ly  if  she  liad  confided  to  him,  Orion,  her  iiitentions  in  bcTkölf 
of  her  f  reedman,  f or  ihen  it  woidd  have  been  possible  to  v^nrn 
her.  Bat  to  act  thus  and  ignoie  him  ho  oould  but  oonsider  as 
a  new  proof  of  her  dislike,  and  ahe  must  blame  herself  f  or  the 
conBequenoes.  Now  the  law  masAi  take  its  conise  with  inexor- 
able  seveiity. 

The  angry  flashing  of  his  eyes  betrayed  to  her  what  she  had 
to  expcct  from  him,  and  that  war  was  doclarod  betwoon  tiiem. 
She  toid  herself  tliiit  ho  was  of  ()])iiiinTi  tliat  s-bo  ]ia<l  lirokcii 
the  promise  so  rocuutly  given  liini.  Ilowcver,  öhe  had  Dy  no 
means  commissioncd  Perpetua  to  niedtUe  with  this  alfair;  no, 
she  had  raLhcr  dcöired  her  to  leave  the  prodiiciiig  of  pruof  to 
herself  in  case  of  extremity.  Orion  must  believe  that  ahe  had 
vrouged  him;  bat  coold  he,  on  that  accoont^  so  far  formet 
himself  as  to  verify  his  threat,  ruin  an  innocent  man  m  order 


His  flaming  eye,  his  disordered  mien,  his  heaving  ehest,  do- 
clared  this  plainly  enough.  Then  let  the  battle  begin.  At 
this  minutc  she  wonld  rather  have  died  tlian  liavo  attempted 
to  conciliate  him  by  im  npology.  Like  him  lu-r  wholo  bring 
waa  in  fcrment;  and  by  and  by  she  woiüd  have  likud  to  throw 
herself  at  his  fin  t  aiul  iniploro  him  to  be  at  pcace  with  bor,  to 
abstain  from  furthur  deeds  of  rccklessness.  But  she  juaiu- 
tained  her  lofty  diguit^,  and  the  look  with  which  she  met 
Odon'fi  was  na  less  passionate  and  menacing  than  his. 

like  two  yoang  eagles,  who  with  fluffed  feathers  stand  op- 
poaito  one  another  ready  for  the  fray^  with  elevated  wings  and 
oatstretched  necks;  she,  assoied  of  victory  tliroagh  the  con- 
8ciousness  of  her  righteous  cause,  but  mach  more  fearful  for 
him  than  herself;  he,  almost  bhnd  to  his  own  danc^cr,  but  like 
a  gladiator  who  faces  his  deadly  foc  in  tlio  aroiia,  niuch  more 
iutent  u])on  destroying  him  than  dt  friiding  lifu  and  hmb. 

White  the  treasurer  was  laying  oil  beiure  her  wnat  she  already 
knew,  and  rejieating  the  suöpicion  that  she  had  allovved  herself 
to  be  betrayed  into  falsehood  in  order  to  savo  the  life  of  her 
serrant,  who  had  prohably  committed  the  robber^  for  Ioto  of 
his  lost  master,  she  looked  more  frequenÜy  at  Orion  than  the 
Speaker.  At  last  he  mentioned  the  ts:imk  brought  with  Paula 
fiom  her  Chamber,  and  annoimced  to  her  that  iho  Council  was 
ready  to  hear  and  test  ererything  that  she  hud  to  bring  f  or- 
ward  in  her  defense. 

l^ovv  Orion 's  excitcment  roacbcd  its  climax.  He  feit  how 
tlic  blood  vanished  from  his  cheeks,  and  how  confused  berame 
his  thoughtß.  The  jndges,  the  accused,  bis  enemy,  all  th(^  vn- 
virons  OX  that  vast  court-room  were,  for  him,  enveluped  with 


to  free  himself  from 


and  brand  her  as  a  false  witness? 
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whirling  ^eenish  mists.  What  he  sav  seemed  to  him  as  it 
Golored  a  bright  emerald  green.  The  hair,  the  f aoes,  the  fonns 
of  those  present,  all  shimmered  and  glittered  in  greenish  splen- 
dor;  but  when  Paula  advanced  toward  the  trunk  with  firm  and 
sure  step,  took  a  key  from  her  pocket,  handed  it  to  the  officer 
in  Charge,  and  then  as  her  sole  aus  wer  to  >Hilus*s  disronrse, 
and  as  if  this  wäre  too  much,  Baid,  with  (  «»ol  coHdcijceusion: 
"  Opeu  the  trank  again  he  beheld  her  glo.ssy  brown  hair, 
the  fiery  brillianco  of  her  blue  cyes,  the  "white  and  red  of  her 
cheekö,  the  white  robo  that  gracefuUy  infoldcd  her  splcudid 
figure,  and  her  triamphant  smile.  How  beautiful^  how  wdl 
Worth  wimiing  was  this  vornan  I  Soon  wonld  ehe  be  compeUed 
to  stoop  before  him;  bat  this  yictoiy  oyer  her  cost  him  all  that 
was  good  in  him,  pnre  or  worthy  of  his  father.  An  inner 
Toice  kept  lepeating  this  to  him,  but  it  was  drowned  with  the 
fiercc  forward  shout  of  the  cliariotecr.  Ycs,  still  push  on  tÜl 
the  goal  is  reached,  ou,  over  rubbish  and  stoncs,  tliroiigh 
blood  and  mire,  until  her  proud  neck  bends,  until  couquoiSd 
and  brokeu  m  spirit  she  ßues  Xor  mercy! 

Now  the  1kl  of  the  trunk  flew  open;  now  Paula  stooped; 
uow  she  held  her  necklace  out  to  the  judges,  catchiug  it  by  the 
two  ends,  and  displaying  it  at  fnll  length;  and  now — 

What  a  wofnl,  neart-rending  shriek  of  despairl  Eren  Orion 
himself  conld  neyer,  neyer  haye  wished  to  hear  the  like  a^ain; 
now  she  cast  her  omament  iipori  the  table,  and  with  the  ejacu- 
lation,  "  Shameful,  shameful,  infamousl'*  she  feil  back  ward, 
and  caught  fast  hold  of  her  faithful  Perpetua;  for  her  knccs 
were  trembhng,  and  fihe  feit  herseif  to  be  in  danger  of  falliug 
to  the  ground. 

Then  Orion  ruslied  forward  to  lend  her  snpport;  but  sho 
thrust  him  back,  at  tlie  same  time  withering  liini  with  a  look 
so  Xuii  ul  paiu,  scorii  aud  deep  contempt  that  lic  btüod  motion- 
less  before  her,  pressing  his  band  against  the  place  where  a 
heart  ahonld  haye  been.  And  this  ^ame,  which  was  to  be  so 
f ranght  with  woe  for  two  hnman  bemgs,  had  it  begnn  with  a 
smile?  This  fooFs  play,  in  which  a  sentence  of  death  lay  con- 
cealed,  to  what  a  horribie  issue  might  it  lead? 

Paula,  meanwhile,  had  sunk  upon  a  chair  speechless,  and 
he,  too,  lookod  down  as  though  stnpcficd,  nntil  a  pral  of  langh- 
ter  rang  fortli  from  the  rowof  spectator.s,  and  okl  Psanitilc,  tlio 
Commander  of  the  main  guard,  who  had  long  been  among  the 
judges,  exclaimed: 

Bless  my  lifel  but  that  is  a  costly  stonel  That  is  Cupid, 
the  heathen  God  of  Love,  with  his  winged  darling  Psyche  look- 
ing  him  sweetly  in  the  faca   Haye  you  not  read  that  fine 
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romance  of  Apuleius,  calied  tiie  *  Golden  Ass '?  Tliis  litf  le 
ßcene  comes  in  tliere.  Holy  Lucas!  How  finely  carved  it  is! 
The  noble  young  ladj  has  maclo  a  mistake  in  that  necklace. 
Eh,  GamaUel?  What  placo  could.  be  found  there  for  tliat 
thing  — and  so  saying  he  pointed  to  the  gern — "  that  green 
pigeon's  egg?'* 

"None  at  all,"  answered  the  Jew.  "The  noble  young 
lady— 

Here  Orion  iniperatively  commanded  süence,  aud  the  treas- 
nier  Kflus  now  took  the  eem  into  his  hand^  and  ezamined  it 
attentiTelj  on  all  sides.  Then  he,  the  grave,  just  man,  stepped 
Up  to  her,  shmgged  his  Shoulders  regretfully,  and  asked  her  if 
aihe  could  find  another  necklace  in  the  trunk  vith  the  setting 
of  which  she  had  spoken. 

Then  cold  chills  ran  over  her;  for  what  had  happened  her© 
was  like  a  miracle.  But  no!  With  this  stroke  no  higher 
powcrs  h'dd  liiid  auglit  to  do.  Orion  belioved  that  she  had 
brokcn  lier  pi'omise  to  consider  }nm  and  bc  BÜent,  and  this, 
tliiö  was  his  revenge.  By  wliat  im  ans  lic  liiul  accomplished  his 
feil  piirpose,  that  was  tlie  riddlc.  Wliat  a  stroke I  It  had 
gone  liome.  But  shonld  she  submit  to  it  likc  a  paticnt  child? 
No,  a  lliousand  tmies  nol  And  suddenlj  her  old  power  of  rc- 
aiBtamce  xetomed  to  her;  hatred  steelecther  weakened  will,  and 
as  the  Imagination  had  plaoed  him  in  the  circns  in  the  midst  of 
the  race-conise,  so  it  seated  her  at  the  cheBS-board;  and  it 
seemed  to  her  as  though  she  were  contending  with  Kim  for  thö 
yictoiy^  but  not  as  with  his  father  for  Towers,  small  gif ts,  or 
the  mere  honor  of  winning,  but  for  a  very  different  stake — for 
death  or  life.  She  would  give  up  everythlng  to  get  the  better 
of  him;  and  yot — ^no,  let  come  what  wonld — not  everything. 
Bather  be  beaten  tban  accusc  him  of  the  theft,  than  betray 
what  slio  liad  cliaiiced  to  see  in  the  viridartnm.  She  had 
promised  to  be  silent  on  that  hcad,  aud  to  savc  the  son  from 
tiiis  di^erace  would  he  her  retum  to  the  father  for  his  gjjod- 
neaa.  How  huidsome  and  ^rand  had  her  fancy  depicted 
Orion!  She  would  not  put  üds  stain  upon  his  spotless  cha^ 
acter,  to  blacken  him  in  her  own  eyes  and  those  of  the  world. 
Every  other  consideration  must  bo  hurled  far,  far  away,  in 
Order  to  wrest  the  victory  from  him  and  save  Hiram.  Every 
weapon  was  riglit,  and  jet  tliis  one  of  treason  must  not,  shonld 
not,  bc  used  against  him!  He  ninst  be  made  to  foel  that  she 
was  moi'C  nol)le-niinded  than  himseif ;  that  in  overy  Situation 
of  life  slio  was  trne  to  her  word.  It  was  dcterniined,  and  now 
she  breatiicd  regularly  once  more,  her  eye  grew  auimated 


Digitized  by  Google 


m  BBIDB  09  TSR  KILE. 


183 


again,  and  yet  it  Tvas  long  ere  she  foiind  the  right  word  where- 
witli  to  begin  the  struggle. 

Orion  saw  how  lier  soul  was  riled;  lie  feit  that  she  was  rotis- 
ing  heröelf  up  to  resibtauc^,  and  would  iiave  liked  to  encourage 
her  to  strike  the  first  blow.  Not  a  woid^  as  yet^  o£  Burpnse  or 
Indignation,  nor  a  syllable  of  reproaeh  had  crossed  her  IhKu 
What  was  siie  meditating,  for  what  was  she  preparing?  The 
more  surprising  and  dangerous  her  plan  proved  to  be  so  much 
the  better;  the  more  eonrageously  she  defended  herseif,  the 
further  into  tlie  backgromid  retreated  the  painful  thought  that 
he  had  a  woman  for  an  Opponent.  Even  heroes  had  beea 
proud  of  victory  ovcr  the  Amazons! 

At  last,  at  last  slie  rose  up  and  approached  Hirani.  Thcy 
had  ])iit  hirn  in  tlie  pillory,  and  as  she  enconntered  a  pleading 
glaiicu  from  bis  honest  eyes  her  tonguc  was  looücd,  suddenly 
ehe  became  consciouB  that  she  had  not  only  to  defend  herself^ 
bat  perform  a  sacied  duty;  and  after  she  had  approached  wiih 
a  few  hasty  step  the  table  aronnd  vhich  the  judges  were  ar- 
ranged  in  a  semidrcle,  with  her  lef  t  band  resting  upon  its  top 
and  her  rig^t  band  npHfted,  she  exclaimed: 

"  Sirs,  you  aro  the  victims  of  a  horrible  deception,  and  for 
myself  a  trick  of  unparallcled  meanness  has  been  pra^^tieed  to 
effect  my  ruin.  Doos  tliat  man  in  the  pillory  yonder  look  liko 
a  robber?  A  more  honest  and  faithful  servant  has  never  been 
freed  by  Ins  master,  and  the  gratitnde  which  Hiram  owed  to 
bis  master  he  has  transferred  to  thu  dau^^diter.  Ycs,  for  her 
sake  he  has  left  conntry^  wife,  and  child,  foUowing  poor 
orphaned  me  into  a  lordgn  land.  However,  this  is  nothing  to 
youl  And  yet  if  you  vant  to  hear  the  trath^  the  whole  nnyar- 
niahed  truth — " 

Speak!*'  exclaimed  Orion;  but  although  she  did  continue, 
she  purposely  ignored  him  and  addressed  herseif  to  the  judges 
and  Nil  US : 

**  Your  head .  tho  pon  of  Miikankas,  knows  that  instcrul  of 
one  accused  I  might  turn  accuser  if  I  would.  But  I  scorn  to 
do  this  out  of  love  to  bis  fa^her,  and  bccause  I  am  higher- 
minded  than  he!  He  will  understand  me!  80  far  ad  that 
emerald  is  concemed,  the  freedman  Hiram,  with  bis  knife 
broke  it  out  of  its  settin^  yesterday  evening  in  my  presence; 
bat  besides  as,  thank  God,  others  sav  it  hanging  to  the  chain 
to  which  it  boloiiged.  At  noon  to-day  it  was  still  in  the  place 
where,  later  in  tbie  day,  the  band  of  a  criniinal  lias  succeedod 
in  aflBxing  this  gem.  That  I  saw  it  just  now  for  the  first  time 
I  call  God  to  witness.  It  is  a  costly  thing.  Only  a  rieh  man, 
the  richßst  among  you  all,  giyes  away  such  a  treasure,  for  any 
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urpose  whatsoever— to  destroy  an  enemy,  let  us  say.  Gama* 
el, '  and  so  saying,  she  tumea  to  the  jeweler,  **  how  highly, 
Gamaliely  do  yoa  Talue  that  onyx?'' 

The  iBraelito  once  more  took  the  gern  in  band,  tumed  it 
bither  and  tliitlicr,  and  thcii  said,  with  a  smirk: 

"  Yes,  fair  lady,  if  niy  black,  brooding  hen  should  lay  such 
a  iittie  egg  I  woidd  feed  her  on  nothing  but  Ar.'^inoe  cakes  and 
fat  Cauopus  oysters.  The  thing  is  worth  a  fortime;  and  I  am 
no  rieh  man,  but  at  any  nioment  I  woiild  ])ay  two  great  talents 
for  it,  though  I  should  havo  to  borrow  thcm.'* 

These  explanations  did  not  fail  to  produce  a  strong  effect 
upou  the  judges;  but  Orion  cried  out: 

Whyv  miracles  mnltiply  themselves  this  remarkable  dayl 
Generofiiiy^  that  had  beoome  a  mere  sound,  will  come  to  lue 
among  us.  A  spendthrift  demon  makes  a  precioiis  gem  out  a 
wortmess  bit  of  gold  plate.  May  one  ask  wno  saw  the  peudant 
npon  your  chain.'*'' 

She  feil  into  danger  here,  and  came  near  betraying  berself, 
as  she  auswered  wit  li  tremblins:  Yoice: 

*  Ap])ai'07itly  your  emissary  or  yourself;  for  you,  you  alone 
haye  rca^  )!i — 

l'uithor  thau  this  she  did  not  get^  for  he  abruptly  cut  short 

her  discoursc : 

**  That  is  too  much!  Oh,  that  you  werc  a  man!  I  have 
Seen  iiow  für  your  generosity  exteuds!  Hatred,  too,  the  bit- 
terest  enmity — " 

'*  They  would  have  the  right  to  destroy  you  utterly!"  cried 
she,  excited  to  the  utmost  "  And-if  I  accuse  you  oi"  the  moüfc 
hdnons  crime — 

**  Then  Tou  urill  commit  a  crime  against  me,  yonrself,  and 
tliia  houseP*  cried  he,  threateningly.  "  Take  care,  girl!  Can 
blindness  go  so  f ar  as  to  call  upon  me  to  confirm  the  tale  that 
you  have  trumped  up — " 

"  Oh,  no,  no;  for  that  would  be  to  expect  something  brave 
of  you/'  interposed  slie,  alood.  "  I  have  witnesses  of  an  en- 
tiroly  dilTercnt  sort:  Maria,  granddaughter  of  the  Mukaukas 
George, and  now  her  eye  sought  bis,  but  he  cried  out: 

**  That  child,  whose  heart  is  wrapped  up  in  you,  and  who 
follows  you  like  a  pet  dog!** 

**  And  besides  her,  Catharine,  the  widow  Susannali's  daiigli- 
ter/'  added  she,  confident  of  victory  and  glowing  with  excite- 
ment.  **  She  is  no  longer  a  ehild,  but  a  grown  girl,  and  you 
know  itl   But  I — and  now  she  turned  again  to  the  judges — 

I  call  upon  you,  gentlemen,  to  discharge  woriMy  the  datieB 
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of  your  Office,  and  to  allow  justice  to  be  done  me  bv  summon- 
ing  the  two  witneases  before  you  and  letting  them  oe  heaid«" 

Willi  ditticulty  preserving  Iiis  composui'e,  Orion  answered: 
"  It  is  for  her  j^randparents  to  dociMr  whctliri-  tliis  tender  child 
be  exposed  to  tlie  triai  of  tcstifyiiig  iii  eourt,  eBpi'Liiilly  as  her 
evidence  could  not  he  impartial  where  so  idoHzed  a  l'riend  was 
concerned.  Besiden,  her  age  mu.st  detract  from  the  validity 
of  her  evideucc;  moreover,  1  greatly  object  to  a  cliild  of  tliis 
housc  becoming  entanglcd  in  this  wretched  affair.  On  the 
other  hand^  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  have  the  yonng  lady 
Oatharine  summoned,  and  I  myself  volunteer  to  go  for  her/' 

Paula's  attempt  to  interrupt  liim  again  signally  failed.  He 
vayed  her  oft,  sayins  that  later  she  would  be  paticntly  heard 
in  the  presence  of  Uic  witnefisea  The  gern  probably  came 
from  her  father's  es'tate. 

Then  agaiii  Paula  was  overcome  witli  just  wrath,  and  hcside 
liorscif,  cried  out:  Jso,  a  thousand  times  no!  An  infamous 
ßcuuüdrel,  one  of  your  abettors — I  repeat  it — made  Iiis  way 
into  niy  room,  and  w  hile  i  was  attending  to  the  sick  bui'sl  the 
lock  off  my  trunk  or  opcned  it  with  a  false  keyl*' 

That  will  show  for  itself,''  repUed  Orion,  and  his  Toioe 
fiounded  oonfident  as  he  gare  orders  to  have  ihe  box  set  npon 
the  table,  and  asked  a  member  of  the  court,  as  a  connoissenr« 
to  give  his  judgment  in  the  matter. 

Paula  knew  this  man  very  weU.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
hi^hly  esteemed  memhers  of  the  househoM,  the  Mukaiikas's 
chief  meehanie,  whose  office  it  was  to  test  and  make  perfect 
weights  aiul  iiieasun  s,  waler-clocks  and  other  instriunents. 

This  skilUul  man  iiumediately  set  about  exaniiiiing  the  lock, 
and  fuuud  it  in  guod  order.  It  was  consiructcd  in  the 
most  pecuhar  manner,  although  the  place  of  the  coriously 
wrought  key  oould  not  have  been  supplied  by  any  pick-loek, 
and  Paula  had  to  admit  that  at  noon  the  trunk  was  locked, 
and  that  the  key  had  been  hanging  around  her  neck  ever  since. 

Orion  listened  to  his  opinion  with  a  shrug  of  the  Shoulders, 
and  then  before  he  set  forth  to  summon  Oatharine,  ordered 
Paula  and  her  nurse  to  be  shut  up,  apai-f ,  in  adjoiniTvj^  n>oms. 
Iti  order  to  throw  light  upon  this  allair  tlie  order  was  that 
therc  should  be  no  further  coiainunicatiun  belwcen  the  two. 

As  soon  as  the  door  liad  l>een  closcd  behind  the  women,  he 
hurricd  into  the  gardeu,  \v  here  he  hoped  to  ünd  Oatharine. 

The  judges  lookcd  after  him  with  minglcd  feelin^s.  Here 
were  enigmas  hard  of  Solution.  To  doubt  the  good  mtentions 
of  their  just  lord's  son,  whom  they  esteemed  as  a  richly  en* 
dowed  and  high-minded  young  man^  seemed  to  them  un  jurafia* 
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ble.  Iiis  conflict  with  Paula  had  touched  thcm  painfully,  and 
each  one  asked  himself  how  it  happened  that  tnis  f avorite  of 
tromankind  bad  not  succeeded  in  awakening  other  feeliugs 
than  those  of  hatred  in  one  of  the  fairest  of  her  sex.  The 
great  enmity  which  she  manifested  toward  Orion  injured  her 
cause  in  the  eyes  of  the  judges,  who  kncw  only  too  well  the 
bad  terms  on  whieh  slic  was  with  tlie  T.ady  Xcphoris.  More 
thaii  rash  had  it  beeii  in  lior  to  accuse  theson  of  the  Mukaukas 
of  liaving  broken  open  lier  trank;  only  hatred  conld  have  im- 
pelk'd  her  to  make  such  a  charge,  but  there  was  something  in 
her  manner  that  gave  surety  for  the  credibiUty  of  her  State- 
ments, and  if  Catharine  could  testify  sure  enough  that  bLu  had 
Seen  tiie  emerald  hanging  from  the  chain,  then  nothing  was 
left  bat  to  begin  the  myesti^ation  from  a  new  direction  and 
look  ont  for  anotber  house-oreaker.  But  wbo  conld  bare 
flnng  away  so  precious  an  artide  as  this  gern,  to  take  the  place 
of  a  wretebed  nothing?  It  was  not  to  be  thought  of^  and  the 
mechanic  Ammonius  was  right  in  asserting  that  a  woman  füll 
of  hatred  was  capable  of  anything,  even  the  incredible  and  un- 
heard  of.  Meanwhile  it  had  become  perfectly  dark,  and  a 
mild  lovely  evening  had  succeeded  the  glowing  day. 

TJiü  Mukaukas  had  not  yet  left  bis  Chamber,  while  bis  wife, 
with  Üie  widow  Susannah  and  her  daughter,  httle  Maria,  and 
ber  goTemeas  were  taking  the  air  and  cbattine  in  the  open  hall 
fronting  upon  tbe  garden  and  tbe  Nila  The  kdies  bad  tbrown 
Teils  OTer  thelr  beads^  as  a  protection  against  tbe  mosquitoes 
that  came  hither  in  swarms,  attracted  by  the  torch-light,  and 
also  against  the  mist  ascending  from  the  river,  and  when  Orion 
appeared  they  were  belping  themselves  to  sberbet  that  had  just 
been  handcd  in. 

**  What  bas  bapponod?''  called  out  bis  mother  to  him,  in  a 
tone  of  sollt  itudL',  for  she  conclndcd  from  bis  disordered  bair 
and  flushed  cheeks  that  the  Session  had  been  anytbing  eise  than 
harmonious. 

^'  Something  unheaid  of/'  aoswered  he.  Twüa  is  fight- 
ing like  a  lioness  for  her  fatber^s  freedmau — 

In  Order  to  mortifj  ns  and  plnnge  ns  into  difficulties,''  re* 
tnmed  f^epboris. 

"  No,  no,  mother,*'  rephed  Orion,  exeiiedly.  "But  she  is 
a  dotermined  woman,  perfectly  reckless  where  the  carrying  out 
of  her  will  is  eoncernet],  and  to  this  cnd  she  works  with  a  pru- 
dence  wortliy  of  the  greatest  advomit  s  whom  I  have  over  beard 
plead  a  l)a(l  cdme  on  tlio  rostruni  iu  the  capital.  Besides,  her 
noMi  jiia  lücr  and  diviiiu  beauty  turn  the  heads  of  our  poor 
doüicoUc  oüiüüi'a.    Aiid  it  is  brave  and  noble  in  h<ji'  to  take  up 
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ilio  cudgels  thus  for  a  servant;  aud  yefc  it  can  not  liolp  her  at 
all,  for  the  proofs  existiiii^  a^ainst  her  stammering  favurite  aro 
simply  oyerwiielmiug,  and  if  ner  last  pretext  falls  to  the  groimd 
the  wing  is  decidcd.  She  professes  to  have  shown  ^t  child 
and  you  too,  charming  Catharine,  a  necklace/' 

**  Shown,'*  repeated  the  Ii  ummmg-binL  "  She  took  it  away 
from  US,  did  she  not,  Maria?" 

Wc  had  just  taken  it  without  her  peniuaslon,^^  replied  the 
littie  girl. 

**'  And  does  she  want  our  childreu  to  be  cited  belore  the 
court,  in  order  to  testify  in  her  higlmess's  favor?" 

"  To  bo  sure,*' answered  Orion.    "But  Maria'»  statement 
will  go  for  nothing  before  the  jud^es— " 
•      I  teil  joa  what/*  ezolaiiiied  bis  mother^  "  this  difld  is  in 
no  case  to  be  mixed  np  in  this  sood-for-nothing  busineas!** 

Becanse  I  would  speak  np  for  PanlaP*  oriä  Maria,  jump- 
ing  up  passionately. 

**  Will  you  hold  your  tongne?^^  said  her  grandmother,  aharp« 
ly.  "  And  as  to  Catliarine/'  said  tlie  widow,  "  I  have  no  idea 
of  giving  her  up  as  a  gazing-stock  for  all  those  gentlemen.'"  , 
Gentlemen!'^  mimicked  the  girl.  They  are  nien,  petty 
oöicers,  and  more  o£  that  sort.  They  can  wait  a  long  while 
for  me!'* 

Nevertheless,  you  must  gratify  thcir  wish,  proud  roisebiid," 
lai^ied  Orion;  for,  thank  God,  you  are  a  child  no  longer, 
ana  it  is  the  prerogative  of  a  oourt  of  justice  to  sonunon  beiore 
its  bar,  as  a  witness,  every  grown-up  person,  You  need  not 
mind,  for  yon  are  under  my  protection.  Do  comel  One  mnst 
gain  experienoe  of  lifel  No  struggling  will  avail  here.  Ab 
for  the  rest,  you  need  only  say  out  what  you  have  seen,  and 
then,  if  slie'll  allow  me,  1^11  lead  you  safc  home  to  vour  moth- 
er,  this  arm  being  your  support.  You  niust,  indeed,  intrust 
your  jewel  to  me  to-day,  Susanuah,  and  the  vcnerable  witness 
ahall  then  report  to  }  uu  how  bhu  has  fared  under  iny  wing." 

Catharine  kncw  how  to  Interpret  the  liidden  meaning  of 
these  words,  and  was  no  littie  pleased  to  be  permitted  to  stay 
alone  with  the  hondsome  govemor's  son,  the  flrst  man  who 
had  eyer  caused  her  Httle  heart  to  beat  quicker,  and  so  she 
jumped  Up  briskly;  but  Maria  cluug  so  to  her  arm  and  begged 
80  urgently  and  obstinately  to  be  taken  with  her  and  allowed 
to  testify  in  Paula's  favor  that  lier  govemess  and  Lady  Ne- 
phoris  had  great  diüiculty  in  holdiug  her  back  so  that  the 
young  pair  could  go  otl  alune. 

Both  mothers  luuked  al'ter  theui  wilh  cnniented  hearts,  and 
the  governor's  wiüo  wkispered  to  tau  waUuw;  "  Xo-day  beiore 
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fhe  conrt,  and  right  socm,  God  Willing,  before  the  altar  in 

In  Order  toieach  the  court-room  one  ooiüd  either  go  throtigh 
the  house  or  walk  around  it.  If  one  preferred  the  last  way^ 
then  the  garden  must  first  be  traversed,  and  of  this  Orion 
made  choicc.  Ho  had  forcibly  restrained  himself  in  the  prcs- 
ence  of  the  ladies,  in  ordcr  to  conccal  from  them  tho  unrest  of 
bis  spirit,  and  now  he  feit  how  the  biittle  whicli  lic  liad  begun, 
and  from  which  he  ncitlior  oould  nor  would  retreat  now,  was 
pushing  bim  on  and  on,  compelling  him,  too,  to  drag  after  him 
in  the  criminal  course  upou  whidn  he  had  started  this  young 
cieatme,  who  miiBt  become  bis  wif e.   Yes»  the  die  was  east 

Wben  he  had  promised  his  motber  to  conrt  Gaiharine,  not 
the  nezt  day,  bat  the  daj  after  that,  be  had  hoped  to  conyinoe 
her  within  tbe  time  of  respite  that  the  httle  girl  was  not  the 
right  wif e  f or  bim,  and  now — what  a  mockery  of  f ate ! — now 
he  saw  himself  compelled  to  do  the  oppositc  in  cxory  respcct 
of  what  bis  incUnations  prompted  iiim  to.  Tlie  woman  wliom 
be  loved,  yes,  still  loved  always,  ho  was  battiiiig  with  hke  a 
deadly  foe,  and  the  girl  whom  lie  really  cared  nothing  for,  her 
be  had  to  maiwo  .love  to.  It  was  enough  to  craze  one,  yet  it 
must  be  done,  and  with  a  freah  '^Eorward,  forward!''  be 
ruflhed  into  the  ^rf ormance  of  the  recklesa  task  of  snbjecting 
to  his  will  the  mexperienced  being  on  bis  arm>  so  that  she 
would  be  ready  even  to  do  wrong  for  his  sake. 

His  heart  beat  wildly,  yet  theie  was  no  haLting-{)Iace,  no  re- 
treat possible;  the  thmg  was  to  come  oS.  yictorious.  On 
then,  onlv  on!^^ 

As  soon  as  she  had  stepped  into  the  shade  from  out  tlio  r-frclo 
of  light  sui'rounding  the  lanipö,  glad  that  the  darivness  cou-» 
cealed  bis  features,  he  caught  the  tiny  riglit  band  of  the  little 
girl  at  bis  aide,  preüi&ed  it  in  both  his,  und  touclied  her  üuger- 
tips  with  his  lips. 

"  Bat  Orion^''  said  she^  bashf ully,  yet  unresistingly. 

**  I  am  only  claiming  my  right,  you  sunsbine  of  my  soidl'* 
answered  he,  caressingly.  If  your  heart  beats  as  loud  as 
mine  does,  then  our  mothers  over  there  can  hear  it.^' 

^  It  does  beat,''  leplied  she,  blissfully,  letting  her  cnrly  head 
drop  to  ono  side. 

*  But  mine  exceeds  cvwything,''  rephed  he,  sighing  and 
laying  her  little  band  upon  his  heart.  He  could  confidently 
ribk  tlüö,  for  its  coin  ulsive  throbbing  tbroatened  to  stiüe  bim; 
but  she  exclaimed,  joyfully: 

Yes,  indeed,  it  fairly  nanuners — 

"  Thej  would  be  plefvsed  to  hear  it  OTer  ihere/'  replied  he« 
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•V  it Ii  ii  forced  hiiigh.  "  I  wonder  if  your  mamma  Los  not  long 
feiiLci;  espied  out  wliat  was  in  our  hearts!'* 

**  Of  oonise  ehe  has/'  answered  Bhe,  sofüy.     I  have  seldom 
Been  her  in  such  good  spirits  sinoe  yonr  letum.'' 
And  you,  little  charmer?'' 

I?  Of  conise  I  was  glad  too;  eo  veie  they  alL   And  yonr 

parents?'' 

"  No,  no,  Catharine!  What  yon  yoiirself  feit  aboat  OUT 
meeting,  that  is  what  I  woidd  like  to  learnl^'' 

Oh^  let  that  pass;  how  can  one  describe  anything  öf  that 
kind?'* 

**  That  should  not  bc  attempted,  eli?'*  asked  he,  drawiiig 
her  arm  closer  withiu  his  own.  He  must  win  her,  and  hia 
poetic  power  of  imagination  helped  him  to  depict,  with  glow- 
ing  oolors^  a  passion  that  he  had  never  feit.  Sweet  woros  of 
love  were  poured  mto  her  ear,  and  ehe  belieyed  them  only  too 
gladly*  At  hiß  solidtation  slie  sat  down  trustfully  beside 
him  on  a  wooden  bench  in  the  old  ayenne  that  led  to  the 
north  side  of  the  house. 

Many  of  the  sliriibs  tliere  were  11  owering,  and  tiieir  blossoma 
emitted  porfiinie  sweet  to  op|)ressiveneB8.  The  moonlight 
forced  iis  way  througli  the  thick  crowna  of  the  sycamores,  and 
shinimering  streaks  aiid  circles  of  light  sported  in  the  foiiage, 
on  the  trunkö  aud  upoa  the  dark  ground. 

The  atmoBphere  was  still  sultry  and  heavy,  the  heat  of  the 
day  heing  stOl  retuned  by  the  leayes  oyerhead.  And  in  this 
widk  he  called  her,  for  the  first  time,  his  only  belored,  in« 
thraQing  her  heart  into  a  sweet  bondage.  Each  one  of  his  glow- 
ing  words  thriUing  with  the  wüd  and  painful  exdtement 
tortiiring  his  sonl,  had  the  nppearanoe  of  emanating  from  a 
ßincere  aiid  deeply  smitten  heart. 

The  perfume  of  the  flowers  further  intoxicated  her  yoiiiig 
and  guileless  heart,  and  wiüiiigly  she  allowed  him  to  kic^s  her 
Hps.  Oreatly  blessed,  she  here  feit  the  hrst  thriil  of  young, 
reciprocal  love. 

She  oonld  hsye  spent  a  life-time  thns^  in  Company  with  one 
90  beloyed«  but,  after  a  few  minutes,  eager  to  put  an  end  to  a 
ficene,  the  tendemess  of  which  began  to  he  rather  too  mnch  for 

him,  he  exclaimed^  yehemently,  in  a  loud  tone: 

**0h,  thisdeyihfih^  accursed  triidl  But  this  is  the  fate  of 
man.  Dnty  calls,  and  ho  mup.t  oaek  to  cartli  fi-om  the  vcry 
midst  of  the  joys  of  paradise>   Your  arm,  you,  mine  own  «u4 

myall!'' 

And  Catharine  listen e<.l  to  him,  bewildered  and  infatiiated  oy 
the  unheard-oX  good  iortuno  that  had  bel'ullen  her;  she  allowed 
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heraelf  to  be  diawn  <m  by  him,  and  hearkeued  breafhleasly  aa 
he  went  on  thns: 

"  After  such  raptnre  as  this  to  have  to  tum  to  the  meanest 

of  all  pnrPüits!  Aud  how  repiignant  to  feeling,  how  hateful 
beyond  measure  is  the  cause  to  be  tried!  How  gladly  would  I 
be  a  fiieiid  aud  true  protector  to  Paula  instead  o£  an  adver- 
ßary!" 

At  these  words  lie  feit  the  young  gu-l^s  left  hand  tremble,  as 
it  rested  on  hia  arm,  and  further,  ever  further  it  drove  hun  in 
hiB  career  cf  crime.  Gatharine  herself  mdicated  the  means  by 
wMch  be  migbt  attain  bis  end,  and  wbüe  be  oontinud  to  in- 
£ame  her  jealonsy,  wbile  be  praieed  Paula^e  grace  and  digmty^  be 
made  the  excuse  to  bimaelf  that  as  a  promiaed  bridegroom  be 
was  justified  in  fordng  bis  betrothed  to  piesenre  for  bimbonor 
and  happiness. 

Nevertheless,  at  eacli  flatteriiii:  word,  lie  liad  a  feeling  as 
though  he  were  degradiiig  himself,  and  committing  a  new 
wrong  against  Paula.  It  was  only  too  easy  to  sound  her 
praLse;  and  yet  ais  he  did  so  with  growiug  ainiuaUuu,  she 
tapped  him  on  the  arm,  and  said  with  vexation,  half  playf  ul, 
bfui  serionB:  Oh,  tbis  goddessl  Am  I  your  beloyed,  or  is 
abe?  You  ougbt  not  to  make  me  jealousl  Do  tou  bearf 

"  Idttle  blockhead!"  replied  be,  gayly,  and  men  continued 
soothingly:  She  is  like  the  cool  moon,  butyouare  tbe  bricht, 
genial  sun.  Yes,  Paula!  We'll  hand  her  over  to  a  denizen 
of  Moimt  Olympus,  to  an  archangel;  but  for  rae,  I  praise  the 
frolicsome  httlc  maiden  tbat  is  to  go  through  ü£e  with  me  en- 
joying  all  its  sweets!'* 

That  will  we!'*  exulted  she,  and  saw  the  horizon  of  her 
future  radiaut  in  dazzling  sunshine. 

**  Good  beavens!"  broke  in  he,  as  if  snrprised.     *'  See 

5»nder  sbines  already  the  ligbt  from  tbafe  wretcbed  conrt-roonL 
b,  love,  lorel  Encbantra  by  her,  we  have  forgotten  tbe 
object  of  onr  walk.  Toll  me,  my  darling,  do  you  imow  ezact- 
lynowthe  necklaoe  looked  witb  wbich  you  and  Maria  were 
playing  this  moming?'* 

**  It  was  very  finc^y  wrought,  only  that  in  tbe  middle  tbeie 
was  an  ugly,  bent-up  piece  of  gold  plate.^' 

**  A  pretty  connoisseur  you!  You  have  overluüked  ihe  beau- 
tifully  carved  gem  that  was  in  that  unsightly  setting.'* 
**  Assuredly  notl^' 

**  Oh,  but  you  did,  though,  little  wiseacrel" 
No,  dearestl^'  and  as  she  nttered  tbis  word,  she  opened 
her  eyes  ro^uishly,  as  tbougb  she  bad  succeeded  in  a  bold  yent* 
iure»   ^*  Wbat  gems  aie  I  know  rigbt  welL  My  father  left  a 
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large  collection  of  them  behind  him,  and  mother  says  that, 
accoi-ding  to  Iiis  will,  tliey  will  one  day  beloü^  to  my  liusbaud." 
So  I  oan  set  you^  mj  predoua  jewal,  in  a  drdlet  of  pure 

No^  no/'  cried  ahe^  merrily.  Only  g^iye  me  a  settmg 
heieafter;  for  I  am  such  a  flighty  little  tmiig^  bnt  let  it  be 
notluDg,  nothing  but  your  heart !" 

"  Tnat  piece  of  goldsmitli's  work  is  already  done!  But  in 
all  seriousnesö,  child,  what  hiuig  fmm  Panla's  necklace  was  a 
gern,  and  you,  little  coniioit^seiir,  accidentally  saw  it  only  from 
behind.    It  has  a  back  exactly  as  you  describe  it^  a  plain  case 

of  gokl  plate. " 
^But  Onoul^' 

If  yon  love  me«  sweetbeart,  tben  contradict  me  no  f milier. 
Hereafter  I  will  always  ask  you  for  yonr  opinion«  yet  in  thia 
case  yonT  error  might  plunge  me  into  soredimcnlides«  aodforce 
me  to  giYe  up  to  Fteula  and  make  her  my  aUy.  Here  we  arel 
But  let  IIS  stay  <nie  minute  morel  And  noWj  once  more  the 
gern!  Yoii  Ree — we  can  both  crr,  I  as  well  as  yon,  but  I  verily 
believe  myseif  to  be  in  the  riglit:  and  if  you,  tfiis  time,  make  a 
difforent  statcment  from  mc,  tlien  1  shail  stand  before  tbo 
judges  as  a  liar.  We  are  now  betrothed  and  one,  eutirely  one, 
and  what  injures  or  exalts  one,  at  the  same  tinie  elevates  or 
degrades  the  other.  If  you  who  love  me,  and  coacerning  w  hom 
the  people  already  whisper  that  yon  will  aoon  be  mistreaa  in 
the  goremor^a  palaoe^  make  a  Statement  different  from  minOr 
they  will  snrely  believe  it  You  aee«  you  are  all  goodness,  but 
besides  you  are  too  pure  and  Young  to  understand  every  claim 
of  that  almiffhty  love  which  bears  and  endures  all  things.  If 
you  do  not  cneert'uUy  yidd  to  me  in  thi^  case,  then  most  as- 
piifpdly  you  do  not  love  me  as  you  should.  And  what  great 
tiun^  is  asked  nf  you?  I  put  the  question  to  you,  and  you  say 
nothmg  itiure  before  the  court,  but  that  thiö  monüng  you  saw 
Paula 'ö  necklace,  and  that  a  gem  was  attached  to  it,  a  gern 
with  a  carving  upon  it  of  Cupid  and  Psyche/' 

Am  I  to  testify  that  in  piesenoe  of  all  thoae  men?''  aaked 
Catharine,  reflectirely. 

^^That  you  muat>  aweet  augel!^'  cried  Orion,  tenderly. 
"  Do  yon  think  it  pretty  for  a  betrothed  bride  to  ref  use  the 
first  request  her  loTer  makes  of  her,  retlectively,  dogmatioallyF 
No,  no;  if  there  is  eren  a  spark  of  love  for  mc  glimmcring  in 
your  little  heart,,  you  would  not  see  meforced  to  ünplore  Paula 
to  be  gracious  to  me — " 

**  But  what  is  all  tliis  talk  al)out?  What  great  differenOö 
cau  it  make  whether  a  gem  or  a  simple  gold  plate—" 
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"All  iliat  will  be  f  uUy  explained  to  jou  hereafter,"  answered 
he,  eagcrly. 
"  JDS  80  now,  please." 

"  That  cm  not  be;  we  have  already  put  the  patience  of  the 
oourt  to  too  aeyere  a  test;  not  a  minnte  is  to  lostP' 

Well,  now,  but  I  shall  die  of  mortification  and  ahame  if  I 
make  a  statement  before  the  judges — 

Which  is  accurate,  and  whereby  you  can  prore  your  loY« 
to  me,"  interposed  he,  persiiasively. 

How  dreadful  tliis  is!''  she  cried  out  in  distress.  '*  Then 
at  least  tie  my  yeü  close  over  my  face.  All  those  bearded 
man — 

**  Like  the  Ostrich,  "  laughed  Orion,  doing  as  she  desired. 
"  If  you  actually  entertain  an  opinion  different  from  that  of 
yoar— how  did  you  call  him  Jost  now?  Say  it  onoe  moreP' 

Yonr  betrothed!''  aaid  she^  with  deep  feeling  and  mod- 
esty.  Orion  helped  toput  her  veil  double  over  her  face,  and 
ehe  (lid  not  tum  from  him  when  he  whispered  in  her  ear: 

"  Let  US  see  how  a  kiss  goes  through  such  mnmmingl  Gome 
now;  in  a  few  miniites  all  "will  be  over!" 

So  sa3ring,  he  hurried  her  into  the  auteroom  to  the  hall  of 
justice. 

She  had,  indeed,  many  a  time  sought  to  save  herseif  from  a 
scold  by  little  subtcrfugea,  but  never  yet  gravely  spoken  false- 
hood;  and  now  her  whole  being  revolted  against  the  idea  of 
saying  anything  podtiTely  nntraa  But  oould  that  be  bad 
imich  had  been  aaked  of  her  by  Orion,  the  noblest  of  men,  the 
idol  of  the  whole  city,  and  in  so  uigent  a  manner  too?  Did 
not  love  imposc  iipon  her — he  had  been  of  this  opuiion — the 
duty  of  doing  whatever  could  protect  him  from  hurt  or  wrong? 
It  woiild  not  appcar  porfectly  fair  to  her,  biit  porhaps  she  did 
not  quito  coniprL'hünd  the  whole  case,  because  she  was  so  yonng 
and  iuexpcrienci)d.  It  distressed  her  also  that  her  beloved 
would  have  to  form  an  aliiance  Avilh  Paula  if  she  aeted  con- 
trary  to  his  ^\  lU,  She  was  not  at  all  lacking  in  self-esteem, 
and  Said  to  herseif  that  ahe  need  not  stand  back  before  anv  girl 
in  Memphis;  she  only  acknowledged  the  tall,  proud,  and  oean- 
tiftd  Damascene  as  her  suporior,  and  oould  not  folget  how> 
day  before  yesterday,  when  Orion  and  Paula  had  been  Walking 
np  and  down  in  tlie  garden,  tlie  goyemor  of  Memphis  had  ex- 
claimed:  "  What  a  magnificently  matched  pair!''  She  had 
often  thonght  that  no  fairer,  nobler,  lovelier  creature  existed 
Oll  earth  than  the  daughtcr  of  Thomas,  and  lont^^'d  to  obtain 
from  her  a  friendly  woi\l  or  look.  But  ever  since  that  remark 
of  the  Mukaukas  there  had  sprung  up  in  her  heart  a  bitter  feel- 
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Ingaganist  Paula,  which  had  been  fostered  by  many  causes 
since.  She  always  treated  her  like  a  child,  not  like  a  grown- 
up  young  woman  as  she  was.  AV  iiy  had  sho  l)een  inquiriiig 
aftcr  her  betrothed  this  morning — ^for  so  she  had  a  right  to  eu- 
title  him  uow — and  kee])mg  hiin  away  from  her?  And  how 
liad  it  happened  that  Orion,  while  confessiiig  his  love  for  her- 
seif, had  spokeu  6o  more  tiiau  warmly,  so  euthilsiastically  of 
her!  "No,  ahe  must  be  on  her  gnaid  against;  the  Damasceue, 
and  if  aome  congratnlated  her  on  the  ^ood  fortime  that  had 
befallen  her,  Paiua  at  le^t  did  not  rejoioe  in  it;  for  that  ehe 
did  not  look  ^mon  her  beloTed  with  m(filference  Catharine  feit 
«nd  knew.  one  had  no  cnemy  m  the  world  but  Paula;  she 
was  one,  and  from  lior  lier  love  had  everything  to  fear;  and 
snddenly  she  asked  herseif  if  the  gold  plate  that  she  had  seen 
h'cvl  not  beena  gem.  Had  sheexaniint  d  thenecklace  attentive- 
ly  even  for  an  instant?  And  should  she  have  seen  more 
ßharply  than  those  wondrously  beaiitiful  eyea  of  Orion? 

He  was  right  of  coui'se,  right  as  always! 

Most  carved  stones  had  an  oval  aha^e,  and  oral  had  been  the 
thing  abont  which  she  was  to  give  evidenoe.  It  did  not  seem 
like  Orion  to  ask  her  to  saj  what  was  f alse.  At  alleTentsit 
was  the  dnty  of  bis  betrothed  to  guard  lüs  reputation  and  pre- 
yent  his  forming  an  aUiance  with  that  false  siren.  She  knew 
what  she  had  to  say,  and  already  feit  like  loosemng  her  veil  a 
little  in  order  to  look  Paula  straight  in  the  eyes  when  Orion 
returned  to  lead  her  into  the  hall  of  justice. 

To  his  joy,  yes,  almost  to  his  astonishment,  she  asserted  eon- 
fidently  that  at  noon  a  gern  had  tlepeiided  from  Paiüa's  nccklace, 
aud  wiien  they  showed  her  tlic  oiiyx,  and  asked  if  sho  remem- 
bered  haTing  seen  it,  she  calmly  replied: 

**  That  maY  or  may  not  be  the  one.  I  only  noticed  its  ovaJ- 
.  shaped  gold  back;  as  for  the  rest,  this  young  lady  only  left 
her  jewel  in  my  hands  for  a  short  while. 

When  the  treasurer  Nilus  then  mvited  her  to  scrutinize  the 
represeiitjition  of  Cupid  and  Psyche,  in  Order  to  quicken  her 
recoilectiou,  she  remarked,  evasively: 

''I  do  not  Uke  such  heatheuish  Images;  we  Jacobite  girls 
wear  a  dilierent  sort  of  omament." 

Hereupon  Paula  rose  to  her  feet,  stepped  up  to  her  with  a 
look  füll  of  stern  reproof,  and  now  little  Catharine  was  dehght- 
ed  that  she  had  thonght  of  hidmg  behind  the  double  raL  Bat 
ÜI6  deep  abas3ment  into  which  she  feil  nnder  the  Damascene's 
eye  lasted  only  for  a  short  while;  for  when  Paula  said  to  her 
reproachfully:  You  allude  to  your  confesdon  of  faith.  Like 
mme,  it  requires  us  to  reapect  toutL   Oonsider  what  dependa 
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npon  your  statemcnt,  I  beseecli  yon,  child!'*  thc  diminutive 
womaii  turncd  upon  her  adversary  aud  exclaimed,  with  pas- 
ßionato  heat: 

am  no  longer  a  clxild,  not  even  to  you;  and  beforel 
speak  I  lemember  wbat  I  have  been  taught. "  Then  ahe  thiew 
her  head  back  defianüy  and  repeated^  podtively:    This  onjz 

was  lianging  from  iihe  chain." 

Uow  can  you  say  such  a  thing,  yon  naughty  Httle  minx?'' 
Said  the  nurso  to  her  face,  no  longer  mistress  of  hersolf ;  but 
Ca  t  bar  ine  started  aiid  lookcd  as  if  an  addcr  hml  stiing  her,  and 
looked  around  to  öee  who  had  clarcd  to  insult  hör  so  cruon  vaiid 
boldly.  Helpless  and  wcll-nigh  weeping,  slie  looked  around  lor 
protection,  and  bad  not  to  wait  long  for  an  avenger,  for  Orion 
immediatcly  conimitted  rer]>etua  to  prison  on  account  of  her 
fal86  Statement;  bat  Panla^  because  she  had  not  swom^  and 
only  told  an  incredible  tale  out  of  a  good  motiye,  was  allowed 
to  ffo  free  and  had  her  trunk  restored  to  her  room. 

Once  more  she  advanced  and  stood  before  the  bar.  Loosening 
the  oTiyx  from  the  chain  ehe  tbiew  it  to  the  Jew  Gamaliel,  who 
picked  it  up,  and  said : 

I  mako  a  prcsont  of  it  to  von,  man!  Perhaps  the  villain 
who  himg  it  lipon  my  chain  may  buy  it  back  from  you.  This 
was  given  to  my  grandmother  by  the  Emperor  Theodosius,  and 
rather  tlian  have  it  defiled  again  by  contact  with  the  gilt  of 
Buch  a  wretoh  I  «hall  throw  it  into  thc  iS'^ilo.  I  am  not  angnr 
with  YOU,  poor,  cheated  judges,  but  I  pity  you!  My  Hirain  " 
-and  here  she  pointed  to  ilie  f reedmui— '  ^  is  an  honest  man^ 
of  whom  I  shall  think  with  gratitude  to  the  day  of  my  death; 
but  thds  unjnst  son  of  the  justest  of  fathers — 

Wliile  she  thus  spoke  she  looked  Orion  straight  m  tho  face; 
but  here  the  young  man  intorrupted  her  with  a  loud: 
*'Enough/* 

>iow  .^he  sought  to  collect  her  faculties,  and  said: 
"  J  sliall  do  your  will;  for  yoiu'  conscience  wiU  repeat  to  you 
a  huadrcd  timcs  wliat  I  supprcHs;  and  now  one  word  with  you.^' 
So  saying,  she  drew  nearcr  to  him  aud  whispered:  I  havo  so 
Gontrollä  myself  as  to  leare  unused  against  you  the  sharpest 
weapon  that  I  possessed  out  of  deference  to  a  promise  given. 
If  you  are  not  the  meanest  of  the  mean  now  remember  yours 
and  saTe  Hiram.'^ 

A  mute  nod  Avas  his  reply;  but  once  more  she  pansed  upon 
the  threshold  and  called  out  to  Oatliarinc: 

As  for  you,  child,  for  such  ymi  are,  the  son  of  the  Mukau- 
kas  will  reward  you  l)y  unspeakablo  sorrowä  iox  the  servioe- 
that  jou  have  rendered  him  I 
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Herewitk  she  left  tlic  hall,  mouiited  tlie  steps  witü  tottering 
knees,  and  as  die  again  tarried  b j  ihe  couch  o£  the  poor  lona- 
üc,  a  gracious  God  sent  her  the  irelief  of  tears. 

Her  friend  saw  her  weep,  and  allowed  her  to  weep  on  undis- 
turbed  untü  she  called  him  to  her  aud  oonfided  to  him  all  that 
had  befallen  her  on  this  momentoiis  day. 

Orion  and  Cathiirine  had  lost  their  gay  spirits  and  walked 
back  through  the  corridor  slowly  and  seriüusiy.  When,  on  the 
way,  she  urged  him  to  expiain  to  her  why  he  had  misled  her 
into  giving  such  evidence,  he  put  her  ott'  until  the  next  day. 
Tliey  found  her  mother  alone;  for  the  Lady  Nephoris  had  been 
ßummouod  to  her  snffering  husband  and  had  taken  Httle  Maria 
with  her.  After  he  had  paid  his  respects  to  the  widow  and  ea- 
corted  her  to  her  cariiage,  he  retumed  to  the  hall  of  justioe. 

There  he  summed  up  the  eiridenoe  before  the  court,  and 
bronßht  iato  füll  prominence  the  amotmt  of  proof  against  the 
freecunan.  After  this  sentence  was  pronounced.  It  con- 
demned  the  tnisty  Hiram  to  dcath — the  only  disseiitient  voioe 
being  tbut  of  the  treasurer  Kilus. 

Orion  ordered  the  executiou  of  tlie  sentence  to  be  postponed, 
and  did  not  return  to  the  house,  biit  had  the  wildest  steed  in 
his  stables  saddled,  and  galloped  all  alone  into  the  desert. 

ILe  had  conquered;  bat  it  bcemed  to  him  as  if  hc  had  been 
bemired  in  the  laoe  and  must  be  snSocated  by  the  mucL 


CHAPTEB  Xm. 

THE  POOB  SHUTS  UrOX  THE  FAST. 

What  the  physician  liad  heard,  tlirough  Paula,  of  the  pro- 
cecdings  of  the  past  day — Orion's  deportineiit  and  the  issue  of 
the  council^ — angercnl  Inm  exceBöively,  and  im})atiently  he  con- 
Bented  to  the  maiden  s  determination  to  forsake  immediately 
this  curscd  robber's  den,  this  house  of  ili-wili,  of  weak-minded 
jußtices  and  falbc  witncsses. 

There  was  no  chance  for  a  quiet  oonyersatioQ  hetween  üiem^ 
for  in  tke  sick-ohainber  Philippus  soon  had  his  hands  f tdL 

The  Masdakito  Hassan,  mio  had  up  to  this  time  been 
Ijing  there  unconsdous,  had  meanwhÜe  been  aroused  from  his 
Stupor  in  consequence  of  i  tu  w  lotion,  and  was  Tociferously 
Galling  for  his  master.  As  ihe  latter  did  not  eomc,  and  thcy 
told  him  could  not  be  expeeted  before  the  Jiext  day,  the  giant 
ßtraightened  himself  amid  his  pillows,  rested  Iiis  mighty  arms, 
stiffly  stretched  out  behind  him,  upon  the  bedstea^.1,  looktxl 
wildly  hither  and  thither^  aud  siiook  his  big  head^  which  iüui 
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been  shoru  of  its  locks^  like  a  roiiised  lion.  At  tlie  same  timt> 
he  applied  abusive  epiLliets  to  the  physician  in  a  deep,  resouant 
bafls  Yoioe,  us'mgj  however^  bis  mother  tonguc,  wbich  none  of 
ihoBe  present  nnderstood;  and  while  Philippus  sought  fearlessly 
to  renew  the  bandagc  iipon  Iiis  severe  woiind,  Hassan  snddenly 
loosened  bis bold  in x >u the bedstead^flimg bis arms  ab* mt  the  sur- 
geon's  body,  and hke  a  mad  man^  foamiiig  at  tlu'  iiKiuth,  sought 
to  drag  him  down.  Hearing  liko  n  wild  beast  he  tiigged  at  his 
advcr^^nry.  I^lnlippn.^,  liowever,  did  not  lose  his  presence  of 
niind  lor  au  instant^  but  directed  the  men  to  fetch  two  stout 
ßlavcs. 

She  liurried  otT,  and  Paula  iiuw  becamo  a  witness  toa  fright- 
ful  contest^  lor  tlie  doctor  held  the  ^iant  s  fists  in  a  firm  grip, 
baYing  removed  his  bände  from  bis  hips  witb  a  foroe  tb&t 
might  have  been  ]9redicated  of  the  large>  able-bodied  man>  bnt 
haraly  of  the  habitually  bent  oyer  Student;  then  forcing  open 
Hassan's  fingers,  he  pressed  him  back  upon  the  pillov,  plant- 
ing  his  knces  upon  Iiis  brazen  coacb>  and  so  mastering  him 
that  the  woundea  man  could  not  rise  up  again.  And  yet  the 
Masdakito  oxorted  all  his  forco  to  free  himself  from  his  ad- 
versary,  who  was  even  stronger  tban  hünself,  for  loss  of  blood 
and  fever  had  weakened  him. 

Paula  beheld,  tremlilingly,  thi-  wrcstlino:  match  of  reflective 
forcc  against  tho  brutiüii  strengtli  of  a  raging  giant,  with 
a  loudly  beatiug  heart.  She  could  not  hclp  her  friend^  yet 
from  the  head  of  the  bed  ehe  followed  each  of  his  movements^ 
and  was  forced  to  admire  his  manly  beauty  as  he  held  in  sub- 
jection  the  po werf ul  man  before  whom  her  sick  uncle  had  shud« 
dered  in  cowardly  terror;  for  Iiis  eyes  flashed  in  fiery  splendor, 
and  the  insignificant  lower  part  of  Iiis  face  was  lengthened  by 
the  frii^ditful  exertion  which  he  had  imposed  n]>on  himst  lf  and 
brouirlit  it  into  harmony  with  tlie  liiirh  forclu-nd  and  thercsöt  of 
his  c'uunU  nanLc.  Her  soul  trembled  l'or  liim,  and  Aie  seemed 
to  reoot!;nizü  somerhinix  heroic  and  grand  in  him  Avliom  she  had 
hitlierio  oredited  with  uoihing  buL  supcrior  inteüigciice. 

For  minutes  the  contest  lastod,  when  Philippus  feit  the  arm  of 
the  Persian  relaxing  its  grasp,  and  now  he  called  to  Paula  to 
band  him  a  bandkerchief ,  a  rope,  or  something  wberewith  to 
bind  the  maniae. 

She  hurried  oif  into  the  next  room,  and  with  füll  proeence  of 
mind  picketl  up  her  kerchief,  tore  the  silk  sash  oft'  her  drcss, 
ran  back  with  them  both  to  tho  srono  of  mnllict,  and,  witli  the 
courage  of  a  man,  helped  the  sui  LTron  to  tie  down  ihc  liands  of 
tlio  raving  paticnt.  8he  undersluo<l  every  exchiniation,  every 
hiiit  o£  her  friend;  aud  wheu  the  «siavejs^  who  had  been  sumr 
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moned  bv  thc  nurse,  entcred  the  sick-room  they  fouiid  Has- 
Biui'ö  liandö  strappod  ürmly  togothcr,  aud  iiad  only  to  liiuder 
bis  jumping  from  side  to  side. 

Kow  Thilippus^  panting^  indicated  to  ihe  elaTes  hßw  they 
shonld  deport  themselyes,  and  as  he  then  began  to  f  timble  in 
themedicme  ehest  and  Paula  noticed  that  Iiis  purpli&h,  swollen 
fingers  shook,  she  took  out  the  bottle  at  which  he  was  aiming, 
mixed  a  draught  accoi-ding  to  his  prescription,  and  shrunk  not 
from  pouring  it  down  bctwccn  the  teeth  of  the  refractory 
patient,  which  had  to  be  o|>ened  by  l'orce. 

The  soothing  potion  composed  the  sick  man  in  a  few  min- 
utes,  and  soon,  witli  tili'  aid  of  the  experienced  nurse,  the  sur- 
geou  was  enabled  to  wash  and  rebaudage  the  wound. 

Meanwhile  the  orazy  girl  had  been  aronsed  by  the  noise 
made  by  the  Persian,  and  anxionflly  inquired  if  the  dog^  that 
bad  dog,  were  there.  But  she  speedÜy  allowed  herseif  to  be 
quieted  by  Paula,  and  answered  the  questions  ehe  put  to  lier  so 
rationally  and  tranquilly  that  her  nurse  had  the  doctor  cailed, 
and  he  feit  justified  inconfirming  Paula's  hope  that  afavorable 
change  had  taken  place  in  the  mental  conditioii  of  thcderaiiged 
girl.  What  she  said  souiided  phiintive  and  sweet;  and  when 
Paula  remarked  tliis  the  doctor  ubserved: 

**  Iti  times  of  sickness  one  learns  to  know  people.  The  wild 
girl,  wlio,  probably  witli  murduroiiö  inteut,  feil  upou  ihe  son  of 
tbis  hoase,  now  shows  her  genuinely  gentle  natore.  As  to  ^on 
fellow  there  be  is  a  man  of  power^  and  an  honest  fellow  mto 
the  bargain.  I'U  pledge  you  my  woid  for  itl*' 
,     What  gires  you  tbis  confidence?" 

Why,  even  when  deürious  he  did  not  onoe  Scratch  or  bite, 
and  always  defended  bim  seif  fairly  and  squarely.  My  thanks 
now  for  your  help;  had  3'on  not  liung  lliat  noose  aronnd  his 
hands  the  issue  oi  the  matter  might  have  been  a  very  dülerent 
one.*' 

"Ko,  indee^!**  answered  Panla,  decidedly.  "  How  streng 
you  are,  Philippus  I    Ono  laight  be  afraid  of  you. 

**  You?''  laughed  the  doctor.  "  You  are  rather  m  a  condi- 
tion  to  dismiss  fear  seeing  that  your  protector  is  no  veakling! 
Wbevl  A  little  rest  wonld  be  gratefm  noirV* 

Hereupon  she  handed  him  her  own  handkerchief,  and  while 
be  thankfully  used  it  for  wiping  his  brow,  and  with  difficul^ 
lestrained  his  desire  to  press  it  to  bis  Ups,  he  exclaimed>  cheer« 
fully: 

With  such  an  aid  all  must  go  well.  There  is  710  merit  in 
being  streng.  Anybody  ean  be  that  who  eomes  iuto  the  world 
with  Bouud  health  and  iirm  luuscles^  who  exercises  his  limba 
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dntifully,  as  I  uBod  to  do  as  a  boyand  vonth,  and  does  not  rma 
hie  patemal  inheritance  by  a  disdpated  lif e.   I  teil  yoa  what, 

thongh«  I  feit  the  touch  of  the  wrestler  in  those  hands;  but 
there  is  exoellent  wine  in  the  hall;  two  or  three  glasses  of  it 

would  do  me  good." 

So  saying,  the  two  repaired  to  the  next  room,  where  most  of 
the  iamps  had  been  akeady  extingniahed. 

Paula  poured  out  the  Juice  of  the  ffrape  for  him,  and  he 
emptied  the  glass,  taking  Ipng  draughts.   Meanwhile,  after 

plcdfrnis:  hör  health,  he  was  not  allowed  to  sip  Iiis  second 
glass,  lor  hardiy  had  he  put  it  to  Iiis  hps  before  a  noise  was 
heard  iu  the  Masdakite's  Chamber,  and  Kephoris  appeared. 

The  Mukaukas's  attentive  wife  had  not  budsred  f rom  her  hus- 
band's  conch;  no,  not  even  the  PerBiau's  bellowing  had  in- 
dueed  her  to  leave  her  post;  but  after  slie  liad  leanied  throiigh 
the  slaves  of  what  was  goiu^  on  up  tliere,  and  that  Paula  was 
ßtiU  in  attendance  upon  the  sick  man  along  with  the  doctor,  just 
as  Boon  as  her  hiisband  conlddispense  vith  her  Services  she  had 
gone  up  to  the  gaest-chambers^  to  speak  to  Fbilijipus  and  get 
him  to  rcmind  tne  girl  of  what  propriety  requir'id,  and  also  to 
inquire  about  those  queer  noises^  irith  wriich  hei  house  seemed 
filled,  although  at  this  hour  usually  as  still  as  ieath^  They 
issned  from  the  sick-rooms.  Orion,  was  jnst  retuming  with 
the  treasurer  Nilus,  who  hfid  been  summoned  bis  young 
master,  although  night  was  verging  toward  mornii  g.  Bat  to 
the  govemor's  wife  everything  seemed  portentous  on  this  dread- 
f  ul  day,  which,  by  the  way,  was  marked  on  the  call  ndar  as  an 
unlucky  one,  and  thus,  attended  by  her  husbaijd's  night- 
vatcher>  aad  holding  in  her  hand  a  uttle  reliquar^ ,  to  whidi 
ahe  ascribed  power  to  exordse  eyil  spirits,  she  m  nnted  the 
stairs. 

Qoickly  and  lightly  ahe  stepped  into  the  sick-itKmi,  and 
arriTed  there,  began  in  the  first  place  to  carry  the  nuH  tbrongh 

a  oourse  of  closo  questioning,  in  the  cross,  irritate  l  tone  of 
one  roused  from  her  slumbers.  Then  she  penetrato  *^  into  the 
hall,  where  Pliilippns  had  just  pledged  bis  friend  in  \  second 
glass,  Paula  standing  before  bim  with  iil-arranged  haii  and  un- 
girdled  rohe.  This  was  all  contrary  to  ('ustom  ,  ai  d  what 
should  not  be  suffered  in  her  house,  and  so  she  2)ereii\ptorily 
ordered  her  husl^and's  niece  to  retire.  After  all  thit  had 
been  ovcrlooked  in  her  to-day — no,  yesterday,  it  would  be  much 
more  beoomin^  in  her,  in  the  privacy  of  her  own  room  to  ^ve 
berself  to  meditation  and  prayer  to  her  Sayioar  for  the  exoi^cism 
of  the  lying  sphits  lÄiat  possessed  her  and  for  pardon  tlu  \  to 
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be  playing  sick-niirse  hero,  aiid  carrying  on  a  carousal  with  a 
young  man,  tliat,  the  nun  liad  just  told  her,  began  at  noon. 

Paula  silontly  listened  to  her,  but  more  than  once  the  color 
in  her  face  clianged;  bnt  when  Nephoris  finally  pointed  her 
the  way  to  the  door  with  her  finger,  she  Bummaaea  to  her  aid 
all  that  cool  pride  vhich  was  at  her  command  when  assailed  by 
nnworthy  aspersions,  and  said: 

' '  Your  meaning  is  easy  to  deciph  e  r.  I  woizld  not  condesccnd 
to  rcply  if  you  were  not  the  wifo  of  the  man  whom  I  rejoiced 
to  call  rnv  host  aiid  protector  before  you  prejudiced  him 
agaiust  nie,  and  who,  moreover,  is  my  kinsman.  As  you 
always  du,  you  now  Buspect  me  unjustly.  In  clobiug  agaii^st 
me  the  door  of  this  sacrcd  spot,  consecrated  to  the  use  of  ihe 
Sick,  at  the  sanie  time  you  drive  mo  out  of  your  house,  which 
you,  fuid  with  you  your  son — ^it  must  be  said  once  for  all — 
without  that  hare  made  into  a  hell  for  me.'* 

"I— I — ^and  with  me —  No,  that  is — that" — interposed 
the  matron,  gasping  for  breatli ,  ]  i  eaaing  both  hands  against 
her  heaving  ehest,  and  her  sali  » v  countenance  becoming 
suffused  with  glowing  red,  Tvliile  lightning  flashed  from  her 
eyes — "that  is — a  thoiisand  times  too  niiieh — a  thousand 
times,  do  you  hear?  And  l  -l  to  condescend  to  answer  her 
again  I  We  picked  her  up  oiil  of  the  street,  and  treated  her 
Yike  ü  daughter,  expended  absuixl  amounts  of  money  upou  her, 
and. now— " 

These  woids  had  been  addressed  to  the  doctor  rather  than 
the  girl  herseif,  but  Paula  accepted  her  challenge,  and  replied, 

in  a  tone  expressive  of  deep  contempt: 

And  now  I  dedare  to  you  solcmnly,  as  a  yonng  woman  of 
age,  free  to  manage  my  own  alt airs,  that  early  to-morrow  mom- 
ing,  with  all  tliat  is  mino,  I  shall  quit  Üm  liouse,  though  it  be 
as  a  beggar,  a  house  where  I  have  been  slianief  ully  insulted, 
myseif  and  my  faithfui  servant  falsely  condenmed,  and  he 
about  to  be  cruelly  muj-dered/' 

**  And  where  they  have  been  much  too  indulgent  to  yon,  in 
sparing  you  from  the  iaie  of  the  robber,  who  you  smuggied  in 
among  ns.  In  order  to  save  a  honse-breaker — such  a  thing 
was  neyer  heard  of — jon  have  dared  to  accnse  your  bene- 
factor^s  son  of  being  an  unjust  judge — 

"He  is  that  very  tliing!"  cried  Paula,  whose  Bpirit  was 
roused.  And  more  than  that!  The  child  that  you  yourself 
selected  for  bis  wife  has  been  mislcd  by  him  into  giving  false 
witTiess.  And  more,  mucli  more  oonld  f  teil  you  did  I  not  re- 
spect  the  mother  in  you,  and  did  not  your  husband  deserve  that 
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"Spare,  spare I*'  repeated  Nephoris,  soomfiilly.  "You 
spare  ob!  aocoaca  dispeiises  grace  and  spares^  spares  his 
judge!  But  you  sliall  be  forced,  yes,  forced,  to  speak.  And 
what  you,  base  slanderer,  haye  repeated  frQxa  the  lipe  o£  that 

false  witness — " 

It  is  3'ourowii  grandchild/'  intcrposed  the  doctor,  "  who 
must  conlirm  it,  noble  lady,  before  the  whole  world>  i£  you  do 
not  compose  yourself." 

Thereupon  Nephoris  convulsively  laugbed  and,  beside  her- 
ßclf  with  passion,  couUuucd: 

**  So  tnat  is  the  way  matters  stand,  do  they?  The  hallowed 
dck-ehamber  you  tum  into  the  temple  of  Bacchus,  of  Venus; 
and  not  eatisfied  with  tbis  ruthless  desecration,  you  have  leagued 
yourselves  togcther  to  phmge  an  honorable  house  into  misery 
and  diflgraceP'  Then  leaiung  her  left  liand,  which  hM  the 
reliquary,  lipon  her  hip,  slie  ejaciüated,  vehemently:  Then 
von  shali  liavo  vonr  way.  Go  wherevcr  you  choose,  yon  nn- 
gratcful,  bad  thiiig!  If  I  find  von  in  tlie  palaco  at  noon  to- 
morrow  I'll  have  you  put  iuto  the  street  by  tlie  police;  for  you 
— tliis  poor,  tortured  heart  of  mine  shall  vont  its  feelings  for 
ouce — you,  you,  you  aro  repulsive  to  me!  1  hate  youl  Your 
yeiy  existeaace  yexes  me  ana  brings  misf ortnne  upon  me,  and 
US  all,  and  besides— besides  that  i  hold  dear  the  emeralds  that 
we  haye — 

With  thLs  most  seyere  speech,  which  ehe  had  giren  utterance 

to  despite  the  better  feelings  of  her  natiu-e,  her  soul  seemed  to 
have  rid  itself  of  a  himdred  pound  weight,  for  ehe  drew  a  deep 
breath,  and  tnrncd  to  the  pliysician  in  a  manner  much  more 
gentle  and  considerati'  tliaii  before,  and  said: 

**  As  reganls  you,  Pliilippus,  my  husband  has  notified  you  of 
the  offer  makc  you,  and  you  know  George 's  open.  band. 
Perhaps  you  muy  liiink  oi'  a  better  one,  and  will  look  into—*' 

Ir'  interposed  the  physician,  with  a  lofty  smile.  "  Do 
you  really  know  me  so  ül,  Lady  Kephoris?  Your  husband,  I 
graut,  IS  cherished  by  me,  and  if  he  needs  me,  he  need  only 
send  after  me.  Unsummoned,  I  shall  never  more  cross  this 
threshold,  wbere  law  is  trampled  under  foot,  and  defenseless 
innocence  vilified  and  thrown  into  despair.  Yes,  you  may  well 
look  at  me  in  astoni>hnient!  Your  son  has  polliited  the  judg- 
meut  seat  of  Iiis  fatiiers,  and  the  blood  of  tlio  innoeeiit  Iiiram 
reöts  upon  bis  liiad:  but  von  just  go  ou  loving  your  emeralds. 
Paula  will  not  ton«  h  11k m;  die  is  too  bigb-miuded  to  name 
you  liim  l'ruui  wbom  yuu  would  do  well  tu  lock  them  up  in  tbe 
depths  of  your  lowest  cellar!  AVbut  I  have  just  heard  from 
your  own  Ups  sunders  eyery  tio  that  timo  had  linked  between 
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tt&  I  do  not  want  any  estate^  no  specions  oomplmients^  no 
gift  of  body  or  mind  f rom  my  f riends,  or  ahall  I  aaj  f rom  my 
near  acquaintances;  but  one  comnioa  Boil  we  miist  have,  that 
of  a  right  Intention.    Tins  dUl  not  com6  witli  you  into  the 

World,  or  eise  you  lost  it,  and  l'rom  this  moment  I  will  and 
must  be  a  stransrer  to  von  and  nev(  r  waut  to  see  you  again^ 
save  witli  yoiir  liu.^ljand,  wlien  lio  asks  for  nie. 

These  last  words  had  such  a  nicasurcd,  irrevorahlo  suaud 
that  they  terrific4  Kephoris  and  dcprived  her  h^  i  bclf- 
possession.  She  had.  becu  treatcd  as  a  vile  pei*son  dc8Lu  \  in^  of 
contempt  by  that  man  whose  Station  shelooKed  down  upon,  bat 
wbom  sbe  nad  always  esteemed  as  the  most  upright  and  purest 
of  mankindy  the  man  whom  her  hosband  could  not  do  without, 
because  hc  coiüd  bring  him  Bome  alleviation  to  Iiis  suü'ering, 
and  restrain  him  from  excossive  use  of  narcotics.  Far  and 
near  he  was  the  only  doctor  of  any  note.  This  hateful 
Dama.^ccno  throatened  also  to  deprivelior  of  this  usefnl  holper, 
whohad  saved  the  lifo  of  little  Maria  and  many  of  her  servants, 
and  she  who  feit  firmly  ooiivim  ixl  that  no  one  could  excel  her 
as  a  dcvotcd  wife  and  mother,  iiow  saw  herseif  coutenmed  as  a 
wretch  to  be  avoided  by  a  good  man. 

This  was  too  much>  and  tortured  by  indignation,  vexation 
and  genuine  distress^  her  eyes  were  moistened  with  tears  as  ehe 
thus  lamented: 

What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this?  You  who  know  me  and 
haye  been  a  witness  to  my  management^  turn  your  back  upon 
me  in  my  own  house  and  point  at  me  the  nnger  of  scorni 
Have  I  not  always  been  a  true  wife,  who  has  nursed  her  hus- 
band  for  years,  not  forsaken  his  sick  bed-and  thought  of  noth- 
ing but  lessening  his  sullerings?  I  have  shut  myself  up  hko  a 
nun,  from  a  senso  of  dnty  and  wifely  devotion,  while  other 
wouicn,  witli  i'evver  temptations,  give  themselves  up  to  pleasure 
and  parade.  And  where  are  slaves  moi-e  abundantly  provided 
for  and  more  frequently  set  free  than  in  our  house?  Where  is 
the  beggar.BO  sure  of  alms  as  at  our  home^  which  I  maintain 
solely  in  the  interests  of  piety?  And  now  for  the  sake  of  this 
ungratef  ul,  unloving  nieco,  am  I  suddenly  to  be  considered  of 
no  account,  unfit  to  be  shone  upon  by  the  light  of  the  sun,  and 
a  good  man  like  yourself  renounces  friendship  with  me  be- 
cause,  because — how  did  you  call  it  just  now.'* — becauiie  the 
spirit  iri  lackhig,  or  whatever  you  called  the  thing  that  one 
must  liave  in  order  to — *' 

**  It  is  called  a  ijood  disposition,''  iuterposed  the  physician, 
who  feit  sorry  for  &e  troubled  womaii  whom  he  knew  in  fact 
tp  possess  many  good  qualities.     Is  that  quality  a  thing  quite 
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new  to  yon,  Lady  Nephoris?  It  is  bom  with  ns,  bat  a  stnmg 

wiU  can  exalt  a  disposition  innately  less  noble^  while  a  weaK 
one  caa  injuie  one  naturally  good,  and^  on  the  judgment-day^ 
i£  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  deeds  will  not  be  taken  into  cal- 
culation,  but  just  tfic  Intention.  It  ill  bcseoms  me  to  find  fault 
with  you,  but  it  is  aiiowable  for  me  to  pity  you,  for  I  perceivo 
in  you  that  sickness  of  Boul  which  is  parallel  to  a  Cancer  on  the 
body— 

"  And  this  too!*'  exclaimed  Kephoris. 
"  This  sickness,"  continued  the  doctor,  nothing  daunted, 
batred^  I  mean.  Buch  a  pious  ChiistiaA  as  yourself  ought  to 
kuowbowto  guard  against  likeathief  ui  the  night  it  bas 
penetrated  to  your  heart,  has  eaten  it  away»  has  corrupted 
your  blood^  and  misled  you  to  act  towai-d  an  orphan  hau*dly 
bestridden  by  calamity  like  the  person  who  throws  stoiios  and 
arrows  in  the  path  of  the  blind  that  he  may  stumble  and  fall. 
If  von  care  a  littlc  for  my  opinion,  as  it  seems,  then  beg  Paula's 
pardon  ere  tslic  forsakes  your  houso  for  the  hatred  with  which 
you  have  pursued  her  for  years,  and  for  the  unheard-of  insults 
wliicli  you  have  iust  heaped  upon  her,  in  addition  to  your 
other  injuries,  making  an  accusation  which  you  did  not  beiieve 
in  jouiself/' 

Herenpon  Paula  tumed  the  gaze  npon  KephonB,  with  which 
fihe  had  been  intently  following  the  doctor  during  his  dis- 
oouise^  and  loosened  her  clasped  hands  that  lay  folded  iji  her 
lap,  ready  to  off  er  her  right  band  to  her  unole's  wife,  if  she 
were  Willing,  altliougli  her  lesolre  to  quit  the  govemor'B  man- 
Bion  was  not  a  whit  shaken. 

Meanwhile  a  sore  conflict  was  raging  in  the  sonl  of  the 
governor's  wifc.  She  feit  that  she  had  often  acted  unkindlj 
toward  Paula;  that  a  painful  mystery  still  hung  over  the 
emerald  theft  she  had  reluctantlv  admitted  to  herseK  before 
her  yifdt  to  the  sick-room.  She  knew  that  ehe  would  be  ren> 
dering  her  hnsband  a  great  Service  if  she  could  persnade  bis 
niece  to  remain  with  them,  and  the  doctor  she  herseif  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  retain;  but  how  deeply  had  she  and  her 
son  been  humiliated  just  now by  thishaughty  creatuiei  Shoold 
ßhe  humble  lierself  in  the  presence  of  one  so  much  younger 
than  herseif,  and  off  er  her  her  band;  should  she —  Kow  was 
heard  the  silver  basin,  into  which  her  luHl  iand  cast  a  ball  when 
ho  wanted  her.  Iiis  pale,  suffering  eountenance  rose  up  be- 
fore her  miiid's  eye;  she  heard  him  usk  after  his  jmrtner  at 
di'aughts,  sliü  saw  his  mclancholy,  roproachf  ul  look  Avhen  he 
should  leam  on  the  monrow  that  she,  Nephoris,  had  driren 
hernieoe,  the  noble  Thomas's  daughter,  out  of  their  house^  and 
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H€fw  obeyin^  a  sndden  impiilse,  she  drew  near  to  Paula^  hold- 
iug  tbe  reüqiiiiry  in  her  left  hand,  and  offering  the  other  to 
flhake  Lands  with  her,  and  said^  Boftly: 

**  Only  fihake  hands,  girll  I  ought  to  have  acted  differently 

toward  you  maiiy  a  time;  but  why  did  you  never  make  the 
slightest  attempt  to  win  my  love?   God  ib  my  witoesa  that  in 

the  beginning  I  would  gladly  have  treated  you  as  my  own 
daughter,  but  you —  Nevor  mind.  we'll  drop  thati  I  am  ßorry 

now  ever  to  have  hurt  j^our  f eelingH. 

Tlie  first  words  had  hardly  droppal  from  her  bps  cre  Paula 
laid  lier  liand  iu  that  of  the  matron.  Her  own  was  cold  ]ike 
marble,  that  of  her  aunt  bot  and  moist,  aud  il  was  as  IhouLdi 
their  hauds  feit  the  Bamo  re])iilsi()n  as  their  hearte,  for  boih 
ludies  were  conscious  oi  it,  aud  kd  Liicm  drop  alter  they  had 
been  clasped  ouly  a  brief  instant  Aa  Paula  withdrew  hers, 
die  maintained  a  beooming  deportment  better  than  the  older 
lady,  and  said  in  a  quiet  tone^  bat  with  glowing  cheeks: 

''Then  we^  try  to  part  withont  mntnal  ill-will^  and  I 
thank  you  for  renderiug  this  possible  for  me.    Early  in  the 

morning  I  trust  that  I  äall  bc  allowcd  to  depart  in  peaoe  by 
tbe  uncle  wbo  is  dear  to  me  and  litth  Maria. 

**  But  you  have  uo  louger  any  need  to  go;  on  the  contrary, 
I  bescech  von  to  stay/'  eair<'rly  mterposed  the  governor's  wife. 

George  Avill  not  bear  of  your  departure;  you  know  bow  muck 
you  are  to  bim." 

**  Ile  has  often  ])eeM  like  a  father  to  me,''  answei'ed  Paula, 
tears  l^eginniiiiz;  to  glisteii  in  her  eyes  likcwiöe.  **  Therefore  I 
should  gladly  have  tarried  to  tbe  end.  Nevertbelesß,  I  am. 
positively  goiug.  *' 

Aud  what  if  your  uncle  should  join  bis entreaties tomine?'' 

"  It  would  be  m  vain.*' 

Once  more  Kcphoris  seized  the  young  girl's  hand^  and  tried 
with  unaffected  eagerness  to  induce  her  to  remain;  and  yet 
Paula  stood  firm  and  stuck  to  her  lesolution  to  leare  the 
governor*8  manslon  the  next  day. 

But  where  will  you  find  directly  a  spot  Buitable  for  a  new 
bome?"  exclaimed  Kepboris,  "  asbciter  appropriate  for  you?" 

"  Let  that  l)e  my  care!"  spoke  up  the  sur^rf'on.  Believe 
me^  nohle  lady,  it  is  the  best  for  all  parties  that  Paula  should 
chaiige  her  place  of  al)o(li'.  ()?dy  onc  iliinpr  more:  I  hope  that 
ßhe  will  be  persuaded  to  remaiu  iu  Memphis,  at  least  for  tbe 
present. 

Hereupon  Kepboris  exclaimed: 

**  Wim  TOS,  mth  us  only  is  her  natural  home.   Perhaps  for 
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your  uncle's  sakc  God  will  turn  your  heart,  and  wc  shall  begin 
all  iogether  a  new  and  more  pleasant  lif e. " 

Panla'B  onlj  reply  was  by  a  shake  oi  her  head,  and  yet  Ne- 
phoris  did  not  peroeire  it^  becattfie^  for  the  thlid  time,  ihe 
metallic  ring  made  itself  heard,  and  it  was  her  daty  to  answer 
the  summona 

As  soon  as  she  had  left  the  room^  Paula  diew  a  breath  o£  re- 

lief  and  cxclaimed: 

Heavens,  bat  it  was  liard  to  rofrain  from  taunting  her  to 
her  face  witli  the  sliameful  crime  of  her  reckless  son.  No,  no, 
notliiiig  would  liave  iuduced  mc  to  do  that;  but  I  can  not  teil 
you  liow  the  mere  Bight  of  tiiiö  woman  cxcites  mo,  and  liow 
light  at  heart  1  have  feit  since  the  bridges  have  been  brokcu 
that  bonnd  me  to  tiiis  hotise  and  to  Memphis.'' 

"  To  Memphis?''  asked  the  surgeon. 

"  Tesl"  answered  Paula,  with  animation.  I  want  to  he 
gono,  far,  far  from  horo,  from  the  neighborhood  of  this  woman 
and  her  sonl  AVhither?  Whetixer  to  Sym  or  Greece— any- 
where  suits  mc,  tliat  bears  me  away  from  this  place." 
And  nie,  your  fricnd?"  askod  Philip. 
Your  memory  will  go  with  me  inscribed  upon  a  gratelul 
heart. " 

The  pliysician  smiled  liere,  as  tliongli  sonieUiing  liad  turned 
out  according  to  bis  expectatiou,  and  said,  after  brief  con- 
sideration: 

And  where  and  how  will  the  Nabbathaean  find  yon  if  he 
aotnaUy  disoovers  your  father  in  the  hermit  of  Monnt  Sinai?" 

This  question  sniprised  and  shocked  Paula,  and  Phihppus  now 
bronght  forward  every  motive  he  could  think  <>f  t()  convince  her 
of  the  necessity  for  her  stay  in  the  City  of  the  Pyramids.  The 
ncxt  thing  to  be  done  was  the  rostoration  of  lier  nursc  to  free- 
dom,  and  he  could  promise  her  his  co-operatioii  in  efTectiiig 
tJiis,  and  all  that  he  snggested  hüd  so  wise  a  reference  to  cir- 
cumbtances  Uiat  niu^t  be  considcrofl  and  facts  oxinting  or  likcly 
to  occur  tliai  blic  was  astonislied  ut  the  consideraiiou  and  prac- 
tical  seuse  of  the  man  with  whom  she  had  been  accustomed  to 
discuss  only  abstract  matters,  and  chiefly  for  the  sake  of  her 
&ther  and  Perpetua^  bat  idso  in  the  hope  of  enjoying  his  So- 
ciety she  consented,  at  least  for  the  present^  to  remain  in  Mem* 
phis  and  take  up  her  residence  with  one  of  her  ovvn  faith — a 
iriend  of  Philippus,  through  wliosc  anecdotes  she  had  long  becn 
acquainted  with,  and  thcre  to  await  the  further  development  of 
her  destiny.  To  In-  nt  adistance  1Voiu  OrioTi,  nover,  nevcr  to 
See  him  a<^ain  was  liie  mo>r  l'ervt  iü:  wi.sli  oT  lier  heart.  Anv 
fiituatiou  äeemed  guod  to  her  where  siie  need  Imve  no  feai'  oi 
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meeting  liim.  Slie  hutid  him,  aurl  feit  that  her  lioart  could 
never  be  at  rest  so  lon*^  ms  this  püöiSibiliiy  existed.  8hc  longed, 
moreovcr,  to  bu  rid  of  tlie  desire  to  follow  Iiis  further  carecr, 
vhich  again  and  again  hannted  her  with  a  stränge  and  dread- 
f ul  pertinacitj.  For  this  reason^  and  this  only,  ehe  longed  to 
depart;  and  could  hardly  he  satiäfied  hy  the  pnysician's  assur- 
ance  that  her  new  host  would  know  how  to  defend  her  against 
any  unwelcome  visitor.  Furthermore,  Philippus  said  that  ehe 
need  only  call  upon  him  to  be  made  secure  against  intrusion. 

As  the  two  partcd,  tlic  sun  was  rising  from  behind  the  east- 
em  hüls;  and  as  tliey  bade  farewell  Paula  said: 

To-morrow,  then,  bcgms  a  new  life  for  me;  and  with  your 
help  T  can  well  imsraine  that  it  will  shape  itself  morc  auspi- 
ciouslv'  thau  the  pa^t  ono/'  and  the  doetor  cheerfully  rejoined: 
For  me  this  new  life  began  on  yesterday.*' 


OHAPTER  Xiy. 

THE  FARTINfl. 

Bbtween  moming  and  noon  Maria  sat  under  the  same 
eycaninrt -trccs  which  had  yesterday  been  the  witnesses  of  poor 
Oatharino's  bricf  dream  of  love  and  blis's.  8he  was  seated  on 
a  low  cane  cliair  beside  her  governess  Jiudoxia,  niidfr  whose 
super  Vision  slie  was  to  transcribe  the  ten  commandnients  irom 
a  ftreek  catechism. 

Overcome  by  the  increasing  heat  and  perfume  of  the  flowers, 
the  teacher  had  fallen  aaleep^  and  her  scholar's  task  was  laid 
aside. 

With  tearful  eyes  she  was  gazing  upon  the  mussei  sheUs  with 
which  the  walk  was  graveled^  and  employing  her  long  ruler  in 
scratcliinir  idly  among  thom  ui  the  beginning,  but  tlien  in  trac- 
ing  by  their  means  the  words  "  Paula  "  and  Parila,  Maria's 
Favorite  "  in  great  capital  letters.  Only  a  butterlly  foUowing 
the  movement  of  the  wood  now  and  then  caused  a  briiTht  look 
to  flit  across  her  sweet  Httle  face,  whence  the  dark  spirit  of 
*'  grief  "  had  not  ssucceeded  in  whoUy  baniöhing  chcert'uinoss. 
Nevertheless,  her  heart  was  aching.  As  around  her,  so  through- 
out  the  whole  garden  and  house  silence  reigned;  for  her  grand- 
faüier's  condition  had  hecome  aensibly  worse  since  hefore  sun* 
rise,  and  every  noise  had  fco  be  kept  far  from  him. 

Maria  was  just  thmking  about  the  poor  jiatient — how  much 
hc  had  to  sutfer,  and  how  grieved  he  woidd  be  at  parting  from 
Paula,  wlien  Catharine  ;{]>]iroached  her  through  the  aveuue. 

Ti^  fiixteen-year-old  giri  did  bat  little  honor  to-day  to  her 
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name  of  huinining-bird,  for  her  dainty  littlo  fcot  draggod  slowly 
tlirough  tlie  gravel,  her  head  hung  down  wearicdly,  aud  if  oue 
of  the  thousands  of  insects  that  disported  themselYes  in  the 
simny  mominff  air  did  bat  come  near  her  die  initably  Struck 
at  it  inih  her  f an. 

When  she  reached  Maria  she  gave  her  the  accastomed  mom- 
mg  salutation^  but  was  responded  to  only  by  a  reluctant  nod^ 
while  the  little  girl  half  tumed  her  back  upon  her,  and  oon- 
fcinued  designing  ncr  inscription. 

Cathariue,  howL  vor,  paid  no  heed  to  this  cool  welcome,  but 
beean  sympathctically. 

Is  it  true  that  your  poor  graiuipapa  iß  not  so  weil  to-day?'* 

Maria  slirugged  her  Shoulders. 
They  even  say  that  he  is  right  dangerously  sick.    I  heard 
Phümpiis  say  so  myself 

*^  Thait,  indeed?^'  remarked  Maria,  withoot  looking  at  her 
older  friend,  continuing  to  amuse  herseif  as  before. 

**  Orion  is  with  him,  '  Catharine  went  an  to  say.  "  And  so 
Paula  is  actually  going  to  leave?" 

The  child  sileiitly  gave  a  nod  of  aasent,  and  her  swoUen  eyes 
filled  aiiew  with  tears. 

For  the  first  time  Catharine  perceived  that  tho  littlc  girl 
looked  sad  and  did  not  ntter  voluntarily  a  Single  word.  At 
any  other  time  ehe  would  liave  disturbed  lierself  little  about 
this,  but  to-day  her  sileuce  wounded  her;  it  ülied  her  with  mis- 
giTing,  and  so  ehe  sat  down  oppodte  to  Maria,  who  contmaed, 
"witiiont  mtermifision,  to  handle  her  raier,  and  said,  distinctly 
and  with  feeling: 

It  seems  aa  if  I  had  fallen  out  of  your  good  graces  since 
y^terday.  As  you  choose;  bat  I  teil  you  iSiat  I  do  not  like 
such  rudencss. " 

Tlicse  last  scntences  had  bcen  heard  by  the  govemess,  who 
ha^l  beeu  awakened  by  the  liigli  koy  of  Cathariue^s  voice,  and 
assuni  in  er  a  dignified  attitndc,  slie  asked^  sevurely: 

**  lluw  must  one  bohave  to  duar  guests,  Maria?" 

**  I  see  uo  such  person  here,^'  answ  ered  the  child,  pursing  up 
her  lips  defiantly. 

But  I  dol  exdaimed  the  goTemess.  "  Ton  are  behaT* 
ing  Uke  a  yonng  savage,  not  like  a  young  lady  brought  up  in 
Greek  style.  Catharine  is  no  longer  a  cliild,  if  she  does  oonde« 
scend  often  to  play  with  you.  Qo  directly  and  heg  her  pardon 
for  this  naughty  speech. " 

"IP^'asked  the  cliikl;  and  her  tone  gave  the  most  decided 
refusal  to  obey  this  order.  Thea  ehe  jmnped  up  and  ex- 
daimed, with  sparkliog  eyes: 
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**  We  are  no  Greeks,  neither  she  nor  I,  IT  you  want  to  liear 
Üwt  onoe  more.  She  is— is— is  no  moie  my  dear  guest,  my 
friend.  No^  we  liaye  nothing>  nothing  at  all  to  do  wiÜi  one 
another!" 

**  Are  you  mad?'*  cried  Eudoxia,  her  long  face  now  wearing 
a  fhieat^ung  aepect^  whüe  in  spite  of  the  growing  heat  of  ths 
day  she  arose  from  her  capacioiis  easy-cliair  and  advanced  upon 
her  pupil  as  thongh  prepared  to  force  lier  to  apologize.  Maria, 
however,  was  nimblür  thaii  the  eklerly  Greek;  and  boundiiig, 
flew  down  the  avenue  toward  the  river  with  the  fleetness  of  a 
gazelle. 

Eudoxia  sought  to  follow,  but  was  6oon  overcome  by  the 
beat;  and  as  she  pansed»  panting  and  exhaustcd^  she  saw  Gath- 
arine,  like  her  old  eelf  ^ain^  shoot  past  her^  pursuing  the  child 
with  a  yelodfy  that  ms&  her  shudaer. 

Maria,  soon  perceiving  that  she  was  pursued  by  Catharine 
alone,  moderated  her  paco,  and  nnder  the  shelter  of  a  t^dl 
shrub  waited  for  tlie  friend  whom  shu  had  renounced.  Soon 
elie  was  facing  her  l^  ith  glowiug  cheeks,  seizing  both  her  hands 
and  sayiiig,  indignantly: 

AVhat  was  that  you  said  just  now?  You — ^you —  If  I  did 
not  kiiow  what  an  uppish  little  creaturo  you  were,  I  would  be 
ready—-'* 

You  woold  be  ready  to  accuse  me  falsely!  But  let  me  go 
now,  or  III  bite  yonP'  And  when  Catharine^  uponthis  threat« 
freed  her  hands,  she  continued,  stiU  more  violently^  Oh,  ohl 
I  have  leamed  to  know  you  since  yestcrday!  And  if  you  want 
to  hear  it  again  1^11  let  you  know  that  I  want  no  such  friend! 
You  should  sink  into  the  earth  for  very  shamo  on  account  of 
the  sin  which  you  liave  committcd.  I  am  just  tcn  yeara  old, 
but  before  I  would  have  done  such  a  thing  1  had  rather  be 
lockcd  Up  in  that  bot  hole  with  poor,  innocent  Perpetua — I 
bad  ratlier  be  put  to  death  as  you  are  going  to  do  with  poor 
Hiram,  honest  man  that  he  is.   Fy!  fy! 

Catharine's  glowing  cheeks  had  turned  pale  at  these  words, 
and  becanse  she  had  nothing  to  say  in  her  defense,  she  tosaed 
ber  bead  and  replied  aspronmyand  Buperciliouslyas  sbe  oould: 

"  What  does  a  duld  like  you  know  of  things  äiat  pnzzle  the 
brains  of  grown  peopler' 

"  Grown  people!  laughed  Maria^  who  was  hardly  three 
inclies  shorter  than  her  Opponent.  Orow  to  the  proper  size 
before  you  call  yourself  a  grown  lady.  In  two  yearsyou  will 
just  reacb  up  to  my  eyes." 

Now  the  blood  mounted  to  the  head  of  the  sprightly  Kgyp- 
^iou,  aud  ähe  gave  the  child  a  rousing  slap  on  the  face;  but 
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Maria  stood  before  her  as  if  peh  ifiecl,  and  after  castiiig  hereyes 
down  for  a  miiuitc,  and  without  uttcring  a  complainfc,  she 
tui'ned  her  back  upon  the  other,  and  süently  walked  back  into 
the  sbady  arenue. 

Catharüie  followed  her  with  moist  eyes.  She  feit  fhat  Ifaria 
was  justified  in  disapproving  of  whafc  she  had  done  yesterday; 
for  ahe  herseif  had  not  been  able  to  get  any  slcep^  and  was 
more  and  more  Coming  to  the  conviction  that  she  had  acted 
badly,  yes,  impardonably.  Xow  she  had  again  done  somcthing 
inexcusable!  She  feit  tliat  she  had  aclded  to  the  child's  aÜlic- 
tions,  and  this  iH'ally  gricved  her.  Like  a  servant-maid  ehe 
silently  followc-d  Maria  at  some  distaiice.  Gladiy  she  woidd 
have  cuLiglit  liold  of  her  skirt,  spokcn  kindly  to  her,  yes,  im- 
plored  her  forgiveness;  and  as  die  drew  near  the  spot  where 
the  governess  had  again  thrown  herseU  back  in  her  easy-chair, 
posing  as  the  nnfortimate  victim  of  £gy])tian  heat^  Catharine 
called  Maria  by  name,  and  upon  her  decHning  to  listen,  she 
placed  her  band  on  her  Shoulder  and  said^  softiy.and  plead- 
jngly: 

'  Pardon  me  for  hnving  so  far  forgotten  myself ;  but  how 
can  I  help  heing  so  smaii  Yoa  know,  indeed,  if  anybody 
teases  nie  about  it — " 

**  Then  you  get  angry  and  slap  theni,''  replied  tho  child, 
Walking  on.  "  l3efore  yesteitlay  I  would  probablyhave  langhed 
at  tiiuL  box  ou  my  ear,  for  it  would  not  have  been  Llic  first  1 
had  gotten  from  you,  or  eise  I  should  baye  retnmed  it,  but  just 
now,^'  and  as  she  spoke  she  shuddered  mYoluntarily, jnst  now 
I  feit  as  tboiigh  a  Black  slaye  bad  passed  bis  dirty  band  across 
my  cheek.  You  are  not  the  same  as  you  were.  Tonstep 
qnite  difEerently,  and,  depend  upon  it,  yoa  donot  look  so  pretty 
and  merry  as  you  uscd  to  do,  and  I  know  wby;  yesterday  eyen- 
ing  you  committed  a  great  sin  . " 

But,  my  precious,"  jjieaded  her  companion,  "you  must 
not  be  so  liard  upon  me.  Perhaps  I  did  not  actiially  say  every- 
thing  I  knew  before  the  jndges;  but  Orion,  who  holds  me  so 
dear,  aiid  whose  wii'o  1  am.  to  be — " 

He  betrayed  von  into  that  sinl^'  cried  the  little  girL  He 
too  was  good  and  gay  and  friendly  until  yesterday;  bnt  smce 
then —  Oh,  tbat  miserable  day!^' 

Here  she  was  interrupted  hy  the  govemess  Eudoxia,  who 
oyerwbelmed  her  with  aflood  of  reproaches,  and  finally  or* 
dered  her  to  resume  her  work. 

Unresistinj^lv  the  chikl  obeved  this  direction.  aiul  vet  sho 
had  linrdly  righted  her  wax  tablet  before  Catliuriiie  was  again 
at  her  äide  whiBpering  to  her  that  certaudy  Orion  had  ouly  said 
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what  lio  ttioiigiit  to  hocorrrrt:  nm\  as  for  horsolf,  she  had  really 
and  tiuly  Ix'un  in  duubt  as  to  wlit  thcr  thopi  iulantfrom  Paiüa's 
chain  had  beou  a  gern  with  a  gold  case  or  a  mero  piece  of  gold 
plate. 

Hereupon  Maria  turiied  upoii  lier  suddenly  and  hotly,  and, 
in  Order  not  to  be  understood  by  Eiidozia,  addressed  her  re- 
marks  to  her  in  her  native  Egyptian  tongue,  of  which  tho 
Greek  had  acomed  to  leam  even  a  Single  word* 

"  A  wretched  l  it  f  gold  plate,  jagged  at  the  edge,  hnng 
npon  that  pretty  ciuün,  and,  moreover,  got  cauglit  in  your 
dress.  It  is  before  me  now!  And  if  you  swore  before  tlio 
jiKlü;^^  f]mt  it  was  a  gern,  thcn  yon  told  a  lie.  Lof)k,  hcn'  are 
tiic  coinniaiKlnu'uts  srivon  by  the  bl<'s«od  Lon]  (J<»(1  hiiuscif 
upon  Moimt  Siiuii,  and  hero  it  is  writlen  '  'Vh^n  shalt  not 
bear  falöc  witiifsn  a<^'ainst  thy  ncidibor/  and  dot-^i  so, 

the  priest  hiu  tlccUiicd  to  me  is  giiilly  of  a  deadly  siii  for  which 
thero  is  no  forgiveness,  either  ou  earth  or  in  heaven,  witliout 
doing  heavy  penanoe  and  obtaining  the  especial  graoe  ol  onr 
Sayiour.  Thos  it  is  vritten;  and  you^  how  oould  you  say  be- 
fore the  jndges  what  is  false  and  untnie  andmustruinothers?" 

The  one  whom  she  aeeused  looked  down  in  shame  and  con- 
fnsion,  answering  with  hcsitancy: 

"  Orion  had  asserted  it  so  firmly  and  positively,  and  then — 
I  do  not  kiiow  myselt  what  came  over  me — but  1  was  so  bad, 
ßo—    I  could  have  kilkd  her!" 

AVho?"  a.ski  (l  Maria,  in  bewilderment. 

**  You  know — Paula. " 

'*  Her?"  asked  Maria,  and  her  large  eyes  fiUed  again  witL 
tears.  *^  Ib  it  possible!  Yon  used  to  love  her  just  as  much  as 
I  do,  did  yon  not?  Did  you  not  often  stick  to  her  like  any 

burr?"' 

Yes,  to  be  snre!  But  she  stood  there  before  the  judges 
lookpig  so  horribly  proud;  and  then —  But  really  and  tnuy» 
Marja,  you  can  not  imd erstand  all  tliisi" 

Can  1  not?"  asked  the  child,  cro-.-iiifi-  her  arms.  How 
silly  do  you  take  me  to  be?  Yon  are  liuad  over  cars  in  love 
with  Orion;  and  becaiise  Paula  Inoks  like  a  queen  compared 
ivith  you,  and  is  so  much  niore  beauUi'ul  and  taller  than  you, 
and  Orion  himself — I've  seen  it  with  my  own  eyes — up  to  yes- 
terday  cared  a  thousand  times  more  about  her  than  you,  you 
have  grown  jealous  and  enyious  of  her.  Oh^  I  know  all  abont 
it!  I  know,  too,  that  all  the  women  fall  in  love  with  In'm,  and 
that  they  cut  off  Mandana's  ears  on  Iiis  account,  and  that  hii 
Bweetheart  at  Constantinoplc  sent  him  that  little  white  dog. 
The  jnaid-servants  teil  me  all  that  they  know — as  much  $»  l 


Digitized  by  Google 


160 


IHE  BBIDE  OF  THE  SILE, 


choose.  And  you  have  good  reason,  too,  to  be  jealous  of 
Paula,  for  if  he  coiild  make  it  up  with  her,  dear  me!  ho  woidd 
never  look  at  you  agaüi,  I  cau  teil  you!  Shc  iö  the  loveliest, 
wiBBst^  best  girl  in  tbe  whole  world;  and  wh^  shoidd  ebe  not  be 

Eroud?  The  &Ise  witness  that  you  bore  will  oost  poor  Hiram 
is  life;  may  the  good  Savionr  forgive  you  at  last  It  is  yonr 
affair  and  none  ofmine;  but  tliat  Paula  must  leave  this  house 
on  your  account  so  that  I  shall  never,  never,  never  see  her 
again,  wliether  I  can  forget  that,  I  know  not,  but  TU  pray  to 
God  to  help  me  to  do  so/' 

So  saying,  she  broko  f  orth  into  loud  sobbing";  and  the  tcaclior 
Lad  already  arisen  to  put  an  end  to  tho  conversation  that  she 
did  not  understand,  and  that  therefore  seenied  to  her  disagree- 
able  aud  irksonic,  wheu  Cathariiie  thrcw  lierseLt:  down  on  her 
knees  before  the  child,  encirded  her  in  her  arms,  and  likewiBe 
melting  into  tears,  cried  out: 

M^ia,  dear  litde  Maria,  forgiye  me.  Oh,  if  yon  knew 
what  I  suffered  already  before  I  camo  here!  Pardon  me, 
Maria;  once  more  be  my  good,  sweet  littlc  Maria!  Certainly, 
certainly  you  are  a  great  deal  better  than  I  am!  To  what, 
dear  Saviour,  to  what  did  I  lowcr  myself  yesterday  evening, 
and  through  liim,"only  through  Iii  tu.  whom  nobody  can  help 
lüving — only  through  Orion!  Will  von  beliove  it?  I  do  not  at 
all  know  wliy  he  led  nie  into  tliis  sin!  lUit  I  must  try  not  to 
favor  him  ;iny  more,  to  forget  liim  aitogother,  although, 
although —  Ouly  to  think,  that  he;  he  called  me  bis  be- 
tro^ed;  bat  seeing  that  he  has  deceived  me  eo  can  I  venture 
to  become  bis  wife?  The  whole  night  through  I  got  no  rest 
Love  him— 4o  I  love  him?  You  know  not  how  much;  but  I 
can  not  be  his.  I  woiild  ratlior  go  into  the  convent  or  cast 
myself  into  the  Nile,  and  all  this  I'il  teil  to  my  mother. " 

The  Grcok  had  looked  at  the  girls  in  astonishmeiit,  and  cer- 
tainly to  see  the  young  lady  kneel  before  tlie  child  ])resented  a 
Strange  Bpectade.  8he  listencd  to  the  rapid  liow  of  her  unin- 
teUigiblü  taik  and  deliberatod  how  she  Bhould  bring  her  pn])il, 
if  need  be,  with  the  help  of  the  grandmother  to  uöe  more  meas- 
ured  Greek  gestures. 

"Now  Paula  was  seen  entering  the  avenue.  The  slaves  who 
had  f ollowed  her  with  several  trunks  and  packages  on  a  §reat 
sedan-cliair  proceeded  straight  to  the  Nile,  where  was  waiting 
the  boat  which  was  to  conduct  lier  to  her  new  home. 

Silently  and  unobserved  she  let  her  eyes  rcst  for  some  littlo 
while  uponthc  touching  scene  prr-enled  ,by  the  two  girl^  loi'ked 
in  eaeh  other's  arms,  and  overheard  llie  last  wordsof  the  amil^ 
bla  youug  creature  who  had  dealt  her  so  hard  a  blow. 
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She  only  suspected  what  had  passed,  bnt  it  was  repugnanfc  to 
her  seuse  of  honor  to  spy  upon  them  longer,  and  so  she  called 

to  Maria,  and  upon  her  Aying  to  embrace  her  with  every  mark 
of  passionate  devotion,  she  stooped  and  coyered  her  head  and 
pretty  face  with  kispcs. 

Then  she  freed  hersrl  f  from  the  child's  clasp,  aud  said  ßoftiy, 
with  a  voico  stifled  by  t  iiKjtiou: 

**  Parewell,  my  darliiig!  In  a  few  moments  I  shall  no 
longer  be  one  of  you,  und  auother,  stranger  Lome  will  be 
mine.  Think  kindly  of  me  and  never  forget  me,  and  know 
tihat  you  have  not  on  earth  a  truer  friend  th^  myself 

Moie  tears  flowed  at  these  words,  and  the  child  beaonght  her 
not  to  go,  not  to  forsake  her;  but  Paula  resisted  her  entreaties, 
tonched  mnl  astonished  to  find  that  she  had  reaped  such  a  laige 
barvest  of  love  in  this  spot  where  she  had  sowed  so  little. 

Thcn  she  offercd  lior  band  to  the  (^overness  to  bid  her  good- 
bye,  and  when  she  tumed  to  Catharine,  the  destroyer  of  her 
happiness,  to  teil  her  liow  hard  it  was  to  bid  farewell,  the  poor 
girl  feil  onher  kiiues  belore  her,  oovering  her  hand  with  kisses, 
and  iiccusiiig  lierself  of  the  greatest  criminality.  Paula,  how- 
ever,  did  not  allow  her  to  go  on,  but  raiseU  her  up,  kiösed  her 
brow,  and  said  that  she  understood  how  she  had  fallen  into  this 
am,  and  that,  Mke  Maria,  she  wonld  try  to  f  orgiTO  her. 

At  the  boat,  which  was  manned  by  many  oarsmen,  she  foand 
Orion,  the  girls  also  havit  g  accompanied  ncr  to  the  landing. 

Twioo  this  moming.he  had  tried  in  vain  to  obtain  an  inter- 
yicw  witli  lier,  and  looked  pale  and  di*ordered.  Witli  a  mag- 
nificent  bouqnct  in  bis  hand,  he  tendered  a  passing  salutation 
to  Maria  and  his  betrothed,  paying  no  heed  to  Catharine's  re- 
turning  it  only  mutc  ly  and  timidly. 

Then  he  drew  noar  to  Paula  and  wliispered  in  her  ear  that 
Hiram  was  safe,  aud  thorcupon  besought  her,  if  slie  liopcd  for 
paidon  for  her  own  sins,  to  bestow  lipon  him  only  a  few  mo* 
ments.  But  she  declined  granting  bis  request  witb  a  sUent 
sbmg  of  the  Shoulders,  and  upon  her  getting  into  the  boat,  he 
stretched  out  Ms  hand  to  assist  her,  but  she  purpoaelyignored 
it,  and  held  out  her  right  hand  to  the  doctor.  TbSD.  he 
spnm^  after  her  into  the  Doat^  and  wliispered  into  her  ear,  with 
trembling  voice: 

"  A  poor,  unhappy  wretch  implores  mercy  of  von.  I  was 
out  of  my  senses  yesterday.  I  love  you,  maideu,  Jiow  much — 
you  sliall  leam!" 

"  Enougli!''  said  she,  aloud,  standing  up  iu  the  rocking  boat. 
Philippus  supported  her,  but  Orion  f  orced  nis  bouquet  of  flowers 
upon  her,  and  said>  so  äiat  all  might  hear: 
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Your  departure  will  greatly  distress  fatlier.  He  is  so  ül 
that  we  darea  not  allow  you  to  take  leave  o£  hiiu.  Haye  jou 
any  message  to  send  him?" 

*'If  80^  I'Il  fielect  auother  messeugerr'  answered  she^ 
aeverely. 

"  And  how,  if  he  shouid  suddenly  ask  the  reason  for  your 
sudden  dcpu r L  Lire  * 

Then  your  mother  and  Philippus  will  explaiu  to  him  about 

it." 

But  he  was  your  guardlaii^  and  I  know  your  property — *' 
'*  Ts  in  safe  haada  with  him/' 
Biit  suppofiing  that  the  doctor's  fears  shouid  be  verified?" 

"  Then  I  can  recover  my  own  through  my  kyrios, " 

"  Yen  will  L^f't  it  without  recourse  to  him.   Do  you  know  no 

,  no  relcDtiiig?'* 

hen,  instead  of  niaking  m\y  reply  whatever,  she  threw  the 
bunch  of  flowcrs  tliat  ho  liad  ^nvoii  her  into  the  water;  biifc  he 
jumped  aöiiurc,  and,  without  payiug  a,uy  heed  to  obsurvers,  he 
drew  his  band  through  his  hair  and  pressed  it  to  bis  glowing 
brov. 

The  boat  cut  thawares,  the  oarsmen  düigently  worked  their 
oars,  but  Orion  gazed  after  it,  and  his  ehest  heaved  storniily, 
imtil  a  small  band  seized  bis  and  Marians  gentle»  childish  voloe 
flaid,  soothingly: 

**  Compose  yonrsolf,  uncle!  I  know  what  is  troubling  you*'^ 

**  What  do  you  iinow?"  asked  he,  harshly. 
You  aro  ropentinfr  of  what  von  and  Catharine  did  yester- 
day  to  iiijure  lier  aad  that  uidiapjn'  Hiram — 

**  Nonsense!''  exclainied  he,  cutting  her  short  abruptly. 
"  Where  is  Catharine?" 

I  am  to  teil  you  tiiat  she  can  not  see  you  to-day.  She 
lovee  you  so;  bat  she^  too,  Ib  repentiug  bitterly  of  what  ahe  has 
done.^* 

"  She  niay  spare  heraelf  that  trouble,^'  contmued  the  yoxmg 
man.  If  there  is  anything  to  be  sorry  for,  it  falls  on  me;  ifc 
is  torturing  me  to  death  here.  But  all  this — the  devil  take 
me!  What  has  this  child  to  do  with  it!  Be  ofl  with  youl 
Eudoxia,  set  thiä  httle  girl  towork!" 

So  sayiug  he  took  the  little  one's  head  between  his  liauds, 
kissed  her  vehemently  upon  the  brow,  and  then  tln  uöt  her  into 
the  arms  of  her  governess,  who  obedicntly  l<jd  her  away. 

Orion  no  sooner  found  himself  alone  tnan  he  leaned  against 
a  tree  and  moaned  like  awounded  stag.  His  heart  swelled 
nigh  to  bursting.  Ah,  ah!  Hocked^  ti^e  best  of  earth  lost! 
And  now  he  laid  his  bands  on  the  tree  and  piessed  his  biow  to 
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it  tmtil  it  paiaed  him.  ITe  was  fiUed  with  the  keenest  self-re- 
proach.    It  was  as  if  lie  had  hvm  deeply  intoxicated,  and  dur- 

mg  bis  fit  of  druiikenüopri  hud  lain  bis  own  bnnsc  in  asbes. 
Hou'  it  all  could  bave  bapiKiud  Ii  •  iio  ionger  knew  bimself! 
After  Iiis  iiis^btlyride he  liad  had  tlie  treasurer  Niliis  awakened, 
and  coniiiiis.sioned  him  peoretly  to  set  Hiram  aL  libcrt3\  But 
he  was  uiily  iiilly  sobercd  by  the  sigbt  of  the  bavoc  wrougbt  in 


looked  him  füll  in  the  face  from  this  couch^  and  it  had  seemed 
to  him  as  if  he  could  not  see  the  dear  man  depart  bef  ore  he 

had  made  his  peace  with  Paula,  obtained  her  forgiveness,  con- 

dacted  her  into  tbe  presencc  of  bis  fatber,  to  wbom  slie  was  so 
dear,  and  besoiigbt  bis  blessüig  for  her  and  for  bimself, 

Twicc  bc  bad  burried  to  ber  room  from  tbc  sick-cbamber, 
and  implorcd  ber  to  grant  bim  an  niterview,  but  in  vain,  and 
sucb  a  farewell  as  be  bad  taken  of  ber!  Hard,  inexorable, 
cruel  pbe  bad  bcen  to  bim,  and  wben  be  compared  ber  pres- 
ent  mode  of  action  witli  wbat  it  bad  been  before  tbe  brcach 
witb  bim,  be  was  forced  to  tbe  conclusion  tbat  tbcre  was  some- 
thing  mmatural  in  her  demeonor.  This  inhuman  hardness  ou 
the  part  of  the  beautif  ul  woman^  whose  affections  he  had  once 
pofisessed,  and  who  now  fluug  the  bunch  of  flowers  that  he  had 
given  ber  into  tbe  water,  ditl  not  represent  her  beart  but  tbe 
deliberate  resolve  to  let  bim  feel  ber  anger.  Biit^  deeply 
offended  tbat  sbe  was,  wby  had  sbe  not  betrayed  to  tbc  judgeg 
tbe  fact  tbat  sbe  liad  canirbt  bim  steaUns:  tbe  cmcrald?  AU 
w^as  not  yet  lost,  and  breaibiug  more  frcely  be  proceeded  to- 
ward  tbe  bouse,  wbitber  duty  and  anxiety  about  bis  fatber 
called  bim.  His  bouquet  was  floating  away  on  tbc  bodom  of 
tbe  river.  "  Ilatred  llung  it  in/  tbougbt  be,  "  and  yet  before 
it  readies  the  sea  many  flowers  will  bloom  iu  its  midst  tbat 
had  been  immature  buds  when  she  threw  it  away.  She  can 
not  love  any  one  but  me.  I  feel  it,  I  know  it!  Since  we  looked 
into  eacb  otber's  eyes  for  tbe  first  time  the  fate  of  our  hearts 
was  decided.  What  she  hates  in  me  is  my  mad  crime;  what 
first  turned  ber  against  me  was  ber  just  indignation  afc  my 
courtship  of  Catbarine.  But  tbat  evil  deod  bas  been  a  drcam 
in  my  life  tbat  is  not  to  be  re])i'atLHl,  and  Catiiarine — once 
already  I  bave  sinned  against  ber,  but  will  not  go  on  witb  it 
tbrougb  a  wliolo  loncr  bfe.  I  bave  sported  so  mueli  with  love 
tbat  liualiy  I  iuidcrvalued  its  power.  Luugbingly  I  yielded  my 
own  wishes  to  those  of  my  motbcr,  and  from  tbat  one  tbing  all 
this  dreadful  fruit  has  sprung.  But  no,  no,  all  is  not  lost  yetl 
Paula  will  hear  me,  and  when  she  behoMs  the  outlook  here, 
when  I  bare  made  known  to  her  the  good  as  well  as  the  bad« 


Tbc  dread  reality  of  deatb  bad 
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Tk'hen  she  Icarns  that  my  heart  only  went  astray  and  Cornea 
hack  again  to  her»  who  has  taught  mc  that  love  is  no  sport» 
bat  doep,  eamest,  mastering  all  men^  then  all — all  will  be 

changed. 

W  hile  revolviiig  these  thoughts  Iiis  features  lighted  up  with 
rapture,  aiid  moving  l'orward  he  thus  coiitiniied  liia  reflections: 
Tf  she  is  minc  then  I  know  that  all  the  good  qualities 
which  I  liavc  inherited  from  my  ancestors  will  develop  them- 
BeNes.  When  my  mother  snmmoned  me  to  my  father's  bed- 
dde,  fiho  Said:  '  Uome,  Orion,  life  is  gctting  eamest  for  me, 
and  you,  our  honse  and  your  f ather. '  Ycs,  earnest  mdeed  it 
is,  wnateyer  may  be  the  end  of  all  thisl  To  win  Paula,  to  be- 
oome  reconciled  to  her,  to  ßtay  near  her,  at  her  side,  to  act 
worthily  and  grandly,  that  is  the  aim  m  life  tliat  I  uced.  Witli 
her,  yes,  certainly  I  can  attain  to  it  if  nne  with  her.  AVithont 
her  or  with  that  llttle  glittering  playthiug,  Catharine,  old  age 
will  bring  me  notlüng  bat  joylcss  satiety  and  horror,  or  if 
I  call  it  by  its  right  name,  bitter  remorse.  As  Achilles  gained 
fresh  strcngth  when  he  touched  his  mother  earth,  ycs,  father, 
I  feel  mvsdf  grow  if  I  do  bat  think  of  her.  She  is  health  and 
honor,  the  olfier  the  min  and  miseiy  of  my  fntore.  Poor,^ 
dear  father,  von  will,  you  shall  surviTe  this  stroke,  in  order  to 
See  the  fnlfillment  of  all  your  fond  hopes  for  your  son.  Paula 
was  always  dear  to  you,  perhaps  you  will  be  ilie  ono  to  reoon- 
cilc  and  Icad  her  to  me,  and  how  dear  will  she  be-  to  von,  and 
so  (iod  graut  will  my  mother  be  when  she  sees  her  shinmg  by 
my  side  as  the  omament  of  our  hoiise,  this  city,  this  couutiy, 
hke  a  queen,  and  the  guardian  angel  of  your  son. " 

Exalted,  can  ied  away  by  these  thoughts,  he  had  reached  ihe 
viridariuui,  Thcre  the  Steward  Sebek  awaited  his  young  mas- 
ter,  and  said,  softly: 

Master  is  still  asleep,  as  the  doctor  predicted,  bnt  his 
oountenance —  Oh,  if  Philippus  were  only  here!" 

"  You  have  dispatched  the  carriage  with  the  swiftest  horses 
to  the  Convent  of  Saint  Ceciha?"  asked  Orion,  qiuckly;  and 
upon  Seljek'rf  assoiit,  and  disappoaring  inside  the  house,  the 
young  man,  thrilliiig  with  horror,  tliruw  himsclf  on  his  knees 
m  front  of  a  piilar,  whence  hung  a  crucifix,  and  uplifted  hands 
and  heart  in  a  f ervent  prayer. 


OHAPTEß  XV. 

EBLIS. 

The  physician  had  introdnoed  Paula  to  her  new  home,  aad 
lost  no  tune  in  making  her  aoquaiuted  with  those  nnder  whoee 
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protection  she  was  now  to  be,  and  who  were  to  prepare  for  her 
a  fairer  existeiice. 

He  was  allowcd  ouly  a  few  moraents  to  devote  to  her  and 
her  liosts;  für,  liardly  iiad  he  conducted  her  into  the  spat  ious 
fiower-decked  apartments  which  now  received  them,  before 
two  messengers  were  annoimoed  who  wished  to  speak  with 
hun,  She  kaew  in  what  a  critical  condition  her  unde  was,  and 
the  prospect  of  losin^  him  so  soon  made  her  feel  vividlj  what 
she  nad  possessed  in  him. 

One  of  the  messengers  was  a  young  Aral)  v^  ho  came  from  the 
other  eide  of  the  Nile,  andlianded  Philip  a  Ictter  from  the  mer- 
chant  Haschim.  Tlie  old  gcntlemaii  inforniod  him  iji  this,  that 
in  consequence  of  Iiis  eldest  sou's  haviiig  liad  a  severe  fall, 
found  liimsolf  compelled  to  set  otV  for  Dseliidda  on  the  T?ed 
Sea.  He  besought  Philippus  i'urthermorc  to  carc  for  his  w  uioided 
caravaii-leader,  who  was  dear  to  him,  and  if  he  thou^ht  right, 
to  remore  him  from  the  govemor's  mansion  and  navehim 
nursed  mitil  well  in  a  quieter  place. 

He  will  keep  an  eye  upon  the  aSairs  of  the  nohle  daughter 
of  Thomaa.  This  epistle  was  accompanied  hy  a  pnrse  füll  of 
gold  pieces. 

The  sccond  messenger  was  commissioned  to  bear  Philippus,  in 
the  small  chariot,  with  the  fast  trotter,  without  delay  to  the  ill 

MulNaukas. 

He  obeyed  this  summoiis  promptly,  and  the  lleet-footed  ani- 
mal  that  was  not  spared  by  its  driver,  brought  him  speedüy  to 
his  destinatiou. 

A  glance  at  the  sufEerer  taught  him  that  the  begiuning  of 
the  end  had  come,  and  yet  tme  to  his  principle,  never  to  gire 
Up  hope  untO  the  heart  of  the  patient  had  ceased  to  heat,  with- 
out paving  any  attention  to  Onon,  who  knelt  at  the  head  of  his 
father  s  bed,  he  lifted  up  the  miconscious  form,  nodded  to  the 
deaconess — a  well-trained  sick  nurse — appHed  f  resh  plasters  to 
the  f  orehead  and  neck  of  the  stricken  man,  and  proceeded  to 
bleed  him. 

Wearily  the  Miikaukas  lifted  his  heavy  eyelids,  looked  im- 
easily  hither  and  thither,  aiid  \vh(  ii  he  reeogiiized  his  kneeling 
sou,  his  weeping  wife  and  the  pliysician,  ho  attempted  to 
gpeak,  but  uUercd  only  inarticulate  sounds;  for  the  paralyzed 
tonsue  wonld  no  longer  obey  his  will:  "  Two  pillules,  PMlip- 
pnsr* 

The  physician  yielded  nnresistingly  to  this  request  of  the 
dying  man,  who  now  closed  his  eyes  again,  only,  however,  to 
open  them  soon,  and  with  the  same  exertion  as  before,  bat 
evidently  in  tke  füll  possession  of  his  f aculties,  to  stammer: 
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The  end  is  comingl  The  blessing  of  the  Ohurch—  The 
bishop,  Orion  r' 

The  yoimg  mau  immediatelv  hurned  out,  in  ordcr  to  usher 
mio  the  sick-room  the  prelate,  w  ho  was  ah'eady  waiting  iu  the 
viridarium,  wilh  two  deacons,  au  exorcist  aud  the  sacristau, 
whobore  the  needfol  Utensils  for  the  adnimistration  of  extreme 
nnction. 

Quietly  and  with  devotion  he  partook  of  the  holy  sacrament; 
he  saw  and  heard  the  perf ormanoee  of  the  exorcist^  who,  b  y 
morements  of  the  band  and  pious  sayiugs,  sought  to  banish 
wicked  spirits  and  deliver  him  from  the  2)o\\'L'r  of  the  devil; 
but  he  could  uo  longer  swallow  down  the  wine  with  bread  mixed 
in  it  after  a  Jacobite  fashion.  Orion  did  this  iu  his  stead,  and 
at  this  the  dying  man  smiled  and  stammered^  softly: 

"  Every  blessing  be  yonra,  my  soni  The  Lord,  it  seems, 
refnses  me  his  precious  blood^  and  yet — yet —  Let  me  try 

ouce  niort'. 

This  time  lie  suececded  in  swallowiiii?  Bome  wine  and  a  few 
crumbs  uf  bread,  aud  tlioreupon  ]>i,shop  PiotinTis,  a  mild  old 
gentleman  of  noble,  diguiüed  appearance,  conifortod  liim,  and 
asked  him  if  he  were  contrite,  and  died  in  füll  faith  in  the 
mercy  of  his  Lord  and  Sarionr^  repenting  of  his  sins  and  fo^ 
giying  his  enemies. 

Then  the  dck  man^  with  diffioulty,  nodded  his  head  and  fal- 
tered  out:  Even  the  Melchites^  who  mnrdered  my  children^ 
and  also,  also  the  patnarch,  the  head  of  our  Ohurch,  who  was 

only  too  glad  to  have  accomplished  through  poor  me  what  he 
hesitated  to  do  himself.  That — that —  BatPlotinns — you 

worthv,  wi?e  servant  of  the  Lord — answer  me  accordinfr  to 
your  best  convictioii:  May  I  believe  in  this  dring  liour  iliat 
there  lias  been  no  criininaiitv  in  mv  coucludiiiü  a  neace  wilh 
the  Arabic  expellerö  of  the  Greekri—in  this  hour  am  I  to  con- 
sider  thu  Mcichites  as  bciiig  of  au  alicn  faith?" 

Then  the  prelate  drew  up  his  comnianding  form  to  its  füll 
height,  and  his  mild  foatures  assumed  a  decided  and  stern  ex- 
pression,  as  he  exclaimed: 

Yüu  know  the  wurds  "which  werc  proclaimed  at  tlio  Syuod 
of  Ephesiüi,  und  which  ought  to  be  eiigravcn  ou  tlie  huurt  of 
every  true  Jacobite  as  though  on  marble  and  bronze:  '  Jjet 
those  who  divido  Christ ' — and  this  is  what  the  Melchites  do— 
*  be  out  in  two  with  the  sword,  be  hewn  to  pieccs,  be  bumed 
alive!*  Such  a  curse  has  uever  been  fulminated  bv  anj  head 
of  the  Ohorch^  against  the  Moslems,  wordiipers  of  one  onlv 
Godl'^ 
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Hero  tlic  sailerer  drew  a  long  breath^  yet  soon  afterward 
Said,  sigliing: 

**  Aiid;,  iievertheless,  Benjamin,  tlie  Pairiarcli,  and  Jolm  of 
Niku,  liuve  grieved  me  to  the  soul!  You,  too,  Plotinus,  Ix  ar 
the  crook,  and  I  will  confess  to  you:  Youi*  brctlnen  in  ollico, 
the  shepherds  of  the  Jacobite  nocks,  have  Bpoüed  for  me, 
through  pain  and  fear,  a  hundred  days  and  nights,  and  I  have 
been  near  cuising  them.  But  before  the  night  came  the  Lord 
enligliteiied  niy  soul,  and  I  forgave  them,  and  through  you  im- 
plore  their  blessing  and  forgiveness.  Unwilliugly  the  Ohorch 
nas  opened  its  door  to  me  these  last  years,  but  what  scrvant 
would  have  been  allowed  to  grumblo  agamst  bis  lord  from 
whom  he  expected  all  mercy!  Then  hearme!  As  a  true  and 
devoted  servant  of  the  Church,  I  dose  my  eyes,  and  in  token 
of  this  I  want  to  endow  her  to  the  best  of  my  abihty.  I  want 
to  adorn  her  with  rieh,  eostly  gifts.  I  want  tu — but  I — I  can 
get  no  further.  Speak  for  me,  Orion.  You  know — those 
predous  stones — that  tapestry — " 

Kov  the  son  of  the  dying  man  explained  to  the  bishop  that 
bis  father  had  destined  to  the  Chorch  a  rieh  donation  of  price- 
less  jewels.  He  wished  to  be  laid  beedde  bis  father  in  Si 
John's  Church  at  Alexandria,  bis  body  to  be  consecrat-  d  in 
front  of  the  Bepulcher  of  bis  ancestors,  in  the  city  of  tli  lead, 
and  for  tlic  prayers  which  wero  to  be  made  for  him  he  had  set 
apart  a  eonsiderabie  mm  in  his  will.  The  priest  heard  this 
with  satisfaction,  and  graiited  him  fall,  free  absolution  uneon- 
ditionally,  then  blessed  him  with  iervent  zeai,  and  ieft  the 
apartment. 

Pliili|)}>iirf  breathed  more  freely  af  tcr  the  clerical  party  left,  and 
freqnentiy  chaiiged  his  plastors,  while  the  dying  man  lay  for  a 
long  time  still  and  with  closcd  eyes.  Then  he  rubbed  theni  as 
thongh  reyiyed,  raised  his  head  a  little  with  the  doctor^s  help, 
cpened  his  eyes  again,  and  said: 

**  Drav  oft  this  ring  from  my  fi^er,  Orion,  and  wear  it  in 
honor.  Where  is  little  Mariar  Where  is  Paula?  I  want  to 
bid  them  farewell  also.'' 

The  yonng  man  and  bis  mother  ezohanged  embarrassed 
glances,  but  the  latter  quickly  bethought  herseif  and  said: 

We  bare  alreadj  sent  for  Maria,  but  Paula — you  know  ahe 
was  not  satisfiedwith  ub — and  after  what  happened  yester- 

Well?^^  asked  the  paticiit. 
"  She  suddenlv  ieft  our  house,  and  in  peace  with  me,  mind; 
and  yet  she  i&  still  at  Memphis  and  has  spoken  yery  lovingly  of 
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you,  wantod  to  see  yon  and  sent  many  affectionate  messages  to 
you,  and  if  you  are  ver}'  {inxioiis  tn  her—" 

Here  the  sick  man  tried  to  uod  ins  liead,  l)iit  in  vain.  He 
did  not  insiBt  npon  having  her  summoned,  yet  a  look  of  deep 
mclaucholy  äcttlcd  upou  lüs  features,  aud  at  ihe  eame  time  his 
Ups  murmured,  Boftly; 

The  dauffhter  of  Thomas!  Nobler  and  fairer  than  ihem 

Nobler  and  fairer  than  them  all!"  repeated  Orion^  with  a 
loud  voice,  vibratiiig  with  genuinely  deep  emotion,  and  then 
hegged  the  doctor  and  the  deaooness  to  ieave  him  alone  with 

his  parents. 

As  soon  as  these  had  withdrawn,  the  jouug  man  spoke  softly 
and  nrgently  into  the  ear  of  the  patient: 

*^  You  Said  the  right  woi*d,  father,  she  is  nobler  and  better, 
fairer  and  purer  minded  than  any  other  maideu.  I  love  her 
and  have  set  my  heart  upon  wmning  her.  Father,  father! 
This  pleases  you^  you  consent,  do  yon  not?  Yon  dearest^  best 
of  parents,  I  see  you  dol'' 

Yes,  yes,  yes,'^  gasped  the  sick  man,  tummg  npward  his 
bloodshot  eyes,  and  continned  to  f alter,  with  great  efEort: 
**  Blessings,  my  blessing  npon  you  and  Paula.  You  must  re- 
pcat  it  to  her.  Had  she  trustcd  cliecrfully  to  the  old  man  as 
at  firöt,  the  freedman  would  not  liave  roljbod  us.  Brave  soui, 
how  she  fought  for  the  poor  fellow!  Will  hereafter  listen  to  a 
f  uller  account  of  it  if  my  strength  holds  out  Only  why  is  she 
not  licre?'* 

She  would  have  loved  so  to  bid  you  farewell,*'  remarkad 
Uephoris,    but  you  were  aslee|) — 

^  Was  she  in  such  Laste  to  be  gone?"  asked  her  husband 
with  a  bitter  smile.  Perhaps  fear  abont  that  emerald  has 
had  sometlung  to  do  with  this!  But  how  conld  I  get  angry 
with  her?  Hiram  surcly  ad  od  without  her  consent,  did  he 
not?  Well,  I  kncw  itl  Ah!  hör  dear,  bcantifnl  facel  I 
should  love  to  see  it  once  more.  Tlie  dehght  of  mine  oyes,  niy 
partner  at  backgammon!  True  heart!  How  she  clung  to  her 
father  and  would  have  sacrifiewl  everytlüng  for  him!  But 
you,  you,  old  wifo —  But  no  reproaehes  at  this  hour!  You, 
mother,  you,  my  Xephoris —  Thankd,  a  Ihousand  thanks  for 
80  mnchloTe  and  goodnessl  How  sacred,  how  mystical  is  the 
bond  woyen  by  sndi  a  Christian  marriage  as  Ours?  Mark  tliat^ 
Orion!  And  you,  mother!  It  distresses  me!  You  do  not 
grieve  tili?  girl  a^ain — say — it  soothes  mylast  hours — say  that 
youtoobless  their  union;  Paula,  Orion.  For  both — ^both — 
dared  not  earlier — what  better  could  we  both  hope  for?' 
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Tlien  tlic  matron  dasped  her  hands  togetlicr  and  sobbed: 
"  AU,  all  that  you  wish;  but,  father,  but  Orion^  ova  faith 
and  doar  Savimir — poor  little  Catharinc!'^ 

Catharine?"  repeatod  the  dying  man,  and  bis  flaccid  lips 
relaxed  into  a  ])itifiil  smile.  Our  son  aud  thö  hum — ^hum — 
You  know  wbat  1  mean!" 

Then  bis  eyes  began  to  glisten  more  brightly,  and  in  low 
tones,  but  witb  as  much  animation  as  if  bis  deatb  wero  still  far 
oft,  he  exclaimed: 

George,  the  son  of  the  Mukankas^  I  am  caJled  the  great 
Mukaukas;  and  our  raoe^  Tigorons  mcn  of  stately  propomons 
— all,  all ;  my  f atbcr,  uncle,  our  dead  sons,  and  Orion  bere — 
nothing  but  palms  and  oaks!  And  now  such  a  dwarf,  such  a 
mere  blade  oi  rice  to  bc  grafted  on  that  gloriously  grand  old 
stock!  What  a  progenyl  Oh!  olil  wretclicd  littlo  mortals! 
But  Paula — that  cedar  of  Lebanon — ^Pauia,  sho  will  bring  uew 
life  into  that  ftrie  old  race. " 

But  our  faith,  cur  faitb!'*  grotmcd  Xepboris.  "  And  you, 
Orion,  you  know  bow  fond  of  you  sbe  is?*' 

Yes  and  no;  let  nsrest;  now/'implored  the  deeplj  affected 
young  man.    "  Oh,  father,  if  I  know  that  yonr  blessmg — 

Our  faith,  good  &ithJ''  interposed  the  Mukaukas,  with 
breaking  Yoice. 

*^  r\l  keep  mine!''  cried  Orion,  drawing  his  fatber's  hands 

to  his  lips.  "  Tbink  you  only,  keeping  the  pictnre  before  your 
mind,  oi  how  Panlfi  and  I  wiü  manage  in  this  lionso,  and  bow 
a  new  family  will  grow  up  in  it,  worthy  of  the  great  Mukaukas, 
wortby  of  its  forefatbersr  ^ 

**I  f?ee  it,  I  see  it/' faltercd  tbe  sick  man,  falling  back 
helplessly  among  bis  cusbions. 

Pbibppiis  was  summoned  without  delay;  and  at  the  same 
tune  with  him  little  Maria  entered  the  Chamber  weeping. 

The  pbysician'8  new  attempts  to  resusdtate  were  not  with- 
out result;  tbe  dying  man  once  more  opened  bis  eyes  and  said, 
morc  audibly  and  in  a  stronger  voice  tban  before: 

**  It  smeUs  of  musk  bere — that  is  tbe  peifome  whioh  an- 
nounces  the  coming  of  the  death-angel.^' 

Therenpon  lie  lay  for  a  long  wliilc  motionlcss  and  silent. 
His  eyes  were  cloöcd,  but  bis  corrugated  brow  öbowed  that  he 
was  tbinking  laboriously.  Finally  lie  sigbcd  and  said,  bard- 
ly  intelbgibiy: 

It  was  80 ;  it  is  so;  tbe  Greek  bas  arbitrarily  hounded  my 

nie  like  dogs;  the  Moslem  too  is  a  foreigner;  but  he  acts 
y.   What  has  heen  done  I  could  not  alter;  bnt  it  is  wellf 
well  as  it  has  tnmed  outr' 
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Then  he  repeated  the  word  *'well*'a  uumber  of  timeSy 

ihuddered,  and  gasperl  f ortli : 

**  Mv  fcot  are  so  cold;  but  let  bo,  let  be.    I  love  coolnessl'^ 
The  ]>liysician,  with  the  deaconess,  set  herseif  to  heat  some 

wood  for  thü  warmiiig  of  his  feet,  and  the  sick  mau  looked 

affcer  them  gratefully,  and  contintied: 

**  At  church,  iii  the  house  of  God,  I  of Icu  fouud  it  deliciouö- 
cool;  and  now  death  is  made  easv  to  me  throu^h  her  for- 
giveness.  You,  my  son^  hold  to  her!  A  member  of  our  house 
majr  be  no  apostate.  The  new  faith — with  incredible  power  it 
sobjects  kingdom  after  kingdom — ambition,  ararice^  drive 
thousands  into  her  arms.  But  we^  we  staud  firm  for  Christ, 
and  aro  no  traitors!  llad  I — I  the  Miikaukas — done  the  will 
of  tlus  caliph  in  this  I  might  liave  governed  my  country  as  a 
prince,  in  his  name.  How  niany  have  gone  over  to  the  Mos- 
lems. The  temptatioii  is  coming  to  you,  too;  and  their  faith 
offers  much  that  attracts  the  mnltitnde.  They  pictnre  to 
themselvcs  a  paradise  with  imsjicakably  alluring  pleasuresj 
but  we,  son,  we'll  meet  again  in  ours,  shall  we  not.''" 

"  Yes,  yes,  yes,  fallier/' cried  the  yoimg  man.  '  re- 
main  a  OnTistian,  stand  fast  and  firm — 

"BeauUiul!  good!''  cxclaimed  the  sick  man.  He  would 
not  be  reminded  ;^urposely  that  bis  son  wanted  to  marry  a 
Melchite,  and  continnedj  nuniedlj:  Paular—  But  no^ng 
more  ofthat—  The  faith —  Be  true  to  jours —  Else—  As 
for  the  rest,  my  Bon,  aeek  the  only  way;  you  are — Walking  in 
the  right  one;  and  because,  just  becauso  I  know  that,  I  am 
dying  so  peacef ully.  I  have  ricldy  cared  for  your  temporal  weaL 
I  have  been  a  good  husband,  a — trno  father^  have  I  not,  my 
Saviour,  have  I  not,  Nephoris?  And  wliat  is  my  best  and 
sureöt  dependence  is  that,  for  many,  many  long  ycars  I  have 
been  a  judgo  in  tliis  land,  and  never,  no,  not  a  öiugle  time — 
you  mj  ühepherd  and  comf orter,  you  are  my  witness — was  I — 
oh,  it  does  me  goodt — ^was  I  wittmgly  and  wilHngly  an  unjust 
judge.  The  poor  was  to  me  as  we  rieh,  the  mighty  as  the 
nelpless  widow.   Who  would  have  dared — ^ 

Here  he  paused;  and  whfle  his  eyesweie  wandering  aimlessly 
aromid,  they  met  those  of  little  Maria,  who  was  kneehng  at 
the  head  of  the  bed  on  the  side  opposite  to  Orionj  and  imme- 
diately  the  dying  man,  who  had  just  been  summing  up  tiie  ao- 

connts  of  a  long  lifo,  rieh  in  activity,  ceased  to  reflect;  and 
when  the  child  saw  that  he  triod  in  vain  to  turn  his  niotionlcss 
head  to  her  in  passionate,  painful  excitoment  she  threw  herseif 
upon  his  body,  kiäsmg  his  mouth  aud  cheeks  without  being  de- 
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terred  by  the  tixed  stare  of  Iiis  eyes  and  tlie  altercd  color  of  bis 
beloyed  countenance. 

"  Grandfather,  dear  grandpapa^  don't  leave  ns  yeti  stay,  oh, 
please,  please,  stay  with  tusV 

At  thia  eomething  like  a  smilo  flew  over  his  dry  lips,  and  all 
the  tendemess  müi  whieli  his  hcart  overflowed  for  this  lovcly 
young  creature  should  have  foiind  expiession  in  his  voioej  but 
he  could  only  f alter,  indistinctly: 

**  Maria,  my  dariing!  Tor  your  sake  I  would  like  to  live 
louiT,  very  long;  but  the  other  World — I  am  Standing  on  ita 
thri  ^hold.    Farewell.  the  time  has  como  to  pnrt.  ** 

jSo,  uoI  l'li  pray,  pray,  oh,  so  i.ürvtutiy,  milil  you  get 
well!'^  cried  the  cnild;  but  he  added: 

"  Nb!  The  Sayiour  is  already  bolding  me  by  the  band. 
Farewell,  once  more,  farewell!  Is  your  Paula  with  you?  Have 
you  got  her — I  do  not  j^ee  her-  Inn  o  you  not  bronght  her  with 
you,  sweetheart?  Did  she — did  she  leaye  us  in  an  gor?  If  ehe 
only  knew —   Your  Paula  has  treated  us  right  badly. ' ' 

Thon  tlie  child  ncsflcd  lipr  littlc  face  dose  up  to  the  liead  of 
her  old,  best,  and  dearest  friend.  Füll  of  the  liorrible  alfair 
that  had  so  revolted  her  upriirht  natiire,  and  deprived  her  of 
rest  already  for  an  evening,  a  loiii,^  night,  and  a  morniug.  she 
muöt  ueeds  conüde  it  to  iiim.  l^'or  years  lic  Lad  auppiitd  to 
her  the  place  of  her  own  father  so  affectionatcly,  and  now  he 
was  to  die  and  leave  her  forever!  But  she  could  not  see  bim 
depart  with  a  false  impression  o£  the  friend  wbom  she  loved  so 
devotedly,  and  so  she  poured  her  tale  into  his  ear  with  subdued 
Toice,  but  great  eamestness: 

*'  But  one  thing,  grandfather,  you  must  know  before  the 
Saviour  receives  you  into  Iiis  heavonly  bliss.  Paula  has  told  tho 
truth:  and  never,  never  lied,  not  ev  ii  to  save  her  Hiram.  A 

fold  plate,  no  gern  hung  upon  her  neekiace  yesterday  at  noon. 
To  matter  what  Orion  says,  I  saw  it  myself.  and  can  not  be 
mistakeii,  as  curUimly  as  1  hupe  to  see  you  und  my  poor  father 
in  heaveu.  And  Catharine  came  to  herseif  just  now  and  con- 
fessed  that  she  had  committed  a  great  sm  and  bome  false  wit- 
ness  before  the  judges  to  please  her  dear  Orion.  Ido  not 
know  what  lliram  hm  done  to  bim  ;  but  upon  Catharine's  tes- 
timony  the  judges  condemned  bim  to  death;  and  Paula-  -that, 
you  are  to  know  if  nothing  eise — had  nothing  to  do  with  the  . 
theft  of  tlie  emerald,  nothing,  nothing  in  tho  round  world." 

Orion,  ifi  his  kneeling  posture,  wa>-'  oondonmed  to  liejir  every 
Word  that  the  httle  ono  wliispered  .so  taut  rly,  and  each  one  eut 
him  to  tho  heart.  Several  times  he  would  have  clntehed  at 
her  acrotiö  the  bed,  and  woidd  Uked  tu  feil  her  to  lUe 
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g  round  before  bis  fatber's  eycs;  but  in  tbe  pain  and  snrpnae 
irbicb  paralyzed  bis  wbole  being^  be  did  not  eren  find  tbe 

strcngth  to  intcrrupt  ber  witb  a  Single  word. 
What  was  said  was  said, 

As  tlioiigli  crushed  he  caiight  at  the  bedstead,  and  when  bis 
father  turned  his  eyes  upon  him  and  gn?ped  forth,  hiiskily: 

**  Then  has  the  < onrt,  ov?'  court,  pronouuced  an  unjust  sen- 
tencps!"  he  noddcd  his  head  overwhelmed  with  shame. 

X<)\v  the  dying  man  stammered  ont  yet  more  iiidistiuctly 
and  withuut  proper  connection  the  quustiou: 

"  That  stone— out  of  tho  tapestry — you — ^is  it  possible— did 
yoa — did  you — you  yourself  take  tlmt  emerald —  1  can  not — " 

And  Orion  came  to  tbe  aid  of  bis  father,  wbo  struggled  in 
vain  to  utter  tho  dreadful  word,  and  said,  liumbly  and  softly, 
for  be  would  rather  bave  cbanged  places  witb  the  dying  tban 
deceivo  him  in  tliis  hour: 

**  r  took  it,  fatlier;  but  I  swear  by  the  love  which  I  bear  you 
and  niother  that  this  ürst  reckless  deed  o£  my  life^  that  must 
entail  such  horrible — ^' 

**  Shall  al.^o  be  the  bist/'  he  m  uuJiI  liave  e1o?e(l  wir]),  bntno 
sooucr  had  the  words  "  I  took  it  "  pa^^sed  his  bps  thau  tbe 
dying  mau^s  body  trembled  violently,  and  the  lock  in  his  eve 
altem  borribly,  and  before  bis  son  bad  finisbed  bis  yow,  tbe 
unbappy  fatber  by  a  mighty  effort  drew  bimself  up  erect,  and 
fhouted  in  the  face  of  the  pale  youth,  wbose  bosom  heaved 
mth  penitential  sobs,  as  fast  as  Iiis  beary,  paralyzed  tongne 
woukl  allow,  with  gurghng,  wrathful  sounds: 

You,  you,  to  disgrace  that  ancient,  immacnlatc  conrt  of 
justice!  You?  Begone!  A  robber,  an  unjust  judge,  a  falsi- 
fier  of  testimony.  Menas's  last  grandson!  If  I  could  get  at 
von  with  these  hands —   You —  You —  Away  with  you,  vil- 

luili. 

With  tbis  wild  ontburst  sunk  back  among  his  pillows 
George,  the  mild  and  just  Mukaukas,  bis  wide-open,  olood- 
sbot  eyes  staring  into  racancy,  wbile  from  bis  open  moutb  rang 
forth  in  frequent  repetition,  but  more  and  more  faintly,  the 
Word  *'  villain,"  his  swollen  bands  clutched  afc  the  hght  cover- 
ing  spread  over  him,  a  stränge  shrill  whistle  was  emitted  from 
his  Wide  open  lip?,  and  with  relaxed  limbs  the  powerless  eorpse 
of  the  great  diguitary  suuk  against  Orion  like  a  felled  paUn* 
tree. 

I?aving,  with  di.-lioYc  kd  hair  and  reddened  eyes,  the  youug 
man  ötraightened  liini.sL'li'  aml  shook  the  corpse  as  if  he  would 
force  him  to  live  on  so  that  he  might  hear  his  promisc,  hia 
Yow,  witness  tbe  tears  of  bis  penitenoe,  foigiTe  bim  and  take 
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back  the  frightf ul  execration  with  wbich  he  had  taken  leaTo  of 
his  well-beloved  and  s|)()ikd  child. 

Daring  this  oiitbroak  o£  wild  dcspair  the  physiciuu  returned, 
cast  a  gliince  at  the  distortcd  couuteiiance  of  the  deceased,  laid 
his  hand  upon  the  rogion  of  the  lieart  aiid  said,  wliile  he  drew 
little  Marin  away  frcm  ihe  scene  in  grave  aiid  troubled  tones: 

**  This  good  and  just  man  has  ceased  to  breathe  among  iho 
living. " 

Hereiii>ou  Oriou  fcshrieked  aloud,  aud  thrust  Mai'ia  from  him 
who  haa  drawn  near  to  him^  becausc^  young  as  she  was^  ehe 
nevertheless  feit  that  ahe  had  inconsideratelj  brought  this  most 
dreadf  al  evil  upon  her  nncle,  and  that  it  was  f  or  her  to  show 
lOTe  f  or  him. 

Thea  the  child  hurried  to  her  ni-andmother;  but  here  also 

ßhe  niet  with  repulse,  for  that  lady  pushed  her  aside,  and  cast 
herseif  on  her  knecs  besidc  tlie  despairing  son,  in  ordcr  to  weep 
with  him  and  to  console  with  fond  words  the  inconsolable  oiie 
from  wlidin,  just  a  few  minutes  before,  shö  had  expected  tii© 
best  com  fort  l'or  herseif. 

And  yet  her  motherly  address  found  no  echo  in  Iiis  brukcn 
spixit. 


CHAPTBB  XVI 

PAULA  m  HER  KEW  HOME. 

When  the  doctor  had  parted  from  Paula  he  liad  told  her  that 
the  Mnkaiikas's  end  miijht  oceur  at  anv  moment,  or  that  he 
might  bo  wrestling  with  death  for  weeks  longer.  This  prospect 
seemed  to  console  her;  for  the  thought  that  the  only  truefriend 
wlium  she  had  possessed  in  Meni})]ii8  Ijefore  Philippus,  would 
go  away  forever,  witliout  having  lu  ard  her  justification,  would 
seem  to  her  intolerable.  Kothing  less  thaa  probable  was  it^ 
that  in  the  enyirons  of  Kephoris  any  one  sare  her  grandchild 
would  think  of  her  with  lore,  and  ahe  hardly  desired  it;  bat 
she  did  not  wish  to  forfeit  in  the  govemor^s  mansion  that  re- 
spect  to  which  she  feit  that  she  was  entiticd.  I)id  her  £nend 
supoccd  in  prolonging  her  uncle's  days,  thon  an  open  Confer- 
ence witii  him  might  win  back  his  old  friendly  feelings  and 
favorable  opinion. 

Her  new  liome  seemed  to  her  like  a  way  Station,  an  oasis  in 
the  desert  of  her  solitary  existence,  and  what  she  had  loarii^d 
among  her  Mcnmhis  connections  could  not  but  prove  benehcial 
here.  Just  now  hope  in  her  heart  had  risen  saperior  to  grief 
and  disQlasion.   Omy  Orients  propmquity  rested  like  a  thSsat- 
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ening  hail-cloud  over  the  freshlysownfieldof  lurinward  peace, 
and  yet  nothing  attached  her  more  firmlv  to  Memphis  besides 

the  necessity  of  awaiting  the  messenger  nere,  than  the  possi- 
bility  of  following  his  fiiture  career,  at  loast  from  afar.  What 
ehe  feit  for  him  she  hersolf  ralled  doop  aver.vion,  and  unwiUing 
as  she  was  to  acknowledge  it  to  herseif,  this  lormed  au  essential 
part  of  her  interior  ]ife. 

Her  new  hosts  had  received  her  as  a  welcome  guest,  aiid  cer- 
tainly  they  did  not  seem  to  be  poor  people.  Their  house  was 
Teiy  roomy,  and  although  old  and  unpretending^  was  f  nmished 
neatly  and  tastef  ully.  She  had  been  sniprised  at  the  scrnpu- 
lous  care  with  which  the  garden  was  tend^;  and  she  had  seen 
herself  a  humpbacked  gardener  and  several  children  at  work 
in  it.  Strange  helpmeets!  For  like  their  decrepit  master 
they  were  all  amicted  with  some  bodily  ailment.  Thu  l)it  of 
land  beionging  to  it,  which  rcadicd  up  to  the  street  following 
the  river^  was  confined  and  bounded  oii  both  sides  by  extensive 
groüiids,  and  not  far  from  tlie  ppot  where  it  came  dosest  to 
the  Isilü  began  the  bridgc  uf  boats  wbitli  imited  Memphis  with 
tlie  island  of  llhoda.  To  its  right  was  situated  a  beautif  ul  resi- 
denoe  weÜ-known  to  her  as  the  palace  of  the  widow  Sosannah» 
to  the  lef t  a  far-stretdung  heatii,  where  grew  slender  palm- 
trees,  sjcamores  with  spreading  branchos,  and  a  dcnse  thicket 
of  blue-green  tamarisk-trees,  dispenäng  shade.  From  this 
assembly  of  magnificent  flowering  shrubs  and  ancient  trees 
peeped  fortli  a  long,  yellow  building  crowned  with  a  tnrret, 
which  was  likowise  a  familiär  objed  to  hvv,  for  it  liad  oi'ten 
been  mentioned  in  the  governor*s  mansion,  and  attendod  by 
Perpetua~öhe  had  even  visited  there  a  few  times.  'J'liis  was 
the  convent  of  Saint  Cecilia,  and  sheltered  the  last  nuns  of  the 
orthodox  faithsuffered  toremain  at  Memphis;  for  while  all  the 
other  fiisterhoods  of  their  conf  ession  had  long  since  been  ban- 
ished  from  the  city,  these  were  permitted  to  remain  in  their 
old  quarters,  not  only  because  they  were  prized  as  good  sick 
nurses,  a  distinction  shared  with  them  bv  orders  of  the  Melchite 
nersoasion,  ljut  much  more  because  tho  city  in  its  fallen  estate 
did  not  wisb  to  dispense  with  the  heavy  tax  paid  by  thcm 
yearly.  This  re]tresented  the  interest  n|)o)i  aconsideral)le  prop- 
erty,  which  a  wise  progenitor  of  the  Mukankas  had  luft  to  the 
convent,  to  1)0  sure,  undor  the  prndcntial  cojidition,  which  was 
confirmcd  by  Thcodosius  witli  his  imperial  seal,  that  ihis  cstab- 
lidiment,  so  soon  as  the  convent  shoidd  bo  broken  up,  together 
with  the  groimds  and  buildinss  which  the  commnniiy  owed 
Hkewise  to  the  generosity  of  tho  f onnder,  shonld  become  the 
properfy  of  the  Christian  emperor  reigning  at  the  time. 
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The  deoeaaed  Mukaakas^  in  spite  of  bis  well-foTmded  dislike 
of  cveiytiung  Melchite,  took  good  care  not  to  stand  in  the  waj 
of  these  uscf lü  nuns  and  withdraw  so  rieh  a  possession  from  his 
impoverished  native  city,  that  it  might  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  wealthy  Moslems.  Tlio  deed  lipon  wliicli  the  sistcrhood 
reiiod  was  good,  and  the  governor,  who  was  both  leamed  in  the  • 
law  and  just-minded,  however  anxioiis  he  had  been  of  late  years 
for  the  security  of  his  own  person,  had  not  only  left  them  im- 
disturbed,  but  had  firmly  and  decidedly  stood  up  for  the  valid- 
ity  of  theu:  rights  üi  Opposition  to  the  mighty  head  of  the 
Jacobite  Church.  Of  course  the  Senate  of  ihe  fonner  oapial^ 
Memphis,  oonsented  to  its  retention,  and  not  only  endured 
these  sisters  of  another  creed,  but  granted  them  many  a  lift 

The  Jacobite  clergy  of  the  city  overlooked  them,  and  only 
at  Easter  directed  their  eyes  toward  the  convent;  for,  on  the 
Saturday  bc  fore  this  festival,  conf ormably  to  a  regulation  issued 
beforc  tiio  Monophystic  schism,  the  nuns  had  to  present  to  the 
Ohurrh  of  Christ,  embroidered  priestly  grarments,  wiiie  from 
the  superior  vintages  of  Kochone  in  tln;  ncighborhood  of  the 
pyraniid  with  the  steps,  and  a  considcrable  qtiantity  of  flowers 
and  pastry  work.  Thus  this  old  nunuery  had  hold  its  ground, 
and  although  the  whole  of  Egypt  had  tumed  either  Jacobite 
or  Moslem,  and  many  old  sisters  in  the  last  ^ear  had  laid  off 
this  mortd  coil,^' nobody  erer  asked  how  it  came  that  the 
nuinber  of  nuns  always  kept  at  the  samc'  notcb^  imtil,  instead 
of  the  Melehite  Cyrus,  the  Jacobite  ArchlMshop  Benjamin  occu- 
pied  tlie  patriarch\s  seat  at  Alexandria.  Tohiin  these  heretical 
women  at  Memphis,  those  liawks  in  the  dove-cote,'^  as  he 
styied  them,  were  an  abomination,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  old  docnment  of  preseiitation  ought  to  signify — iiiasmuch  as 
there  was  iio  louger  any  Christian  einperor,  and  the  word 
**  Christian  "  was  in  the  deed — that,  at  its  breakinff  up,  the 
convent  shonld  fall  to  the  onlr  Christian  power  in  l£e  land  at 
present,  viz.,  himself  and  his  chnrch. 

The  ill  wül  which  the  Patriarch  cherished  against  the  Mu- 
kaukas  had  been  intensified  into  enmity  throngh  the  Opposition 
which  he  had  met  with  from  him  in  this  affair. 

From  this  convent  there  reaehed  Paula's  ears  a  plaintive 
dirga  Was  tlie  worthy  prioress  dead?  No,  tliis  tokeii  must 
refer  to  another  case  of  death,  for,  through  the  Windows  of 
her  Corner  Chamber,  opening  upon  the  Nile,  there  came  to 
her  from  the  street,  the  bridge  of  boats,  and  a  fcw  skitfs  on 
the  stream,  the  strangelv  shrill  wails  of  Egyptian  women. 
Ko  Jacobite  inhabitant  of  Memphis  would  have  dared  to  givo 
auch  ezpression  to  his  grief  upon  oocasion  of  the  decease  of  a 
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Ifelchite,  and  as  the  yolume  of  tlie  lamentations  increased,  she 
waa  transfixocl  by  tlie  thoiight  that  her  beloved  ande  aiidlnend 
had  closed  his  dear,  weiiry  eves. 

Decply  movcd  and  witli  tearf  lü  glaiico,  slie  saw  how  ^euume- 
Ij  tho  deatli  of  this  upright  man  was  lameuted  by  all  his  fellow 
.  Citizens.  Yes,  only  to  Lim  and  no  other  Egyptiaii  i  ould  this 
universal,  this  passionately  expressed  grief  refer!  On  the 
Street  women  mouniers  besmeaxed  their  bosoms  and  f oreheads 
with  mnd  from  the  shores  of  the  Nile;  men  stood  together  in 
large  groups,  wiÜi  Mssionatc  trostures  beating  themselyes  on 
hetä  and  breast.  Upon  the  Bridge  of  boats  one  man  woiÄd 
stop  another,  and  from  there^  too^  penetrated  to  her  ears 
heart-rendii\ir  phrioks. 

At  la&t  Philippus  made  his  appearauce^  ouly  to  confirm  her 
fears. 

The  death  of  the  governor  had  touched  him  no  Icss  iiearly 
than  herseif,  and  lie  must  report  to  Paida  what  he  knew  of 
the  last  hours  of  the  deceased. 

Some  good  thing,''  wound  np  the  doctor,  "  is  alwa^rs  oon- 
fronting  me  in  the  midst  of  gloom.  Who  likes  to  admit  that 
he  has  erred?  And  yet  nothing  rejoices  ns  so  mnch  as  the 
knowledge  that  a  man  and  his  disposition  are  better  than  we 
had  been  led  to  believe.  This  Orion,  who  has  so  shamef  olly 
ßinned  against  himsclf  jrnd  yon,  is  notyet  a  lost  man/* 

^  ^  Is  he  Jiotr*  remarked  Paula.  '  ^  Then  he  has  deceived  von 
too.'' 

Deceived.^"  asked  the  doctor.  **  Hardly  so.  Alas,  I  have 
stood  by  many,  many  death -bedö,  for  tliey  call  me  in  chiefly 
when  the  band  of  death  has  Iiis  victim  already  in  his  grasp.  I 
haye  met  thousands  of  moumerB  at  these  rad  seasons,  and  I 
teil  yon  they  are  tiie  best  school  for  every  one  to  enter  who 
Wiehes  to  arriye  at  a  knowledge  of  human  natnre.  Here  and 
at  market^  where  the  ^aestion  is  of  nüne  and  thine^  we  see  be- 
neath  us,  as  it  were,  mto  the  open  breast  of  man — we,  who 
conccal  from  the  world  what  is  groat  and  noble  in  ns  just  as 
anxiously  as  tlic  rest  hido  \\\\i\,t  low  and  mean.  After  ob- 
servatiou  of  the  dying  and  tliosc  who  bewail  tliem,,  without  be- 
ing  either  a  Menander  or  a  Lucian^  yet  I  could  sketch  a  series 
of  pictiu'es  of  men  from  lifc  that  wouiti  bu  as  true  as  though 
they  had  tumed  their  soiüs  inside  out  for  me. ^ 

*^  That  the  dying  appear  as  they  are/'  answered  Pania,  "  I 
veiily  belieye.   They  haye  no  longer  reason  to  pay  heed  to 
what  others  think;  but  the  mourners?  In  the  first  place,  cus- 
tom  prescribes  that  they  seem  to  be  grieved  and  shed  tears. " 
xesj  mouming  is  a  thing  ezpectod  at  death-beds^'^  repUed 
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the  düctor,  but  the  dying  Chamber  is  like  a  church.  Death 
consecratcs  it,  and  he  who  faces  it  eye  to  eye  often  lets  fall  the 
mask,  vith  which  he  has  be^  wont  to  deceiYS  Ms  f  ellow  meiL 
Then  there  are  faces  to  be  seen  wHch  woiüd  make  joa  shud- 
der,  but  also  others,  in  the  contemplation  of  which  one  finds  it 
in  his  heart  to  look  with  new  respect  npon  the  degeneiate  race 
to  which  we  belong.^' 

And  for  so  consoling  an  appcaranoc  yon  take  Orion,  the 
r(»l)]j('r,  ilic  fali^o  ^vitneps  and  im  just  judge?''  asked  Paula, 
starting  up  in  indi^iiation  and  surprise. 

**  Bless  Iis!"  laiighed  the  doctor.  Like  all  the  rest  of 
womankiiul.  A  bit  of  jiisrglery,  and  in  a  trice  that  is  crimson 
which  wuis  only  pale  piuk  awhüe  ago!  No,  the  son  of  the 
Midoiukas  haa  not  attained  to  such  briUiancy  of  tint  as  yet^ 
but — ^and  so  mnch  I  prize  highlj — but  neyertheless  he  has  a 
f eeling,  imi)resaible  heart  Although  reaUr  I  haye  ^ood  reason 
to  regard  him  as  the  worst  of  the  worst,  1  entertam  no  doubt 
but  that  he  was  sincerely  devoted  to  his  father.  So  long  as  I 
was  permitted  to  be  a  witncss  of  this  death-bed  scene,  father 
and  son  parted  in  all  tendernesö  and  fricndlinoss,  and  when 
finally  the  poor  heart  of  the  brave  old  man  reascd  to  beat,  I 
again  fouiul  Orion  in  a  condition  to  which  only  those  are 
brought  wlio  love  and  have  lost  their  dearesf 

**  Comedyl''  exclaimcd  Paula. 

"  There  were  no  spectators  to  enooniage  such  an  ezhibition, 
mj  dear  friend!  Onon  would  hardly  mSke  such  exertions  be- 
fore  his  motiier  and  little  Moria.'' 

**  Bat  he  is  a  poet  and  a  highly  endowcd  one  too.  Glorious 
songs  of  his  own  eomposition  he  Bings  to  the  lyre;  his  winged, 
versatile  mind  adapts  itself  to  every  mood;  yet  his  soul  has  be- 
come  corrnpt,  steeped  in  profligacy  ü-^  ji  sponge  is  saturatcd 
with  water.  He  is  a  vessel  laden  wit  h  rare  gifts,  but  what  was 
goüd  and  great  in  liim,  has  all  becn  io^t,  all,  alll" 

These  words  had  llowod  ^  ()luLly  froni  the  maiden's  hps. 
Indignation  had  iloshed  her  checke  and  she  beheved  that  she 
had  brought  the  surgeon  over  to  her  way  of  thinking^  but  he 
shook  Ins  nead  grayely  and  said: 

"  Jost  indignation  carries  you  too  far.  As  you  haye  ölten 
fonnd  fanlt  with  my  sharpncss  and  skeptidsm,  now  I  ünplore 
yon  to  grant  me  your  sympatliy  in  an  experience  against  which 
you  would  probably  have  had  nothing  to  object  until  day  bc- 
lore  ycstcrday.  I  linvc,  met  villains  of  evciy  sort.  Only  tliink, 
how  many  (sases  oi  murder  by  poisou  it  has  devolved  upon  me 
to  investigate!'* 

**  Homer  calls  Egypt  the  land  of  poison,"  cried  Paula, 
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And  tstrangely  Ohristionity  hos  not  altered  it  at  all  in  this 

respect.  The  wise  Kosmos  too,  who  lias  seen  thc  whole  earth, 
says  that  he  nowhere  met  with  more  malice^  treacheiy,  hatred 
and  ill  will  than  here/' 

You  see,  thcn,  in  how  gocxl  a  school  my  experienccs  as  to 
the  evii  in  niaii  have  been  iiiatured/'  .smiled  the  doctor;  "  aud 
they  teach  that  tln  ix'  i.s  nosiimer  or  criinijial,  howeverdebased, 
cruel  and  unsci  upuloiis  he  may  be,  in  whom  some  good  quahty 
is  not  to  be  fouiid.  Do  you  remember  that  horrible  feniait! 
poisoner  Nechebt,  who  mui-dered  both  her  brothers  and  her 
own  father?  She  was  seized  hardly  three  weeks  ago;  and  this 
aame  beast  in  human  shape,  f  or  her  diedpated  aon  in  the  im- 
perial army^  suffered  hunger  and  thirst  to  the  Terge  of  starva- 
üon,  and  iinally  foUowed  the  trade  of  a  mixer  of  poisons^  not 
in  Order  to  improve  her  own  wretched  condition,  but  in  order 
to  supply  her  bad  boy  with  the  means  for  new  debaucherics.  I 
could  give  a  thousand  similar  cxnmples,  but  will  only  nieution 
that  Ol  one  of  the  most  feroi  ious  robbers,  who  evaded  the 
officers  of  justice  a  hiiiidrid  t  imes,  aiul  tinally  feil  into  their 
hands,  guess  throu^h  what  cause?  Why,  he  had  heard  tliat 
his  little  old  molher  waci  verj  sick,  and  an  overpowering  deüire 
came  over  him  to  aee  the  wiinkled  little  old  woman  once  more^ 
and  kiss  her  as  he  had  done  when  a  diild.  Thns  Orion — 
fipoiled  as  we  mnst  otherwise  deem  him — has,  at  all  events, 
one  quaHty  that  we  mast  approve  of,  viz.,  tender  love  for  fa- 
ther  and  mother.  Yoiir  sponge  has  not  yet  imbibed  profligacy 
to  its  füllest  extent;  it  still  has  pores  and  cells  that  offer  their 
rc?istance,  and  so  lon<:^  as  the  heart  is  of  that  nnmbcr,  I  say 
hoperully  of  liim,  as  1  liavo  done  of  others,  witli  the  Koman 
Iloracc:  ^  Nü  D esper andum,^*  It  would  be  wrong  to  give 
him  up  utterly. " 

Paula  l'ouiid  no  answer  to  this  assertion,  indeed  it  came  to 
her  mind  that  Orion,  if  he  had  not  lied,  had  wooed  Catharine 
with  her  own  ima^e  in  his  liuarl,  only  out  of  love  to  his  moth- 
er, and  just  as  tne  doctor,  who  was  anxious  to  tum  the  con- 
yersation  upon  some  oüier  subject,  was  about  to  retum  to  the 
cloeing  hours  of  the  Mukankas,  one  of  the  crippled  servant- 
m^ids  came  in  to  say  that  a  woman  was  without  desiring  to 
spcak  with  the  daughter  of  Thomas.  A  few  mmutes  later 
Paula  was  in  the  arms  of  her  faithful  old  friend,  the  nurse, 
who  rejoiced  as  heartily,  lanprhinprand  crying  at  the  samc  time, 
as  though  she  had  never  ioiown  a  sorrow,  while  Paula»  thd 

*  Kothin ia  to  be  desjiaiied  ot 
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younger  woman,  could  not  be  lifted  out  of  gloom>  80  cut  to 
the  heart  was  she  by  wiiat  had  happened. 

Perpetua  uuderstood  lier,  aiul  was  uot  at  all  hurt  by  the 
Composure  with  wliicli  tslia  rcccived  her  outburst  oi'  delight. 

She  had  been  well  treated,  ehe  flaid,  in  her  hot  prißou,  and  a 
half  hour  ago  young  Master  Orion  himself  had  opened  the 
door  of  her  dungeon.  He  had  been  very  gracions^  bat  at  the 
aame  time  so  pale  and  aadl 

Tlie  oyerbearing  young  man  was  quito  changed,  his  tr  ar- 
SWoUen  eyes  had  touched  her,  Perpetua,  to  tears.  May  God 
forgive  liim  for  his  coTidnrt  ye?tcTtlay  to  her  Paula  and  her- 
seif. He  niiist  liavc  been  ]>ossessed  by  evil  spirits,  for  he  had 
not  been  at  all  like  himsrlf.  Naturally  he  had  a  kind,  ^ood 
heart,  aiid  althou^h  lio  had  shown  himself  har«h  and  nnjust, 
as  regardd  poor  Uiraiii,  bctVirc  the  judges,  he  had  alreudy  mude 
up  for  it  early  this  niurning,  not  only  by  opening  his  prison- 
doora^  bnt  sending  him— she  knows  tnis  through  the  treasurer 
Nilns— back  home  is  Damascns  laden  with  preaents,  besides 
haviiig  with  him  his  boy  and  two  horses.  Lot  him  refuse  him 
forgiyeness  who  has  no  ueed  himself  to  be  for^ven.  The 
great  Augustine  himself  was  no  pattem  of  virtue  m  his  youth, 
and  had  beccmo  iieA'ortholoss  a  bright  light  in  the  Chnrch,  and 
so,  even  now,  the  son  of  the  Mukaukas  mi;:rht  follow  in  Iiis  fa- 
ther's  foütstops.  He  was  certainly  a  handesome,  preposrieiSöing 
mau,  who  wonid  be  snre  to  come  to  good  in  the  end.  This 
very  day  hu  had  deported  himself  as  gravely  aud  solemnly  as  a 
judge,  and  perhaps  he  had  already  begim  to  walk  iu  better 
ways.  What  did  Paula  think  of  it?  He  had  escorted  her  him- 
self to  his  mother's  carrlage^  and  ordered  the  charioteer  to 
drive  her  here.  The  treasurer  Nilus  had  come  with  her  in 
Order  to  conyey  a  message  to  her.  Kext  he  had  repaired  to 
the  oonvont  of  Saint  Cecilia. 

"Now  Paida  directed  her  to  look  for  him  thero,  nnd  n^;  pQon 
as  Perpetua  liad  left  the  room,  slie  exclaiiued  to  the  (io(  ti»i : 

Already  you  have  a  companion  in  your  views!  How  queer 
people  are!  Yestcrday  evening-,  my  brave  Betta  esteemed  no 
abyss  of  hell  too  doep  for  our  uuemy,  and  uow?  Why,  to  be 
led  in  person  to  the  carriage  by  such  a  gentleman  is  flattering, 
and  lol  how  quickly  my  little  old  woman  has  forgotten  every- 
thing  bad,  how  cabn  and  content  she  is  smce  she lias  obtained 
gracious  permission  to  pack  up  her  dearly  beloved,  weU-kept 
things,  with  her  own  haiul-.  You  once  told  me  that  the 
Jacobites  had  made  a  Saint  Orion  out  of  the  Heathen  god 
Osiris.  and  so  my  Betta  sees  already  in  the  son  of  the  Mukaukas 
a  fiecond  Saint  Auguätine.   I  can  see  that  she  already  xeTered 
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bim  BA  her  tatekry  genius,  and  when  we  get  back  to  Syria  she 
will  be  beseeching  me  to  gowith  her  on  pilgrimage  to  bis 
abrine!" 

**  And  it  is  ükely  tliat  you'll  conseni^'^  answered  the  doctor, 
to  whom,  just  now,  for  the  first  tinie  since  he  had  beeu  in  love 
with  hcr^  Paula  did  not  quito  comc  np  to  the  Standard  which  a 
man  sots  up  for  the  woniau  whom  he  adores.  Hitherto  he  had 
Seen  nolhing  in  her  bat  what  was  noble  and  high-minded;  but 
her  last  woi-ds  had  had  in  them  the  ring  of  sharp  and  indignant 
sarcasm — and  according  to  Phihppus  sarcasm,  that  is  to  SJiy 
censure,  that  was  intended  to  wound  and  not  to  correct  the 
f anlts  of  its  objecto  was  iinworthy  of  a  noble-minded  womau. 
The  mocking  laugh  with  which  sne  had  ended  her  speech^  ap- 
pealing  to  him  as  thongh  confident  of  victory,  had  ^eveaJed  a 
Wide  chasm  between  her  views  and  his  own.  Ho  did  not  con- 
ceal  from  himsolf  that  he  was  of  coarscr,  commoner  meld  than 
Paula,  and  probably  gavc  vent  to  ridieule  oftenor  than  was 
right.  Hitherto  this  habit  of  his  had  bqen  displeasing  to  her, 
and  he  had  liked  it  as  corrcsponding  to  the  ideal  which  reigned 
in  his  heart  of  woman,  and  now  she  herseif  resorted  to  sarcasm, 
and  it  did  not  oome  from  her  lips  playf  ully^  bat  as  fhe  passion- 
ate  ontflow  of  a  deeply  perturbed  sfint,  and  this  perception 
filled  the  stndent  of  hiunan  nature  wixh  regret^  and  at  the  same 
üme  awakened  solicitude  on  his  part. 

Paula  saw  that  her  last  words  disconcerted  him,  and  feit 
that  his  saying,  "  Perhaps  you  will  do  her  that  pleasnre,  had  a 
deeper  signififanr-r.  Men/'  thought  slie,  '*  get  angry  wlien 
they  have  expressed  an  opinion  and  we  women,  unconviiu-ed, 
advaiiee  auother/'  and  hecauise  bhe  would  not  by  any  meaua 
disobhge  the  irieud  to  whom  she  owed  so  much,  she  said, 
kindly: 

I  can  not  entirely  agree  with  you  in  descrymg  snch  brill- 
lant  promise  in  the  futura  Thank  God,  through  your  good- 
nesB  and  ch-cunispection^  eveiy  link  has  been  8nap2)ed  that 
bomid  me  to  the  son  of  my  poor  nnde.  Let  us  speaK  of  some- 
thing  eise;  wc  have  aheady  wasted  too mucli  breath  upon  him/* 

lou  eclio  niy  sentiment,'^  obserred  the  doctor.  As  for 
the  rest,  I  pray  you  to  forget  that  ^  peiOiaps  '  of  mme.  I  am 
a  man  of  the  2)resent,  and  iio  ])r()])liet^  but  1  foresee  tiiat  Oricfla 
will  sacrifice  everything,  cost  what  it  will,  to — 

WeU?'' 

"  To  make  friends  with  yon  again,  and  obtain  yonr  pardon^ 
touch  your  heart^  persuade  yon — 

Let  him  try  it!'*  cried  Panla^  lifting  her  li^t  band  in  a 
tfareatening  manner. 
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*•  And  supj^osiug  tliat,  gloriously  gifted  as  lie  is  iu  every  re- 
Bpcot .  ho  shoulrl  recover  himself,  and  come  fortli  like  reliiied 
gold,  ci  man  wortiiy  ol  tiie  approval  of  the  best — 

'^Then  I  should  never,  neyer  forgct  bis  crmie,  and  tbe 
wroug  be  did  me.  Tbink  you  ibat  I  bave  already  f  orgotten 
your  conversation  with  Kepnoris?  You  ask  of  your  friends 
only  a  good  dispofiition^  corresponding  to  your  own,  and  wbat 
tlien  repels  me  from  Orion  save  bis  disposition?  Your  ways 
of  acting  harc  altcred  tbou^nndS;,  l)ut — nnswcr  mc  candiclly — 
bave  tbey  ever  cbanged  wbat  we  imderstand  by  tbe  disposi- 
tion?'' 

**Even  so/'  replied  tbe  surgeon,  witb  deep  earnestncss; 
**  that,  too,  is  capable  of  cbange.  Or  will  you  ränge  yourself 
on  tbe  ßide  of  tno  mercbant  and  bis  fellow  bebevers  of  tbe 
Moslem  creed^  wbo  consider  man  as  the  trap-ball  of  a  blind 
destii  ij^  ?  Iii  tiie  opinion  of  onr  divines,  regcneratioiiy  as  tbey 
term  it,  can  cbange,  obviate,  and  bring  to  good  tbe  evil  tbat 
comes  into  tbe  world  mth  ns«  But,  in  i£e  turmoil  of  life,  who 
succeeds  m  dying  imto  sin  in  tbeir  sense,  to  die,  as  it  were, 
while  living,  in  ordor  to  rise  tip  as  a  new  man?  Tbe  garmeut 
of  penitencc  does  not  lit  the  form  of  an  Orion;  yet  there  is  an- 
other  cbaricc  for  liiru  in  fiuding  again  tlie  2)ath  that  he  haa  for- 
sakeu.  Untii  now  fate  has  iireseuted  to  Iis  daiiing  so  much 
tbat  was  deligbtful,  that,  for  mere  enjoymcnc  and  gratitude, 
he  f onnd  no  tmie  to  consider  lifo  itself .  Kow;  it  shows  to  bim 
its  serions  side^  nov  challenges  bim  to  refect^  and  if  be  finds  a 
friend  to  repeat  to  bim  wbat  my  fatber  taugbt  me  in  a  letterj 
left  bebind  nim  for  tbe  perusal  of  bis  only  Httlo  boy,  and  he 
consents  to  üsten,  tben  I  consider  bim  as  saved.  *' 

And  how  rans  this  adviceP'^  asked  Paula,  witb  intenae  in- 
terest. 

**  Briefly  tbiis:  "Life  is  no  meal  servod  iip  for  our  enjoy- 
ment  hy  Providence,  but  a  «crvice  upon  which  we  mnst  expend 
oar  best  furce.  Lct  eacb  one  test  bis  nature  and  endownients, 
and  tbe  better  be  will  succeed  in  using  tbem  for  tbe  weal  of 
tbe  wbole  body,  as  a  member  of  wbicb  be  came  hito  tbe  worId> 
tbe  higher  will  rise  bis  inward  bliss^  tbe  more  surely  wül  be 
attain  to  serenity  of  seid,  tbe  fewer  terrors  will  deatb  off  er  to 
bim.  In  the  consciousness  of  baving  scattered  seed  for  tbe 
future,  hke  a  faitbf al  hoiisebolder  on  me  evcning  of  eacb  day, 
be  closes  bis  oycs  at  ihe  ciid  of  iho  last  bour  allotted  bim  on 
eartb.  If  Orion  recognizi  .s  Ihi^,  aud  dutermincs  not  to  shirk 
tbe  duty  imjDOsed  upon  him  by  eiisti  iice,  but  now  for  tiio  tust- 
time  duilieates  bis  strontrtli  to  it  r\iA\i  t-arnestlv,  tben  tbe  dav 
will  come  wbcn  1  myself  sball  look  upon  bim  witb  respect,  yee^ 
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admiration.  Tlie  ahipvreck  of  which  the  merchaint  spok» 
"bm  oome.    Let  us  sce  how  he  will  breast  tho  waves  and  deport 

bimself,  after  being  dashed  upoii  the  Strand. 

**  Let  US  see,"  repeated  Paula,  "  and  wish  that  he  may  find 
the  good  advisor!  As  I  listened  to  you,  there  came  over  me  a 
sense  of  Obligation  to  perform  that  part.  Bui  uo,  nol  Ile 
has  himself  sapped  the  roots  of  a  compassion  that  I  might  be- 
stow ujjon  an  enemy  after  bo  terrible  a  blow  as  this.  He,  he 
— ^nothing  iti  or  sliail  ho  bc  to  me,  uutil  the  end  of  time.  I 
have  to  thank  you  for  opening  to  me  this  haveu  of  peace. 
Help  me  to  bamsh  hence  eyery  thing  inimical  that  approaches 
to  distarb  my  repose  herein.  If  Orion  yentureB,  with  whatso- 
ever  design,  to  effect  an  entrance  into  this  house,  by  force  or 
ßtealth,  then  I  rely  upon  you,  my  friend  and  my  deliverer!" 

So  saying  shc  offered  Piiilippus her  hand,  and  while  he  chisped 
it,  bis  beart  fiwelled  with  renewed  tendemeas,  and  be  cried, 
joyfully: 

**  Every  power  at  my  command  is  yours.  Depend  upon 
that,  and  if  you  could  reciprocate  the  devoted  love  of  a  piain, 
faithf ul  man — 

**  Ko  further;  no,  no,  PhüippusP'  interposedPanlay  withdis- 
tressf iü  eagemesB.   Fast  leagued  togetber  let  ns  be  as  fnends, 

as  brother  and  sister. " 

"As  brother  and  sister?"  repeated  be,  disconsolately,  with 
a  melancholy  smile.  "  Ob,  yes,  beautifiil,  beautiful  is  friend- 
ship.  And  yet — let  me  speak — I  htul  dreamed  of  love,  the 
surging  sea  of  passion,  here,  höre  within  I  have  feit  and  still 
feel  its  waves —  But  man,  man — "  and  so  saying  he  pressed 
bis  t'ist  to  hisforehead.  "  Fool!  have  you  forgotteu  the  Image 
shown  you  by  your  mirror,  know  you  no  more  that  you  are  a 
rough,  coarse  lellow,  that  the  glowing  flower  after  which  you 
strive — " 

Again  Paula  drevnear  io  the  Mend  bef ore  vhose  stormy 

impatience  sho  had  retreated,  and  while  she  oourageously 
gra>]^ed  bis  hand,  she  ched,  pleadingly: 

' '  Sot  so,  Philippus,  my  aear,  precious,  only  friend !  The 
glowing  flower  whidi  you  ask  for  I  cnn  not  gi^■e  to  you  or  any 
one  eise!  I  possess  it  no  longer;  for,  when  it  had  once  bloomed, 
reckless  feet  came  and  crushed  it.  Do  not  rate  the,reflection 
in  your  miiTor;  do  not  call  youi-scU"  a  coarse  fcllow.  Just  as 
you  are,  tho  best  and  fahrest  niight  be  proud  of  your  love. 
Am  I  not^  sball  I  not  always  be,  proud  of  your  friendship?" 

Friendsbip,  friendship!"  repeated  be^  paffldonately^  wrench- 
in^  away  bis  band  from  her's.  This  buming^  longing  beart 
ibzrsts  after  otber  feelingsl  Oh»  woman»  womanl    f  know 
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the  wretch  who  trampled  upon  that  flower  of  flowers  in  your 

heart,  aiid  I  am  a  fool  for  becoming  h\<  enlogLst,  his  defcndor, 
and— wliatcver  it  mny  oost — shall  ho  airaiii,,  so  long  as  you — 
Perliajts  Iho  glowing  llower  will  .striku  forth  new  roots  iuto  the 
soil  of  liutred,  and  1,  the  wretch  who  watered  them,  sh^  stand 
by  as  witness. 

Once  more  Paola  seized  both  the  surgeon's  handSy  and  cried 
out  in  nnaffected  angiüsh: 

I  implorc^  I  beseech  you  to  cease  thisi  How  q-vo.  1  live 
peacefully  here,  without  offending  a^ainst  pror.  y — ^as  deli- 
cacy  teaches  ereiy  maiden  to  be  ahocking — unc.    «iie  same  roof 

and  in  constant  Jissociation  witli  you,  if  youoverstep  the  bounds 
ol  firm^  true  friendship?  I  am  a  forlora  girl,  and  would  de- 
spair  and  give  mysclf  up  for  lost,  if  1  did  not  believc  tluit  I 
niiglit  be  Belf-?ustaiiiiiif^.  Be  satistied  with  what  i  cau  oller 
you,  friend,  and  God  will  reward  you  for  it!  Let  ns  both  re- 
main  worthy  of  the  estccm  which,  Heaven  be  thanked,  we 
heartily  feel  for  one  another. 

Greatly  agitat^^i,  tbo  doctor  bovved  down  to  her,  and  wiih 
difliculty  maatermg  himself,  pressed  her  white  hand  to  his  hps, 
and  whUe  he  was  doing  this,  Perpetua  entered  the  room  with 
tbe  treaeurer. 

This  honest  officer  was  a  slight  man,  not  tall,  nor  yet  short, 
not  old  nor  yet  young,  with  a  refined  and  intelhgent  counte- 
nance,  pale,  careworn,  and  seamed  byhard  work  and  responsi- 
bility.  He  cast  a  quick,  steady  glance  upon  the  two>  and  thcn 
lay  down  before  Paula  a  considorable  sum  of  money  in  gold 
coins.  His  yoimg  niastcr  sent  it,  in  aecordance  with  the  will 
of  his  dec(  ;i-"d  father,  for  her  first  needfnl  cxpenditures;  the 
reniaininir  largur  share  of  hw  property,  togetlier  with  a  State- 
ment of  her  account,  would  be  paid  over  to  her  after  the 
f  uneral  of  tho  Mukaukas. 


her  fortune  would  Ijo,  and  it  proved  tobe  so  cousiderable  that 
Paula  cüuid  not  trual  lier  ears. 

She  now  saw  herself  relioTed  from  any  amdety  as  to  a  suj^ 
port,  yes,  so  well  provided  for  that  ahe  would  have  been  jnsti* 
iied  in  maintaining  some  State. 

The  physician  had  been  a  witness  to  this  conversation,  and 
he  was  sorely  disturbed  at  it.   The  thonght  of  being  eveiy* 

thing  to  the  poor  orphan  Paula,  and  being  permitted  to  pro- 
tect  her  against  want,  htul  made  bim  so  happyl 

The  retreat  wliich  he  had  procurcd  for  her,  and  evrrything 
eise  that  she  needed^  he  had  beea  ready  to  take  upon  himsellr 
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aQd  now  it  appoared  that  she  was  not  only  more  noble  in  Sta- 
tion, but  richer  than  he  was  himfolf. 

It  seemed  to  him  as  if  Orion's  deputy  had  robbed  him  of 
life's  sweetest  jov,  and  after  he  had  conducted  Paula  to  her 
w  orthy  old  host  und  Iiis  family,  wilh  bowed  head,  he  lef t  the 
houae  of  HufiniUL 

When  the  time  came  for  gomg  to  reet^  Perpetua  was  agun 
permitted  to  undress  her  dear  mistress;  bat  Patda  foimd  no 
sleep,  and  next  mommg  when  she  joined  her  new  friends^  she 
Said  to  heraelfj  that  here,  ii  anywhere,  was  the  place  where  she 
might  regniTi  her  lost  peaoo  of  mind,  but  that  she  must  fight 
manj  a  battle,  and  waoder  a  long  way  ere  she  could  attoiu 
uuto  it. 


At  the  same  time  as  she^  Orion  had  retumed  to  bis  spart- 

ments.  Adjoining  them  was  the  Chamber  of  little  Maria^ 
whom  he  had  not  seen  again  since  he  had  left  his  father's 

Chamber  of  deafli.  ITo  knew  that  she  lay  there  ill  of  fever,  but 
he  could  not  get  his  owji  consent  to  a^k  nffcr  her.  Did  he  hap- 
pen  to  thiuk  of  her  involuutarily  he  ciiuehed  his  fists.  Shat- 
tered  in  spirit,  despairing,  beside  himself,  capable  oX  no  oth'er 
thought  thau  that  he  was  the  luost  miserable  of  all  miserable 
people,  that  he  was  pursued  by  his  father's  curse,  that  nothing 
could  atone  for  the  past,  that  a  rude^  inapproachable  potrer 
had  made  his  tmest  friend  an  enemy,  and  tbat  there  was  no 
possibility  of  becoming  reoonciled,  of  moving  her  to  utter  one 
forgiving  wor  l  .  or  bestowupon  him  a  friendly  look,  some* 
times  he  paced  the  spacious  apartment  from  end  to  end,  and 
then  again  would  throw  himself  on  the  floor,  in  front  of  the 
divan,  and  bury  his  glowiug  eountenance  in  its  soft  eusliions. 
Occasionally  hu  feit  the  impulse  to  pray,  but  speedily  desisted, 
for,  was  there  a  power  in  heaven  or  upon  earih  tliat  could  a^yen 
again  that  eye  now  closed  in  death,  or  again  set  liiuL  peuiüed 
heart  to  beatin^,  or  give  speecih  to  that  palsied  tongue,  and 
grant  to  him^  me  outoast,  that  after  which  bis  soul  panted, 
without  whidi  he  feit  as  if  he  must  perish^  yiz,,  his  father's 
forciveness^  forgiveness,  forgiveness!" 


his  breast  and  forehcad  with  his  fist,  at  tlie  same  time  uttenng 
loud  cries  of  anguish,  imprecations  and  hinients. 
About  midnight — ^just  twelve  hours  had  elapsed  sinoe  th^ 
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besidc  himself,  he  would  beat  upon 
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dreadf  ul  eyent,  and  it  seemed  to  him  like  so  many  days — lio 
flung  himself  down  upon  the  divan  aud  uttered  a  groan  so  loud 
that>  in  the  stiUness  of  the  night,  he  was  terrified  at  himself« 
and  seized  with  pan^s  of  compassion  and  dismay  at  his  ovm 
grief.  He  turned  his  face  to  the  wall,  in  Order  to  diut  out 
from  his  eye«  the  füll,  pure  moonlight  tliat  merely  showed  him 
things  tluit  he  did  not  want  to  see,  and  that  gave  him  paiu. 

His  tortures  began  to  transgress  the  hmits  of  tlir*  ^earable. 
How  torn  and  manglcd  seemed  Iiis  own  soul!  anti  ho  was 
tem])tril  to  seize  his  sharjiest  sword,  and  put  an  abrupt  likI  to 
this  unbuarable,  overwhelming  sorrow,  as  the  fierce  Ajax  and 
Cato  hiid  done  before. 

With  a  quick  movement  he  started  up;  for — ^there  was  no 
optica!  illufiion,  no  mistake  abont  it — ^the  door  of  his  room 
had  sof tly  opened,  and  a  white  form  entered  it  with  inandibly 
üght  and  ghost-like  steps. 

A  cold  shudder  ran  over  the  frame  of  the  brave  man,  bat 
t])«'  vciT  ncxt  minute  he  recognized  little  Maria  in  his  noo 
tun  al  visitor. 

!Noiöelessly  she  drew  near  to  him  in  the  ciear  moonlight,  but 
he  callod  out  to  hör  sternly: 

**  "VVliai  means  this?    AVhat  do  you  want?*' 

Then  the  child  shrunk  back,  stood  still  tremblingly,  ini- 
ploringly  stretched  out  her  hands  to  him  and  timidly  stam- 
mered: 

**  I  heard  you  keep  on  grieving.  Poor,  poor  Orion!  And 
it  is  I  who  have  brought  all  this  upon  you.  I  could  not  stay 
any  longcr  in  bed,  there — yes,  I  h;id  to — " 

Herc  sobs  iiiteiTupted  her,  but  Orion  calied  out  to  her: 
Tliat  will  (lo!   Go  back  to  your  room  and  sieep;  Tll  try 
not  to  groaii  so  loud.** 

Tlie.se  last  wurdd  sounded  less  liarsh;  for  he  remarked  that 
the  child,  although  sick,  had  come  to  him  with  bare  feet  and 
night  rohe  shaking  from  cold,  excitement,  and  sobbing;  but 
Maria  did  not  stir,  only  shaking  her  head,  and  making  lejoinder 
whilo  she  wept  sofily  all  the  while: 

Ko,  no,  I  stay  here  and  donot  stir  before  I  know  that  you 
—oh,  oh!  can  you  not  forgire  me?  but  Imust  teil  you  about 

So  saying,  obcying  a  sudden  ini|)ulse  she  ran  straiglit  up  to 
him^  tlingin<^  her  arms  around  his  neck  and  iiestling  her  head 
upon  his  bosom,  and  as  he  did  not  immediately  repulso  her, 
she  kissed  his  cheeks  and  brow. 

Then  a  stränge  feehng  came  over  him;  he  did  not  himsrif 
know  how  it  came  about,  l>ut  his  soul  melted  within  him,  and 
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the  moisture  with  which  his  eyes  and  face  were  bedewed  came 
not  only  from  the  child's  tears  bul  Iiis  own. 

So  passedsomo  long,  silent  moments;  but  at  last  he  loosened 
fhe  litÜe  one's  claspiiig  arms,  and  exclaimed: 

How  hot  Your  hands  and  cheeks  are^  poor  thingl  You 
have  feyer,  and  you^  take  cold^  through  this  foUj— for  the 
night  ivind  is  veiy  chillj.  '* 

With  difScnltyhad  he  restrained  his  tears;  and  while  he 
gasped  out  these  woids  he  flong  the  black  mantie,  that  he  had 
thiown  aside^  solidtonfllj  about  her^  and  then  said^  kindly: 

"  Be  qniet  now,  and  too,  will  try  to  compose  myself.  As- 
snredlj  you  meant  no  hmn;  and  I  bear  you  iio  grudge  for  it« 
Go  liow,  you  can  pass  through  the  antechamber  without  danger 
from  the  draught.    Well,  are  you  going?** 

"  Xo,  no,"  answeied  she,  eagerly,  "  you  must  let  me  finish 

what  I  liave  to  say,  or  eise  I  ran  not  sloop.  Ton  see,  I  never 
thonght  of  doing  you  a  mischii  1'.  of  brin;ziiJg  you  into  such 
dreadful  trouble;  no,  never!  I  had  l)c'en  angry  with  you  be- 
fore.  becaiiso  you — but  then,  dcar  nie,  tlien  rually  I  was  not 
thiaking  oi  you  at  all,  but  only  of  poor  Paula.  You  do  not 
know  how  good  she  is;  and  grandfather  used  to  love  her  so 
dearly  bef ore  you  came  back,  and  there  he  lay,  about  to  die 
Boon,  and  I  knew  that  he  held  Paula  for  a  thief  and  a  liar,  and 
to  see  him  close  his  eves  in  such  an  error  and  such  injustioe 
seemed  to  me  then  a  thioL^  so  unspcakably  dreadful,  not  only 
for  grandfather's  sake,  but  Paula^s,  that  I — oh,  Orion,  our 
merciful  Savionr  is  my  witness,  that  I —  And  though  it  had 
been  niy  dcaih  1  could  not  have  done  otherwise  then — ^it  would 
2mye  kiikd  mc  to  keep  biience.'* 

**  And  pcrhaps  it  is  as  well  that  you  did  speak,'*  interposed 
the  young  man,  heaving  a  deep  sigh.  You  see,  my  little  girl, 
your  dead  fathcr's  brother  is  a  lost  man,  and  it  matters  little 
about  him;  but  Paula,  who  is  a  thoiisand  times  bettcr  than  I, 
at  least  you  caused  justice  to  bo  done  her;  and  because  I  lore 
her  much  more  dearly  than  such  a  little  one  as  you  can  under- 
stand,  I  ßhall  gladly  make  fi  iends  with  you  again;  yes,  love 
you  better  than  ever.  Thifl  is  nothini;  magnanimous  and 
meritorious,  for  1  need  love,  a  great  dcal  of  love,  to  make  life 
cndnrable.  Pool  that  I  am,  I  trifled  away  the  best  love,  and 
now  I  am  ploased  to  have  yours,  and  would  not  willindy  miss 
it!  So,  there 's  my  band  upon  it;  give  me  one  more  kiss,  and 
thon  rro  to  bod  and  to  sieep. 

But  iM.ii  i;i  woidd  not  iietd  liini  as  yet,  only  ihauking  him 
ünpetuously,  and  tiien  asked^  with  beanüng  eyes: 
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"Bo  Ton  really  loved  Panla,  did  you?*'    Bnt  here  ahe 
etopped  suddenly  and  exclaiined:  '  '  And  little  Catharine — " 

Never  mind  about  that,  child/'said  ho,  with  a  ßigh,  and 
take  a  lessou  lor  your  own  use  froni  aii  Lhis.  You  soe,  in  a 
giddy  hour  I  committed  a  vroug,  and  to  hide  it  I  had  to  com- 
mit  another^  imtil  it  grew  moimtain-high^  feil  back  upon  me 
and  cruBhed  me.  Kow^  I  am  the  most  wretched  of  men^  and 
perhaps  might  have  been  the  happii  st.  Through  my  own 
levity,  my  own  weakness  and  crime,  I  have  ruined  my  whole 
lifc.  I  have  lost  Paula,  who  was  dearer  tome  than  all  tho  rcst 
of  the  World  put  togetlier.  Ycs,  Maria,  could  sho  liave  Vtccome 
mine,  your  poor  uncle  would  have  been  the  most  enviable  of 
men  and  a  worthy,  energetic  one  to  boot;  but  as  it  is,  *  gono  is 
gonc. '  Go  to  rest,  chüd;  when  you  are  older  you'U  under- 
stand  all  this!'' 

"  Oh,  I  miderstand  it  nov;  and  mnch  better^  may  bc,  than 
yott  thinkP'  exdaimed  the  ten-jear-old  child.  ^d  if  you 
really  love  Paula  80,  why  shomd  fihe  not  retnm  your  loye? 
You  aro  so  handsome,  you  knov  bo  much,  eveiybody  likes  you, 
and  Paula,  I  know,  would  smile  on  you,  if  only —  If  you  will 
not  be  angry,  I'll  toll  jmi." 

"  Teil  on,  little  simpleton. 

"  She  can  not  bear  any  ill  will  against  you,  when  she  leams 
how  frisrhtfnllyyou  havo  sutlercd  on  her  account,  and  that  you 
are  so  kiud-hearted  and  only  once  did — ^you  know  what!  Be- 
fore  you  came  back,  grandfather  used  to  say  a  hundred  times 
what  a  lifeloiig  joy  you  were  going  to  bring  him;  and  now, 
now —  You  are  my  uncle,  and  I  am  only  a  silly  little  thing; 
but  this  I  know,  that  it  will  fare  with  you  like  the  prodigal 
8on  in  the  Bible.  Grandpapa  and  you  parted  in  anger  just 
throuo^h  orerhastiness." 

He  cursed  me,^^  said  Orion,  in  a  hollow  tono. 

"No,  no!  Not  one  of  Iiis  last  wwds  e^caped  me.  Only 
your  deed  he  condemned.  with  terriblc  words,  and  thrust  you 
away  from  Iiis  couch." 

'*  Where's  the  differenoe;  cursed  or  thrust  away?** 
Oh,  a  Ycry  great  one!  He  had  reason  to  be  angry  with 
you;  but  the  prodigal  son  in  the  Bible  was  his  father  s  best 
beloved,  and  he  killed  for  him  the  fetted  ( alf  aud  pardoned 
him  eveiything^  and  so  will  my  grandfather  do  to  you  in 
heaven,  when  you  aro  good  ngn'm,  as  you  used  to  be  to  him  and 
to  US  all.  And  Paula  will  pardon  von,  too.  I  know  Irt — you 
will  poou  öue — ('alliarino  loved  you  too,  but  she — dear  nu'I  she 
is  ainiost  as  cliildish  a«  1  am:  and  if  von  are  onlv  frientllv  with 
her  all  the  time  and  make  her  some  riglit  prctty  present,  shö 

« 
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will  find  it  all  right.  SJio  deserves  ]nniishmeut  for  her  falfie 
witness,  and  her's  is  not  to  be  comparcd  witli  yours/* 

These  words  from  tbe  mouth  of  an  innocent  child  feil  as 
sweetly  iq^oii  the  perturbed  spirit  of  the  desperate  young  man 
as  dew  upon  the  meadows  in  time  of  drought.  Öe  was  stili 
meditatmg  upon  fhem  long  af ter  Maria  had  S>waä  rest 


OHAPTER  XVm. 

THB  FÜNERAL  OF  THE  MUKAUKAS. 

The  f  Lineral  Services  of  the  Mukaukas  George  took  place  on 
the  third  duy  after  his  death.  »Sinre  the  clergy  had  prohibited 
tho  old  heathenish  fashion  of  niakiiig  mummies,  and  the  buru- 
ing  of  the  dcad  also  had  been  discöiitiiiued  in  the  time  of  the 
Antonines,  öoon  after  their  departuie,  the  deceased  "had.  to  be 
lowered  into  fhe  groond:  onl^  the  most  distinguished  people 
were  embalmed  and  deposited  in  churches  or  chapels  endowed 
for  the  pnrpose. 

Gonformably  to  his  own  direction  the  corpse  of  the  Mukau- 
kas George  was  to  be  conveyed  to  Alexandria  and  buhed  there 
bofide  his  father  in  St.  John's  Cliurch,  but  the  carrier-dovo 
that  had  horw  to  flu»  jiati-iai'Lli  the  tidings  of  the  governor's 
death  had  come  back  with  tlic  niessage  that  obstaclcs  opposed 
themsühes  to  the  gratification  of  this  wish  on  the  part  of  tho 
deceased,  and  that  meanwhile  his  corpse  must  be  laid  in  the 
faiiiily  vault  at  Memphis. 

In  the  memory  oi  man  no  aimilar  f  xmeral  procession  had 
been  seen  there.  Even  the  Moslem  govemor  of  the  land,  the 
grmt  General  Amr,  had  come  over  from  the  other  bank  of  the 
Nile  with  his  chief  officers,  civil  and  mihtary,  in  Order  to  pay 
the  last  honors  to  the  highly  estccmed  and  just  govemor. 
Their  sinewy,  brawny  sha]ios  and  handsome  seif  -  contained 
countenances,  their  golden  iu  hiK't  s  and  Shirts  of  niail  studded 
with  precious  stones,  booty  from  the  conquest  of  the  Persian 
Empire  and  Syria,  their  .s|)lendid,  richly  capari^^oned  chargers 
and  the  iiobilil^'  of  their  bearing  had  niade  a  great  impressiou 
npon  the  mnltitude.  In  slow  and  digniüed  manner  had  they 
come^  like  a  tempest-driven  storm-dood  had  they  ]  1  u  vay. 
From  the  cemetery  they  had  daahed  homeward  along  the  Küe 
Street,  and  then  over  the  bridge  of  boats  with  the  clanking  of 
spurs  Baad  rattling  of  iioofs.  From  the  white  clouds  of  dust 
enveloping  theni  liad  fia^^hcd  forth  the  lightnhig  of  üery 
glances,  and  their  golden  ai  nior  glittered  in  the  suniight. 

Yüü,  each  one  oi:  thosc  kuights^  equalliug  a  proud  prinoe,  it 
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could  not  be  Iiord  to  them  to  annihflate  the  mightiesfc  empire 
iii  tLo  World. 

Men  and  women,  all  had  timidly  admired  them,  but  most  of 
all  the  hcroic  form  and  dark,  hand?omo,  raanly  countenance  of 
General  Amr  and  the  son  of  dt-cfused,  ^vho,  at  Iiis  com- 
mand,  had  ridden  forth  by  bis  side  from  the  guvumür'ö  palace 
in  morning  garb,  on  a  jet  ])lack,  liigh-bred  stoed. 

The  haiidöome  youth  aud  the  glorious,  poweri'ul  man  lormed 
a  pair  £rom  whidti  the  women  nnwillingly  tumed  their  eyes. 
Both  appeared  alike  distinguished  in  bearing  and  perfect  in 
form,  Doth  equally  dexterous  in  cttrbing  the  impatience  of 
their  steeds,  and  both  seemed  bom  to  command.  A  more 
powerful  Impression  was  made  ii]!0!i  many  a  Memphite  by  the 
gracefully  poiscd  licad,  clear  cut  eagle  noso,  and  dark^  glowing 
eyes  of  the  renowind  goiienil  tlmn  by  the  more  symmetrica! 
features  and  flowiiig  lockö  ol  the  governor's  son,  that  last 
represciitative  of  Üie  oldest  and  ^ji-oudcst  family  in  all  Egypt. 

Pro  Uli  1}  aiid  haiightily  the  Arabiau  looked  ötruj^ht  betöre 
him^  aud  the  }yi\ns  man's  fixed  gaze  was  Bimilarly  directed, 
and  yet  a  few  times  ne  tamed  bis  head  aromid  in  oraer  to  sor- 
Tey  the  mourning  mtdtitude.  When  he  discovered  Paula 
among  the  women  foUowhig  the  corpse  a  look  of  joy  illummed 
bis  pale  countenance,  and  bis  chceks  flushed  slightly;  the  ont- 
look  in  front  had  furrowcd  bis  hrovr  and  lent  so  sinister  an  ex- 
pressiou  to  bis  features  tluit  many  a  Citizen  whispercd  to  his 
nei<rhbor  "  that  gay,  aliable  yomig  man  iß  going  to  turn  out  a 
severe  ruler.** 

What  was  excitiug  his  Indignation  had  not  escaped  either  his 
illustrious  companion  or  the  multitude. 

He  alone  knew  that  the  patriarch  had  interdicted  the  trans- 
ference  of  his  father's  mortal  remams  to  Alexandria;  but  eyery- 
body  remarkcd  the  singularly  smnll  attendance  of  tiie  Mem- 
phis clergy  at  this  fimeraL  Only  Bishop  Plotinus,  with  the 
leanied  and  conrageous  presb}i:er  J ohn  wero  tbore  with  a  fcw 
chorister  boys,  who  bore  a  crucifix,  chantin^  in  front  of  the 
hearse,  drawn  by  six  fiery  steeds,  ujdou  wliii'ii  the  costly  sar- 
cophagus  was  carried  to  the  cemetery  in  accordance  with  an  old 
usage. 

Before  this^  all  dismounted  from  their  horses^  and  bare* 
footed  runners  in  the  sendce  of  the  Arabswere  at  hand  to  hold 
the  horses. 

At  the  grave  the  bishop  spoke  warm  words  of  eulogy  which 
were  followed  by  wretchedly  cxccuted  and  feeble  singingon 

the  part  of  tho  choristen^,  wlien  the  multitude,  many  tbousand 
strong,  took  up  the  dirgo  themselves  and  sent  forth  such  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


190 


TSE  BBIDE  OF  THE  NUA. 


lond  and  miglity  wall  m  had  hardly  eyer  befoie  resoimded 

through  this  church-yard.  The  remainiiig  ceremonies — the 
clergy  being  abseilt  to  wliom  tlieir  condnct  properly  belonged — 
were  quickly  and  imperfectly  dispafcched. 

General  Amr,  whose  falcon  eyes  nothing  esca]>ed,  irnme- 
diately  obsoi  vt d  what  was  lacking  here,  and  called  out  to  Orion, 
iii  a  tone  bo  loud  aud  inconsiderate  that  his  remark  was  heai'd 
afar  off: 

The  dead  is  now  paying  the  penalty  of  what  the  Illing,  as 
a  wise  maii,  did  for  the  good  of  hiscoTintiymoonjuiictioii  with 

US  Moslems." 

"By  oider  of  the  patriarch/'  returned  Orion,  his  voice 

trcmbh'ng  ho  ^poko,  nnd  the  veins  in  his  forehead  swelling 
witli  ani^cr.  "  But  l)y  my  father^s  soiil/"'  and  here  he  shook 
his  ciinched  fist,  ''ii  there  is  a  juöt  God,  Benjamin  will  not 
suceeed  in  shutting  the  door  of  heaveu  against  the  bravest  of 
the  brave. " 

We  carry  the  key  to  ours  in  our  own  girdles,"  replied  the 
ceneral^  BmiUng  in  a  eelf-satisfied  manner^  and  tapping  hia 
hroad  ehest,  wmle  he  cast  a  friendly  glance  upon  the  yonng 
man.  **  Come  and  see  me  Saturday,  young  man;  Iwantto 
talk  with  youl  Toward  sundown  1 11  expect  you  over  at  my 
house.  If  I  am  not  back  before  dark^  you  will  have  to  wait 
for  me/' 

So  saying  Amr  seized  Iiis  liorse's  mane  and  vaulted  into  the 
saddle  like  any  youth  before  Orion  coidd  tender  liiö  assistance, 
althontjh  he  was  füll  fifty  vears  old.  As  soon  as  he  was 
mouutcd  he  gavc  his  mcu  thc  signai  ior  departure. 

Kot  a  Word  of  what  had  passed  betweeu  thetwo  menescaped 
Paula»  who>  with  the  Lady  Nephoris^  stood  close  by  the  open 
family  yauLi  Pale  as  he  had  been,  dad  in  costly  bat  pMa 
and  ffowing  garments,  as  he  had  just  appeared  in  his  righteous 
indi^ation,  nobody  coulddeny  that  these  lastdays  htid  wrought 
a  mighty  chancre  in  thc  mis^uided  yoimg  man.  After  Paula 
had  led  fho  ]>;de,  woe-l)i'güne  widow  to  her  carriage  and  then 
gono  honu'  aione  witli  Perpetua,  bhe  was  pursued  by  the  image 
of  the  handsome,  w  rathful  manas  he  had  stood  there  appealing 
to  the  justice  of  God. 

It  had  not  escaped  her  that  he  had  observed  her  as  she  stood 
oj^posite  to  him  beeide  the  open  yanlt^  and  althcMi^li  she  had 
Bucceeded  well  in  aroiding  his  glance,  at  the  eame  time  her 
weak  heart  had  throbbed  so  vidently  that  ahe  could  still  feel 
its  pulsations,  and  she  had  not  succeeded  in  concentrating  her 
thoughts  u]ion  tlic  dear  deceascd,  as  was  right. 

Bo  far  Onon  had  neither  approached  herpeaoeful  asylum 
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xifmself,  nor  sent  an  cnvoy  to  her  to  commit  her  propertj  into 
lier  luincls,  and  she  fouiid  this  a  matter  of  coiirse,  for  she  need- 
ed  no  one  t(  teil  her  iiow  many  demands  were  made  upon  his 
time  at  this  sea^^on. 

Altlioiigli  before  the  f  iineral  slie  had  been  firnily  determined 
to  ducliiio  hirf  visit,  uud  empowered  her  nursü  to  receive  her 
property  at  his  haiids,  such  conduct,  after  iho  intcrment  no 
longer  appeared  seemly  to  her;  yes,  out  of  defeience  for  the 
memory  oi  the  deceased,  she  deemed  it  her  duty  not  to  repiüse 
Orion  if  he  should  come  to  her  seekiDg  forgiyenes& 

And  she  owed  her  uncle  auother  thiug.  Slie  wanted  to  ho 
the  one  who,  m  accordauce  with  Philippus^B  idca,  slioiild  point 
,out  life  to  his  son  as  an  offico,  a  service,  aud  sshould  he  open 
his  lienrt  to  this  adnionition  theii — no — even  then  all  must  be 
Over  between  them — dead — comjiktely  dead — as  fire  on  a 
sanken  raft,  as  a  soap  bubble  that  has  burst>  as  a  musical  note 
that  has  dicd  away. 

And  this  admonition  that  she  wanted  to  have  given  to  the 
man  whom  she  had  once  looked  np  to  so  highly !  What  saye 
her  the  right  to  im^rt  it  to  himr  EEad  he  not  looked  üke  a 
man  fully  ca])able  ot  directing  and  carrying  oni  his  o^yn  aims 
in  life?  Her  heart  pined  after  him^  all  that  was  in  her  louged 
to  behold  him  again,  once  more  to  hear  his  voice;  and  this 
longing  dcsire  she  callcd  dnty,  confounding  it  with  the  grati- 
tude  which  she  owed  the  deceased. 

AV  hoily  absorbed  in  these  deliberations  and  doubt  s,  she 
hardly  heard  a  word  of  what  the  garrulous  Perpetua  was  say- 
ine:  as  she  walked  aloii^  by  her  side. 

The  old  woman  conld  not  content  herself  with  such  funeral 
solemnities;  for  eyerything  had  been  diSerent  from  the  fu- 
nerals  ttso^y  condncted  at  Memphis.  No  priests^  a  retanue  of 
horsemen,  mourners,  the  dead  man's  own  son  among  them> 
riding  too,  although  everybody  knew  that  custom  required 
thcir  going  afoot!  A  pitiful  scrceching  of  miserable  bovs  at 
tlie  orave  of  such  a  man,  and  thon  that  stentorian  chorus  i'rom 
the  throats  of  a  thousand  vulgariuns;  why  it  was  like  to  spht 
the  ilrum  of  lier  ear!  However,  slie  could  stand  that  last,  for 
the  Mempkiluö  had  duue  it  ouL  oi"  rcvurence  for  the  deceased! 
This  thought  even  touched  her  faithf  ul  heart  and  drove  the 
tears  to  her  eyes,  but  at  the  same  time  ronsed  her  Indignation^ 
for  had  she  not  seen  common  people  buried  in  a  more  solemn 
manner  and  with  more  imposing  ccrcmonics  than  the  great, 
good  Mukaukas,  who  had  endowed  the  Churcli  so  splendidiy 
too.  Yes,  these  Jacobites!  Kobody  eise  could  have  acted  so 
UDgratefuily;  such  a  crime  only  Üieir  heretical  chief  could 
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liave  committed.  In  St.  Cecilia's  Convent,  it  was  known  from 
the  abbess  down  to  tlic  younircst  novicc  tbat  the  patriarch  had 
notified  the  bishop,  through  a  carrier  dovo,  tliat  the  clergy 
were  not  to  particdpate  in  the  fuueral  Services.  Good  PIotinuH 
had  been  much  wrought  np  by  tbis  command,  aud  yet  it  had 
not  been  in  his  power  Lo  coiinteract  it,  although  he  would  fol- 
low  the  ooffin  in  person  himaelf ,  and  did  not  deter  the  presby ter 
from  accompanyiiig  him.  Por  that  matter,  joung  Master 
Orion  did  not  look  at  all  as  if  he  meant  to  let  this  insult  to  his 
lather  go  nnpunished.  But  whose  arm  is  long  enough  to 
reach  to  the  patriarchal  sec?  ]^]xce])t — but  no,  that  can  not 
bc  possible:  at  the  bare  thoiight  of  it  cold  chills  ran  over  her. 
But  yet,  still —  How  very  affably  that  great  general  from 
over  yonder  liad  spokon  with  him!  Heavenly  Fathor!  If  he, 
like  so  many  unprincipled  Egyptiana,  should  ab  jure  the  holy 
Christian  rehgion  aud  accept  the  teachings  of  the  lying  prophet 
of  the  Arabs!  It  was  tcmptiug,  to  be  sui'e,  for  profiigatc  men, 
vho  could  take  into  their  hotuses  half  a  dozen  of  more  wiyes, 
vithont  being  chargeable  with  sin.  A  gentleman  like  Mr. 
Orion  conld  support  them^  for  the  abbess  had  said  how  the 
whole  World  regai  ded  the  great  Mukankaa  as  a  very  wealthjr 
man,  and  the  head  elerk  of  the  city  even  could  not  compnte 
the  sum  of  his  immense  riches.  Yes,  yes,  Ood's  dispensations 
are  unsearchable.  Why  sliould  He  smother  one  uiider  a 
ßhower  of  gold,  wliile  to  many  poor  folks  He  does  not  give 
enough  to  still  the  pangs  of  hunger! 

At  the  clüse  of  this  clluöiüu  the  women  reached  honie,  and 
here  for  tiie  first  time  Paula  breathed  freelj,  Awaj,  away 
with  fhat  passion^  be  it  hate  or  loye^  that  was  foreyer  striving 
for  domimon  over  her!  Kot  until  all  was  pa.st  between  Orion 
and  herseif,  and  the  last  tie  broken  that  bound  her  to  the 
govcmor's  mansion,  could  she  rightly  enjoy  her  new  freedora 
and  tranquil  happinoss  in  that  beautiful  liome,  for  which  she 
had  to  thank  the  forethought  of  the  doctor. 

Dared  nlie  tlicn  ask  more  than  the  prescnt  olTerod  lier? 

She  had  gilded  into  a  truo  havon  of  rej  iose,  where  nothins^ 
was  lackiug  that  she  needed,ae(  oi  (ling  tu  i  'hiüppus's  admouitory 
disconrsa  Here  were  good  people  who  appreciated  her,  many 
a  ihiiig  that  she  was  fitted  to  do^  and  that  chimed  in  with  her 
inolinations,  and  morcover,  rieh  opportimity  for  sowing  and 
reaping  affection.  BcBides  this,  a  short  and  shady  walk  bronght 
her  to  the  convent,  wliere,  among  pious  professors  of  her  own 
faith,  yhe  could  daily  attend  the  worship  of  God,  as  slie  liad 
been  accnstomod  to  do  in  her  ( iiildhoofl.  She  had  feit  a  great 
longing  for  such  spiritual  food,  aud  how  f  ully  could  it  be  su2>* 
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plied  now  by  the  old  abbess,  the  widow  of  a  noble  patrician 
irom  Constaiitinoplc,  "Nvho  had  known  her  parents.  How 
gladly  the  vigoioiis  nid  l;idy  told  of  the  j^-oddness  and  repil 
beauty  nf  that  moilier,  a\  lio  had  died  so  early  in  <:ivm^  her 
life!  She  could  pour  out  her  sorrows  iiito  Lhe  bo^uni  ot  this 
matron,  for  she  irtaled  her  as  a  dear  daughter  given  to  her  in 
her  old  age. 

And  her  hosts!  What  kind,  good  pcople  they  were,  and 
right  remarkable  too  in  tlieir  way !  She  had  not  dreamed  that 
ihere  conld  be  such  queer  and^  at  tfie  same  time  sudi  amiable 

creatures  in  existcncr! 

Therc  was  old  Iiidinus,  m  tlio  first  place,  a  lialc,  hearty  old 
graybeard,  who,  wiüi  his  Piiow-white  Jiair  and  long,  flowmg 
beard,  put  one  in  mind  jKirtly  of  tlie  upostle  John,  partly  of  a 
warrior  grown  gray  in  conllu  t.  What  a  tender,  ioviug  heart 
he  had  iu  ispile  of  bis  occasional  brusc^^ueness  of  inanncr!  In 
obligatory  intercoum  with  his  fellow  men,  when  bis  viewa 
da^ed  with  iheir's^  he  showed  himself  waggish  and  good- 
tempered.  She  had  never  met  a  sweeter  spirit  nor  one  of  sin- 
oeier  characterj  and  could  well  understand  how  it  must  rüe 
and  Tex  such  a  person,  to  be  obliged,  day  in  and  day  out,  to 
be,  at  least  in  seeming,  BomethingdifTcrent  froni  what  ne  rcally 
was.  He,  too,  hflonired  to  her  Olmrch,  allowintr  Iiis  wife  and 
daughter  to  uuend  worship  m  the  convent,  and  ncverthcless 
having  to  appear  himself  to  be  a  Ooptic  Christian,  and  niake  it 
conveuient  to  repaü',  with  Iiis  l'amily,  on  certain  hoiidays,  to 
the  Jacobite  Churcb,  whose  piain  forms  of  worship  were  not  at 
aU  to  his  taste. 

Rnflnns's  property  safficed  for  a  comfortable  subsistence  for 
himself  and  his,  and  ncvertlieless,  in  his  fashion,  he  was  hüsj 
from  morning  tili  night;  since,  however,  bis  occapations  not 

onlybroii^ht  in  nothing,  but  niade  draughts  upon  bis  trcasury, 
evorvbody  knew  bim  to  be  a  man  of  fortime,  and,  so  soon  as 
he  had  been  recognized  for  a  Melchite  by  one  of  the  patriarch'a 
spies,  this  oircumstance  would  have  brought  upon  him  per- 
secution,  exile  and  evidently  the  confiscation  of  his  gouds.  It 
was  nccessary,  then,  to  be  prudcut,  and  if  the  old  man  could 
have  only  fonnd  a  purchascr  for  his  house  and  garden  in  a  city 
where  there  were  ten  times  as  many  biuMings  standing  empty 
as  there  were  occupied  ones^  he  would  long  since  have  de- 
camped^  in  order  to  seek  a  new  home  for  himself  and  his  dear 
ones. 

Most  eldrrlv- people  of  quick  impnlses  and  not  foo  ivady  wits, 
necd  a  catciiwood  lo  scitb  as  a  trigger  or  rest  for  thought,  and 
he  was  fond  o£  umig  thus  two  sayiugs^  one  of  which  was:  Am 
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suroly  as  man  is  the  measure  of  all  thiiigs,"  aud  tlie  otlier,  re» 
f erring  to  bis  hou':e:  As  cartainly  as  I  wouH  like  to  be  rid 
of  this  mttle-trap. "  This  rattb-trap,  by  the  may,  consiöted  of 
a  well  buiii,  very  epacious  dwelling  iiouse,  witli  a  garden,  tliat 
in  foimer  dajs  woiüd  haye  oommanded  a  higli  price^  on  account 
of  its  proximity  to  the  water.  Shortly  before  the  inyasioii  of 
Egypt  by  the  Arabß  he  had,  to  be  sure,  bought  it  for  a  song, 
and  that  indecd — so  swiftly  do  times  alter — from  a  Jacobite 
Christian  who  had  been  forced  into  sudden  flight  by  Cyrus, 
who  was  Patriarch  lh(;n,  and  a  Molrhite,  because  he  had  siio- 
cfMxled  iu  Converting  the  orthodox  Hhkves  iu  his  employ  to  his 
creed. 

Dr.  Philippus  had  induced  his  aocompllFhed  aiul  oxperienoed 
friend  to  eomo  io  Memphis,  and  he  öiood  iuiLiiluiiy  by  liim, 
and  the  two  were  coadjutors  in  their  work. 

The  vife  of  Bufinas,  a  gentle,  delicate-looking  little  woman, 
with  her  thin,  somewhat  sanken  face,  must  have  been  highly 
attractive  and  lovely  once  upon  a  time,  and  might  have  been 
taken  for  hia  daughter  now,  seeing  that  she  was  füll  twenly 
years  his  jnnior. 

It  was  obvioiis  tluit  nhe  must  have  had  some  bitter  experi- 
ences  in  life,  l)ut  they  iiad  been  patieutly  endured  and  event- 
uated  in  good.  Her  linsband  had  occasioned  her  the  greatest 
care  and  anxiety  by  his  restlessness,  and  yet  hhe  sacrificed 
everything  to  his  pleasure.  She  contriyed  to  remove  every 
hinderance,  eyery  discomfort  from  his  path,  and,  with  won- 
drous  instinct  she  diyined  what  woiüd  condnce  to  his  comfoit 
and  enjoyment.  The  doctor  declared  that  her  stooping  gait 
and  the  searohing  glanoe  of  her  quic  k,  merry  bkck  eyes  came 
from  her  perpetual  sj)}iüg  upon  the  blade  of  grass  that  might 
penetrate  the  callous  heel  of  the  pedestrian,  andexposeBuhnus 
to  danger. 

**  To  save  time,"  their  daughter  Pnlclieria  was  commonly 
called  "Pul,"  when  the  old  man  did  not  prefer  to  call  her 
**  My  poor  child." 

There  was  generally  something  compassionate  in  Bufinus's 
address  to  his  daughter;  for  seldom  did  he  look  at  her  without 
asking  himself  what  would  become  of  this  beloved  bciug,  if  he, 
who  was  so  much  older,  should  close  his  eyes  ;i  i  1  his  Johanna 
epeedily  follow  him  to  the  grave.  And  Pulcheria,  who  saw 
her  mother  carc  for  her  father  to  siifli  a  degree  that  nothing 
was  lefi  fr.r  herseif  to  do  for  him,  deenn  'l  herseif  the  most 
superliuous  creature  in  tlie  world,  and  yet,  at  any  time  she 
would  have  been  ready  to  die  for  her  parents,  the  abbess,  tlieir 
faith,  for  the  doctor,  aüd  novv  für  i'aula  too,  although  tiieif 
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aoqnamtance  was  of  ooly  two  days^  standing.  .  Neverthcless 

ßhe  was  a  very  pretty,  wcll-grown  girl,  with  large,  beautiful 
eyes^  beaming  with  seiisibility  and  candor,  whilc  her  mngiiiti.- 
cent  heiid  of  aiibiim  hair  had  not  its  parallel  in  all  Egypt. 
Her  father  had  long  been  cogiiizunt  oi  her  desire  to  enter  tiie 
Convent  of  St.  Cecilia  as  a  novice  and  future  sick-nurse,  but, 
althougli  lie  had  himself  feit  a  similar  drawing  all  bis  life,  he 
had  fiereral  times  ref  used  bis  consent  in  the  mosb  pofiitire  man* 
ner,  f or  he  wonld  soon  so  to  his  father's^  and  then  her  mother^ 
80  long  as  fihe  snrrived  him^  vould  have  nobody  eise  lef  t  to 
coddle. 

Just  now  Pul  cared  less  than  usual  about  taking  the  veil, 
for  shc  liad  foiind  in  Paula  a  being  m  whose  presence  she  in- 
deed  mi^lit  feel  herseif  small,  but  to  whom  her  guilcless  soul. 
with  its  iofty  aspirationö,  iooked  up  with  delight  and  satisfac- 
tion.  Moreover,  there  were  now  patients  in  their  üwn 
housc  to  be  nursed,  viz.,  ilaistsan,  the  wounded  Masdakite,  and 
the  Fereian  Blam  The  fnrther  treatment  of  these  two  outside 
of  her  hoiise  had  been  gladly  committed  to  the  doctor  by  the 
Lady  Nephoris,  who  had  been  stunned,  as  it  were,  by  the 
frightfiü  scenc  at  her  husband's  death-bed,  and  apart  from  all 
the  Claims  of  life,  dwelt  solely  on  memories  of  the  deceascd. 

On  the  evening  after  Panla's  arrival,  the  physician  had  en- 
tereil  into  negotiations  with  his  frieiul,  coucenüng  the  accom- 
modation  of  Iiis  new  guests,  and  wlieii  the  question  of  compen- 
8ation  was  raised,  the  old  man  had  expressed  liiinself  with 
animation,  to  the  followiug  purport: 

**  Thev  aro  all  welcome.  If  they  have  wonnds  we'Il  heal 
fhem^  ii  theur  heads  aie  tumed  we'll  screw  them  round 
straight^  and  if  their  sonls  are  darkwe'll  flood  them  with 
h'ght.  If  the  fair  DamascuB  lady  pleases  to  abide  with  us^  she 
may  stay  here  witli  her  old  nurse,  so  long  as  it  suits  her  aad 
US.  We  liave  bidden  her  welcome  hcartily,  but  the  privilege  of 
Haying  farewell — do  yon  hcar— miist  bc  as  free  to  us  as  to  iier! 
One  nevcr  kjiows  how  lie^il  get  along  with  these  fine  folk,  and 
as  surely  as  I  want  to  be  rid  of  my  rattle-trap,  I  might  take  it 
into  my  heud  some  day  to  pick  my  staff  again  and  leave  it 
to  the  owls  and  jackals.  You  know  me!  Ave  are  done  now 
with  the  question  of  80-calIed  compensation.  A  füll  purse 
hangs  at  the  back  of  the  sick^  and  the  well  one  has  more  than 
Ae Tmows  what  to  do  with.  You  decide  the  amount,  but  as 
regards  the  women — I  am  in  eamest — ^niake  it  a  liberal  one! 
You  know  for  what  I  neod  Mammon,  and  it  will  be  pleasaiit 
too  for  my  Joanna  to  have  to  twist  and  turn  less  anxiously  in 
the  management  o£  her  household  alfairs.  Bosidcs^  the  Damas« 
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cuslacly  will  fecl  morc  comCortuble  witli  us,  if  blie  is  beholden  to 
US  for  nothiiiff.  It  is  not  seemly  that  the  dau^hter  of  Thomas, 
like  8ome  bird  of  passage,  sboiüd  have  to  retire  nightly  with  a 
"  Thank  you  *^  upon  her  lips.    If  each  one  pays  ms  way  then 

we  are  on  equal  ground,  and  if  onv  shows  the  other  any  par- 
ticolar  affection^  it  is  not  stifled  by  weight  of  Obligation;  it  re- 

tains  its  value  and  gives  mutual  gratification.*' 

Amcnl'*  had  the  doctor  rcsponded,  and  Paula  had  been 
well  pieased  with  her  friend's  arrangements. 

Tlie  very  next  day  she  feit  already  like  a  member  of  tlio 
liousehold,  iiltliouiili  f=hc  mnst  have  encouiitered  thiügs  hourly 
that  ULLiöL  iiavc  ijU  uciv  iier  as  stränge. 


CHAPTBR  XIX. 

TAI  11  FOES  MAKE  PAST  FRIENDS. 

^  After  the  funeral  was  orer  and  Paula  had  dincd  with 
Rufinus  and  Iiis  family  —  no  persuasions  woidd  indnco  the 
nurse  to  sit  at  table  with  her  mistress — «he  went  iiito  the  giir- 
den  with  the  old  man  and  Pnl.  The  siui  was  alreadv  low  in 
the  heavejis,  yet  its  partiiig  light  enhanced  the  brilliancy  of 
the  llowers  and  the  satin-iilve  sliecu  of  the  foliage  of  such 
tropical  plauts  as  had  not  yet  been  bumed  up  by  hoat  aud 
dronghi  A  faumpbacked  bullock  with  mottled  bide  anA  an 
aas  tixmed  the  wheel  which  drew  up  fresh  water  from  tbe  Nile^ 
emptying  it  into  a  great  cistern,  wlience  it  was  conducted  into 
littJe  canals  that  irrigated  the  cultivated  ground  on  both  sides. 
This  work  was  now  toilsome;  for  the  river  luul  fallen  to  a  de- 
gree  that  must  have  caused  solicitude,  even  at  the  season  when 
the  water  was  lowest. 

The  various  birds  of  niffled  i)liiniaofe  that  swuug  freely  in 
the  air,  suspended  irum  the  limbs  ui"  trees  in  little  cageü,  bomo 
with  their  legs  spliced  and  others  with  heads  hanging  sadly 
down^  secure  thus  from  the  cat's  claws  or  the  attacks  of  other 
foes,  were  going  to  roost^  and  Rufinus  addressed  an  endeanng 
Word  to  eaä,  or  chirped  cbeerily  to  it  with  his  lips. 

A  spicy  fragranoe  and  genuine  rural  qniet  perraded  the  gar- 
den,  everytliing,  even  the  baeks  of  the  negro  drawer  of  water 
and  the  bullock  with  his  yellow-Üecked  hide,  glimmered  in  the 
golden  sunh'izht,  and  tho  shady  grove  of  St.  (Jecüia's  Couvont 
vibrated  to  tlu'  ])uj('  song  uI  the  clioir  of  nuns. 

ruJ(  huria  heurkcucd  to  it,  turning  b<'r  hetul  in  thut  direction, 
with  her  arms  crossed  upon  her  bosuni,  and  her  father,  point- 
ing  her  out  to  Paula«  aaid,  softly: 
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"  There  is  where  her  heart  is.    May  ehe  alwajs  ihm  have  a 

slnglo  eye  for  the  glory  of  God;  what  is  woman  witiiout  re- 
ligion>  aiid  yet  here  oelow  it  Stands  good  that  everythiiig  unon 
earth  must  uo  (lune  for  önc's  Tieiirlibor  out  of  love  to  tlu'  Most 
High!  C'aii  our  just  iatlier  iu  heaven  really  wisii  that  brother 
for^ake  Ijrothor^  aud,  iu  our  ca&e,  tho  child  its  pareuts^  to  do 
Hirn  hüiior?" 

*'  Assuredly  not,"  answered  Paula.  **  As  for  me,  the  hope 
of  fiuding^  my  lost  father  agaiu  is  the  only  thing  that  deters  me 
from  taking  the  yeü^  and  like  your  Pulchena,  I  have  often 
longed  after  the  peace  of  the  cloister.   But  how  devout  and 

wrapt  your  daughtcr  looks!  AVliil  a  lovely,  touching  spec- 
tacle!  The  whole  world  looked  so  dark  aiid  gloomy  before  me, 
but  already,  sitico  T  havc  been  with  you,  thnigs  look  brightor, 
'  and  1  am  sure  tliat  l'll  find  herc,  if  anywhere,  what  I  Inst  over 
thcrc.  Ha])py  child!  As  she  sits  there  in  tho  suiiset  glow, 
does  it  not  seem  as  if  thcrc  radiatcfl  from  bor  sonie  of  the  pure 
ßpirit  of  picty  witli  which  she  is  lilled?  liid  1  not  fear  tj  dis- 
turb  her,  and  feit  worthy  of  it,  I  vvould  love  to  unite  my 
pravers  with  her 's  I" 

You  are  haying  a  share  in  them  without  that,''  smiled  the 
old  man.  At  this  instant  her  St.  Gecilia  quite  certaiDly 
bf  ars  your  featuros.    Let  us  question  her,  and  we  shall  see," 

"  Xo,  let  her  alone!"  implored  Paula,  blushiug  and  drawiug 
Eufinus  away  with  lior  to  tlic  othcr  side  of  tlio  irardon. 

Sooii  tlii'V  luid  reaclicd  the  spoL,  wlieru  a  I  viiL-e  of  thorny 
growth  partL'd  the  old  man's  land  from  the  widuw  Susannuh's. 
Here  Ruiinus  prickcd  up  his  cars  and  cxcluimed,  with  annoy- 
ance: 

^*  As  stttely  as  I  would  like  to  be  rid  of  this  rattle-trap,  they 
are  cutting  at  my  hedge  again I  Yesterday  evening  only  I 
caught  one  of  the  slaves  over  yonder  whacking  at  the  boughs, 
and  yet  I  eould  not  get  at  the  bhick  villain  through  the  thorns. 

Evidently  they  are  i^reparing  a  pecp-hole  for  some  curious  pcr- 
son  or  spy,  for  the  patriarch  knows  how  to  take  adyantage  of 
the  petticoat.  But  Til  catch  tliom!  Go  away,  plca^?e,  as 
tliough  you  bad  soen  and  heuid  iioiliing;  l'll  fetdi  my  Avliip." 

So  sayiii:^'.  the  old  man  quickly  nioved  off,  and  i'aula  was 
about  to  loilow  him,  but  hardly  hikl  hc  disappeared  ere  she 
beaid  her  name  called  by  a  voman's  yoioe,  throagh  the  open- 
ing  in  the  hedge,  and  as  she  looked  around,  there  appeared  in 
the  gap,  which  had  been  forcibly  mado  in  the  bu^hes  the  day 
before  by  a  man's  band,  the  head  of  a  pretty  girl  that  was,  as 
It  were,  framcd  in  a  wrcath  of  green. 

Eyeu  iu  the  twüight  ehe  recognized  it,  and  as  Cathariu« 
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thrust  her  hfad  further  forward  and  camostlyoalled  out  to  her. 
*'  May  1  conie  over  and  see  you.  will  you  li.sti'u  to  mv?'^  she 
gave  a  kiudly  assent.  Thea  thc  iiimblo  crei.cure,  witliout 
availiiig  liL"rst.'lf  of  the  help  of  Paula's  hand,  whioh  was  cx- 
teudtd  to  her,  sprimg  so  h^htly  Llirough  the  opeuiug  that  it 
was  piain  to  see  sbe  had  not  been  Ions  out  of  practice  in  play- 
ing  such  pranks  in  her  games  vith  Iforia.  Qmck  as  the  wind 
sihe  was  on  her  feet  again^  spreading  out  her  arms  as  if  ehe 
would  rush  forwaid  aiid  embrace  the  young  lady,  but  aeain 
slie  let  them  drop,  and  took  one  step  backward.  Her  emhar- 
rassmont,  however,  did  not  cscapc  Paula  Quickly  8he  ad- 
yan(  c-<l  to  meet  hßr,  kissed  her  on  her  forehead^  and  ezclaimed, 
cheerfully: 

A  trespasser!  Why  do  you  not  come  through  the  open 
gatii?  Ilerc  is  mine  hostalreadv  with  Iiis  hipj)opotamus  thoiig! 
Hold,  hold,  good  Kufinus,  for  the  breach  which  has  been  made 
in  your  Irving  wall  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  an  attack  upon 
you,  but  me!  Ilere  Stands  the  iuimical  power,  and  I  shall  be 
much  sprpriscd  if  you  do  not  recognize  in  her  a  neighbor/' 

"  ßecognize?"  asked  ^le  old  man,  whose  wrath  had  been 
easily  appeaml.  Do  we  know  one  another,  young  lady,  or 
not?    It  is  an  open  quostion.** 

**  And  yet."  cricd  Caiharine,  **from  the  great  tower  I  hkve 
Seen  you  a  liundrcd  tiraes." 

You  will  havo  had  less  juy  tliau  I,  old  fellow  that  I  am, 
when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you.  About  a  year  ago  we 
came  nearest  to  meeting.  I  then  had  the  pleasure  of  catching 
you  in  my  great  peach-tree,  that  even  now  takes  the  liberty  of 
8tret(*liing  its  arms  oyer  into  your  garden-plot/^ 

**  I  was  but  a  child  theu,^'  laughed  Catliarine,  who  remem- 
hored  how  tlio  old  irentloman  (wliom  she  had  always  atlmircd, 
particularly  with  Iiis  beautiful  wliite  head)  had  surpriscd  her 
in  his  tree,  and  with  a  ]>leasant  nod  had  advised  her  to  n?<ike 
herseif  at  home  thciv. 

**  A  child,''  repcatcd  liulinus.  But  now  we  are  er^own  up, 
are  we  not,  and  do  not  like  to  be  so  high  any  more,  out  hiim- 
bly  creep  through  Our  neighbor's  hedge/' 

Then  you  are  really  strangers  to  one  another;  is  thal;  so?'' 
exclaimed  Paula  in  astonishment.  And  have  you  nerer  met 
Pulcheria  eitlicr,  Catharine?'' 

Pul?''  aski'd  the  other.  Oh,  how  gladly  would  I  have 
addresscfl  her  tha?!  A  hnndred  iimos  T  was  on  the  point  of 
makiTiL"-  her  a( 'juaintance;  for  one  must  be  f oud  of  her  just 
fi'om  l(H»king  at  hör;  bnt  mothcr — '' 

**  Weil,  what  hiib  yuur  niuther  agaiixst  hin-  neighbor?' '  u^kug 
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Eiißnus.      I  think  ve  are  qmet  people  who  do  not  hurt  any- 

body/' 

Ko,  110^  God  für"l)icl!  Biit  mother  lins  her  own  opinions 
ahont  iiuittors;  von  uro  stiU  ßtrangers,  and  because  you  are  so 
seldoiii  SL't'ii  at  cnnrcli — 

**  Tiiureiore/'  smiied  Ruünus,  ''sheof  course  takes  us  for 
imgodly  people.  Only  teil  her  that  she  is  miätakcu;  aud  if 
Thomas's  daughter  is  your  fiiend^^and  you  are  visiting  her--» 
but  prettüy  through  the  door  and  not  throudi  tbe  hedee^  for 
to-morrow  that  wiU  be  closely  intcrtwmed — then  you  wül  find 
that  we  have  a  great  deal  to  do  and  many  aick  to  tend — ]x)or 
creatnres,  mcn,  birds  or  beasts,  as  it  happcns;  and  people 
serve  their  God,  too,  if  they  alleviate  the  sorrows  of  his 
creatures,  overy  one  of  which  is  dear  to  him.  Teil  this  to  your 
mother,  and  then  comc  agaiu  ui'lcn,  Lady  Humniing-bird/' 

**  ThaTik  you!  Bat,  old  gentleman,  may  I  ask  how  you 
learued  that  nickname?    I  hate  it. ' ' 

In  the  same  way  that  you  have  found  out  that  we  call 
Paloheria  'Pul,'*'  auswered  Bufinus,  laughing  as  he  bowed 
and  retired,  leaving  tbe  tvvo  girls  aloue. 

**Adear  old  gentleman cried  Cutharine.  **0h,  I  know 
exactly  how  he  passes  hiß  days!  And  his  pretty  wife  and  Pul, 
I  know  them  nll!  How  oi'Um  hnve  I  spied  upon  thom  from 
ov'T  lliLTC.  I'U  sliow  you  the  j)hi(  ('  sunie  day!  We  <'aii  over- 
1  i  iik  the  wlioie  garden,  only  not  what  goes  on  at  the  eonvent 
Oll  the  othor  side  of  the  honse,  or  behind  the  treoK.  Mother, 
you  know  her — ii'  bhe  ouce  imbibes  a  preiudice — but,  do 
you  know,  I  think  ehe  would  be  the  very  mend  for  mel'^ 

**  To  be  sure  she  wouldl"  rephed  Paula.  "  A  girl  of  your 
age  needs  a  companion  older  than  little  Maria. " 

"  Oh,  you  are  not  to  say  anything  against  her!*'  cried  Cath- 
arine,  eagerly,  **  She  is  only  ten  years  old,  but  many  a  grown- 
up  person  is  not  so  wise  and  discreet  as  she  is.  1  have  feared 
that  in  the  last  dark  days.'* 

Poor  child!'*  siglird  Paula,  stroking  her  hair  ßoftly. 

Hereiipon  there  suddenly  bnrst  a  painful  sob  from  Cath- 
arine'B  breast.  Under  Paula '8  iiddress  she  sought  to  suppress 
it  with  all  her  might,  but  grief  would  have  its  way.  So  much 
oyeüome  was  ehe  that  she  could  not  utter  a  Single  word  until 
Paula  led  her  to  a  seat  under  a  f ar-spreading  sycamoie,  con- 
straining  her  with  gcntle  force  to  sit  down  beside  her,  when 
slie  drow  her  caressingly  to  her  side,  speakingwords  of  comfort 
and  affection. 

Numbcrless  birds  were  going  to  ronst  in  the  thick  fohage 
overhead,  owis  aud  bats  wcro  begiimiug  tkeir  nightly  expe& 
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tions^  fhe  firmament  was  adorning  itself  with  its  gold  and  sil« 
Ter  stars;  f  rom  the  western  part  of  the  town  was  heard  the 
barking  of  jackals  tliat  had  foiind  sheiter  among  the  ruinous 

hoüFJos,  and  at  nif^lit  fall  woiit  forth  in  searcli  of  prey.  Tu  tho 
mild  evening  air  the  dew  boiran  to  fall  nniselessly  upon  liaves, 
grass,  and  flowers,  the  blossoms  hi  the  gaidun  emitted  a  much 
stronger  perfume  tlian  by  day,  and  Paula  feit  that  it  was  time 
to  seek  protection  agaiubt  the  luists  that  were  ascending  l'rom 
the  stream;  bat  still  she  tarried  until  the  little  girl  had  com- 
pletely  nnbosomed  herself,  pouring  out  iuto  her  ears  the  story 
of  her  woc  and  her  repentance;  what  she  never  coiüd  make  up 
for,  and  then  what  luid  happened  to  her  that  thrcatened  to 
break  her  heart,  and  what  nevertheless  she  now  wanted  to  over» 
come  and  banish  from  her  mind. 

She  toid  Paula  how  Orion  had  woocd  lier,  liow  t^lii'  loved 
him,  liow  jcalousy  of  her  had  tortured  her  pour  heart,  and  Jiow 
she  hiid  siilfered  herseif  to  be  misled  and  had  tostitied  iaiseiy 
before  the  judgcs.  Then  she  üiformed  her  liiend  that  Maria 
had  beeA  the  fist  one  to  show  her  the  precipice  on  which  she 
stood. 

On  the  aftemooD  after  tbe  Mukaukas's  death  she  had  gone 
with  her  mother  to  the  governor's  palace  in  order  to  comlole 
with  their  friends.  Shi'  had  first  inquired  after  Maria,  but  hacl 
not  bi'cn  admitted  to  see  her,  for  she  was  lying  in  bcd  ill  of 
fever.  Thereupon  she  had  wanted  to  go  into  the  cool  cliauiljer 
whencc  came  tho  sound  of  her  moiher's  voice.  The  tone  ol  iiÜ6 
was  not  sad  but  angry  and  passionate,  hence  she  did  nul  leel 
aa  ü  it  woidd  be  proper  to  enter  the  room,  and  repaü'cd  to  the 
colonnade  opening  upon  the  I^ile.  She  wanted  to  avoid  Orion 
by  all  means,  and  greatly  dreaded  meeting  him;  but  she  bad 
no  ßooner  entered  üio  liall,  w  hi(  Ii  was  still  quite  Ijght,  than  she 
found  him  there — ^but  how?  Tin  he  sat  utterly  dejected,  in 
black  garmcnts  and  with  bis  head  bui'ied  in  Iiis  hauds.  Her 
entrani  e  was  not  observed  by  him,  and  yet  she  feit  such  deep 
conijias.sion  for  liim.  Although  it  was  bot  weather  ho  trem- 
bled  in  OYery  limb,  and  one  shndder  after  another  shook  Iiis 
powcrl'iü  Iramc.  Then  she  addrisscd  Iiim,  hoping  to  speak 
wordsof  comfort;  but  he  ha^l  seemed  shockedat  it,  and  jmjiped 
up,  shaking,  tossing  the  tatigled  hair  from  bis  faoe^  displaying 
a  countenance  so  pale  and  desperate  that  again  she  shrunk 
from  him  in  fear^  and  found  no  power  to  utter  a  Single  one  of 
the  consolatory  phrases  which  had  before  been  at  her  tonguM's 
end.  For  a  long  time  neither  of  tlu'm  had  uttered  a  syllabre; 
meanwhile  he  had  roiiscd  bimself  as  if  for  a  niiglit}'  effort,  and 
slowly^  with  a  solcmu  digaity«  such     Hüsäui'ediy  ähe  had  never 
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lefore  remarked  in  him,  lic  htid  Btepped  Up  to  her,  laid  Mb 
hand  upou  her  slioulder,  iet  bis  eyes  rest  upon  her  a  long 
wliUe,  reddcned  a>  they  were  by  mach  weeping,  and  then  witR 

a  groaii  s^ighed  f ortli : 

The  suüiid  was  still  ringiiiij  m  her  ears,  and  bis  whole  ap- 

Eearance  wan  so  dilTcrcut  f roiii  wliaL  ii  iiad  beeii  that  she  would 
ave  taken  bim  for  au  utter  stranger.    His  voicc,  too,  soimded  » 
nnnatural  and  hollow  as  he  tbcn  8aid>  firmly  and  qnietly: 

**  Cbild,  cbild!  Perbaps  I  bare  bcedles^ly  brougbt  sorrow 
into  the  life  o£  many^  yet  I  have  done  you  the  worst  üijury  of 
all^  for  I  haye  made  yon,  an  innocent,  confiding  creature^  a 
companion  in  my  guilt  The  great  sin  that  wc  bave  commltted 
recoils  u])on  me  alone,  and  for  its  sake  I  hriM-  hcen  chastised, 
bavo  suüered  a  punMunent  too  hard  for  huudredB>  for  thou- 
aands!'' 

So  sayinff/'  continued  Catharme,  "  be  again  clapped  bis 
baiuis  bcforo  his*  face,  threw  bimsolf  back  upon  the  divan,  sob- 
bing  and  groaniii^.  Then  onee  more  he  jiim]>ed  iip  and  ut- 
tered  a  cry  so  iiaijöionate  and  lüud  that  it  si  iuicd  to  me  as  if  I 
miist  die  ol  angiiish  and  pity.  **  Pardon  me  iI  you  cau  pardon 
me  sincerely  and  i'ully;  I  need  it;  3011  mustl* 

'*  Thun  I  feit  like  rusbing  np  to  him,  embracing  bim,  and 
forgiving  bim  everytbing;  for  his  great  grief  atHicted  me  so 
mach;  bufc  he  repelled  me  gravely,  not  roughly,  and  harshlj 
thongh,  sayiug,  'Let  there  be  no'more  of  love  and  betrothal 
betwcen  us. '  He  said  that  I  was  young,  and  woukl  soon  suc- 
ceed  in  forgetting  bim.  He  would  ever  be  a  true  frieiid  to  me 
and  my  mother,  and  the  harder  the  tbing  we  dioiild  ask  of 
him  ihc  moro  joyl'nlly  woiüd  he  serve  m 

Here  I  was  about  to  answer  bim,  but  he  interrupted  me 
qnickly,  and  said,  gravely  aiul  dcridt  diy: 

*  Araialtlo  as  you  are,  i  caii  iiuc  love  you  as  yon  (iosiTve;  ' 
for — it  is  niy  diity  to  teil  you — I  have  anotlier  great  love  in  niy 
hc'urt,  my  iirst  and  last  one,  and  if  1  have  acted  a  buöc  part 
onee,  it  was  only  ontc,  and  I  prefer  to  bcar  yonr  resentment 
and  distress  you  and  myself  now  rather  than  to  prolong  this 
vrong-doing,  deceiviug  you  and  the  other  one/ 

"Hereupon  I  started  up  greatly  shocked,  and  asked, 
*  Paula?'  He  did  not  answer  me,  however,  bowed  low  hefore 
me- touched  m  f  'ivlH  ad  w  idi  his  lips,  as  his  father  has  often 
kiA'd  me,  and  then  walked  oi£  rapidly  toward  the  garden. 

Now  my  mother  came  up  to  me,  red  as  a  po|)py,  aiid  ovi- 
dently  much  agitated.    She  sUently  caught  me  by  tho  haud, 
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drc'w  me  after  her  iuto  our  cai  nage,  and  thore  oxclaimed,  quifce 
beside  herseif — sho  eoiiM  not  even  weej)  for  rage: 

"*This  iiiiäult,  thirf  luilitard-of  condiK-t!  whence  cau  Iget 
the  courage  to  teil  you,  my  poor  lamb— * 

'*  And  80  ahe  would  havc  gone  on;  but  I  did  not  let  her 
finifih  her  sentence,  teUin^  her  directly  that  I  knew  all,  and  at 
the  same  time  succeeded  in  maintainiiig  my  composure.  We 
had  dreadful  times  at  home,  and  when  vesterday,  after  the 
nponing  of  the  will,  Xilns  camo  to  us  and  presented  me  with 
that  lovely  little  srold  box  Bet  witli  turqTioipcs  and  poarls  which 
I  had  alwavH  admired  so  much,  saymg  that  the  gootl  Miikaukas 
(it'orge  had  left  it  to  me  bv  will,  with  his  own  handwritinf^ 
lipon  it:  *  For  my  bricht  littfe  Catharine,'  my  mother  indibted 
upon  my  not  accepting  it,  and  had  it  seut  back  to  Nephoris 
despite  my  prayers  and  entreatiea.  Of  course  I  am  neyer  again 
to  Visit  at  the  goyemor's  palaee;  indeed,  my  mother  is  talking 
of  leaving  Memphis  idtogether  and  taking  me  to  residc  in  Con- 
etantinople  or  some  other  city  where  Cliristiana  rule.  Then 
indeed  our  pretty,  good  house  will  have  to  bc  given  away,  but 
OUT  dear  glorious  gardcn  is:  to  be  eold  to  peasaiits,  iiiotlier  s-avg. 
A  yonr  and  ahalf  ago  it  woiit  just  so  with  the  beautiliii  palaee  of 
Memnon.  Out  of  the  gardon  they  have  madc  a  coni-lield,  aud 
the  gorgeous  lower  halls,  with  their  niosaics  and  pictures,  have 
uow  become  dirty  stalls  for  cows  aud  sheep,  and  hogs  are  fat- 
tened  in  the  Chambers  of  Hathor  and  Dorotiie&  ]%ar,  dear! 
fhose  tvo  were  my  best  friendsl  I  am  to  have  nothing  more 
to  do  with  Maria;  mother  does  not  now  bestow  a  Single  kind 
Word  upon  anybody,  hardly  even  upon  me;  and  my  old  nnree 
is  as  deaf  as  a  post  Am  I  not  a  right  poor,  forsaken  creat- 
uro?  And  if  von,  you  too  turn  me  otf,  who  is  therc  in  Mem- 
j)his  that  I  couid  trust  to?  But  you  will  not  bc  ho  liard-heart- 
ed,  will  you?  Hcsides,  it  will  not  last  1oti<j-.  for  niotlicr  is  in 
earnest  about  '^i^oing  away.  To  be  suri  .  you  are  older  aud  so 
much  wiöer  and  more  prudunt  thau  i  am — " 

**  I'U  be  a  friend  to  you,  my  dear;  but  seek  Ptüchena's  com- 
panionship  also/^ 

I  womd  be  delighted  to!  Bat  there's  mother!  I  wonld 
not  mind  being  left  so  to  myself  if  it  were  not —  You  have 
heard  how  Orion  carried  on  with  me  that  time  in  the  avenue. 
He  must  have  cared  somethinjr  for  me  then.  What  soft, 
sweet,  names  he  eravo  me!  Ah  me!  Nobodv  oonld  treat  a 
pprsou  so  that  he  did  not  likel  lle  is  so  ricli  himself  that  my 
propurty  could  not  have  liad  an}i:hing  to  do  with  it.  And 
does  he  look  at  all  like  a  man  who  wuuld  allow  a  girl  to  be 
forcod  on  bim  by  Iiis  mother?    Ile  has  always  been  good  to 
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me,  I  think;  bui  when  he  thought  upon  the  lafty  position  that 
he  would  havo  to  assnme,  fhen  he  foiind  me  too  smaU  and 
diildish.  Oh,  how  many  tears  have  I  shed  already  on  account 
of  being  so  ridiculously  small !   A  mere  humming-bii-d  I  am, 

and  must  be  all  tlic  time.  The  old  gcntlcman  hero  callod  me 
so;  and  if  a  man  lika  Orion  wishes  ii  t>rand-looking  wife^  1  caii 
not  blamo  him  for  it.  The  otlicr  ouo,  whom  ho  lovcs  more 
thaii  me,  is  certainly  tiill,  beautifiü,  majo.stic  like  you;  aiul  I 
alwaj'ö  have  said  his  futiu*e  wife  muöt  look  exactly  like  you. 
All  18  Over  between  him  and  me^  and  I^U  bear  it  tranquilly; 
'but  I  must  be  allowed  to  believe  that  upon  bis  retnm  home  he 
foond  me  pretty  and  lovable,  and  so  nad  a  little  bit  of  fancy 
for  me.  So  it  is,  and  so  it  has  been  tool  Bat  then  he  sslw 
somebody  eise;  and  I  could  not  compare  myself  with  her.  She 
was  altogctiier  such  a  woman  as  hc  iicetled,  and  this  other, 
Paula,  is  certainly  you,  you  and  uo  oue  eise;  an  innor  mice 
teils  me  so?  And,  as  you  may  well  believe,  this  pahis  me  but 
gives  me  ])]easure  at  the  same  time.  I  would  hate  any  other 
girl  in  the  world  tu  whom  he  would  oil'cr  bis  haud;  but  if  you 
are  that  other  one,  and  if  you  will  be  his  wife — 

"Nonsense!"  interposed  Paula,  decidedlT.  "Only  con- 
alder!  Did  Orion  show  himself  my  fiiend  or  my  bitterest, 
most  deadly  enemy  when  he  betrayed  you  into  perjory?" 

"  Yes,  certainly  that  time  before  the  Council  you  mean,*' 
and  the  little  girl  tlioughtfnlly  bent  down  lior  head.  Soon, 
though,  she  lifted  it  again,  looked  deterniinedly  into  Paula's 
face,  and  with  flashing  eyes  cried  out,  witliout  an^  hesitancy 
whatever:  "  And  you?  In  spitc  of  cvei  ythingj  he  is  so  haud- 
some,  so  sensible,  and  so  mauly,  that  it  can  not  be  other wise! 
You  love  himl" 

Hereupon  Paula  loosened  the  armwiihwhich  Oatharine  held 
her  embraced,  and  replied,  openly: 

"  Until  to-day  at  the  funeral  I  hated  and  abliorred  him,  but 
at  his  father'fl  sepulcher  he  appeared  to  me  like  a  new  man; 
aTid  it  was  casy  for  me  to  forgive  him  there  in  silence." 

" 'l'licn  you  do  not  love  him?**  asked  rntluirine,  puncbing 
her  iittle  finger  into  hör  companion's  ])lump  arm. 

Then  Paula  feit  liow  icv  eold  was  her  band,  and  started. 

The  moon  had  long  sinre  risen,  the  stars  began  to  niouiit. 
higher  and  higher,  und  with  a  short  "  Come!**  she  urosc  and 
said:  "  It  can  hardly  lack  one  hour  of  midnight;  your  mother 
will  be  uneasy  about  jrou. " 

* '  An  hour  before  midnight  !*  *  echoed  the  young  girl,  shocked. 

Dear  me,  what  a  scolding  TU  geti  81  le  is  ( ei  tainly  still  sit- 
tini^  at  the  backgammon  board  with  3iBho|»  PiotinuSj  as  abi 
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does  cvcrv  cvening.    Farewell,  then,  for  to-nightl  Through 
the  hcdge  is  the  quiekest  way!^* 

**  NoT"  objected  Pnnlu,  ])ositively.  "Yoii  are  no  longer  a 
child,  but  a  young  laJ},,  und  must  act  with  dccorum  accord- 
ingly!  Instcad  of  ourstinff  through  the  thorns  go  through  the 
house  door.  I^Il  accompuny  you  with  Bu^ms^  and  there  ex- 
plain  to  your  mother — "  ^ 

"No.  no/'  vociferated  Catharine.  "Shc  is  as  angiywith 
you  as  with  all  the  rest,  and  just  yesterday  forbado  rae— " 

"  To  Visit  mc?''  asked  Paida.      She  believes— 

*^  Tliat  for  yonr  sake  Orion —    Ycf;,  sho  preforrcd  to  lay  the , 
whole  blame  upon  you.    But  I,  now  I  havu  npokon  with  you — 
Do  you  see  that  light  over  yonder?   It  comes  from  her  sitting- 
rooni. " 

Aud  bcfure  Paula  could  hinder  her,  she  rau  up  to  the  hedgo 
and  shot  nimbly  as  a  weasel  through  the  bieach  in  the,thorny 

hedgo. 

Paula  looked  after  her  young  friend  with  miugled  fcelings, 
and  soon  r('2)air(  d  to  the  honse  and  to  bcd.  Catharine's  narra- 
tion  deprivol  her  of  sleep  for  a  long  while;  and  the  suspicion, 
nay,  well-nigh  the  ccrtainty,  that  it  was  herseif  who  liad  awak- 
ened  a  great  love  in  the  hetirt  of  Orion  allowcd  her  no  rest 
for  liours.  And  if  it  were  she?  Ycs,  tlion  sho  liad  it  in  her 
powi  r  to  take  vongeance  on  the  ovil-doer  and  leL  him  taste  all 
tlic  niiöcry  that  he  had  preparnl  l'or  her  poor  soul!  And  yet 
lipon  whom  w^ould  such  punishment  inmct  deeper  wounds, 
him  or  herseif?  For  had  not  Catharme's  revehition  made  her 
heart  thrill  and  opened  to  her  a  vorld  of  raptore?  Bnt  no, 
no!  To  allow  herseif  to  he  raiscd  to  heaven  by  a  band  that 
had  so  pitilessly  felled  her  to  the  earth  was  degradation  and 
gross  injustice  to  herseif! 

In  tlio  midst  of  this  oscillation  of  thought  and  focling  slum- 
ber  ovcrt  amc  her,  and  in  the  early  monn'ng  she  had  a  dream 
that  haiuiLt'd  her  with  vague  forL-lsotlings  all  of  the  next  day. 

Oiiim  had  come  riding  toward  her,  pale  as  deaih,  in  dark 
mourning  rohes,  scatedupon  his  jct-black  charger,  and  without 
looking  at  her  or  speakmg  to  her^  who  had  loet  all  power  of 
feeling,  he  had  swung  her  on  high  as  if  she  had  been  a  child^ 
and  seated  her  before  him  on  the  horse's  back.  With  all  her 
might  she  had  striven  to  sh'p  from  his  grasp  and  reach  the 
ground,  but  with  both  arms  holding  her  as  m  an  iron  vise, 
he  had  withstoml  ]\vr  efforts  Slie  wonld  not  liavo  oomitod  her 
life  dear  to  e,sca])('  l'rom  this  cmbrai  t';  hwi  the  jnoro  vclu'nicntly 
she  struggled,,  the  elosur  and  tiirlilLr  The  dumb,  pitilesa  rider 

drew  her  to  himseif.   In  fiout  vt  them  ilowed  the  hiUowy 
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waters  o£  the  river;  but  Orion  did  not  seem  to  observe  it,  and 
without  opening  bis  lips  composedly  guided  the  horse  up  to  it. 

Besirle  horself  with  aiigiiisli  and  affright,  she  nnw  implored  him 
to  give  unother  dircctinn  to  tlic  horse's  steps;  but  he  did  not 
hi  ar  her,  and  in  all  traiKiuillit y  drove  him  into  themidst  of  the 
flood.  Then  her  horror  reached  its  liei^rbt;  and  as  the  horse 
drew  her  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  water  she  voluntarily 
flung  her  arms  aroimd  the  rider's  neck,  and  now  the  pallor 
left  hiß  face^  his  cheeks  flushed^  bis  lips  sought  and  found  hers; 
but  in  the  midst  of  deadly  angnish  ahe  feit  a  rapturonB  dehght 
such  as  .^he  had  never  tasted  before.  She  vould  h-dxe  been 
wilHng  to  ride  on  perpetually  thns  to  ruin;  deeper  and  dccjicr, 
in  fact,  did  they  go  into  the  wator,  and  she  fidt  how  it  reached 
up  to  her  own  and  his  Ijroast,,  l)ut  iL  troubled  her  not.  No 
Word  had  been  excliiuiged  hetween  them;  and  yet  all  of  a  sud- 
den  Bhe  was  moved  to  break  the  silence,  and^  as  though  it  must 
be,  she  said: 

"  Am  I  the  other  one?'* 

Then  dashing  wares  broke  orer  her  f rom  an  sides,  a  Whirl- 
pool had  Orion,  herseif  >  and  the  horse  in  its  grasp,  whirling 
them  aroimd  and  aroimd  in  its  vortex,  a  sou^ing  wind  was 
whistling  in  her  ears,  and  immediately  afterw^ard  billows  and 
waves,  the  rushing  of  the  tempest,  and  howling  of  the  hurncane, 
all,  all  aronnd  her  ahouted  in  one  mighty  OTorpowering  chorus: 

**  You  are!" 

Only  Orion  remained  silent;  and  as  tlie  winrlpoul  was  in- 
gulfnig  tlie  horse,  a  wave  tore  lier  froni  Iiis  breast,  and  she 
8unk,  and  sunk,  stretehing  her  arms  out  to  him  longingly,  and 

i'ust  then  she  started  from  her  slumbers  with  beaded  brow;  and 
ler  nurse,  who  had  aroused  her  from  her  unquiet  dream,  OEdled 
to  her,  shaking  her  head: 

**  Child,  chud,  what  was  it?  You  havc  been  coTitinuaQy — 
at  first  in  great  anguish,  and  then  tenderly,  yes,  beliere  me^ 
tenderly — cäüing  npon  the  name  of  Orion.'' 


OHAPTER  XX 

A  PLAG  OPTRUOE  TS  RATSED. 

About  noon  the  swcetesl  quiet  reignt^i  in  the  neat  rooms 
prepared  by  Bnfinus's  wife  for  the  accommodation  of  her  sick 
guesta  Sunlj^ht  shining  through  the  thick  green  curtains 
produced  the  effect  of  soft  twilight,  and  the  nurses  had,  a  short 
while  before,  partaken  of  their  moming  meal. 

I*aula  was  pouring  somo  new  drops  upon  the  Masdakite's 
baudage^  and  in  the  adjoining  room  Pulcheria  was  buaied  with 
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Mandaua,  wlio  quiefly  aiid  rationally  siibniitted  to  tlie  doctor's 
prescriptions  wilhoul  öliowing  a  trace  uf  maduess. 

Paula  was  still  imder  tlie  spell  of  the  past  night.  Such  dis- 
quiet  had  takeii  poösession  of  her,  that,  entirely  ccutrary  to  her 
ctistom^  Bhe  coiüd  not  long  sit  stül,  and  vhen  Pul  came  to  her 
about  this  and  that  she  listened  so  abstractedly  and  nns}  mpa- 
thetically  that  the  modest  ohild^  out  of  dread  of  disturbing  her^ 
withdrew  to  her  patients  and  waited  there  patiently  nntü  her 
new  idol  should  call  for  her. 

Indced  Tliomas's  daiighter  was  well  justified  in  giving  way 
to  a  certaiii  oppression  of  heart,  for,  if  .slie  were  not  altogether 
deceived,  Orion  would  to-day  call  upon  her  as  the  bearer  of  her 
fortune.  If  on  her  way  home  from  the  cemetery  yesLerday 
she  had  said  to  herseif  that  she  must  and  would  rcf  use  to  eee 
him,  she  had  been  confirmed  in  this  resolve  by  the  decp  excite- 
ment  into  which  she  had  been  thrown  by  Oatharine^s  narration 
and  her  dream. 

Her  nurse  was  waiting  for  Orion  down-stairs  with  Orders  to 
conduct  him,  not  to  her^  bat  to  Bufinus,  who  had  cheerfnlly 
undertaken  as  her  proxy  to  receive  the  money  that  she  was  ex- 
pecting.  Pnr  the  docfor  had  not  concealed  from  Paula  that 
ne  had  in  gencral  acquamted  his  friend  with  the  circ  imistances 
causing  her  to  leave  the  govcnnor's  palace,  aud  designated 
Orion  to  him  as  a  man  whom  she  had.  good  roason  to  avoid. 

At  two  o'cloek  in  the  afternoon  Paula's  uiieasiness  had  in- 
creased  so  much  that  now  and  üben  she  left  the  aick-room  that 
looked  ont  npon  the  garden  in'order  to  take  aview  of  JHHe 
Street  from,  the  Windows  of  the  front  hall;  for  he  might  come 
that  way  as  well  as  from  the  other  direction. 

She  did  not  think  about  the  securing  of  her  properfy;  bnt 
the  qnestion  arose  in  her  mind  as  to  wlicther  she  were  not 
shirking  a  duty  by  evading  the  excitemente  incident  to  a  per- 
ßonal  interview  with  her  uncle's  son. 

Nübody  could  give  her  advice  on  this  point,  not  even  Per- 
petua; for  hardly  a  mother  could  quite  uuderstand  her  in  this 
affair. 

She  hardly  recosnized  herseif  any  longer;  for  hitherto^  even 
in  the  most  difficmt  situations^  vithout  long  reflection,  tansht 
only  by  an  mfallible  inner  Yoice^  fiihe  had  mstantly  known  wbat 
to  do  or  leave  itndone  in  any  giyen  case;  and  yet  to-day  ^e 
reminded  herseH  of  a  wavering  recd,  of  a  leaf  blown  hither  and 
tbither,  and  as  often  as  she  clindicd  her  teeth  and  doubled  up 
her  list  to  aid  her  faculties  in  settliiig  the  pros  and  cons,  her 
thoughts  rovod  afar  agaiu  and  again,  and  the  recollection  of 
her  dream^  Orion  s  image  oä  she  had  seen  it  at  his  father's 
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grave,  Cuiliamie's  talk  of  "  the  otlier  one/'  aiid  tho  frightful 
puuishment  which  lie  would  have  to  undergo  and  had  a&eady 
actually  suffered^  all  that  crofised  her  brain  as  a  flock  of  birds 
flitting  and  hovennff  over  the  Nile  had  often  epread,  as  it  were^ 
a  fluttering  cnrtaiii  between  her  eye  and  its  aim  on  the  oppodte 
fihore. 

At  three  o*clock  in  the  af tci  noon — ehe  had  again  retiirned 
to  the  patient — she  thouglit  she  hcard  the  sound  of  a  liorso's 
hoofs,  and  aprain  hnmed  to  the  window.  Her  hoart  had  not 
beaten  more  vioiently  when  iiie  dog  of  Ilermonthis  on  that 
fatal  night  had  rushed  out  ujjon  hersclf  and  Hiram  thau 
now,  when  she  heard  the  approach  of  a  horseman  whose 
form  was  concealed  bytbe  Ghrubbeiy  in  the  gaiden.  That 
miist  be  Orion;  but  liy  did  he  not  swing  himself  out  of  the 
saddle?  No^  it  was  not  he;  for  his  statdyform  would  oer- 
tainly  have  towered  above  shrubs  of  such  moderate  height. 

She  was  not  yct  acqnainted  with  the  friends  of  her  host; 
perhaps  it  was  one  of  them.  Xow  the  horsc  was  turned  ,  now 
it  steppod  np  to  the  road  leading  to  the  entraiiee-door,  now  her 
host  went  forward  to  meet  the  new-comer.  aiid  now  she  recog- 
nized,  not  Orion,  but  his  diminutive  scribe  ridiiig  an  animal 
very  familiär  to  her.  He  slipped  out  of  his  saddle,  threw  tho 
reins  to  a  fellow,  handed  something  to  the  old  gentleman^ 
threw  himself  npon  a  beuch,  and,  gaping,  stretched  out  his 
legs. 

Immediately  afterward  she  saw  Bnfinns  Coming  rapidly  to- 
ward  the  house. 

Had  Orion  intrusted  the  deliverv  of  her  fortune  to  this^  mes- 
Benger?  Slie  found  sometliiug  insulting  in  this  mode  of  acuon, 
and  her  blood  boiled.  But  the  question  herc  eoiild  hardlj  be 
conceming  the  transfer  of  property;  for  her  host  carried  noth- 
ing heavy  but  a  little  something  in  his  band;  perhaps — ^yes, 
certainly  a  rolL 

Ahready  he  had  monnted  the  short  staircase,  and  she  made 
haste  to  meet  him  on  the  landing,  and  blnshed  as  thou^h  con- 
scious  of  a  misdemeanor.  The  old  man  observed  tms,  and 
Said,  as  he  haijded  her  the  roll : 

*^  Yon  need  not  he  alarmed  ,  daughtcr  of  heroes.  The  yoiing 
gpTineman  lias  not  coine  liiuiself ;  he  seems  to  prefer  transact- 
ing  biipiness  with  y<>u  tliroucrh  the  medium  of  writing,  and 
perhaps  it  is  as  well  so  for  boih  parties/' 

Paula  nodded  an  assent  to  this,  took  tlie  roll,  and  tumed 
her  back  to  him  while  she  tore  the  string  f  rom  beneath  the 
wax  seal,  for  she  feit  that  the  blood  was  leayiug  her  oheeke^ 
and  that  her  flngers  were  tremblmg. 
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**  The  messenger  will  wait  for  an  answer/'  remarked  the  old 
man,  before  she  began  to  read.  **I  shaii  be  down-staü'S  aud 
always  at  3'oiir  disposai/' 

So  sajing,  he  lAt  her;  bat  Fäula  retired  into  the  sick-Toomy 
leaned  against  the  ^window-casoment,  and  began  to  read  in  the 
highest  suspenae: 

'*  Orion,  the  son  of  tlie  recently  deceased  Mukaukas  George, 

«resents  his  greetings  to  his  oooBm^  the  daughter  of  the  noble 
'homas  of  Damascus. 
"  I  liave  dcstroycd  many  a  letter  begim  to  you  before  this.'' 
Paula  iücredulously  shruerged  her  sjaoulders  and  thcn  c  on- 
tinued.  **  May  I  succeed  better  in  this  lottor  in  telling  you 
what  appears  to  me  indispensable  for  your  and  my  good.  I 
shall  entreat  and  advise  at  the  same  time. 

*^  AdTiae^  he?''  aaid  the  maiden,  curlmg  her  lip  and  read- 
ine  on: 

Mm  you,  in  memory  of  the  man  wholoved  you  as  a  daugh- 
ter, and  upon  his  death-bed  wish(  »1  iov  nothing  more  ardently 
than  to  be  allowod  to  bless  you  as  the  wife  of  his  son. — (How 
mnch,  too,  he  was  indined  to  ynnrfaithl) — May  the  memory  of 
this  just  man  sootho  your  iri^d  ;ind  irritated  spirit,  8o  that 
you  may  deign  toread  the  woi  ds  uf  tlie  most  miserable  oi*  inou, 
for  such  am  I  uow,  Paula.  Yes,  grant  me  the  last  thiug  that 
I  shall  ask  of  you  aud  demand  for  luy  futher's  sake. " 

Demandf  repeated  the  young  lady  with  glowing  cheeks 
and  fludung  eyes  as  ehe  caught  at  both  ends  of  the  paper,  as 
tiiough  she  would  tear  it;  and  yet  tho  foUowing  words:  Fear 
not,''  held  her  back  from  this  rash  act;  and  so  ehe  smoothed 
Over  the  papyrus  and  read  on  with  iucreasing  excitement: 

*'  Do  ]iot  fear  that  T  shall  approach  von  as  a  lover,  as  that 
man  would  for  whom  there  is  ouly  one  upon  carth  and  not  any 
other.  And  that  this  one  must  be  her,  whom  I  have  8o  inex- 
cusably  injure^l,  against  whom  I  liave  fought  with  weapons 
more  cruel,  keeu,  and  cutting  tliau  I  hud  ever  used  against  a 
foe  of  my  own  sex!" 

''Not  any  other/'  mtmnured  the  yoni^  girl  to  herseif ^ 
again  drawing  her  band  across  her  forehead^  tfnd  a  toach  of 
gratifii  il  jiride  softened  her  features,  while  she  continued: 

I  shail  love  you  so  long  as  I  drag  out  this  wretched  exist- 
ence." 

Again  tlie  leaf  was  in  danger  of  destruction,  but  tliis  tinie, 
too,  it  remained  intact,  and  tauJa\s  liature.s  ai-^unifd  a  tran- 
quil,  Bweet  expre^i^ion,  as  she  continuud  the  |)('nisal  of  Orion's 
clear  writing:  *'13ut  i  am  eouscious  of  liaviiig  iorfeited  your 
respect,  your  favorable  opinion,  thiough  my  own  fault,  and  if 
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eternal  love  works  no  miracle  in  yonr  Ii*  ai  t,  of  liaving  forever 
trifled  away  the  highest  earthly  hiias,  you  are  rovc^Tiged  upon 
me,  beaiu:>c  für  yaur  sake — for  your  sake,  do  yuu  hcar? — my 
father  chauged  iuto  a  curse  the  blessing  which  ne  had  ^ready 
prononnced  upon  me^  belüg  filled  witn  only  too  just  wratn 
against  tiie  reprobate  who  had  desecrated  me  judgment  seat 
of  bis  aucestOTS.'' 

At  these  words  Paula  tumed  pale.  This,  then,  was  what  he 
had  spoken  to  Cathariue  about,  and  what  had  so  altorcd 
doubtless  Iiis  inner  as  well  as  outw  man.  Aiid  this,  this  bore 
the  stamp  of  truth.  There  could  be  no  falsilying  hero.  For 
her  e»akü  the  father' s  curse  had  fallen  upon  the  head  ul  bis 
onlysoni  Huw  had  this  come  to  pass?  Had  the  physician 
not  known  this,  or  kept  silence  out  of  rcspect  to  the  secrets  of 
others?  Poor,  poor  young  man!  Yes,  she  must,  must  speak 
to  him!  She  cotüd  not  have  a  Single  quiet  minute  before  she 
knew  how  her  uncle,  that  tender  father —  But  on^  qnickly  on: 

"  Only  aa  the  broken-heart^>d  man  that  I  am,  too  young  to 
give  himself  up  as  lost,  and  therefore  firmly  deterniined  to  (  all 
into  exercise  all  of  will-power,  spirit,  and  self-ro.^pcft  leit  him 
by  hirf  anrcstors,  in  order  to  make  himself  worihy  of  tliom,  I 
throw  niysclf  upon  your  gfuerosity.,  I  implore  yoii  to  graut  me 
a  brief  aiidience!  !Not  a  word,  not  a  glance  shall  betray  the 
iiiward  liame  that  is  lagmg  within  and  thrcatuniii^  Ll»  dcsiroy 
me. 

*'  What  now  follows  you  may  not  leave  nnread,  for  it  treats 
of  a  matter  essential  even  to  yon.  There  is  speedily  to  be  re^ 
gtored  to  you  what  the  deceased  has  saved  of  your  inheritance 
and  increasal  by  his  fatherly  solicitude.  It  will  be  difficult  in 
thcse  troublous  times  to  invest  tbis  property  seciirely  and  to 
advantage.  Considur  how  the  Arab?^  liave  followed  tlu'  Byzan- 
tines;  the  tables  may  be  turned,  the  now  iliscouraged  and  sub- 
dued  Persians.  tbe  Avars,  or  other  peopk'  unkiiowii  yet  to  his- 
tory  may  suppluut  our  present  rulors,  whu  tcn  years  ago  wcre 
taken  for  a  haudf  ul  of  restless  camel-drivers,  carayan  leaders 
and  wretched  dwellers  in  the  desert.  The  disposition  of  your 
fortnne  would  not  be  so  hard,  if  we  could  trust,  as  formerly, 
the  great  Alexandrine  dealers.  But  in  this  city  one  great 
hoose  alter  another  breaks,  and  all  confidence  is  utterly  de- 
stroycd.  To  liide  or  bury  yonr  possessions,  as  the  most  of  the 
Egyptians  do  these  hard  times,  does  not  suit  you,  for  the 
same  reaf?on  that  hindered  us  from  entt  riug  it  ou  tbe  registry 
of  laTided  (\stato  as  arable  land,  beariiig  iuLercst;  lor  it  must 
be  at  yom*  disposal  ut  any  time;  it  may  well  ha])pen  that  you 
desire  speedily  to  leave  your  native  laud.    All  these  are  thinga 
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wiüi  wliidi  a  woman  is  not  frimiliar.  T  rcnommciid ,  tliereforc^ 
tiiat  vou  commit  the  maTia^-cment  of  vour  affjiirs  to  us  meir,  to 
Doctor  Philippus,  your  cntcrtainor  Knfinus,  whom  I  hear 
praised  as  an  honest  old  mau,  und  our  uprighl  aud  experienced 
treasurer,  Nilus,  who  is  known  to  you  as  au  incorruptible 

i'udge.  I  propose  that  we  meet  for  consultation  to-morrow«  at 
tnmitis's  houBe.  Be  you  present  or  not^  as  you  chooee.  Li  a 
few  niiuufi's  our  interview  ^vill  be  07er^  and  I  inedet  upon  it 
•  only  for  the  sake  of  setthng  a  certain  matter,  an  exchange, 
restoring  somethiug  drar  to  you  that  lias  hwn  lost,  aufl  if  I 
«an  not  reinstato  myself  in  your  esteem,  at  least  win  froni  you 
a  Word  of  reconciliatioii.  I  need  such  a  one,  believe  me, 
Paula;  it  will  bo  as  necossary  to  me  as  the  breath  of  life  if  I 
am  to  öucceed  in  the  work  of  self-reform  on  which  1  have 
fitarted.  Teil  the  messenger,  if  you  have  so  far  conquered 
yourself  as  to  lead  ÜAb  letter^  eiiuply '  Yes,'  in  order  to  aellTer 
me  trom  tormenting  uncertabity.  If  this  does  not  happen, 
which  6od  forbid^  then  Kiluswill  oonvey  to  you  to-day  what  is 
yours.  If  you  have  taken  cognizanoe  of  tnese  lines,  then  1 
ßhall  make  my  appearanco  to-morrow,  two  hours  before  noon, 
in  Order  to  take  part  in  the  Conference  of  which  T  havo  been 
speakinjr.  Ood  preserve  you,  aud  incline  your  proud,  noble 
heart  tu  mildncssr' 

Drawiug  a  deep  breath,  Paula  let  drop  the  liaud  that  held 
this  significant  writing,  and  stood  stül  a  long  while  leanin? 
against  the  vindow-sOL  Then  she  called  Pulcheiia^  and  askeo 
her  to  take  charge  of  her  patient»  for  a  short  whüe,  BXkd  wheii 
she  reoeired  a  look  of  enthusiastic  admiration  f rom  her  des» 
eyes,  and  a  tender  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  her  paleness,  she 
lassed  her  upon  her  lips  and  eyes,  and  said,  atf ectionately : 
Good.  happy  childl"  Then  she  repaired  to  her  owu  apart- 
mentrf  ou  the  other  side  of  the  stairs.  There  she  read  her  let- 
ter  a  second  time. 

Yes,  that  was  himself,  the  same  old  Orion  as  she  had  found 
him  from  the  time  of  Iiis  return  up  to  that  never-to-be-for- 
gotten  sali  on  the  river.  He  was  assuredly  a  poet,  and  natura 
had  made  it  so  easy  for  him  to  alluie  simple  souls  to  faith  in 
bis  truth! 

But  no!  What  he  saidhere  was  honestly  meant.  Philippus  is 
well  versed  in  human  nature,  and  he  said  that  Orion  had  a 
warm  heart!  AVitli  bis  beloved  fatlicr's  dying  cursc^  ringing 
in  his  ears,  even  the  vilest  reprobate  could  not  make  sport . 

And  as  she  read  over  again  tliat  paracrraph  of  the  letter  in 
which  he  explained  that  it  was  Ins  monstwus  conduct  to  her 
.  in  his  capacity  of  judge  which  had  changed  into  a  curse  the 
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blessing  of  the  departed^  oold  diills  lan  over  her,  and  she  said 
to  herseif  that  theirpositionstoward  one  another  were  reverscd, 
and  that  he  hatl  suifered  infiiütely  more  through  her  than  she 
thrmiixli  liim.  Iiis  ^mle  C(Hmteiiance  as  slie  had  sccn  it  in  Uw 
ccmett'i'v,  iiü'nm  rose  vividlv  before  her  miiid's  eve,  and  Lad  ho 
now  stood  (>])j)()site  her  sh»-  would  haw  ha«toned  up  to  him, 
etretched  out  her  haud  ijyni]):it]ietically,  und  assured  him  that 
the  dreadfui  misfortune  wIik  Ii  had  cunie  upon  him  through 
her  awakened  in  her  the  deepest,  most  heartfelt  compassion. 

Early  that  monung  she  had  askcd  the  Masdakite  whether  he 
had  not  alreadj  sent  his  petitions  heavenward  that  his  health 
might  be  epeedily  restored,  and  he  had  rephed  that  the  Pcr- 
sians  never  prayed  for  any  single  blessing,  but  only  for 
**  good,**  because  none  but  tlio  Etemal  can  know  what  is  a 
real  blessing  to  mortab.  How  wiso  that  was!  In  tliis  caso 
might  not  tlie  most  frif^litf iil  misfortnne  that  L-ould  befall  a 
son,  viz. ,  Iiis  father's  cui'bc,  turn  out  to  be  a  blessing?  It  was 
ccrtainly  this  curso  which  had  led  him  to  repcntance  and  the 
new  career  upon  wliich  he  had  entered.  She  saw  in  him  a 
oenitent,  wanted  to  believe  in  his  conyersion,  and  did  so.  In 
tds  letter  he  had  declared  his  love,  and  even  sned  for  her  band. 
Yesterday  she  would  havo  becn  f  uriously  angry  at  this,  to-tlay 
ähe  could  forgive  him  for  it  wiUingly,  for  how  could  she  be 
angry  with  the  unfortunate,  the  man  to  whom  she  had  been 
the  oceasion  of  the  scYorosi  pain?  Her  heartnowboat  joyfully 
in  the  hopv  of  seeing  him  again;  yes,  it  seemed  t<j  her  as  if  the 
youth  so  l'eted  and  caressed  upon  bis  return  liome  had  matured 
mto  a  full  grown,  earnest  maiihood  tlirough  all  that  he  had 
Buffered  and  endured  since  he  had  been  betrayed  into  crime. 

And  what  a  task  to  aid  this  aeeker  after  rectitudej  to  beoome 
that  wMch  he  had  undertaken  to  be! 

The  considerate  manner  in  which  he  had  interested  himself 
about  her  material  welfare^  certainly  deserved  her  gratitu  le. 
What  could  he  have  meant,  though,  by  the  exchange  whieJi  ho 
had  proposed  to  her?  The  **great  love."  of  wliieh  he  had 
spoken  to  Catharine,  shone  in  everyüne  of  Iiis  letter,  and  every 
"woman  pardons  the  man  who  has  the  temorily  to  luve  her, 
though  he  were  a  sinner  and  a  scarecrow  into  the  baigain. 
W' ould  that  his  heurL  still  clung  to  her!  Hers— yes,  therc  was 
no  use  in  falsifying  about  it — hers  was  powerfully  attracted 
toward  him.  Bat  she  would  not  call  it  love;  it  must  be  only 
the  hallowed  Impulse  to  direct  him  to  tho  highest  aim  of  life> 
and  joyfully  smooth  for  him  the  path  thither. 

The  pale,  dark  rider  who  luul  embraced  her  in  her  dream 
shoold  not  dmg  her  down  with  him.  No,  ahe  would  ezultantljf 
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bear  him  aloft  to  the  higliest  piniiacle  attamable  by  a  strong 

and  noble  man. 

So  she  thouglit,  and  meanwhile  the  color  mountcd  to  hvr 
cheeks,  and,  witli  a  Piidden  detormination,  she  oponcd  her 
trunk  and  took  i'rom  it  papyrus  Itaves,  writins:  iiiii)lements 
and  a  seal,  hhe  «eated  herseif  at  llic  little  desk,  wliicli  Rufiniis 
had  placed  for  her  by  the  wiiidow,  in  (»ider  to  write  to  him. 

Then  a  fierce,  longing  desire  to  see  him  came  owr  her,  and 
yet  öhü  struggled  bravely  against  it,  but  at  the  i>ame  time  feit 
that  it  would  be  ImpoesibTe  for  her  to  find  the  right  words  in 
which  to  address  him^  and  as  she  retumed  the  leaves  to  ber 
trunk  and  looked  upon  the  seal,  she  was  strack  by  something 
Strange;  for  upon  her  father's  familiär  old  ring  she  was  Struck 
by  the  motto  endrcling  the  device  of  a  sfcar — perchance  the 
Star  Orion — hovering  above  two  crossed  swords:  "  Bef ore 
virtue  the  immortal  gods  have  placed  toil/^  that  is  to  say, 
whoever  would  be  a  virtuous  mau  cau  uot  spare  himself  moil 
and  toil. 

With  a  bright  smile  sho  cloped  her  trnnk,  for  apsuredly  a 
good  augury  was  to  be  read  in  that  nioUo  witli  the  btar.  At 
the  same  time  she  planned  to  ^peak  to  Orion  of  this  device, 
which  oue  of  her  anccstors  liad  borrowed  from  old  Hesiod. 
Then  she  hiirried  down  the  steps,  weut  past  Eufinus^  his  wife 
and  the  doctor^  into  ihe  garden,  awaked  the  scribe  who  had 
been  long  asleep^  and  chaigcd  him  to  convey  to  his  master  the 
**  Yes  "  tot  which  he  was  waiting.  And  yet,  before  the  mesr- 
senger  had  mounted  his  horse,  she  begged  him  to  wait  for  some- 
thing, and  stepped  back  to  wliere  the  gcntlcmen  were,  because 
it  liad  occurred  to  her  that  in  her  zeai  she  had  foj^otten  to 
mention  to  them  Orion's  proposition. 

The  hour  apjwinted  for  the  Conference  was  agrecable  toboth, 
and  while  Pliiii]»pus  informod  the  scribe  that  they  would  expect 
his  master,  the  old  man  looked  in  the  youüg  giid's  face  with 
midisguised  satisfaction,  and  said: 

Wo  have  feared  that  the  news  from  the  governor's  palace 
woidd  put  you  into  bad  spirits,  but,  thank  God,  you  look  as  if 
you  had  lost  come  ont  of  a  refreshing  bath.  ^liat  think  you, 
Johanna?   Twenty  years  ago  such  an  inmate  of  onr  dwelling 

would  have  made  you  jealousl  Or  is  there  no  place  in  yonr 
dovc-like  soul  for  tbiat  hateful  feeling?" 

Go  away,'*  answered  the  matron,  smiling.  "  Have  I  seen 
all  the  beauties  at  whnm  you,  oldrover,  have  cast  an  eye  in  the 
course  of  your  far-olf  wandt  i  ings?*' 

,  **  No,  my  dear;  yet  so  truly  as  man  is  the  measure  of  aU 
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tMngs,  however  far  I  have  planted  my  stalf,  a  goddcss  auch,  mö 
this  I  have  nerer  met  withP 

And  assuTedly  not  I  in  my  snail-shell  life^^'  cbimed  in 
dame  Johanna,  fastening  her  hright  eyes  upon  Pänla  with 
lerrent  admiration. 


CHAPTER  XXL 

RUFINUS. 

In  the  evcnincr  Rutinus  was  sitting  iu  the  gai'den  with  his 
family  and  the  ductor.  Paula,  too,  was  in  their  niidst,  and 
from  time  to  time  stroked  Piücheria's  silky  golden  trusses;  for 
she  had  plaoed  herseif  at  her  feet  and  careseingly  leaned  her 
head  against  her  knee. 

It  was  füll  moon,  and  so  liglit  in  the  garden  that  each  could 
distinguish  the  features  of  the  other,  and  Jiufinus's  proposal  to 
wait  for  the  eclipse  of  the  moon,  which  wouM  take  place  oue 
honr  beforc  niidnight,  foiuid  a  so  much  more  hearty  approval 
because  the  air  was  very  halmy. 

The  nien  had  beeu  8]>t}aking  of  the  approaching  phcnomenon 
in  tlie  sky,  lanicnting  that  the  Churcli,  yielding  to  the  super- 
stition  oi  the  multitudc,  shoiüd  attach  ill  oiiieiis  to  it,  und 
were  to  attempt  this  yery  evening  to  propitiate  the  Almighty 
by  a  fiolemn  prooession  so  as  not  to  let  thoae  evils  ensua 
Rufiniis  called  it  an  insnlt  to  the  Host  High  to  represent  as 
His  threatening  finger  appearances  which  followed  the  course 
of  His  eternal  laws  and  niight  bc  calculatcd  beforeliand,  as  if 
the  necc?;^ity  for  the  punifiJbjnent  of  mankind  went  the  same 
"way  as  sun  and  moon. 

This  time  the  bishop  and  all  the  clergy  of  the  place  were  to 
take  the  lead  in  this  ]irocession,  and  thereby  so  natural  an  ap- 
pearancc  be  pervertcd  iu  the  minds  of  the  people  to  a  siguiti- 
cance  which  it  did  not  possess. 

"  And  if  the  little  comet>  which  my  foster-father  discoTeied 
a  fewweeks  a^o,  shoiüd  wax  greater/'  added  the  doctor,  "  and 
spread  Iiis  tau  over  a  part  of  the  heavens,  then  angnish  will 
reach  its  summit^  and  I  shall  see  the  people  behaving  like 
thoso  posscssed. " 

But  a  comet  docs  portcnt  war,  flronght,  j^ostilence  and 
famine,"  said  Pulcheria,  coulideutly,  aud  Paula  added: 

**  I  have  alwavs  beiicved  so,  too.'* 

"With  great  hijustice,'' answercd  the  doctor.  A  thou- 
sand  reasons  contradict  this,  and  it  is  a  crime  to  confirm  the 
multitnde  in  this  superstition.  It  infnaes  anziety  and  terror 
into  their  mindSj  and  will  you  belieye  that  such  unquiet  of 
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mind  (ospocially  in  this  timc  of  the  low  conditinn  of  (hc  water, 
when  there  is  more  sufferinir  than  iisual)  bcrrt  ts  sickncss  upon 
ßickness?    We'll  have  someiliiiig  to  do,  l^ntlnus!" 

**  I  am  ready/'  replicd  tlic  old  mau;  **  and  yet  if  tliat  fellow 
with  tiic  tail  ruiist  do  miscliief,  I  would  mach  rather  hc  should 
break  the  peoj^le's  arms  and  Icgs  than  crack  their  braius.'' 

Wla&t  a  wish!''  ezclaimed  Paula.  *^  Many  a  time  you  use 
expressions  and  I  see  things  about  yonr  establishment  that  ap* 
pear  incomprehensible  to  me.  It  was  only  yesterday  that  you 
promised — • 

To  explain  to  von  why  I  assemble  about  mo  so  many  of 
God's  croatiircs,  who  bear  the  bürden  of  life  with  crippled  and 
broken  limbs/* 

**  Yes,  indeed,"  replied  Paula.  "  Tlierc  can  be  no  greater 
act  of  cliarity  than  to  make  existenco  more  tolerablo  for  such 
unfortunates— 

Bat  as  to  tlüs/'  intcrposed  the  lively  old  gentleman,  yoa 
think  the  old  odditv  woold  hardly  ride  his  hobby-horee  f  rom 
such  a  fiiic  cause  alone^  and  you  arc  right.  From  my  child- 
hood  up,  I  have  taken  a  peculiar  iiiterest  in  the  anatomical 
structurc  of  man  and  bea.st,  and  as  the  collector  of  stag-roe 
and  gazelle-antlerB,  so  soon  as  he  po?:sef?ses  the  horn>i  of  all 
Speeles,  strives  with  rencwed  ardor  to  coileet  specirneiis  of 
Strange  and  sickly  growth  in  the  pamo,  thus  it  eharms  nie  to 
make  acq^uaintance  with  cvery  sorl  of  iiialiorniation  iu  bonos, 
both  bestial  and  humau.^' 

"  And  to  strai^hten  out  what  is  crooked/'  added  the  physi- 
cian.  From  cnildhood  ap  his  passion  has  been  in  this  oirec* 
tion." 

^'And  it  has  become  inten sified  since  I  feil  one  time  and 
brolce  my  thigh,  learning  in  that  way  how  the  feeling  is/"  con- 
tiniied  tlio  old  man,  apprnvingly.  With  the  help  ol*  my  fel- 
low-student  there,  from  a  dUeitanle  I  have  become  a  regulär 
tiurgeon,  and  m()re()\  er,  ono  who  serves  ^sculapius  at  Iiis  own 
cost.  As  for  the  reöt,  there  are  secondary  cauries  which  dccide 
me  to  choose  such  stränge  surrounding.-,  a  misshapen  slave  ia 
Willing,  and  moreorer^  ccrtain  obserrations  afford  me  a  yet 
more  prioeless  and  peculiar  satisfaction.  But  this  is  nothing 
to  you  girls!*' 

**  Oh,  but  it  is,  though!'^  cried  Paula.  "As  well  as  I  un- 
derstand  Philippus  when  he  explains  to  me  some  f  act  of  natural 
science — 

**  Hold,'*  laughed  Ilufinus,  our  friend  would  take  good 
care  not  to  explain  it  to  you!  He  decms  it  folly  and  only 
graiiU  tliiö  Que  Iking,  that  a  surgeou  and  observer  can  imagiixo 
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no  better^  more  Willing,  aud  eutertaiiüng  iumateä  lor  &  houae 
thau  my  cripples/' 

"  They  are  irratofiil  to  yoii!"  cricd  Paula. 
Grutüfuir  "  asked  tlie  old  luaii.    **It  seems  so  indcod, 
and  yet  gratitude  is  a  retam  upon  whiöh  no  reasouable  mau 
calculates.   ISTow  you  know  enough;  we'll  leave  the  restfor 
Philippus^s  sake. 

ilo,  no,^'  hegged  Paula,  and  as  she  stretdied  out  her  band 
^D  thc  gray-beard^  he  excLaimed,  g^yly: 

Who  conld  refuse  you  aiiythingi'  FU  make  it  brief,  bufc 
you  must  i'ollow  nie  attentively.  Now  then:  Man  is  the  meas- 
ure  of  all  things!    Have  yuu  undcrstood  it  so?" 

"  Yes,  indeSi!  You  Ray  bo  right  often-  Things,  you  fchink, 
iiiv  only  as  they  seem  io  us." 

"  Us,  jTou  say,  because  we,  you,  I  aud  we  others  here  aro 
healthy  in  body  and  mmd*  Things — ^God's  own  work — as 
such  we  must  look  at  uneonditionally,  as  sound  and  normsJ. 
Of  man,  who  is  to  supply  the  gange  for  tliem,  we  would  ask, 
in  the  first  place,  that  he  be  normal  and  sound.  Or  cau 
joiner  measure  boards  correctly  at  all  with  a  crooked  and 
warped  stal!?*' 

**  Assuredly  not!" 

**  Then  you  will  understand,  too,  liow^  tho  question  could 
arisc  in  my  mind:  Does  not  the  sick,  crippied,  missliapen  man 
measure  things  by  a  dillerent  Standard  from  us  heaUliy  people? 
Should  it  not  be  a  thauk-worthy  task  to  investigate  wheäier 
there  be  not  a  difEerence  betweenhismeasurements  and  ours?^' 

'^And  have  investigations  oonceming  yoor  cripples  led  to 
any  resolt?'' 

To  several  great  ones,''  asaeverated  the  old  man.  The 
doctor  here  interniptcd  him  with  a  lnn«l  Oho!''  and  asser ted 
that  his  friend  was  much  too  quick  in  iounding  laws  upon  in- 
dividual  appeuniiices. 

"Mauy  of  bis  observations  certainly  oüered  points  poöscssed 
of  a  ccrtain  intorcbt — " 

Here  Bufinus  intemipted  him  warmly,  and  the  conversation 
would  have  degenerated  into  stnfe  bad  not  Paula  interrupted 
the  gentlemen  and  bcgged  her  host  to  commonicate  to  her  at 
least  one  of  his  results. 

*'I  have  found/'  answered  he,  firm  in  his  convictions  and 
complacently  strokiiiii;  Iiis  lonir,  füll  beard,  that  they  are  not 
only  sensible,  because  liieir  wits  aro  early  sliarpcned  by  tho 
ellort  to  accomplish  througli  iiituiiecLual  lurccs  what  they  lack 
through  corporal  defeet«,  they  are  also  unoommonly  witty, 
like  the  writor  of  fabies.    iEsop,  and  the  Egyptian  god  Besaj 
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\fho,  as  we  are  told  by  Fhilippus's  cid  fiiend  Horns,  f rom  vhom 

we  Egyptians  get  all  our  wisdom,  presided  among  the  heaihen 
Over  lestivities,  jcsting,  wit  and  wonian's  drcss  mto  the  bar- 
gain.  This  speaks  for  the  fiiie  art  of  Observation  amoug  the 
ancients;  for  the  himclibaek,  whose  body  erooked,  applics  a 
crookeil  measuring  line  to  tbingf^.  By  virtue  of  bis  prudence 
he  frcquently  learns  to  measiire  jubt  likc  tbo  majority  of  man- 
kiud,  that  is  to  say,  straight;  and  yet  in  good  liours,  if  he  goes 
his  own  way,  he  makes  tlie  straigbt  erooked,  and  tbc  erooked 
straight,  and  so  orißinates  wit,  which  only  consists  in  an  odd 
aud  original  way  of  looking  at  things  and  presenting  them  to 
Äthers.  Jost  talk  for  once  with  my  himchback  gardener,  Gib- 
bus, or  only  pay  heed  to  him !  If  he  takes  his  seat  among  our 
people  of  an  evening  they  laiigh  just  as  soon  as  lie  opens  his 
mouth,  and  vrhy?  Iiis  nature  drives  him  to  speak  in  nothing 
but  paradoxes.    You  knnw  what  that  iß,  do  you  not?'' 

*  *  Co  riai  n  ly ! ' '  ans  wcred  l*auia.  / 

"  An<l  vou.  Pul?'' 
No,  fallier!" 

**  That  simple  soul  of  youis  has  growu  up  in  too  straight  a 
line  to  comprehend  things  of  thesorti  But  only  listen!  A 
ptumlox  it  would  be,  for  example,  if  I  should  thus  address  the 

bishop  in  to-day's  proctssion:  'You  are  godlcss  from  mere 
piety/ or  if  I  were  to  oller  an  apology  to  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  fnr  the  Üatteries  addre.'^sed  to  her  jnst  now  by  your 
motlier  aud  luysclf,  by  sayinLc:  *  Our  ineonsü  was  bitter  from 
its  very  sweetnoss.'  If  one  e.xaniiiii's  (lu  ni  uiore  closely,  these 
paradoxes  are  truth  in  a  erooked  iorni,  aud  thereforo  they  best 
pleasc  the  huiichback.    ilave  you  understood?" 

"  Certainly/''  ajaswered  Paula. 

"  And  you.  Pul?" 
I  do  not  know  exactly.   I  should  like  it  hetter  if  you  sim- 
ply  said:  '  Weoughtnot  to  have  mmle  such  flatterhig  speeches, 
for  they  may  have  beeu  disagreeable  to  a  young  lady. ' " 

"  Quito  rrood,  my  straightforward  ehildl"  laughed  the  old 
man,  *'  an(l  yot  thore  Stands  the  gardener!  llere,  my  good 
Gibbusl  Juist  t^u]iiiose  you  had  been  paying  snoh  gross  com- 
pliments  to  somo  oug  tluit  thoy  had  otrt  ndud  iiistead  of  j^leas- 
mg;  how  wouid  you  have  expressed  yoursclf,  if  you  waoited 
to  inform  me  of  the  fact?'' 

The  ffardcTier,  a  little  stöut  man,  with  a  huge  hmnp  upon 
his  hack,  and  yet  with  a  shrewd,  well-featured  conntenaace, 
reflectcd  a  moment,  andÜienanswered: 

I  wanted  the  ass  to  smeü  roses,  and  thrust  thistles  under 
bisnose»'' 
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•*  Splendid!''  exclaimed  Paiüa^  and as Gibbus  retired,  chuck* 
ling,  me  doctor  said; 

One  might  envy  the  man  bis  hump;  bat  Miss  Paola,  do 
nptwe  knowpeople  of  very  straightgrowthwhoaie  qiiite  capa- 
ble  of  making  crooked  speeches,  when  thej  are  so  disposed^ 
eh?" 

Rufinus,  liowcver,  rclievcd  Paula  of  the  nerossity  of  aiiswer- 
•ng,  while  he  phowcd  her  an  arti»  Ic  of  his  oii  thu  crookedneaa 
of  soul  aiid  body,  aiul  thuu  coiiLiuucd  ni(  »re  oagerty: 

**I  call  upuu  you  all  to  witness  if  lanie  ikiste — oiie  of  her 
legs  is  much  shorter  than  the  other,  and  we  havc  with  difti- 
cuit 7  contrived  that  it  should  bear  her — does  not  limit  her 
measurement  of  things  to  what  is  below  her  on  the  surf ace  of 
the  carth?  In  Order  not  to  stumble,  she  must  continually 
look  down  upou  the  ground,  and  what  has  bceii  the  conse- 
quence  of  Üm?  She  can  neve4*  teil  you  what  haiigs  upon  a 
trce,  mid  aboui  t  brec  wceks  agn,  when  the  sky  wa:-^  ])!-iglit  and 
the  moou  uu  lliu  wane,  aliliou^li  slie  had  ]nmi  üitting  in  the 
open  air  with  the  othrr  ix'u])l('  uiuil  a  latt'  ]i<vur  ovoniuj;  after 
everdng — it  was  noon  then — I  arikud  her  if  tliu  minm  hiui  beeu 
ßhining  the  night  before,  she  could  not  teil.  Likc  her  leg,  her 
meaeurement  of  things  has  &Ilen  short  Am  I  light  or 
wrong?" 

In  this  case  you  are  right,^^  answered  the  doctor;  and 
yet  I  know  lame  people — " 

Again  a  dispute  was  imminent  between  the  two  friends,  but 
Pulcheria  put  an  end  to  it  this  timeby  ezclaiming^  enthusiast- 
ically: 

Baste  is  the  best^  most  kind-hearted  thing  in  the  whole 

house!'' 

Because  she  consider»  her  own  nature,"  returned  Ruiinm 
She  knows  herseif ^  and  because  she  loiows  how  pain  hurts^ 
ehe  treats  others  with  consideration.     Do  you  remember^ 

Philippus,  how  we  disputed  after  thatanatomicai  lecture  which 

we  had  lintened  to  together  at  Caesarea?" 

"  To  be  Sure  I  do/'  interposed  the  doctor,  **  and  since  ex- 
perience  has  only  confirmod  tlic  opiTiion  1  hold  thcn,  viz,,  that 
there  is  no  more  pernicious  and  at  t  he  j^anie  tinu'  untnie  say- 
ing  than  the  Latin,  *  Mens  sana  in  corpore  .^ano/  if  tlicy  traiis- 
late  it  as  is  (jonuiionly  done  by,  *  Only  in  a  soiuul  btKly  is  to  be 
found  a  sound  mind.  As  a  vvibh  iL  uiay  du,  allhough  many  a 
time  I  haye  been  tempted  to  find  that  too  problematical,  for, 
in  fraal  bodies  I  have  often  met  with  a  strength  of  mind>  a 
sweetnesB  of  disposition^  showing  gratitude  for  the  amallest 
fAYor,  a  fine  sensibiliiy,  a  wise  reticence,  and  an  undeviating 
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devotion  to  higher  thiiigs,  snch  as  I  have  not  found  the  coun- 
terpart  tn  amoiig  the  iR-altliy.  Tlic  body  is  onlv  the  tenement 
of  lliu  teuiü,  and  as  in  Imts  and  pahices  there  arc  good  and 
bat],  wif^e  and  foohsh,  aiid  as  it  in  ol'ten  the  caso  that  more 
p'iiuiiie  goodness  of  heart  is  found  in  the  hut  than  in  the  gor- 
i^c'ous  j^aiaces  of  the  great,  thuswe  find  noble  soids  in  ugly  and 
beautiful,  sound  and  sickly  bodieB^  and  perhaps  more  fre- 
^uently  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter.  One  rnnst  deal  cau- 
tiouBly  with^such  falso  sayin^s  that  are  handed  fromoneto 
another,  forlhey  can  only  inthct  pain  upon  those  who,  without 
that,  find  it  hard  enougli  to  bear  the  burdens  of  hfe.  In  my 
opinion,  the  humpback  thiiiks  as  arcnrately  as  the  athlete,  or, 
think  you,  that  if  a  niother's  cbildreu  were  born  in  a  Spiral 
den,  and  grew  up  there,  that  they  could  not  rise  up  erect  as  do 
the  rest  of  mankind?" 

**  Tliat  comparison  haltül"  exclaimed  the  old  mau,  eageiiy, 
**  and  needs  to  be  propped  up.  Shall  we  not  fall  into  open 
dispntation?" 

"  You  are  to  keep  the  peace,**  said  Johanna^  interrupting 
her  hnsbaiid,  and  before  he  oonld  speak  again  Paula  aedced  him 

in  a  straightforward,  direct  way: 

"  Ilow  old  are  you,  my  worthy  ho?t?" 
The  socond  day  (»f  niy  Hcventieth  year  was  rcndered 
meniorable  l)y  your  then  eati  rinii;  niyhonse  for  the  lirst  time," 
answerod  liuliniis.  with  a  courteuus  bovv.    Hut  his  wife  shook 
her  fingcr  at  liini  threateningly  and  exelainicd : 

"  I  wondcr  if  you  have  not  a  hump  hiddeu  somewherc,  hus- 
band?  So  finely  tumed  a  compliment — '* 

"  He  imitates  the  style  of  his  cripples/'  said  Panla^  playfiü- 
ly.  **  But  now  comes  your  tum,  iriend  Philippus,  xour  ex- 
Position  was  tlial  of  an  older  sage,  and  has  impressed  me,  but 
for  Rufinus*s  sake,  I  sliall  not  say  convinced.  I  am  indebted 
to  vonr  reverenco,  and  yci  w  onkl  like  to  know  how  old  you — 

1  shall  soon  attain  to  niy  <tiie-aud-thirtieth  year,"  eaid  the 
doctor,  auti<'i|iating  her  question. 

"  That  was  an  honest  answer,'*  laughed  Johanua,     "  At 
your  tujc  one  is  glad  to  cling  to  the  tweuties. 
Why  so?"  asked  Pulcheria. 

"Only,"  replied  her  tnother,  "there  are  cirls  to  whom 
thirty  seems  to  be  an  age  too  old  to  be  pleasing. 

**  Silly  things!'' retunn'd  Pukheria.  ''Just  let  them  pro- 
duce  ayoinig  man  more  loval)]*-  than  ourfather,  and  if  Philippus 
yes,  yon  PhiUppus — wen'  iliirty  yt^ars  oldor  than  nine-and- 
twL'nty,  think  you  that,  for  thut,  you  woiUd  be  auy  the  iess 
ßcusiblü  iuid  good?'* 
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*'  And  by  no  means  less  ugly/'  interposed  tlie  doctor. 

Hereupoii  Pulcheria  exclaimcd  as  iudiguautly  though  she 
had  heraelf  bcen  iusultud : 

'^Yon  are  not  a  bit  ugly!  Whoever  says  so  has  no  ejrecL 
Let  who  will  deuy  it,  you  are  a  eplendid-looking  man." 

While  the  warm-heartcd  girl  was  tlms  defending  her  friend 
against  himself,  Paula  stroked  heir  golden  hair  and  said  to  ti^e 
doctor: 

Puk*heria  is  riglit.  She  kiioAvs  how  to  apply  tlio  triie 
measiiririg-rod  toaman.  Note  iluit  well,  Philippus!  And  tlicn 
— do  not  take  my  queötion  iii — but  how  cau  I  help  being  sur- 
prisod  that  the  stuclent  of  thirty-ono  and  sovonty  years  uttend 
the  lii^h  school  at  the  bame  time?  It  w  ill  be  a  long  while  yet 
before  the  moon  is  eclipsed — ^how  brightly  and  placidly  it  sails 
along!  You,  too,  Rnfinus,  have  been  such  a  world's  wanderer, 
that,  if  not  too  irksome  to  von,  we  wonld  be  much  gratified  to 
hear  f  rom  your  own  lips  me  stoiy  of  your  life^  and  how  you 
camc  io  Meinphis.'" 

"  Tlie  j?tory  of  bis  lifo?"  criod  Johanna.  "  If  he  phouH  en- 
ter into  particulars,  from  beginning  to  end,  the  night  would  be 
ended  and  breakfast  have  grown  cold.  He  has  had  such  au 
existence  as  tlie  wise  Ulysses;  but  teil  us  someüxing,  husband, 
you  know  nulhing  could  plcase  us  better.*' 

**  Dutv  calls  me/*  said  the  doctor,  and  after  he  had  taken 
a  friendly  leave  of  the  others,  and  said  farewell  to  Paula  in  a 
less  effusive  manner  than  of  late,  Hufinns  began: 

I  was  boru  in  Alexandria,  which  at  that  time  was  a  thriv- 
ing  mart.  My  father  was  an  armorer,  and  in  bis  Workshop 
two  hnndred  slaves  and  free  laborers  were  kcpt  busy.  He 
iieeded  a  p-eat  deal  of  the  best  metal,  which  usiially  came  to 
him  from  Brituin.  by  wayof  Masillia.  Onoe  he  himself  aecom- 
panied  tlie  shi])  of  a  business  friend  to  that  tlistant  Island,  and 
there  hc  muL  niy  mother.  Her  light  golden  hair,  which  l*ul 
has  inherited,  was  what  captirated  him,  and  becanse  the  hand- 
some  stranger  was  well  pleadng  to  her — ^there  are  few  men  like 
him — ^for  ms  sake  she  became  a  Christian  and  foUowed  him 
gladly.  Neither  of  them  ever  repented,  for  although  she  was 
a  quiet  woman,  who  spoke  Greek  with  a  foreign  accent  until 
her  deatli  in  old  age,  my  father  used  often  to  say  that  she  was 
his  best  atlviser. 

At  the  samo  time  she  liad  so  soft  a  heart  that  she  could 
not  bear  to  see  aiiy  crcature  Ruü'er,  and  dili<rently  as  she  oilier- 
wise  bupermtended  work  at  the  liearth  and  looni  to  the  last, 
she  comd  not  bear  to  see  heu,  goose  or  pig  slaughtered.  I 
bare  inherited  her  heart   Must  I  be  sony  for  it  or  glad?  1 
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had  two  older  brothers^bothof  whom  served  an  apprenticeship 
to  my  father,  and  were  to  carry  on  bis  busiiiess.  Wben  I  had 
reached  my  teiith  year  my  calling  was  dccided  iipoii.  My 
moLlier  woiild  irl:ul1y  have  mado  a  priest  nf  mo,  nud  at  that 
time  I  woiild  have  joyliüiy  consented,  biit  my  iiilher  w  oiild  by 
011  means  as^roe  to  it,  and  beeause  we  had  an  utk  Ir,  who  was 
a  rhetoriciaii  and  earncd  miich  money  through  bis  activity, 
my  father  acceded  to  bis  propositiou  to  devote  uie  to  hiö  call- 
ing. Tbus  I  went  from  one  scbool-master  to  tbe  otber^  and 
did  very  well  under  their  tnition. 

"  Üntil  my  twentietb  year  I  dwelt  at  bomewitb  my  parents^ 
and  during  my  abiindant  hours  of  leisiire  cculd  occnpy  mysclf 
as  I  ÜBted^  and  if  it  is  not  to  give  it  too  high  a  name,  medical 
matters  were  my  sole  dehght.  My  indinations  took  that  turn 
when  a  boy  nf  twelve,  and  then  througli  au  accident  Of 
course  I  fouud  plea^ure  in  staying  aronnd  ihc  sliop«,  and  thcre 
was  a  mugpie  there  that  had  been  rcarcil  by  my  coniiiassion- 
ate  mother.  It  coiild  .-ay,  *  You  blockhead!'  call  my  namtj 
and  several  other  words,  and  lored  a  noise.  For,  wben  tbe 
locksmitbs  and  otber  workmen  knocked  and  filed  tbe  loudest 
it  fluttered  about  most  merrilv,  and  wben  it  perched  upon  an 
anvil  bad  iiothing  but  bright  looks  to  give  at  tbe  bammering, 
rasping,  and  poliädng  there  carried  on.  For  years  tlu-  httle 
beast  had  llirivon  upon  tliis  sociahty,  bnt  one  day  tVll  iuto  a 
vise,  and  brolfe  its  loft  lecf  in  two.    Tiie  poor  littlo  civarMr*/!'* 

At  tlüs  tlie  o1d  man  benl  forward  to  wipe  bis  eyes  in  öecret, 
and  oontinurd  withouL  pansing: 

"  It  feil  upon  its  back,  aud  lookc  d  at  me  so  piteously  that  I 
jerked  the  tongs  oufc  of  tlie  bellows-blower's  band,  wbo  wanted 
to  put  it  out  of  iis  misery  tbrougb  compassion^  caref ully  lif  ted 
it  upj  and  undertook  to  beal  it.  I  took  tbe  magpio  into  my 
own  room  in  <»rder  to  keep  it  still,  and  to  preyent  its  hurtiug 
iteelf,  contriyed  a  nice  frame  for  its  leg,  warmcd  and  moist- 
encd  the  wounded  part  in  my  mouth,  and  tlien  sjilintored  it. 
And  In!  it  actiiallv  2:0t  soundlv  well,  iUttinir  about  tlie  work- 
shojirf  as  betöre,  and  wheneverl  apiJta red  ilying  up  and  settling 
upon  niy  Shoulder,  when  it  would  geutiy  peck  at  my  iiair  with 
its  öluiip  little  beak. 

"  Henocforth  I  would  havo  liked  to  break  tbe  legs  of  tbe 
bens  in  tbe  poultry-yards  for  tbe  pleasure  of  bealing  them, 
bad  not  anotner  idea  occurred  to  me.  I  went  to  tbe  barbers 
and  told  them  that  whoever  bad  a  bird,  a  dog  or  a  cat  witb 
broken  linibs  might  bring  it  to  me,  for  I  was  ready  to  eure  all 
these  liurts  without  chargc,  and  that  thcy  might  so  teil  their 
acquaintoiices.   And,  ou  tbe  very  next  day  a  patieut  was 
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broiight  me,  a  black  hunting  dog,  with  yellow  spots  over  hia 
eycs,  that  luul  hnd  Iiis  leg  sliattered  by  a  misseiit  lance.  I  can 
SCO  hiiu  bcforc  me  iiow!  Others  foUowed  lüm,  feathered  aud 
four-footed  sick^  and  so  my  sur^cal  career  had  begiin.  I  have 
a^iain  to  thank  my  old  comrades  the  barbers  f or  the  sufferinff 
birds  now  on  my  trecs.  I  only  occasionally  treat  four-footed 
patients  at  preseiit.  The  lame  chüdren  whom  you  see  helping 
m  the  garden  belong  to  poor  parents  unablo  to  pay  for  a  sur- 
geon*3  attendance.  Tlie  mcrry  cnrly  ]iate  wlio  broiight  you 
that  rose  just  now  may  go  kome  in  a  iew  days.  Bat  back  to 
my  yoiith. 

**  Thü  deeper  motivoswhich  gavemy  lifethisdirection  forced 
themsclves  upou  mu  later  in  the  twenty  years  after  1  had  left 
the  high  school  behind  me;  indeed^  thej  never  took  their  fall 
hold  upon  me  mitil  af  ter  my  uncle  had  procured  me  many  an 
opportnnity  of  shining  iu  my  profession.  Without  vanity  I 
may  say  that  my  speeches  plcased  the  pcople,  but  the  bom- 
baatic^  flowery  stuff  without  which  I  would  have  becn  hissed 
disgusted  me,  and  howcver  much  my  parents  rcjoiced  wlien  I 
returned  from  Niku,  Arsinot",  or  other  smali  towns  in  tho 
provinces,  witli  Jaurel-wreaths  and  gold  picecs,  I  always  ap- 
peared  to  myself  in  the  h'ght  of  a  deceiver.  And  yet  on  my 
father's  account  1  did  not  venture  to  change  my  profession, 
although  it  became  more  and  more  disagreeable  to  me  to  exalt 
to  the  skies  j)i  ople  whom  I  conld  neither  love  nor  respect,  and 
to  shed  tears  of  emotion  when  in  reaiity  I  was  ready  to  laugh. 

I  had  plenty  of  leisure,  and  becausc  I  did  not  lack  courage 
and  adhered  closely  to  our  Greek  confeasion  o£  faith»  I  was 
Bure  to  be  present  wherever  there  wcre  tnmiilts  or  quarrels 
among  the  differcnt  sects.  I"''piially  they  came  oü  witli  bumpa 
and  Scratches,  and  yet  sometimes  swords  were  drawn.  Once 
thonsantU  were  contending  with  thon.^ands,  and  the  prefect — 
all  Grecks — had  had  the  troops  marched  out  to  restore  tran- 
quülity  by  maüi  force.  There  was  a  massacre  in  which  feil 
tnousands.  I  can  not  deecribe  it!  Such  scenes  were  not  rare^ 
and  frequently  it  was  against  the  Jews  that  the  lage  and 
cupidity  of  the  multitude  were  directed,  backed  only  too  often 
by  the  magiatracy  and  the  creatuieB  of  the  archbishop.  W  hat 
feil  under  my  Observation  there  was  horriblc,  too  horible  to  be 
repeated,  bat  tl"i;it  poor  .lewi-sli  motbor,  wliose  husband  had 
been  siain  and  house  robbed  by  i-uihaiis  lirulcssing  our  faith, 
I  can  not  lorgct.  An  armttl  man  tht-n  dragged  her  to  the 
ground  by  the  bairs  of  bor  hcad,  whiie  a  wretcii  seized  her  in- 
lant  by  Iiis  little  feet  and  cruühed  hivS  skiül  against  the  wall, 
just  as  one  would  daeh  a  wet  doth  against  a  colnnm  in  order 
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to  diy  it  That  beautifal  womai'  and  her  child  I  hare  neyer 
forgotteD^  and  eren  now^  many  a  time  her  image  riaes  up  be- 
fore  me  as  a  vision  of  the  uight. 

"All  this  T  üved  thTMiin-li,  and  slnidderingly  saw  a  creatnre 
of  Ood,  a  beiiiiT  ciidowrcl  with  reason,  rend,  pTsccnte  and 
render  otherci  miserable,  all  for  what?  Mercifid  Savioiir,  where- 
fore?  Only  out  of  liatred,  only — as  certainly  as  man  is  the 
measiire  of  all  Illings — only  diiven  by  the  cruel  impulse  to  in- 
jure,  vexand  grieve  nis  neighbor,  who  differed  from  him  in  the 
alightest  particular.  Andthese  blood-hounds^  theae  armies 
who  followed  the  baaner  of  pitiicssness,  love  of  destruction^ 
blood-thirstiness,  wore  Christians,  baptized  in  the  iiame  of  Him 
who  taughfc  the  forgiveness  of  enemies,  who  carried  love  be- 
yond  house,  city  and  stato  to  hiimanity,  who  lifted  the 
adulteress  out  of  the  dnst,  who  took  ebildreii  np  in  His  arms 
and  had  "  more  joy  over  a  sinner  that  rejjuntetli  thun  over 
ninety-and-nino  just  porsons  that  needed  no  rcj^iiitaiice!* 
Biood,  blood  was  what  they  wanted  to  see.  And  has  not  tho 
doctrine  of  Him  whose  name  they  proudly  confess  sprang 
from  His  blood  poured  out  a  sacrifice  for  everything  that  hem 
the  name  of  human — ^jnst  as  that  lotos  flower  has  grown  up 
out  of  the  1  ;it  water  of  yon  marble  basin.  And  the  chief 
guardians  of  tliis  gos|x'l  of  mercy,  viz.,  patriarch,  bisliop, 
presbyter,  aiid  deaeou,  stimulateil  tho  fury  of  the  people,  in- 
stcad  of  pointing  them  to  the  picture  of  tho  shephcrd,  who 
picks  up  tlie  lost  sluM^p,  aTid  irently  leads  it  back  to  the  fold. 

**  My  age  sti  iued  t<>  me  tlie  most  desperately  corrupt  of  all 
ages,  and — so  suiely  as  man  is  the  mcasure  of  all  tliiin]^s — that 
iL  is;  for  in  it  love  is  Uausformed  into  hatred,  mercy  iuiu  iu- 
ezorable  hardness  of  heart.  Not  only  the  thrones  of  the  tem- 
^  poral  powers;  no,  even  those  of  spiritual  rulers  are  stained  by 
the  blood  of  their  ncighbors.  Emperor  and  bishop  give  the 
exam])le,  })eople  and  laity  are  quick  to  foUow  it.  And  as  are 
the  great  the  men  of  strÜe,  so  also  are  the  small  and  even  the 
peaceful  aspirants  for  Spiritual  beneficcs.  V,  hat  I  saw,  as  a 
man,  upoii  ilie  ^treet,  as  a  boy  and  youtli  I  hiid  already  met 
with  in  Üiii  nurmal  and  hij^li  t^ehonl.  Every  doctrine  liad  its 
confessors,  and  he  who  asrreed  with  Ciieiu.s  haied  t'aius,  and 
henceforth  spoke  and  wrolc  with  no  othcr  aim  ihau  Lo  injure, 
abäse  and  ruin  him.  To  expose  the  failin^s  of  one's  fellow- 
man,  to  bind  him  to  the  piUory,  was  the  zealous  eftort  of  each 
one,  especially  if  anothor  were  deomed  greater  than  himself  or 
threatened  to  outshine  him.  Hear  the  niaidL  tis  at  the  fount- 
ain,  or  the  women  at  their  spindles !  Only  she  is  oertain  of  ap^ 
proval  who  has  something  bad  to  teil  of  other  men  and  women. 
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Wbo  cares  to  hear  Iiis  neighbor's  praise?  Whoever  hears  of 
another's  liappiuess  does  but  eiivy  him. 

''Hatred,  hutml  evorywlieri  f  Evon^w'horo  tho  will,  the 
wisb^  tlie  passion  for  preparing  paiu  and  min  for  unc's  fellow- 
mnn  instead  of  exalting,  advancini:,  lioaling  liimi  Such  is  thu 
Hjiirit  of  niy  time,  and  niy  Avhole  soul  revoltt  d  ajrainst  it  iu 
holy  Indignation,  and  I  inwardly  vowed  to  bo  and  aut  diffcrent- 
ly,  and  to  pursue  the  one  aim  of  assisting  the  unfortunate, 
hclpin^  the  wretched,  soothing  those  who  bad  been  mocked  at 
unjusSy,  straightening  for  my  neighbor  vhaterer  was  crooked, 
repairmg  vhatever  was  damaged^  dispensing  bahn^  healing^ 
healing! 

"  And  thank  God  I  have  been  permitted  to  keep  my  vow  iu 
part,  and  if,  later,  wln'ms  and  a  wondrous  delight  in  investiga- 
tion  wtTO  assot  iated  ^vith  my  zealous  efforts  to  discharprt^  iho 
^reat  task  ot"  Avhich  I  spoke  to  von,  I  never  really  lost  bight  of 
it  after  my  lather  died  and  my  micle  lef t  me  his  large  fort- 
une. 

"  Then  I  bade  farewell  to  rhetoric  and  trayeled  east  and 
vest,  in  search  of  tbe  landwbere  lore  blnds  men  together^  and 
hatred  is  nothing  bat  a  diaease;  however,  as  truly  as  mau  iß  the 
measuie  of  all  things,  np  to  this  time  all  my  eö'orts  liave  been 
in  vain.  Meanwhile  I  liave  so  estabüslied  my  house  tliat  it  bas 
bccomc  a  citadel  of  lovo,  and  therein  is  breathed  an  atmos- 
phere  where  hatred  may  not  come,  but  is  stifled  iu  tho  trcrm. 

But  iu  spite  of  all  this  I  liave  been  no  saint.  andhow  many 
follies^  how  much  iujnstico  have  I  connuiUed,  how  mudi 
money  and  real  cstatc  tliat  I  should  liave  kept  for  my  own  has 
shppcd  througli  my  fingers,  mostly  mdeed,  in  discharge  of 
duties  tbat  I  deemed  most  sacred.  Will  yon  believe  it^  Paula? 
— pardon  the  old  man  if  be  addresses  in  sucb  fathcrly  style  tbe 
daugbtcr  of  Tbomas;  hardly  five  years  after  my  imion  wiiix 
this  good  wife,  soon  after  we  had  lost  our  only  little  son,  I  for- 
öook  her  and  my  little  daughter.  Pul,  there,  for  more  thau 
two  joav^,  in  ordcr,  voluntarily  and  uusolicited,  to  follow  the 
Emperor  Ileracüus  in  Iiis  war  against  the  Persians,  who  haii 
done  me  no  härm.  However,  I  did  not  go  as  a  warrior,  but  as 
a  öurgcuu  eager  to  learn.  To  confess  the  truth  honestl}',  it 
pleased  me  just  as  much  to  see  biuken  hmbs,  wouuds  aud  con- 
tnsions  in  plenty,  and  to  be  aUowed  to  treat  them,  as  to  prove 
myself  beneficent.  Witb  a  bioken  hip,  tolerably  kmt  to 
gether,  I  retumed  to  these  dear  ones,  and  after  a  few  years 
onoe  more  the  spirit  of  mirest  seized  me,  and  I  dragged  my 
wife  and  child  away  from  the  comforts  of  house  aud  gardei? 
to  acoompany  me  to  tbe  bigb  scbooL   Tbe  busband^  tbe  f» 
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ther,  tlie  gray-bcard  took  wonderfiilly  among  Iiis  youiig  col« 
kagues  mio  attended  fhe  lectures  and  expoeitions  of  the 
teaäierB.  And  yet^  as  trtQj  as  man  is  the  measure  of  all 
ihings,  in  dfligence  and  zeal  I  was  not  a  whit  behind  them, 
althongh  many  excelled  me  in  mind  and  endowments^  among 
whom  always  sto(xi  foremost  our  Philippus.  Thiis  it  happens, 
noble  Paula,  that  the  old  and  mature  man  are  fellow-students, 
but  to-day  the  eider  bows  down  i^ladly  betöre  the  acknowl- 
edged  öuperiority  of  his  youiiger  brother  in  science  and  art.  To 
readjust,  comfort,  eure,  is  the  nim  of  his  life  also,  and  often  it 
deligbts  me,  old  fellow  thai  1  um,  who  set  out  uj)on  the  same 
career  far  earHer  ihm  Philippus,  to  call  myaelf  bis  jimior. 

Here  Rafinns  became  nlent^  and  arose  f rom  bis  seat  Panla 
also  stood  up,  and  pressing  his  band  cordially,  said: 

"  Wcre  I  a  man  I  should  join  you  too.  But  eyen  aa  it  is, 
Phüippu&hastaught  mo  that  it  is  allowable  for  awomanto  werk 
in  your  sense  of  tlio  form.  And  now  let  me  implore  you — 
ploa'^o  do  not  deny  mo  the  favor — never  to  call  me  anything 
eise  but  Paula!  I  never  expocird  to  be  as  happy  n?ain  as  I  am 
with  y<ui.  lIiTc  myhoart  bcconm's  fresh  and  sound.  Mistress 
Johanna,  be  you  njy  mutherl  1  have  lost  the  best  of  fathers, 
and  until  I  find  him  agaui,  you,  ßufinus,  are  to  take  his 
place  I** 

Gladly,  gladly!''  cricd  the  old  man,  seizing  botb  her  band» 
and  then  continuing  clieerfulh  :  But  I  ask  the  favor  of  you 
to  become  Pol's  eider  sister!"  Out  of  the  shy,  timid  girl  I 
woidd  sce  a  young  lady  like  yourself.  But  hurry,  be  quick, 
children,  look  up,  for  ah-cady,  as  the  old  lleathen  of  this  coun- 
try  used  to  say  whin  the  luoon  was  eclipstxl:  *  Tv|)bou,  in  tho 
form  of  a  bour,  begins  Lu  swuUow  tlie  eye  of  Horus. '  »See  huw 
the  shadow  obscures  the  bright  diski  When  the  ancients  saw 
this  they  used  to  make  anoise,  shake  the  sistrum  wiih  its  metal 
rings,  bieat  the  drum,  blow  homs,  rare,  and  sbriek,  in  oider 
to  tenify  the  Evil  One  and  drive  bim  away.  Four  bundred 
yoars  ago  this  may  have  happcncd  here  for  the  last  time,  and  - 
now — draw  your  hoods  closer  and  foUow  me  to  the  river — ^now 
Christians  disgrace  themselves  by  the  same  carryingß  on.  Into 
wbatover  Christian  land  I  havn  rome  the  same  spectacle  has 
met  me;our  holy  rcligion  has  uivc  n  f ho  (l»>at]i-blow  to  the  faith 
of  tho  hoailu  n.  jiiul  yet  tlit  iv  >u]M'!>iiii()n  lias  clung  to  life, 
and  lound  adniittanc«  to  oui"  cuftionis  through  unguarded 
crcvices.  Thore  llay  go  in  processiou,  with  the  bishop  at  their 
head,  and  how  the  shrieks  of  the  women  and  howling  of  tbe 
men  drown  the  chants  of  tbe  clerg}^  Only  listen!  They 
sound  as  lamentable  and  füll  of  passionate  entreaty  as  if  ola 
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Tjplion  were  actually  here,  ready  to  swallow  the  moon,  and  as 
if  &6  World  were  in  the  grcatest  jeopardy!  Yee,  as  tndj  aa 
man  is  the  measnre  lor  all  thiugs^  those  agonized  creatores 
down  there  are  of  diseased  mind,  and  how  can  one  forgive 
those  who  dare  to  distress  Cliristians — ^yes,  Christians,  with  the 
Testiges  o£  heatheniah  ioüj,  and  to  blind  their  enlightened 
min£. 


OHAPTER  Xm 

AK  BAYSSBBOPPEB. 

Until  a  few  days  ago  little  Catharine  had  been  a  submis- 
sive^  obedient  child,  wno  had  esteemed  it  an  honor  to  obej  im- 
l^icitly  and  as  <|nickly  aa  possible^  not  only  her  mother,  bat 

also  me  Lady  Isephoris,  and  since  her  own  Grcck  preceptress 
had  left  the  house  tlie  aour  Eudoxia.  Not  the  smalicHt  neglect 
of  Orders»  no  misck  meanor  or  self-willed  action  had  she  ever 

bcfore  oonccaled  froni  lior  mother  and  tho  jrood  goyemess 
whom  slic  had  really  loved;  yes,  it  would  liave  beeii  im})0ssible 
for  her  to  go  to  sleep  without  unburdeuing  her  hearl  before  she 
eaid  her  eyening  })iayer,  by  confessing  to  some  dear  one  all 
that  her  own  conscienco  accused  her  of  haviiig  doiie  amiss,  and 
obtainiug  fuU  pardon  for  the  same.  ßelieved  of  care,  and 
witii  a  consdence  as  white  as  the  breast  of  her  whitest  doye, 
the  innooent  child  had  fallen  asleep  night  after  night,  and 
eyerythiiig  bad  of  which  she  had  had  to  accuae  herseif  was 
some  forbidden  feat  of  climbing,  eating  too  many  sweet  thinge^ 
and  most  frequently  uttering  some  passionate  ugly  word. 

Since  Orion 's  kiss  amid  the  infoxicating  pcrfnmc  of  the 
blooming  troes,  the  first  change  had  come  over  her,  and  ahnest 
eyery  succeeding  hour  had  arouscd  in  her  new  wi&hes  and 
yiews. 

What  had  never  entercd  lier  niind  before,  yu.  ,  to  set  her 
own  opinion  up  against  her  mother's,  she  now  did  continually. 
The  manner  in  whi  h  she  had  broken  with  her  friends  at  the 
goyemor's  mansion  appeared  to  her  penrerse  and  out  of  taste, 
and  the  bitter,  ül-natured  strictures  upon  thcir  cid  friends, 
with  which  Siisannah's  moutli  overflowed,  woimded  Catharine's 
feelings,  and  finally  put  her  in  direct  Opposition  to  thoee  whose 
judgmeiit  had  hitherto  appeared  to  her  infaUible. 

So,  after  the  govemor's  mansion  was  closed  to  her,  she  had 
no  one  in  whom  she  could  freely  confide,  and  between  Paula 
and  herself  a  barrier  had  ariscn,  the  heiffht  of  which  she  feit 
painfully  whenever  sho  yielded  to  the  desire  to  suimount  it. 
There  ooold  be  no  donbt  but  that  she  was    the  other  one  ** 
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spoken  of  Orion,  and  if  she  Lad  gone  secretly  to  her  tbe 
evening  of  his  father's  funerai  she  had  been  impelied  to  tiiis 

lees  by  the  burning  desire  to  confide  in  a  sympaihizing  sonl 
than  by  curiosity  coupled  with  tonnenting  jealoiisv.  Witli  a 
stränge  mingling  of  tender  desire  and  duli  hatred  she  had 
sUpped  through  thc  hedgo,  and  thcn,  wheii  tlic  mccting  camo 
about  in:  thc  begiiining,  she  had  giveu  herseif  up  fuily  to  the 
dehght  of  giving  fri^ti  exprcssiou  to  her  thoughts,  and  findmg 
an  anditor  in  a  person  so  far  her  suporior.  And  yet  after 
ruida's  reserved  auswers  to  her  bold  qucötious,  envy  and  dialike 
again  revived  within  her  breast.  Whoever  did  not  hate  Orion 
mnst  love  bim«  she  beHeved. 

Wbat  if  the  two  were  abeady  agreed? 

Perbaps  under  the  sycamore  Paula  had  only  been  treatiiu 
her  hkc  a  simple  chiid  aud  deceived  her!  Tins  perhaps^ 
tortured  lier,  and  at  least  she  wanted  to  put  an  end  to  that. 
A  helper  was  at  her  disposal;  for  there  was  her  foster-brother, 
tlie  son  of  lier  deaf  nurse,  and  she  knew  that  he  would  bhndly 
gratify  all  her  wishes — yes,  even  throw  himself  even  to  the 
crocodiles  in  the  ^lic  if  she  were  but  to  speak  the  word. 
Young  xVnubis  had  !>harcd  all  her  chldish  sports  with  her;  aud 
in  bis  fonrteentbyear^  after  he  had  leamed  readiug  audwriting 
with  her«  at  her  mother's  instance  he  had  been  receiyed  into 
the  counting-room  of  the  govemor's  palaoe  to  acquaint  himself 
with  buflinesß  there  under  tlie  excellent  treasurer  Xüus.  Later« 
Susannah  expected  to  give  him  a  Situation  suited  to  bis  acquire* 
ments  npon  her  own  estates,  or  at  Memphis,  tlie  central  point 
for  the  admiuistration  of  her  afTairs.  Afterward,  as  before,  the 
boy  lodged  with  his  mother  at  the  widow's  houso,  but  pa.«sed 
the  working  hours  of  the  day  at  the  governor's,  where,  iudeed, 
he  proved  himself  sufficiently  indu.striüus  and  skilled  in  work; 
but  in  bis  leisore  hours  he  occupicd  himself  with  thiugs  far 
remored  from  bis  fnture  calling.  At  Gatharine's  reqnest  he 
had  establifihed  commnnication  bj  means  of  carrier-piseons 
between  her  mother's  and  the  goTemor's  honse^  and  wim  his 
help  many  a  note  with  little  pieces  of  news,  invitations,  er- 
cuses,  and  the  like  had  passed  between  Catharine  aud  Maria. 
Anubis  was  very  fond  of  the  prctty  birds,  and  with  tlie  knowl- 
edge  of  his  su]ieriors  the  dove-cote  had  been  fixed  uj)  ou  the 
roof  of  the  treasury  otliee.  Now  Maria  lay  siek,  and  all  com- 
mnnication with  her  was  prohibited;  and  yei  the  well-arrauged 
messenger-line  was  not  to  rcuiain  idle,  aud  Catharine  had 
begon  to  render  it  subservient  to  other  ends. 

Orion^B  seoretary  yesterday  had  been  detained  very  long  in 
iront  of  the  neignbor's  house,  and  she  had  leamed  throngh 
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Annhis,  vrhom  nothing  escaped  that  was  going  on  In  NiluB^s 
Office,  that  Paola's  fortune  was  to  be  paid  over  to  her  rery 
ßpeedily,  aiid  veiy  likely  by  Orion  himself.  If  so,  an  interview 
most  take  place,  and  pürliaps  shc  raight  liave  the  opporttinity, 

nnseea,  to  bc  a  witness  to  it.  rcpoatod  experierjces  sne 
knew  very  well  how  tbis  was  to  beellV»  u  d  as  reganls  Jiiifimis's 
house,  and  the  only  question  was  to  be  upon  tho  Spot  at  the 
rigbt  time. 

On  the  morning  foilowiug  tho  nigbt  wlien  the  moon  was 
f  ull,  two  and  a  half  hoors  before  noon,  a  note  was  handed  her 
by  the  little  boy  who  fed  the  vlnged  messengers  in  their  cote, 
in  which  Anabis  had  written  that  Orion  was  preparing  to  make 
a  Tisit;  but  the  errand-boy  was  not  receiTed  with  any  peculiar 
marks  of  favur,  for  Ibis  time  was  very  inconvcnicnt  to  bor. 
Early  tbat  day  Bishop  Plotinus  had  informed  her  mothcr  tbat 
the  Patriarch  EonjamiTi  of  Alexandria,  was  on  the  otber  m(]c  of 
the  Nile  visiting  General  Amr,  expecting  afterward  to  bonor 
Meinpbis  with  a  caU.  Ile  was  to  stay  one  day,  had  forbidden 
a  publiü  reccT^tion»  and  had  delegated  to  bim  tho  task  of  find- 
ing  suitablb  c^uarters  for  himself  and  rcLiiiue.  Tlicn  the  vain 
wiaow  had  promptly  dedared  herseif  ready  to  entertain  the 
noble  guest  under  her  roof.  The  Tisit  of  a  prince  of  the 
Church  must  bring  a  blessing  upon  her  honse,  and  she  hoped 
to  derive  advantage  from  it,  too,  for  mai^y  a  matter  tiiat  Bhe 
had  now  at  bearfc. 

A  magnificent  reccption  must  be  prepared  for  the  patriarch. 
To  be  siu'e  she  had  only  a  fcw  bonrs  Icft,  and  so,  cvon  before 
the  bishop  had  tak(  ii  leave  of  her,  sbe  be|;au  to  gatlier  togetbor 
tho  sorvants  and  iöciiie  licr  Orders.  The  wbule  lioiirie  must  be 
cleantd  froni  top  to  bottom;  a  part  of  the  domestics  had  to 
huriy  to  town,  in  order  to  make  purchases,  white  others  wero 
bustling  around  the  hearth;  the  gai^eners  plimdeied  flower- 
beds  and  shrubs  in  order  to  arrange  garlands,  wreaths,  and 
bouquets  for  the  reception;  from  cellar  toganet  many  as 
fifty  siaves,  white,  black,  and  brown,  were  at  wo/k  wilb  all 
their  miglit;  for  eacli  one  thougbt  that  he  migbt  calculate 
upon  lleaven's  particnlar  favor  if  be  did  any  se*  vice  for  the 
patriarch,  and  meanwhile  their  restless  mistrc?s  ^nweariedly 
screoched  out  to  them  lior  wish  to  bavo  (bis  or  tlie  other  done. 

She  who  as  a  yoiinij  girl  had  como  of  a  boii'  .e  livh  m  cliildren 
but  of  small  forUiue,  aud  had  to  toll  wilb  her  owu  bands,  for- 
got  to-day  that  she  had  beoome  a  rieh  and  distinguished  woman, 
who  need  no  longer  give  personal  attention  to  ner  housekeep* 
ing,  and  so,  sometimes  she  was  here,  sometimes  there,  having 
her  eye  on  eyeiything,  only  not  upon  her  dangbter«  8ho  in- 
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deed  was  the  fine  puppet  of  tlie  honae^  brought  np  in  Oreek 

fcjtyle,  wliose  assistanoe  in  such  grave  work  was  not  to  be 
thought  of — yes,  she  would  only  have  been  in  the  way. 

After  the  bishop's  departnre  Catharine  had  only  received 
the  direction  to  be  ready  to  receive  the  patriarch  in  her  best 
attirc^  with  a  bunch  of  flowcrs  to  prcscnt  to  him  linder  the 
lincn  canopyin  front  of  tlie  door  of  enirance.  Susannah  asked 
no  more  of  her  tlaughter,  aiul  the  latter  thoiigTht  as  she  flew 
up  the  ßteps  leading  to  her  Chamber.  Orion  will  cnnie  direct- 
ly; there  are  still  two  good  hour^  before  uoon;  and  li  ho  ötays 
Over  there  a  half  hour  that  is  a  plenty.  I  shall  get  tim6 
enongh  to  dress^  and  by  way  of  precantion  Fll  pnt  on  my  new 
sandäs  at  once;  norse  and  my  maid  are  not  to  leave  my  Cham- 
ber any  more.  They  are  to  keep  everything  ready  for  any 
emergency^  because^  perhaps,  Paula  and  ne  haye  a  great  deal 
to  say  to  onc  anothor.  He  will  not  get  away  from  her  without 
a  scolding,  provided  she  has  not  aireäy  found  meaus  to  convey 
her  reproadies  to  the  poor  man. " 

Soon  alter  ward,  with  her  little  feet  clad  in  beautiful  gold 
Bandais  studded  with  blue  sapphireR,  she  bounded  away  to  an 
eartlien  niound  wliich  she  had  had  soddcd  and  arranged  previous- 
ly  beilind  the  hedge  through  wliicli  she  liad  crept  the  evening 
before,  and  there  she  seated  herseif  upon  a  small  chair,  with  a 
oontented  smile^  as  though  to  be  present  at  some  spectade. 
Foliage  plants  in  the  rear  of  this  hidden  watching-place  par* 
tially  protected  her  from  the  bnming  rays  of  the  sun,  andWhile 
from  this  lookout — now  mado  use  of  for  the  first  time— ahe 
watched  and  waitcd,  her  heart  began  to  beat  ever  higher;  yet 
in  the  great  uneasiness  that  toolv  possession  of  her  5=ho  forgot 
the  bonbons  that  ehe  had  Bproad  out  upon  a  large  leaf  in  her 
lap. 

Fortunately  Orion  did  not  keep  her  wait.  og  long.  Hc  came 
in  bis  mother's  four-wheeled  close  carriage.  Beside  the  driver 
sat  a  serrant^  and  on  the  step  to  bol^  doors  oC  the  yehiole  eat  a 
elave. 

This  was  foUowed  by  a  fewidle  man  and  women  and  a  whole 
troop  of  half-naked  children.    But  the  cnrious  were  not  to  be 

fratified,  for  the  carriage  did  not  remain  standing  in  the  street, 
ut  drove  into  Bufinus's  garden,  and  the  plants  and  treea 
screened  it  from  the  gaze  ä.  the  gaping  throng  that  soon  yd- 

untarily  dispersrd. 

Orion  alighted  before  the  front  door  of  tlie  mansion,  and  be- 
hind  liiui  the  treasnrer,  and  while  ilio  old  gcntlenian  groeted 
the  son  of  the  Mukaukas,  Nüus  euperintended  the  removal  of 
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%  conäiderable  namber  of  hßOYj  sacks  iuto  Hufinus's  shadj 
Office. 

In  aU  ihis  Catharine  faad  seen  nothiii^  wortby  of  note  save 
the  impreBsiYe  aize  and  niunber  of  the  oags^  certainlj  filled 
with  gqid,  and  ihe  man  vho  engrossed  her  wbolly; 

Never  before  liad  Orion  appeared  so  hanilsome  to  her,  for 

the  long  flowing  black  robe,  whose  cud  feil  in  rieh  folds  acrOQS 
hisfihoulder,  ennanced  the  natural  heiglit  of  bis  magnificent  fi|(- 
nre;  bis  luxuriant  bair,  not  enrlcd,  but  with  its  rieh,  natural 
waves  set  off  bis  fiifo,  >;:iat,  pale  and  serious  aa  it  was,  touchcd 
»nd  at  the  .saiue  time  attracted  her  irresisiiblv.  The  ihouixbt 
tbat  tbis  gloriuus  mau  bad  once  woocd,  luvcd,  and  kibtst^  b«;r 
took  pOöüebüiou  of  her,  aud  then  to  have  lost  bim  forever  to 
another,  thriUed  through  her  Uke  a  bodily  paug,  that,  issuing 
from  her  heart,  radiated  to  the  hram. 

When  Orion  bad  disappeared  mdde  ihe  honse  fihe  still  fan* 
ded  that  she  saw  him^  and  then  as  his  vifiion  faded  from  hör 
inner  yision,  and  tbe  idea  forced  itsclf  upon  lu  r  (bat  be  was 
now  m  Company  with  Paula,  tbat  otber  one,''  and  tluit  he 
was  gazing  upon  her  just  as  be  bad  doue  upon  herseif  a  few 
days  before,  bor  ancfiiiRb  reflonblod  irself.  Ana  sho  wondercd  if 
tbc  Damasccno  wcre  oiilyhali'  as  bappy  as  sbc  bad  been  in  tbat 
nevor-tü-be-forgotteii  bour.  Ab!  bow  her  beart  acbed!  She 
would  mueb  ratber  bave  sprmig  acro>;g  tbe  bodge,  rushed  iuto 
the  neigbbor's  bouse,  and  parted  Paula  and  Orion. 

But  tbere  she  sat  restless  and  yet  motionless,  fuUy  possessed 
by  bad  tbougbts,  upon  wliicb  only  seldom  a  good  one  timidly 
intmded,  intently  watching  tbeir  neigbbor^s  house.  There  it 
lay  deatbly  still  in  the  glowing  simShine,  as  thongh  fallen 
asleep.  In  the  garden,  too,  nothing  stirred  and  sonnded  eave 
the  small  water-jet  tbat  poured  out  of  tbe  marl>le  basin  with  a 
continualiy  low  and  monotonous  splasb!  splasb!  Uke  the  bees, 
butterllios,  drngon-flies,  and  boetles,  wbose  buzzing  she  could 
not  liear,  and  tbat:  .scemed  to  llit  noiselessly  about  tbe  flowers 
Tbe  birds  must  havc  been  asleo])  too,  for  not  one  sbowed  itself, 
not  one  broke  tbe  oppretrsive  silcnce  with  its  ubirping  aud  twi/r 
teriug.  Tbe  coacb  stood  beiorc  the  front  dour,  as  if  speK- 
bound,  the  driver  bad  dismounted  from  his  seat  and  takcn  hls 
place  by  the  other  slaves  on  one  of  the  narrow  strips  of  shade 
that  were  cast  by  ihe  colnmns  of  the  yeranda.  The  head  .»f 
each  bad  snnk  npon  his  breast,  and  not  one  spoko  a  word. 
Only  the  horses  stirred  wben  tbey  turned  to  bmsh  off  tbe  flies 
with  tbcir  füll  tails,  or  to  bite  at  tbe  stinging  wounds  tbat 
they  had  inihoted.    Then  occasLomdly  they  woold  lift  the 
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poles,  and  if  fhe  can'iage  creakcd  as  it  was  jerked  back,  the 
ttriver,  halt'  drunk  wiili  sleep,  would  mutter,  '*Hußh!  hushi'' 
Oatharine  ha<l  spread  a  oroad  leaf  over  the  crown  of  her 
head  in  order  to  protect  herseif  against  the  buming  rays  of  the 
8un,  for  in  order  to  escape  being  seen  she  dared  usa  ueither  hat 
uor  uinbrclla.  Tho  sliadows  cast  by  the  plants  were  spaise^  so 
tiiat  the  glare  of  middav  tortored  her;  Dut  altiiough  minute 
after  minute,  quarter  of  au  hour  after  quarter  of  an  hour 
passed  by  for  her  at  a  snail's  pace«  deepiness  came  not  to 
soothe  her  ezdted  sensea 

She  needed  no  sun-dial  to  teil  her  the  time  of  day;  for  she 
knew  exactlj  how  lato  it  was  if  this  shadow  were  here  and  that 
one  there,  and  if  ehe  disregarded  the  danger  to  her  eyes  could 
attf^in  to  fiiU  certainty  by  looking  at  the  height  reached  by  the 
Star  o£  day. 

It  lacked  novr  only  thrce  qiiarters  of  an  honr  of  noon,  and 
in  tho  house  yondcr  overythiiig  was  as  gtill  as  ever;  but  it  was 
to  be  expected  that  tlio  patriarrli  should  be  punctual,  and  tho 
only  thmg  ^he  had  done  toward  her  tollet  was  to  don  her 
golden  sandaLs. 

She  took  a  sndden  resolutiou;  hurried  t^  her  ehamber,  for- 
badc  her  nurtju  to  do  up  her  hair  freshly,  only  ailowing  her  to 
stick  a  few  roses  in  among  her  natural  ringle ts.  Then,  in  des- 
perate ha8te>  she  had  herseif  arrayed  in  her  sea-green  silk  dress 
which  was  trimmed  with  exquisite  lace,  ordered  her  peplos  to 
be  fastened  with  the  best  buckles  at  hand,  and  as  she  tr'ml  her- 
ßelf  to  put  on  a  braoelet  of  precious  sapphires^  and  its  hasp 
broke,  she  flung  it  among  the  other  jewelry,  as  one  wonld  re- 
ject  an  nnripo  apple.  Qiiickly  now  she  slippcd  her  little  liand 
through  a  gold  one  c(»mpo«3ed  of  spiral  sjjrings  that  coviud 
half  her  arms,  and  finaily  blio  isnatf  lied  at  some  more  Orna- 
ments to  put  thera  on  herst'If,  aller  she  should  be  again  en- 
ßconced  in  her  watch-towcr.  The  maid  received  her  Orders  to 
be  ready  at  noon  to  delirer  to  her  the  bouquet  vhich  she  was 
to  present  to  the  patriarch,  and  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  she 
hau  left  her  hidmg-place •  she  was  once  more  there.  Justin 
Üme,  too,  forwhile  she  was  puttiiig  on  tlie  jewelry  brought  with 
her,  Xilus  cmerged  from  tlie  house,  followed  by  slaves  bearing 
Fcveral  leathern  sacks  that  thoy  replaced  in  thn  carriagc. 
Horc'i.pon  Nilus  got  in,  and  wiili  him  Dr.  Philippus,  aud  the 
carriage  drove  out  of  tlic  gardt  ii. 

**  Paula  is  again  intrusting  her  fortune  tohim,  "  thought 
Catiiiiiine.  They  are  one  now;  aiid  henceforth  there  will 
begm  a  constant  rouning  to  and  fro  between  the  house  of 
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Bufinns  and  fhe  govemorli  palaca  A  findy  derised  game; 
but  vait>  only  waitl" 

So  B&jing,  ehe  ^naahdd  her  little  wliite  teethj  and  yet  re- 
tained  suffident  self-commaiid  not  toletanything  escapeher  of 

all  that  was  go'm^  on. 

AVhile  slie  liad  boeii  away  Orion'ri  black  liorse  had  been 
broiight  into  the  cnu-ik  ii  and  was  buiiig  led  aroirnd  bya  moimt- 
ctl  groom;  and  winle  lier  eyos  followed  the  movements  of  the 
lioröc,  ölic  uiuriuured  to  licr^iclf,  mockingly: 

**  At  any  rate,  he  is  not  going  to  take  her  with him  directly. 

Agaia  a  few  minutes  of  silenoe  elapsed»  vhen  Paula  appeared 
Coming  out  of  the  house,  and  dose  behind,  almost  at  her  side, 
Orion, 

How  thcy  did  look! 

His  cheeks  "were  no  longer  pale.  Ali,  no!  Ko  more  were 
Catliariiie's;  they  glowcd!  And  hovr  hfight  were  his  eyes, 
with  what  joy  aud  satislaetiou  they  gleamed!  She  would  have 
liked  to  be  a  serpent,  and  sting  both  on  the  heel!  Meanwhile 
thü  Damascene  had  lost  nothiiig  of  her  proud  and  noble  bear- 
ing — and  he!  Like  one  entranced  lie  ^azed  upon  his  compan- 
ion,  and  she  thonght  she  conld  perceive  his  luack  mantle  lise 
and  fall  above  his  heart.  Paula  too  wore  mourning  to-day. 
Of  course  I  They  belonged  to  each  other  now ;  and  his  grief 
must  be  hers^  although  she  had  fied  from  the  house  of  the 
Mukaukas  as  from  a  prison.  Oh,  the  demure  beauty  knew 
perfcctiy  well  that  nothing  became  her  so  well  as  dark  folorsl 

In  grace,  beauty  of  ])erson,  and  size,  these  two  scemed  like 
two  rare  beings  whom  destiny  had  meant  for  each  other;  even 
Catharine  could  not  deny  this. 

A  niiöchievouiS  sprile,  bhe  called  it  a  propitious  one,  led  them 
so  dose  to  her  that  with  her  sharp  ears  she  could  hear  ereiy 
vord  that  the  two  spoke  as  they  sometimes  moved  forwaia> 
sometfjnes  stood  stilL  Light-f ooted  as  she  was,  she  eaafly 
kept  up  with  them  as  they  walked  along  on  the  other  side  of 
the  hedge. 

I  havc  so  miioh  to  thank  you  for/'  wcre  the  first  words 
she  heard  uttered  by  Orion,  that  I  fccl  shy  about  askiiis?  an- 
other  favor  of  you,  and  yet  you  must  grant  this  one.  You 
know  what  a  severe  wonnd  has  been  inllieted  lipon  me  by  the 
childish  handof  little  Maria;  but  the  liarmthat  she  did  Sprung 
from  her  honest,  straightforwaid  disposition  and  her  idola* 
trous  love  for  yourself. " 

"  You  wish  me  to  take  the  child  to  live  with  me,  do  yonP" 
asked  Paula.  "  That  wish  is  granted  as  a  matter  of  oourae^ 
only—" 
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Only?*'  questioned  Orion. 

"  Only  you  must  send  hpr  here;  for  you  know  that  I  am  not 
again. to  cross  the  threshold  of  the  governor's  palace.'* 

"  Alas!  But  the  child  bas  been  right  sick;  and,  I  fear^  can 
bardly  be  remcfveA,  and— it  must  be  said — ^motber  fibanB  her 
in  a  manner  tiiat  is  perpetnallj  hnrtm^  the  poor  child's  feel- 
ings  anew,  and  excitmg  her  Bensibilities,  that  were  in  an  nn- 
natural  state  of  tcnsion  without  that. " 

Ts  it  posaible  that  Aunt  Nephom  can  treat  her  little  dar- 
ling  so?" 

Remoniber/'  sighed  Orion,  what  father  has  been  to  my 
poor  motlier!  Now  she  is  crushed,  as  it  were,  and  whenever 
she  sees  the  child  she  is  reminded  of  her  unhappy  husband's 
la^honr  and  the  mMortmie  that  came  both  to^himandme 
entirely  through  Maria.  The  poor  little  girl  strikes  her  as  the 
evil  geniua  of  the  house." 

Then  certainly  she  mnst  be  removed/^  said  Paula,  with 
emotion.  Send  her  to  ns!  Sweet,  soothing  inflaences  leign 
at  Kufiiiiis. 

*  *  Thank  you  warmly !  I'll  beg  my  mother  most  eamestly — " 

"Do  sol"  interpoBed  Paula.  " Have  you  e?er  seen  Pul- 
cheria, our  worthy  host  's  daiighter?*' 

**  Yes;  a  pecuharly  lovely  person.**, 

"  She  will  Boon  take  Maria  into  her faithful  hßsrt'* 

*^  And  our  poor  pet  needs  a  girl  friend,  sinceneighbor  Snsan- 
nah  has  forbidden  ner  daughter  to  visit  at  our  house.^' 

And  now  the  conTersation  tumed  upon  the  girls,  and  they 
talked  about  them  as  of  dear  children  greatly  to  be  pitied,  and 
when  Orion  remarked  how  prc'or»»'!»»!]^  his  niece  was,  Paula 
observed — and  there  wasa  slight  tone  of  reproach  in  her  voice — 
Catharine,  too,  has  matnrid  during  the  last  days;  out  of 
the  lively  child  has  come  fonh  a  maiden  wbose  hitherto  light 
heart  has  been  burdened  by  sore  experiences  of  late.  '* 

If  I  am  not  greatlj  mistaken,  she  wfll  soon  shake  them 
oS/'  retumed  the  other.  She  is  a  sweet,  merry  little  creat« 
ure;  and  of  all  the  unheard-of  tliiiifrs  that  I  did  on  that  dread- 
f  ul  day  perhaps  the  most  nnheard-of  was  the  wrong  I  did  her. 
There  is  no  cxcnse  to  be  made  for  it,  and  yet  it  was  mercly  to 
gratify  a  favorito  wish  of  my  mother  that  I  couFcnted  to  ask 
lor  Catliarine's  liainl;  but  Ict  us  pass  that  by.  She  to  whom 
love  will  give  courage  to  be  my  partner  must  bo  ablo  to  keep 
pace  with  the  rapid  steps  by  which  I  mean  now  to  advance/^ 

With  her  utmost  effort  Catharine  hiu.1  been  barely  able  to 
hear  these  last  words.  Kow  the  two  espied  upon  Struck  into 
a  roadj  that»  onlj  portiallj  shaded  by  a  f ew  trees  from  tiie  midr 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRB  BBIBE  09  TH19  VThS, 


!ay  sun,  led  direct  to  the  fountain  in  the  middle  of  the  garden« 

and  tliey  withdrew  fnrthcr  aiid  finilicr.  8hc  iio  longer  under- 
stfHHl  what  tlicy  &äid,  and  yet  fiho  had  lieard  eaough  and  could 
guess  tlie  rest. 

The  main  objcct  of  her  comuig  was  answered;  ehe  thought 
that  öhe  certainiy  kuew  now  who  the  other  one  "  was.  And 
how  had  the  couple  talked  about  her!  Kot  as  about  one  be- 
trothed  aod  foisaken^  whoee  eood  right  they  had  trampled 
under-foot^  but  as  of  a  child  wno  is  £own  to  the  door  ^en 
they  begm  to  he  tircd  of  it.  But  she  tlioiight  ehe  could  see 
throuo;h  the  pair,  and  kuew  why  they  talked  ßo  about  her. 

Paula  bn^l  to  gtiard  against  a  uew  engagement  V)etvveen  her- 
self  and  OricTi,  and  he,  through  the  dictates  of  ])rudene«, 
spoke  of  her  as  a  child  whoni  iicvcrLheless  he  had  ouce  bhow- 
ered  t^nderneps  upon  in  order  to  ^jroceet  him^elf  from  the  jeal- 
ousy  of  that  severe  other  one/*  That  hc  did  at  least  love 
her  that  time  when  they  were  ander  the  trees  she  hcld  to  with 
miyielding  tenacity — to  that  conviction  she  must  ding  so  as 
not  to  lose  her  last  stay.  Her  whole  nattiie  was  in  a  tnmnlt 
of  revolt.  Her  hands  trembl(^,  her  mouth  was  as  thoiigh 
parched  in  thenoonday  heat;  she  was  conscious  that  there  were 
dry  leaves  betwoüu  her  feet  and  tlie  soles  of  hw  ^audals,  tliat 
leaves  and  little  twigs  had  bccomo  f astened  in  her  hair — but 
she  paid  no  lieod,  and  as  deuser  Bhnibbery  concealed  tho  Walk- 
ers from  her  view,  tdic  hurhod  back  to  her  wateh-tower. 
Thence  she  could  catch  a  glimpse  of  them  again,  and  now  she 
would  have  given  up  her  dearest  treasure  to  be  that  which  she 
had  always  hated  so  to  be  caUed-— a  hiunnimg-bird  or  some 
other  irrational  being. 

The  hour  of  noon  must  bo  close  at  hand,  quite  closc,  if  not 
plrcady  here;  and  now  she  shook .  out  her  sandals  and  did  not 
notice  1  hat  a  rose  feil  to  the  ground  while  she  rearranged  her 
ringle ts  and  freed  them  of  dry  leaves.  Only  her  hands,  not  her 
eyes,  were  thus  employod  ;  aiid  suddcnly  her  look  brightenod, 
for  the  couple  wliom  slio  was  watcliing  advanced  straight  to- 
ward  the  hedgc,  aud  she  would  soon  be  able  again  to  oveihear 
their  couversation. 


CHAPTER  XXm. 

POOR  LITTLE  CATHABIHrBl 

Obion  and  Paula  had  discussed  many  a  topio  fimoe  his  en* 

trance  into  tho  house  of  Titifinus. 

The  negotiations  ^\■ith  rei^ard  to  tho  disposal  of  the  Darn- 
asoene's  property  had  beeu  tedious.   At  last  her  adTiaers  had 
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agreed  to  liand  over  a  half  of  it  to  the  jeweler  Gainaliel  and  hfs 
brother,  who  reprcsented  agreat  husmess  hoiise  in  Gonstanti- 
nople.    The  latter  happened  accidentally  to  be  in  Memphis, 

aim  tlie  two  had  alrcmly  deflarod  thoir  willingness  to  receive 
the  capital  proHtTed  to  llieiii  and  pay  iiiterest  lipon  it  They 
were  to  irive  tlie  seciirity  in  common,  so  that  each- one  woula 
be  responsible  for  the  wholo  propui  ty  intmsted  to  them,  if  by 
any  chance  one  shoiild  fail  in  Ins  payments.  For  tho  kgai 
fianctioumg  of  this  compact^  and  the  edxteenwitnesses  reqmred, 
Kilus  promised  to  proTide. 

At  the  SQggestion  of  Br.  Philippus  the  other  half  of  her 
f ortune  was  to  be  committed  to  tne  brother  of  the  Arabian 
merchant  Haschim^  ^vho  was  a  partner  in  a  prominent  bank- 

ing  establishment  of  the  riaiüg  city  Fostat  on  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  Nile,  in  which  the  carpet-dealer  also  had  an  inten  f. 
This  armngomcnt  recommendod  it>('lf;  it  was  safe  inoontest- 

ably.  so  long  as  the  Ara))s  hekl  sway  in  Fgypt 

After  tliis  busine^s  was  sottled,  Xilus  look  leave,  c»rrying 
witli  hini  that  half  of  tlio  mouey  wliit  Ii  was  to  be  intrusted  to 
the  Moslem  banker,  the  next  day,  through  Orion. 

Withont  taking  any  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  men, 
Paula  had  been  present  at  them,  and  signified  her  grateful  ap- 
proYal  of  their  coorse.  It  had  not  escaped  her  that  through- 
ont  tiiis  Conference  Orion  had  shown  himself  clear-headed« 
eamest,  and  decided,  and  although  the  irise,  pithy,  and  unpre- 
iending  remarks  of  the  treasurer  had  been  cver  pertinent,  bis 
reasons  and  argumenta  had  plca^cxl  her  best;  for  it  stmck  her 
as  though  they  always  emanated  from  larger«  more  statesman- 


After  the  conclusion  of  this  scssion  ehe  had  been  left  alone 
with  Orion,  and  then  neither  young  man  nor  maiden  were 
spared  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  momenta  of  trembiing  sus- 


Xot  nntil  after  the  son  of  the  Mnkaukas  Ii  ad  jjrown  bolder 


firmness  and  remind  bim  of  Bis  comfortmg  letter.  And  yet 
her  heart  pleaded  so  eloquentl j  for  him  that^  in  order  to  resist 
its  powerfnl  appeals,  she  auiokly  asked  what  he  had  meant  bj 
the  ezchange  oi  vhich  he  had  vritten* 

Then  ho  had  approached  her  with  downcast  eyes,  had  iaken 
from  the  folds  of  bis  robe  a  small  box,  and  out  of  it  taken  the 
emerald  with  its  bent  eelting,  extended  both  to  her  in  humblo 
manncr,  and  exelaimed,  with  all  the  persaadTeneaB  of  whicb 
his  deep^  sonoroos  Toice  was  capable: 


pense. 


and  fallen  at  her  feet  implori 
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"  Behold  yoLir  propcrtyl  Take  it,  and  iü  retum  for  ifc  give 
mevour  confideiice,  yom  forgivenessl'* 

Th&x  had  she  taken  a  step  oackwardj  and  then  fixed  Ihe  fall 
gplendor  of  her  eyes,  first  upon  him,  then  npon  the  predons 
stone,  amazed,  delighted,  and  decjDly  moved.  Meanwmle  the 
young  uuui  had  foond  it  impossible  to  utter  a  Single  vord,  and 
liad  only  held  out  the  jewel  and  its  poor  setting  closer  and 
closcr  to  her,  likc  somc  poor  ■\\-rotcli  wlio  ventnrcs  to  off  er  the 
best  he  has  to  a  proud,  rieh  man  in  a  mauncx  that  says  it  ia 
too  mtan  for  mch  n  roeipient. 

And  Piiuhi  did  not  long  remain  undecided,  biit  had  reached 
out  eagerly  after  her  possession,  dedicating  gratef ul  and  joyful 
glances  to  the  lost  gem. 

Day  before  ^esterday  it  had  appeared  to  her  as  a  thing  sofled 
and  pollated;  it  would  have  gratified  her  pride  to  have  thrown 
it,  as  it  were>  before  the  feet  of  the  Lady  Kephoris  and  her 
son^  never  to  sce  it  again.  So  hard  does  oiie  find  it  to  gire  up 
tho  right  to  hato  thoso  who  have  wickedly  darkened  our  exist- 
ence  and  given  pain  to  our  eouls.  A  short  time  ago  notliing 
would  have  indured  Paula  to  abate  awhit  of  this  right,  and  yet 
now  Bhe  vohnilarily  renounced  it — yo^,  rid  herseif  of  it  as  of  a 
l)urdensonie  Alp  that  obstructed  her  breathing  and  ümt  out 
the  wlad  fresh  air  of  heaven.  Once  again  she  beheld  in  thia 
jewef  a  sweet  memorial  of  her  dead  mother,  the  omament  of 
graoe  which  had  been  bestowed  npon  her  ancestor  as  a  mark 
of  honor  by  a  great  monarch.  But  this  feelmg  had  not  given 
rise  to  the  wann,  sunn y  si  nse  of  blißs  that  now  thrilied  her, 
norcaused  its  quick,  (ieiightful  growth;  for  her  eyes  hardly 
heetlod  tho  boantiful,  fla^lnnjr  stone,  bat  Inmir  as  though  spell- 
bound  upon  the  wretchcd  goid  plate  whidi  hnd  formerlv  m- 
caaed  it,  and  j)rei)are(l  for  her  such  hours  of  nli^er^^  In  ihia 
poor  beut  ihing  lay  t  he  ])nwcr  to  justify  her  before  her  judges 
and  enemies;  with  n  m  hvr  hioid  it  was  an  easy  thing  for  her 
to  conf oimd  her  aecnsers,  &2idyet  it  was  not  this  that  occasioned 
her  such  inexpressible  joy  I  There  came  into  her  mind  the  doo- 
tor's  remark  that  there  was  no  greater  pleasure  than  disoorer' 
ing  a  man  to  be  better  than  one  had  had  reasou  to  believe,  and 
here  was  a  case  in  point.  Tie  whom  she  had  once  loved  now 
stood  before  lier  cquippcd  for  a  wortliy  career,  and  sliowing 
himself  dceply  penitf^nf.  Certaiiily  tho  jn(Ic!:m(Mit  which  j^he 
had  pronouuiA'd  upon  hini  liad  been  a  liuudnd,  nay.  a  thousand 
times  too  severe!  Otily  one  of  a  noble  mind  eoniidently  looks 
for  magnanimity  on  the  part  of  a  foe,  and  he,  he  gave  liimself 
up  unarmed  into  the  hands  of  her  who  held  the  deadly  proof 
of  the  most  fatal,  probably  the  only  di^graoeful,  act  of  fus  lifc* 
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With  ihis  gold  p late  Orion  tbreir  liimBelf  npoB  hsr  mercsy. 
As  possessor  of  this  talisman  ehe  was  the  undoubted  arbiter  of 
l  is  ml».  And  as  ahe  now  looked  np  at  him  and  met  the  gaze 
of  bis  great  eyes,  radiant  witli  lifo  and  spirit,  humid  as  thoy 
Vere  from  intense  excitemcnt,  she  was  nispired  with  a  lofty 
confidcnco  tliat,  dceply  as  this  faTorito  of  fortuiie  had  Finned, 
he  was  ca])able  of  the  highept  and  grcatost  aehievement?  if  a 
fricnd  ^hould  poiiit  ont  to  liim  the  requirements  of  life,  and 
ho  sbonld  submit  to  such  guidance.  Änd  how  ahe  loDgcd  to 
be  that  fi  iendl 

Likc  Orion,  it  was  long  before  she  found  utteranoe.  f*lnally> 
though,  no  longer  able  to  restrun  hunself^  he  had  htirried  iip 
to  her  and  ffratefully  pressed  his  h^  with  fervor  to  her  righc 
band;  and  siic  she  could  onlysufFerit  and  would  not  have  been 
aide  to  repulse  him  had  he,  as  in  her  dream  tliat  (irae,  sudden- 
\y  taken  her  iuto  Iiis  arms  and  drawn  her  to  his  heart.  Fer- 
vently  had  his  burniiig  li])srcmaincd  fastened  to  her  band,  and 
yet  only  for  a  f(^w  brief  necondö  iiad  she  yielded  to  the  migbty 
Impulse  whicli  had  seizcd  her;  then  at  the  dictate  of  the  strong 
p'iipose  to  do  right  wliich  animated  her,  bke  controUed  it,  and 
had  rcpollcd  him  decidcdly  aud  yet  not  without  kindliness. 
With  emotion  and  a  sweet  arcbness  that  had  been  hitberto  for- 
eijgn  to  ber  manner,  and  lascinated  bim  yet  more  than  her  dig- 
nity  and  noble  pridc,  she  threr.tsned  him  with  apliftod  finger: 
Take  heed,  Orion!  I  keep  the  stone  and  its  setting;  yes, 
the  setting  too!  Just  look  out  for  the  consequenoes,  yonin- 
cautious  mau!'* 

*'  Kot  so!  Say,  rather,  '  You  fool,  who  at  last  are  perform- 
ilig  a  ratioaal  act/  he  had  rapturously  rotorted.  Wbat  I 
here  delivcr  to  you  is  no  gift,  but  has  alw  ays  been  your  very 
c^Yn,  To  you  its  value  can  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  bo- 
fore;  and  yet  for  me  it  has  this  new  and  piiceless  wortb,  that 
it  puts  at  yonr  disposal  myself,  my  bonOT>  perhaps  eyen  my 
life,  80  that  3*oa  can  now  dispose  of  me  as  the  emperor  can  df 
the  poorest  slave  in  the  palace.  Keep  and  nse  ine  stone  and 
this  fatal  golden  nothing  until  the  day  comes  when  my  weal 
and  woe  become  identical  with  your  own/* 

For  the  sake  of  the  deceased  she  had  blushingly  rcsj^ondai: 

**  Tliia  woal  Mor  alrcady  ncar  to  my  heart.  if  any  pcrson 
haö  brouglit  dowi^  upon  anotber  his  father*s  curse,  does  it  not 
become  bis  duly  to  aiii  tliat  oiher  in  geiiing  rid  of  his  sore  bür- 
den? And  perhaps  this  lies  in  my  power,  Orion,  if  you  do  not 
scom  to  beed  the  advice  of  an  ignorant  girl/' 

"  Speak!"  he  had  eagirly  besongbt  ber;  and  vet  she  did  not 
inunediately  avail  benv^i  oT  bis  permissLon^  bat  bad  leqnested 
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lum  to  accompany  her  mto  tibie  garden;  for  to  him  as  to  her 
the  snltry  atmospnere  of  the  room  had  become  imbearable,  and 
88  they  liad  left  the  houso  Ihe  pair  had  firsb  come  undcr  the  Ob- 
servation of  the  eavesdro|)])irig  Catharine;  and  it  had  not  es- 
caped  her  that  the  cheeks  of  both  glowed  hotly. 

Ont-of-rloors  a  hai*dly  porccptible  brccze  from  the  Kile  mili- 
gated  the  noonday  heat;  and  here  Pjiuhi  had  foimd  courage  to 
lay  beforehim  wliat  Philippus  called  the  scope  of  his  hie.  Thiü 
was  not  new  to  him,,  hui  correspoiuled  Avith  the  phins  whieh  )iß 
Lad  adopted  l'or  hib  fatiu'e  life.  Graiciuiij  he  accepted  it,  uud 
Life  is  an  office^  a  serrice,  a  dutj  "  became  as  it  vere  a  motto, 
a  watchword^  that  shouM  aadst  lum  in  the  carrylng  out  of  Ija 
lof tv  plans  for  the  fntnie. 

And  this  motto,'*  exdauned  he  to  Paula»  *'  will  he  pecnl- 
iarly  dear  to  me  becanse  it  comes  from  yonr  montli,  but  is  hO 
longor  needful  for  me.  Even  tlic  wisest  and  most  uscf ul  pr<;- 
cepts  havc  never  nuide  any  man  bettei'.  WJio  doesnot  talie 
tliem  with  lum  into  the  world  from  sehool?  W  orda  do  no  good 
whalever  if  a  manly  will  does  not  gtdde  the  heim  in  the  jonr- 
ney  througli  life.  I  have  summoned  it  tu  my  aid,  and  it  will 
guide  me  to  the  goal,  for  a  biight  load-star  hovers  before  tjie 
pilot's  eyes — " 

It  is  what  yon  term  yonrloye»'^  interposed  she^  blnshing 
anew.    "  Yonr  love  to  me,  and  I  will  beheve  in  it.** 

You  wilir'  ciied  he,  pas&ionately.  You  pennit  me, 
then,  to  hope — " 

Ilope,  hoper^  said  &he,  agam  interrupting  him,  mean- 
whüe— ' 

**  Meanwhile/'  continued  he,  ^'preBS  me  not  now/*  would 
foUow  iiext.  Oh,  I  uiiderstand  you,  and  before  I  feel  that 
you  have  aijaiii  rcason  to  look  favorably  upon  the  madman 
who  lost  you  throngh  his  own  fault,  he  who  oncefonght  a^ainst 
you  as  a  deadly  foe,  will  not  himself  utter  the  final  word,  but 
will  condemn  his  longin^  to  silence,  will  try — " 

Will  you  try  to  show  me — to  show  me/*  cried  Paula, 
"  that  instead  of  an  encmy  and  persecutor  I  have  won  in  you 
the  dearest  of  frieiids?  "We  know  now  how  we  stand  with  or.  e 
another,  will  depend  ürmly  and  cheerfuUy  upon  oiie  another, 
and  thank  the  iMo.st  liigh  for  having  opeued  up  to  us  a  new 
and  fairer  hfel    Tliis  day  let  ns  both  render  unto  Him — " 

**  Praises  and  the  gloi'y  due  unto  Iiis  name,'*  cliimcd  in 
Orion  ioyfidly:  and  now  began  that  conversation  about  httle 
Maria  which  Catharine  had  orerheard. 

When  the;^  had  again  gotfcen  out  of  ear-shot  Orion  dedared 
thai;  theaffairof  the  chüd  mustbe  postponed  imtil  the  nezt 
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mornmg»  becanse  to-day  he  bad  to  go  on  ihe  oüier  aide  of  the 
iiTer  to  treafc  with  General  Amr. 

He  decidedly  objected  to  herdread  lest  heshould  bewon  over 
to  their  faitli  by  the  Moslems;  for  liowever  mucli  he  might 
desire  to  let  tlie  patriarcli  pcrceive  that  he  was  not  disposedto 
submit  patiently  to  tho  in.-ult  put  upon  Iiis  Tai  her,  he^  nevertho- 
less,  was  too  firrnly  attached  to  his  own  faith  and  know  too  well 
what  he  owed  to  the  niemory  of  tliö  deceased  and  to  her,  too,  to 
proceed  to  this  extrcmit  v. 

Thea  he  piclurcd  to  her  with  \uimiLh  liuw,  iu  Xulure,  he 
meant  to  devote  liifi  best  energies  to  his  poor  enslayed  native 
Imä,  be  it  in  the  service  of  the  caliph  or  in  fiome  other  waj; 
andy  canied  away  by  his  beantiful  enthusiasm,  8he  entered 
gladly  into  his  plans,  and  agaiu  realized  with  quiet  delight  the 
fiuperiority  of  his  mind  and  the  loltiness  of  his  aspirations. 

Whcn,  after  this  their  conversation  tumcd  upon  tlie  past, 
fIio  softlyasked  liim  dirccfl}-,  rnid  yct  with  downcast  eyes,  what 
had  bccome  of  the  emerald  out  of  iho  Persian  tapestrv, 

Thcn  he  turned  pale,  looked  down,  and  replied  wiili  hesita- 
tion  that  he  had  sent  it  to  Constantinoplo  in  order  to  have  it 
set  in  a  manner  worthy  of  her  whom  he — 

Here  he  snddenly  broke  off,  etamped  bis  f oot  fiercely  upon 
ihe  gronnd,  and  cried,  iirhile  he  looked  ihe  maiden  straight  in 
the  eye: 

"  A  lie,  a  ciir-cd,  unworthy  liel  I  have  been  truthful  all 
my  life,  and  3' et  if  that  moöt  infamous  of  all  days  is  but  allud- 
cd  to  cvil  crops  ont  in  mc.  Yof,  Panla,  yes,  that  gern  is  on  its 
way  to  Byzantium,  but  tlie  stoku  jewel  was  not  meant  for  you, 
but  for  a  beautiful,  gciitlo  wonian — certainly  not  to  blamu  in 
this  caso — who  had  L'iveii  mc  licr  lit^art.  She  was  neyor  niore 
to  me  ihaii  a  eharmiug  toy,  and  yat  thero  have  been  hours 
when  I  beUeved —  Poor  oreatnrel  Through  you  for  the  flrst 
time  have  I  leamed  to  know  vhat  true  loTe  is^  how  grand,  how 
sacred!  There— you  have  the  truth!" 

Again  they  moved  forward,  and  Catharine,  who  had  not 
been  able  to  comprehend  the  whole  meaning  of  what  was  said, 
now  distinctly  lienrd  Paula's  warm  and  joyful  respoiipp. 

"Yes,  this  is  the  tnuh:  I  feel  it:  nn'l  hcnceforrh  that  most 
abominabie  of.  days  is  whoily  ol)literatt'd,  blottod  out  from  your 
and  my  lifo;  and  whatover  you  may  say  to  m©  in  future  I  shaU 
believe.  '* 

The  eavesdropper  heard,  moreover,  how  the  young  man  re- 
^nded  with  qniyering  voice: 

"  Aad  you  shali  not  be  deccived  in  me!  I  am  going  now, 
tun  going  m  the  midst  of  all  my  misery,  glad,  jnstified  in  the 
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anticipation  of  renewed  happiness.  Oh,  maidcii,  I  have  yoii  to 
thank  for  it  all !  And  when  we  meet  again  will  von  not  be  to 
me  the  same  aä  ou  that  boat  excursiou  just  af  ter  mv  retum 

**  Yes,  and  wilk  yet  more  clieerful  confidencej"  aubwered 
Päula,  glviug  bim  her  band  with  a  moTement  most  graceful 
because  it  proceeded  from  the  natural  promptings  of  her  heart. 

For  one  second  he  pressed  it  firmly  to  nis  Ups,  and  then  swung 
himseli  upon  his  liorse  to  leave  the  garden  on  aswift  troL  His 

servant  followed  him. 

Ciitliarinc,  child,  Catliarinel'^  soinided  from  tho  widow 
Susannaii'B  liou^e  in  the  screeching  tones  of  an  old  womaii's 
voice.  Thon  tiic  listener  started  up;  and  while  she  again 
smoothed  her  hair  and  cast  an  evil  glance  at  the  Damascene, 
that  **  other  one/'  the  hypochte  who  had  shamefidiy  deceived 
her  that  night  under  the  syeamoro-tree,  she  dinched  her  little 
fist  as,  at  the  dose  of  her  spying,  she  saw  her  rival  foUow  üie^ 
vanishing  Orion  vith  sparkhng  eyes. 

Perfe^y  hlissf  ul,  and  a«  though  upon  irings^  Paula  retraced 
her  Steps  to  the  house,  whiio  tlio  poor,  deeplj  mortified  httle 
girl  hurst  into  a  passionate  flood  of  tears  at  her  mother's  first 
Word  of  reprimand,  and  then  irritably  and  defiantly  doolarod 
that  she  was  not  going  to  present  any  bouqiiet  to  the  patriarch, 
but  wonld  stay  in  her  room,  for  she  had  a  dreadful  headache* 
And  so  she  did. 


CHAPTEB  XXrV. 

OBIOK  TISIT8  THB  MOSLEM  OBNERAI.. 

Jjsr  the  aftemoon  Orion  followed  the  callof  the  Arabian  ruler 
over  Egypt.  Seated  upon  his  noblest  steed  he  rode  over  the 
bridge  of  boats.  Two  years  ago  there  had  been  nothing  but 
fieldn  and  gardons  ^vhoro  now  tho  new  Moslem  capital  was  an- 
nt'xed  to  old  Fort  Babylon ;  and  yet,  as  though  throiigh  a  mira- 
cle,  it  had  sprung  out  of  the  ground  at  tho  woixi  of  Amr,  and 
now  alrc'udy  hou^^os  had  arranged  tlicnisch  rs  into  streots  and 
Squares,  the  harbor  \\'as  füll  of  sliips  aud  boats,  bustling  liftf 
reiened  in  the  mart,  and,  upon  the  spot  where  a  sutler's  stall 
had  been  erected  during  the  siege  of  ¥OTt  Babylon,  long  double 
T0W8  ol  columnsencircled  the  spacious  oratory  of  a  new  mosque, 

There  was  little  to  he  seen  of  Egypt  and  Egyptian  life.  It 
was  as  if  a  demon  had  transplanted  a  oit  of  Mediua  in  Arabia 
to  tho  Nile;  mon,  beasts,  houses,  and  bazaars  bore  the  native 
stanip,  although  many  a  thing  about  them  iudicated  wbat  their 
buiiders  had  seen  iu  those  lands  of  aucdent  Aßiatic  cuiture  which 
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they  had  conquered,  and  wherever  Orion  liad  seen  a  fello^N 
coimtryman  iie  was  ei  l  iier  a  laborcr  or  clerk  iu  the  employ  of 
the  foreigners  who  had  so  speedily  made  themselves  at  home 
here. 

Before  his  Tiait  to  Constantmople  a  palm  grove  of  bis  &ther'B 
had  occnpied  the  eite  of  the  present  lestdence  of  Amr^  whidi 

ßtood  opposite  the  half  'w  ished  mosque,  where  now  thousands 
of  turhaned  Moslems^  in  their  national  garb,  whichhad  become 
refined  tliron2;h  their  rapid  acqnisition  of  fpoils  and  inf imate 
assoriation  with  splendor-loving  ])Ooplc,  nioved  to  and  fro, 
some  ou  foot,  some  on  richly  caparisoued  horses,  and  long  lines 
of  camels  bore  hewn  ^^lonos  to  the  place  of  bnilding,  he  hai 
formcrly  been  accustomed  to  meet,  only  now  and  tlien,  an  oa- 
cart  with  creaküig  whcels,  a  rider  on  an  ass,  or  the  unsaddlcd 
back  of  a  sorry  nag^  and  occasionally  too  hanghty  Greek  8ol- 
diers.  Instead  of  the  hinguage  of  nis  forefathers  and  the 
quondam  Greek  rulers  he  hc^  everywhere  aioand  bim  now 
tne  aharper  and  morc  emphatic-sounding  speech  of  the  sons  of 
the  dcscrt.  "Withont  the  porvant  who  stnck  to  Iiis  side  ho 
wmil  1  not  havc  been  able  to  make  himself  understood  in  the 
land  of  hiis  birth. 

The  house  of  Amr  was  soon  reached,  and  here  an  Egyptian 
scribo  informed  him  that  his  master  had  gone  hunting,  and 
would  not  receive  him  in  his  town  house,  but  at  Lichterburg. 

Amr  had  transported  Ms  myts,  chüdren^  and  &Torite  horses 
to  tiiis  beantifnl  onilding,  erected  on  a  vell-chosen  site  among 
the  limestone  hüls  that  arose  behind  Fort  Babylon  and  the 
newly  sprung-np  dty.  This  palace  had  been  oiiginally  destined 
for  the  emperor's  prefect,  and  Amr  preferred  a  sojoum  here 
with  good  roason  to  that  in  his  city  resi*lenne  which  lay  in  the 
business  (juarter  of  the  town,  for  tho  now  mosoue  there  inter- 
cepted  bis  view  of  the  Kile,  and  here  tsom  Lichterburg  the 
prospect  was  very  extensive. 

The  ßum  was  about  to  set  when  Orion  reached  his  goal;  but 
the  general  had  not  yet  retamed  from  the  chaae^  and  the  aoor> 
keeper  desired  him  to  imt 

The  blood  monnted  into  tho  young  man's  cheeks,  aocnfv 
tomed  as  he  was  to  he  treated  with  tho  greatest  deferencc  ig 
the  son  of  the  first  man  in  the  kingdom,  and  it  galled  k.s 
Eg}^tian  hcart  to  have  to  curb  Iiis  -prmc  and  mnzzle  his  wr{ith. 
in  presenco  of  tho  Arabian.  He  now  belonged  to  a  subjcct 
people,  aiid  there  came  to  bim  qnickly  and  powerfully  the 
thought  that  oiie  word  froiu  Iiis  nioutli  would  snffico  to  restoro 
him  to  a  place  among  the  governing  party^  and  yet  he  sup- 
pressed  it  with  all  his  niight^  and  sQently  allowed  hunaelf  to  m 
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iSondncted  to  a  terrace  which  uras  protected  f rom  Ühe  power  ol 
Üüb  saa  by  a  long  arbor  f estooned  witb  grape  Tines* 

He  seated  hiniself  iipon  onc  of  tlic  marblo  benches,  standing 
near  the  parapet  of  this  great  hanging  eazden^  and  gazed  upoQ 
the  sceiie  beforo  him.  \Vhat  he  saw  tnere  was  familiär  to  bis 
eyes,  for  it  bad  been  the  t]i(?atcr  of  bis  diildhoml  and  early 
youfh.  This  picture  bad  beeuspread  out  before  bim  huiidreda 
of  times,  aud  yet  the  impression  mude  upon  bim  iiow  mis 
different  from  wbat  it  bad  tjver  been  before.  Was  therc,  lio 
asked  bimself,  a  riuber,  more  fruitful  land  tban  bis  o\vii?  The 
Nile — had  not  the  Greek  poetsalieady  celebrated  it  as  the  moat 
yenerable  of  all  streams?  Had  it  not  seemed  so  foscinatnig  1 9 
tbe  gr^t  Cffifiar  that  to  disooTer  its  source — tp  use  bis  owu 
exjjiession — he  wotQd  hare  resigned  bis  aorereignty  of  the 
World? 

For  bundreds  of  years  the  wcal  and  woe  of  the  miirbtiest  era- 
])ires  of  earth  had  dependcd  nj)()]i  the  prodnec  of  these  broiid 
acres — yes,  imperial  Rome  and  niiglit  y  ConslauLijiüpie  bad  trem- 
bled  for  fear  of  ap])r(jadiiiiir  faiiiinü  if  a  f'aüiire  in  tbo  barvebt 
bere  destroyed  the  hupe  ui  Liic  husbaiidman. 

Was  there  a  more  diligent  a^cnltnral  pcople  than  bis  own; 
bad  there  been  before  it  one  wieer  or  more  skilled  in  art?  Bid 
he  review  the  fate  and  deeds  of  nations,  there  where  the  path 
of  higtory  was  hardly  yet  discernible,  as  the  first  earUest  monu* 
ments  to  human  ingenuity  and  delight  in  art  lay  the  same 
giant  spbinx,  stood  the  same  pyramids  \\lii<  h,  challenging  rev- 
erence,  reared  theraselves  in  tmapi^roacliable,  midiminisbed 
grandeur  beyond  the  Nile  and  bis  riiinous  natire  city  Mem- 
bis,  at  the  foot  of  the  Libyan  niountain  ränge.  He  was  a 
escendant  oi*  thoso  who  had  constructed  these  imperisbable 
works^  perbaps  tbere  still  flowed  in  bis  veins  a  drop  of  the 
blood  of  thoee  Fharaohs  who  had  songht  eternal  repose  in 
yon  gigantic  mausoleums,  whose  greater  poßterity,  witn  their 
annies^  had  subjected  half  the  world  and  reduced  it  to  obedience 
and  paying  tribate.  He  wbo  bad  often  feit  flattcred  when 
complimenu  d  npon  bis  pure  Greek — not  the  corrupt  language 
of  the  present  day — and  praised  for  hi?*  captivating  Hellenif? 
manners  at  this  place  and  moment  feit  jnoud  of  lüs  E<,^y})tiaii 
origin.  Drawuig  a  dcep  breath  be  looki'd  westward,  aud  thö 
departing  sun  seemed  to  liim  desirous  of  illustrating  gorgeou^Iy 
tbe  rieb  worth  of  his  native  land,  while  with  the  wo?idrous 
magic  of  its  li^ht  it  transmated  into  pure  gold  fields^  river  and 
paJm  groye,  aty  roof 8^  yea,  even  the  bare  monntainB  of  the 
deaert^  and  the  pyramids.  Xow  it  went  to  rest  bdiind  the  topo 
ef  the  Libyan  motmtains.   The  bare  white  chalk  cliSB  glim- 
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mered  like  ice  crystals,  and  it  looked  as  if  the  glowing  orb  of 
day  had  dissolved  in  the  heart  of  the  monntains,  hehind  tho 
comb  of  which  it  vanished  as  thou'di  with  milüons  of  gold 
threads  its  upword  darting  rays  were  linking  it  ip  heayen^  the 
abode  of  Deitj  that  had  blessed  it  above  all  other  lands. 

To  free  tbiB  glorious  spot  of  earth  aud  his  om  people  from 
the  yoke  of  oppression,  to  restore  toit  the  glory  and  power  that 
it  once  possessed,  to  pluck  the  crescent  from  tents  aiul  dwcll- 
ings,  and  to  elevate  in  its  stcad  tho  cross  ^vliidi  he  had  deemed 
sacred  from  cliildhood  up  at  the  head  of  enthusia.siic  Egyptian 
troops,  to  break  the  haiighty  power  of  the  Moslenip^  and  with 
his  foliowcrs  bring  the  East  mto  subjection  as  had  done  tliat 
Sesostriö  of  whoni  history  and  legend  told — that  "was  a  task 
worthy  of  the  graudson  of  Menas^  me  son  of  the  great  and  just 
Mnkaakas  George. 

I^iila  would  not  haye  objected  to  snch  a  begiiumig,  yet  his 
deeply  exeitod  power  of  Imagination  ehowed  her  to  nim  aa  a 
second  Zenobia  oy  his  side^  retäy  to  lend  him  aid  in  every  great 
imdertakin^,  and  bdrn  to  rule! 

WhoUy  absorbed  m  thcsc  visions  of  the  fiitnre,  he  had  long 
ßince  ceased  to  coiiteniplato  the  magnifiixiut  bunset,  and  fixed 
his  eyes  iipoii  the  ground.  Snddonly  his  soaring  dreams  were 
interrupted  by  the  vsound  of  himian  voices  on  the  street  just 
beneath  the  terrace.  He  looked  down  and  saw  at  his  feet  some 
twenty  Egj^jtian  workmen;  eyidently  these  people  were  txe, 
dishonored  by  no  marks  of  alavery^  men  who  moyed  along  tm- 
willingly,  and  yet  with  duU  obedience,  not  thinking  of  leaist- 
ance  or  escape,  althongh  held  in  check  by  a  single  Arab. 

Like  a  hard  shower  of  rain  lipon  smoldering  fire,  like  a  haü- 
storm  npon  a  field  of  grcon  wheat,  feil  this  .spectacle  npon  his 
powerfidly  wrought-up  sonl.  His  eye  tliat  had  jiist  glowed 
with  entlmsiasm,  itsiliusion  dispelled,  looked  down  contemptu- 
ously  upon  the  wretches  "s\  ho  ^\  ero  of  the  same  race  as  himself. 
His  lip  curled  in  bitter  mockery,  f or  ho  did  not  deem  this  troop 
of  voluntary  slaves  as  worthy  of  his  anger,  and  so  much  the 
less  as  he  realized  more  yiyidly  what  bis  nation  had  been  and 
what  it  was  now.  He  did  not  exactly  remember,  and  yet 
whüe  itwas  getting  dark  ono  seono  after  the  other  from  bis 
omi  expcrienco  passed  before  his  inner  eye,  in  which  the 
EgyjDtians  had  behaved  shamefully,  and  provcd  thcmselves  nn- 
worthy  of  freedom,  and  accnstomcd  to  tho  yoke  of  slaveiy. 
Formerly  three  Grecks  had  sidiieed  as  now  onc  Arah,  to  hold 
in  sul  ijeetion  a  whole  crowd  ot:  his  couiitr}men.  On  his  father's 
estate.s  and  at  his  coiirt  hnd  met  with  innumerable  in- 
fclaiiccü  vi  aai  aimoii  joylul  bcrviliLy  un  tho  part  of  Eg^'ptiap 
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peasants,  village  mneistrates  and  officers,  althongh  theyliad  all 
Decn  born  free.  Auel  in  Alexaiidna  aiid  Mcmpliis,  too,  liad 
not  his  fellow-coimtrymeii  willingly  bome  the  yoke  of  the 
forei^er  and  sabmitted  eyeiywhere  as  thonsh  they  were  of 
infenor  class  and  ori^ln,  to  be  cast  into  fhe  sbade  and  hmnbled 
by  the  Greeks,  provideä  only  that  they  were  not  iiitcrfered 
with  as  regards  tne  tenets  and  hair-^plltting  subtüities  of  their 
roligions  crceds?  In  tliis  case  ho  liad  seeu  them  roiise  np  and 
ßpili  their  blood,  but  even  then  with  great  blustering  and 
boastful  demoustration  of  zeal.  The  nrst  defeat  had  been 
fatal  to  tlicm,  and  to  jircpai  e  sudi  a  one  for  them  thero  had 
been  necdf  ul  only  a  sinall  nuniber  of  detenmned  opponeiits. 

To  undertake  for  this  people  to  do  any  great  thing  with  them, 
and  at  their  head^  in  Opposition  to  a  strong  and  bold  conqneror, 
would  have  been  madness;  nothing  was  lef  t  him  but,  in  the 
Service  of  the  enemy>  and  associated  mth  him^  to  goyem  his 
people,  and  use  his  best  exirtions  to  render  their  fate  more 
tolerable.  Thus  his  father's  wiser  and  more  cxperienced  mind 
had  dcemed  it  more  advisable  to  serve  Iiis  countrj'men  as  a 
mediator  betAvccn  thom  and  the  Arabs,  than  to  offer  vain  re- 
eißtance  to  the  Moölems  at  the  head  of  the  imperialists. 

**  Miserable,  degenerate  brood!"  he  murmmx'd,  indignantly 
to  hiniself,  aud  begau  to  dubate  in  his  own  mind  whether  he 
8hould  leave  the  garden  and  shoir  the  supercilions  Arab  that 
at  least  tiiiere  was  one  Egyptian  who  had  the  oourage  to  find 
bis  negligenco  unbearable,  or  whether,  for  the  sake  of  his  good 
cause,  he  shonld  remain,  choke  dowTi  his  resentmcnt,  and  abide 
the  issne.  No,  such  trcatment  he,  the  son  of  the  Mukaukas, 
ßhould  not,  darcd  not^  siibmit  to!  Rather  depart  this  life  as  a 
rebel,  or  wandor  fortli  into  the  wide  worid  seekiug  a  great  ticld 
for  achievement,  far  from  native  shores,  than  with  Üie  foot  of 
this  foreigner  npon  his  free  neck — 

In  the  midst  of  these  reflections  he  was  interrupted  by  ap- 
proaching  footsteps,  and  as  he  looked  around  eaw  lantems 
blinking  directly  npon  his  restmg-place. 

These  must  be  envoys  of  Amr,  who  were  to  escort  him  to 
their  lord,  who,  then  he  expc(  tcd,  would  condescend,  tired  as 
he  was  from  the  chase,  to  receive  him  reclining  npon  his  couch, 
and  imperiously  ask  him  what  he  wanted,  as  he  would  have 
done  to  a  f  reedman. 

But  the  persons  approaching  were  no  mere  envoys,  no,  ihe 
great  gciu  ral  himself  oame  to  look  him  up;  the  lami^-bearers 
were  not  to  ilhimiue  his  paUi  to  him,  bntthatof  Amr  to  "  the 
dear  sou  of  hiö  deceased  fi'iend/'  Just  now  the  proud  repre- 
aentative  of  the  oaliph  was  the  most  gracious  of  hbste»  biddiii 
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bj  the  Claims  of  hospitality  to  make  stay  imder  Iiis  root  pleas" 
ant  to  ihe  man  to  whom  he  was  uov  extending  the  hand  of 
welcome. 

In  intelligible  Greek,  that  he  had  learned  in  yonth  when 
leader  of  a  caravan  to  Alexandria,  ho  npologizcd  for  his  long 
absence,  expressed  his  regret  that  Orion  had  beeii  kept  waiting 
so  long,  found  fault  with  nis  «M  vants  for  not  haviuiJ:  eonducted 
him  into  thehoiiPe,  and  for  haYhigdelayod  to  otfer  Inm  refresh- 
muuts.  On  their  way  thruugh  the  gardeu  he  laid  hiü  arm  on 
the  young  man's  Shoulder,  told  him  that  the  lion  which  he  lud 
himted  had  escaped,  although  his  arrow  had  hit  him^  and  thtm 
added  brightly^  that  he  hoped  to  be  indemnified  for  the  lo« 
yet  by  brmging  down  this  same  eyening  nobler  game  thui 
that  beast  oi  prey. 

Nothing  was  lef t  for  the  young  man  to  do  but  to  respond  to 
such  distiiignished  conrtesy  with  conrtosy,  and  this  was  made 
easy  to  him,  for  the  gencrars  pleasant  voice,  expressive  of  tho 
most  unallected  cordialitv,  as  well  as  the  unstmliod  graoe  of 
his  deportment,  flattered  him,  ins])irpd  him  witli  eonfidence, 
and  attracted  him  toward  Lhe  oldcr  mim,  who  was  at  the  samo 
thne  a  famons  hera 

In  a  brightly  li^hted  apartment,  hang  with  costly  Persian 
tapestrr,  £nax  invited  his  gaest  to  take  part  in  Ms  simple 
hunter  s  meal,  and  to  put  np  with  the  Arabian  manner  of 
serring  it.  Thas^  Ohon  took  Iiis  place  on  one  sido  of  the 
divan,  while  on  the  other  squattcd  rather  than  sat,  after  tho 
fashion  of  their  pcopk-,  the  general  and  his  or  deputy, 

Obada,  a  Moorish  Cioliatli  with  black  face. 

As  Amr  explaiiu'd  to  Ins  guest,  tho  dusky  giant  nndi  lolood 
no  Greek,  lienee  only  occasioually  oilered  a  brief  remark,  uliich 
the  general  translated  for  Orion,  whcn  he  feit  so  disposed, 
and  we  latter  was  as  little  pleased  with  what  the  hiack  said  as 
with  his  whole  mamier  and  appearance. 

Obada,  who  had  been  a  slave  in  his  chiIdhood>  and  worked 
his  way  up  to  his  present  high  position  by  his  own  exertionSy 
seemed  wholly  en^rossed  with  Iiis  food,  whieh  he  swallowed 
rudely  and  grcedily,  and  yet  his  remarks  showed  that  he  was 
well  able  to  kcep  pace  with  the  conversation  in  spite  of  his 
ignorauce  of  Greek.  When  he  looked  up  froni  the  disheu, 
which  were  phieed  on  low  tabies  in  front  of  those  taking  snp- 
pcr,  hü  would  roll  up  his  big  eyes  until  nothing  but  their  wliitea 
were  visible;  bat  if  ne  fixcd  them  upon  Orion  their  little  black 
pnpils  shone  with  piercing  and,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  sinister 
glare. 

The  presence  of  this  maa,  that  seemed  insnlting  to  the  noblf 
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yonth  from  his  low  "birth,  despito  tlie  remarkable  valor  and 
great  intelligence  that  he  had  heard  attribiitcd  to  him,  and 
altliongh  he  did  not  understand  what  ObiKla  j^aid,  there  was 
&)methiug  in  the  tone  of  his  discoiirse  that  drovc  Uk^  hlood  to 
Iiis  cheeks,  and  caiised  him  more  than  once  to  gna^h  his  tt  eth. 

The  more  agreeable  and  captivating  wäre  the  effect  npon  tho 
young  man  of  the  generalis  conversation  and  manners^  the 
more  irritating  and  repnisiye  seemed  to  hun  his  8nbordmate« 
and  he  was  conscious  that  he  would  have  answered  many  ques- 
tions  more  fully  and  candidly  if  he  had  been  alone  with  Amr. 
In  tlie  begmnmg  the  general  would  have  Orion  toll  of  his 
ßojouni  in  Oonstantinople,  as  well  as  aboiit  \m  fallier,  and 
seemed,  too,  to  take  great  plcasure  in  what  he  litaixl,  iintil 
Obada  iuterriiptt  d  the  yonth  in  the  middle  of  Iiis  discourse  by 
addresöing  a  question  to  his  superior.  Tlie  latter  promptiy 
rephed  in  Arabic,  and  soon  afterward  gave  the  conversation  a 
xiewtom. 

His  deputy  had  wished  to  know  wby  be  let  the  milk-sop 
ohatter  away  so  lon^  before  the  main  thing  bad  been  settleä 
for  the  sake  of  whiÄ  he  had  been  snmmoned.  And  the  gen- 
eral had  made  ans  wer  that  he  best  understands  the  art  of  en- 

tcrtnnr'ng  ^yho  offors  hip  guest  the  riebest  opportun ity.of  let- 
thifr  him  hear  himself  taik;  as  for  tlic  rest,  the  young  iiinn  was 
well  informed,  and  what  he  told  entertaiidiig  and  of  niomeiit. 

While  Ihö  Moslems  abstained  from  driuk  entirely,  Orion  was 
served  w  dehcious  wine,  of  which,  however,  he  partook  very 
sparindy^  and  when  finally  Amr  came  to  talk  of  his  father  s 
entombment,  renünded  hun  of  the  patnardi's  hostility,  and 
added  that  in  the  moming  of  this  same  day  he  had  had  an  in- 
torview  with  him,  and  expressed  Iiis  snrprise  at  the  direct  Oppo- 
sition in  which  he  stood  to  his  deceased  fcllow  Christian,  who 
had  formcrly  been  his  friend,  Orion  took  up  tho  subject  and 
cieariy  explanied  to  the  general  what  reasons  iidluenced  the 
Patriarch  to  disjjlay  such  marked  and  cons|)icuous  enmity  to 
bis  doad  latlicr.  Benjamin  had  it  at  heart  now  to  free  himself 
before  the  eyes  of  the  rest  of  Christendom  from  the  reproach 
of  baving  delirered  into  the  bands  of  those  >irhom  Christians 
style  lädels  "  a  land  professing  the  religion  of  our  Savioiirj 
and  to  further  this  end  ms  efiforts  were  now  directed  to  repre- 
sonting  his  father  ae  the  one  alone  responsible  for  baying  de' 
livered  up  his  country  to  the  MosleniR- 


diiis:  assent  to  what  the  young  man  said,  and  when  the  latter 
weni  on  to  int'orm  him  that  the  open  brejich  betweeu  his  father 
and  Benjamin  had  come  upon  od^casiou  of  thepatriarch  wishing 
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to  distnrb  the  nnns  of  St.  Cedlia's  Oonyent  in  thelr  posm 
Bions,  hy  pntting  a  Mse  Interpretation  upoa  an  old  documenty 
that  established  tlioir  claim  incontestably,  the  general  ei* 
changed  a  quick  glance  with  bis  suboidinate,  and  then  inter« 

rupted  Orion: 

B'it  how  about  yourself ?  Are  you  Willing  to  submit 
patiently  to  the  hlow  leveled  against  you  and  your  father'8 
memory  hy  this  ovil-ininded  old  nuin?'* 

Not  at  all/"  aiiswered  the  yoinig  man,  pi-oudl}'. 

''That  is  right,^^  exclaimed  the  general.    **I  expected  as 
mucli  from  you^  bat  acquaint  me  vith  tbe  weapons  whereby 
you^  the  Chnstian^  think  to  cope  with  that  craf ty  and  power- 
f  Ol  man,  into  whose  hands  you  nave  placed  nnconditionally — 
know  it— the  weal  and  woe  not  only  of  your  souls — " 

**I  do  not  know  yet  myself/'  rephcd  Orion,  looking  down 
when  ho  met  the  mocking  glance  of  tlie  hlaeh. 

Now  Amr  aroso  froin  Iiis  pr:it,  came  closer  to  him,  and  saidi 
**And  you  will  seek  in  vain  ior  them,  young  friend!  And 
eyen  if  you  found  thcm  you  coiild  not  use  them.  It  is  oasier 
to  strike  at  a  holpless  woman,  an  ecl,  a  Aying  bird,  thau  at 
iheso  soft,  sleek,  unarmed,  long-coated  gentr}^,  who  carry  lovo 
and  peace  in  their  mouths,  making  use  of  their  def  enseleesness 
and  bodily  weakneas  as  a  ebield,  and  Btrike  with  invisible 
poisoned  arrows  those  whom  tbcy  hate;  and  you  are  in  the 
nrst  rank  of  tbat  class,  I  can  teil  you,  son  of  Mukaukas;  I 
know  this,  and  counsel  you  to  take  heed.  On  the  contrary,  if 
YOU  actually  have  it  at  hcart  to  avengc  your  fa^her^s  memory 
in  a  manly  manner,  you  can  quickly  attain  your  object,  only, 
bowever,  on  one  condition. 

**  Show  mc  how!"  cried  Orion,  and  bis  eye  flashed  fiercely. 

"  Briefly  then:  Join  us!" 

"  For  that  have  I  come.    Henoeforth  my  mmd  and  my  arm 
sball  belong  to  the  mlers  of  my  country,  io  you,  our  common 
*  master,  tbe  calipk'' 

Ja  Salam!  Bravo!  That  is  right!"  cried  Amr,  laying 
bis  band  on  Orion's  Shoulder.      Thero  is  no  God  save  God, 

and  your  God  is  our  Cod;  for  besides  Him  there  is  no  second 
one.  You  will  have  little  to  give  up  as  a  beheving  Moslem; 
for  we  reckon  your  liord  Jesus  Christ  as  among  the  prophets, 
the  latest  and  greatest  ul  whom  is  Mohammed,  the  true  prophet 
of  God — that  von  and  everybody  must  admit  who  does  not 
willfuUy  bhut  his  eycs  agaiu.st  the  eveuts  that.  have  happened 
under  bis  goidance  and  in  bis  name.  Yocr  own  fatber  ad« 
mitted— " 

"Myfaiherr  -  , 
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He  hed  to  admit  that  we  were  more  zealons,  eamesi  and 
deeply  gronnded  in  onr  Mth  than  jon  and  lÜB  fellow-be- 

üevers. " 

''Iknow  it." 

*'  And  whcn  I  told  him  that  I  had  ordorcd  the  pnlpit  for  tlie 
readcr  of  flio  Koran  iii  oiir  new  mosquc  to  be  set  aside^  bc- 
causü  HO  soou  as  he  mounted  it  ho  was  lilLed  above  the  other 
worahipers,  feeblo  as  ho  he  testified  his  approval  and 

pleasure  by  a  luud  exclamatiou.  \Ve  Moslems — that  was  tho 
mcauiug  of  my  order — ^want  to  be  all  eqtial  before  the  etemal^ 
aU-mercif  al,  and  almi^hty  God;  the  leader  iii  prayer  mnst  not 
be  exalted  by  a  head  above  fhe  rest,  Bsadi  the  prophet's  teach- 
mgs  point  out  to  every  one  the  way  to  the  joys  of  Paradise. 
To  find  it  we  need  tio  mortal  guid&  Our  faith,  onr  pnrposo 
to  do  right,  oiir  deeds,  no  keys  in  a  priest's  hand  opcn  or  shut 
to  IIS  the  gatcs  of  heaven.  As  one  of  ns  no  Benjamin  can  im- 
bitter lor  you  the  joys  of  h'fe — no  patriarch  ean  diniinisli  the 
right  of  yonr  father  and  yoursclf  to  et( mal  bhss.  You  have 
well  chosen,  young  manl  Your  liajid,  my  new  brother  in 
faithl" 

So  eaying,  he  joyf  ully  offered  Orion  bis  right  hand,  and  yet 
the  latter  cud  not  dasp  it,  bat  stepped  back  and  said  vith  em- 
barrassment: 

**Do  not  misnnderstand  me,  great  general.  Here  is  my 
hand,  and  I  know  no  higher  honor  than  to  place  it  in  3^ours; 
with  it,  too,  to  wield  the  sword  at  your  commjind,  to  dedicate 
it  lully  to  your  sörvice  and  that  of  my  master,  the  caliph;  but 
X  dare  not  rcnounce  my  faiihT' 

**  Then  go  and  be  trampled  npon  by  Benjamin  exclaimed 
the  di^appointed  aiid  chagriucd  Amv^  swinging  his  arm  with  a 
repellent  gesture,  as  he  turned  to  give  a  disdainf ul  answer  to 
a  scomf ul  exolamation  from  bis  dcputy. 

Orion  looked  mutely  and  irresolutely  nj^oii  the  two,  and  yet 
qui(  I  '  (  ollecting  his  faeulties,  he  exciaimed  in  a  tone  of 
in  1  >t,  bufc  urgent  entreaty : 

Listen,  sir,  and  mayliap  you  will  not  reject  what  I  have  to 
offer!  What  eise  but  self-interest  would  indnce  me  to  g-o  over 
to  your  faith,  and  if  I  yet  rcsist  the  ^reat  temptation  does  it 
not  give  you  surety  that  1  shall  provc  faithful  to  you,  as  to  my 
religion?*' 

Until  the  priest  forces  you  to  bicak  youi-  ioiLh,'^  roughly 
rejoined  the  Moslem. 

**  No,  110,"  oried  Orion.  I  know  that  Benjamin  is  my 
foe;  and  yet  I  have  lost  a  beloTed  fother,  and  beüeye  in  a  re< 
Union  beyond  the  grave.'' 
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"  I  too!"  responded  the  Moslem,  "  and  there  is  only  one 
paradise  and  one  Iicll,  ay  ih^m  is  only  one  Goä»** 
Wheiice  do  you  derive  that  certainty?^' 
''i>om  my  faith!'* 

"  Then  forgive  me  if  I  hold  to  mme  and  hope  to  see  my  fa- 
ther  again  in  tliat  lieaven — 

Whicli,  as  YOU  fools  fancy,  receives  no  souls  but  your  own, 
Now  suppoae  tnat  it  should  open  only  and  solely  to  the  im- 
mortal  part  of  Modems,  and  be  closed  against  Christians? 
What  Imow  you  of  paradise?  l  know  your  Holy  Script ures: 
is  it  therein  inscrib^?  On  the  other  band,  the  all  gracious 
God  Las  lot  onr  prophet  Jook  in,  and  what  it  was  permitted 
bim  there  to  sfo,  he  has  depictcd  as  though  the  Most  High 
bimself  had  guided  the  Stylus.  The  Moslem  knows  what  his 
hoaven  has  to  oller  him — ^you,  you — know  about  your  hell: 
curses  flow  more  casily  thau  blessings  from.  the  mouth  ol  3  our 

Sriests!  If  one  does  but  deviate  by  a  hair's-breadth  from  their 
octrines  they  forthwith  thrust  them  into  tiie  place  of  the  lost: 
me^  mine,  the  Greek  Chnstians  and  you  in  the  van — believe 
me,  young  man — your  father  and  you!^ 

**If  I  only  inew  tliat  I  t^hould  find  him  there!''  interposed 
Orion,  beatmg  upon  his  breast.       Truly  it  would  not  frighten 
me  to  follow  him.   läind  him^  see  him  again  I  most^  thoogh 
were  in  hell!'* 

At  these  words  the  black  hurst  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughter, 
and  when  the  geiieral  ill-huinorodly  rebiiked  him,  the  other 
answered  back,  whereu23ou  euaued  betweeu  them  a  iively  alter- 
cation. 

The  insolence  of  the  black  had  ezdted  Oiion's  ^atii,  and 

all  that  was  in  him  impelled  him  to  silence  this  hold  adTersaryj; 
and  yi  t  hy  the  eiertion  of  all  his  will  power,  he  controUed  him- 
self  untii  Amr,  again  toming  to  him,  said  in  a  loftj  bat  not 

nnfriendly  tone: 

*'  Tiiis  astuto  man  confirms  a  siis2)icion  that  had  arisen  in 
mr  own  mind.  A  worldly  miudi  d  yonnrr  riiri.^tiau  like  your- 
seif  does  not  natnrally  resigu  lia2)])iness  und  cumfort  upon 
earth  for  the  unceruuü  joys  of  yuur  paradise.  Aud  if,  not- 
withstanding,  you  do  this,  and  give  up  all  that  is  dearest  to 
man,  you  reject  honor,  temporal  possessions,  a  wüe  field  for 
activity  and  reyenge  upon  your  enemies,  in  order  to  meet  a 
disembodied  spirit  m  the  world  beyond,  there  must  lurk  some 
nitenor  motiye  in  the  backgronnd.  Try  to  calm  yourself 
and  bdicYp  my  assuranco,  that  you  please  mc,  and  havc  in  mo 
au  ardi'ut  wuU-wisher,  you  will  find  in  mo  a  fast  friend,  if  you 
«peoly  and  truly  expiain  to  me  tiie  motives  ol  your  coorse.  Ii 
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b  a  matter  of  moment  to  mysclf  tliat  good  fruit s  sliouid  rcsiüt 
from  Our  iulerview  lo  both.  partics.  l*ut  youi*  confidence,  then, 
in  the  older  man,  who  was  your  father's  friend,  and  speak!" 

Jn  preaenoe  of  this  man^  never!''  answered  Onon^  with 
tremblinff  yoioe.  "  He  is  supposed  to  understand  no  Oreek, 
and  yet  £»1Iowb  eveiy  woid  that  I  utter  with  malignant  glanoes, 
yes,  has  eyen  dared  to  mock  at  me,  he — 

He  is  as  wise,  as  braye,  and  my  accredited  officer,"  inter- 
posed  the  general,  sharply.  You  have  to  obey  liim,  if  yoii  bo 
long  to  US,  and — do  not  forget,  young  man — I  havc  liad  you 
summoned  to  prescribe  terms  to  you,  not  to  Luve  them  im- 
posed  upou  nie.  I  am  granting  you  an  audience  as  lord  of 
tliis  laiid,      the  represenlatiye  oi  Omar,  youi'  caliph  and 

Then  I  pray  you  to  dismiss  me,  for  before  this  man  my 
heart  and  lips  remain  sealed.  I  feel  that  he  is  my  enemy.^' 

Take  heed  lest  ho  become  so!"  exclaimed  the  generale 
vhüe  Obada  shrugged  his  ehoulders  contemptuously. 

Orion  understood  his  gestnre,  but  altliough  lie  succeeded  this 
timo  too  in  maintaining  his  self-poutrol  ho  no  longcr  feit 
sure  of  hiniself,  and  tlierefore  bowed  low  aiid  reverentially  be- 
fore the  governor,  witliout  paying  aiiy  heed  to  Obada,  and  be- 
sought  liim  to  diiinii,ss  him  for  the  prescnt. 

Amr  had.  not  been  blind  to  Obada's  deportment,  and  ro- 
sented  such  ill-treatment  ol  the  young  man;  therefore,  witiiout 
detaining  hhn,  he  alteied  his  own  demeanor,  and  again  shoved 
himseJf  as  the  obliging  host,  inviting  his  guest — since  the  hour 
was  late — to  pass  the  night  imder  his  roof .  Yet  Orion  courte- 
ously  declined  his  inyitation,  and  when  he  finally  took  leave— 
again  withont  deigning  a  ghuice  at  Obada — Amr  accompanied 
him  to  the  aute-chiunl)er. 

Here  lie  grasped  the  young  man's  band  and  addres^ed  to 
him  some  words  of  wamiug  in  a  tone  füll  of  sincere,  fatherly 
symjüuLliy: 

*'£eware  of  yon  black,  to  whom  yoa  showed  in  sach  a 
manly  but  impiudent  f  adiion,  just  now,  that  you  saw  through 
him.   As  for  me,  I  sincerely  dedre  your  good/' 

**I  belieye  that,  I  know  it,"  replied  Orion,  upon  whose 
tormented  spirit  the  cordial  tones  of  the  noble  Arabian  feil 
like  a  soothing  balm,  and  now  that  we  are  alonc,  I  will  giad- 
ly  confidc  in  you.  1,  sir,  I — my  father — you  knew  him.  In 
bitter  anger  he  withheld  his  blessing  from  his  only  son  before 
he  closed  his  eyes/* 

Here  the  recollection  of  that  most  dreadful  hour  of  his  life 
for  a  few  seconds  oveiLumc  kini,  and  dciiied  him  yoice;  how- 
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ever,  he  sooii  coiitinued:  A  Single  deed  of  criminai  irivolity 
had  exasperated  the  dying  man;  ncvertheless,  in  sorrow  and 
peuitence  have  I  thought  over  my  past  life,  and  found  ihat  it 
nad  been  an  nnprofitable  one,  ana  if  I  came  now  with  a  füll 
heart  and  in  glad  oxpectation^  to  offer  you  all  that  I  posaeaaed 
of  brains  and  gifts,  it  has  been  bocauso  I  want  to  accompliab 
lofty»  diflioult,  nay,  impossible  deeds — " 

Here  Amr  interrupted  him,  and  exclaimed,  while  he  laid  bis 
muscular  arm  upon  the  yoiing  man's  Shoulder: 

"  And  because  you  wish  to  show  the  soul  of  your  departed 
father,  upriirht  man  tliat  lie  wa.>,  that  one  youthful  indiscrction 
has  not  rendeml  you  iinworthyof  his blesFin^j,  bocause,  through 
grand  aehievenieiits  you  wouid  force  it  to  change  resentment 
into  approval,  contempt  into  re?pect — 

*'  Ycs,  ycs,  yes,  sir;  you  are  riglit;  just  so/'  cried  Orion,  in- 
ternipting  the  generalwithauoutburstof  kindling  enthu&iasm; 
bat  the  latter  made  a  eign  to  him^  which  admonished  him  of  the 
possible  neamess  of  an  eaveadropper  and  the  adyisabiüfy  of 


hurriedly,  but  ooidially: 

"  And  I,  I  am  yonr  helper  in  this  laudible  endi  avor.  Oh^ 
how  you  remind  me  of  my  own  bcloved  eou,  who,  like  you, 
h:i<i  gone  astray,  and  Avho  was  permitted  to  atone  for  all,  more 
than  all,  upon  the  battle-fiold,  through  death,  the  death  of  a 
martyr!  Depend  upon  me,  and  carry  into  act  iou  that  which 
you  j^lan.  In  me  you  have  found  a  helper.  (Jo  now.  You 
ehall  hear  from  me  sliurtly.  Once  more:  Do  not  provokc  tlio 
black;  beware  of  him^  and  when  you  mect  him  again  bridlo 
your  resentment,  and  put  on  the  semblan<^  of  never  having 
met  himbefore.'' 

So  saying,  he  looked  sadly  at  Orion,  as  though  the  sight  of 
him  brought  up  a  dear  image  to  bis  mind^s  eye,  kisscä  him 
upon  the  forehead,  and  as  soon  as  the  young  man  had  left  the 
gnte-chamber,  he  quickly  pushed  back  tlic  heavy  portiere  that 
separated  it  from  the  dining-hall.  A  few  steps  behind  it  ho 
found  Obarla,  wl:o  pretonded  to  bo  busy  buckliiifr  tlio  svord 
that  was  hanging  at  his  side,  and  reprimanded  him  thus: 

"  Eavo^dropping!  Man  of  mind,  man  of  aotion,,  hcro  in 
battle  and  dt  bate,  lion,  serpent  and  toad  all  in  one,  when  will 
you  empty  your  soul  of  all  that  is  mean  and  base?  Be  what 
vou  liave  becouif',  not  what  von  wcre,  and  do  not  daily  remind 
him  who  has  made  you  grcat  that  you  were  born  a  slave!'' 

Sirl^'  hissed  the  recipient  of  this  harsh  rebnke,  and  tiie 
white  of  his  rolling  eyes  gave  a  horrible  look  to  his  dnsky  ftwe; 
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but  Ami  snatched  thc  word  from  his  moutli,  and  continued 
his  tirade,  stenüj  and  directly: 
"  Yen  have  behaved  towara  tliis  noble  yoath  like  a  fool,  like 

a  juggler  at  a  fair,  like  a  lunaticl'* 
''To  hell  with  Mmr'  cned  Obada.      I  hate  that  golden 

mushroom  of  fortuiie!" 

"  Envious  creature  yon!  Do  not  irritate  him!  Things 
c]iaii(]:e,  aud  the  day  laay  come  whea  you  will  bave  reason  to 
fear  himi*' 

"  Him?"  shouted  the  otlier.  "  I'll  crush  tbe  doli  as  if  he 
were  a  fly  I   He '11  live  to  see  the  day.  *' 

Fürst  Ton  and  tben  bei''  Baad  Amr,  in  admonitorj  tone. 
"  For  HB,  he  is  the  more  important  of  the  two,  he,  fortune's 

mushroom,  tbe  doUI  Have  you  heard?  Have  you  under- 
stood?  If  you  but  touch  a  hair  of  bis  head  it  ehall  cost  you 
your  nose  and  ears!  Forget  not  a  siugle  hour  that  you  only 
live — wronprf ally  live — because  two  pairB  of  lips  have  so  far 
kept  closedl  Yon  knowthem.  The  head  stays  on  your  neck 
only  so  loTig  as  it  pleases  them.  Hold  tii^dit  to  it,  man ;  you 
have  only  oue  to  stake  upon  the  game!  It  was  necesisary,  my 
lord  deputy,  to  remiud  you  of  this  ouce  morc!'' 

At  these  words  the  black  gasped  like  a  wounded  animal, 
and,  with  difficulty  ejacolated,  in  hollow  tones:  So  tbus  are 
Services  rewaided,  tbus  does  Moslem  thank  Moslem  for  the 
sake  of  a  Christian  dogl'' 

'*  Thauks  you  have  received,  and  more  than  enough  of 
thom,"  retorted  Amr,  in  a  quieter  tono.  **  Yon  know  what 
you  promised  ere  1  exalted  you,  a  robber,  to  bo  my  deputy, 
for  the  sake  of  your  wits  aud  sword,  what  T  Lad  to  fort^et  be- 
fore  I  did  so,  not  for  yoiir  Rake,  but  the  great  sake  of  Islam, 
and  if  you  want  to  stay  what  3'ou  are,  then  sacrifice  your  wild 
desiFes!  If  you  can  not,  then  I'll  send  you  to  the  army  to- 
night  rather  than  to-morrow,  and  if  yon  carry  on  too  badly, 
back  to  Medina,  botmd,  and  with  the  sentence  01  death  in  your 
girdle." 

At  these  words  tbe  black  ejaculat^  some  unintelh'gible 
sonnds;  and  yet  tbe  genend  continued^  going  straight  to  bis 

poiut: 

"  Why  do  you  hate  this  young  man?  A  child  can  see 
througb  it.  In  the  heir  of  Mukaukas  George  you  see  tho  fut- 
ure  Mukaukas,  while  you  are  entertaining  tbe  crazy  wibii  to 
become  the  Mukaukas  yourself. 

And  whv  shoiild  this  wish  be  craz^?''  screecbed  the  otbcr, 
hoarsely.  Yourself  aside,  wbo  is  wiser  or  strenger  than  I 
am?" 
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Xo  Moslem,  perha])s;  and  yet  au  Egj^tian,  a  Christian; 
not  you  nor  any  other  of  the  faithful  will  succeed  to  the  offic« 
of  the  deoeased;  so  decides  the  wisdom^  so  runs  the  mandate 
of  the  caJiph.  ** 

And  he  proposes,  too>  to  leare  his  miUions  to  the  ourly 
haired  ape»  does  he?*' 

"  Are  you  hankoring  after  them  too,  insatiable  creature, 
after  tliem?  Doos  not  the  wcinlit  of  what  you  have  gained 
through  avarice  press  In  avily  enough  upon  yon  yet?  Gold, 
always  more  gold,  that  k  the  goal,  the  noble  ^oal  of  your  de- 
airesf  A  fat  morsol  that  tlie  estate  of  the  Mukaukas,  his  gold 
talents,  precicus  stones,  slaves  and  horses;  I  find  it  so  too;  and 
yet,  thanks  to  Ihe  God  of  Mercy^  we  are  no  thieves  and  rob- 
bers." 

**  Who  was  it  that  brought  forth  the  millions  of  Peter  the 
Egyptian  from  tlieir  hiding-place  beneath  the  reserroir,  and 

caused  him  to  bitc  tho  dust?*' 

"  I — I!  Bat  onlv — you  know  it — in  order  to  send  thcm  to 
Medina.  Peter  liad  coneealed  theni  froni  us  before  we  exe- 
cuted  him;  the  Mukaukas  and  his  son  have  reported  for  regia- 
tration  up  to  the  last  dirias  and  rood  of  land  that  they  possofsg; 
their  taxes  have  been  correctly  paid,  and  so  their  property  be- 
longs  to  them,  as  yours  does  to  yon,  as  our  swords,  horses  and 
wiyes  do  to  you  and  myseH  Whereto  is  your  insatiate  soal 
forerer  impemng  yon —  Hands  off  of  that  dagger-hilt!  Kot  a 
copper  jpiece  of  theirs  falls  into  your  greedy  maw,  so  help  lae 
Heavenf  Do  not  cast  another  evü  glance  upon  the  son  oi  the 
Mukaukas!  Do  not  put  mv  i  aticnce  to  too  hard  a  test,  eise, 
man,  eise — hold  fast  to  that  Ik  ad  of  yonr?- — ol«e  you  will  soon 
have  to  iook  for  it  lying  at  your  feet,  and  wliat  I  say,  I  have 
Said !  Good-night,  nowT  Early  to-morrow  morning  you  will 
havo  to  oxplain.  in  divan,  your  plans  f<>r  the  Tiew  distribiition 
of  the  land;  it  will  not  pleuse  me,  either  in  general  or  in  detail, 
and  I  shall  have  designs  worked  onf 

So  saying,  the  general  tomed  his  back  npon  his  subordinate, 
and  no  sooner  had  the  door  closed  behind  him  than  he  shook 
his  fist  tlireateningly  at  his  lord  and  masb  r,  who,  up  to  this 
time,  had  conccaled  his  cognizance  of  his  deputy  having  ab- 
ßtracted  a  portion  of  the  gold  intrnsted  to  him  f<n*  traTismillV, 
to  Medina.  Raginj;:^,  he  ran  n[)  and  down,  snortinii;  and  biov- 
iug,  until  slaves  entcred^  in  oraer  to  cloor  away  the  rexnains  %  i 
the  repast 
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CHAPTEK  XXV. 

HOBÜS  APOLLO. 

\v  \he  m^Dnlighted  and  starry  night  Orion  set  out  on  hia 
telurn  liciüt?.  He  held  up  bis  hsad  figh,  and  he  had  not  feit 
«o  Üght  ol  heart  and  hopeful  siuoe  that  Doat-ride  which  he  had 
taken  with  PsiJck 

After  lie  liad  crossed  the  bridge  of  boats,  he  did  not  tum  bis 
horse's  head  direcily  m  the  dirediou  of  his  own  mansion;  the 
night  air  was  so  refreshing  to  liim  that  he  dreaded  to  be  shnt 
up  between  four  walls.  Eudiied  with  new  life,  as  thougli  rid 
0*  a  heaTV  burdt'n,  ut  a  brisk  trot  lie  rode  up  to  the  lionse 
which  öheltered  bis  bcjloved,  and  he  jM^-tured  to  hiin.self  bor  de- 
hght  at  tbo  inteliigcnco  that  he  had  i'uimd  in  Anir  a  promoter 
of  Iiis  plauö. 

The  generale  whose  Aoble  natme^  mtellect  and  uprightnesB 
his  father  had  higbly  prized,  had  stmek  him  too  as  his  beau 

ideal  of  noble  manHnrJss,  and  when  he  oompared  him  with  the 
distmgiil.^bcd  officials  aad  milit  ary  Commanders  whom  he  had 
Seen  at  the  Byzantine  court,  he  could  not  but  smile.  They 
werc  lo  tbat  wortliy  ard  at  tho  same  time  bright  and  warm- 
heartcd  man  as  the  ri^id  old  statues  of  his  ancestors  wer©  to 
the  iiis])ired  ereations  oi  Grcek  ai't. 

Kow  he  blessed  the  memory  of  his  father,  who  had  freed  hia 
native  land  from  the  domiiüon  of  that  degencrate  brood.  To- 
day he  knev  that  fhe  dectased^  whose  image  was  eyer  before 
him,  would  bave  been  satisfled  with  him,  and  that  lent  him  a 
feeling  of  happiness,  which  he  longod  to  retain  and  augment 
through  the  thoughts  and  aotions  of  his  whole  future  life. 
"  Life,  an  office,  a  Service,  a  duty  — this  watchword,  from 
the  dearest  of  mouths,  was  to  l^eop  liim  in  the  new  path,  and 
as  he  hoped,  füll  of  self-conri«k'iicL'.  eoon  to  be  able  t<>  point  to 
manly  actions  that  would  give  l\im  the  right  to  iuik  hi6  fato 
with  that  of  the  noblcst  of  her  sesl 

Füll  of  such  thoughts,  he  liad  approached  the  house  of 
HufiniiB.  Two  comer  Windows  in  the  iipper  stoiy  were  bright- 
iy  b'ghted,  both  of  which  looked  out  upon  Nile  otreet  and  the* 
river.  He  did  not  know  which  rooms  Paula  occupied,  but 
nevertheleas  he  looked  up,  witli  the  vague  suspicion  that  thia 
light  was  shining  for  her,  and  the  ft^male  figure  that  now  ap» 
pean  d  in  the  opon  casement  told  }n*m  that  hc  had  not  bwn 
iniätaken^  for  he  recoguized  it      that  oi  Paula's  nurae,  Per- 
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petua.  The  sound  of  a  horse's  hoofs  lia^I  called  the  curiona 
old  woman  to  the  window^  but  by  the  pale  light  ot  the  ebm 
ßhe  did  not  sccm  to  rccognize  him. 

At  a  slow  paco  lie  rode  on,  and  as  lie  poou  afterward  turned 
aroiind  and  looked  up  af^aiji;,  in  tlie  Lope  tliis  time  of  finding 
bis  l)elove(I  at  the  window,  he  foiind  it  empty;  and  yct  he  ob- 
servcd  a  long,  dark  öhadow  that  moved  from  one  öide  of  the 
room  io  the  other,  and  tbat  could  belong  neither  to  the  nurse 
or  his  belorecL  It  muBt  be  tbat  of  an  nnnsaally  tall  man^  and 
as  he  sat  still^  and  again  looked  np,  this  time  uneasily  and  a 
victini  to  painful  sensations,  he  plainly  recognized  Philippus. 

Midnight  had  passed.  How  dionld  he  explain  Faolb's  re- 
ceiving  him  at  this  boor? 

Was  sho  sick? 

Was  not  this  Chamber  hers? 

Was  the  niirse  ouly  accidentally  witb  her,  and  the  physician 
in  one  of  liutinus's  rooms? 
'  But  uo! 

The  woman  who  now  passed  by  the  vmdow^  and  with  ont- 
etretched  band  went  straight  toward  the  shadow  of  the  man, 

was  Thomas's  daughter,  and  no  otber! 

His  heart  began  to  beat  much  faster,  and  a  solioitude  began 
to  take  posseasion  of  him  that  his  vauity  had  hitherto  kept 
aloof  from  him,  althongli  he  had  already  sevoral  timcs  been  a 
witnesB  of  the  fhendiy  underetanding  ezisting  between  Paula 
and  the  doctor. 

Perhaps  sometliing  more  than  friendship  and  harmless  confi- 
deuce  had  caused  the  maiden  to  claim  bo  unreservedly  the  pro- 
tection and  Service  of  this  man.  Could  he  have  won  Paula's 
heart,  her  loye? 

Was  that  possible? 

And  why  not? 

Wbat  waa  thcre  to  object  to  in  Philippus  save  his  homely 

face  and  low  birth.    But  how  many  women  had  he  seen  bestow 
tlieir  love  in  disregard  of  worse  obstaclos  than  thesc.  The 
d<x;tor  was  hardly  five  ycars  older  than  he,  and  as  Orion  re- 
cfilhnl  the  looks  whieh  he  had  fixed  upoa  Paula  that  very  day 
his  nneasinoss  inereased. 
rhili2>pus  loved  Paula! 
.  ^  Only  too  well  versed  as  he  was  in  aftairs  of  the  heart,  a  little 
drcumBtance  that  suddenly  recurred  to  him  made  lüm  look 
npon  this  as  oertain.    It  had  Struck  him  yesterday-that,  since 
hiefather's  death,  that  is  to  say,  sinee  Paula's  rcmoval  to  the 
house  of  Rufinus,  that  Pliiüppus  had  piid  much  moro  attention 
hisdress  than  he  had  been  accostomed  to  da    ^  ^  Such  meta- 
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morpihoses/^  tlioaght  he,  only  occnr  in  persona  of  Lis  grave 
diaracter  when  they  are  in  love/' 

Thero  camo  ovcr  him  a  torturing  feeliug,  mailc  upof  taadatj 

and  iiidignation,  as  he  again  ?aw  the  long  shadow  nppcar  at 
the  window,  For  the  first  time  in  his  lifo  ne  was  conscious  of 
the  pangs  oi'  that  jcalousy  wiiich  he  had  c!  tcii  cnoiigh  t-miled 
at,  as  witncssed  among  hin  frionds;  and  yat  waö  it  not  loohsh 
to  allowhimöeK  to  bc  toriured  on  her  account?  since  what  had 
happened  in  the  monüng  might  he  not  depend  securcly  upon 
his  beloyed?  And  this  Phili2)piis!  If  he,  Orion^  must  retire 
behind  him,  to  an  inferior  place,  before  a  higher  tribimal,  as- 
suredly  in  quahties  that  attract  a  woman^s  heart,  he  was  his 
superiorl  JBut  in  s])ite  of  all  this  it  pained  him  to  know  that 
Paula  was  in  the  doctor's  Company  at  this  hour,  and  angrily 
he  jerked  aromrd  his  hor.'^p,  and  it  rather  gratified  him  in  his 
present  mood  tluit  tlie  noble,  liery  steed  woiild  not  submit  to 
such  unwonted  rough  haudliug,  and  at  the  distance  of  a  hun- 
dred paces  from  those  accursed  bright  Windows,  displayed 
again  all  the  trickiishness  and  insubordination  whith  had  been 
gotten  oat  of  him  as  a  foaL  Orion  had  to  ^o  through  a 
regulär  battle  with  his  steed,  and  it  did  him  good  to  assert  his 
supremacy  oyer  him  with  bit  and  rein.  Now  the  animal 
wheeled  around  and  aroimd,  and  then  he  would  vault  with  him 
upon  highj  but  the  powerful  rider  was  his  master,  and  öfter 
he  had  forced  him  to  quiet  and  obedionfo,  lic  pattcd  him  on 
his  sleek  neck,  and  looked  aronnd  him,  drawiiig  a  deep  breath. 

At  his  side,  the  drii  rr,  dark  &in  ubbery  in  tlie  widow  8u^an- 
nah*8  garden  overiüpped  the  low  hedge  that  inclosed  it,  and 
behind  it,  fiom  the  rear  of  her  house,  which  faced  upon  Kilo 
Street,  gkauicd  yet  brighter  light  than  from  Paula's  abode. 

It  ponred  into  the  garaen  from  the  Windows,  while  from  two 
came  only  a  feeble  glimmer,  perhaps  the  light  of  a  Single 
lamp. 

All  this  must  have  been  indilTerent  to  him,  and  yet  his 
glance  was  riveted  upon  the  roof  of  the  colonnade  that  ran 
»long  xmder  the  Upper  story,  for  thoro  stnod  olosc  drawn  np 
against  the  franio  of  onc  of  the  lighied  Windows  a  smalJ  fcnialo 
form,  its  head  prulruding  so  far  in  the  eÜort  to  listen  that  the 
light  slio]ie  through  its  wcalth  of  curls, 

Caüiaiiuu  was  listening  to  the  discourse  of  the  patriarch 
Benjamin,  whose  head,  with  its  apostolic  beard  depending, 
Orion  oould  plainly  recognize,  which  was  being  carriedon  witn 
the  presbyter  Jolin,  a  homely  httle  man,  of  whom^  neyerthe- 
less,  Orion's  father  had  affirmed  that  he  far  ezcelled  Bishop 
Plotinus  in  mind  and  energjr. 
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It  would  have  been  an  easy  tliing  for  the  young  man  to  fol- 
low  every  one  of  Cathariao'ö  movemonts,  and  yet  he  did  not 
deem  it  worth  the  trouble.  Keverilielesö,  her  imagc  followed 
him  as  he  rode  on  his  way,  but  did  not  long  remain  solitary, 
for  quickly  thero  stood  aloDgside  of  it  auother  taller,  more 
beautifnl  one,  that  gained  greatly  by  the  compariscHL  Every 
vord  that  had  fallen  from  Pama's  Ups  in  the  moming  came 
back  vividly  to  his  memory,  and  the  heautiful  livmg  impres- 
sion  wiped  out  every  anxiety.  The  woman  who  this  morning 
had  declared  herseif  ready  to  hope  everything  for  him,  to  trust 
him  implicitly,  and  aceept  of  his  protection,  the  high-hearted 
maiden  whom  he  gladly  admitted  to  a  share  in  the  aims  of  his 
future  life,  whose  pure  glance  exercisid  a  magical  influenae 
over  him  in  subduiTig  passion  and  restrainiiig  impaticnce,,  and 
who,  neverthelesö,  had  grauLed  him  ihe  right  to  strive  to  make 
her  his  own,  that  proud  descendant  of  heroes,  urhom  his  father 
wonld  80  gladly  hare  clasped  to  his  heart  as  a  daughter — was 
it  possible  that  she  oould  deceive  him  like  a  Tain  dly  helle? 
Could  she  forget  her  womanly  dignity? 

Ko,  a  thousand  times  no! 

To  doubt  her  was  to  offer  her  an  insnlt^  and  do  injustioe  to 

her  and  himself. 

The  physician  lovcd  her^  and  yet  whatevcr  cause  had  in- 
duced  her  to  receivc  a  \mt  from  liim  at  so  lato  an  liour,  assuredly 
it  was  no  feeling  that  transcended  the  bounds  of  friendship. 
Shame  upon  him  if  henceforth  he  should  ever  again  listen  to 
fhe  base  suggestiona  of  jealousy! 

How  much  more  freely  he  hreathed;  and  now  his  eerrant  ap* 
peared,  who  had  been  detained  at  the  hridge  hy  the  payment 
of  teils.  Immediately  he  sprung  to  the  ground  and^ordered 
him  to  lead  his  horse  home,  for  he  feit  inclined  to  follow  after 
on  foot  and  be  alone  with  his  thonghts  nndisturbed.  Soon  he 
was  pacing  meditatively  aloiig  Ix  uealh  tlic  sycamore-trees,  and 
yet  he  had  not  gone  far  whc!^  upon  the  othcr  side  of  the  hedge 
lining  the  descrtcd  highway,  he  heard  ouick  steps  approaching, 
finally  Coming  up  with  him,  and  ihcn  nurryiiig  past. 

A  glance  rey^ed  to  hizn  that  this  wanderer  by  msht  was 
none  other  than  the  physician  Philippus,  and  he  was  glad  of  the 
encounter,  for  it  f  aught  him  how  süly  and  disgraceful  had  been 
his  donbts,  how  littie  ground  he  had  for  disoerning  in  the  doo- 
tor  a  rival,  for  that  man  over  yonder  did  not  looklike  a  happy 
one!  With  lowcrcd  hearl,  as  though  bent  down  bcneath  a 
bm'don,  he  hastciied  forward,  and  now  clasped  jus  hand  to  Iiis 
forehead  with  a  gestnrü  of  dcspair. 

No,  that  rapid  waiker  was  evidently  revolvüig  no  UiissfuJ 


Digitized  by  Google 


257 


memories>  and  If  Jiis  äemesaor  dudlenged  aiiy  sentimeiity  il 
was  compassion  and  not  envy. 

The  doctor  did  not  observe  him,  for,  absorbed  in  his  own  re- 
flections,  he  hurried  rapidly  on,  heaving  deep  and  mournful 
aighs.  For  a  few  momeuts  he  turned  in  and  tcirried  at  a 
house,  whence  issued  loiid  cries  of  distress,  aiid  as  ho  went  on 
his  way  he  shook  his  head  i'rom  time  to  i'mw,  Vikv  onv  ^yho  sees 
much  pass  betöre  his  eyes  for  which  he  can  find  no  ej^phma« 
tion. 

His  point  of  destination  was  a  groat  palaco-liko  building. 
Its  plastering  had  partly  fallen  off,  and  m  its  upper  story  the 
wmdowB  were  broken  out  nntil  they  had  become  videned,  im- 

fiightly  openings.   Formerly  this  house  had  aecommodated  the 

authorities  chargedwith  11  lo  financial  affairs  of  tlie  city  and 
district,  and  its  lower  rooms  had  boen  fitted  up  neatly  and  com- 
fortably  for  the  ideologist,  the  hi^^liest  ofticer  of  tliis  l)ran('h  of 
goveniiiieiit  adminisiration,  who  ii;<iially  resided  in  Alexaiidria, 
bat  who,  in  his  journeys  of  inspoctioii,  ut'ti'ii  stu]i})ed  for  wueits 
at  Memphis.  But  the  Arabiaus  had  1  l  aiLsfcrred  die  conduct  of 
tiiiaiicial  matters  for  the  whole  couutry  to  Fostat,  their  new 
capital  beyond  the  river,  and  those  of  this  tumble-down  place 
had  been  committed  to  the  Mukaukas.  The  Senate  of  Mem* 
phis  had  found  it  too  ezpensive  to  kei  p  up  this  great  establish- 
ment,  and  had  been  glad  to  find  occu])ant8  for  the  lower  story, 
by  renting  it  out  to  me  physician  Philippus  and  the  Egyptiui 
Horns  Apollo. 

The  two  scientists  lodged  in  separate  apartments,  but  the 
same  slaves  attoided  to  their  common  housekeeping,  besides 
waiting  upon  l^hiüppus's  assistant,  a  modest  aud  well-iniormed 
Alexandrian. 

When  the  doctor  entered  his  aged  f riend's  lofty  and  spacioufl 
study,  he  found  him  still  awake,  sitting  bebind  a  great  number 
of  outspread  rolls  of  parchment,  so  deeply  absorbed  in  his 


ing-in  friend  in  reply  to  his  erenmg  salutation.    His  speech 

cousisted  only  of  an  inarticulate  murmur,  and  for  several  min- 
utes  later  tlio  okl  man  continued  to  be  buriofi  in  his  manu- 
Rcripfs;  bnt  finally  lie  tumed  his  face  Toward  Philippn?,  and  at 
the  üaine  time  impatiently  tlirew  down  upon  (he  tauie  the  little 
ivory  rnler  with  which  he  had  been  mifolding  and  Rinoothing 
dowu  thü  rulls  of  papyras,  and  forthwiLli  undurnuath  it  begau 
to  stir  a  dark  mass,  the  old  mau 's  slaye,  who  had  long  been 
wrapped  in  slumber. 

Tne  three  lamps  upon  the  Lable  brightly  Üluminated  the  old 
man  and  his  surroundiugs,  while  tho  doctorj  who  iiad  thron 


work  that  at  first  he  only 


nod  to  his  late  com- 
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himself  down  u^ou  a  loiinge  in  the  backgroimd  of  the  vast 
apartment^  remamed  in  darlmesB. 

What  Btartied  the  midnisht  Student  was  Iiis  frieDd's  un- 
vonted  silencc;  it  disturbed  nim,  as  the  standing  still  of  the 
clattering  wheel  disturbs  the  d weller  in  a  mill.  Xow  he  gazed 
acrossat  Philippus  in  astonishment,  inquiring  if  anything  was  thö 
mttfcter^  biit  still  receiving  no  answer^  tho  old  man  again  tnrned 
to  Iiis  maiinsci'ijit*?.  And  yet  lie  niust  have  completely  lost  bis 
chain  of  tliought,  for  Iiis  brownisli  band,  seamed  by  ^rt  at  swolleii 
blue  veins,  pushed  hithor  and  tbither  iiow  tbe  rolTs  of  parch- 
ment,  then  ibe  ivory  ruler,  aud  Ina  siinkeu-in  moutli,  that  bad 
hitherto  been  close  shut,  now  twitched  perpetnally. 

The  whole  exterior  of  this  man  presented  a  stränge,  unpleas* 
ing  spectacle^  for  Ms  scrawnj^  brownish  fignre  was  bent  from 
age^  bis  genumely  Egjptian  fece,  with  its  high  ebeek-bones 
and  projecting  ears,  wasfurrowed  and  .scamcd  like  the  bark  of 
an  oak,  bis  head  was  perfectly  bald,  and,  althoiigb  lio  bad  been 
fresbly  pbavcn,  in  place  of  beard,  like  rubbish  tliat  puts  up 
from  the  narrow  bid  of  a  rivulet,  there  grew  in  tbe  deep  für- 
rows  of  bis  cbin  and  cbeekö  Strands  of  gray  bair;  tbe  busy 
razor  bad  not  been  able  to  get  at  them  tbcre,  and  they  gavo  an 
uncared-for,  neglected  look  to  bis  whole  pbysiognomy. 

In  keeping  with  this  also  was  the  dress  of  the  old  mm,  if 
the  linen  apron  and  wMte  cloth^  which  bad  bung  oTor  bis 
naked  Shoulders  sinoe  sundown,  were  deserving  of  this  name 
in  gcneral.  And  yet  nobody  on  tbo  strcet  wonld  bave  taken 
him  for  a  beggar,  bccause  tbe  linen  which  be  wore  was  fino  and 
white  as  snow,  wliile  from  bis  pierring  eyes,  oversbadowed  by 
long,  bristly  ( yebrows,  gleamed  and  flashed  briglituess  of  in- 
tellect,  a  strong  will,  and  a  repellent  liarabnesd  just  as  littlo 
ßuited  to  tbe  rceipient  of  alms  as  tbe  energetic,  often  mooking 
iuuk  wiÜi  wbicb  this  man'»  iiioutb  was  often  curkd.  Iiis 
leatures  expressed  naugbt  of  the  amiable  or  gentle^  and  one 
familiär  with  the  story  of  bis  life  conid  not  be  amazed  that 
years  bad  not  been  able  to  melt  down  bis  acerbity  and  loye  of 
contradiction  or  change  tbem  into  that  kindly  f  orbearance^  in 
tbe  exorcise  of  which  old  age  so  frequently  finds  pleasure, 
Schooled  as  it  is  in  rrlniiTs  and  disappointments. 

He  bad  been  born  eigbty  years  bofore  on  tbe  beautifid 
island  of  Pliilav,  on  tlie  otliei-  hide  of  tbe  calaract  of  tbe  Nile, 
witbin  tbe  d<»niains  of  tbe  Teiuple  of  Isis,  tbe  only  Egyptian 
sanctuary  in  wiiicb  tbe  beatben  wor^bip  could  be  publlciy  ex- 
ercised  as  lato  as  the  boyhood  of  Horus. 

Since  tbe  great  Theodosins^  one  emperor«  one  Augustan  pro* 
fept  after  tiie  other^  with  uif antry  and  caTalry,  bad  croosed 
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Over  the  cataract,  in  oixier  to  put  an  eiitl  lo  idolatry  oii  (hat 
lovely  islaiid  of  the  Nile,  but  they  had  all  been  defeated  ur 
compelled  to  retire  by  tiie  brave  Blemmyers,  d wellers  in  the 
dcöcrt  between  the  Nile  and  the  Ked  Sea,  for  this  roving  race 
recognized  Isis  of  Philse  as  their  tutehiry  goddess^  and,  in  con- 
flequenoe  of  an  old  treaty,  the  Image  of  their  patroness  waa 
every  year  carried  in  Bolemn  procession  to  the  Blemmyerfi,  and 
allowed  to  stay  for  some  weeks  in  their  midst. 

This  old  man's  fathcr  was  the  last  horoscopist  and  his 
grandfatli'T  the  last  high-priest  of  J^b  at  PhiLnp.  lli.s  boyhood 
had,  nevertlieless,  beeii  passed  upon  the  island  of  the  goddess, 
but  then  an  imperial  legiouhadsuccccdcd  in  beating  the  Blem- 
myers,  mvestiiiir  Uk!  island,  at  the  same  time  plimderiiig  and 
cloüiug  the  isancUiury.  Thcpriests  of  Isis  escaped  from  tho 
Byzantine  cateh-polls,  and  Horns  Apollo  had  spent  his  whole 
youth  in  fleeiug  from  place  to  place  with  his  father,  grandfa- 
ther  and  two  younger  sister.^  everywhere  threatened  by  sore 
penls.  Hatred  against  tlu  ir  pcrsecutors,  the  Hagitious  con- 
tcmners  and  destroyers  of  his  father's  faith,  had  been  the  diet 
upon  which  his  youthful  niind  had  been  fed,  and  this  hatred 
naturally  augmented  to  the  bitterest  iniplacability,  after  im- 
perial soldiers  feil  npon  his  family  at  Antiocli,  murdering  his 
grandXaiher  togetlitr  willi  Iiis  two  innocent  sisters.  This 
abominable  deed  had  been  ])erpetrat^d  at  the  iiistigation  of  tho 
bishop,  who  had  recognized  in  this  i'ureigii  faniily  Egyptian 
idolaters,  and  the  armed  force  had  been  willinglj  supplied  by 
the  imperial  prefeet,  a  proud  and  haughty  patncian.  Thanks 
to  an  acddenr  or  'Ho  the  great  Isis/'  as  the  old  man  thou^ht^ 
his  father  and  himself  happily  escaped,  with  precious  thmgs 
that  the  old  high  priest  and  taken  with  him  from  the  treasures 
of  the  temple.  Thus  tlu  y  worc  not  destitute  of  the  means  for 
traveling  under  an  assumed  name^  and  finally  aettled  in  Alex* 
andria. 

The  persecuted  youth  liere  chan<jed  to  the  Greek  form  of  Iiis 
name  Horns,  and  was  known  bulli  at  home  <ind  sehool  as 
Apollo.  With  fiery  zeal  the  gifted  youug  man  proütcd  by  liiü 
rieh  educational  advantages  of  Alexander's  city;  restlessly  he 
penetrated  deep  into  eyery  domain  of  Greek  Imowledge,  and 
at  the  samc  time,  under  Mb  father's  guidance^  acqiüred  all  the 
loYo  of  an  Egyptian  horoscopist^  which^  np  to  that  late  dato, 
had  not  yet  been  lost. 

Among  the  Christians  of  the  capital,  and  in  the  midst  of 
their  dogmatical  disputes,  father  and  pon  reiiiained  heatlieii 
and  worshipcrs  of  Isis;  and  wlien  ihe  old  priest  died  at  an  ex- 
treme old  &gQ,  Horas  Apollo  transferred  hm  home  to  Memphis, 
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where  he  led  fhe  qmet,  retiied  lif e  of  a  etudent^  and  onhr  occa> 
donallj  min^led  with  tiie  astronomers,  astrologers  and  calendar- 
makers^  er  Tisited  the  laboratories  of  the  alchemists,  wTio,  even 
in  Ohrietian  Eeypt^  coutinued  to  be  untiriDg  in  their  efitorte  to 
transmute  the  Base  into  the  precious  metals. 

Chemists  and  astronomers  soon  acknowledged  Horas  Apollo'a 
flitperior  attainmenls,  and  sought  his  advice  in  many  difficult 

questions,  in  spite  of  Iiis  choleric  and  oftcn  rcpolleut  manners. 
His  fnme  had  peiietrat(3d  to  the  Arahimis,  too,  and  when  the 
queötion  was  to  detcrmino  the  true  directiou  of  Mecca  for  the 

Eroper  adjustmeiit  of  Üiv  oratory  in  the  uew  mosque  of  Amr, 
is  assistajice  waä  buught  aiter^  and  his  opiuiou  settled  the 
matter. 

Dr.  Philippus  had  been  Bumuioned  a  few  years  before  to  the 
sick-bed  of  the  old  man,  and  devoted  his  best  time  and  strength 
to  hün,  since,  being  but  a  beginner  at  the  timc,  his  ait  was  bnt 
little  in  request   At  the  same  time,  Horns  Apollo  had  been 

attracted  by  ihe  scholarship  and  eamest  application  to  science 
of  the  young  physidan,  and  speedily  r  onceived  a  streng  affeo- 
tion  for  liim,  tlie  wärmest  which  he  had  felttoward  aiiy  human 
being  since  the  death  of  hh  own  dear  ones.  Finally  flio  eider 
took  the  younger  man  into  Iiis  heart  with  such  tendcmess  as 
made  it  seem  as  if  lie  waiited  to  lavisli  uj^on  bim  all  the  stores 
of  affection  which  had  for  so  long  a  timc  been  pent  up  within 
his  breast.  No  fathor  could  be  morc  ürmly  aud  devotedly  at- 
tached  to  a  son  than  he  to  the  doctor,  and  when  a  relapse  again 
brought  him  to  the  point  of  death  he  made  Philippus  his  confi* 
dant,  revealed  to  hmi  the  secrets  of  his  inner  and  outer  life 
from  tlie  beginning,,  and  promised  to  make  him  his  heir  if  he 
would  engage  to  stand  by  him  to  the  last. 

Philippus  accepted  tliis  pro])osition,  havingbeen  inspired  with 
the  greatest  sympathy  for  the  a^ed  philosopher  from  their  first 
acquaintance,  and  after  he  had  inquired  more  narrowly  into  the 
Bage's  studies,  and  joined  in  them  whenever  practicable,  he  was 
invited  to  aid  him  in  the  completion  of  a  work  that  he  was 
anxious  to  finisli  before  his  death.  It  treated  of  hicroglyphics, 
and  was  meant  tu  cxplaiu  aud  convey  to  posterity  the  mter- 
pretation  of  their  individual  characters  so  far  as  they  could  still 
De  ascertained. 

The  sage,  who  was  fond  of  writing  only  in  Egyptian,  handhng 
Oreek  awkwardly  and  unwillingly,  intrustä  to  his  youns 
friend  the  transierence  of  his  notes  into  that  language,  anS 
the  Joint  hfe  of  these  two  men,  so  diverse  in  age  and  manners^ 
but  so  fiimilar  in  reg^  to  intellectual  aspirations^  sbaped  itsell 
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into  a  relation  at  once  helpful  and  agreeable,  despite  the  many 
peculiaritiep,  grnfTness  and  sternncss  of  the  gray-noarri. 

Horns  A})()lIo  lived  in  the  manner  of  an  Egyptian  priest  of 
the  oldun  time,  subjocting  himself  to  many  ablutions,  and 
shaving  freqncntly,  wliile  he  eat  little  but  bread,  vegetabloa 
and  püultry,  abötaiiuiig  from  pulse  and  tiic  üesh  of  all  four- 
footed  beasts,  not  only  that  of  swine,  wMdi  was  prohibited  to 
all  bis  ancestora  He  wore  no  oÜier  gan^ents  uian  sudll  as 
were  made  out  of  pure  linen^  and  retäned  certain  bours  for 
tbe  recital  of  those  neathenish  formiilas  of  worship>  the  magio 
power  of  which  was  to  force  the  gods  to  d.o  the  will  of  tiie  sup- 
pliant. 

As  the  sage  badgiven  Philippus  bis  fnll  confidence^  so  tbe  lat- 
ter hid  nonc  of  bis  affairs  from  bim,  bui  if  he  did  cbance  to  a 
Single  time  it  was  discemed  bj  tbe  otber  witb  woudrous  per- 
spicacity. 

The  physician  had  often  spoken  of  Paula  to  bis  faf  horly 
friend,  and  depicted  her  charms  to  him  with  all  the  warmtb 
of  a  loving  lieart,  aiid  yet  tbe  old  man  had  been  prejudiced 
against  her  from  the  firöt,  diiclly  perhaps  as  the  daiighter  of 
a  patriciaii  and  prefect.  Everything  that  bore  that  title  was 
f or  bim  an  ob ject  of  batred^  because  a  prefect  and  patrician 
had  been  to  blame  f  or  tbe  bloody  end  of  those  be  lored  most. 
To  be  sure,  the  goremor  of  Antioch  had  only  acted  under  the 
Orders  of  tbe  bishop;  and  yet  it  pleased  the  old  man  as  it  had 
pleased  bis  father  before  him  to  put  all  tbe  blame  upon  the 
prefect,  for  the  descendants  of  an  anciont  priestly  race  pre- 
fcrred  to  vent  the  f uUness  of  their  resentment  upon  any  rather 
than  tbe  servant  of  any  deity  whatsoever. 

If  Pliilippns  praised  her  native  greatness,  her  noble  natiire, 
tlie  heigiit  of  her  stature  and  elcvation  of  sentiment,  the  oid 
man  wonid  start  np  and  ezdaim: 

**  That,  just  tliat!  Beware,  beware,  hoyl  Haughtiness, 
pride^  self-ccmceit  yon  designate  bj  tbe  uobiest  namea  Tbe 
Word  patrician  comprebends  withm  itself  all  that  we  incinde 
in  the  terms  self-conc  ( it  and  inbumanity,  and  tbe  worst,  most 
cold-bearted  and  avaricious  among  them  are  made  prefocts  by 
those  apes  in  purple  who  disgrace  the  throne  of  the  Caesars. 
Ab  they  are  tbemsolves,  m  is  tbcir  brood!  Whnt  they  call  little 
in  tbcir  self-conceit,  is  trampled  beneath  tlieir  iieels,  but  we, 
you  and  I,  with  all  that  live  by  the  labor  of  the  hauds,  are  de. 
spised  little  ones  in  their  blind  eyes.  Take  notier,  son!  To- 
day the  daughter  of  the  goyernor  aud  patriciau  smiles  upon  you 
because  sbe  needs  you;  to-morrow  sbe  will  cast  you  oft  as  1  do 
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mj  old  pantlier  skin,  wbicli  keepa  my  faet  warm  in  winter^  n& 
floon  fts  the  hot  days  of  March  come!^' 

TTe  was  no  more  favorably  inclined  toward  the  son  of  the 
Hukaukas  than  toward  the  daughter  of  Thomas.  Ile  had 
never  yet  seen  him;  but  when  the  doctor  told  him  that  his 
young  ladyfriend's  heart  was  inflaracd  with  resentment  against 
Orion,  the  old  man  biirst  out  into  a  mocking  lan<]fh,  and  as 
though  he  possessed  the  ability  to  read  hearte  and  look  into 
the  future,  he  had  c^lled  out: 

* '  Thijy  are  bitiug  now,  and  in  tlireo  days  they  will  be  kiss-  ' 
ing !  Hatred  and  love  are  the  two  eztremities  of  ue  eame  staff. 
How  e^ily  it  tums  aronnd!  These  two!  The  same  blood, 
the  same  style!  People  of  that  eort  attract  onc  another  as  the 
magnet  does  iron,  and  iron  docs  the  magnet. " 

But  these  and  similar  exhortations  had  only  exerted  a  little 
inflnence  over  the  ph3'sioian's  feclinc:.-,  nnä  oven  Paula's  rcjoc- 
tion  of  his  jiasisioniitt'  wooing  after  her  admission  into  liufinus's 
house  had  not  coniplr'tuly  da>hc(l  his  hopo  nf  finally  winning 
•her.  Early  this  moruing  at  ilio  eoul'erence  aijoiit  the  disposal 
cf  his  beloved's  property,  Paula  had  shown  berself  most  wiUing 
to  accept  him  as  her  kyrios,  her  proxy  before  the  court  of  her 
guardian.  Bat  by  many  a  token  ne  thonght  that  he'perceiTed, 
with  |Miin  hard  to  be  bome,  that  his  gray-haired  £riend  was 
right  m  his  predietion^  that  tiie  staff  had  tumed  aronnd,  and 
hatred  in  the  maiden's  heart  been  tumcd  into  love. 

Nevertheless,  Paula  had  never  yet  shown  herseif  so  cordially 
disposed  toward  him,  never  had  tho  Toice  in  conyersation  sound- 
cd  so  soft  and  sweet  as  this  evening  in  their  friend's  frarden. 
More  cheerful  and  talkativo  than  ever,  she  had  never  tired  of 
appealing  to  him,  and  so  graduallyhe  had  lost  his  senseof  paia 
and  anxiety,  wliile  once  more  the  World  of  his  own  &ensibility 
bloomed  f orth  into  new  lif e  and  he  feit  his  inteUecttiaL  facoitjes 
invigorated.  -  Yes,  he  was  Gonscions  that  he  had  never  civen 
better  er  finer  expression  to  bis  thonghts  than  in  those  honra 
just  passed.  And  she  had  not  withhcld  her  approval,  but  joy- 
fuliy  acceded  to  bis  propositions,  and  when^  after  midnight,  he 
had  repaired  with  her  to  the  si-  k  a  new  and  dulieious  hojio 
was  springing  np  in  his  heart,  making  it  to  bound  with  joy. 
Kaptarously,  h'ke  onc  intoxicated,  ho  had  yielded  to  her  wiah 
to  attend  her  to  her  pnrlor,  and  tlien-,  therc — 

Poor,  undeceived  man  upon  the  lounge  there,  in  the  dark 
comer  of  that  spacious  study^  where  hiöierto  the  mind  had 
hekL  mMÜvided  sway,  and  the  voice  of  the  heairt  been  nerex 
questionedl 

How  he  had  f  onnd  his  way  there  he  no  longer  knew  himseU. 
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He  was  ohIt  conacions  in  so  far  as  that  oboyni^  the  yoice  o£ 
daty  he  had  entered  the  housc  of  a  Memphite^  wnose  wife,  tha 
motiier  of  many  cliiltlren,  bad  been  nigh  to  deatb  in  the  after- 

noon,  that  there  he  had  f  ound  a  corpse  aiid  many  pcople  lament- 
ing  loiidly  and  sincerely,  that  he  had  tottorcd  homoward  weighed 
down  by  thoir  anrl  his  own  woe,  und  tlioii  ha<l  n  jjaiml  not  to 
bis  own  part  of  Üic  house  biit  to  that  of  his  aguil  iriend  in  order 
to  esca]>e  from  liiniself.  Life,  i'or  him,  had  lost  all  chariu,  all 
value ;  und  ^et  he  blushed  to  thmk  that  he  was  allowmg  a 
woman  to  divert  bim  from  the  beautif ul  aims  of  his  ezistence 
and  take  from  bim  the  cheerfulness  that  he  needed  to  f nlfill 
bis  Galling  in  the  senae  of  his  friend  Biifinns.  kncw  his 
fdlow-lodger,  and  knew  that  he  would  pour  vitriol  into  Km 
wound,  but  this  was  jnst  what  he  needed.  The  old  man  had 
ofton  boforo  poiight  to  defao^  Paula's  imagc  and  bring  it  doTO 
from  its  high  podc^tal,  bnt  always  in  vain,  and  he  shouid  not 
Bucceed  at  that  tliiug  now!  He  only  wanted  to  crnsh  out  and 
ßcatter  to  tlic  winds  of  heaven  the  glowing  passion  which  had 
been  consunilJi^  Iii  in  tver  öiuce  that  night  when  he  had  minis- 
tered  to  the  l  aging  Masdaldte.  Yen  old  man  at  the  table 
there,  wbose  Btrong  stem  features  vere  so  Bliar])ly  defined  in 
the  bght  of  the  three  lamps^  was  just  the  man  to  accomplish 
this  workof  demolition;  and  Philippus  wali  c  sl  for  his  first  worda 
as  a  Sick  man  waits  upon  the  surgeon  who  holds  in  the  fire  the 
glowing  iron  with  which  ho  is  to  cauterize  for  bim  bis  womuL 
Poor,  nndeccivcd,  hoart-sick  man! 

There  he  lay  on  the  divau  and  saw  how  Iiis  companion  poercd 
at  iiim  from  ovcr  his  roILä  of  parehmont,  listennig  for  hiTn  to 
Bjieak,  and  at  tho  same  time  rocking  to  and  fro  in  iuü  grcat 
arm-cliair. 

Philipp us's  sSience  Tisiblv  disquieted  fhe  old  man ;  and  the  docv 
tor  sav  oy  the  eloTation  of  the  okL  man's  abaggy  cyebrows  that 
he  was  drawing  his  own  oonclusions^  which  were  certain  to  be 
the  right  ones.  The  silencemustsoouby  broken,  and  Philip pna 
waited  for  the  onslau^ht  Hc  was  readv  to  üike  the  worst, 
but  how  could  be  brmg  bimself  to  listen  bis  tormentoi's 
task? 

Thus  passed  long  miuntes,  and  as  the  doctor  waited  for  the 
ßago  to  l)egin  so  he  on  his  side  wislicd  the  first  word  t^  «'onio 
from  Lhu  other  sidu.  But  the  old  luau":?  impaliencü  and  cuj'i- 
osity  were  mightier  than  the  young  man's  longing  after  treat« 
ment^  and  so  suddenlyhe  let  tiie  scroUhe  washoldingdropi 
inYolnntarily  snatched  at  the  ivoryruler  which  he  h^  just 
fluug  away,  gave  a  new  direction  tO  the  heavy  chair  whu  h  h« 
had  oocnpied  by  a  shore  which  was  astonishin^ly  powerfal  fbf 
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one  of  his  great  age,  tnmed  Iiis  füll  face  upon  Philippus  and 
asked  alond  ,  while  he  pointcd  the  rulcr  af  liiui  threateuinglv: 

**  The  cnd  of  the  game,  eh?    And  a  traijic  cnd  at  that? 

/*  Hardly,  seeing  that  l'ai  still  alivel''  retorted  the  doctor. 

**Biit  there  is  inward  bloeding,  and  wound  smarts!*'  con- 
tiniK'd  the  sage,  aftcr  rcliecting  awhüe.  "He  "who  will  not 
heed  miist  feel!  They  had  pointed  out  the  enaie  to  the  fox^ 
bnt  the  bait  wasioo  tempting!  Eren  yesterdaj  there  wonld 
have  been  time  to  escape  if  one  had  onlv  had  a  serions  purpose 
to  do  80— the  bunter 's  cmel  tricks  bad  been  ftillyexposed.  He 
has  been  here  now,  though,  used  what  weapons  he  had,  and 
here  lies  his  gamc  stnpcfird  by  pnin  and  mortification,  cursing 
•  his  own  folly.  Somo  pcoj^lo  sccni  to  lovc  silence  to-night.  Am 
I  to  teil  yoTi  liow  all  iliis  has  come  aboiit?'' 

**I  kiiow  it  only  too  well  myself/'  replied  Philippns. 
And  yct  I,  I  can  onlyimagine  the  stule  of  the  oa^oV  mut- 
tered  the  old  man.  So  long  as  that  patridan  girl  bad  need  for 
a  poor  beast  of  bürden  she  attracted  bim  to  ierseU,  throwuig 
bim  barlev  and  dates.  Kow  she  is  rolüng  in  wealth,  eecnrely 
boused,  and  beyday!  the  no  longer  neededprotector  ig  bustled 
out  of  the  way  in  ahort  order,  and  as  the  sky  lets  ihe  Bim  rise 
when  the  palomoonyanishes  bdiind  llie  monntainf,  and  so  this 
mistress  of  the  heartö  of  our  weakly,  slavish  racc  jjuts  the  rieh 
Adonis  from  the  goYernor\s  palaco  in  the  place  of  the  jpoor 
OTergrowu  doctor  1   If  this  is  not  so,  tlion  ])inii.sli  me  for  lies!'* 

**  Would  that  I  could!'*  sighed  Philippus.  y  ouhave  been 
atme  prophct,  judged  rightly,  and  yet  as  falsely  as  possible." 

"  Obscnrel^'  said  the  old  man,  oomposedly.  Bat  I  see  in 
the  dark  too.  Tbe  fact  is  incontestable,  but  you  are  still  suffi- 
dently  blind  not  to  admit  tbe  grounds.  As  for  the  rest,  it  is 
enough  for  me  that  your  aberrat  Ion  has  found  so  speedy — and, 
as  I  think — so  fortnnatc  an  cnd:  ilio  occasion — awoman  as 
nsual — has  become  indifferent  to  me.  Why  shonld  I  needlessly 
attribute  to  her  worse  than  she  has  donc?  I  gladly  avoid  thia 
for  your  sake,  becau.se  upriglit  niinds  incline  to  lliose  whom 
thcy  öcc  unjustly  accuscd.  And  yet  I  should  think  it  was  for 
you  to  speak,  not  me;  it  needs  not  such  obstinate  silence  to 
proye  (bat  you  are  a  pbilosopber,  and  as  for  me,  I  am  not  en- 
öpely  devoid  of  curioFity  in  spite  of  my  cighty  yearsr' 

Hereupon  Philip  quickly  aroso,  and  whde  sometimcs  he 
walkcd  np  and  down  the  vasl  ::|>;ir[niont  and  again  stood  still 
in  front  of  his  friend,  he  told  liim  what  he  had  hoped  and 
SufToredwith  glowing  chccks  aml  aniniatrrl  ire^fnroR;  how  Paula 
had  ri'cuntly  insnired  him  with  new  cuidldciu  o,  and  then  invit- 
ed  him  to  her  aoode  in  order,  with  deep  emotion  and  surprise 
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at  Herself^  to  let  him  read  tlio  seciets  of  her  licart,  being  neifher 
ablo  nor  willuig  to  couceal  the  rapture  wifch  ^\  lilch  ehe  Tv  as 
filled.  Like  some  timid  ßoul  confesstng  to  a  priest,  ßherevealed 
to  him,  her  best  frieud,  the  history  of  her  heart  since  fho 
btirial  of  the  diccasod  Mukaukas,  and  dcclared  tlint  she  Avaa 
now  convinccd  of  Orion^s  peifect  reform  after  the  committai  ot 
Buch  heinous  sins. 

"And  lipon  occasion  of  this,"'  iiiterpoüed  tho  sage,  there 
has  been  such  ^reat  joy  m  heaTen  that  one  oonld  not  delay 
ftllowing  the  rejeoted  smtor  the  piivilege  of  sympathizing 
therein." 

"  Sho  had  rather  a  severe  Btmggle  with  herseif  ere  sho 
could  speak  out  as  her  conscience  dictal  t  d;  res,  shc  imA  eiled 
her  mosfc  sacrcd  fcelings  to  me,  althongli  fcho  durst  expect  froul 
lue  nothing  eave  ridicule,    ai  iiiugs,  aud  reproach/' 

*'And  why,  pray,  to  "vvhat  cnd?"  ßcreechod  tho  old  man. 
"Am  I  to  teil  yon?  Bocause  a  f  riend  is  always  a  lialf  loyer, 
and  women  can  iiovcr  rcsign  the  fomth  part  of  such  a  one." 

**By  no  nieanrf!''  mterrupted  Phiüp,  rcprovingly.  "Sho 
did  80  becanse  she  piizes  and  esteems  me— I  am  not  Tain-* 
f eels  attached  to  me  as  to  a  brother,  and  could  nofc  bear — they 
aro  her  own  "words— to  beguile  my  affections  even  for  an  hourl 
This  is  noble,  grand,  worthy  of  herseif,  and  hoveTer  much  all 
that  is  "within  me  struggled  against  it.  I  saw  myself  con» 
ßtrained  to  admire  her  trnthfiiincss,  her  genuine  friendßhip, 
her  unselfishness  and  womanJy  tciidornoss  of  sensibility!  No, 
do  not  Interrupt  me  again,  do  not  mock  at  mo  now  IS  no 
ßmall  thing  for  a  proud  maiden,  conscious  of  her  own  digiiity, 
to  lay  bare  tho  weakness  of  her  heart  bcfore  a  mau  whom 
she  luiows  herseif  to  be  belored«  as  she  had  done  awhile  ago. 
She  called  me  her  benefactor,  herseif  my  sister,  and  whaterer 
motiTes  jon  who  hate  her  on  accoont  of  an  old  prejudice  with- 
out  knowin^  her,  may  wrongf  ully  ascribe  to  her,  I — I  believe  in 
her  and  understand  her  too.  Could  I  do  otherwise  than  dasp 
the  band  which  sho  proffcred  mo  as  she  cntreated  mc,  witn 
meist  eyes,  to  contiiiuu  to  b«  her  f riend,  her  defender,  Iier 
l'lfrios!  And  yet,  yet!  Whence  shall  I  draw^  the  strength  to 
desirc  notliing  more  of  her  whom  I  love  so  passionatcly  Üian  a 
kindly  glance,  a  cahn  pressure  of  the  band,  an  iutellectual 
assent  to  what  I  am  saymg?  How  shall  I  retain  tranquillity 
and  self-control,  when  I  see  her  the  possesdon  of  that  hana- 
some  demi-god  whom  onl  y  steiday  I  was  despislng  as  a  good«^ 
for-nothing  reprobate?  What  ice  will  cool  the  fevered  glow  of 
this  bunÜQg  heart?  What  lance  pierce  the  dragon  of  passion 
which  IS  raging  bfice?  Thirty  years  old  was  1  ere  I  knew  th» 
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meaning  of  that  lore  of  which  our  poets  sing.  Only  through 
thcm  or  tlio  piain t  of  some  friend  '«Tiose  weakness  I  deplored 
was  I  at  aii  acc^uaiuted  with  such  a  Sensation;  and  now,  now 
that  loTe  he»  oTertaken  me  bo  late  and  snbjectod  me  to  its  Tin- 
Gonquerable  power,  how  sbsXl  1,  how  can  I  rid  m}  seif  of  its 
thrail?  I  teil  you,  trusty  friend,  you  who  are  good  enough  to 
call  me  '  son '  and  *  child/  epithets  that  lecall  my  long-losl; 
father,  I  teil  you  nothing  is  left  for  me  to  do  but  to  leave  you 
and  this  city.  I  must  flee  her  neighborhood  and  seek  out  a 
new  honie,  far  from  her  with  whom  I  might  have  been  as 
blessed  as  tlie  saints  in  paradise,  and  wlio,  nevertheless,  has 
ma<lc  me  niore  wrctolied  than  the  lost  condemned  to  perpet- 
ual  lircl  I  want  to  be  gone,  I  mubt  away  if  you,  who  know 
80  much,  can  not  teach  me  bow  to  kül  out  this  paaaion  or 
transmute  it  into  cool,  brotberly  regard." 

So  sajing,  Philippus,  who  was  standing  quite  close  totbe  old 
m^n,  covered  bis  face  with  his  hands;  but  at  these  last  words, 
Horapollo  sprung  to  his  feet  with  youthfiü  elasticity,  pulled 
bis  hands  away  from  Iiis  fii/'o,  and  cried  out  in  a  hoarse  voioe, 
beside  himself  witli  indignation  and  deep  ßolicitude: 

"  And  do  you  say  this  seriously?  Are  you,  a  rational  man, 
ßo  eteeped  in  folly?  Is  it  not  enough  for  you  to  have  fooled 
away  your  owu  happmess  on  this — ^how  shall  1  call  her?  Do 
you  comprebend  at  last  wby  I  wamed  you  against  the  patri- 
cian  brood?  Truth,  gratitude,  Üie  love  of  a  Sterling  man-^ 
what  cares  she  about  them?  Away  with  that  little  minnov 
from  her  hook!  trample  it  in  the  dust!  Here  comes  a  fine  fat 
fish  swimming  along,  likely  hell  bitel  Will  you  sacnficeto 
ber  and  that  rascally  Orion  tlic  hoalth  and  happincss  of  the  de- 
clininc:  yoars  of  an  old  man  wb«  t  h[\<^  s^rowu  to  love  vou  as  a  son 
because  you  deserve  to  be  so  lovtd?  Will  you  study,  workman 
that  you  are,  you  man  of  giant  intellect,  the  zealot  in  duty's 
path,  the  favorite  of  the  gods,  sigh  yourself  away  like  a  for- 
saken  maiden,  or  do  like  me  love-sick  Sappho  in  the  comedy, 
vbo  Icaps  oyer  fhe  Leucadian  cliff  while  ine  epectators  shake 
müi  kugbter?  Stay,  mr  boy!  Stay,  and  show  you 

how  a  man  may  get  rid  oi  the  passion  that  disbonors  him. 

Do  show  it  me,"  retumcd  Philippus,  with  muffled  voicc. 
*'  I  want  nothing  bett^r.  Tliink  you  that  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
my  weakness?  It  ill  bccomes  mc,  whom  destiny  created  for 
anything  eise  than  a  .^idiing  swani  and  dreamer.  I'll  do  bat- 
tle,  wrestiing  with  miglit  and  main,  but  here,  here  in  Memphis, 
here  in  ber  proximity,  wherc,  as  her  Jcyrios  I  am  daily  com- 
pelled  to  ßce  her  again  and  day  after  day  submit  to  new  and 
ßb^meful  oYortbrowa.   Here  forerer  at  her  side^  wilji  ber  I 
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am  worsted,  in  battlo,  and  sce  myself  mmed  hoäj  and  souL 
Thero  is  not  room  for  us  Uvo  in  the  ßanio  city,  m  tlie  same 

Tnen  it  mnst  bo  fihe  who  giyes  place  to  yoar'  acreeched 
fhe  old  man* 

Hereupon  Philippus  raised  Ms  bowed  head  and  asked  in  Sur« 

priso  and  a  tono  of  sforn  rebuke; 
"  What  does  that  mean?'* 
Nr.fhingl'^  rcsponded  the  other  lightly  ßhrng^ng  liia 
FhouldtTö,  and  thou  continuing,  ßoothiugly:  "  At  any  rate, 
Mcm])lii3  has  mnro  to  expect  of  3^011  than  that  jjatrieian  girl.** 
Then  ho  sliook  as  tlioughfrom  a  cliill,  beat  upon  bis  bn-ast,  aud 
Eaid:  **  All  in  liere  ia  in  commotion,  and  now  i  can  neither 
lielp  nor  adTise.  We  shall  soou  see  the  flush  of  dawn  in  th« 
east;  let  us  iry  and  get  some  sleen.  By  Bunlight  one  loosenp 
many  a  knot  that  seems  ineztricable  by  lamp-li^t^  and  mayhap 
on  my  sleepless  conch  fhe  goddess  wUl  show  me  the  path  that 
I  promised  awhilo  ago  to  point  oiifc  to  von.  It  would  hurt 
neitber  of  11s  to  bc  a  littlo  ligliter  of  Iicart.  Try  to  forgct  yonr 
own  woe  in  that  of  others;  von  will  encountci*  cnougb  of  it 
every  day.  To  wisb  yon  a  good-night  were  an  empty  form, 
but  1  do  trust  that  it  niay  be  a  tranqnilizing  one!  xon  may 
reckon  upon  my  aid;  but  let  there  be  no  morc  talk  of  going 
away,  flight,  and  the  üke.  You  will  not  let  me,  a  poor  old 
man,  hear  anything  more  of  that  Ük?  "No,  no,  Philippus.  I 
know*  yon  wJl  not  sniter  your  lonely  old  friend  to  be  tormented 
in  that  wayl" 

These  last  words  were  the  tenderest  that  the  doctor  had  ever 
beard  from  the  sage^s  mouth,  and  it  did  him  good  when  he 

drew  bim  to  bis  lienrt  in  a  close  embrar^p. 

Pliilippus  tbought  no  more  of  bis  saj  m^^  iliat  it  was  Paula  wbo 
mnst  give  place;  and  yet  tbc  old  man  secmed  to  havo  meant 
it  very  scriouäly,  for  as  soon  as  bo  was  left  alone  he  tbrew  the 
ivory  nder  down  upon  tho  tablo  witli  violenco  and  murmured 
with  sparkling  c;^es,  first  wrathfully  and  then  mockingly: 

To  retain  tlus  true  heart,  fhis  oest  of  workmen  for  myself 
and  the  vorld»  I  would  send  a  dozen  snch  full-blood  misses  into 
Amenilic.'^  Hey,  h<  y,  bey,  yon  most  beantiful  of  beanties,  the 
good  doctor  is  too  bad  for  us,  and  we'U  cast  him  from  us  like 
a  date-seed  after  we  have  eaten  tbo  frnitl  Evcry  one  to  his 
taste!  But  how  abont  it  if  old  llorus  sboiild  compcl  us 
to  learn  his  value?  Patience!  Patience I  With  the  goal  in 
View,  I  ixare  alwaya  sucoeeded  in  reaching  it — refer  to  the 

*  Tbe  GübeuDa  of  Üie  ancieot  EgyptlaoSi 
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fidd  of  scienoe^  of  oourse— and  yet  life^  the  lifo  of  the  wiae, 
wbat  eise  is  it  bat  a  kindred  saenoe?  Why  should  not  old 

Horas  try  onoemorebeforchedeparts  what  Iiis  wits  can  achieve 
in  the  bostling  mart  of  human  exisience?  Exultant  as  yoa 
now  are  with  your  chosen  lover,  fair  breaker  of  hearts,  you 
will  yet  have  to  give  place  to  the  poor  football  that  you  have 
spumed!  You  will,  tlioiiir]i!  Depend  upon  that^  my  darling; 
you  will,  iüdeed!    Halloo,  tbere,  iVuubis!'' 

So  sayiiig,  he  shovt'd  with  his  naked  foot  the  slave  who  liad 
slumbered  on  uudi>^Liirbcd  uuderneath  the  table,  and  while  he 
lighted  his  mastcr  to  his  Chamber  and  there  rendered  him  as- 
sistance  in  his  careful  and  long-continned  ablntions,  the  old 
man  did  not  cease  to  matter  to  himself  in  broken  sentenoes« 
iometimes  breaking  out  into  inTeotiTes  and  then  again  ohuok* 
Img  ill-nataiedly« 
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OHAPTEB  XXVL 

ORIOK  MEET8  THE  PATRTABCfH. 

LiKE  the  physicifiii  Philippus,  Orion  ciijoyed  littlo  rcst  that 
nifjht.  lle  no  louger  doubted  Panla's  fideiity;  but  bis  whole 
beart  yoanied  l'or  her  and  for  the  a^^surauce  that  ehe  loved  him 
and  him  alone,  and  this  longing  kept  him  awake. 

At  the  first  approach  of  day  he  sprung  up,  delighted  that 
the  night  was  past^  and  crofised  the  Nile  for  the  purpoee  of 
placing  in  i^e  mmds  of  the  banker  SaleGh,  the  brother  of  the 
old  merohant  Hasdhim,  Üie  half  of  the  f  oitune  of  the  danghter 
of  Thomas. 

In  Memphis  all  was  still  quiet,  and  to-day  everything  that 
came  under  his  obscrration  seemed  more  than  ever  worn  out, 
decayed,  slnggisb  and  dilapidated ;  all  seemed  ready  to  fall  into 
ruins,  while  on  the  opposite  nide  of  the  river,  in  the  youthful 
and  vigoroiis  Fostat,  be  found  cver}i,liiug,  whercvcr  lie  tumed 
his  eyes,  in  a  state  of  wakeiul,  stirrmg,  and  growia^  activity. 

LiToliiiitarily  he  compared  the  oM  city  of  the  Pharaohs  oe- 
hind  him  to  a  decaying  miimmy^  and  the  new  residence  of  die 
Commander  Amr  to  a  luBty  youth. 

Here  everything  was  in  motion^  ever  busy,  ever  active. 

The  banker,  like  all  Mussulmen,  had  risen  early,  "  so  soon 
as  one  could  distinguish  a  white  from  a  black  thread,"  to  offpi* 
up  his  first  praycr;  and  Orion  found  liim  employed  in  counting 
roUs  of  gold  and  silver;  and  it  was  wonderful  ^vith  what  rapid- 
ity,  accuracy,  and  cleverueöä  the  Arabiaii  completed  the  buBi- 
iiGöä  transactiou  for  Orion  and  Niluö,  who  had  acconipanied 
him.  Wheiever  he  looked  he  sav  nothing  bnt  bright  eyes, 
strong,  bold  and  enterprising  coimtenaiicee.  Ko  stooping 
ehonMers,  no  bended  necks,  no  slothf  ul  brooding,  no  gloomy, 
himible  glances,  such  as  met  his  eye  on  eyeryhand  in  hänatlTO 
town  across  the  river. 

Here  in  Fostat  his  blood  seemed  to  couise  more  freely  throngh 
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his  veins^  ihere  hie  yery  existence  seemed  to  ojmrefls  and  weigli 
him  down#  Everytliing  attracted  him  to  the  .^rabians. 

The  ahop  of  the  banker,  as  all  other  business-stalls  in  Uie 
8uk  or  marKet-place  of  Eostat,  coiisisted  of  a  wooden  inclosure, 
within  which  the  merchant  and  his  Clerks  waited  for  patrons. 
From  the  open  sido  of  this  inclosure,  facing  the  strcot,  they 
would  converse  with  their  patrons,  who,  when  the  matter  of 
business  seemed  likely  to  last  a  long  time,  were  invited  to  rest 
themselves  upuu  the  counter.  Orion  and  NIIils  had  complied 
with  au  mvitation  of  this  naturc,  aud  while  they  were  seated  in 
f ull  view  of  all  paseers-by,  and  were  engaged  in  conversation 
with  the  banker^  the  negro,  Wekfl  Obada,  who  the  eyening 
before  had  bo  deeply  aroueed  the  resentment  of  the  govemor's 
ßon,  again  passed  by  close  to  the  banker*s  booth.  To  his  great 
astoniäment  he  received  the  most  friendly  greeting  from  him> 
and  mindfiil  of  tlie  waming  of  the  Commander  -  in  -  cliiof, 
although  it  required  great  self-control,  Orion  acknowlcdged  the 
salutation  of  the  detestabie  man.  When  Oba^la,  however, 
passed  by  the  booth  for  the  sccond  and  ihM  time  lic  feit  that 
he  was  being  watciied;  however,  it  was  possible  that  the  Wekil 
might  also  haye  business  with  the  banker  and  was  only  await- 
inff  his  tnm. 

axA  Orion  was  soon  to  f orget  this  meeting^  for  f ar  more 
weighty  matters  were  awaiting  him  at  home. 
As  it  of  ten  happened,  the  death  of  a  single  man  (aLthough 

his  honse  by  his  departure  was  made  neither  richer  nor  poorer, 
and  although  during  his  last  days  his  unobtrnsive  control  had 
been  scarcely  obsorved)  had  changed  Iiis  honse  conipletely  and 
almost  beyond  recogiiition.  The  rooms,  before  so  füll  ol  lifo, 
seemed  now  forsaken  and  dead.  The  halls  were  no  longer  füll 
of  petitioncrs  and  complainants;  and  according  to  an  ancient 
custom  all  who  came  to  offer  sympathy  and  condolence  had 
been  receiyed  on  the  day  f ollowin«  tne  borial. 

The  noisy  housekeepmg  of  Lady  Nephoris,  her  commands, 
and  the  clinking  of  her  keys,  were  no  longer  to  be  lieard  about 
the  honse.  for  slie  lield  lierself  aloof  from  all;  and  when  she 
was  not  at  chiu-eh,  whieli  she  now  rogularly  visited  twicc  a  day, 
she  AN  ould  withdraw  to  her  Chamber  or  to  tlie  fountain-rooxa^ 
whieli  had  been  her  husband^s  favorite  resting-place. 

With  the  same  tired  and  iinsyin])athetio  oxpression  with 
which  she  entered  the  honse  of  (i(jd  she  wo  nid  return  home,  and 
whoever  had  seen  her  lying  ujjon  the  divan  wliich  her  deceased 
hnsband  had  formerly  occupied,  with  a  wearied  and  gloümy 
stare  in  her  eyes,  coula  with  difiiculfyhaye  recognized  the  onoe 
80  tendier  and  actiye  wif  e.   She  did  not  seem  to  be  monnüng 
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or  longiüg  for  her  husband.  aiul  as  thougli  she  had  on  the  day 
of  Iiis  death  and  of  Iiis  buiial  forever  exhausted  her  tears,  she 
had  none  left  for  her  woe.  She  had,  however,  not  been  able 
to  attain  that  Btate  of  grief  which  is  consecrated  bv  tender 
memories,  and  in  which  comfortmg  angels  of ten  mix  a  few 
sweet  drops  after  the  first  piercing  sorrow  lias  been  overcome. 
She  feit  and  knew,  however,  that  with  her  husband  a  part  of 
her  own  existonce  had  been  torn  from  her,  but  she  ha<:l  not  yet 
leamed  tliat  this  })art  contaiiicd  notliing  less  thon  the  essential 
conditions  of  licr  inner  aiul  out  er  lifo. 

Her  own  father  aiid  Üm  fallier  of  her  husband  had  been  the 
first  nien  in  Memphis,  nay,  even  in  all  Egypt.  Proud,  happy, 
with  a  heart  füll  of  love,  she  had  bestowed  her  band  u])ün  the 
Bon  of  Menas.  He  in  conjunction  with  her^  not  he  alone^  had 
attoined  to  the  highest  honors  that  oonid  be  reached  bj  an 
Egyptian ;  and  she  had  exertod  all  her  powers  to  maintain  bim. 
in  his  inuch-envied  position,  and  to  enable  him  to  fiU  it  with 
dignity  and  honor.  After  many  jcars  of  unusual  happiness 
the  sorrow  over  the  assa^ssination  of  (lieir  sons  had  only  boimd 
thoso  two  lioarts  moro  flrinly  logellior,  and  wlien  hör  husband 
feil  a  victim  to  incurabie  .sickiiess,  slie  joyfully  shared  his  con- 
finement,  devotod  iierself  whoUy  to  nurpiiii^  him,  and  shared 
with  liim  the  doubtö  and  carcs  that  Iiis  political  couduct  had 
called  into  Uf c. 

The  conscioufiness  that  to  him  ehe  was  not  only  much,  bnt 
ererything^  was  her  joj  and  her  pride.  The  ayemon  that  ehe 
folt  for  Paola  was  dne,  first  of  all,  to  the  discovery  iliat  she, 
Ne|)lioris,  was  no  longer  indispensable  to  her  soffenng  husband 

when  he  was  enjoying  the  society  of  his  prctty  young  niece. 
And  now!  Alas,  nowl  When  she  awoke  in  the  6leo]i1('?s 
night  fi-om  a  light,  restless  slumber,  she  would  inYoluiitariiy 
hsten  für  those  gcntle,  irregulär  respiratioiis,  and  still  tliere 
was  no  bosoni  near  her,  rising  and  famng  pcriotlically  AVhen 
ßhe  left  her  lonely  couch  in  the  carly  morning  the  approachiug- 
daj  seemed  to  her  only  an  empty  desert  yoid  of  Vegetation. 

By  däy  and  by  night  she  orten  tried  to  smnmon  before  her 
mind  the  pictore  of  the  dead  man;  yet  until  recently,  as  often 
as  her  feeble  Imagination  had  succeeded  in  depicting  him,  she 
had  Seen  him  only  in  tho  last  few  moments  of  his  life,  seen 
him,  hcard  him,  with  tho  cni*se  of  his  own  »on  npon  his  trom- 
hVu]^^  Ups.  This  fri^^ditful  rocolloction  destroyed  her  last  and 
only  consolation  ,  tho  tender  ronionibrance  of  her  only  child,  and 
a  proud  and  joyous  satisfaction  in  him.  Iler  son,  who  until 
recently  hikl  been  the  idul  of  hör  soid,  now  seemed  to  bo  brand- 
ed  with  a  mark  of  shame  and  disgrace,    The  bürden^  which 
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tho  most  jiist  of  all  the  Just  liad  iniposed  npon  Orion,  .-hould 
not  liave  bceii  ovorlookcd  Ly  lier.  J nstead  of  drawiiig  liim  to 
her  lieart  wilh  doulik-  teudüriiess  and  attompting  to  lossen  and 
alloviate  thal  solenin  and  awful  thing  tliat  Iiis  father  liad  iu- 
liicted  upon  lüin,  she  did  notliing  but  lameut. 

When  Orion  came  to  see  her  she  would  stroke  his  cnrly  hair, 
and  because  ehe  did  not  desire  to  wound  his  feelings  and  make 
him  more  nnhappy  than  he  would  othe^^M^so  he  she  neither 
censured  him  nor  admonished  him,  nor  reminded  him  of  the 
curse  of  his  father.  And  how  destitnte  was  this  illiberal  heart, 
tliat  had  been  wont  to  lavi.^i  all  tho  lovo  it  2)os.sossod  upou  a 
ißw,  nay,  npon  one  singlo  nljjcct  that  now  no  longer  existed. 

The  joyous  voices  of  clükhen  had  boen  a  welcome  öound  in 
the  honse  so  long  as  they  did  not  disturb  her  sufTering  hus- 
band;  now  they  too  wcre  ßilent,  and  she  had  withdrawn  lier 
lovo  from  her  own  granddaughter,  who  had  received  some 
small  portion  of  the  sunshine  of  her  narrov  love;  slight,  poor 
Üttie  Maria  to  bear  the  blame  of  that  terrific  thing  that  had 
ha])p>'iuM]  to  Orion  and  her  during  the  last  moments  of  her 
husband's  life!  Yes,  the  insane  idea  had  become  fixed  in  the 
irritated  mind  of  iho  sorrowing  woman  tliat  tlio  cliild  \\  as  the 
evii  geuias  o£  the  house^  and  an  implemeut  in  the  hauds  o£ 
Satan. 

8ince  day  before  yesterday  Nephoris  had  had  a  few  better 
liours'.  During  the  slceplessnesy,  that  had  begun  to  torment 
her  like  some  bodily  pain,  she  suddenly  remcmbered  what  won- 
derf ul  relief  the  little  white  pills  of  opmm  had  afforded  her  de- 
oeased  husband,  and  especially  against  sieeplessness;  and  a  vial 
füll  of  these  pills^  that  had  scarcely  beon  opentd^  was  near  at 
hand.  Was  she  not  suffering  unspeakable  woes?  Why  should 
she  hesitafee  to  iise  a  remedv  that  had  alleviated  in  such  a  won- 
dcrfiü  manner  her  husband's  pain?  Tt  was  faid  tliat  tho  pills 
wotdd  be  very  mjm'ious  if  usod  too  k)ii<j^  or  too  frc'(|iiently;  and 
sho  had  often  prevontid  her  husbaiid  from  resoitiiin;  to  thom 
too  often;  but  would  it.  hv  porfsible  to  muke  her  sulTiTiiig  niore 
intense?  Ou^ht  slie  not  to  bestow  her  gratcful  thajiks  upon 
the  medicme  if  it  vonid  sborten  her  miserable  existence? 

And  so  ehe  made  nse  of  the  valnable  medicine  at  first  with 
hesitation,  then  morefroquently;  but  onthe  second  dayalready 
■with  true  zest  and  joyous  cxpectation,  for  it  had  not  only 
brought  her  a  peacefiü  night,  but  had  bestowed  upon  her  on 
tlio  foUowing  moniing  a  great  benefit;  for  her  deceascd  hus- 
baiid had  a])])eared  to  her  for  the  first  time  since  hi.s  death,  not 
as  o!ii>  utti'i  iiig  terrible  curscs,  but  as  a  young  and  hap]\v  man. 

Iso  oue  iu  the  houae  kaew  what  means  of  consolatiou  the 
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widow  had  found;  and  tlio  doetor  and  her  son  had  rejoiced 
yesterday  tr>  find  her  more  coin])o.^ed. 

When  Orion  returned  homc  alter  tlie  compleiioii  of  his 
transaction  with  the  banker  at  Fostafc,  he  was  compelled  to 
■  f orce  his  waj  tiirough  a  larse  crowd  that  had  assembied  be- 
töre the  gate,  and  he  found  the  couit  füll  of  people  and  the 
guard  and  domestics  in  a  grcut  state  of  excitement.  No  less  a 
personale  thaii  the  patriarch  had  arrived  on  a  viait  at  the  pal- 
are  of  the  ^oyernor,  and  was  at  prcsent  being  roceivod  by  his 
niDtlier.  Ho  wjis  iiifonned  by  the  chief  stewanl.  Sf^bck,  that 
he  had  iiiquired  alter  hini,  und  that  Lady  Xepiions  desired 
him  to  eome  immediatelv  to  her  apartments  and  pay  his  rever- 
ericc  to  the  most  Iloly  1  alher. 

**  She  wishes  that?"  asked  the  youiig  man  ;  and,  ihrowmg  his 
travehng  hat  to  a  ^^hive,  remaiued  iiresohitely  standmg. 

He  was  too  mucii  a  child  of  his  tinie,  and  the  Church  and 
its  servants  had  exercised  too  great  an  inlluence  upon  his  educa- 
tion  for  him  not  to  lock  upon  the  visit  of  the  great  prelate  as  a 
high  honor.  But  he  could  not  forget  the  cushonor  that  had 
been  inflicted  irpon  his  &ther'8  memory;  he  oonld  not  foraet 
the  waming  of  the  noble  Arabian  general  to  beware  of  we 
emnitv  of  Benjamin^  and  Bo^  he  said  to  himself,  it  might  per- 
haps  be  better  to  avoid  a  conversation  with  the  mighty  man 
•  than  to  expose  himself  tothedangor  of  losing  his  seif -command 
during  such  a  conversation^  and  of  giying  nouriehment  to  his 
own  revsentment. 

But  no  choice  was  to  be  ieft  him,  for  the  ecclesiasticai  princc 
at  this  moment  emerged  from  the  fountaiu-room  into  the 
viriäarium.  His  tall,  aged  figure  was  erect;  snow-whit^e  hair 
covered  his  proud  head,  and  his  white  beard  feil  in  gentle 
wayelets  deep  down  npon  his  breast  The  sharp  glance  of  his 
powerful  eyes  rested  upon  the  young  man,  in  vnom>  although 
he  had  last  seen  him  as  a  boy,  he  at  onee  recognized  the  master 
of  the  honse.  As  Orion  bt  iit  lowbefore  him  tho  patriarcli  joy- 
fully  exciaimed,  in  a  deeply  sonorons  Toice,  out  of  whidi  a 
gerene  dignitj  spoke: 

**  Welcome,  son  of  my  never-to-be-forgotten  friend!  The 
child,  m  I  sce,  has  grown  into  a  magnificeut  man.  T  have  just 
bestowed  npon  tlie  niotlici-  a  i'cw  moments,  and  now  it  be- 
hooveth  mc  to  discu^^s  with  the  son  what  ncccssity  suggests." 

'J'o  my  father's  oftice!^'  exclainicd  Orion  to  the  rhief  f?tew- 
ard,  while  hc  Icd  tho  way  for  tlic  j)alriareh  in  tlie  formal,  beck- 
oning  manner  of  the  chamberlains  of  the  imperial  court. 

BSoie  the  patriarch  f oUowed  him  he  made  a  sign  to  his  at- 
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tendants  to  reaaan.  behind  and  await  hie  retum^  and  as  Boon 
as  the  room  was  closed  he  approached  Orion,  and  exciaimed: 

Welcome  again I  Tliis,  theu,  is  the  grandson  of  the  brave 
Menasand  the  son  of  ihc  Mukaukas  Georiri-.  the  beloved  idol 
of  my  Memphiau  lambs,  who  was  first  and  cbief  in  the  giddy 
danoc  of  tlio  frolden  }()ütli  in  Coiistantiiiople!  A  raro  niastcr- 
])iece  für  an  Egyptiau  Uhrißtian.  Bufc  first  of  all,  my  son,  lirst 
of  all  your  liandT' 

Witb  i\Ü6  lu'  (  xtonded  to  liim  liisright  band,  and  Onou  took 
it,  but  not  wilhüLit  hesitation,  for  in  thewurdö  of  the  patriarch 
tbere  was  an  ecbo  of  geutle  reproacb,  and  he  asked  bimself 
vhether  this  man  vaa  leally  bo  sinoere  and  honest  that  he  coiüd 
f  rom  the  hottom  of  his  heart  address  him>  like  his  parents,  as 
"  my  son?''  To  refuse  his  prolTered  hand  was  impossible;  but 
he  f ound  courage  to  reply  to  bim : 

Your  wisb,  boly  father,  it  is  my  duty  to  obey;  however,  I 
do  not  know  whcthcr  it  is  boooming  for  a  son  to  peize  the  hnnä 
of  an  eiifiiiy  whom  even  tlio  all-oqniilizinii;  liaiid  of  cleatli  ctaihl 
not  ap])('as(',  wboinflicted  upon  his  fatlierj  the  bravest  of  iiien, 
and  with  iiim  upou  bimself  in  the  cburcb-yai'd  at  the  gravethe 
beaviest  uutrage  and  di&grace.'* 

At  these  words  the  patriarch  shook  Ins  head  witb  a  superior 
smile,  laid  his  hand  on  Orients  shonldeii  at  the  touch  of  which 
his  blood  boiled,  and  with  friendly  eamestness,  said: 

To  a  Christian  it  is  not  difücult  to  forgiye  an  offender,  an 
Opponent,  an  enemy;  and  it  afforde  bim  joy  to  pardon  a  son 
wbo  feels  bimself  injured  in  tbe  soul  of  bis  own  father,  how- 
ever imprudent  and  foolish  his  animosity  may  be.  Your 
anger,  my  son,  can  not  alfect  mc  any  more  than  tbe  Most  Hii^fh 
in  beaven;  and  it  would  not  eveu  bc  ctnsurable  if  it  wcre  not 
— but  of  tliis  we  sball  speak  later — if  it  were  not — yes  liear  me 
now — if  it  were  not  so  evident  from  your  manner  and  oehavior 
what  you  lack  before  you  can  be  a  true  Christian  or  such  a  man 
as  he  should  be  whom  Qod  has  placed  in  so  exalted  a  position 
in  a  land  that  is  under  the  sway  of  unbelieyers.  You  know 
what  I  mean?^' 

With  this  tbe  prince  of  the  Churcb  let  Ins  hand  fall  fi  om  the 
young  man\s  slionldcr.  looked  at  bim  inquisitively,  and  as 
Orion,  witlioiit  responding  to  bim,  withdrew  a  few  Steps,  the 
old  man  ex(  lainied,  with  increasing  zcal: 

It  is  huniility,  my  friend,  an  humble,  pious  faith  that  I 
mis.s  Iii  von.    Wlio  aiu  Ir    Ikit  as  tlie  vicegercnt  and  niouth- 

Siece  01  Hirn  before  whom  we  arc  all  but  as  worms  of  the 
ust.   I  must  demaiid  that  every  one  who  calls  bimself  a 
Christianj  a  Jacobite,  shall  submit  to  my  will  and  command 
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wifhont  Üiinking  or  obiecting^  and  as  nnresistmgly  and 
obediently  as  ihotigh  weal  or  woe  had  been  sent  upon  him 
from  above.  What  would  become  of  us  were  each  individual 
to  think  himself  authorized  to  bid  me  defiancc  and  to  go  bis 

owfi  way?  A  pitiablo  people  this  would  be;  aiidwith  the  death 
of  tlie  anfcd,  who  still  cling  to  tlie  old  faith,  the  doctrine  of  the 
8aviüur  would  van ish  aloriL^  this  t^tiviim,  and  instcad  of  tlio 
cro^^  fhe  crescent  would  yhine  fortli  in  briliianfv,  aiid  there 
uould  i)e  licard  lamcntations  in  heavenuver  so  man \' lost  souls. 
Leani  to  be  humble,  learn  tu  bend  to  the  will  of  the  Most  lligh 
and  of  His  vicegerent  upon  earth^  defiant  boy,  and  show  in 
your  behavior  toward  me  how  far  your  own  judgment  can 
reach.   You  oonsider  me  an  enemy  oi  your  father? 

Tes!^'  replied  Orion^  firmly. 

"  And  I  loTed  Mm  like  my  own  brother/'  said  tiie  prelate, 
in  tender  tones.  Ah,  how  gladly  would  I  have  covered  his 
cofiin  witb  the  palms  of  peaoe,  such  as  the  Church  alone  can 
offer,  and  wept  bitter  t^ars. 

"  A^ifl  yet  you  denied  him,  whom  von  call  fricnd,''  cx- 
claimcd  Urion,  "  wliat  tho  Oliurch  docs  not  rel'iiJ^o  evon  to  tho 
thief  and  niiirderLi-,  jjrovided  that  he  strove  for  the  iorgiveness 
oi'  hi.s  sins  aud  rüteived  it  from  tho  mouth  of  the  priest,  avS — 

"  As  yonr  father  did!*'  Faid  Ihe  old  man,  iiiternipting  liim. 
**  Happy  he  that  he  dicll  llc  may  at  this  niomcnt  be  gazing 
upon  the  glory  of  lliu  Most  lligh.  And  üLill,  still  I  forbado 
the  clergy  to  show  him  honors  at  the  grave.  Why?  bv  reason 
of  what  imperative  grounds  did  this  order  prooeed  from  the 
mouth  of  a  fiiend  against  his  friend?'* 

Because,^^  replied  Orion^  you  desired  to  brand  him  be- 
f  ore  all  the  world  as  the  man  who  gave  aid  and  assistance  to 
the  unbelieyers^  and  enabled  them  to  reap  the  victory/' 

*'Ah!  see  how  aocurately  the  human  heart  can  be  read!'' 

exclaimed  the  prelate,  and  he  cast  upon  the  youth  a  glanoe  in 
which  mild  displeasure  was  mixed  with  ßcornful  applause. 

Very  well,  then,  my  boy.  Let  us  assume  that  I  desired  to 
make  phiin  to  Christians  in  Memphis  what  awaits  him  who 
gives  up  his  comitry  to  the  enemy.  and  advaTices  band  in  band 
with  the  unbelievers.    Would  1  not  liave  been  in  the  right?" 

"  Did  my  father  invitethe  Arabiansto  Egypt?^'  interrupted 
tho  youlh. 

**  No,  son,''  cried  the  bidiop,  the  enemy  came  of  their 
own  acoord.  '* 

"And  you,'*  said  Orion,  again  interruptin^,  **predicted 
|rom  the  o^rt,  whither  you  hiä  been  banished  by  the  Greeks^ 
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Üiat  they  wonld  come  and  ovcrthrow  the  Greek  Melchitiait 

enemies  of  our  faith  and  drive  them  from  this  land/' 

^'  The  Lord  spoke  that  through  me,"  the  old  man  added, 
utkI  liurnbly  bowed  his  head.  And  otlvr  tliinp^s  were  rc- 
Ycaled  to  me  as  1  mortified  my  bcxly  in  the  biirning  rays  of  the 
desert  siin.  Beware,  beware,  my  son!  Heed  my  warning,  in 
Order  that  it  may  not  be  fultilled,  and  the  house  of  Monas  dis- 
appear,  like  clouds  dispersed  hy  a  cyclone!  Your  father,  I  am 
aware,  gave  my  prophecy  the  interpretation,  as  thouÄh  I  had 
advised  him  to  use  the  unbelievers  as  instnuaents  in  tne  hands 
of  the  Most  High^  for  i^e  purpose  of  ezpelling  the  Melchitian 


**  Your  prophecy,'*  oontmned  the  young  man,  certamly 
made  a  deep  impression  up  on  my  father,  and  when  tlie  cause 
of  the  emperor  and  of  the  Greeks  had  been  lost,  yonr  declara- 
tion  that  the  Melchitcs  vrcrc  jnst  as  much  nnbelievers  as  the 
foUows  of  Islam  aöorded  him  great  consolation,  for  von  well 
know  that,  if  any  one  had  good  cause  to  hate  them  he  liad,  l)e- 
cause  they  had  mnrdered  his  two  noble  sons.  What  then  was 
done  he  did  in  Order  to  save  Iiis  and  your  brotherü  and  prote- 
gees  from  destruction,  and  here — ^here  in  this  desk  lies  the  an- 
swer  that  he  made  to  the  Greek  embassy  in  reply  to  the  re- 
proaches  of  the  emperor  when  he  was  callä  to  acconnt  in  this 
very  room.  He  wrote  it  down  immediately  after  tiieir  deparfc- 
ure:  will  yon  listen  to  what  he  says?'* 
I  can  gucss  its  contents, " 

"No,  no!"  cried  the  young  man,  who,  greatly  agitaied^ 
opcned  witb  liksty  hands  his  fatlier's  desk,  and  with  one  grasp 
drew  forth  a  wax  tai)let  and  exclaimed: 

**  Thus  reads  his  reply. "    Then  he  read  aloud: 

"  These  Arabians,  ^vith  tboir  insigniticant  numbers,  are 
ßtronger  and  mightier  than  we  willi  our  multitudes;  one  of 
their  men  is  equal  to  a  hnndrcd  of  ours,  for  they  court  death, 
which  is  dearer  to  them  than  lii'c.  Every  one  of  them  presses 
forward  in  the  fight,  and  they  have  no  longing  to  return  to 
their  friends  at  home.  For  every  one  of  ns  they  can  Mll  they 
expect  a  great  reward  in  heayen,  and  they  declare  that  if  they 
fall  in  war  the  g^ates  of  paradise  will  open  to  admit  them. 
They  have  no  wish  on  earth,  and  are  content  if  only  their 
most  ])ressing  nccessitics  in  the  way  of  food  and  clothing  are 
satisüed.  We,  on  the  ollicr  band,  are  fond  of  life  and  sliiiddor 
at  the  thought  of  dealh;  ho \v  can  wo.  then,  liuld  our  ground 
against  them?  T  toll  von  tbjit  I  shaü  not  break  the  peace  that 
1  have  made  witii  Liic  ^Uabians — ** 
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And  what  does  this  ansver  prave  mterrapted  ihe  Patri- 
arch, shrugging  his  Shoulders. 

*'That  my  fathcr  found  himself  compelied  to  conclade 
pcaco,  and  tliiit  he — but  let  iis  read  fiirmer — that  he,  as  a 
prudent  man,  hiid  to  extend  bis  hand  to  tho  enemy. 

**  An  eiR'iny  to  whom  hv  vnluntarilj  yielded  and  ßhowed 
groater  honor  thau  was  IjocoininfT  for  him,  a  Oliristiaiil  iJoes 
not  this  discourse  soiind  it  tho  joys  oI  paradibo  awaited  iiono 
but  Our  damned  and  blood-thirsty  conquerors?  And  the  para- 
dise  of  the  Mussulman!  What  is  it  other  than  a  pool,  within 
which  the  camal  appetites  can  revel  in  sensuous  enjoyments? 
Tlie  falise  prophet  invented  it  for  the  pnrpofie  of  leadiug  on  his 
foUowers  to  impose  his  falBe  doctrine  upon  one  nation  aftcr  aii- 
other  by  means  of  for(^e  and  with  a  mad  contempt  of  dcath. 
Our  Saviour  came  down  upon  earth,  as  the  word  bocome  fiosli, 
and  won  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men  by  the  convincing  jjow  er 
of  the  actual,  only,  and  et^rnal  truth,  that  procceded  from 
Him,  as  the  hght  from  ihe  buh;  but  this  Mohammed,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  a  sword  become  flesh!  I  too  have  for  the  jpres- 
ent  no  other  resource  than  to  Bubmit  to  superior  foroe,  but  I 
can  hate  and  detest  their  insane  delusion  that  leads  the  souls  of 
men  astray,  and  I  do  and  shall  continue  to  do  6o  as  long  as 
this  heart  shall  continne  to  beat,  and  the  sooner  it  shall  cease 
to  beat  the  better.  But  you?  And  your  father?  Verily, 
verily,  he  that  for  one  second  loses  his  hatred  for  false  doc- 
trines  and  nnbelief  has  been  guüty  of  a  shi  airainst  tlie  only 
true  faith  and  against  him  that  proclaims  it,  for  Iiis  wholü  üfe  ad 
well  on  this  side  of  the  grave  as  beyond.  With  his  criminal  and 
weak  praises  of  the  piety  and  moderation  of  the  enemy,  tliu 
butchers  of  body  and  bouI,  the  corporate  antichiist,  your  fa- 
ther prolaned  his  heart  and  tongue— '* 

"  Prolaned repeatod  the  youth,  and  his  checks  became 
crimson.  He  kept  them  both  pure  and  worthy  of  all  honor; 
for  an  nntruth  never  crossed  his  lips.  Justice,  justice  toward 
all,  even  toward  an  enemy,  that  was  the  characteristio,  tlic  rnle 
of  conduct  of  liir^  blameless  life,  and  the  nobk'st  aniong  the 
herithenisli  (ii-cL'krf  bcstowed  their  admiration  upon  Iiini,  who 
cüuld  rccoi^nize  even  in  an  enemy  whatover  was  grand,  just 
and  beautifui." 

"  And  they  were  light,"  said  the  p,triarch;  **  for  they  wer© 
not  yet  in  the  posseesion  of  the  trutn.  In  worldly  matters  all 
of  US  might  well  striyeto  Imitate  them  to-day;  yet  he  that  for- 

fives  him  who  attacks  the  great  truth,  that  constitutes  the 
read,  flesh  and  wine  of  cur  Christian  souls,  is  guüty  of  a  sin 
against  this  truth«  and  i£  he  happens  to  be  a  leader  of  the  mul- 
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titudes,  lic  allures  thorcwifch  those  "who  look  up  to  him  and  only 
too  williiigly  i'oUow  his  example  into  the  fire  that  is  never 
qiienchcd.  ^\'here  your  fathcr  shoiiM  liave  been  an  enemy, 
lending  luiwilling  obcdicnce,  he  bccaiue  an  ally,  and,  as  far  a.^ 
the  cliiel'  of  the  unbehevers  is  coucerued — it  has  cost  me  bitter 
tears — he  became  his  friond.  And  alas!  for  oiir  people  that 
such  should  havo  been  tiiLii  chief,  for  in  accordance  therewith 
they — merciful  God  for^ive  their  seducers! — have  ordercd  their 
owu  behavior.  Manj  mousaiids  have  fallen  away  from  our 
blessed  tsath  and  gone  over  to  those  who  in  their  eyes  conld  not 
be  proiligacy  itseS^  could  not  be  damned«  beeause  they  sav 
their  wie©  and  just  goTemor  going  along  with  them  band  in 
band;  and  for  this  rcason,  aye,  for  tliis  rcason  alone,  I  did  not 
hesitate,  in  ordor  to  ATarn  the  people  who  wer e  being  led  n^tray, 
to  inflict  a  "wouiid  upon  my  own  heart,  to  raise  a  wariiing  ery 
over  the  grave  of  a  belovetl  fricnd,  and  to  deny  hini  the  honor 
and  the  Tblessing  which  he,  by  a  virtuoiiö  aud  upright  lifo  in 
tliis  World,  wuö  far  niore  worthy  of  than  thousands  of  otlierij. 
I  haye  spoken^  and  now  you  must  dismiss  yonr  fooliah  reaent- 
ment^  now  you  will  take  tiie  hand^  which  the  Shepherd  of  the 
bouIb  of  his  people  again  offers  to  you,  willingly  and  with  an 
appeaeed  heart. " 

Again  the  old  man  extcnd^  his  hand  to  Orion;  he,  howeyer, 
again  took  it  with  hesitation,  and  in  doing  so,  instiad  of  look- 
ing  the  ecclcsiastical  prince  in  the  face,  lic  turiu'd  his  eyes  upon 
the  iloor  with  an  expression  o£  confusion  and  sadness  upon  his 
countenance. 

Bnt  the  patriarch  seemed  not  to  obäcrve  the  young  man's 
hesilancy  and  pressed  his  hand  heartily.  He  then  tumed  the 
conrersation  upon  Orion's  suffering  mother,  the  letrogression 
of  Memphis,  upon  the  future  plans  of  the  young  man,  and 
finally  upon  the  precious  stones  which  his  father  had  be- 
queathed  to  the  Ghurch. 

The  conversation  continued  quietly  and  in  the  tone  of 
ßociablc  good  humor.  The  prelate  was  now  Beated  in  the  re- 
clining  rhair  of  the  deceased,  and  it  sounded  natural  and  art- 
less  that  he  should,  in  praising  the  jewels,  inquire  after  the 
large  emerald. 

Orion  repHed  in  like  tone  that  this  jewel  did  not  properly 
belong  to  the  bequest;  but  the  prelate  was  of  a  different 
opinion. 

All  that  had  tormented  and  alarmed  Orion  since  his  unfort- 
unate  visit  to  the  tablin  um  again  i  nietohfe  during  the  conrse 
of  this  conversation;  but  it  gavc  luiii  some  relief  tbat  neither 
his  mother  uor  Susannah  secnii^  to  have  informed  the  prelate 
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of  what  he  had  been  guilf  y  as  judge  on  account  of  tliis  stona 
The  widow  had  apparenily  kept  sileuce  about  the  matter,  in 
Order  not  to  liave  to  spoak  of  the  fuho  testimony  her  httie 
dancfhtcr  had  iriTOTi;  biit  hnweasilymiglittheseacciirsed  thinsrs 
conie  to  ihe  ears  uf  the  strict  olrl  mim,  and  fo  it  seciued  tn  tlio 
guilty  man  that  no  Siicrifice  ^sould  be  luo  great  in  ordn-  lo  gcfc 
rid  oi  all  questiunings  abuut  thu  uufortunate  jeweL  He,  ihere- 
fore,  promptly  explained  that  the  emeraid  had  bceu  lost,  but 
dedared  himself  ready  to  replaoa  it  to  its  füll  value.  The 
Patriarch  might  estimate  its  value,  and  name  any  sum  he 
pleased,  of  which  ho  had  need  for  charitable  purposes,  and  he 
would  find  him,  Orion,  ready  to  pay  the  same  witliout  delay. 

Still  the  Patriarch  quietly  insisted  upon  Iiis  demand,  gave 
Orion  to  imdcrs-tand  that  he  exported  him  toliavo  zoalous!  search 
made  for  the  jewel,  and  deeiared  that  lic  coiisidered  ihr-  Farne 
the  property  of  the  Chnn*h,  and  thui  he  would,  with  detcr- 
niiiiution,  and  with  all  thu  uieans  in  his  power,  insist  upon  the 
delivery  of  the  stoue  so  soon  as  his  patience  was  eAhaueted. 

So  nothing  was  left  for  Orion  to  do  bnt  to  promise  to  con- 
tinue  the  search  for  the  lost  treaeure;  but  he  did  it  ill-natnred- 
ly  and  like  one  who  was  giving  in  to  an  nnreasonable  demand. 
Ät  first  the  patriarch  took  it  all  quietlj,  but  ]ater>  when  he 
arose  to  depart,  he  suddenly  changed  his  entire  manner  and 
Said,  in  a  serious  and  firm  tone : 

I  know  von  now,  son  of  tho  Mnkaukas  George,  and  as  1 
began,  eo  1  j?hall  oease.  Chrisiiaji  liumility  is  foreign  to  you, 
and  the  power  and  dignity  of  our  laith  is  uuknown  to  you,  l)ut 
you  are  also  ignorant  of  how  much  love  there  is  in  it,  and  what 
intense  anxiety  there  is  to  bring  back  the  wanderin?  sanner 
into  the  path  of  salvation.  Your  noble  mother  con&ssed  to 
me,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  upon  the  brink  of  what  precipice 
you  are  standing.  You  propo.se  to  join  your^elf  for  life  with  an 
mibeliever,  a  Melehite,  and  there  is  something  eise  that  alarms 
your  mother's  heart  and  tortures  her  with  reference  to  you  and 
your  happhiess.  She  confided  to  me  in  tlio  ehurch,  and  upon 
my  return  home  I  «liall  find  means  to  unravcl  ihii^  mystery; 
but  vorily,  whutevi  r  it  inay  be  it  can  not  lead  yoiir  .sonl  into 
grcatcr  danger  thau  a  uiiion  with  a  Melehite  would  do.  L'poii 
^niiat  iß  your  heart  hangiug?  Solely  upon  the  happiness  of 
this  earth!  You  are  wooing  the  heart  of  the  unbelieving 
daughter  of  an  unbelieving  heretio;  you  rode — ^listen  to  me 
further — ^you  rode  across  to  Fostat  and  oifered  yoiur  mind  and 
your  swovä — yesterday  'twas  done — to  tlie  unbelievers;  but  f, 
J,  the  phejiherd  of  my  floek,  shall  not  sutlVr  him  that  is  mosi 
QGbly  born^  mo&t  wealthy  and  by  tho  mcrc  souud  of  his  name 
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the  mögt  })owerfal  among  all  the  Jacobites,  to  lead  astiay  and 
carry  off  thousands  with  him.  I  posscss  both  the  power  and 
the  will  to  place  an  obstacle  in  the  path  of  so  great  ruin. 
Follow  me  or  you  will  repent  it  with  tears  of  blood. 

At  these  words  the  prulatc  expcotod  to  isce  Orion  beiid  his 
kneo  hcfore  hira,  but  he  did  not  fulfill  his  expor-tations,  but- 
kept  his  eyeö  üxed  upon  him,  dteply  movcd  and  urufcolute. 
Benjamin  continued  with  erer-increasing  yehemence: 

I  have  come  to  yon  to  raise  my  voice,  and  I  demand,  ay, 
I  command^  that  you  loosen  the  bond  that  ties  yoa  to  tke  enemy 
of  your  people,  and  of  yonr  faith,  there  across  the  riyer,  expel 
from  your  soul  the  love  you  feel  for  this  Melchitian  siren^  who 
threatcns  to  destroy  yonr  otornal  portion — " 

Up  to  this  j)oint  (iriuii  had  li^tt•ned  silently  and  with  bowed 
head  to  the  wamings  that  the  prince  of  the  Church  hiirled 
against  him  liko  cnrBOs;  now,  liowever,  his  vvliole  soiil  rebclUd, 
refused  him.  strength  to  restrain  himself,  and  m  a  iiigh  piiched 
Yoioe  he  intermptod  the  prelate: 

Never^  never — ^no,  never  shall  I  do  that!  BeTÜe  me  aa 
you  will !  What  I  am,  that  I  shall  remain,  a  true  member  of 
the  Church  to  whieh  my  fathers  belonged,  and  for  which  my 
brothers  died.  With  huniility  I  coufess  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
I  beUeTO  in  Him,  in  the  J  )ivme  One  who  died  to  rcdeem  us, 
and  who  brought  love  into  the  world.  Faith  i  n  lly  and  wit  h- 
out  deviation  I  shall  hold  fast  to  mine.  Kever  sliall  I  forsako 
her  who,  like  an  enibassador  from  God,  like  my  <i;ood  angel, 
has  taught  me  to  appreeiate  the  eanieiitnesö  and  dignity  of 
life,  and  whom  my  father  also  loved.  Yours  ia  the  power. 
Demand  from  me  what  is  reasonable  and  attainable^  and  I  shall 
attempt  to  control  myself  and  to  f ulfill  it;  but  to  become  faith- 
less  in  order  to  be  faithf ul  to  you,  tliat  I  will  and  can  never, 
never  do,  and  with  regaixl  to  the  Arabians — 

**Enongh!'*  interrnpted  the  prelate.  am  now  bound 

for  Upper  Eg}'pt,  and  upon  niy  retnrn  you  will  have  to  ehnovse. 
tJntil  then  I  will  give  you  timo  to  come  to  yourself,  to  retlec^t, 
and  1  commaudyou,  in  all  calmness,  forgetthe  Melchitian  girl. 
Your,  precisely  your  imion  with  an  heretical  w^omun  is  an 
abonmiation  that  could  never  be  endured.  Touching  your  re- 
lations  with  the  Arabians,  and  in  regard  to  the  ^uestion. 
whether  it  beoomes  you  in  your  position  to  acoept  duties  from 
them,  ve  eliall  bare  an  opportunity  to  speak  later.  When  I 
come  again,  if  yon  have  cometoamore  ponsible  conclusion 
with  rej^ard  to  this  woman — you  are  at  hberty  to  sue  for  the 
hand  of  any  Jacobito  woman  you  may  desirc— then  I  shall  talk 
to  you  in  a  dillerent  tone*   1  offer  you  thcu  my  friendsblp  md 
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aadstance,  iiiBtead  of  the  cnrse  of  the  Church  I  hold  oat  to 
you  her  ^ilessing,  the  mercy  and  graoc  of  the  Most  High,  an 
easy  and  piain  mid  into  tho  great  beyoiid,  und  the  ecstasy  of 
giving  freph  h'fe  to  the  alarmed  heart  of  your  deepiy  ailiicted 
mother.  My  hist  wonl  is:  you  mnst  give  up  the  womau,  from 
whom  you  have  nothiiiir  to  ox|H'ct  hut  rninr' 

I  oan,  and  will,  and  siiail  not  do  it,  neverthelessP'  replied 
Orion,  with  determination. 

Then  I  mnst  and  will^  and  shall  cause  you  to  feel  how 
heavy  is  the  cnrse  which  I  shall  hnrl  upon  yoor  head  if  the 
^  extremity  and  necesaity  arises!'' 

"  That  will  be  in  your  power,''  replied  Orion.  "  But  if  you 
decree  this  extreme  against  me,  then  you  will  force  me  to  seek 
tho  blessing,  for  whidfi  my  soul  intenßely  lonp"-^.  niore  intensely 
than  yoii  can  eonceivc — yes,  siro.  you  will  coniiH  1  me  to  seek 
the  happmefcä  1  need,  with  her,  whom  you  damn,  and  on  youder 
side  of  the  river." 

**  Dare  to  do  it!''  cried  the  patriarch,  and  left  the  room  witb 
glowing  cheeks  but  firm  step. 


OHAPTEB  XXm 

BENJAMIN 's  PAKEWELL. — A  STRANGE  CIIANOE  TAKES  PXACE 

IX  OKIOX. 

Orion  fomul  liimself  aione  in  tlie  caijacioiis  room,  and  it 
seemed  to  liini  as  t  liough  the  world  around  hini  were  vanish- 
ing  into  empty  nuüiingness  after  a  tempest  and  storm  In  the 
first  place  he  feit  only  that  soniething  territic  had  happened  to 
him  and  threatened  to  hurl  him  f ar  beyond  the  reach  of  all  be- 
fore  which  he  was  accnstomed  to  bow  and  toconsider  as  sacred. 

Por  the  honor  and  love  of  his  good  angel  he  had  dedared 
war  a^ainst  the  patriarcli,  and  tlie  power  of  this  man  was 
great,  liki'  his  presence.  Still  the  picture  of  his  beloved  in  the 
evo  of  tlie  vouth  towci-fd  high  and  Yiotorion«Iv  abovp  tlip  fc>rm. 
ol  tho  tearfid  old  man,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  his  fatlier 
was  an  al  1  y  iu  the  üght,  which  he  was  now  to  wage  alone,  and 
with  no  one  to  help  nim. 

And  now  the  youiig  mua  recalleil  with  the  help  of  his  power- 
f  nl  memoiy  and  active  mind  every  word  that  the  prelate  had 
spoken.  As  a  cat  toys  with  a  mouse^  so  had  the  old  man^ 
boiling  over  with  zeal  for  Iiis  faith,  toyed  with  him.  Ho  had 
sought  to  ßound  him  and  penetrate  his  very  heart  before  he 
camo  out  with  that  with  which  he  should  have  begun,  and  of 
which  he  had  fall  knowledge;  before  he  olfered  his  hand  for 
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the  ßist  time,  as  fhough  he  liad  in  Iiis  haart  no  aeriotiB  reproof 
for  him.  Orion  determined  to  hold  fast  lo  his  faith  without 
him,  and  not  to  suifer  the  two  other  highest  goods  of  the 
Christian's  soul,  love  and  hope,  to  be  lessened  through  him. 

It  appeared  that  as  tho!i<rh  by  a  mirar'le  bis  ni other,  in  spite 
of  her  bleediug  htai  t,  luul  Lold  the  ecclosiastical  prince  nothing 
Condom in«f  his  father's  ciirse,  and  what  an  iiibtrument  this 
would  ha  VC  Ixen  in  Benjamin's  band.  He  thoiight  with  deep 
sympaUiy  of  ihc  poor,  unfortunate  woman,  aud  then  a  sus- 
picion  took  possession  of  him  that  the  patriarch  had  retumed 
to  her,  to  complain  of  him  and  to  induce  her  to  make  further  . 
oonfessions. 

Quite  a  nnmber  of  minutes  had  elapsed  sinoe  the  withdrawal 
of  the  prelate,  and  Orion  had  permitted  his  noble  guest  to  go 
without  escorting  him.  and  this  must  attract  attention.  This 
violation  of  good  form,  of  tlie  uncoflifierl  law  of  society,  seemed 
to  the  son  of  an  old  and  respected  faniily,  wlio  had  drunk  in 
reispcct  for  such  Illings  with  his  mother's  milk,  au  iusult  to 
himself,  and  in  ordcr  to  rcniedy  bisoversight  he  started  abrupt- 
ly,  arrauged  hib  disordercd  liair,  aud  hastened  back  iuto  the 
viridarium» 

Here  his  sospicion  was  destined  to  he  confirmed»  for  the 
patriarch's  attendants  were  still  standing  hef ore  i^e  entrance 
to  the  fountaiu-chamber^  where  his  mother  was,  and  Benjamin 

was  just  issuing  forth  from  the  door. 

With  dignified  politeness,  aud  as  though  nothing  of  an  nn- 
fricTidly  naturc  hari  passod  bctween  Orion  andhimself,  the  old 
man  acrcpted  his  o!Tcr  of  attcjidauce. 

In  the  viridanutn  he  in(|uirod  of  his  young  hobt  ihe  naniea 
of  some  rare  plants,  and  advised  him  to  liave  a  caro  for  Uio 
setting  out  of  bliade-trees  upon  his  estates.  In  the  Vestibüle, 
by  the  pilaeters,  at  the  sides  of  the  lar^e  rear-door  there  stood 
the  statues  of  Truth  and  Justice,  both  magnifioent  works  of 
Aristeas  of  Alexandria,  who  had  lived  in  the  time  of  the  Em- 
peror  Hadrian.  Justice  bore  in  her  hands  a  balance  and  a 
sword,  white  Truth  was  looking  in  a  mirror.  As  the  patriarch 
approached  them  he  ezclaimed  to  the  priest  who  accompanied 
him : 

**  Still  there!"  Then  he  stopped,  and  turning  half  to  Orion 
and  half  to  the  priest,  said:  Your  fatlu  r,  as  I  perceive,  did 
not  regard  uiy  hmt,  that  these  lieaLhcuiüh  figures  did  not  be- 
long  in  a  Christian  house,  and  least  of  all  iu  oue  occupied  by  a 
public  officer.  \Ve,  indeed,  know  what  they  rtpi  usent,  out 
now  easüy  might  an  ignorant  man  mistake  the  woman  with  a 
mirror  for  Vanity  and  the  one  with  a  balance  for  Oorruption; 
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pay  wliat  we  demand,  otherwise — so  signifies  tlie  swoixl — other- 
wise  jour  lif e 

With  tliis  he  smiled,  aud,  advanciug,  quictly  remarked  to 
Orion: 

'^Wlien  I  come  again — you  remember,  I  presume — ^and 
these  representatioiis  of  ancii  nt  idolatrj  no  longer  offend  my 
eye,  I  shall  be  much  pleased. " 

Trutli  and  Justice,"  remarked  Orion,  with  subdued  voice, 
**  they  havc  stood  in  this  pla(^e  for  nearly  five  hundred  years^ 
and  have  exL  icist  d  their  sway  in  this  hoiise.'* 

It  were  niuro  glorious  and  more  commendiible  could  you 
aflQrm  that  of  llim  to  whom  alone  the  first  place  in  a  Christian 
house  belongs;  in  Iiis  kingdom  every  other  viriuo  thrives  of 
its  own  accord.  The  Christian  should  banish  from  his  dwell- 
ing  all  Images;  only  before  the  door  of  his  heart  he  Bhould 
place  upon  me  one  edde  faith,  u])on  the  other  hiunility/' 

They  had  reac  lied  tlie  court  and  were  now  standing  by  the 
eqtdpage  of  the  widow  Susannah.  Orion  assistcd  the  prelate  to 
ascend,  and  when  he  extendcd  his  band  to  him  to  kiss  in  the 
prescncc  of  sevoral  huTiflrfd  officials  and  slaves,  who  had  fallen 
upon  their  knees,  tlie  youiig  man  ])ressed  his  lips  to  it  gently. 

As  long  as  the  holy  man  gave  his  l)lessiiia;  to  llio  multitudo 
from  the  side  of  theopen  carriasreOrit  iii  i-eniained  .^tanding  with 
head  bowed  low;  he  then  hasteued  to  his  moLher. 

He  had  expected  to  find  the  unhappy  woman  exhausted  by 
reason  of  the  excitement  that  had  been  connected  with  the  pre- 
late's  vidt;  bnt  hefoimd  Kephoris  more  composed  than  he  nad 
ßcen  her  since  tlio  death  of  his  father;  her  eycs,  evem,  that  were 
otherwise  so  devoid  of  life,  now  gleamed  with  an  enthusiasm 
that  snrprij^cd  Orion.  "Was  slie  thinldng  of  his  father?  TTad 
the  Patriarch  succeeded  in  so  animating  her  pious  soul  that  it 
rose  as  it  were  above  itself  ? 

She  was  drcssed  to  go  to  cliurch,  and  asked  Orion  to  accom- 
pany  her,  after  she  had  spoken  with  enthusiasm  of  the  honor 
that  hiid  been  bestowed  upon  her  and  the  whole  liousc  by  the 
Visit  of  the  most  holy  &ther;  and  he^  althongh  he  had  planned 
veiT  different  tbings  for  the  next  few  hours,  promptly  accept- 
ed  her  invitatioQj  assisted  her  into  the  carriagc^  and  after  giy- 
ing  the  coachman  instractions  to  drive  slowly,  took  his  seat 
beside  her. 

On  the  way  he  asked  her  what  she  had  told  the  patriarch, 

and  her  answer  mie^ht  have  been  very  consoling  to  him,  but  ifc 
filled  him  with  the  most  serious  appreliensi(»ji  in  anotlier  direo 
tion.  The  mind  of  this  qidet  lacly,  at  other  times  so  sensible 
and  öober,  must  have  suffered  permanently  imder  the  weighi 
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of  her  misfortunc;  for  what  slie  said  was  coufused  aud  ünly 
half  intelligiblc^  but  one  thing  was  clear,  that  ahe  had  not  oan- 
Med  io  the  patriarch  the  curse  of  his  father.  The  ecdesias- 
tical  princG  must^  to  her  alBO>  have  oensured  the  behavior  and 

c-onduct  of  the  deoeased  man^  aud  that  had  doeed  her  lips. 
She  lamented  to  her  son  ihat  Benjamin  had  neyer  understood 

her  liusbaiid  ,  lliat  sho  wfis  eompellod  to  rcprcss  her  warm  de- 
sire  to  opeii  lier  lieart  to  him.  Jiiit  in  the  ehurch,  in  the  pres- 
ojicc  of  her  Kedeemcr,  she  wouid  succeed  in  letting  him  read 
her  lieart  like  an  open  book.  In  the  houseof  (iod — there  only 
— a  voiee  h;ul  told  her  could  she  find  salvation  for  herself  and 
son;  but  this  voice — she  hcard  it  by  day  and  by  night — and 
though  it  pained  to  cause  him  sorrow^  atiU  he  mnsf  hear  it; 
this  Toioe  did  not  oease  to  command  her  to  tear  asmider  the 
bond  betveen  him  and  the  Helchite.  Yesterday  she  thought 
it  was  her  eldcst  son  that  was  speaking  to  her,  he  who  died  for 
his  Jacobite  faith.  The  voice  sormded  like  his,  and  called 
aloud  to  lier  that  tlie  honsc  of  Menas  mnst  porisli  if  this  Mei- 
chite  were  to  make  tlie  jiure  blood  of  her  family  turbid.  And 
Benjamin  conlirmed  her  apprehensions,  and  had  retnrned  to 
her  for  the  sole  ])ur])0t>e  oi  adjuring  her  to  resist  the  Avicked 
love  of  Orion  for  the  daughtcr  of  ThonuiJ?  with  all  the  forcc  of 
her  maternal  authority;  and  as  the  patriarch  commanded  the 
same  thing  as  the  voioe^  it  mnst  come  hom  God^  and  she  was 
bomid  to  obey  it. 

The  old  hatred  for  Paula  had  appeared  again;  and  one  oonid 
tell>  from  her  voice,  that  it  beeame  tiorcer  and  fiercer  in  erery 
sentenoe  in  which  she  was  reminded  of  her. 

Orion  besought  ]wr  to  (xmtrol  herseif,  aiul  reminded  her  of 
the  consent  that  she  had  (Ayen  him  by  the  death-berl  of  bis 
father;  and  as  his  mother  commeneed  to  reply  to  Inni  with 
ßiffhs  and  lamentations,  they  arrived  before  the  ehurth  door. 
He  made  every  effort  to  quiet  her;  and  because  the  mild  and 
tender  tone  of  bis  voice  afforded  her  reUef  she  made  an  affec- 
tionate  sign  to  him  and  f  ollowed  him  into  the  ehurch.  Behind 
the  nartnex,  the  portioo  of  the  church>  where  near  a  small 
fountain  tfaree  penitents  were  lacerating  their  backs  with  lashes 
in  the  presence  of  the  people  entering  the  church  they  had  to 
separate;  for  the  ladies'  ])ews  were  divided  from  those  of  tho 
men  by  a  railinf]^  of  handsomely  car\^ed  woodwork.  As  Xe- 
phoris  approaehed  her  seat  she  s^enfly  shook  Iut  head,  now 
bowed  upon  her  breast.  She  thonu^ht  of  the  choice  that  had 
been  submitted  to  her  by  Orion,  either  to  hearken  tx)  the  com- 
mandä  of  the  patriarch  or  to  the  wishes  of  her  son.  llow  gladly 
would  she  have  seen  her  son  again  in  bright  spirits;  but  Ben- 
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jamin  had  threatened  her  wiih  the  lex»  of  her  heaTenlvblesBed- 
neee  if  ehe  diould  gire  her  ooueent  to  Orion's  marriage  with 

the  heretic  girl. 

Eternal  hapinaess,  however^  meant  for  her  the  finding  again 
and  the  posscssing  again  of  that  for  which  she  woiild  sacrifice 
her  son  and  all  eise  beaides  that  was  dear  to  her  without  a  mur- 
mur. 

Orion  witnessed  the  eervice  from  the  family  j)ew,  innnodiate- 
ly  in  front  of  the  Hekel  or  the  moöt  holy  place  where  the 
altar  stood,  and  from  which  the  priest  pcrformed  divinc  Serv- 
ice. It  was  sejiarated  from  the  threedivisionB  of  the  chief  nave 
by  a  partdtion  omamented  with  miserable  pictares  and  gilded 
decorations^  and  like  the  whole  striK  ture  made  neither  an  at- 
tractive  nor  haiidsome,  nor  even  an  edifying  impression.  'Jlio 
bafiiüca  that  had  been  originally  niagnificently  f  uniished,  had 
in  a  collision  betwee?!  t1ip  Jacobites  and  MeL  hites  been  })liin- 
dered  by  the  latter,  and  the  impovL'ri.shed  city  had  not  been 
able  to  restore  to  their  venerable  clmrcli  its  fcMiner  grandeur. 
Orion  looked  aboiit  hini  oii  all  sides,  biil  iioUiing  that  he  saw 
waö  calculated  to  inspire  or  to  increase  tlevotion. 

The  whole  cougrcgation  was  öbliged  to  witness  the  serrioe 
standüig;  and  as  it  usually  laated  a  yeiy  long  time,  not  onlj 
the  women  behind  the  railing,  bat  the  men^  too^  su])ported 
themselves  like  halt  and  lame  persons  on  crutohes.  How  dis- 
cordant  did  tlie  I\i;yptian  singmg  sound,  ever  and  anon  inter- 
rupted  by  the  shriÜ  sound  of  a  metal  plate  beaten  by  a  mallet. 
The  süiging  was  iuterrupted  by  the  voices  of  persons  engaged 
in  conversation,  and  as  often  as  it  branched  off  into  a  quarret 
the  priest  woiild,  from  the  Hekel,  command  silence  in  loud 
and  vehement  toncs. 

At  other  times,  except  when  the  Lord's  Supf  or  was  oelebrat- 
ed,  the  serrioe  ended  with  these  liturgical  devotions;  but  at  this 
time  of  generalapprehension  for  aweekpast  a  priest  or  a  monk 
had  asccnded  the  chancel. 

Shortly  after  the  yoath  had  taken  his  seat  the  sennon  com- 
mcnced,  and  lie  rccognizod  witli  a  feeling  of  sorrow  in  the  hol- 
low-eyed  and  tattered  monk  who  was  preachiug  a  man  whom 
he  had  more  than  once  met  in  Kesptah's  inn  in  astateof 
maudlin  intoxication.  And  this  disgusting  creatiire,  who  with 
the  filth  and  foulness  of  his  body  was  jwmpouäly  displaying 
himself  in  the  chancel,  thundered  to  the  people  that  the  fail- 
ure  of  the  Kilo  to  «rise  was  Üie  result  of  their  sms,  and  a  pun* 
ififament  of  Ood  for  their  misdomgs.  Instead  of  pacifying  their 
troubied  hearts  and  of  sympathetically  upholding  their  faith> 
a^id  o£  Ming  their  minds  with  hopesfor  better  times,  he  repre- 
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sented  to  them  in  glowing  terms  thc  punishincnt  that  waa 
awaitiTif?  fheir  sinfnl  puöilUiuimity.  The  Lord  Godwas  inflict- 
ing  u])oa  liieni  and  u])on  tho  land  a  j^üigneof  insufferabk!  heat, 
but  that  ihiö  was  like  a  cool  norlhern  breeze  when  cumpared 
with  the  heat  of  the  fieiy  foTBaces  that  Satan  was  kindling  f or 
them.  lipon  earth  the  huming  sun  aSords  li^ht  by  day,  bat 
there  below  the  flames  impart  no  light  in  oider  wat  their  fright 
'  may  never  cease  whom  Satan*s  mmions  drive  across  the  bridge 
that  leads  to  his  horrible  kingdom,  while  they  lacerate  themmui 
spears  and  j»it(  hforks,  beat  them  witli  clubs,  and  make  great 
gashcrt  in  tlieir  V)odies.  In  the  a^ony  of  this  momcnt  and  amid 
the  öurging  crowiLs  tliat  throng  tne  bridge,  mothers  will  tram- 
ple their  babes,  and  futhers  their  daughters  beneath  their  feet. 
And  wiion  those  that  are  damncd  enter  tho  thorny  threshold  of 
the  great  assembly-room  ol"  iieil,  a  icariiJ  and  poitsonous  stench 
vould  enter  their  nostiils  which>  though  anffocating^  would 
lend  fresh  yigor  to  their  oyersensitive  nerves  like  the  oool 
breezes  of  heaven,  and  they  would  feel  new  tortures  'with  in- 
creased  sensibility.  And  then  they  would  hear  the  thundering 
of  the  devil's  fiendish  yell^  and  he  would  suddenly  seize  them 
with  his  horrible  grimaces  from  tho  <:^rato  npon  which  he  re- 
poses,  and  would  squeeze  and  crusU  tliom  like  grapes  between 
Iiiö  iron  jaws,  and  would  inirull'  them  in  hia  tiery  belly,  if  they 
had  not  already  beeu  ßUöpended  l)y  their  tongues  by  the  imps 
of  Satan  in  the  glowing  luruaco,  or  beeu  drawn  first  tlirough 
ice,  aud  fiually  hacked  iuto  small  pieces  upon  the  devirs  anvil, 
or  evoked  and  strangled  with  doths  and  ropes.  As  compared 
with  the  pain  which  was  to  be  endnred  there,  eveiypang  of  tiie 
soul  was  like  the  kiss  of  one's  beloved.  Mothers  womd  hear 
the  brains  of  their  babes  roasting  in  their  skulls — 

At  this  loatlisome  speech  of  the  monk,  Orion  tumed  away 
with  a  sluidder.  The  curse  with  which  tho  patriareh  liad 
threatened  iiim  returned  to  his  mind,  aud  it  öeemed  to  him  as 
if  thc  whole  hot  and  gloomy  house  of  God,  rceking  with  the 
odor  of  iucense,  was  füll  ol  lluitei'ing  jackdaws  and  nij^lv  bats. 
A  feeling  of  deejj  disgust  took  jjossession  of  him;  aiid  Buddenly 
he  feit  spring  up  withiu  him  iuto  uew  life  the  vigor  of  youth, 
a  lougiug  for  freedom^  and  a  joy  in  ezistence»  and  it  seemed  to 
him  mat  a  voioe  from  within  was  Galling  to  him: 

Away  with  this  compulsion  and  these  chains^  set  tliy  pin- 
ions  in  motion,  oh,  winged  spii-it.  Away  with  this  god  of  ter- 
ror,  who  is  not  the  Heavenly  Father,  whose  lore  embracea 
luimanity.  AdTanoo  free  and  unrcstrnincd,  supportcd  by 
tliine  owu  streugth  aud  guidtd  by  thiue  owu  will.  Förth, 
bravely  forth  iuto  free  aud  suuuy  life.    Free!  freel  But  not 
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like  a  slave  wlio,  scarcely  set  at  liberly  and  left  to  bis  own  re- 
sources,  betakes  bimself  to  tbe  slavery  of  bis  own  mind,  but 
with  motiTes  unrestrained,  with  sweat  upon  tliy  brow  rest- 
lessly  bent  npon  ihe  attainment  of  ihat  ezalted  purpose»  to  de- 
velop  and  make  tbe  best  of  all  that  is  good  and  ^reat  within 
this  mind  and  soul.  Yes,  life  is  a  Service!  As  did  tlie  disci- 
ples  of  tbe  Porcb,  so  let  mc  strive  after  tbat  wbicb  they  cnlled 
virtue,  for  no  othcr  purposo  than  bccaiisc  it  beantifnl,  Decanse 
to  practice  it  alTords  misullied  joy.    FiT-m  tliis  time  on  let  the 


wbicb  is  true  and  to  do  wliat  I  believe  to  be  good  and  upright. 
To  tbe  two  greaL  wiöbes  of  ni\'  beart — reconciliation  witb  niy 
father,  and  the  possession  of  Fanla— fihall  from  this  time  forth 
be  added  a  third— the  seeking  after  the  highest  aim  that  is  at- 
tainahle  for  me  and  the  most  viijorous  efiforts  to  come  as  noar 
to  it  as  my  strengtb  may  permit.  Tlie  load  that  leads  to  it  is 
labor,  and  the  star  to  goide  me  and  keep  mefrom  going  astraj 
is  my  love!^* 

Witli  glowinfr  cbeeks  and  wilh  hoaving  breast  lio  glanrod 
aroimd  bim  as  thoiigh  in  search  of  some,  enemy  with  whom  to 
measure  strengtb. 

Tlic  repulsive  sermon  was  finisbed,  and  from  the  song  of  the 
oongregation  there  feil  upon  bis  ears  these  words: 

Lord  chasten  me  not  because  of  my  transgreasions.'' 

Then  there  feil  upon  his  heart  a  sense  of  all  that  he  lacked, 
and  aboTe  all  the  curse  of  bis  dyin^  fatber,  and  tliat  brave 
heart  sunk  npou  bis  breast;  and  be  f^aid  to  liiip.self  tliat  he  was 
too  beavily  l)ur(lened  to  undei-take  that  bold  lliglit  for  which  ho 
bad  pre[)are(I  bis  wiiigs.  The  anathema  luid  not  yet  been 
lakeii  froju  liiin;  he  still  feit  burdcncd  by  its  woigbt.  But 
witb  thü  Word  "  rcdeemed  there  came  into  his  coiiseionsness 
the  Image  of  Hirn  wbo  bad  borne  tbe  sins  of  tbe  workl ;  and 
the  more  decply  be  baried  himself  in  the  being  of  the  Savioiir 
whom  he  had  loved  from  childhood  up,  the  more  plainly  he 
feit  that  it  wotdd  not  prejudioe  the  freedom  of  his  will^  but 
would  merely  be  foUowuig  an  old  impidse  if  be  were  to  teil 
Jesus  all  that  was  oppressing  him;  that  love  for  Tlim  and  faith 
in  Him  posscssed  a  saving  power  for  his  soul  also,  and  so  ho 
raised  bis  eyes  and  heart  to  Him  and  confidcd  to  Him  as  to  a 
faiitliful  J'riend  all  that  was  troubliüg  him  and  elogging  bim, 
aiid  busought  Him  for  bis  assistance.  In  love  to  Him  he  could 
feel  that  he  wa.s  one  with  Paula,  even  tliougb  her  conception 
of  Him  was  different  from  his.  Thoughtf  ully  he  reflected  upon 
the  diSerence  between  her  views  and  his  own.  She  sawin 
Christ  by  the  side  of  His  divine  a  human  natnre.   And  as 
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thonght  upon  flus  cozioe|)tion>  vhich  he  had  reoenily  so  beartfly 
loathed,  it  appeared  to  bim  as  if  the  image  of  the  Saviour,  from 

which  lovc  and  triith  shone  forÜh,  came  neorer  to  bim  wben  be 
thought  that  He,  the  spotless^  ]Dei'fect  orrn,  had  all  the  paesions 
of  a  human  being,  and  that  he  had  wandercd  among  men  with 
all  the  love  for  life  that  they  fcel,  subject  to  every  sorrow.  and 
woe  that  cau  tornieut  mortui  men,  that  he  rejoiced  witli  tliem 
and  out  of  jiure  love  for  the  wretched  race  to  which  lle  had 
condescended  to  niuko  liimself  known,  had  snbjected  himself 
to  uuspeakablu  huiiiiliatiun,  pain,  and  death  with  a  sorrowf  id, 
bleeding^  and  yet  self-sacnncing  beart  Ay,  moh  a  Gbiist 
could  be  bis  SaYiour  likewise. 

From  an  omnipotent  ruler  He  had  beoome  the  most  perfect 
and  most  lovable  friend,  a  magnifioent,  considerate,  and  faith- 
f ui  brother  to  whom  onc  would  gladly  prescnt  one's  wbole 
heart,  and  who  understood  all  and  was  roady  to  forgive  all, 
even  that  which  had  takcn  place  in  bis,  Orion 's  breast,  wound- 
ed  and  panting  for  relii  f  because  He  himseK,  as  human,  had 
ßUÜ'ered  like  a  hiuiüin  heing. 

To-day  he,  the  Jacobite,  dared  for  the  first  time  to  acknowl- 
edge  all  tbis  to  himself,  and  not  only  for  Paida's  sake— 

vehement  blows  upon  a  cracked  metal  plate  awakedbim 
from  tbese  reflections;  tbe  Lord's  Supper,  as  was  the  custom 
at  tbe  dose  of  every  great  Jacobitish  serslLc,  ^\  as  being  dis- 
tributed.  Tbe  bishop  advanced  before  the  bar  of  tbe  Hekel, 
pourcd  some  wine  into  a  silver  goblet  and  broke  two  pieces  of 
brcad  that  were  stamped  with  the  Coptic  cross  into  the  wine. 
llo  himself  there  partook  of  the  mixture,  and  handed  it  in  a 
bpoou  to  the  individual  members  of  the  congregatloii  who  ap- 
proached  him.  After  two  churih- Wardens  had  partaken,  Orion 
received  Iiis.  Finaliy  the  priest  rinsed  the  goblet  and  drank 
tbe  dr^  also,  in  order  that  noue  of  tbe  blessed  fluid  migbt 
be  lost 

How  the  heart  of  this  growhag  youth  had  beat  when  he  was 
for  tbe  flrst  time  admitt^  to  this  most  holy  of  all  Christian 
sacraments!  He  knew  its  deep  and  glorious  significance;  he 
hatl  often  feit  the  cleansing,  redeeming,  and  qniokoning  efToct 
of  this  Racrameiit  urgiiig  him  on  to  tlio  attainnicnt  of  good 
after  enjuying  iL  with  his  parents  aud  brülhers.  They  uaed  to 
wander  home  band  in  band  moreclo.sely  nnited  than  ever,  and, 
as  it  were,  freshly  clotlu  d  in  mind  aud  body.  And  to-day  it 
seemed  to  him  to  whom  the  repnisive  form  of  worsbip  of  bis 
cbildbood  gaye  uo  oftense  as  tbou^h  tbe  covenant  that  be  bad 
secretly  made  with  tbe  l^viour  had  been  sealed  by  tbe  bread 
and  wme^  His  body  and  His  blood^  and  as  tbougb  the  Saviom* 
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wiih  mTifiible  band  had  taken  from  bim  tbegriilt  and  tbe  cnrae 
tLat  were  burdening  bim  so  serdrelj.  Deep  devotion  oyercame 
bim,  aod  it  seemed  to  him  as  if  Iiis  f uture  Jifc  would  bring  bim 
nearer  tban  erer  to  God,  and  that  he  would  labor  in  loye  and 
in  the  earnest  free  and  conscientious  utilization  of  tbe  talents 
witb  wbich  God  bad  intrusted  bim. 


CHAPTEB  XXVm. 

GATHABIKB  AND  ABIOK  HEET  AKD  C0K7BB8B. 

Obiok  had  fearcd  tbe  drive  bome  vitb  bis  motber;  bnt  after 
ehe  bad  given  vent  to  ber  complaints  about  tbe  widow  Saaazmah« 
wbo  bad  again  to-day  during  tbe  service  given  tbe  most  strik- 
ing  evidences  of  her  vexation,  ebe  turned  upon  her  ßide  and  feil 
fast  asleep.  Witb  her  bead  supported  npon  her  son^s  Shoulder 
ahe  finalljj  reached  the  govemor's  palace,  and  Oi  ioii's  appre- 
hension  anont  tlie  belovcd  lady  fonnd  fresh  nourishment  when 
he  succeeded  only  with  tlio  greaicät  difticulty  in  arousing  her. 
He  feit  her  stu^jfrer  at  his  side  like  a  drnnkeu  pt;rsoii  wliilo  he 
led  her,  supported  lipon  Iiis  arm,  this  tinie  not  into  the  fount- 
ain-room,  but  into  her  Chamber,  wherc  bhe  dcisired  to  rest  her- 
self^  and  wbere,  so  soon  as  fibe  bad  stretcbed  berself  out,  sbe 
was  oyerpowered  witb  deep  sleep. 

Now  Orion  repaired  to  tiie  Jew  Gamaliely  bought  from  bim 
a  very  large  and  expensive  but  sunply  ßet  diamond,  and  tbe 
brother  of  the  Israeliic;  undertook  to  carry  it  witb  him  to  Con- 
stantinople  and  to  deliver  it  to  the  widow  Holiodora,  who,  bo- 
sides,  was  one  of  his  patrons.  In  the  Chamber  of  the  jeweler 
Orion  tlien  addressed  a  letter  to  the  woman  he  had  formerly 
loved,  in  Avhich  ho  begged  her  in  warm  and  uri^ont  terms  to 
accept  the  diamond,  and  hx  its  place  to  send  back  f  o  liim  the 
emeraid  by  a  quick  and  trustworthy  messenger  whom  the  gold- 
fflnith  Suneon  wonld  proTide  witb  all  tbat  was  necessary. 

Orion,  wom  out  and  bnn^^  eat  bis  midday  mw  alone 
witb  tbe  Greek  goTemess  Eudozia,  as  bad  been  tbe  case  for 
several  days  past. 

Tbe  diild  was  not  yet  pernutted  to  leave  ber  room,  wbich 
was  in  one  respect  at  least  to  tho  joy  of  the  govcrness,  for  eat- 
ing  tete-ä-fvfe  with  tho  handsome  youth  alTorded  the  aged 
heart  of  this  lady  great  enjoyment.  IIow  consideratc  it  was  in 
tliiö  rieh  and  prond  heir  to  (hrect  the  phivos  to  oder  each  dish 
to  her  buiuru  iiim^jcli',  aud  huw  kind  it  was  iu  him  to  hsten  t^ 
her  when  slie  told  him  of  her  youtli  and  of  tho  distinguished 
familiss  in  wbidi  die  bad  foxmwly  given  instractionT  Sbo 
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wonld  wÜlingly  h«ye  giren  hßi  life  for  her  table  (»mpanion; 
howeTer^  as  no  opportunit]r  for  Budi  a  sacrifice  offered  iteelf , 
she  neyer  faüed  to  call  lus  attention  to  the  most  attractiye 
delicacies  and  to  see  that  Iiis  room  was  provided  with  flowers, 
Forther,  she  bad  behaved  in  the  most  commendable  and  eelf- 
Bamficing  manner  toward  her  pn]>il  since  slic  liad  boon  sick, 
and  her  grandmothcr  h;id  turiied  a\s  uy  l'rom  her,  and  sincc  she 
had  ohserved  that  Orion  had  aoriUDu  d  ji  n  aWy  palcrnai  and  alfec- 
tionate  relation  toward  his  littio  nitce.  Tlio  young  man  had 
fomid  no  time  to-day  to  iui^uire  alter  Maria,  and  Eudoxia's 
declaration  that  she  scemed  to  be  more  uneasy  than  she  had 
been  ye^iday  made  bim  so  apprebensiYe  tbat^  in  spite  of  the 
Gieek's  objections,  be  arose  irom  fbe  table  without  iraiting 
for  dessert^  and  went  to  see  in  peison  alter  tbe  little  invahd. 

He  asoended  the  steps  in  a  state  of  great  anxiety,  Thors 
was  a  beavy  weight  npon  his  heart;  and  as  lie  approacbed 
Marians  room  ho  thong^ht  to  liimself  with  a  melan^holy  smile 
that  he,  althougli  in  tho  nnperial  city,  many  a  respectcd  man 
and  many  an  admired  woman  had  given  way  to  him  because 
they  could  not  satisfy  his  exaltcd  dcmands,  he  had  no  one  here 
except  this  iiLLio  chüd  with  whom  he  was  certain  tu  lind  sym- 
pathy. 

Between  bis  knock  and  tbe  si^  to  come  in  qnite  a  wbile 
elaneed^  and  be  beard  during  tbis  interval  a  basty  running 
bitner  and  tbitber.  At  last  he  found  Maria  lying  upon  a  divan 
near  a  shady  and  wide-opened  window  in  pursuance  of  the  doc- 
tor's  directions.  Her  lounge  was  surrounded  with  blooming 
plants,  and  two  large  bouqiiets  were  stand ing  upon  the  httle 
table  by  her  bedside,  oue  withered  and  one  fresh  and  inuisu- 
ally  pretty.  How  straugely  the  child  liad  changed  in  liie  last 
few  days!  The  roundness  of  her  choi^ks  had  (lisap|x;ared,  and 
her  whüle  pretty  littio  i'acc  was,  as  it  were,  enlirely  engrosscd 
by  her  eyes,  which  were  at  other  times  extraordinarüy  large, 
and  which  to-day  seemed  to  abine  with  ttnusual  bnUiancy. 
Yesterday  when  she  had  been  free  from  fever  she  had  been 
pale,  but  to-day  her  cbeeks  were  all  aglow,  and,  besides,  there 
was  noticcable  tho  stränge  quiveringof  her  lipeand  tbenerrous 
jerking  of  her  Shoulder  wnich  had  entiioly  disappearcd  pinco 
the  day  of  her  grandfathor's  death,  but  which  was  so  frequent 
to-day  that  Orion  took  his  seat  by  her  with  a  troubled  look 
upon  his  countonance. 

**  Has  yonr  grandmotlier  been  in  to  see  yoii?^'  was  Iiis  tlrt^t 
question;  but  the  only  auawer  he  received  was  a  sad  shaking  of 
her  head. 

Tbe  new  flowers  that  adomed  her  room  were  bis  present  as 
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well  as  the  withered  oncs.  But  the  otlier  fresh  boiiquet  was 
not  bis.  Aiid  so  lie  inquired  who  had  given  the  flowers,  and 
was  üot  a  little  astonished  to  see  into  what  coiifusiou  aud  fresh 
excitement  this  question  threwhis  little  darliiig.  It  must  have 
8ome  connection  with  the  bououet,  that  was  quite  evident^  and 
the  yoimg  man,  who  did  not  desire  mmeoeasarily  to  excite  her 
already  overtaxed  nenes,  was  be^mninff  already  to  regret  that 
he  had  asked  the  question,  but  did  not  desire  to  retract  it  when 
the  discovery  of  a  fan  which  lie  raised  up  with  an  exclamation 
of  surprise  rolicTcd  him  of  all  enibarra??ment.  The  blnod 
again  rushed  iuto  Maria^B  r'heeke,  and  looking  at  him  beseech-  ' 
ingly  with  her  Iarg(?  eye«,  nhe  laid  her  firiger  iipoii  her  Ups,  but 
he  madc  a  sign  to  her  that  he  understood  all  and  asked  in  an 
under-tone : 

''Has  Catharine  been  with  yon?  Snsannah's  gardener 
makes  up  flowers  like  thi&  The  fan —  When  I  knocked — ^Is 
fihe  still  here?'' 

He  had  guesscd  correetly,  and  Maria  mntely  pointed  to  the 

door  of  the  ne.xt  room. 

**  But  for  Heaven's  sake,  my  child,"  said  Orion,  still  speak- 
ing  in  an  niider-toiie,     what  does  she  want  here  now?^* 

*  Slie  eaiiie  over  in  a  boat  without  lettiTicr  aiiv  one  kiiow  it," 
wliiffpered  tho  child.  *'  She  inado  Anubis  ask  me  whether  she 
might  come,  that  elie  eould  not  stand  it  any  longer  without 
nie;  and  so — she  had  not  done  anylhiug  to  me — I  told  her 
'  yes/  and  when  I  heard  yonr  knock  just  now,  whst>  as  quick 
as  lightning,  she  was  in  the  hedroom.^' 

And  suppose  only  your  ^andmother  were  to  met  t  her?*' 

**  Yes,  then — wliat  would  hecome  of  me.    Mercif  ul  heavens^ 
Orion,  if  you  only  kiiew  how  this — this — 

At  these  words  two  big  tears  started  to  roll  down  Marians 
cheekd,  and  Orion  understood  their  iiieaiiing,  and  began  to 
smooth  her  hair  afTectionately,  and  s-aid  to  her,  in  gentle  tones, 
while  he  cver  and  anon  lookcd  toward  the  bedroom: 

"  I  have  come  really  to  teil  you  more  about  Paula.  She 
lovcs  you  very  dearly,  and  invites  you  tc  come  to  see  her  aud 
to  stay  with  her.  Bat  keep  this  to  yourself,  diild,  and  don't 
inention  it  to  a  soul,  not  even  to  Eudoxia  nor  to  Catharine;  for 
I  do  not  yet  know  ni}  If  whether  we  shall  succeed  in  getting 
grandmamma's  pernussion.  At  any  rate  we  must  be  very  sly 
and  pmdent,  do  you  nnderstand?  J  I  mve  only  taken  you  into 
my  eonfidence  in  orfler  that  you  might  rejoice  in  advancc  and 
also  at  ni^rlit  if  you  are  L':uiMg  to  be  such  a  >ti]pid  httle  creai  iire 
agaiu  and  keep  yom-  eyes  open  all  night  like  a  little  rabbit  in- 
etead  of  going  to  sleep  üke  a  good  child.    If  we  have  goo<l 


Digitized  by  Google 


THB  BBIDE  OF  THE  NILE. 


lack,  then  you  will  be — just  think! — you  will  be  porhaps  to- 

morrow  already  with  Paula.    A  üttle  while  ago  I  had  gh;en 
hope  of  carrying  the  plan  through;  biit  just  now — idii't  it 
funny — just  now  I  said  to  myself  sdL  at  once,  *  It  musfc  bo  car- 
ried  through!'  and  ao  it  inust** 

The  tears  began  to  gush  dovvii  Marians  bnming  chceks,  aud 
although  they  flowed  füll  aud  pleuteously,  she  did  not  sob, 
and  her  bosom  remained  motionless.  Her  hps  did  not  move 
either,  but  there  beamed  lortli  irom  her  moist  eves  a  look  so 
fall  of  pure  and  joyous  gratitude  that  Orion  feit  Iiis  own  eyes 
*  growing  dim,  and  was  glad  to  find  something  to  oonceal  nis 
emotion;  for  as  Maria  seized  his  band  and  impressed  a  long 
hearty  kiss  upon  it,  her  tears  moistened  his  hand,  and  he  ex- 
tlaimcd: 

'*  Just  h)ok;  as  wet  as  i£  I  had  pulled  it  out  of  a  basin. '* 

He  had  time  to  say  nothing  more,  for  the  door  of  the  hed^ 
room  was  suddenly  thrown  open  and  the  thin  high  voice  of  the 
Ureek  Eudoxia  called  out: 

"  But  why  tliis  rehictauee?  Of  course  Maria  will  be  dehght- 
ed!  My  chüd,  here  1  bring  you  your  lost  friend!  Such  a  sur- 
prise!'' 

At  these  words  Catharine  appeared,  whom  the  goyemefis 


Eudoxia's  face  beamed  as  thou^h  ehe  had  accomplished  an 
beroic  deed;  but  she  was  quite  frightened  to  find  Üiat  Orion 
was  still  there. 

The  now  separated  iDetrothed  stood  face  to  face.  What  had 
happened  could  not  be  undone;  but,  although  he  rcceived  her 
with  merely  a  dignified  bow,  and  she  had  to  vibrato  her  fan  to 
and  fro  in  qiiick  nervous  motioiis  to  conccal  her  embarrassment, 
ptill  nothiii'^  rx'curi'cd  that  could  have  attracted  the  attention 
oi"  an  unsuspectiiig  person;  ycs,  Catharine':;  prett}'  little  face 
assumed  a  challenging  expression  wlien  he  inquired  after  his 
white  poodlc,  and  slie  repHed  to  him  quite  coolly  that  she  had 
chainä  him  in  the  barn-yard  because  the  patriarch,  their 
guest,  did  not  like  dogs. 

"  He  honors  a  gieat  many  peojgle  with  a  similar  feeling/' 
replied  Orion ;  and  the  little  humming-bird  added,  without  €ik- 
ing  long  to  think: 

°*  When  they  deserre  it!" 

Thus  the  oonTersation  continued  for  a  short  time^  but  the 

yonng  man  was  not  in  a  mooJ  to  qnietly  submit  to  the  sharp 
sayingö  of  llie  girl,  nor  to  pay  iier  iu  Jier  uwu  coin;  and  so  he 
prepared  to  withdraw,  but  bofore  he  had  gone  Catharine  ex- 


ushed  into  the  room 


.  k) ui^  .  j  uy  Google 


THE  BRIDE  OV  THE  NILE. 


293 


olaimed,  after  looking  out  of  Öie  windov  and  obeerving  how 
low  the  son  had  sunk: 

**  Heavens,  how  late  it  is  already!  I  must  go;  for  I  dare 
not  be  abseilt  from  the  evening  meal.  My  boat  is  lying  in  the 
fisherman's  harbor  near  yoiirs.    If  the  door  of  the  treäuiy  de- 

partment  is  only  not  dosorl  V 

Orion  also  ghin*  ed  ut  the  Position  of  the  sun  and  said:  ^ 

**  To-day  is  Saniitas-day! 
T  know  it!"  exclaimod  Catharine.    "Tt  was  ou  tliat  ac- 
couut  that  Anubis  had  holiday  to-day  aller  twelve  o'clock.'* 

And  on  the  aame  acconnt/'  said  Orion^  not  one  soul  is 
at  work  in  the  treasurj. " 

This  was  very  bad!  For  no  price  did  she  wish  to  be  seen  in 
the  goyemor's  palace,  and  now  she  began  to  think  of  every 
tum  and  oomer  in  the  palace  with  which  she  was  very  familiär 
fmm  her  iramcs  with  >rnnn,  and  in  doini^  so  her  face  aRsnmtHi 
a  iurkiiig  expressioii  that  was  cntiroly  lu-w  to  Orion,  and  whi(  h 
cau^^od  him  displeasuro  and  at  the  sauie  time  anxiety,  not  for 
himself  but  for  Maria,  to  whom  no  good  could  como  from  33- 
sociation  with  such  a  companion.  Such  Visits  as  this  should 
notbe  repeated  often.  He  detennined  to  let  the  matter  n)st 
in  the  presence  of  the  chüd,  hnt  to  giye  Catharine  the  proper 
hints  at  once.  She  conld  not  regain  her  liberty  without  his 
assistance,  and  so  he  interrupted  her  reflections  and  informed 
her  that  he  had  the  keys  to  the  treasury  with  him,  lookcd  to 
soe  whether  the  front  hall  was  free,  and  conducted  hev  through 
many  passages  into  the  trca^iiry  building,  whiohwas  cnnuectad 
thus  with  the  dwelling-house.  It  wa^  at  this  hour  as  quiet  as 
death  in  this  building,  and  a«  Orion  stood  close  by  her  near  the 
back -door  that  led  into  the  paili  to  the  üsherman's  liarbor,  and 
af  ter  he  had  already  raised  the  key  to  open  it  he  let  it  once 
more  drop  to  his  side^  broke  for  the  first  tune  the  silence  which 
tiie^v  had  obserred  during  this  weird  walk^  and  asked: 

'^What  hronght  you  to  Maria,  Catharine?  Teil  me 
hono^^lly 

Her  heart,  that  had  beat  fastcr  pinrc  she  liad  fotind  herseif 
alonc  in  this  silent,  man-forsaken  building  with  Orion,  now  be- 
gan to  paipitat''  with  the  fnry  of  a  storra,  and  a  terrific  fear, 
for  what,  she  did  uoi  know  htrself,  took  poss^^'^sion  of  her.  She 
liad  conie  to  the  governor's  palace  für  maii}^  reariuns;  but  one 
had  outweighed  all  others:  Maria  must  learn  tlii'ough  her  that 
her  young  uncle  and  Paula  were  engagcd,  for  she  ]mew  by  ex- 
perienoe  uiat  the  child  could  not  kee])  anything  of  importance 
irom  her  grandmother,  and  that  Nophoris  did  not  lovo  Paula 
was  a  public  aeoret   She  certamly  had  no  idea  of  her  son's 
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pasräonate  sait  for  tbe  band  of  the  girl  from  Damascus«  bnt  if 
Kephoris  onoe  receivod  inf ormation  of  the  f act>  iben  ehe  vould 
do  eyeiyihmg  in  her  power— of  this  she  had  no  doobt— to  keep 
Orion  and  Paula  aparfc,  and  so  she  had  told  the  Uttlo  child  that 
the  people  already  were  saying  that  these  two  were  betrothed, 
and  that  she  hersclf  had  scon  them  talking  witli  eacli  other  in 
tife  garden  next  to  bor  moUier's.  To  her  chagrin  Maria  had 
Hstened  to  it  all  very  quietly  and  without  showing  any  snr- 
prise.  AVhen  Orion  now  askwl  Catharine  what  haii  brought 
her  to  the  palace,  she  was  only  üble  to  reply: 
An  irresistible  longing  for  little  Maria.  '* 

**  Of  oourse/*  begau  Orion,  "  but  I  wanted  to  ask  yon  to  be 
kmd  enoüffh  not  to  indulge  tbis  longing  of  yonis  too  often. 
Your  mother  does  not  attempt  to  conceal  her  resentment 
against  my  motber^  and  this  resentment  will  hv  increased  if 
ehe  learns  that  we  encourage  you  to  act  contrary  to  her  a\  isLoa. 
Yoii  may  porhap^  have  freqüent  npportimity  in  the  near  futrirc 
of  seeiiisr  Maria,  but  I  rcqucst  you  earni'stly  not  to  spcak  to  iier 
about  niatters  that  mit'ht  cxf  ite  her.  You  vourbcil  ]iave  seen 
how  excitable  she  is,  and  iiovv  l'eeble  nlie  looks.  Her  little 
heart  and  her  prematurely  developed  mind  muüt  havc  quiut, 
and  onght  not  to  be  aronsed  by  violent  impressions  such  as  you 
are  in  a  position  to  stir  np  within  her.  The  patriarcb  is  s^n 
enemy  to  me  and  my  bouse,  and  you — I  do  not  say  this  to  oifend 
you — you  privately  overheard  his  conversation  last  night,  and 
perbaps  heard  all  kinds  of  weighty  facts  discussed  by  nim,  and 
among  othens,  matters  which  concern  me  and  my  house." 

Catharine  stood  in  front  of  the  young  man  deatbly  pale.  He 
knew  that  she  had  beeii  jj:uilty  of  eavesdroppiniz',  and  at  ^vllat 
hour,  ;nid  the  frierht  at  this  as  well  as  the  insullerabk'  consciouH- 
nes8  ibiil  slu'  liad  lowered  herseif  hi  his  eyes,  confuc^od  her. 
She  feit  that  she  had  been  takeu  by  sua'prise,  hail  been  insulti3d 
and  tbreatened;  bove^er,  she  preserred  her  presenoe  of  mind 
Bufläciently  to  make  a  prompt  reply  to  her  op2>onent: 

"  Be  not  uneasy!  Ishall  not  come  again.  Besides,  Iwould 
not  have  come  to-day  if  I  could  hare  foreseen— 

"  That  you  would  meet  me?^^ 

"  Perhaps  so;  but  do  not  lay  too  much  stress  upon  that! 
With  regard  to  my  eavo^^droppine^— well,  yc?,  I  placed  mysclf 
at  the  window!  Inside  I  coiüd  hear  only  tiie  half  of  what  was 
fcaid,  and  would  it  not  arouse  the  curiosity  of  anybody  to  hear 
what  such  prominent  men  have  to  say  to  each  other.  I  have 
not  met  such  men,  ü  I  exccpt  your  father  ui  Memphis,  since 
Memnon  moved  away.  We  women  have  inherited^  as  eyery 
one  knowSj  a  little  curiosity  from  Motber  Eye;  but  we  ittely 
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carry  it  to  auch  an  extreme  as  to  search  for  necklaces  in  the 
jewelry  boxes  of  onr  gnests.  As  a  crimmal^  mj  dear  Orion^  I 
nave  extremely  bad  fortimel  I  haye  deserved  tbis  name  twice. 
Thanks  to  the  magnanimous  and  extensive  use  tbat  you  made 
of  my  inexperience,  I  sinned  giievottsly,  so  grievoosly  that  my 
whole  life  is  still  ruined,  and  now  in  a  more  pardonable  man- 
ner; yet,  in  both  cases,  as  you  know,  1  was  canght  in  the  act.'' 

"  Your  reproaches  aro  just,''  said  Orion,  gloomily. 

**  But,  eluld  ,  wo  both  sliould  thank  Providence  that  wo  were 
not  allowed  to  winalor  long  in  this  path  of  woe.  I  h<ave  already 
besou^ht  your  forgiveness  once,  and  1  now  aök  again  for  it. 
Tbat  18  not  satiafactory  to  yon — oan  see  from  your  looks — 
and  I  do  not  blame  you.  It  is  more  welcome  to  you^  perbape, 
if  I  acknowledge  to  you  again  tbat  no  misdced  has  perhaps  beiBn 
more  severely  and  more  ficrcely  punishcd  than  mine. " 

"  Is  it  possiblo?"  Said  Catharine,  inquisitively,  and  then  con- 
tinued,  while  slio  kcpt  lier  fan  in  active  Vibration. 

"  But  you  realiy  loolv  auytliing  eise  than  broken;  and  bave 
you  succeeded  in  winning  a  certain  *  otber  iady ' — Paula,  if  I 
am  not  mi staken?" 

**  Stop  iuötantiy!''  said  Orion,  intcrrupting  her,  and  started 
to  put  the  ke^'  in  the  door;  slie,  however,  stepped  in  bis  way, 
and,  tbreatenmg  bim  witb  ber  finger,  exclaimed: 

So  then!  Now  I  know  it  positively.  And  forther^  you 
were  perfec  fcly  right  with  your  rude:  *  Stop  instantlyr  Your 
love  affairs  do  not  trouble  me  any  longer,  yet  I  presumo  I  may 
inquire  about  something  qiiite  diifercnt;  for  it  is  a  matter  tbat 
concerns  me  alone :  bow  d  i«  l  you  maiiugü  to  see  over  our  fence? 
Anubis  is  scarcely  a  head  smaller  than  you,  and — " 

"  And  he  is  your  pattem?*^  interruptod  Orion,  who  could 
not  repress  a  smile,  but  perceived  that  what  lie  bad  meant  in  a 
sincerely  serious  way  bad  but  little  offoct  lipon  Catliarine. 

"In  epite  of  yom-  praisewortby  prodence,  I  beg  you  in 
future  cases  to  lay  tbis  carefully  up  in  your  mind:  What  is  true 
in  bis  case  is  not  true  in  everj  case,  and  beaides  pedestrians, 
tbere  are  taU,  tbin  people,  who  sometimes  ride  on  borse-back.'' 
You  were,  then,  the  noctumal  rider?^' 
Who  could  not  rcsist  looking  up  at  your  window/' 

At  thcse  wordF5  slio  started  back  as  thougb  terriflcd  at  him, 
her  eye  sparklod  briUiautly,  bnt  only  for  onc  ^Imrt  moment, 
then  shc  Uökod  .^barply  and  with  botb  bands  upou  the  com- 
pressed  feathers  oi'  lier  fan: 

**  Is  that  meant  for  a  jest?" 

"  Of  course  not,"  said  he,  calmly,  "  for  alÜiougb  you  bave 
ground  to  be  angry  witb  me — " 
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I  "hare  niven  you  so  far  no  ^ound  on  eartli  to  be  aiiirry 
with  me,  nonc  on  earth!''  phe  Said,  and  interruptt-d  hiin  in  an 
excited  maiiner.  '  *  I  am  tiie  one  who  has  becn  offended,  mal- 
treatecL  I  alone,  and  jou  mnst  acknowledge  that  joa  are  my 
debtor  and  tliat  I  lunre  a  right  to  demand  someiMiig  from 
yoiL'' 

"  Do  it."  added  Orion.    "  I  am  at  voiir  aervice. " 
She  then  looked  bim  straight  in  tbe  face  and  asked : 
"  In  tlie  first  place,  havo  voti  tnld  any  one  eise  tbat  I — ' 
' '  That  Toa  were  gaüty  of  eaTesdroppiiig?   ^o^  not  a  mortal 
eoul," 

And  will  you  promise  me  never  to  beiray  it?'* 
'*  Heartilyl    Wnat  liuvc  you  now  to  ask  secoudly  after  your 
'  in  tbe  first  place?' " 

The  ansver  to  this  question  did  not  come  promptly;  it  was 
ev^ently  a  difficiüt  taing  for  tbe  little  hnmining-piid  to  give 
it,  but  ßbe  finany  oommenced  wiili  down-cast  eyes: 

I  ahonld  Iike — ^youwill  oonsider  me  more  foolish  than  I 
really  am,  however —  Yes,  I  ^ball,  neyertbcless  ask  you, 
although  it  will  simply  be  a  new  huuiüiation  for  me.  The 
triith  1  must  know,  arid  if  anvthiii^  is  to  von  still  bolv.  tlitu 
yr»ii  must  öwear  to  nie  before  I  put  tbe  qne.-tion,  by  this  miyst 
iioly  tbing,  to  answer  me,  not  as  if  I  were  a  fuolish  girl,  but — > 
do  you  hear? — as  though  I  were  the  great  Judge  at  tbe  last 
day?' 

^*  How  solenm  tbat  sonnds!''  said  Onoiu  "  Farthermore,  I 
most  remark  that  tbere  are  questiona  wbich  do  not  conoem  ub 

alone,  and  if  you  ask  me  such — " 

"  Xo,  no,  replied  Catbarine,  "  what  I  mean  iB  a  matter 
that  coricerns  tio  one  but  you  and  me." 

**  Then  I  ean  bee  no  reason  wby  I  shoiikl  not  comply  with 
your  req liest,"  be  repbed.  "  But  1  should  like  to  ask  a  öuiall 
return  Irom  you.  As  it  appearcd  tu  you,  so  it  appears  to  me, 
desirable  to  hear  about  what  so  important  a  man  as  the  patri^ 
arcb  oonverseB,  and  as  I  place  myself  at  yoor  oommand — " 
I  thongW  Said  she,  smifing,  and  intermptrng  bim^ 
that  you  Avould  first  feel  bound  to  discharge,  to  some  extent 
at  least,  the  debt  yoa  owe  me;  however,  I  sball  not  demand 
any  special  magnanimity,  and  tbe  little  tbat  I  beard  can  be 
quickly  told.  ftesides,  it  will  be  quite  a  matter  of  indifTerencü 
to  you.   I  shaU  f ulfill  your  wish,  and  you  in  tum  promise 


me — 


To  teil  you  the  whole  trutb. " 
**  As  certainly  as  you  bope  for  tnu  for^veness  of  your  sins." 
As  certainly  as  I  bope  for  such  forgiveness." 
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''Very  well  then!*' 

**  What  do  you  dcsire  to  hear?" 

"  No.  no,  not  yet.  1  can't  bogm.  First  let  me  teil  you 
what  you  desire  to  know,  then  open  the  door,  and  if  I  desire 
to  withdmw,  tlien  let  mo  go,  without  saying  one  word  further 
or  askiiig  auother  ([uestiou.    Hand  me  a  chair;  I  must  take  a 

And  it  leally  seemed  that  she  needed  reBt^  as  f  or  some  min- 
utea  fihe  had  uppeared  pale  and  exhausted»  and  her  fingers 
trembled  vhfle  she  wiped  her  face  with  her  handkerchief. 

As  soon  as  she  was  seated  she  commenoed  to  narrate  what 
she  had  overheard^  and  as  she  continued  speaking  rapidly, 
w^ithout  expression,  and  in  an  ahscut-mindea  mnnner,  Orion 
listencd  with  rapt  attention,  for  what  he  heard  appeared  to 
him  to  be  of  the  grealest  signiticanee  and  importauce. 

He  had  by  order  of  the  ]>atriarch  bet  ii  watehed.  The  latt^r 
had  known  already  on  Wednesday  that  lic  had  been  in  Fostat, 
an(>  liiRl  visited  the  Arabian  commander-in-chicf.  Nothing 
eise  had  been  said  abont  him  ezcept  the  fear  expressed  that  he 
intended  to  gire  up  the  f aith  of  his  f  athers  aoid  to  go  oyer  to 
the  infidels. 

Far  more  important  were  the  facts  that  Orion  leamed  abont 
the  a^ements  made  between  tlic  |)atriarch  and  the  repre- 

Bentativc  of  tlie  calii)]!.  The  lat  ler  liad  insisted  lipon  adimmu- 
tion  of  tlie  number  of  clnisters,  mouks  and  nuns,  who  were 
rnpportcd  by  pious  fundö  and  leiracies,  who  worked  at  all  .sorts 
of  iraderi  aceonlin<if  to  the  rule  of  Pachomius,  and  wlio,  by  rea- 
ßon  of  their  graiuitouö  support,  were  in  a  positiun  to  supply 
most  of  the  necessities  of  orainary  life,  from  the  house-mat  to 
tiie  shoe  upon  one's  foot,  far  more  cheaply  tban  ordinary 
mechanios  m  the  oountry  and  in  the  town.  The  great 
niajorit^  of  these  poor  peo])!!*  had  been  already  ruined  by  this 
competition^  and  Amr^  who  saw  that  the  Arabian  leather 
manufacturers,  weavers,  rojic-makers  and  the  like  were  threat- 
encd  with  a  ?imilar  fate.  liad  determined  to  take  energetic  and 
decisive  stcps  a^rainst:  this  duister  labor. 

The  resintance  of  tlie  ])atriareh  had  been  persistent  and 
vigorous,  but  he  was  cooipelled  finally  to  sacriiice  marly  the 
half  of  the  eloisters  and  convents;  howuver,  nothing  had  been 
yielded  withoat  a  consideration,  for  Benjamin  knew  veiy  well 
what  stupendoos  difficulties  it  was  competent  to  him  as  head 
of  the  Chnrch  to  throw  in  the  way  of  the  new  goyemmeni 
Aecordingly,  it  was  left  to  the  patriareh  himself  to  designate 
the  eloisters  that  were  to  be  closed,  and  the  prelate,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  conrse,  fir  t  laid  band  on  the  last  of  the  Meichitian 


Digitized  by  Google 


XHE  BBIDE  OF  THE  KILE. 


reli^ous  houses^  and  among  them  upon  tbe  GonTeot  of  St 
OeciUa^  dtuatcd  near  the  hoose  of  BunnuB.    This  ocmvent  wag 

to  be  closed  witliiu  three  days,  and  its  possessions  were  to  fall 
to  tho  Jacobite  Churcli.  And  this  was  to  be  done  in  all  possi- 
ble  secrecy,  bccanse  it  was  to  be  feared,  inasmuch  as  the  peo- 
ple  were  already  in  an  iiitenso  state  of  excitcment,  by  reason 
of  the  failure  of  the  Isile  to  rise,  that  the  poor  jTeople  would 
defend  tlie  rieh  sisters  of  the  convent,  to  wliom  they  were  m- 
debted  for  so  many  acts  of  kiudness  and  benevolence.  Opposi- 
tion also  wna  to  be  expected  from  the  Senate  of  the  city  against 
their  determination^  which  the  deoeased  Mnkaukas  had 
designated  as  nnjust  and  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Church.  The  excommunicated  orthodox  nuns  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed  as  lay-sisters  among  the  Jacobite  cloisters,  ashadoften 
been  done  beforc;  the  abbcss,  howcver,  who,  on  account  of  her 
high  birth,  her  clcvcnie.^.s  aud  her  extensive  influcnce,  miglit 
arouse  against  Benjamin  all  the  ecclesiastical  princcs  ol\t}ie 
whole  east,  if  she  were  left  at  liberty,  was  to  be  transportcd 
to  a  distant  Ethiopian  convent,  from  wliich  no  attempt  at 
escape  would  be  conceiyable^ 

This  narrative  lasted  only  a  few  mmutes,  and  was  recited 
with  apparent  indifference.  Of  what  importance  could  the  re- 
moval  of  orthodox  cloisters  and  the  expmsion  of  heretical  nims 
be  to  Catharine  or  to  Orion,  the  brother  of  two  marbprsjK) 
Melchitian  violence? 

Orion  sliowed  no  sign  how  deeply  interested  lie  was  in  what 
he  had  heard,  aud  when  Catharine  arose  and,  comjiletely  ex- 
hausted,  pointed  to  the  lock  and  said,  as  if  tr ritved  at  having 
waüted  so  much  precious  limc:  "  That  is  m  Liic  lütiüi  uii  Liiut  1 
heard/* 

"  All?**  repeated  Orion,  wbile  he  tinlocked  tbe  door. 

"Certamly  all,'*  said  Catharine,  anxiously.  "What  I 
wanted  to  ask  yon — whetlier  1  .shall  learn  it  or  not — it  makes 
no  dilTercnce — yes,  it  would  perhaps  be  better.  Most  assured* 
ly.    Let  me  go!'^ 

But  he  did  not  obey  her,  but  said  to  her  in  a  kind  tone  of 
voice: 

**  Ask  yonr  qnestion;  I  shall  answcr  it  willingly.'* 
"  Willmgly?  '  she  repeated,  shrugging  her  öhuiildcrs  incred- 
nlonsly.  ^  As  a  matter  of  fact,  your  conscience  ought  to  piick 
you  sorely  when  you  look  at  me;  but  that  is  the  way;  things 
do  not  happen  as  theyshould  in  Memphis  and  in  the  world. 
What  difference  does  it  make  to  you  men  what  you  haTe  made 
of  a  poor  girl  like  nie?  Do  not  tnink  I  desire  to  reproach  you. 
God  forbä.1  I  am  not  even  angry  with  you.   If  any  one« 
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assuredly  I  can  console  myself  ahont  sik  h  tliings.  Don*t  you 
think  80  too?  I  ought  to  be  vcry  liii]>|)y;  I  shall  certainly 
succeed !  I  am  very  rieh,  and  not  at  all  ugly,  and  liuiidreds 
will  come  to  eue  for  mj  band«  Oh^  I  am  an  enTiable  creatnre! 
I  have  already  bad  one  Bmtor»  and  the  next  one  wül  certainly 
be  more  constant  and  will  not  discard  me  so  rnthlesdy  as  the 
first !   Am  I  not  right 

I  hope  so/'  replied  Orion,  serionfily.  "  Altkough  you  giye 
mc  such  a  bitter  draught— 

Well,  what?'' 

I  cau  only  repeat  that  I  must  swallow  it.  because  I  am  in 
tho  wrong.  "Nothing  could  make  me  so  happy  as  to  be  able, 
to  some  small  extent,  to  remedy  the  wrong  I  have  done  you." 

Oh,  no!''  fihe  intemipted  him,  soonmilly.  Our  wid^es 
dare  not  go  so  far.  EYer3rthing  between  us  is  past  and  for* 
erergone.  Jf  you  everwere  anything  to  me,  tomeyouare 
now  nothing,  absolutely  nothing.  'Wo  sharcd  with  each  oiher 
a  small  bit  of  the  past,  but  it  was  shorfc;  but  for  me — do  you 
know? — it  wa=!  of  irrave  importanro.  It  ripened  with  wonder- 
ful  rapidity  lliat  yoiiiiix  thintr,  whom  evon  yestenlay — I  know 
perfectly  well — yuu  »tili  cojisidertnl  a  mere  ohild,  aiul  alas!  be- 
ßides,  made  her  much  more  wicked  than  you  have  any  concep- 
tion  ol'. 

"  That  vould  cause  me  the  most  intense  pain,^^  added 
Orion.  **  There  is  no  excuse  for  my  behayior;  but  you  your* 
seif  know  that  in  the  first  place  the  wish  of  our  mothers — 

Und  destincd  ns  for  each  other,  you  mcan?  Quito  right! 
Anddid  you  merelyto  plea.<c  Lady  Nephoris  take  me  mto 
your  arms  that  time  tinder  tlie  acacia-trees,  and  call  nie  your 
all  in  ;dl,  your  (lai'li!]<i,  and  your  rosebud.^  Did  you/'  and 
heru  c  iie  raibed  lirr  xoirc,  and  her  eyes  flashed  with  passionato 
excitemeut,  "  did  you — it  jn«t  tliia  I  desired  to  ask  3'ou,  and 
thib  I  must  know— did  you  lic  Uiat  time  too,  or  did  you  love 
me  from  the  bottom  of  your  heart,  at  least  for  those  few,  short 
moments  there  under  the  trees,  did  you  lore  me  as  deeply  as 
you  now  Ioto— I  hate  to  mention  her  name — aa  you  now  love 
your  *  other  one.'  TLe  truth,  Orion,  the  whole  truth.  You 
have  swom  to  teil  tho  truthl" 

At  these  wonls  her  lips  hceamo  silent,  but  the  look  of  her 
moist,  glistenin;;  eyes,  with  their  be;?eee]iing  exprc5-sion,  told 
him  plainly  aml  without  disiruisc,  that  her  heart  still  belouixed 
to  him,  and  (hat  she  calculated  npon  bis  generous  nature  and 
expected  an  affirmative  answer.  ^>he  pressedher  beautil'ul  arm 
hard  against  her  heaving  bosom,  as  though  ßhe  was  trying  to 
keep  iU  stormy  biUows  within  botmd&   Her  delicately  cut 
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/f  ice  was  again»  as  it  were>  bathed  ia  fiesh  color,  at  times  u 
linder  roseate  bue  and  then  again  a  deep  crimfioiL  Her 

fimall  mouth,  which  had  just  spoken  such  bitter  words,  smiled, 
9a  it  ready  to  give  sweet  reward  f or  the  oomforting  and  consol- 
ing  Word,  for  whirli  Ler  Avliole  bcing  pined,  aiid  Iut  brigbt 
eyes,  now  filled  with  tears,  did  not  cease  to  Ix  g  .so  toucbiugly, 
so  beseechingly!  "Wliut  au  insnaring  picturo  of  helplesa^ 
airectionate  aud  cliamiiiii,^  youth  and  loveiiness! 

**  As  deeply  as  you  now  lovc  tho  *  otber  oner  "  and  You 
have  swom  to  teil  the  truthl'^  resounded  eyer  and  anon  within 
tfae  inner  ear  of  the  youth.  AU  that  was  veak  in  him  uiged 
him  violently  to  again  make  good  all  the  wrong  of  which  he 
had  been  gmltj  against  tbis  pure  and  onhappyyounff  creature; 
yet  tbose  words:  **A3  deeply  as  you  now  love  tbe  *other 
onol' "  and  You  bave  swom  to  teil  tlie  f  rulli!'' gave  bim 
e'irength  to  remuin  tirm,  and  he  \vho  fclt  Limself  now  eallcd  to 
impart  sympatby  and  consolation,  stretched  oufc  bis  hauds  to 
her  like  one  pra ving  for  belp,  and  exclaimed : 

**  Y'^es,  Catbiiiine,  as  pure  and  as  cbariuing  as  you  now  arc, 
you  were  also  then;  but  I — tbougb  I  loved  you,  a  great  aud 
oTerpowering  love,  one  that  fills  one's  whole  being,  ejdsts  but 
onca  Leare  out  of  the  question  all  that  oocurred  later. 
Formulate  your  question  just  a  little  dilterently,  ask  it  again, 
but  permit  me  to  teil  you — " 

But  he  had  no  time  to  speak  anotber  word,  for  iK'fore  he 
could  stop  her,  she  had  darted  by  bim,  and  like  a  f  rightened 
dcur  had  sped  away  iuto  tbe  open  air  and  toward  the  £fiher* 
man's  barbor. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

OOIOX  TALKS  Wim  THE   DOCTOR,  AXD  ASKS  KÜFINüB'S  AID 
m  AN  TMPORTANT  UNDERTAKING. 

Orion  was  alone  and  followed  her  sa<lly  with  his  eyes.  Was 
tbis  bis  fatber's  curse?  It  seemed  that  every  one  wbo  loved 
bim  muj't  roap  pain  and  misfortunc  for  it!  He  shuddered,  but 
his  youtliful  vii^or  ainl  his  pf)WL'r  of  resistanci'  were  strong 
enough  lo  euabiu  bim  öuon  to  bctome  master  oi  huuself  and 
these  torturing  tbouglits.  What  an  opportunity  was  now 
ofl'ered  ILia  Lo  prove  liib  strcngthl  Dornig  Cathaiine's  narra- 
tive  the  oourageous  and  aspiriug  youth  had  already  iormed  a 
plan  to  attempt  to  rescue  the  nuns.  The  sreater  the  dangeiB 
that  the  accomplishment  of  this  plan  might  bring  with  it,  ay, 
the  more  impracticable  it  appe^gred  at  first  glanoe^  the  more 
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weloomo  it  was  to  him  just  at  this  tirae.  "Witli  Joyous  "hcart 
and  mind  rea^ly  i'or  Ihe  Iray,  he  biamineil  the  door  behind  him 
and  emerged  into  the  open  air.  It  was  already  growing  dark. 
The  doctor  was  most  probably  with  Maria,  and  ne  had  deter- 
mined,  with  his  assistanoe^  to  gct  her  awayfrom  the  govemor's 
palace.  Until  he  knew  that  Maria  was  safe  in  Rufinus^s  house 
with  Paula,  he  could  not  begin  the  nndertakin^  that  now  lay 
beforehim.  He  called  to  a  sTave  on  the  steps:  Myono-horpe 
cart  with  the  Persian  trottci  !"  and  then  he  cntered  the  room 
of  the  little  girl  at  the  game  moment  that  a  lemale  slave 
broiight  in  h'sfhted  lamps. 

Keither  bho  nur  l*hiiippus  observed  him  at  fii'st,  andheheaid 
her  asking  the  doctor,  who  was  holding  her  wrist  between  hia 
fiiigers: 

"  What  on  carth  is  the  matter  with  you  to-day?  Heavensl'* 
— ^the  light  of  the  lamp  at  this  moment  ahone  f idl  in  his  fac^-- 
"  howpde  and  sad  you  looki  Jnstwait  a  moment:  a  fewmin* 
utcs  ago  I  kneaded  together  ont  of  wax  an  awfolly  fmmy  little 

feUow— 

8ho  '^anted  to  enliven  the  doctor  by  this  ridicnlons  work  of 
art,  as  he  had  always  been  so  kind  to  her,  but  n>  she  bent  for- 
ward  to  seizc  it,  sho  noticed  her  uncle,  and  exclaiined: 

"  Phihppus  has  corne  to  eure  me,  but  he  looks  as  if  he  needed 
his  own  DK  di(  ine.  Take  care,  you  will  have  to  take  that  bit- 
ter, brown  mediciuo  you  gave  me  yesterday,  and  then  you  will 
know  for  once  what  tastes  badly!'* 

However  kindly  this  exclaniation  was  meant,  no  attention 
was  paid  to  it  by  the  two  men,  who  saluted  each  other  süently, 
and  with  a  distant  bow;  but  Orion  would  have  noticed  without 
the  chÜd's  remark  what  a  change  had  taken  place  in  the  doc« 
tor  fiince  yesterday.  Apparently  withont  obaervmg  the  pres- 
ence  of  Oriwi,  he  asked  Maria  a  few  more  questions,  directed 
Eudoxia  to  abido  by  the  prescriptions  he  had  formerly  made^ 
and  thon  jrayc  a  hasty  farewell  intended  for  all  that  wcro  prcs- 
ent  indiflV'rently.  Orion,  liowcyer,  did  not  acknowledge  it,  hit 
with  an  aüoctionato  gianco  at  the  little  girl^  said,  in  a  tone  of 
request: 

Hither  for  just  ono  wordT' 

This  caused  Philippus  to  tum  toward  the  child,  and  when  the 
eres  of  the  riyals  met,  they  knev  fhat  in  one  respect  at  least 
they  were  agreed  and  feit  aluce. 

The  doctor  had  not  remained  in  i^oranoe  of  the  kindness 
with  which  Orion  had  taken  little  Maria  under  his  protection, 
and  so  he  f  oUowed  him  into  Üie  room,  which  he  nov  occupied. 
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and  which»  as  fliiUippiiB  knew^  had  formerly  been  oocapied  hj 
Paula. 

*'  Jn  the  Berrioe  ot  duty,"  he  kept  lepeatmg  to  himaelf  over 

and  over  acrm'n,  in  ordcr  to  rcmain  composcd,  and  to  compre- 
hend,  at  least  m  general,  what  the  musical  voice  of  the  hand- 
ßome  man  said  to  iiirn,  what  he  narrated  to  him  with  a  warmth 
and  in  a  beseechiiii:  tone,  of  whkh  he  had  not  believod  liim 
capable.  rhilippuiliadalreaiiy  kuownfor  a  long  time  in  what 
a  lamentable  manner  the  grandmother  had  tumed  away  from 
her  own  grandchild^  and  considered  Orients  desire  to  mo7e  the 
duld  out  of  the  palaoe  onlytoo  justifiable;  but  when  he  leamed 
tbat  fihe  was  to  be  intrusted  to  Paula^s  protection^  he  moved 
oonvuldTely  and  glanoed  so  gloomily  at  the  floor  tliat  Orion 
Quickly  guessed  what  was  going  on  within  him.  In  faet  the 
üoetor  had  said  to  himself  that  the  diild  was  merely  a  pretext 
to  the  iover  for  gaining  more  fre(|UL'nt  accuss  to  Iiis  beloved, 
and  he  had  already  sprimg  up  (imabie  to  repreos  this  appru- 
hension)  to  givc  it  oxpressiou,  when  Orion  took  the  words  from 
hiä  lipd,  and  UiLii  downcast  eyes,  said,  wiLh  au  expresöion  of 
modesty  and  sincerity:  "  For  the  sake  of  the  chila^  ouly  for 
Haria's  eake— by  my  blessed  father — 

Thereupon  the  doctor  shook  hishead,  approached  his  oppo« 
nent  and  murmuied,  in  a  hollow-sounding  Toioe: 

"  For  the  sake  of  this  child  I  might  do  and  leave  undone  a 
great  deal.  Nowhere  could  better  care  be  taken  of  the  child 
man  in  the  house  of  Bufinus  and  with  Paula,  but  if  I  could 

thinl</"and  now  he  raised  his  voice.  and  his  eye  assumed  d 
veird  and  threatening  glance,  if  I  could  tbink  that  this  holy 
and  endangered  innocent  was  only  a  bridge — " 

*'No,  nol"  »id  Orlan,  interrupting  him  impulsiTely. 

Once  more  the  sacred  assurance,  that  I  have  no  other  desire 
thnn  fho  rcsrno  of  tlio  child,  mid  as  po  mucli  haf^  alroady  been 
Faid,  one  word  eau  not  make  uiucli  diflference  one  way  or  an- 
oLiier!  To  you  the  house  of  Eutin us  btands  wide  open  day  and 
night;  me,  if  everything  turii^i  out  as  I  wXpect,  the  near 
f  uture  will  find  fiir  from  here,  from  Memphis,  from  the  daugh- 
ter  of  Thomas.  A  knavish  trick,  moie  I  dare  not  say,  some« 
thing  ignomtnirns  is  about  to  be  executed,  and  I  propose  to 
attempt  to  pn  x  >  r.t  it  at  the  risk  of  my  life,  You,  von  all 
ßhall  lose  the  right  to  suspect  me  again  of  actions  and  thoughts 
that  are  as  dce])ly  repTÜsive  to  my  nature  as  they  jire  to  yours, 
You  and  I  are  striviuir,  do  not  deceive  yourself,  after  tlvc  sama 
prize,  and  have  Ixcouir  <)])ponents,  but  why  sliould  the  child 
su£[er  the  consequenccs  of  this?   Forget  it  for  the  chiid's  sake« 
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/ind  this  will  magnify  your  value  in  her — ^yoa  know  lull  weü 
— ^in  her  eyes.'' 

My  value?"  exclaimed  the  doctor,  scoriifully.  "  Wliat  by 
Chance  makes  the  deeper  impresslon  upon  the  wax  of  a  maiden  8 
8C^  heart^  it  maj  be  either  a  crime  or  an  heroic  deedj  value 
does  not  deiermine,  bat  it  is  determined  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  blind  girl  Poitune  distributes  her  gif  ts  or  as  a  nose,  a 
chin  or  an  eye  is  shaped,  but/'  and  this  ne  said  to  Orion  as 
though  he  were  beside  himself,  "  but  acnirsed  inay  I  be,  when 
I  aseortain.  how  we  ctime  to  discnss  thia  subject!  Has  my 
folly  beeu  promeiuidiiig  llie  strects  witli  bosom  bare,  exposing 
itbeif  to  the  people?  How  do  you  know  what  I  feel?  Has 
ehe  perhaps  buen  discussiiig  with  you  her  ridiculous  lover?  It 
makes  no  düference!  You  know  already,  or  will  learn  to- 
morrow^  vho  has  mron  Üie  cock-fight.  Jvast  tarn  yonr  eves 
upon  mel  Heart-breakers  do  not  have  such  faoes  as  this 
Ojiersiteä  who  now  Stands  before  tou.  Good  luck  to  the 
'winnT  of  the  prize^  and  as  to  the  other  matter — as  it  perhaps 
mnst  be,  tili  to-morrow!" 

Witli  these  words  he  hastily  advanced  toward  the  door,  but 
Orion  held  him  back,  besouglit  him  to  forget  bis  resentment 
for  the  present,  declared  Holemnly  tliat  Paula  had  not  betrayed 
to  him  one  word  of  bis  atfection,  that  he  on  the  contrary  had 
suflfercd  paiigs  oi*  jualuusy,  bccause  he  had  seen  him  witli  her 
so  late  yesterday,  and  urged  him  to  continne  to  vituperate 
him,  if  it  affordeii  bis  heart  relief ,  but  for  the  sake  of  all  that 
was  good  not  to  withdraw  his  help  and  aid  from  the  innocent 
and  courageous  qhild. 

The  humane  heart  of  the  doctor  could  not  sliut  itself  to  this 
reqnest,  and  "v^'hen  at  lengfh  hc  prepared  to  withdraw  with  t!ie 
ha])py,  bnt  still  painful  convictioii  that  his  fortunate  rivai  had 
become  moro  worthy  of  his  beloved,  he  had  a<ireed  with  him  to 
recommend  to  Lady  Nephoris,  whom  he  suppused  to  be  sutrer- 
ing  from  a  ülight  mental  disturbance,  that  the  young  cliild  be 
jntrusted  to  the  care  of  a  physician  near  tiie  city,  who  was  a 
friend  of  his,  on  the  groond  that  the  air  in  the  palace  was  dan- 
gerons  for  her. 

As  aoon  as  Philippus  left,  Orion  droye  to  thehonseof  Bnfinus, 
and  after  a  bri(  f  explanation  that  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tancc  had  bron^ht  him  thithcr,  the  old  man  rcqucsted  him  to 
follow  him  into  his  ofiiee.  Put  the  youn^  man  retained  him  a 
momont  in  order  first  to  make  arrangements  with  him  and  the 
ladies  touching  the  reception  of  little  Maria. 

"Gradually  the  whole  of  the  ßjovcrnor's  palact/  being 
transplanted  mto  our  gardenl''  exclaimed  Bnfinus.      Ab  for 
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*'0f  coarse  I  arn  Uyj."  she  repü-.-d-  •*BE^:dc5,  Leisler  tc^i 
nor  I  bare  a&jiLii.g  u»  say  abont  it;  ßhe  is  going  to  be  Buik's 

"  If  ^'he  were  onlr  hcfre,"  added  the  yc^ncg  girl;  **  for  wbo 
can  u  il  wJifether  yotir  motLer,  Orion —  *  Theie  is  a  dangerous 

J>;ave       f ^  r  PLiiijjpiis  and  me  to  take  ctire  of  said 
laitffn      You  jviit  oogLt  to  Lave  seen  how  happj  the  duid 

He  thf^m  drew  Paula  a^^ide,  and  asked  her,  hastily: 

Am  I  tfio  hop'ff  ol?  I)c*('5  TOTir  heart  belong  to  me?  Conio 
H'hat  may^  tnh.  I  cLÜL  couüI  u^ajh  vou,  upon  vou  aiiil  your 

Jore?" 

Yefl,  yes!"  ms  flie  leplj  that  seemed  to  well  np  froin  the 
lowest  deptbB  of  her  heart,  and  he,  breathing  again  meij,  fd- 
lowod  tlie  old  man  wirb    elings  of  peace  and  joy. 

In  the  brightly  lighied  oflice  he  told  BufinuSy*  without  men- 

Horn'ng  Calbarine's  nam<».  all  about  the  patriarch's  ]»Ian 
agiiin^t  i]\fi  Tonv^-nt  of  8t.  Cecilia.  Of  what  interest  to  hini 
\v(;ro  i}i<--.<j  heretical  nun'-!  But  it  Feemed  lo  liim,  >Ance  bis 
moüiorable  vißit  with  hi.~  raotber  tu  tlii-  cburch,  that  it  was  bis 
duty  to  defend  all  tlial  was  right,  and  to  take  up  arms  against 
all  that  hc  couaidered  wrong.  Furthermore,  he  knew  with 
what  aidor  and  determination  his  father  had  opposed  Üie 
patnarch  in  the  mterests  of  this  yerj  oonvent,  and  finally  he 
iiad  heard  how  dear  this  convent  and  its  occupants  were  to  bis 
belovod  Paula,  and  ßo  he  joyfolly  prepared  to  forget  himself 
amid  frcHh  dceds  of  heroitim,  and  to  prore  his  strength. 

Tbf;  ()]<]  man  listonod  to  bim  with  evcr-incroasinsr  a?tonish- 
m^^iit  and  terror,  and  arfjsc  i'vom  Reat  alter  Orion  bad 
llninln-d  \m  narrative,  witli  a  look  of  bel])le.s.siR\-s  and  despair; 
but  the  yoiinfj  man  s])oko  to  bim  wordö  oi  i-ncouragcnient, 
anti  loid  biui  lliat,  be  büd  not  come  to  bring  dibtreösing  newa, 
bat  to  take  coimsel  wiUi  bim  how  they  might  saye  the  innD- 
oent  nuns.  At  tiiesevords  this  old  inend  of  hmnanityand 
exporienoed  traveler  pricked  up  his  earB>  and  like  the  old 
irar-}ior»ü  in  the  plow,  whcn  bc  hcars  the  blast  of  the  trtun- 
petB,  begins  to  rear  and  arcb  bis  ikm  k  as  nobly  and  proiidlj  as 
tu»  was  wont  to  do  amid  all  tbc  brilliant  trappings  of  war  in 
former  timen,  so  Kufinus  raisrd  bimsolf  to  bis  füll  height,  bis 
old  oyes  begau  flasb,  and  liku  a  fiery  youth,  füll  of  enthu- 
aiasm  and  Rtrciit^ili,  hr  exclaimed: 

**  TbuL  in  ri^bt,  aud  1  am  with  yuu  in  the  matter,  and  not 
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as  adviser.  No,  no,  with  liead  and  liaiul  aiid  foot,  witli  my 
whole  body !  And  yoii.  yonng  man,  you !  I  saw  f rom  the  yery 
beginning  what  was  in  you,  in  spite — in  spite —  But,  as  sure 
as  man  is  the  measure  of  all  tmugs,  he  who  euters  the  king- 
dorn  of  Turtue  by  devioos  and  tortnous  paths  often  becomes  a 
better  Citizen  of  that  realm  than  one  who  came  into  the  world 
in  the  nudst  of  it.  Tf  is  already  lata,  but  evening  prayer  has 
not  yet  begun,  and  I  shall  find  the  abbess  still  up.  Have  yon 
a  proposition  to  make?''' 

\cs!    Day  after  to-morrow  at  this  time — ** 
"  Why  not  to-morrow?"  said  the  hery  old  man,  inteiTuptin|{ 
him. 

"  Bc^eaTise  in  twclvc  hourö  we  can  not  complete  the  prepara- 
tions  that  are  neceööary. 
"  WeU,  veiy  weUr* 

^*  Day  after  to-morrow  evening»  ihen,  a  large  boat--not  osie 
of  Ours — will  lie  ready  on  the  shore  of  the  convent  garden.  I 

shall  accompaiiy  the  ladics  as  far  as  Dumiat  on  we  sea.  I 
shall  send  thither  to-niglit  a  mounted  messenger,  and  have  a 
sea-vessel  chartered  for  the  fugitives  tlirough  the  agency  of 
my  Cousin  Cohimella,  the  ^xQ'^t  ship-owner  of  the  city.  Tl  ja 
ship  will  convey  them  whithersoever  the  abbess  shall  com- 
mand." 

**  Spleiifiid;  magnificent!**  exclaimed  the  old  man,  with  en- 
tliuöiasm.  lle  then  seized  his  hat  aud  cane,  but  his  expression 
Buddenly  changed,  and  his  beaming  coontenance  became  yeiy 
serioos.  With  measnred  dignity  he  advanced  toward  the 
young  man,  whose  surprise  was  now  great,  looked  at  him  with 
an  cxpression  of  paternal  kmdness,  and  said: 

"  I  remember  what  misfortune  feil  upon  your  family  through 
the  instrumental! ty  of  our  fellow-bolicvers,  ay,  of  the  fellow- 
bclif'Vf'rs  of  those  whom  von  are  now  bravuly  and  wi.<elv  aljout 
to  dciüJid,  and  iliis,  young  man,  this  is  noble,  yes,  tliis  \6  _<,n'eat. 
In  you,  whom  tliey  liave  represented  to  me  as  a  younir  man  of 
lliu  World,  with  extensive  iul'ormation,  I  liave,  for  die  iiiät 
time,  f ound  that  after  which,  during  years  of  wandering  I  have 
vainly  sought  among  the  pions  and  virtuons,  the  säf-sacil- 
ficing  wülingness  to  rescue  an  enemy,  one  difiEering  from  us  .n 
matters  of  faith,  from  dire  necessity.  But  you  are  yoimjg, 
.Orion,  and  I  am  old.  The  deed  alone  rejoices  you.  Isee  its 
consequences.  Do  you  know  what  will  await  you  if  it  is  found 
out  wnat  aFsistancc  you  have  rcndorcd  to  tho  o^ame  that  was 
alreaily  in  tho  iKttriarcli's  nctr'    Have  you  reÜected  that  Boti- 

J'amin,  the  moit  unrelentiug  and  besitk's  most  poweriul  of  our 
^acobite  haters  and  persccutors,  will  pursue  you  then  as  his 
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mortal  enemy  with  all  ihe  frightful  means  OTer  wMoIi  lie  haß 
oontrol?" 

I  have  considcred  it  all,"  replied  Orion. 
Then  Rufin iis  laid  hk  ieft  haiid  upon  Orion's  Bhoulddr,  and 
his  riffht  band  upon  bis  bead,  and  exclaimed: 

'^Tben  lake  at  the  outset  an  old  man's  blessing  for  this, 

ay,  a  fatlier's.  '* 

*'  A  falberes,"  repeatcd  Orion,  eoftly,  and  be  feit  a  tbrill  of 
jr»y  (low  into  bis  soul  and  body,  and  üi  docp  emotion  his  hoad 

buiiiv  Oll  tlie  old  man'ß  bcart. 

Tbey  embratud  CiK  h  olber  tbus  lor  a  moment;  then  Ihifinus 
released  himself  and  hastened  to  the  abbess.  Orion  bulook 
himself  to  the  ladies,  wboöo  curiosity  had  been  aroused  to  the 
liighest  pitch  when  they  eaw  the  old  man  disappear  through 
the  gate  leading  into  the  convent  garden. 

Mme.  Johanna  was  too  restless  to  sit  still,  Piü  gare  absent- 
minded  an-wers,  when  Orion  and  Paula^  wbo  bad  an  endless 
amount  to  talk  about,  attempted  now  and  then  to  draw  her 
into  the  convorsation.  Onoe  shc  drow  a  deep  sigh,  and  wlion 
biT  fnend  ask(  d:  What  is  tbo  matter  with  von,  ehild?"  sbe 
repüed:  '*  Tbc  re  must  be  someLlüüg  serious  the  matter;  I  feei 
it.    Ii  Philippus  were  only  bere!" 

*'  W  e  are  all,  God  be  praised,  in  excellent  health,''  said 
Orion;  but  sbu  promptly  repJied: 

Oh,  yes,  blcssed  be  the  Saviour!"  But  sbe  thougbt  at 
the  same  time:  You  think  that  he  is  merely  tisefol  for  heal- 
ing  the  sick;  but  all  will  not  go  well  untü  he  is  here/' 

£ach  one  thought  that  something  miusaal  and  ominons  was 
about  to  happen,  and  when  the  old  man  at  Icngth  retumed> 
the  expression  upon  hia  face  confirmed  the  suspicion. 

Quietly  and  seriou.sly  Iw  laid  his  hat  and  cane  down;  then 
he  drew  his  wife  atfectionately  to  bim  and  said:  "  You  mnst 
now,  as  von  bavo  m  often  already  done,  sbow  courage  and 
oomposure^  my  old  woman.  I  have  taken  upon  myself  a  serious 
duty.'* 

.Tolmnna  bocanie  dcatlily  pale,  and  wbile  slie  clnng  closer  to 
her  liu.'^baud,  Ix'souglit  bim  not  to  kcop  lier  lono^er  in  pnspense, 
bnt  to  «peak.  Her  wbole  i'rame  trembled.  jiihI  big  tears  roUed 
düwn  her  cbeeks.  Sbe  fore?aw  tbat  it  would  take  her  bus- 
band away  from  her  and  her  cbild  in  tbe  Service  of,  and  in  tho 
interests  of  -other  people,  and  at  tho  same  time  she  knew  that 
she  could  not  prevent  it  But  eyen  if  she  had  had  the 
power^  she  would  have  found  strength  uot  to  thwart  him,  be- 
cause  she  always  understood  him^  and  with  him  leoognized  aa 
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neoessaiy  for  his  inner  happiness  that  which  drew  him  from 

the  narrow  circlo  of  Iiis  honso  out  iiit(^  tlie  wido  world. 

Ho  poreoived  whut  was  going  on  within  her.  aud  it  gavc  hini 
pam,  but  lie  did  not  nllow  hiiuself  to  be  led  astray.  IFc  wlio 
had  ahvays  eiideavortd  lo  heal  eveiy  Biiflering  aniiaul,  liad 
accustoraed  liiuiüelf  to  seeing  those  whom  ho  loved  most 
sufferiug  for  his  sake. 

Marriage,  he  said  to  himself^  ought  &ot  to  ^Tevent  a  man 
from  following  his  deep-  set  collYictions,  and  with  ihm  proud 
name  he  would  jnstify  in  his  own  eyes  and  in  those  of  his  wife 
that  to  which  firequently  he  was  drawn  by  nothing  but  a  pas- 
f?ioTi  for  travcling  and  a  thirst  for  aclio]i.  E^en  ^vithout  this 
motive  he  would  liave  done  all  he  could  for  the  tlircatened 
nuns,  but  it  hl  led  him  with  still  greater  zeai  for  the  noble  and 
dangerous  work  of  rescue. 

The  frightf ul  fate  of  the  poor  öiötcrd  and  the  thouglit  of  see- 
ing them  banished  out  of  tneir  sight  caused  the  ladies  the  bit- 
tcrest  pain^  and  thuB  the  men  witnessed  the  flowing  of  copions 
tears;  out  they  also  had  the  joyfol  sidit  of  seeing  three 
women  firm  and  as  determined  as  tliemselves  to  risk  all,  and 
to  permit  those  they  loved  to  risk  all,  for  the  pnrpose  of  bring- 
ing  to  naught  a  deed  that  lilled  thom  with  horror  and  disgust. 

Mmc.  Johanna  did  not  raise  one  word  oi"  ohjection  whcn  lier 
husband  dechired  Iiis  intention  of  aecompanying  tlie  fr.gitive 
sister.s,  and  wlien  Kufinns,  witli  gh)wing  eyop,  bogan  to  ])raise 
Orion'ö  prudence  and  courageous  determinatiou,  Paula  lias- 
tened  to  him  and  with  joy  and  pride  extented  both  hands  to 
lum.  It  seemed  to  the  young  man  ahnest  as  if  his  wings  vere 
beginning  to  gtcw,  and  this  ominons  eyening  became  to  bim 
one  of  the  happiest  of  his  life. 

The  abbess  had  consented  to  his  plan,  andhad  made  some* 
additional  suggestions.  Two  lay-sisters  and  ono  nun  wrro  to 
rrmain  heliind.  The  former  were  to  undcrtakc  tlic  nursing  of 
the  Sick,  to  ring  the  hells  as  iisiial,  and  to  sing,  in  order  that 
the  departuro  of  the  others  bhould  remain  unob&e^^ed,  and 
Johanna,  Paula  and  Pul  were  to  lend  tlicm  thcir  assistance. 
"When  the  young  man  was  on  the  point  of  departing,  Ilufinus 
inquired  vnether,  mider  existmg  drcnmstances,  it  was  still 
prndent  to  brinff  Maiia  into  his  house;  he  for  his  met  donbted 
its  propriety.  Johanna  was  also  of  this  opinion.  Paula  on  the 
other  liand,  declared  that  ehe  considcred  it  bettcr  to  expose  the 
child  to  dangers  that  at  least  w^ere  still  di.^tant  and  scarcoly  to 
bc  feared,  than  to  let  it  perish  body  and  soiil  in  the  governor's 
paiace.  Pnl  was  on  her  side,  but  the  girls  had  to  ßubmit  to 
the  judgment  oi  the  othera. 


Digitized  by  Google 


B08 


IH£  BBIDE         THB  NILE. 


GHAPTER  XXX. 

PHIUP  AND  H0BÜ8  APOLLO  CONVEBSE.— OBIOK  PBEPABES 

POB  HIS  UNDEBTAKIN0. 

The  pliysician  Philippus,  after  Iiis  coiiversation  with  Orion, 
hasiciiod  through  tho  city  and  paid  so  little  heed  to  tlie  j)LOple 
wboiii  he  eucouiiLered,  and  to  the  processioiis  that  Avilh  luud 
singiiig  marched  by  him,  for  the  purposc  of  beseeching  Heaven 
at  kngth  to  decree  that  the  Nile  should  rise^  that  he  ran  into 
moie  than  one  passer-by  and  reoeived  the  repioaches  ol  many 
a  man  and  woman. 

He  entered  some  of  the  hooses^  but  neithcr  the  patients  nor 
the  öther  occupants  recognized  in  the  gruff,  harsh  man  the 
gentle  doctor  and  friend,  who  at  other  timos  dealt  so  sympa- 
thetically  and  with  mivh  encourairinff  teiukM  UP«!^  with  the  suf- 
ferer^j.  aiid  who  oftcn  would  throw  ihe  littie  cliildren  into  the 
air,  givu  tlicm  a  kidü,  or  goud-humoredly  tease  them.  Tu-day 
he  caused  even  the  grown  people  embarrassmeut  and  apprehen- 
eion.  For  the  first  time  ms  beloved  duty  was  to  him  an  oner< 
ons  bürden;  a  suffering  |>atient  seemed  to  him  a  tormenting 
spirit  which  had  leagued  itself  with  tlie  rest  against  his  peace 
Ol  mind.  What  affectionate  retuni  did  he  receive  from  men 
that  he,  for  their  sakes,  ahould  lose  the  joj  of  ezistence  and 
his  rest  by  night? 

Hutinus  was  ri<rht! 

At  the  present  tinio  one  livcs  only  f  o  cause  .^oriow  to  hia 
.  neighbor;  tlie  more  stulid  tlic  Ijrow  Avith  wliicli  one  ])ractices 
selü^lmcöö  aud  lookö  neilher  to  the  right  nor  to  the  ieit,  tho 
better  one  sacceedsl  Fool  that  he  was,  to  allow  bis  own  peaoe 
of  miad  to  be  disturbed  by  the  woes  of  a  stranger,  and  his 
prqgress  in  scicnce  to  be  impeded! 

ßigrossed  in  such  bitter  feeiings,  he  entered  a  neat  little  house 
near  the  harbor  in  which  a  brave  pilot,  snrrounded  by  Iiis  wifo 
and  eliildren,  lay  d}inir,  and  here  no  snddenly  became  himself 
again,  here  he  brought  to  bear  all  that  he  possessed  of  knowi- 
edge  and  teiiderness,  and  he  Icft  the  house  witli  Ideeding  heart 
and  enipty  purse;  but  no  öooncr  was  he  agaiii  in  the  opeii  air 
thau  hiö  old  feeiings  retiu*ned  with  reuewed  vehemeuce.  New 
it  was  bat  too  evident;  in  spite  of  his  firm  detcrmination  to 
sacrifice  bimself  no  more  for  others  he  had  to  do  it  neyerthe- 
less! 

Tba  imnidfia  was  stronirer  Üiar»  -h»,   J^kA  üm  dmiairami  bis 
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dnnlfing  so  lie  could  not  cease  siilTering  with  the  afflicted,  sow- 
iiig  liih'  bcnt  seed  to  reap  uo  harvest  in  retiuii !  He  had  been 
created  to  be  madt;  ;i  laeans  of;  this  was  Iiis  fate! 

With  head  bowed  down  he  entered  the  ofliee  of  hiöold  friend, 
'who  was  still  sitting  as  he  hiid  found  him  yesterday,  at  bis 
ßtudy- table,  beueath  wlüch  a  slave  was  suoring,  awaiting  his 
master's  commands. 

With  that  beautiful  Oreek  salntation:  **  Sejoioe!''  vbich  to- 
day  Bounded  like,  "  May  you  suffocate!*'  he  threw  Iiis  outer 
gannent  down^  and  in  reply  to  the  old  man^a  counter-saluta- 
tion  and  anxious  exclamation : 

"  How  strangely  you look,  Philippus!*'  he  said,  grimly.  "  Like 
a  man  who  deservcs  to  be  troddcu  under-lViot  l  ather  than  wel- 
comt'd:  like  a  sinipleton  who  has  again  allowed  his  nose  to  be 
twisLud;  liko  u  dog  that  hcks  the  band  oi"  the  clown  that  has 
beaten  him  unmercif ully With  this  he  threw  himself  upon 


occariBd  between  Drion  and  himself.      And  the  worst  of  it 

all  iB,"  he  concluded,  that  the  man  seenuMl  almost  attractive 
to  mo,  that  he  really  seems  to  me  njpon  the  highway  to  become 
a  first-rate  man,  and  I  no  longer  fefi  the  impulse  at  the  mere 
thouglit  of  his  strctohing  out  his  band  toward  Paula  to  f  ast 
him  into  the  first  convenient  lime-furiiace.  But,^*  and  liere 
he  raised  himself  up  impulsively,  although  I  am  lending  him 
my  aid  to  bring  the  poor  child  away  from  this  insane  old  liag, 
I  wül  not,  I  can  not  reuiain  Marians  doctor.  There  are  pleuty 
of  Quacks  aroimd  this  corpse  of  a  nest^  and  she  can  choose  her- 
soll  one  among  them«  I— I— " 

'^TouwiUSirthertendthelittlechildP'  said  Horns  Apollo^ 
interrupting  him  coolly. 

**  For  the  purpose  of  having  my  heart  daily  lacerated  with 
needles?"  cried  the  doctor,  as  he  approached  the  old  man  with 
■vehement  gestures.  Do  you  think  1  have  anydesire  to  come 
daily  in  contact  with  the  betrothed  of  this  fellow,  and  to  allow 
the  barb  to  be  twisted  around  in  my  bloody  wound  often.  twice 


anticipate  an  entirely  different  lesnlt  from  these  fre- 
quent  yisits,  '  said  Horns.  "  Yon  will  accnstom  yourself  to 
look  upon  Paula  as  that  alone  which  sinoe  yesterday  shc  can 
be  for  you:  a  lovely  young  woman  such  as  Egypt  can  oflEer  by 

the  thousands,  tho  betrothed  of  another  man.' 

Yes,  if  tliis  heart  of  mine  vrorp  a  dog  of  the  chase,  that 
mcekly  lies  down  whcn  his  master  givis  the  word  of  command 
*  down  ' !' '  said  Philippus  with  a  hurst  oJ"  ik  i-isivc  laughter.  It 
m  settled^  I  must  away^  away  from  Memphis^  aud  for  aught  I 


Horns 


a  day? 
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care  away  froiu  this  world  of  wretcliednoss!  Ay,  and  neax  te 
her  to  ünd  mj  2")eace  again.    Oh,  my  prtciouö  lost  peace!*' 

**  And  why  should  you  not  succeed  in  doing  so?  For  every 
man  a  thing  k  ojüj  what  it  appears  to  him.  But  listen  to 
me!  I  had  completed  a  thesis  touching  the  cid  and  new  calen- 
dar,  and  my  instractor  Tequested  me  to  lecture  npon  it  in  the 
mnsenm — it  the  present  school  of  logomachyat  Alexandria 
deserves  that  name  still — ^bat  I  was  loath  to  consent,  because  I 
Vnew  that  tho  presenco  of  so  many  leariud  liearcrs  would  em- 
barrass  me.  Then  tlic  master  advis^cd  me  to  imagiue  that  my 
audience  was  not  composed  of  human  beings,  but  out  of  a  mass 
of  cabbage-heads.  The  idea  commended  itseif  to  me;  I  fol- 
lowed  his  advice  and  in  this  wav  I  forgot  my  embarrassment, 
and  my  lecture  flowed  like  oil. 

"An  excelient  tstory,"  rephed  Phihppus,  "but  I  do  not 
perceive— 

"  Yoa  must,  it  means  to  say/*  said  the  old  man,  interrupt- 
ing  him,  "  make  out  of  your  most  charmins  beloyed  if  not  a 
caobage-head  then  a  creatuie  mth  which  your  heart  has  nothing 
further  to  da    Smnmon  np  joiir  strength  and  jou  läl  sac- 

ceed.^' 

"  If  the  heart  were  a  number,  and  passion  nothing  but  the 
construction  o£  calendars!''  cried  the  doctor.  You  are  a 
wise  man  ,  and  your  parchment  rollsand  tablets  have  protected 
you  like  embanlanents  and  walis  against  passion 

"  Who  knows!*'  rejoined  the  old  man.  At  any  rate  pas- 
sion wonld  never  have  gotten  such  control  over  me  as  to  cause 
me,  for  the  sake  of  a  woman  who  despised  my  love^  to  imbitter 
for  my  f riend  and  father  the  few  days  that  are  still  granted 
liim  to  ])ursuc  bis  wauderings  upon  earth.  Will  you  promise 
me  to  rave  no  inore  of  flight  from  Memphis  and  of  other  such 
matters?*' 

"  Teach  me  first  to  measure  my  power  of  self-controL  *' 
"  Win  you  at  least  tiy  to  exemse  it?*' 
"  Yes,  for  your  sake.  ' 

"  Will  you  ])romise  me  still  to  care  for  this  litÜe  girl,  who. 


'^As  long  as  I  can  stand  daily  contact  with  her— you  know 
füll  well—'' 

Let  tliat  be  an  agreement.  Oome  now  and  let  us  trans- 
late  a  few  more  pasRages. " 

The  tw  o  friends  remained  at  work  until  quite  late;  and  when 
the  old  man  was  along  he  thought  to  himself : 

"  As  long  as  he  can  be  of  Service  to  the  child  he  will  not 
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leave;  and  bv  tiiat  tiino  I  bliall  haye  dug  the  grave  of  the  ao- 
cursed  siren. 

*  «  «  «  4t  «  « 

The  next  mormng  early  Orion  had  bis  hands  fulL  Bef ore 
it  was  light  he  had  akpatched  two  faithf ul  couricFB  to  Dnniial, 
and  intrusted  to  each  a  letter  with  instructioiisto  hold  in  readi- 

ness  a  ßailiiig^-vessel  for  tlie  fa^tives.    One  was  to  set  out 
three  hoTirs  later  than  the  other,  m  order  that  the  plan  might 
.  not  suffer,  were  anything  to  happon  to  the  one  or  the  other. 

His  first  walk  took  him  to  the  liarbor,  and  he  soon  sncceed- 
ed  in  hiring  a  streng  and  capacious  boat  from  JJumial,  the 
cai)taiu  of  which,  a  trustworlhy  and  clever  man,  promised  him 
to  keep  their  contract  secret,  and  to  be  at  his  service  to-mor- 
tcfw  from  noon  on.  Havli^  taken  connsel  witb  himself  alon^ 
the  M  ay,  hebetook  bimself  immediately  to  the  treasury,  and 
there,  with  the  assistauce  of  Xilus,  he  made  his  wiU^  wmcb  on 
the  f oUowing  day  was  to  be  legally  ezecuted  before  a  notaiy 
and  attestcd  hy  witnessos. 

He  made  his  mother,  üttle  Maria,  and  Paula  Iiis  hci'rs  in 
Chief.  He  left  large  sums  as  iegacies  to  the  hospitals  and, 
orphan  asylums  of  the  land,  as  well  as  to  the  Church,  in  ordor 
that  it  might  pray  for  the  salvation  of  his  soul,  and  another 
large  sum  to  Kilns,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  **themost 
just  among  the  judges  of  his  honse/'  Eudoxia  the  Greek  was 
also  remembered^  and  finallj  he  proTided  for  the  Hberation  of 
all  the  slaves  of  the  house  and  be^neathed  to  them  one  of  the 
largest  estates  in  Upper  Bgypt  m  order  that  they  might  not 
snner  for  neoessities,  providing  that  it  ahould  be  worked  for  * 
the  common  benefit  of  all.  He  increased  the  alrcady  hand- 
some  portions  that  his  father  had  bestowed  upon  the  faithf  ul 
servants  and  freidmen  of  the  family. 

This  work  required  several  hours;  and  Nilus,  who  reduced  it 
to  proper  form  aiid  wrote  it  down  as  it  wm  dictated  to  him, 
did  it  witli  dcc2J  emotion  and  aölunitlimcnt  ut  the  circumspect 
prudence  and  goodness  of  the  yoimg  man,  whom  he  had  cou- 
sidered  as  lost  since  he  had  seen  hün  desecrate  üie  tribimal  of 
justice.  When  Orion  directed  that  the  will  shoidd  be  opened 
m  case  he  had  not  retumed  from  a  journey  uponwhich  he  pro- 
posed  to  enter  to-morrow,  f our  weeks  after  the  execution  of  the 
same,  the  old  man  perceived  that  the  last  cion  of  the  house  in 
whose  Service  hc  had  grown  gray  proposcd  to  expose  himself  to 
great  dangers,  still  in  bis  modcsiy  he  did  not  venture  a  ques- 
üon  and  bis  master  did  not  take  him  into  Iiis  conüdencc. 

xVs  ilic  two  meu  entered  the  vestibuLe,  Anubis,  the  book- 
keeper,  the  fostcr-brother  and  friend  of  little  Cathaiine,  w  , 
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Standing  there,  but  Nilus  did  not  observc  him;  and  wliile  he 
kissed  örion's  band,  that  bad  been  extended  to  him  for  the 
purposc  of  takiiijx  Icavc,  and  tho  latter  bad  commanded  him  to 
conie  again  to-morrow  evening  before  bis  doparture  to  sayfare- 
well,  youog  Anul)i8,  wbo  bad  re^peet  f ully,  yet  wiih  ears  wide 
open,  steppcd  asido,  diitifully  o])ciiL'd  the  heavy  iron  door. 
Exhausted  aud  bimgry,  Oriuu  iuquired  after  Ins  mother,  aud 
when  he  heard  that  she  had  laiu  down  he  betook  bimself  to  the 
dinmg-roöm  to  take  a  li^dit  repasi  Although  the  hour  for 
breakfast  had  juBt  come  it  was  easy  to  see  tmtt  Eudoxia  the 
Greek  had  been  awaitiug  bini  with  impatience.  A  momentottg 
piece  of  news  was  weigbing  her  heart  down,  and  before  Orion 
had  crossed  the  tbresbold  and  salutcd  her  she  called  out  to  him: 
"  Do  von  k]io\v  alrcady?  Have  you  already  heard?*' 
Then  she  begun,  en'  ouraged  by  bis  short  negation,  to  liastily 
narrate  that  Lady  ISepiiuris  bad  deterniined,  at  tbe  request  of 
tbe  doctor,  wbo  bad  jmt  bocn  tbere,  to  Bond  lier  and  Maria  to 
tho  bouse  of  a  fricnd  ol  i'liiiippus  wbere  they  could  get  pui'er 
air,  and  farther^  that  they  were  go  to-day  or  at  latest  to-mor- 
^row. 

At  this  news  Orion  inyoluntarily  started.  He  had  not  antid- 
pated  that  the  doctor  would  come  so  soon^  and  now  he  had 
again  been  the  cause  of  that  which  since  yesterday  eyening  no 
longer  seemed  advisable. 

Extremelv  uupleasant!''  hc  murmm'ed  to  liimself,  whüe 
a  slavo  liandod  him  a  broiied  ebieken  with  asparagus. 

Isu't  it  splendid?  Aud  it  may  be  that  we  shall  even  have 
a  trip  to  the  country!'*  she  replied,  Avith  a  langiüd  look  as  she 
drew  a  long  piece  oi  aauaragus  tbrougii  her  leeLh. 

At  that  glauce  and  those  words  Orion  feit  as  if  he  begrudged 
the  old  fool  the  tempting  vegetahle^  and  his  Toice  did  not 
öound  partictdarly  friendly  when  he  replied: 

City  or  country  are  both  perfectly  indifferent;  the  onlj 
questiou  is,  what  is  best  for  the  Üttle  girl?" 

Upen  his  remarkmg  that  be  was  going  to  take  a  trip  to- 
morrow,  Kndoxia  screamcd,  let  a  large  piece  of  asparaguä  fall 
into  her  lap,  and  mournfuliy  exciaimed: 

"  Oh,  then— then  all  is  lost!" 

But  he,  on  the  contrary,  rejoincd  in  a  tone  of  reproof: 
"  Then  rather  does  your  duty  of  devotiug  yourself  w^hoUy 


the  child  has  become  an  object  of  dislike  to  her  own  grand- 
mother.  Bestow  upon  her  your  love  as  you  have  ahready  com- 
menccd  to  do,  be  to  her  a  mother,  and  if  you  are  really  at- 
tached  to  her  then  give  proof  of  it  b^  this  means»   As  far  as  1 


You  know  full  well  that 
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am  concerned  you  will  find  me  grateful,  and  not  with  worda 
oiily.  To-morroT7  go  to  the  treasurc  antl  Tsiilus  will  give  you 
the  only  thiug  whereby  I  can  nov  diow  my  appredation.  De- 
Tote  with  perfect  jjeaoe  of  mind  yotir  vhole  strength  to  the 
fostering  of  the  duld;  for  I  haye  remembered  to  proTidd  for 
yoiir  old  age.'* 

Amid  the  overwhelmingexpressions  of  srratitndo  that  Eudozia 
showered  upon  him  he  arose  and  betnok  hinis^elf  to  bis  mother. 
She  was  still  resting;  bnt  t  Iiis  timo  \w  nevertheless  caused  his 
presence  to  be  announced,  and  slie  received  him  i^ladly  and 
nad  evcn  heen  expecting  his  vi.sit  for  some  time.  bhc  was  rest- 
ing in  a  haif-reciiuiug  position  a  divau  in  a  Chamber  tkit 
was  protected  from  the  scorchiiig  lays  of  the  sun,  and  she  con- 
fided  to  her  son  her  determmation  to  follow  the  adyioe  of  tiie 
doctor,  and  to  intriist  the  child  to  the  care  of  one  of  his 
friendB.  All  this  had  a  sleepy  and  dispassionate  sound;  but  as 
fioon  as  Orion  oppoeed  her  and  hegged  her  to  keep  the  child  in 
the  palace  she  became  excited,  and  with  the  exclamation :  "  Is 
that  Tonr  wish?  Can  you  make  such  a  rcqnest  of  me?'^  sur- 
veyed  him  willi  a  look  of  astouishment  from  head  to  foot. 
Then  she  oontinued: 

Everylliiiig  s^f-ms  iiow  to  be  reversed.  Old  ago  no  louger 
forgets,  but  youtii  lias  a  short  memory.  You  have  already  for 
a  long  time  been  busy  with  quite  diffcrcnt  matters;  but  I  still 
remember  who  it  was  that  made  the  last  moments  of  him— of 
my  dead  husband— upon  earth  a  veritable  hell  at  the  moment 
that  he  was  in  füll  view  of  heavenr' 

At  these  words  her  bosom  began  to  heave  with  a  quick  coo- 
vulsive  motion  attended  by  gentle  but  tearless  sobs,  and  Orion 
did  not  venture  to  make  ajiy  ^'urther  Opposition.  Ho  attempt- 
ed  to  calm  her  Avitli  peact  ful  words,  and  when  sho  had  become 
more  compobcd  lic  informed  her  that  he  cxpcctcd  to  have  to 
leave  hör  for  a  bhurt  time  for  tho  purpose  of  lookiiig  after  his 
interests  upon  his  cstatcs,  and  this  news  ailurdiid  htr  niuch 
joy.  To  be  alone,  entirely  alone  and  unobserred  seemed  now 
an  inestimable  privilega  The  Httle  white  sphenües  afforded 
her  mnch  more  satisfaction^  raised  her  spirits  rngher  tlum  asso- 
ciation  with  friends.  They  brought  her  dreams  whether  sbe 
weie  sleeping  or  waking,  and  those  were  a  thousand  timos 
moro  bcautiful  than  her  true  desolate  state  of  existonce.  To 
live  in  memory,  ]>vav,  dronm,  to  ima2:iTio  hors':'lf  in  the  here- 
after  and  in  the  juulst  of  Ikt  dejiartrd  lovcd  oiios,  and  in  addi- 
tion  to  eat  and  drink,  boiii  whidi  blic  did  offen  aiul  with  de- 
light,  was  all  that  she  now  demanded  irum  her  earthly 
existence. 
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When  in  reply  to  her  question  Orion  informed  her  that  he 
expcctod  to  go  first  to  the  Delta,  slie  expressed  rog^ret,  for  he 
mi^lit  in  I^])per  Esr\7>t  have  visited  his  «ister-in-law,  the  mother 
of  iittlo  Muria^  in  her  cioister. 

At  these  words  she  raised  herseif  up,  passed  her  hand  over 
her  brow  and  pointed  to  the  little  table  standing  near  the  head. 
ol  the  divan,  upon  which  might  be  seen  besides  a  goblet  fiUed 
with  the  juice  of  fruits^  bottles^  boxes^  and  otker  things,  also  a 
parchment  roll  and  a  writing  case.  She  leached  for  tlids^  and 
handing  it  to  Orion,  eaid: 

**  A  letter  from  your  sister-in-law.  It  came  yesterday  after- 
noon,  and  I  commeuoed  to  read  it,  but  it  began  with  a  com- 
plaint  about  your  f ather  and  the — '  You  know —  Before  retiring. 
I  could  not,  in  spite  of  the  best  intentions,  read  more.  Could 
not  stand  it!  And  to-day — first  the  Church,  then  tlie  doctor 
and  his  reque&t  cujicerning  the  ehiid.  I  have  not  yet  found 
strength  to  read  fiiriher!  What  eise  can  a  letter  bring  but 
evil?  Have  you  perhaps  an  idea  whence  1  cau  still  obtain  hap- 
piness?  But  now —  Kead  the  letter  alond  to  me,  please;  not 
the  part  about  your  father,  howeyer.  I  shall  keep  that  for 
myself  hereafter,  for  myself  alone.'* 

Orion  then  unfolded  the  little  roll,  and  with  trembling  lips 
hastily  glanced  over  the  nun's  complaint  about  his  father. 

Every  sentence  of  this  letter  of  the  widowcd  martyr  breathed 
wild  fanaticism.  She  found  in  the  cioister  what  she  had  been 
in  eearch  of;  she  declared  that  fihe  now  lived  only  in  God  and 
in  the  Divine  Redeemer.  Even  her  chüd  was  to  her  now  only 
one  of  (iod's  young  cratures,  for  whom  it  gave  her  rapturous 
joy  tu  pray  as  for  one  nnknown  to  her.  And  still  it  was  her 
duty  tu  providc  for  the  salvation  uf  ihc  child's  soul^  and  il'  it 
womd  not  be  too  great  a  trial  for  the  grandmother  to  be  sepa- 
rated  from  the  child  that  she  woold  Hke  to  see  it  again.  »he 
had  recently  become  abbess  of  the  convent,  and  no  one  could 
prcvent  her  from  receiving  her  child;  but  she  was  afraid  that 
her  too  great  natural  love  for  the  child  might  bind  her  again 
to  the  World  of  ilrsh,  with  which  pIic  had  brokiMi  forever,  and 
so  she  prü])osed  to  have  Maria  educated  in  a  neij^hboring  eon- 
vent  not  for  earlhly  misery  but  for  heavenly  blibs,  lujt  for  the 
companion  of  some  siuiul  spouse,  but  as  the  pui-e  bride  of 
Christ. 

A  chill  ran  over  Orion  while  he  read  this  letter  aloud;  and 
when  he  laid  it  down  his  mother  exclaimed: 

Perhape  ahe  is  ri^ht;  perhaps  PrOTidence  now  commands 
US  not  to  send  Üie  duld  to  the  doctor'a  friend  but  into  a  con- 
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«  Tent  and  to  start  her  on  the  onlj  road  that  leads  to  heaven 
withont  daiiijors  and  difficulties. " 

Orion  thought  to  himself  that  it  was  his  duty  to  protect  this 
bright  and  joyoüs  little  child  f rom  such  a  fate,  and  ho  bogged 
his  mnthcr  to  retlect  that  the  ouestion  now  wa?^  how  best  to  re- 
store  tlie  poor  child  to  healtn.  Ho  uow  jsaw  Ihai  she  was  in 
the  riglit.  His  father  had  uh\  a}  s  respected  the  advioe  oi*  the 
doctor,  und  lor  this  reasuu,  if  i'or  uo  other,  it  waü  her  duty  to 
f  ollow  his  coimsel. 

Lady  Nephoris,  whohadforsometimebeeii  anxiously  staring 
at  a  little  hox  at  her  side,  made  no  objection,  and  in  the  evening 
Orion  carried  httle  Maria  and  her  goyeraess  safely  to  Kufinus^ 
who  gavo  thcm  both  a  coi*dial  welcome,  in  spite  of  the  appre- 
hensions  he  had  feit  yestcrday. 

When  Marialayclo.se  to  Paula'^?  conch,  in  her  own  little  bed, 
aml  the  youiig  wumau  beut  tenderly  f)ver  her,  öhe  threw  her 
arms  aroiiiid  her  neck,  leaned  her  liead  lipon  her  breast,  and 
feit  that  there  she  was  warmly,  tenderiy,  aud  securely  provided 
for. 

As  though  she  had  been  lescned  from  prison  and  chains,  she 
shed  copiouB  tears  and  poured  out  into  uie  soul  of  her  f riend 

all  the  sorrows  and  woes  of  her  little  wounded  heart. 

All  this  time  Paula  heard  Orion's  voice  in  the  garden,  and 
she  was  drawn  powerfully  to  her  lover,  whom  Fhc  liad  only 
hastily  greeted  as  he  entt'r«'d:  lint  slie  conld  not  perisua^le  ]\i^r- 
selt*  to  tear  the  c^hild  from  her  bosüm,  to  disLurb  her  now  uiuid 
her  joy  and  to  leave  her  at  such  a  moment!  But  no,  no:  ?he 
must  see  him!  All  that  was  in  her  urged  her  to  him,  und 
when  Pul  entered  the  room  she  laid  ll&ria's  hand  in  hers, 
and  Said: 

"  So  now,  make  friends  and  stayhere  sweetly  together,  untü 
I  retum  and  teil  you  a  pretty  story.  You  love  Orion  so  ten- 
derlVf  my  dear  little  girl,  and  my  story  shall  be  about  him  and 
me.  ' 

He  was  obÜEced  to  you/'  said  Pul.  "  He  has  sent  his  fare- 
well  upon  this  tablet.  He  was  nearly  beside  hiniself  with  im- 
patience,  and  when  ho  could  wait  no  longer  he  wrote  tliis  down 
i'or  you.  " 

Paula  seized  the  tablet  with  an  exclamation  of  dibuppoint* 
mei^  and  read  it  in  her  room.  He  had  anxiously  longed  for 
her  appearance,  but  at  last  could  wait  no  longer.    How  dlffer- 

eiitly  he  had  hoped,  he  wrote  to  his  beloved,  to  close  the  day 
that  he  had  dedicated  to  the  rescue  of  hei-  Iriendsl  Oh,  why 
had  she  allowed  hersclf  to  be  kept  back,  why  had  slie  not  has- 
tened  to  him  just  for  a  few  moments,  even  to  tbank  him  for  hi» 
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goodiioss  and  faithfulness,  and  to  hear  him  confess  that  aloud  • 
aud  oix3uly  wliicli  ^  cöierday  he  had  only  hinted  to  her.  Sad 
and  discontented  with  herself^  she  at  length  returned  to  the 
child. 

Orion  had  in  fact  been  unable  to  longer  postpone  bis  depart- 
ure;  for  it  seemed  to  him  proper  to  inform  the  representative 
of  Üie  caliph  of  his  proposed  journey  and  of  his  quarrel  with 
the  prelate.  Of  all  motives  which  impclied  him  to  lend  aid  to 
the  nims^  revenge  was  tho  one  which  the  Arab  could  best  an- 
derstaad. 


OHAPTEE  XXXL 
obiok's  Tiare  lo  akr. — paula  and  thb  abbess  rats 

A  CONTEBaATIOir. 

While  Orion  rode  across  the  river  to  Fodtat,  that  ecstasy  of 
joy,  which  a  short  time  before  had  fiUed  his  soul,  now  forsook 

him«  Could  not  and  ought  not  Paula  to  have  best ow  od  upon 
him  at  least  a  fraction  of  that  hour  that  she  had  devoted  to 
the  child?  He  liad  bpon  pnt  off  with  a  cordial  shako  of  tlie 
hand  upoii  his  arrivai  and  a  look  of  gratitude.  Woiild  ^he 
not  liave  flown  to  him  witli  raj)titre  if  tlie  love,  of  which  hIw 
had  assured  liim  yesterday,  buriu  d  as  lu  rculy  and  as  deeply 
williin  her  heart  as  within  his?  A\  aü  llie  proud  heart  of  tliis 
young  woman,  whom  hü  mother  had  called  di.stant  and  unap- 
proaäable^  incapable  of  warm  and  self-forgetful  devotion? 
Was  there  no  means  of  kindling  within  her  Dosom  that  holj 
fire  that  was  aglow  within  his?  Innumerable  doubts  and  a 
bitter  oonsciousness  of  deception  bcgan  to  tornu  nt  him,  and  a 
great  weight  of  apprchension  hegan  now  to  take  posscssion  of 
him,  which  pcrliaps  lio  would  nevcr  havc  feit  if  lic  had  seen 
her  again  and  hiul  heard  from  lu  r  owiilips  her  joyou.s:  "I 
love  you!"  and  had  liad  his  own  lips  consecraicd  by  Uie  lirst 
kiss  of  Iiis  belovcd.  Out  of  humor  and  listlessly  he  entered 
the  palace  of  the  gencrai.    Disappointed  and  rejeclcd  su^- 

giiants  met  him  in  the  ante-chamber,  and  with  a  bitter  smiie 
e  thought  that  he,  too,  in  similar  manner,  had  just  been  sent 
off  withoat  having  attained  his  object — ^and  alas!  by  whom? 

He  caosed  himself  to  be  announced^  and  his  spirits  rose  a 
little  bit  when  he  was  at  once  admitted  to  an  audience  and  ij\- 
troduced,  ahead  of  Tiumerous  persons  who  had  long  been  walf- 
ing, into  the  recf|)tion-room  of  the  genoral. 

Amr  gn»etod  him  with  patornal  tondcrucss,  and  when  he 
heard  that  Orion  liad  had  a  seriuus  ( onflict  with  tho  patriarch, 
he  sprang  up,  and  with  outstretclied  hundö  exclaimed: 
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"  örasp  my  right  hand  here,  my  friend;  come  over  fco  Islam^ 
«nd  with  my  lefl  hand  I  will  make  you  in  the  name  ot  my 
master,  the  caliph,  in  spite  of  yotur  yonth,  the  guccessor  of  yonr 
father.  Away  with  vom*  douots  and  fears!  Join  hands;  now, 
quick!  It  is  painfiü  for  me  to  leaye  Egypt  without  a  vioe- 
gerent  in  Memphis. " 

Orion'öblood  flowed  liotand  rapidly.  His  father's  siiccossor! 
fie,  the  new  Mukaukas!  How  it  tickled  his  ambition,  what 
paths  of  activitv  it  wonhi  optn  up  to  bim!  His  eyes  began  to 
glimmer,  and  his  iiiipul^e  was  to  cast  himself  upon  his  ])ro- 
tector,  whosc  right  band  was  still  extended  toward  bim ;  but 
snddenly  his  oyerexcited  Imagination  brought  before  him  l^e 
picture  of  his  Saviour^  wlth  whom  he  had  made  a  silent  compact 
m  the  church,  and  in  tliis  (uro  He  sadly  turn  cd  His  gentle 
countenance  awav  from  him.  Then  he  remembered  Iiis  vow, 
he  forgot  all  tbat  Paula  had  done  to  him,  and  he  seized  the 
geueraFs  right  hand,  but  ouly  for  the  purposc  of  oarrying  it  to 
bis  lips  and  of  thanking  him  from  the  boituni  of  Iiis  lieart;  he 
then  besought  him  with  warm  and  afToctionate  eai  nestness  not 
to  become  angry  with  him  if  lie  rcinained  ürni  and  adliered  to 
the  faith  of  Iiis  ancestons  and  ot'  ins  lather.  Aud  the  general 
did  not  censure  him,  but  hastily  and  far  from  the  hearty  cor- 
diaUty  with  which  he  had  received  him,  Amr  wamed  him  to 
be  on  his  guard  against  the  ])atriarch,  against  whom  he  would 
be  unable  to  protect  him  so  long  as  he  ihsisted  upon  remain- 
ing  a  Christian.  When  Ohon  tlien  inlonned  him  that  he  was 
on  the  point  of  going  off  on  a  sbort  joumey,  and  had  come  to 
pay  his  respects  bi  foro  Iraving.  tho  commanflor  involuntarily 
Sprung  Up  and  Fan  i  i  liat  he,  too,  was  compelied  to  take  a  trip 
to  Medina,  and  would  start  the  day  after  to-morrow. 

**  As  I  consirh  r(  (1  \  ou  so  young  for  the  high  position  of  your 
father,"  exclainicd  Amr,  I  have  cndcavorcd  to  find  a  task 
lor  you  by  the  Solution  of  which  you  might  proTe  tbat  I  bare 
not  expected  too  much  from  you.  You  now  remain  firm  in 
your  purpose:  it  is  imposaible  lor  me,  howeyer,  to  intrust  to  a 
Christian  of  your  age  the  important  goyemorship  of  Memphis; 
we  might  have  made  the  venture  with  a  yoimg  follower  of 
Ij^lam.  However,  I  shall  nnt  ^ntlidraw  from  you  now  a  task 
which  it  was  thought  you  mi|zli(  otberwisc  uinlertake.  If  you 
succeed  in  the  Solution  of  this  problem,  you  will  reap  great  ad- 
yantages,  and  I  expect,  then,  to  be  able  to  use  you  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  province;  for  what  is  it  that  now^  leads  me 
forth  from  here,  where  so  many  hundreds  of  new  and  uucom- 
pleted  improyements  require  my  presence^  but  a  sincere  interest 
m  tl^e  welfare  of  this  land,  in  which  I  am  hvJi  a  stranger  stille 
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wliile  ^ou.  must  love  it  as  the  home  of  yoursc  lf  and  of  your 
family.''  I  am  going  to  Medina,  because  the  caÜpli  in  that  lot- 
ter  tiiero  reproaches  me,  because,  he  declarcs,  I  send  to  the 
treasoiy  too  emall  sums  for  bo  rich*a  land  as  Egypt.  And 
still  not  a  penuy  of  your  taxes  strays  into  niy  ijocketß!  With 
them  I  mamtain  one  hundi  ed  and  fifty  thousand  laborers  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing  and  restoring  the  canals  and  water- 
works,  which  my  predeeessors,  those  Byzantine  blood-suckers, 
80  dij»gracefiilly  allowcd  to  fall  into  ruin  and  decay;  with  them 
I  build,  improve  and  sow  seed  for  ihe  fatiiro!  AH  this  t  osts 
monoyl  It  absorbs  the  greater  part  of  the  whoie  reveuue. 
Hot  ouly  for  the  purpose  of  defeuding  myself  against  fucIi  re- 
proaches, but  in  auditiou  to  prevail  upou  Omar  to  pcrmit  me 
m  the  future,  as  heretofore,  not  to  set  on  foot  any  System  of 
Tobbery,  but  to  keep  before  my  eye  the  true  wel&re  of  the 
proTince,  for  this  purpose  I  am  about  to  undertake  this  jonr- 
ney.  For  a  thousand  rcasons  I  do  it  very  unwillingly,  and 
you,  yonng  man,  you  should,  if  your  fatherland  is  dear  to 
you —  Do  you  love  it  and  doyou  hold  its  best  interests  dear?*' 

"  From  tho  dopths  of  my  heart!''  cxclaimed  the  young  man. 

"  Very  wi  H  ilu  ii,  you  should  remain  no^-  at  home,  if  it  be 
possible,  aud  devote  yourself  with  all  your  i^ircngth  to  the  task 
that  I  have  set  before  you.  I  hate  procrastination.  My  rulo 
of  action,  at  all  timc;^,  and  not  in  tlie  lield  oniy,  not  to  wcary 
my  horse  by  riding  hither  and  thither,  but  to  make  straight 
for  the  foe.  Lay  this  rule  up  in  your  heart!  You  will  have 
no  time  to  lose,  because  I  am  not  demanding  anytiiing  easy 
from  you.  Aasisted  by  your  knowledge  of  this  land,  and  of  ite 
people,  as  well  as  by  the  help  of  the  reoords  and  lists  among 
the  archivcs  of  the  old  palaee,  concerning  which  your  father 
spokc  to  mc,  von  aro  to  attcmpt  to  work  out  a  new  subdivision 
of  the  land  inLo  districts  with  respect  to  tiie  taxable  value  of 
the  individual  district«.  We  l'cel  daily  the  insufticiency  of  the 
old  inctiiod  of  collecting  taxes;  yoii  will  find  ample  room  for 
improvement  of  every  description.  Overthi-ow  all  that  you 
find  established  if  you  consider  it  adyisable.  Others  mve 
made  efforts  to  suggest  a  new  method  of  subdiyjsion  into  dm- 
tricts,  and  a  new  mode  of  tax  coUection.  The  best  plan  shall 
have  the  preference,  and  you  seem  to  me  to  be  the  man  to  win 
the  prize,  and  thereby  to  secure  a  great  field  for  futuro 
activity.  Is  it  not  niere  enniii  and  hunger  for  the  pleasurcs  of 
the  Imjierial  City  that  ai"e  aliuring  you  away  from  your  un- 
fortunate  Memphis — 

No,  sir,''  declared  Orion.  "  Tliat  whicli  I  am  now  about 
to  do  brings  me  uo  ad\auLage  ^viiatever,  and  had  1  not  given 
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my  woid  and  boimd  myself  I  would  to-morrow  plungc  into  this 
glorious  work,  both  body  and  soul.  That  you  »  xpect  from  mo 
the  Solution  of  such  momentous  quosfions,  ü  the  noblest  gift 
that  has  ever  fallen  to  my  lot.  In  ovdw  lo  prove  mj'Self  wortliy 
of  vonr  rDTifidcncc,  I  sliall  return  w  ith.  all  possible  speed  and 
fehail  devote  to  this  work  all  that  I  possess  of  mind,  üisight, 
endurancp  and  love  tor  my  coimtry.  I  was  a  diligent  stiident, 
and  1  wüuld  be  worthy  of  shame  if  wliat  1  was  as  a  joiith 
ßhould  hinder  me  as  a  mau  from  outstripping  the  boy/' 

Nobly  and  grandly  städ/'  replied  me  seneral>  eztending 
his  band.  Do  your  best,  and  you  ehall  nave  ample  oppor- 
tunity  for  employing  your  powers.  Remembor  my  warning 
against  the  patriarch  and  the  black  Wekil.  Uufortunately  X 
have  no  one  herc  who  can  fiU  his  place,  witli  ihn  cxoeption  of 
the  brave  Kahdi  Othman,  bnt  he  is  uo  warrior,  and  is  indis- 
pensable in  his  plai'o.  Fight  shy  of  Obada^  return  promptly, 
and  the  merciful  (iod  be  with  you.^'  ' 

AVhen  Orion  had  left  the  bridge  of  boats  behind  him  oii  his 
return  liunii lie  saw  a  decorated  Kile  boat^  such  as  uow  rarely 
landed  here^  I}ing  at  anchor  in  the  harbor^  and  on  the  liver- 
road  he  met  two  ^an-chairs,  followedby  attendantsandbeasts 
of  bürden.  All  tbis  had  a  brilliant  and  arißtocratic  appear- 
anee,  and  at  any  other  time  would  have  arouscd  his  curiosity; 
to-day,  howevcr,  he  only  wondered  a  moment  who  the  new 
arrivalf?  eould  be,  and  then  retnmed  to  his  rofleetions  concem- 
ing  the  task  that  Amr  had  submitted  to  him.  He  r':'<rreU(Hl 
from  the  depiUs  his  heart  the  hour  when  he  had  giveu  his 
Word  and  buiuid  himself  to  lend  assistance  to  strangers;  for 
he,  who  after  so  long  a  period  of  iuactivity  longed  to  put  his 
Bti^gth  to  the  test,  who  saw  bimself  suddenly  and  as  if  by  a 
mirade  called  to  tread  a  pathway  that  he  had  prcscribed  for 
himself,  now  feit  himself  hindered  and  kept  back  from  an  un- 
dertaking  wliich  he  hopcd  to  be  able  to  bring  to  a  successful 
issue,  and  by  means  of  whioh  he  hopcd  to  bestow  a  benefit 
upon  his  country,  and  whioh  attracted  him  as  with  a  hundred 
magnets. 

After  his  will  luul  on  the  following  niorning  been  legallyexe- 
cnted.  he  called  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  him  for  a  pri- 
vate audicnce.  lie  had  Said  to  himself  that  at  Icast  onc  porson 
in  his  house  must  have  oognizance  of  what  he  was  undertaking, 
and  that  this  person  could  be  no  other  than  Nilus. 

Accordingly  he  was  rcqucstcd  by  the  treasurer  to  follow  him 
into  the  implnri um othis  private  dwelling,  and  this  invitation 
was  overheard  by  t^everal  of  the  clerks  who  werc  prescnt;  but 
they  did  not  allow  themseives  to  be  disturbed  in  their  work| 
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oulv  the  joimgest  of  all>  a  handsome,  sizteen-jear-old  boj« 
Wim  tanned  Egyptian  face  and  cminiug  bright  black  eyes, 
"wbo  had  followed  attentiyelj  every  word  of  tlio  treasurer  and 
of  his  ma^r,  aroBe  as  soon  as  the  two  had  left  tlie  room,  and^ 
noiselessly  and  iinobservcd,  crept  out  into  tlie  vostibule. 
Thence  he  hastenod  to  tbe  lafl<ler-like  staircase  wliioli  led  to 
the  dovo-cotL',  tlie  cari'  of  w  liidi  was  under  his  coiitrol,  swung 
himself  out  of  the  lofiy  dwtliijig-place  of  tbc  winged  messen- 
gern  npon  the  roof  of  tliu  lower  story,  and  c  i  a\vlcd  oii  all  fours 
to  the  iarge,  opcu,  rectangular  Space,  throu^li  wliiuh  the  im- 
pluvinm  was  Bupplied  witn  light  and  air.  He  drew  back  the 
awnitig  that  at  midday  kept  off  the  scorching  sun  with  a 
qiuck  movement  of  his  haud,  and  listened  with  the  atmest  at* 
tention  to  the  conversation  that  was  going  on  below.  Thia 
youngster  was  Anubis,  the  foster-brother  of  the  littlo  bum- 
ming-bird,  and  he  scemcd  not  to  bc  inferior  to  his  beloved  mis- 
tre-s  in  tbe  art  of  earosdropping,  fornoone  could  have  pricked 
\\\)  Iiis  curs  more  attentively.  lle  knew  also  for  wbat  purpose 
he  was  exposinjr  himself  oii  the  roof  to  the  unnierciful  darts  of 
an  African  summL-r  aun,  for  Catharine,  his  adored  comj)aiiion, 
the  niistress  of  his  passionate  young  heart,  had  promise d  Um 
a  sweet  kiss  if  he  would  find  out  for  her  the  nature  and  objeet 
of  Orion^s  dangeroos  joumey.  Annbis  had  himself  informed 
her  yesterday  oi  all  that  he  had  overheard  in  the  yestibole  of 
the  treasniy^  but  Ibese  indefinite  hints  had  not  satisfied  the 
little  humming-bird.  8hc  must  eleärly  see,  must  accurately 
know  wbat  was  going  on  theiv,  and  slic  was  not  mistaken  when 
sbe  presnmed  that  just  cxactly  the  reward  tliat  slie  had  promised 
the  boy  would  spur  bim  on  to  attompt  evcu  the  inipossililo. 

The  youtb  had  not  h()})ed  to  ae(Oin])lish  Iiis  purpose  so 
quickly,  alllioügb  he  bad  been  niost  bopei'ul;  for  scarcelv  had 
He  drawn  back  the  awning  when  Orion  negan  to  disclose  to  the 
treasurer  all  that  he  proposed  to  do. 

After  Orion  had  completed  his  report  the  boydid  notwait  to 
hear  Nüus's  reply,  but  crept^  intoxicated  as  it  were  by  his 
success  and  by  theprospect  of  his  reward,  wbieh  for  him  com- 

f)rised  all  tbe  bappniess  of  heavcn,  back  to  tbe  dove-cote.  But 
le  could  not  return  tbe  same  way  he  liad  como;  for  had  he  rc- 
entered  tbe  vestibule  and  met  .^onie  one  of  tbe  Iiiglier  olUcers, 
ho  would  have  been  rcmanded  to  tbe  eopying-rooni.  Accord- 
ingly  he  slipped  to  tbe  parapet  of  tbe  roof  tliat  fa<  c'd  ilie  tisher- 
man's  port,  swung  lümself  over  it,  and  seized  a  gutter  iu  order 
to  slide  down  to  the  oourt  below;  but  alas,  it  was  yeiy  old — it 
rains  so  rarely  in  Memphis— and  scarcely  bad  he  swung  his 
body  free^  when  the  rotten  tin  broke  loose  with  a  crash.  Thft 
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misguided  boy  feil  amid  the  broken  ]>ieoes  of .  tbe  giitter  down 
to  nie  ground,  a  distanoe  of  foor  times  the  height  of  a  man; 
there  rcsoundcd  from  the  pavement  a  loud  dull  thud,  mixed 
with  a  sickeiiiiig  crv,  and  a  few  moments  later  it  was  known 
throughout  the  wliole  troasury  tluit  poor  Anubis,  tho  active 
attcndant  of  tlie  pigeous,  liati  fallen  from  the  roof  while  at- 
teudiiig  to  his  ju'otf'fT^'?',  and  had  broken  his  lesf. 

The  two  jiuMi  in  the  iinphwiion  \voul<l  be  iniormed  hiter  of 
this  accidenr,  for  ilie  order  had  been  givou  that  they  should 
not  be  distiu  bt'd  dui*mg  their  mterview. 

Xilus  had  h'stened  to  the  discloRin-cs  of  Iiis  yoiing  niinster 
^Mili  iiicreasing  astonishment.  di.sconltiit  aiul  apprehension, 
aud  when  Orion  had  linished,  he  besought  him.  with  all  the 
flnenc^  of  a  trae  and  noble  heart,  füll  of  apprehension  for  the 
salvation  of  the  soul  and  body  of  a  beloved  man,  to  desisl;  from 
80  danns  an  nndertaküig,  Irom  which  he  could  reap  nothing 
but  condemnation,  injury  and  perseeution.  iNilns  was  a 
whole-souled  Jacobite,  and  the  thoiight  that  bis  young  master 
was  on  the  poiiit  of  riskincr  cveiything  in  defense  of  Melchite 
nnnn,  and  of  cailing  tlown  upon  himseif  the  anuer  and  eyen  the 
curse  of  the  patriarch,  seemed  to  him  inFufTerable. 

Tlie  wanungs  and  beseeehiiiL:;  prayers  ol"  the  faitlifui  officer 
did  not  Icave  Orion  nnmoved;  but  he  adliered  to  \\\^  determi- 
uation  and  represented  to  Tsihis  that  ho  liad  srivcn  IJutinus  Iiis 
Word,  and  therefore  could  not  now  willidraw ,  aUhough  he  liim; 
seif  had  already  lost  all  pleasore  m  the  proposed  undertaking. 
He  was  ayerse  to  permitting,  ay,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  permit,  the  ola  man  to  expose  himseif  to  such  danger  all 
alone.  Sincere  and  lieartfelt  appreliension  is  füll  of  resources, 
and  Orion  had  scareely  eompleted  bis  sentence  when  Nilua 
met  him  with  a  proposition  that  was  well  ralonlated  to  dis- 
perse tlio  youniz;  man 's  last  cause  for  hesitancy.  Mclamjnis, 
the  Greek  .Superintendent  of  the  wharves,  was  a  zcalou.s  Mel- 
chite, in  spite  of  the  lact  that  he  no  longer  darcd  to  openly 
confess  bis  iaitli.  He  aud  his  two  sons,  both  fresh,  strong 
sailors,  had  already  on  freqnent  ocoasions  given  nroof  of  their 
adyenturous  spirit  and  fearless  conrage,  and  Nilus  had  no 
doubt  that  tliey  would  more  than  wiUingly  identify  themselyes 
with  an  undertaking  that  hml  for  its  object  the  rescne  of  so 
manyof  their  pion^  fellow-Melchites.  They  could  takc  Orion's 
place  and  iend  iiuiinus  much  moro  ctticient  support  than  he. 

The  yoiinir  man  npproved  of  tliis  proposition,  so  far  as  to 
determinc  to  take  the  two  brave  mei  lianic-  with  whom  he  was 
well  acquaintixl  with  him^  because  they  might  givo  iüm,  in 
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case  of  necesflity,  effectual  aid;  but  not  on  this  accoimttowith- 

draw  his  own  personal  snpport. 

At  length  he  was  forccd  to  impose  silence  on  Xilus,  who 
ßtubbornly  insisted  iijion  Iiis  objections.  He  betook  biniFclf 
thcu,  in  Company  with  the  Radly  tronbled  man,  to  the  wharf,  and 
the  old  mastcr-mcchanic,  agood-iiaturcd  giant,  showed  himsclf 
joyfully  ready  to  assist  in  reflouing  the  nuns,  as  though  each 
oue  was  bis  ovn  mother/'  It  wonld  be  a  frolic  to  the  two 
yonng  men  to  take  part  in  such  a  scheme;  and  he  was  not  mis- 
taken,  for  after  tlie  secret  had  been  imparted  to  them,  one 
waved  bis  ax  enthufiiasticaily  in  the  air.  und  the  other  «teuck 
his  left  pahn  m  f orocionsly  with  bis  mighty  ikt  that  one  would 
havc  thoiight  that  ho  was  i^oinci:  to  a  dance. 

"Without  further  (h  lay  Orion  and  the  three  men  enterwl  a 
boat  and  rowcd  across  to  the  house  of  h*Litiniis,  to  niake  him 
actjuainted  with  the  young  men,  and  he  waö  greatly  pleased 
with  them. 

Orion  remained  with  Bnfinus.  He  had  promised  him  yos- 
terday  to  take  breakfast  with  him^  and  hreakf ast  was  now 

ready.  Paula  Iml  ah-cady  been  an  hour  in  the  eonvent,  and 
Johanna  assured  them  that  ßhe  would  certainly  return  in  a  few 
biomcnts.  Aecordingly  they  sat  down  without  her,  and  break- 
fast  ^\ ;]  -  served.  The  meal  was  almost  over,  and  still  Paula 
did  not  return.  Orion,  who  at  fir.«t  had  succeeded  in  conceal- 
ing  his  discontent,  was  now  so  eompletely  overcome  by  it  that 
his  host  had  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  short  and  absent- 
minded  answers  to  his  frequent  iuterrogations. 

Eufinus  himself  at  length  became  nneasy>  but  as  he  was  on 
the  point  of  rising  to  see  what  had  become  of  Paula  he  saw 
Piüäieiia,  who  had  been  Standing  at  the  window  and  had  seen 
Paula  Comings  hasten  toward  them  with  the  joyf  ul  exclama- 
tioM : 

**  Herc  phc  is!^^ 

But  afrain  minute  after  minute  j^iisscd,  and  ihe  quarter  oi 
an  hour  grew  into  the  lialf,  and  still  Orion  waited  in  vain  for 
Paula.  Joyful  expee  tation  liad  long  ago  changed  into  impa- 
tience,  impatlenoi  into  a  leehng  of  olfended  djgnity,  and  this 
again  into  sullen  anger  and  bitter  resentment,  when  at  last, 
instead  of  her,  Pulcheria  entered  the  room  and  requested  him^ 
in  Paula's  name,  to  eonu-  into  ihe  garden. 

She  had  been  detained  unexpectedly  long  in  the  convent. 
Like  the  smoke  wliich  the  bee-tamer  introduces  into  the  bee- 
hive,  the  tcrrible  ncws  of  what  tlireatcncd  them  had  friphtcnod 
the  gentle,  pious  sisters  out  of  their  accustomed  puacef  uiness, 
and  thrown  them  into  great  cousteruatiou.    To-day  they  had 
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to  pack  np  wliat  was  mo^t  vnlnablo,  and  althoiigh  Orion  had 
cxplained  that  only  a  limited  number  of  cliests  and  bags  could 
be  sf  ored  upon  tlic  boat,  oue  had  arranged  to  take  lier  oratory, 
anotlior  a  large  picturo  of  some  saint,  a  third  a  copper  fish-ket- 
tle,  aiid  a  fourlh,  fii'Lii,  aad  sixtii  eveii  the  large  slirine  witli  the 
bones  ot  the  marfcyr  Anuaonius  in  it^  to  whim  fhe  hierarchicai 
Churdi  was  indebted  for  its  lepatation  of  special  holiness.  In 
Order  to  put  a  stop  to  this  indiscretion  the  abbess  had  to  exert 
all  her  dignity  and  authority,  and  many  a  sister  who  had  been 
ref  used  a  place  for  her  dear  but  too  capacioiis  possessions  had 
withdrawn  without  her  treasnres,,  wecpmg  bitter  tears.  The 
superior  of  tlio  nnns  had  not  been  able  to  devote  lierself  en- 
tiroly  to  Paula  uutü  she  had  surveyed  everything  that  was  to  be 
takeu  along.  She  then  led  the  young  woman  iüto  her  private 
room,  which  had  been  f  urnished  with  pure  and  costly  Rimplic- 
ity,  and  there  induced  her  to  pour  out  her  heart  into  her  sym- 
pwhetio  ears. 

Any  one  vho  had  seen  these  two  together  mighthave  ihonght 
fhat  me  troubled  daughter  had  taken  refu^e  in  her  mother's 
bofiom  to  Beek  for  advioe;  for  the  gray-han-ed  abbess  might 
well  in  her  youth  have  resemblcd  the  daughter  of  General 

Tliomas,  only  the  aristocratic  and  yet  attractive  bearing  of  the 
young  woman  had,  as  far  as  the  matron  was  concerned, 
clianged  into  a  majeBtic  and  condeneending  dignity,  and  no  one 
could  have  told  from  her  now  spitef ully  clused  mouth  that  it 
had  once  been  the  attractive  ciiai  m  of  her  face. 

While  the  abbess  followed  the  confessions  of  the  girl,  the  ex- 
presslon  of  her  eyes^  which  glowed  fanatically  only  when  zeal 
for  her  faiih  took  possession  of  her  soul,  changed  frequentlvj 
and  what  ahe  heard  was  of  a  most  manifold  nature;  for  Paula 
looked  upon  this  conversation  as  a  kind  of  confession,  and  kept 
back  nothing  from  the  matemal  and  still  priestly  friend,  and 
told  her  all  that  had  taken  place  in  her  liie,  mind,  and  heart 
since  she  had  entered  the  honse  of  the  Mukaukas.  Not  one 
corner  of  her  heart  did  she  leavc  unveiled;  she  sparcd  and  con- 
cealed  nothing;  and  when  she  tried  lodepiet  the  miglity  efforts 
of  her  beloved  to  grasp  the  whole  senousness  of  liie,  her  love 
and  enthufiJasm  n^ed  and  encottraged  her  to  let  his  picture^ 
blnrred  by  one  short  but  deep  ahadow,  shine  forth  in  so  mach 
the  more  orilliant  light  When  Paula  had  at  length  completed 
her  confession,  the  abbess  remaincd  silent  a  long  time;  she 
had,  however,  drawn  the  young  girl  to  her  and  asked>  in  affec- 
tionate  ton  es: 

"  And  now  within  youi*  bosom  storms  are  violently  urging 
you  to  let  the  paaaion  that  has  taken  possession  of  your  heart 
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in  so  stränge  a  manner  have  free  course  to  fly  into  the  wido» 
opeu  armä  of  your  beloved,  to  resign  yourself  to  him  and  bay 
'There,  take  me;  I  am  thinel  Summon  the  priest  to  bless 
us!'  iBn'titßo?  Am  I  not  right?*' 

Paula  blufihed  deeply  and  nodded  assent  The  abbess  drew 
her  head  to  her  bosom  and  thoughtf  ully  replicKl : 

**  I  saw  him  pass  with  his  four-in-hand,  and  I  looked  and 
thought  of  many  famous  statues  of  the  heathen  Greeks.  Hand- 
some  appearauce,  birth,  wealth,  ay,  intellectual  gifts  likewiso, 
in  fact,  everything  that  could  wm  for  him  tho  heari  of  ii  I'aula, 
are  his;  and  slie — I  see  it  plainly — wouid  wiüingly  intrust  her 
heart  to  him.*' 

And  agaiü  the  young  güi  assented^  and  the  venerably  lady 
proceeded  with  a  gentle  sigh  and  as  thongh  she  fonnd  great 
diffioulty  in  doing  something  that  was  imavoidable: 

And  so  every  waming  would  be  in  vain.   He  is,  to  be 

sure,  not  of  our  oonfession,  he — *' 

Bat  how  he  reepects  it^^^  Paula  exdaimed;    he  has  shown 

by  jcopardizing  for  you  and  yonrs  his  h'fe  and  hberty. 

Say  for  his  heloved/'  rejoined  the  abbess.  *'  But  let  us 
leavo  tliat  out  of  the  discussion.  liowcver  niuch  it  pains  me  to 
thiiik  of  the  daughter  of  Tliuinas  as  tho  vvife  of  a  Jacobite. 
You  will  not  forsake  him;  and  the  father  of  love  often  leads 
true  love  in  the  most  wonderf ul  ways  to  that  which  is  best, 
even  tiiough  it  goes  astray  and  passes  through  ravinesand 
acroBS  abysses.^' 

At  these  words  Paula  threw  her  arms  arotmd  the  abbess's 
neck  in  Order  to  kiss  her  gratefully;  but  sho  gave  the  happy 
girl  only  a  few  moments,  and  then  drew  her  to  lier  aide.  Hold- 
ing Paula's  right  hand  in  both  of  hcrs  she  passed  into  a  tone  of 
calni  exposition.  She  and  her  nuns,  she  began,  wore  dooply 
indehted  to  Orion.  Her  siiu-erest  wish  was  that  Paula  as  Jus 
wiie  miglit  attain  the  liigliest  iiappiness  that  earth  ean  atlord; 
yet,  as  it  was  her  duty  to  impart  advice,  she  coulii  not  be  blind 
to  the  dangers  that  thi'eatenea  to  prejudioe  this  vcry  happinese» 
Behind  her — ^the  abbess — lay  a  long  and  manifold  series  of  ex- 
periences,  and  these  had  shown  her  hmidreds  of  young  meu 
who  had  been  given  up  by  father^  mother,  the  Ohurch,  luid  all 
good  2>coplo  as  lost  sinners;  and  of  these  many  a  one  JiatI  seeii 
his  day  of  Damascus.  A  turning  point  had  come,  and  out  of 
the  lost  sons  c'ame  forth  noble  and  pioiis  men. 

At  these  words  Paula  had  drawn  nearer  to  her  witli  eyes 
beaming  with  joy.  8he  however  shook  her  head  disa[»proving- 
Iv,  and  her  eves  nssunied  a  niore  and  more  devout  and  lanaticiil 
cxpreüäiuii  as  she  prgceedod; 
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"  Howeyer»  my  rhihl,  in  the  case  of  all  o£  these  grace  has 

ßhown  ifs  poworful  cirocts,  and  tliat  mirade  wc  call  boiiig  boni 
again  hiid  beeii  wrouglit.  Tlit^y  remaineil  tho  samt^  \u  the  body 
and  in  thoir  matuuT  ot"  llioiiMit,  biit  ihc'w  rclalinn  to  tlic  world 
aiul  tu  lii'e  Lad  becomo  eumpietely  cliangcd.  "Whai  liad  once 
appeared  to  them  attractive  tliey  coidd  iiow  liate;  v  liat  bad 
once  been  to  them  important  bad  now  become  naught;  and 
vhat  had  been  unimportant  now  became  most  important; 
where  formerly  they  liad  determined  everything  accoraiog  to 
thoir  own  wisbes,  thev  now  rcferred  all  to  tho  will  of  God. 
Tbc  old  Impulses  had  remained  the  same;  Btill  they  were  kept 
witbin  bounds  by  tbc  never-slumbering  conscioiisness  tbat  thoy 
would  lead  not  to  jov  but  to  etcmal  damnation.  These  |)er- 
sons  wiio  had  been  born  airain  learned  to  ha(t'  tho  world,  and 
their  eyes  were  dirccted  tovvard  heaven  and  upward  instead  of 
downward  into  the  dust.  If  one  of  them  stumbled,  bis  whole 
new  life  forced  him  to  recover  his  equilibrium  bofore  he  eimk 
completely  to  the  gronnd.  Bat  Orion,  the  man  you  loye?  I 
see  him  attempting  to  leaye  behind  his  gnilt  and  striying  by 
means  of  a  more  honorable  worldly  mannor  of  life  to  rcgarn. 
bis  Union  with  God.  Not  only  liave  bis  opmions  remained  the 
same,  but  his  relation  to  tlio  world  aiid  to  the  attractions  it 
offers  is  imchanged.  Carnal  love  urg(  s  him  oii  to  strive  after 
tbat  wliicb  is  bigb  and  great,  and  lie  in  attcnijiting  witli  all 
earnesinoss  to  altaiu  io  it;  but  he  may  and  Avill  stinnl»K^  ovor 
every  stone  tbat  the  dcvil  places  in  lüä  pai^bway,  and  it^  will  be 
vory  difficult  for  him  to  recover  from  the  fall,  for  his  misfort- 
imes  bavo  not  led  bim  to  a  new  birth  and  to  a  new  life  in  God. 
Coimilesstimes  barel  seen  just  such  men  as  he  sank  back  into 
sin  from  which  they  had  escaped,  and  before  we  place  füll  con- 
iidence  in  a  man  who  has  once,  eren  once,  wandered  so  far  from 
tbc  way  of  God,  and  upon  whom  the  grace  of  God  has  not  yet 
sbown  its  ])owci*fnl  offert?,  we  woidd  do  well  to  sid)ji'rt  iiis 
courso  of  life  and  bis  charactcr  to  a  longer  iu^ipection  than  lliat 
of  a  fc'W  sliort  days.  Though  j-ou  feel  bound  to  hold  fast  to 
your  hrarl's  affection,  do  not  basten  to  tbrow  yourself  into 
your  lovur'a  opcn  arms,  donot  bestow  upon  lüm  thepui-e  treas- 
nres  of  your  Dody  and  sonl,  do  not  become  bis  nntil  be  has 
fullyproven  Mmself  worthy  of  youl'* 

'^Hut  I  believe  in  bimP'  exdaimed  Paula,  wbile  tears 
etreamed  from  bor  eyes, 

"You  believe  bocause  you  loveP'  repHed  tho  abbe8& 

**  And  bccanso  lic  deserres  it.'' 

**  For  how  long?" 

•*  Was  he  not  a  noble  man  before  he  went  astray?'' 
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*^  Many  a  minderer  Las  also  been  a  noble  maiL   One  shorfc 

moment  drives  most  criminals  out  of  society," 
"  Society  stili  proudly  upholds  him.*' 
As  the  son  of  the  Mukaiikas.^' 


And  becauso  Iiis  conduct  wins  the  heart  of  every  one»'' 
And  thiit  of  the  Most  High  also,  do  von  iliiTikP  ' 


<< 


**  Oh,  mother,  mother!  why  do  you  measui*e  him  with  the 
measure  of  your  own  heavenAievoted  soul?   How  few  are  the 
elect  who  become  sharers  of  the  grace  of  which  you  speakT' 
"  He  who  has  sinned  as  he  has  must  strive  after  it 
"  He  is  doing  so,  mother,  m  his  own  way.** 
A  way  that  is  wrong,  in*ong  for  one  that  has  been  guilty 
of  such  a  crune.   All  lor  which  he  is  siriying  are  worldly 
treasures. " 

No,  no!  He  Stands  firm  in  his  belief  in  God  and  the 
Saviour.    Hc  is  no  milir'lir'ver.-" 

And  yet  tliiiiks  that  he  cau  escape  atoning  for  his  sins?'^ 
'*  iJoes  liot  the  Lord  forgive  every  sin  where  thore  in  true  re- 
pentanco?    And  he  lias  repented,  ah,  so  fearlully!  and  how 
terribly  lie  has  suüured!'' 

Say,  rather^  that  he  has  feit  fhe  lashes  which  his  sin  has 
inflicted  upon  him.  Others  are  Coming,  and  how  will  he  bear 
them?  Temptation  lurks  in  every  path,  and  how  can  he  es- 
cape it?  I  am  bound  to  call  f  o  you  like  a  warning  mother. 
Keep  yonr  and  bis  passion  within  boimds  yet  a  little  wiiUe,  con- 
tmue  to  prove  him  and  grant  him  nothing,  not  even  tbe  small- 
est  privilon;e,  nntil  hc — 

And  how  long,  how  long  shall  I  stand  npon  this  ignohle 
watch?'*  sobbcd  Paula.  **  Is  that  to  be  called  love  that  dovs 
not  trust,  that  10  not  ready  to  share  even  the  iüe  of  an  mistable 
one?" 

"Yes,  child,  yes,"  intermpted  the  yenerable  lady.  ''To 
snffer  all,  to  endnre  all  is  the  duty  of  tme  loye  and  of  yonrs 
also;  bnt  you  should  not  suSer  the  strongest  of  all  bonds  to 
bind  you  and  him  until  the  unstable  wanderer  has  become 
sure-footed.  FoUow  bis  every  step,  stand  bravely  at  his  side 
with  atTectionate  care,  do  not  despair  of  him  if  he  shows  liim- 
self  ditl'crent  from  that  which  you  liad  lioped,  try,  pious  hcart, 
tiy  to  make  him  worthy  of  for^nvuness  from  above;  but  do  not 
be  too  hasty,  do  not  give  him  your  consent  yet." 

Paula  did  not  willinffly  submit  to  this  last  adjiioniLiou  eiiher; 
but  the  sin  that  Orion  had  committed  lilled  the  abbess  with  the 
greatest  mistmst.  According  to  her  idea  a  man  wbo  had 
sinned  so  disgracefully  and  upon  whom  the  curse  of  his  d}  üi^ 
father  had  f ulen,  ought  to  have  tumed  away  from  the  worM 
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aud  ötrivcD^  with  prayers,  iov  pardou  aud  a.  new  birtli  uibLcad 
of  seeking  rapturous  joy  at  the  aide  of  one  so  favored  and  so 
tenderlv  lorA  by  her  as  Paula,  wliom  she  woiüd  bestow  only 
upou  me  most  blameloss  of  her  owii  fellow-believers.  Oh, 
how  ahe  would  liave  lejoiced ,  .  lie  who,  after  a  ßtormy  life  aniid 
the  gayetios  of  tho  world,  had  first  foiind  peace  of  mind  and 
trneliappiiiess  withiu  tlie  walls  of  tliu  cloister,  to  see  the  noblo 
daii^hter  of  her  cid  frieiid  at  her  side  ns  tlie  triie  bride  of 
Christ,  aud  pt-rhaps  her  BU(;cessor  in  ih^  otiice  of  abbess!  She 
w  as  auxious  that  her  darliiig  sliould  b(  >|)arc'd  the  great  sorrows 
which  the  profligacy  of  falLldeiSä  meii  had  cauüed  her,  and  so 
«he  had  not  deviated  one  inch's  breadth  from  the  tenor  of  her 
coonsel,  had  not  hecome  weary  in  representmg  to  the  young 
ffirl  zealously  and  alfectionately  the  ncrt'ssityof  her  Submission. 
At  length  Paula  took  leaye  of  the  abbess,  after  having  prom- 
ised  her  not  to  engage  herseif  finally  to  Orion  before  his  retuni 
from  Dumiat,  and  imtil  she  had  rcceived  a  letter  from  her, 
eetting  forth  ^  hat  opiaion  ähe  had  lormed  of  him  during  their 
prospective  flight. 

The  stout-hearted  girl  had  not  ahed  such  copious  tears  as  she 
did  during  the  couibe  of  tk^a  interview  since  the  fatal  faii'  at 
Abjla,  where  she  had  lost  father  and  brother^  and  with  tear- 
stained  face  and  aching  head  she  letumed  through  the  soorch- 
sun  of  the  midday  to  the  house  of  Rufinus  and  to  her  faith- 
ful  old  Betta.  She  had  besought  Paula  to  lie  down;  and  when 
she  had  failed  in  this  she  persuaded  her  at  least  to  bathe  her 
hcad  in  water  as  fresh  as  it  was  possible  to  pro  eure  du  ring  such 
heat,  and  to  permit  her  to  rearrange  her  liair  with  lu  r  elever 
hands;  for  thi«  had  been  her  mother's  favorite  prescription 
against  headache. 

AVhcu  Paula  at  leugth  stood  face  to  face  with  her  lover  in  a 
ehady  place  in  the  garden,  they  regarded  each  other  with  a  look 
of  embarrassment  and  uneasmess.  He  looked  at  her  ill-nat- 
uredly;  and  her  eyes,  inflamed  by  weeping^  and  her  contracted 
brow,  beneath  which  pain  was  hammering  and  boring,  did  not 
contribute  to  restore  him  to  a  good  humor.  It  was  for  hör  to 
excuse  hersclf,  and  during  the  silence  that  immediaiely  fol- 
lowed  his  salutation  she  said^  in  a  tone  oi  gentie  and  earnest 
request: 

Pardon  me  for  coming  f-o  late.  You  have  had  to  wait  so 
very  long!  But  saying  adieu  to  my  best  friend  and  second 
mother  caused  sach  deep  emotions  to  arise  and  was  so  ineffa- 
bly  sadl  When  I  retumed  I  was  almost  beside  myself  with  a 
headadie;  and  now —  How  diSerently  I  had  hoped  to  meet 
you  early  fhia  momingr' 
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"  Yestcrday  you  had  no  Urne  to  spare  for  me,"  he  replied, 

gloomily,  **  aud  a^rfiin  to-day — you  were  present  when  Kufinua 
cxtended  mo  ]m  Imitiition — to-day!  T  nm  not  imrcasonable  in 
my  deiiiands — aud  with  you,  God  knows,  1  could  not  dare  to 
bc!  But  did  you  not  have  to  take  leave  of  me  also  to-day,  per- 
La|>s  iorevcr?  Why  was  it  necessary  to  bestow  so  niucla  Lime 
and  strength  upon  the  abbess  and  leave  so  small  a  remnant  for 
me?  That  is  scaroely  a  just  divisJon.'' 

**  How  could  I  deny  it?'*  said  ehe,  sadly.  "  Yes,  you  are 
certainly  right;  but  yesterday  eyening  I  could  not  leave  the 
child  while  it  was  weeping  its  sorrow  awaj  upon  mj  bosom; 
and  if  you  only  kuew  how  terrified  I  was,  and  how  my  heart 
aclied  when  instead  of  you  your  letter — 

**  I  was  compelled  to  go  across  to  see  the  Commander,"  in- 
terrupted  Orion.  This  adventure  forees  me  to  leave  much 
beliind  me;  aiid  I  am  no  longer  the  unrestrained  and  untrara- 
meled  person  I  used  to  be.  Düring  this  terrible  breakfast  I 
feit  as  though  I  were  sittmg  upon  pins.  But  let  us  leaye  that 
at  restl  I  came  Mther  with  lieart  füll  of  joy  and  hope;  and 
now?  But,  Paula,  this  venture  is  rending  asunder  for  me 
more,  is  pladng  me  in  a  more  dangerous  position,  is  heaping 
much  greater  burdens  upon  my  Shoulders  than  you  perhaps 
tliink  or  know.  I  will  explain  it  to  von  after  awhilo:  aiid  in 
Order  to  undtTgo  it  all,  to  sccure  Üw  tVesh  courage  and  i'iitliu- 
ßiabin  I  need,  1  must  be  eortain  oi"  this  one  thinsr,  for  which  I 
wonid  risk  nmcli  niorc  and  expose  myself  to  much  greater 
dangers  and  labors,  as  though  it  were  a  joyous  Sport;  1  must 
know — " 

**You  must  know*'  she  interrupted  him,  "whelJier  my 

heart  is  fully  and  completely  yours — " 
"Whether  I," he  exclaimed,  with  increasmg  passion,  "in 

spite  of  all  the  terrific  sorrow  that  oppresses  tliis  poor  soul  of 
niine.  am  to  bc  linpjiirr  than  the  redeemed  in  heaven»  Oh, 
Paula,  my  only,  adured  i^ii  l,  nia\'  T — 

**  You  may,'' sliu  rejoined,  iirmiy  and  earnestly.  "  I  love 
you,  Orion.  I  shail  never,  never  cease  to  love  you  with  all  my 
heart/* 

At  these  words  he  ruslied  nearer  to  her,  seized  both  her 
hands  in  his  as  though  he  were  beside  bimself  ,  and  regardlesa 
of  the  proximity  of  the  house,  from  which  twenty  eyes  might 
have  seen  him,  drew  her  to  his  lips  and  covered  her  with  pas- 
sionate  kisses  until  she  released  herseif  from  hin:  and  beseech- 
inffly  cried  out  to  him: 


Not  thus;  no,  I  be;i  ycu,  not  yct  and  not  in  this  way!" 
**  ifow,  right  now,  or  when  Qiii?"  he  askod,  impetuously. 
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Buthere — ^this  garden — you  are  right,  this  is  no  place  for  two 
happy  human  "beiugs  wlio  have  just  found  each  other.  Come, 
lead  the  way  mto  the  house,  scek  a  piano  fnr  tliere  where^ 
uiiseeii,  iiiilicard,  alouo  ^vith  ourselvos  and  nur  happiiioss — *' 

No,  iK»,  nol"  8ho  sai  l.  haf^tily,  and  passed  her  hand  orer 
her  aching  bruw.  "  Comu  tu  the  bench  nnder  the  sycamore; 
it  is  quite  shady  thcre,  and  there  you  van  teil  me  all;  and  thero 
yoa  fiiiall  hear  again  how  poweifiülj  1ot6  has  taken  poBseaaion 
of  me.** 

He  looked  at  her  disappointed  and  ostranged;  she^  howeyer^ 
turned  toward  the  svcamore  and  took  a  seat  beneath  it,  and 
Orion  followed  slowly.  She  motioned  to  him  to  take  a  seat  at 
hör  sido,  but  ho  romained  Standing  in  front  of  her  and  said^ 
ßadiy  and  glooniily: 

*'  Alwavs  the  same,  alwavs  the  same  calmness  and  coldiiess. 
Is  that  right,  Paula?  Is  that  the  impotuons  love  of  wliidi  you 
speak?  Is  that  Lhc  answer  to  the  piaycr  oi*  a  passioualely  luv- 
ing  heart?  Is  this  all  that  lore  oeatows  npon  loTe>  that  the 
loTer  Teceives  f rom  his  betrothed  whom  he  is  abont  to  leaye> 
perhaps  forevor?** 

^e  looked  at  him  with  an  expression  of  deep  anziety^  and 
Said,  in  a  tone  of  touching  eamestness: 

"  Oh,  Orion,  Orion,  have  you  not  listencd  to  me,  have  you 
not  Seen  and  feit  linw  dco])1y  I  love  you?  You  must  feel  it; 
and  if  you  do,  then  be  couLi  iit.  I  swear  to  you,  my  only  be- 
loved  one,  be  content  now  witii  the  asöurance  that  this  heart 
belongs  to  you,  that  yum*,  ycs,  youi-  Paula — here  she  is,  I,  it  is 
I — will  think  of  nothing,  care  for  nothing,  pray  and  long  for 
nothing  bnt  you,  ycs^  for  you,  now  my  life  and  my  alL^' 

Come,  then,  come  with  me/^he  cried>  impetaonfily,  **  and 
grant  your  betrothed  what  is  his  due!" 

No,  no,  not  betrothed,  not  yetl''  ahc  exclaimed,  implor- 
ingiy  from  the  deptlis  of  her  anxious  soul.  In  my  veins  too 
warm,  passionatc  blood  oourses.  I  too  have  the  impulse  to  tu-]\ 
iTito  ynnr  arms  and  rest  my  head  npon  yours,  Gut  your  bu- 
trotiied — iiow,  to-day,  I  dare  nnt,  1  can  not  be!'' 

And  wliy?  Teil  mo,  wliy  liot!'*  he  cried,  angrily,  and 
pressed  bis  clluched  fist  against  his  brea^it.  ' '  Why  are  you  not 
wiUinff  to  be  my  betrothed,  if  it  be  true  that  you  love  me? 
fi'or  woat  purpose  baye  you  inyented  this  new  means  of  tort- 


"  Bccause  wisdom  has  taugb.(  m«  /'  she  rojoined,  in  a  gentle 
tone,  while  her  bosom  heaved  violently  as  if  slie  was  af!  :n  1  to 
hear  her  own  words,  "  because  witfdom  toaohcs  nie  that  the 
time  has  not  vot  ronae.   Oh,  Orion,  you  havü  not  learned  to 

üalf. 
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bridle  ihe  passion  and  the  desires  that  bum  within  you;  yon 
have  forgotten  only  too  quickly  what  lies  behmd  you^  belimd 

US,  what  a  mountain  thcrewa^  to  croflsbefore  it  was  vouchsafed 
to  US  to  find  each  other,  bcforc  I — ycs,  my  beloved,  it  miisl:  be 
Said — ^before  I  was  eveu  able  to  look  at  you  witliout  bitterness 
and  hatrcd.  A  wondcrfiil  and  nnsearchablc  providence  h^H 
willed,  and  you  too  liave  lionorably  dono  your  piirt,  that  all 
this  should  lieconie  changed,  that  wliat  was  wliite  is  nowblaok^ 
that  the  chilling  blast  of  thc  nortli  wind  bhould  be  transformed 
into  a  warm  southern  zephyr.  And  so  perhaps  poison  will 
change  to  a  sayliig  remedy,  and  corses  into  blessings.  Out  of 
passionate  hatred  tbere  has  sprang  up  within  this  foolish  bosom 
a  love  just  as  powerfid.  But  yoiir  betrothed,  your  wifo  T  can 
not  yet  become.  Call  it  timidity,  call  it  selfish  apprehension, 
call  it  what  you  will.  I  call  it  wisdom  and  praise  it,  although 
it  lias  caused  these  poor  eyes  a  thousand  bitter  tcars  before 
mnid  and  heart  could  determine  to  Wstim  to  the  warning  voice. 
And  you.  hold  fast  to  thLs  oiie  tliiug:  this  heart  will  never  be- 
long  to  any  oue  but  you,  wliatevcr  shall  hapjicn.  My  whole 
ßoul  is  yours!  I  shall  not  bc  your  betrothed  until  I  can  say 
to  you,  with  a  tnist  as  confident  as  my  love  is  warm:  ^  You 
haye  come  out  conqneror;  take  me,  I  am  yours  P  Thon  yon 
shall  feel  and  acknowledge  that  Paula's  loTe  is  not  cooler,  is 
not  meeker —  Oh,  God,  gradous  GodI  Learn  to  understand 
me  Orion!  Yon  must  leam  it  for  your  sake,  for  my  eake! 
My  head,  mereiful  Hcavcn,  my  hoad!'' 

With  these  words  sho  Ic  t  her  head  fall  upou  her  breast,  and 
pressed  her  hands  to  hör  burning  foreheaid,  but  he,  pale  and 
shivering,  laid  his  right  band  upon  her  Shoulder,  and  said,  in 
a  subducd  tone  of  voice,  and  one  void  oi  all  its  usual  liquidness 
and  harmony:  "  The  teadiers  of  esotericism  demand  prools 
and  pledges  from  their  disdples  before  admitting  them  into 
the  m3r8teries  of  their  order*  We  are  here  in  Egypt,  and  still 
it  looks  very  pecuUar  when  such  a  doctrine  is  applied  to  love. 
All  this  has  not  origiuated  with  you.  What  you  call  wisdom 
is  the  voice  of  the  sister  superior  from  across  tbo  wayl'' 

"  The  voice  of  prudence/' rejoined  Paiüa,  gently.  "The 
passion  ot  the  heart  had  drowned  it  with  its loud  demands, 
and  I  aai  gratified  to  my  frieiid — " 

**  For  what  doyou  owe  her  gratitude?''  cried  the  youug  man, 
with  angry  emotion.  "  You  should  rather  cm-so  her  for  this 
isnoble  servioe,  as  I  now  do.  Does  she  know  me  at  all?  Has 
ahe  eyer  heard  me  speak  one  Single  word?  If  the  oldwiseacre, 
this  nltra-prudent  despot  of  a  nun,  knewhow  my  heart  is  con- 
stituted  she  wonld  have  given  you  düferent  advioe.  Through 
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confiflcnce  and  love  it  has  always  becn  possiblc  from  my  earliest 
ckildhood  to  induce  me  to  perform  the  most  (litücnlt  things. 
Whaiover  fault«?  I  have,  I  have  iiever  diäappointod  frieiully 
cuiifidence  and  truöt.  And  as  far  as  you  are  coiicerned,  you, 
with  your  wisdom  aud  prudence^  had  I  been  loved  and  made 
happy^  I  oould  have  tom  for  yoor  eake  the  sun  and  the  stara 
from  the  hearens,  and  have  langhed  at  eyery  temptation,  think- 
üig  only  o£  your  approval,  and  fidl  of  joy  and  pride  at  haring 
OTercome  tbe  last  of  yoar  doubts.  But  thns — m  such  a  man- 
ner!  Tnstead  of  raiJ^inp^  me  up,  you  drgradc  mo,  you  doprive 
me  of  my  own  self-respect!  United  to  you,  1  eoidd  have  llown 
on  before  you  into  re£:;iou8  of  brightnesirj,  where  perfection  sits 
enthroned,  but  tliu.s — ^in  such  a  manner!  'What  an  iindertak- 
ing  to  attempt  to  start  jour  cold  lovu  into  violent  flames  by 
means  of  good  deeds  for  tmder!  What  a  piece  of  business  for 
a  man  to  suh  ject  himBelf  to  a  test  at  the  instance  of  his  be- 
loyed!  BepnlsiTe  and  msniting  tortnre,  which  I  can  not  stand^ 
against  which  my  whole  nature  revolta,  and  which  you  must 
and  will  relieve»  me  of  if  it  is  true  that  you  loye  me!" 

"I  love  you,  love  youl"  slie  cried,  beside  lierself,  and 
grasped  his  hands.  It  may  be  you  are  right.  I —  Oh, 
8od,  what  must  I  do?  lUit  do  not  now  a^^k  mc  to  say  yes  or 
no!  I  can  not  even  comprehend  the  most  ordinary  ideal  You 
ßee,  you  see  liow  I  am  siitt'ering!*' 

I  see  it/'  hü  rcplied,  and  glanced  sympathetically  at  her 
pale  and  tremhlin^  hrow^  "  and  since  it  must  now  be  ao^  good- 
bye  tili  this  eyenmg!  Go  now  and  try  to  rest  and  care  for 
your  seif — but  tiien — " 

"  Thon,  on  your  journey,  during  your  flight/^  exciaimed 
Paula,  "  repeat  to  the  abbess  what  you  have  said  to  mo.  She 
is  a  noble  woman,  and  will  Icam  to  Iotc  and  imderstand  you,  I 
know.    And  she  will  certainly  giv©  you  back  that  word — 
What  Word?" 

Tliat  I  gave  her,  not  to  ])ecom(?  yoiirs  until — ** 
**  Unlii  1  have  undcrgoiio  tho  esoteiüc  tnaft"  exclaimcd 
Orion,  ang^  shrugging  nis  Shoulders.  Oo  now  to  your 
r^,  go!  What  might  hare  been  the  happiest  hour  of  onr 
Ufe,  a  stränge  woman  has  made  the  most  repulsive  and  un- 
happy.  You  are  not  certain  of  yourself,  nor  am  I  of  myself. 
AU  that  we  shall  now  at  this  timo  say  will  be  of  no  ad- 
vantage  to  eithcr  of  ns.  Go  aud  take  a  rest,  sleep  away 
your  ]>;iiTi,  and  1 — I  will  try  to  fnrgct — will —  If  you  only 
kneww  liaL  is  goin::;  on  within  nie  now!  Farewell  until  we 
meet  again  in  a  more  friendly  nianner,  and — I  can  scarcely 
Unat  mysüli  to  bay  iL — in  a  mamxer  to  laake  us  more  hap|)y! ' 
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With  tliis  ho  turned  quickly  away,  hut  ahe  called  to  him  in 

an  agonized  tone: 
"Orion,  do  not  forget;  Orion,  you  knov  that  I love  youP' 
But  ho  did  not  hcar  her,  and  ^v'dh  head  sunk  low  upon  his 

breast  ho  hastened  out  upon  the  street  mthout  returoing  into 

Bufinus's  honse. 


ORION  ON  ms  RETUBN  HOME  MEET8  80ME  OLD  FRraNDS. 

Upon  reachmg  homo  Oriou  threw  himsuli  u])c>ii  a  divan, 
overoome  by  a  deep  sense  of  iujury.  She  had  said  that  her 
heart  belonsed  to  nim,  but  what  poor,  indifferent  love  must 
that  be  vhidi  grants  nothing  before  it  has  examined  the  whole 

groiuid  and  fe3s  itself  safe!  And  how  could  Paula  have  per- 
mitted  a  third  person  to  plaoe  herseif  between  them  and  direct 
her  action  and  feeling?  She  must  have  confided  to  this  third 
person  all  tliat  h;i<l  inken  place  between  thora,  for  this Melchite 
nun  ,  who  despised  kim,  he  must  be  Willing —  It  was  simply 
maddiiiing —  But  he  could  not  retract,  he  had  promised  the 
old  luaii,  liad  bouiid  himself  to  undertake  this  fooiish  advent- 
ure.  Instead  of  the  noble,  proud  niistress  of  his  whole  life, 
his  imaginatioiL  nowpicturea  to  him  a  weak,  unstable  and 
lukewarm  woman.  Tiiere  lay  the  maps  and  plans  which  he 
had  cansed  to  be  sent  to  his  room  by  Kilus  for  the  purpose  of 
nsing  them  in  comiection  with  the  task  that  the  noble  Amr 
]iad  given  him,  and  when  his  eyes  feil  upon  them  he  smote  the 
wall  with  his  Ii  t,  Sprung  up,  and  rushed  like  a  madman  up 
nm\  down  the  room  that  lier  quiet  life  had  made  saered. 
1'liero  lay  her  lute;  he  had  put  uew  btriiigs  on  it,  and  had  just 
tuued  it.  In  order  to  calm  his  feelings  he  drew  it  to  him, 
seizcd  thc  pleclniin,  and  begau  to  pla}^  But  thc  iiistrumeut 
was  an  inferior  one,  and  she  mä.  contented  herself  with  it!  He 
cast  it  aside  and  took  his  own  up,  a  present  from  HeHodora. 
How  beautif ully  and  with  how  much  feeling  ßhe  used  to  play 
it!  Again  its  strings  gave  forth  a  glorious  melody,  and  by  de- 
grees  Tie  bcgan  to  recjover  his  good  spirits,  and  the  moaic 
quictcd  his  feelings,  as  it  hnd  so  often  doiie  before.  The  In- 
strument sent  forth  beneath  Iiis  touch  beautifiü  and  toucliing 
tones,  but  often  he  Struck  the  strings  w  inii)cluonsly  that  its 
powerful  ringing  and  clashing  soimded  hke  the  agonized  cry 
of  a  soul  in  torment. 


Buddenly  feil  with  a  noise  upon  the  bottom-pieoe 
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accompanied  him  to  the  Imperial  City,  opened  the  door  in  joy- 
f ul  excitement,  and  as  ho  crofised  tbe  threahold,  called  out  to 
him:  Master,  just  tliink,  masterl  A  messender  has  just 
come  from  the  iuu  of  Sostratus  and  brinc^s  you  this  tablet.  It 
is  open  and  1  have  read  it.  Jiist  thiuk;  it  is  scarcely  credible! 
Senator  J ustinus  and  his  noble  lady,  the  mighty  Martina,  are 
here,  here  in  Mempliis,  and  they  request  you  to  come  to  see 
them  to  discuss  an  important  matkjr  ol  business.  Tliey 
amved  last  night,  the  messenffer  said^  and  now,  now — suda 
joy!  Hov  mnch  pleaanre  feil  to  yomr  lot  in  their  palaoe! 
Can  we  suffer  them  to  remain  at  the  inn?  As  long  as  hospi- 
tality  continucs  to  exist  it  would  be  a  sin!'' 

**  Impossible,  absolutely  impossible!"  exclaimed  Orion,  who 
had  cast  aside  the  hite,  and  was  now  himself  gazing  lipon  the 
tablet.  It  is  he  in  fact;  his  own  handwriting!  These  two 
immovabie  persons  are  in  Memphis,  are  in  Ejjypt!  Incredible, 
by  Zeus  " — the  golden  youth  of  Christian  l'aitn  still  emploved 
this  form  of  oath  in  Älexandria  and  Constantinople — "by 
Zeus,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  reccive  them  here  like 
princes!  Wait  a  moment!  You  told  the  messeager,  of  oourse^ 
that  I  wotdd  come  at  onoe?  Hare  my  f  onr  Pannonian  steeds 
harnesäod  to  the  BÜyer  carriage.  I  am  going  to  see  my  mother; 
but  I  have  abundanoe  of  tinie.  Order  Sebek  to  haye  the 
guests'  apartments,  from  which,  thank  heaven,  those  sick  peo- 
ple  have  been  removcd,  arranged  and  prepared  for  distingnishcd 
o(  cu|)ants.  My  present  Chamber  must  be  taken  for  that  pur- 
pose  top,  and  1  shall  retum  to  my  former  apartments.  ^rhey 
have  of  course  numerous  atteiKlantR.  Set  twentv,  thirtv  slaves 
to  work  foriliwithl  Everytliiug  muot  be  ready  in  two  houvs  nt 
most.  Let  the  two  halls  be  prepsured  with  special  care.  Where 
anything  is  vantmg>  ereiytning  in  the  palaoe  is  at  the  imcon- 
diticmal  command  of  Sebek*  Jostinns  here  in  Egyptl  But 
make  haste!  Wait  a  moment I  one  thing  more!  Take  these 
papers  and  plans  here,  oi-  no— they  are  too  heavy  for  you. 
Givo  them  to  a  slavo  and  have  them  carried  to  Rufin us,  and 
request  him  to  take  care  of  them  imtil  I  come.  Teil  him  I 
propose  to  make  use  of  them  aloug  the  road;  he  will  under- 
stand." 

Hk!  secretary  rushed  out,  and  Orion  quickly  can&ed  his  hair 
to  bü  arranged  and  liiö  mourning  garb  to  be  put  in  ordcr  again; 
then  he  betook  himself  to  his  mother.  She  had  of  ten  heard  of 
the  magnificent  reception  that  had  been  given  her  son,  and  in 
earlier  days^  her  husband,  in  the  house  of  the  Senator,  and 
thonght  it  eminently  proper  on  tliis  account  that  the  guests' 
apartments^  to  urhich  Paula^s  room  had  also  belonged^  shotdd 
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be  put  in  order  for  thc  diatüignishcd  travelers,  biit  shc  re- 
queöted  tliafc  tliey  slioiüd  be  told  that  slie  was  ill,  in  order  that 
ene  might  not  be  required  to  incf)nvonience  herself  on  their 
accoimt.  She  then  advised  Orion  to  postpone  bis  trip  and  to 
devote  himself  to  Iiis  friends.  He  explained,  however,  Liiat  it 
wodM  be  impcNssible  for  him  to  allow  mmself  to  be  detained  by 
them.  Füll  oonMenoe  oonld  be  placed  in  Sebek  and  fhe  chief 
stewaixless.  The  emperor  himself  would  excuae  a  rick  lady 
froni  the  duties  of  a  lioslcss.  ^e  would  perhaps  permit  the 
nobJo  couple  once  at  least  to  pay  their  lespects  to  her,  bat 
Ncplioris  refused  to  acqniesee  in  tbis  also.  Jt  would  be  qiutc 
enoiigli  if  the  guests  received  every  day  in  her  name  choiee 
fruits  and  ilowers,  and  at  tbe  end  of  their  visit  eostly  gifts. 
Orion  approved  of  thi«  handsomo  })ur])ose  of  bis  motber,  and 
a  few  moments  later  ho  w  ad  driving  bis  Pannoniau  steeds 
rapidly  out  of  the  oonrt, 

At  the  harbor  he  met  the  eihip  c  aptaan  whom  he  had  em- 
plo}  ed,  and  made  a  hasty  sign  to  him  with  two  fingers,  and  he 
Bignified  by  an  energetio  nod  of  bis  head  that  he  had  mider- 
stood  the  meaning  of  the  signal  to  be;  Two  hoors  befoie 
midnight  you  will  be  expected." 

The  look  of  tliis  weather-beaten  sailor,  and  the  prospect  of 
rc])aying  some  of  the  kindncssi)  of  bis  friends,  encouraged  him, 
and  however  much  sorrow  it  caused  bim  to  be  compelled  to 
forsake  just  tha^n  friends,  the  dangerb  that  awaited  bim  begau 

r'm  to  aronse  him.   It  would  not  be  difficnlt  for  him  to  wiu 
good  will  of  the  abbess  on  the  jonmey,  and  he  might  snc- 
ceed  in  bringing  Paula  to  her  reason  that  eyening! 

Justinus  and  bis  wife  were  Melchites  also,  and  he  knew  that 
they  would  be  enthuBiastic  about  his  deaign  if  he  took  them 
into  bis  confidence. 

Tbe  inn  of  Sostratus,  a  massive  quadrangnlar  buiiding, 
which  inelosed  within  its  four  sides  a  capacious  court,  was  the 
largest  and  handsomest  ordinary  in  the  city.  Tbe  east  side 
faced  the  street  and  tbe  Nile,  and  contained  the  most  magnifi- 
cent  rooms  in  the  house,  which  the  senatorial  couple  and  their 
Suite  had  occnpied  sinoe  ihß  past  night. 

The  noise  of  Orion^B  f our-in-hand  attracted  Justinus  to  the 
window,  and  as  soon  as  he  recognized  Orion  he  seized  a  nap- 
kin  and  waycd  to  him  out  of  the  window,  and  caUed  out  to 
bim  a  joyf  ul  welcome,  and  then  suddenly  disappeared. 

"  There  be  is!"  he  exclaimed  to  bis  wfie,  wbo  waslying  npon 
a  loun<j;e,  chui  in  tbe  scantiest  fashion  possible,  wliile  a  boy 
fanncd  her  and  she  from  time  to  time  touched  her  paiched  iips 
tü  a  ^iabij  of  fi'uit-juicö. 
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Ah,  see;  tbat  is  splendid!''  rejoined  ihe  matron«  and  com- 
manded  her  maid  to  bring  her  as  quick  as  possible  sometiiiDfi 
to  throw  aroimd  her^  something  yery  light  She  ihen  tumed 
to  a  most  charming  yonng  oreature^  wbo  at  tbe  first  alarm  had 
Sprung  Up  from  her  divan  and  asked: 

"  Do  you  wish  him  to  find  you  here  at  once,  or  woiiM  >'ou 
ratiicr  liave  us  to  talk  wiili  him  first,  and  teil  iiim  that  we 
have  smugglod  you  aloug  witk  us?*' 

"I  would  prefer  thc  hittcr,"  she  replied,  in  a  miisical  voice, 
and  heaved  a  deutle  sigh  before  sho  continuoU  In  a  tone  oi  t-m- 
barrassment:  What  will  he  think  of  mer  Men  grow  oid, 
but  foUy,  folly— 

**  Does  folly  grow  or  does  it  dccrease  withyears?''  asked  the 
matron,  laughiug.    "  But  there  he  is.'* 

The  young  woman  hastened  to  a  side-door  and  disappeared 
throngh  it.  Mme.  Martina  f oUowed  her  vith  her  eyes  änd^  as 
she  pointed  ont  to  her  husbaod  vhither  ehe  had  gone^  she  ex« 
daimed: 

She  has  left  a  little  crack  open.    Great  hsayens,  to  be  in 

love  such  weather  as  tiiis;  a  horrible  ideal" 

And  now  the  door  opened,  and  there  followed  a  most  hearty 
greeting.  One  could  see  from  the  manner  of  thc  cid  pair  and 
of  the  yonth  that  this  meoting  afTorded  them  th<»  doepoi^t  joy. 

As  Justiuus  drew  Orion  to  his  heart,  Martina  exclaimcd: 
'*  Give  me  a  kiss  too!'*  and  aft^r  the  yoimg  man  had  promptly 
and  good-natnredly  umplied  with  her  request,  she  oonimencei 
to  complain  witli  a  deep  groan: 

Oh,  child,  ehild  of  man,  great  ResostrisI  How  could  your 
famous  ancestor  succeed  üi  performiug  deeds  of  valor  beneath 
this  sun?  As  f ar  as  I  am  concemed^  I  am  passing  away.  I 
am  meltioff  like  butterj  but  what  will  one  not  do  for  those 
whom  he  loTes?  But  Syra,  Syral  For  Hearen^s  sake  brmg 
me  somethin?  that  looks  more  Üke  a  piece  of  clothing.  How 
sensible  are  the  fashions  of  the  Airican  peasants  that  we  ha^x 
often  observed  along  the  route!  If  theyhave  on  a  piece  of 
cloth  three  fingers  oroad  they  consider  that  they  fii-o  liand- 
Bomely  clothcd.  But  take  a  seat — take  a  seat;  here  at  my  feet! 
Bring  the  gentlenian  a  chair,  Argos;  then  a  liitie  wine,  and 
some  water  in  ono  of  those  nioist  clay  jars,  and  cool  like  it 
was  just  now.  Husband,  I  think  this  young  mau  has  grown  a 
little  handsomcr.  But,  merciful  heaven^  mis  mouming  cos- 
tnme!  How  becoming  it  is  to  him.  Foor,  unhap})y  boy,  wa 
heard  the  sad  news  upon  our  arrival  at  Alezanarial''  She 
then  wiped  her  eyes  and  at  the  same  timo  her  f  orebead^  ^tuii 
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▼as  sparldmgwiih  perepiratioi)^  and  her  hiisband  jomed  her  in 
her  expressions  of  sympathy  at  the  deafli  of  tlie  Miikaukas. 

Justin  US  and  Martina  were  a  charming  and  happy  (;ouple. 
Two  people  who  were  perfectly  at  home  in  their  exaked  posi- 
tion,  and  who,  high-born  as  they  hoth  were,  never  feit  the  need 
of  exhibiting  to  the  public  their  dignity,  because  in  them  it 
was  evident  to  both  great  and  smail  at  tho  first  glance. 

They  had  pr^cuned  to  remain  natural  and  withont  con« 
8traint  in  a  drde  of  sodety  that  more  than  any  other  was  a 
slave  to  ererykmdof  stifl  formality^.  And  vhoerer  did  not 
like  the  utter  absence  of  conventionahty  bo  prominent  in  them 
and  in  their  honae  was  at  liberty  to  stay  away.  He,  without 
ani}>it!on,  a  Senator  hj  virtne  of  In's  name  and  wealth,  who 
never  thought  of  making  any  other  nse  of  thia  nominal  dignity 
than  to  secure  for  prominent  patrons  of  Iiis  house  good  posi- 
tions  in  public  lifo,  or  for  members  of  Iiis  own  faniily  good 
Beats  upon  occasions  of  public  festivitv,  but  a  hospitable  gen- 
tleman,  the  f riend  of  his  friends,  who  both  like  to  live  and  let 
live.  3£artina,  an  amiable  lady,  who  nerer  laid  great  Claims 
to  beauty,  bat  who  had  been  mneh  courted  in  sodety.  For 
manyyears  this  couple  had  found  no  place  more  attractive 
than  the  oapital  city  or  their  magnificent  vllla  on  the  Bos- 
phorns,  and  Üwy  disliked  excessiveiy  to  visit  famous  baths  or 
to  travel  about  like  other  great  and  rieh  peoplo.  It  gave  them 
special  pleasure  to  make  it  agreeable  for  their  intimate  irienda 
in  tlieir  house,  and  there  wero  always  numerons  such  frieuds, 
because  it  was  precisely  those  who  had  growii  weary  of  tho 
pleasures  of  the  J^yzantine  court  who  eujoyed  themselves  most 
in  their  uncouvcutional  home.  The  yoimg  pcopL  were  fond 
of  sdeding  Martina  as  their  confidante,  and  Bkewise  Heliodora, 
the  widow  of  their  beloyed  nephew,  had  come  to  her  with  her 
sorrows.  Orion  had  become  acquainted  with  hei  in  the  sena- 
fcor's  honse.  Heliodora  was  the  favorite  of  the  old  couple,  but 
the  younger  brother  of  her  deceased  husband  had  occupied  a 
still  higher  position  in  tlieir  aiTeetions.  They  had  deterniined 
to  make  him  iheir  heir,  but  they  liad  for  two  years  beon  in 
mourning  for  him,  the  news  having  reached  them  that  !Narses, 
who  had  attained  to  the  rank  of  tribune  in  the  Imperial 
Oavalry,  had  fallen  in  battle  against  the  infidels.  However, 
no  one  had  been  able  to  give  more  accurate  Information  about 
bis  death,  nntü,  as  a  resmt  of  their  indefatigable  efforts,  it  was 
asoertained  that  he  had  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Saracens 
and  was  now  a  slave  in  Arabin.  Through  Orion  and  bis 
deceased  father  they  had  received  conti rmation  of  this  newa^ 
and  a  few  hours  af ter  the  departure  ol  the  young  Egyptian 
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they  had  recdved  a  letter  from  the  sup]>osed  lost  one,  wntten 
in  a  tremhhng  hand^  in  which  he  besonght  them  try  to 
effect  his  release  through  Amr^  the  vicegerent  of  Egypt, 
Aiid  8o  the  old  coaple  had  started  off  on  thIs  joumej,  which 

Heliodora  liad  done  all  in  her  power  to  persuade  them  to  mi- 
derfake.  Her  lonfring  aftcr  Orion,  to  whom  slio  had  beeu  de- 
voted  for  more  thau  a  year  with  all  tlie  iiiteiiyity  of  her  tender 
heart,  had  hourly  increased  since  his  departure  from  Coii- 
stantinople,  and  tliis  fact  shc  made  no  eüort  to  conceal  from 
Martina,  who  conöidcrcd  it  her  duty  to  assist,  as  far  as  in  her 
power  lay,  the  poor,  lovc-sick  child;  for  Heliodora  had  niirscd 
her  deceased  hnsband,  the  senator's  nephew,  to  tiie  daj  of  his 
death  with  tonching  tendemess  and  devotion,  and  f  urthermore 
it  was  she  who  hSl  giyen  the  yonng  Egyptian,  at  his  own 
eamest  solicitation,  an  opportmiity  of  becoming  aequainted 
with  the  younff  widow.  It  seemed  as  though  the  two  had  heen 
made  for  cach  other,  and  match-makiii<x  afforded  licr  the 
greatest  amuscment.  But  in  this  case  ehe  had  succceded  oniy 
in  joining  tlie  two  lioarts,  not  the  two  bands,  and  it  beeame  at 
length  cxtremely  painfnl  to  Martina  to  hoar  Heliodora  and 
Orion  publicly  and  with  good  right  spokcn  of  m  au  engaged 
connle. 

On  one  occasloa  she  had  reproached  the  yonng  Egyptian  in 
her  charminff  manner  about  his  condnct,  and  had  received  the 
answer  ihat  Eis  father,  a  Jacobite,  wonld  nerer  consent  to  his 
jnarrying  a  woman  of  different  f aith. 

At  that  timo  sho  had  not  been  able  to  say  mnch  in  Opposi- 
tion to  his  objcctions;  bnt  sho  had  often  Faid  to  herseif ,  if  it 
"wcro  only  possiblo  to  show  Heliodora  to  tlio  old  Mukaukas,  he, 
whom  slie  liad.  knoAvn  as  the  handsome  young  friend  of  attract- 
iye  young  ladies  mauy  years  bcforo  in  the  capital  city,  woiüd 
assuredly  give  up  his  objcctiousj  aud  her  favorite  in  fact 
possessed  everythmg  that  a  f athers  hcart  could  desire  for  the 
wife  of  his  beloTed  son.  She  was  of  good  family,  the  widow  of 
a  distingdshed  man^  xich,  only  twenty-two  years  old^  and 
possessed  of  a  beanty  that  mnst  charm  both  young  and  old. 
A  sweeter  or  more  gentle  and  lorablo  creature  Martina  did  not 
know.  Her  large,  liq'jid  eyes,  she  calied  them  **beseech- 
ing,"  would  molt  a  Ftone,  nnd  her  wavy,  blonde  li;iir  was  as 
soft  as  her  character  was  amiablc.  And  besidcs  therc  was  her 
rouod  and  litlio  form,  and  how  tastefully  she  dressed,  how 
beautif uU y  sho  sung  and  playeii  the  Into !  She  had  beeu  conrtod 
by  ncarly  cvery  distingmshcd  young  niau  in  Constantiuoplel 
And  if  the  old  Mukaukas  could  onl;^  hear  her  laugh  once! 
Thexe  was  nothing  so  joyous,  so  bell-like  as  her  laugb  L  Bhp 
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Was  not  especiallj  inteliectuai»  bat  omple  ehe  was  certainly 

not    Women  tliat  are  too  smart  aro  never  very  desirable. 

Ac  pnoTi  fi^  the  trip  to  Egypfc  had  been  dcfinitclj  settled,  Mar- 
tina miido  up  her  miiid  to  take  Heiiodora  }ier,  and  to 
imike  au  accomplibiicd  fact  in  ^lempliis  o£  tiie  gossip  tliat  liad 
put  the  name  of  her  darling  in  the  rnouth  of  all  the  pcople. 
As  soon  as  sho  had  heard  m  ^Uexandria  that  the  Mukaukaa 
was  dead  ahe  cousidered  the  ^ame  won.  Now  she  was  in 
Kemphis,  vith  Orion  seatedat  Eerside,  the  joimg  man  having 
lüieaaT  invited  to  Iub  hooBe  both  herself  and  her  enite»  oonsisti* 
ing  of  about  twenty  persons.  It  was  8e]f-ey!dent  ibat  the 
travelers  would  complj  with  this  invitation  or  rather  demand 
of  hoapitalitjj  and  preparations  for  the  removal  irere  at  onoe 
beguiL 

Justmns  explained  what  had  brought  them  to  Egypt  and  re- 
quested  Orion  s  assistance. 

Orion  had  bcon  well  acqnainted  with  tho  senator's  nephcw  in 
the  capitai,  and  knew  tliat  hc  was  one  oi  tho  most  briiliaut  and 
attracure  of  young  men^  and  it  gave  him  the  deepest  Bain  to 
haTe  to  inform  his  old  friends  that  Amr,  who  conla  easily 
effect  the  lil^er  tion  of  the  young  man,  wovHä  start  ou  a  jour- 
ney  to  Medina  the  day  -fter  to-morrow,  and  that  he  liimself 
V  n>  also  comp^Iled  to  leave  Memphis  for  an  indefinite  time. 

lle  perceivod  how  thir  firmly  expressed  detcrtaination  excited 
and  saddened  the  old  conplc,  and  iqwn  being  eaniestly  p)re.«secl 
by  tlio  8<'Tiator,  he  told  his  wife  and  hinisclf,  linder  the  seal  of 
the  moüt  absolute  secrecy,  what  was  taking  him  away  and  wiiat 
a  dangeroiis  problem  he  had  undertaken  to  nolve. 

Ue  had  begun,  confidcnt  of  the  approval  of  Iiis  orthodox 
friends,  but  to  his  astonisfaznent  both  oi  them  disaj^proTed  of 
his  plan  for  many  weighty  reasons  besides  on  their  own  ac- 
coimt,  floid  on  accoimt  of  the  help  they  had  hoped  to  obtun 
fromhim. 

The  Senator  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
natural  head  of  the  Eirvptian  pcople  in  his  Lome,  and  that  he 
would  saerilice  by  such  a  proecdure  Iiis  aseendancy  among 
those  whose  leader  he  should  righfcfuily  be  as  eon  of  the  Mu- 
kaukas.  His  ambition  bIiouII  urge  him  on  to  altain  to  this 
leadership,  und  instead  of  directly  resisting  the  will  of  the 
Patriarch  by  such  an  adv  ntu^  ,  i'  was  his  dutv  to  attempt  to 
render  snfferable  the  condition  of  his  fellow-Ohristians  in  this 
land,  nnder  the  sway  of  the  Mussulman^  by  aiding  the  patri* 
arch,  irith  all  Ins  might,  and  that  he  greatly  underrated  the 
power  of  the  prelate,  Paula 's  name  had  during  all  this  con- 
msation  not  beea  mentioned,  but  Orion  thought  of  her  anj 
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remaincd  firm^  although  he  feit  a  stroiig  and  deep-fieated  aver- 
ßion  to  the  undertaking. 

lu  Order,  however,  to  show  his  frieiids  liow  miich  interest  he 
feit  in  their  affair,  and  how  ready  he  was  to  Icnd  them  aid,  he 
proposüd  to  tliein  to  drive  with  Justmus  across  the  Nile  at  ouce, 
ana  snbmit  the  matter  to  Anur,  the  yicegerent.  A  glanoe  out 
of  the  inndov  at  onoe  wamed  him  that  the  aunwas  only  about 
one  hour  and  a  half  high.  With  his  fleet-footed  Piinnonians 
the  drive  would  not  requiie  a  longer  time,  and  during  his  ab- 
Bence  with  Justiuus  they  might  arraiige  the  removal  of  the 
giios'ts  to  the  govemor's  palace.  Bapgage-wnirons  from  the 
palace  were  already  standing  at  the  door  of  the  iiin,  and  car- 
riages  had  boen  orderod,  hiter,  to  carry  the  iiouored  guestß  into 
their  uew  qiiarters. 

The  Senator  accepted  the  young  man 's  proposal,  and  as  Lhey 
were  about  to  vithorav,  Makma  called  out  to  Orion: 

"  The  Senator  will  argue  with  you  on  the  way,  and  if  you 
will  be  reafionable  yon  ahall  have  a  handsome  reward  I  Do  not 
spare  your  gold,  my  dear  hushond,  until  the  Commander  has 
promised  to  undertake  the  releaee  of  our  nephew!  Listen  to 
me,  Orion,  and  give  np  this  foolish  idea!" 

The  Run  had  not  yet  quite  disappeared  beliind  the  Lihvan 
mouutains  wheu  the  four  panting  steeds,  all  (  (n  c  red  with  ioam, 
again  entered  the  court-yard  of  the  govemor  's  palace.  Un- 
fortunatoly  the  gentlemeu  had  met  with  no  success,  for  Ami 
was  absent  reviewing  some  troops  between  HeliopoUs  and 
Onice^  and  was  not  espected  before  night,  or  early  the  next 
moming. 

The  moying  £rom  the  inn  had  been  completed,  and  among 
ihe  (for  the  most  part)  molatto  and  black  slayes  at  the  palace 

might  now  bc  scen  the  wliite  slavcs  of  tlio  scnatorial  pair. 

Slme.  Martina  was  delighted  with  her  new  apartments,  and 
the  gorgcouö  Üowers,  mauy  of  wlüch  were  unknown  to  her, 
with  which  the  sick  lad y  of  the  honse  had  caused  the  two  large 
reception-rooms  to  be  adorned,  as  a  greeting  of  welcome  to  her 
honored  guests,  but  the  unsuocessful  visit  to  Fostat  feil  like 
mildew  npon  her  joyous  sp^its.  She  dedared  that  Orion  must 
look  upon  this  em  star  as  a  jndgment  from  God.  Heaven 
itself  widies  him  to  give  up  the  ad  venture  and  content  himself 
with  the  preparation  for  a  noble  work,  which  might  be  carried 
out  without  his  assistance,  :n  Order  to  carry  to  a  succes?ful 
issue  on  the  ground  of  frieiidship,  if  fo»  no  other  reason,  an- 
other  undertaking  that  nrgently  requiredhissnpport;  he,  how- 
ever, again  expressed  Iiis  regrct  at  heing  com|>elled  t  o  adhere  to 
hid  plan  fixuuy^  aud  when  Mai  una  uit^mied;     Kyhu  'd 
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prcsenfc  to  you  is  an  extraordinarily  ßplendid  one?'*  he  nodded 
to*her  sadly,  and  replied: 
Alas,  eyen  In  that  case!*' 

She  theu  lightly  i  emarked  that  thej  wotild  eee,  and  oon- 
tinucd  in  a  more  emphatic  niaimcr: 

Every  onelias  something  tliat  constitutes  his  individuality 
and  snits  nim  cppccially.  Yoii,  yonr  amiability,  my  dear  son. 
It  does  not  suit  you  to  be  .so  obstinate,  it  is  cxtrcmely  iinat- 
tractive,  and  is  exactly  the  oppositc  of  what  I  call  amiable. 
Be  like  yourself  in  this  case  m  in  others. " 

**  That  is  to  say,  weak  and  ready  to  give  way,  especially 
w  hen  kind  ladies— 

**  When  old  friends  make  a  rennest  of  you/'  she  rejoined^ 

Eroniptly;  but  before  ahe  had  finished  spcaking  she  tnmed  to 
er  husband  and  exclaimed:  **  Heayenfi,  nusband,  just  oome  to 
the  window!  Have  you  ever  seen  such  :  mixture  of  pnrple 
and  gold  in  the  heavens?  It  looks  as  if  the  old  pyramias  and 
the  wholo  of  Egyptwerc  in  flames.  Bu't  now,  groat  SoFostris!" 
— she  callcd  Orion  by  tliis  name  wlien  jhc  was  in  a  good  humor 
— "  it  is  timü  to  j^how  you  what  we  In y  brought  with  n?  for 
you.  First,  this  omament,''  and  ab  ßli^  Bpoke  she  handod  liim 
a  bracelet  set  Milh  jcwcls  of  an'^.iqne  Greek  worknuüisliiji, 
"  and  then — ^no,  no,  no  thanks  yet— -and  then —  This  thing 
18  rather  large,  and  beddes —  Oome  wi'Ji  me,  please/'  And 
80  Bayingy  she  stepped  out  of  the  parlor  into  the  yestibnle,  and 
led  the  way  to  the  door  of  Ihe  Kxanw^  "cli  P.oula  first,  and  then 
he  himself  had  occupied.  She  onened  the  door  slightlj,  made  a 
sign  on  the  inside,  and  pus^  ed  Ori<  n  g^ntly  into  the  room,  ex- 
claimin  2:  hastilv:     Look,  t^iere  von  hav  it!" 

lleliodora  was  standine  closo  h-^-  tlie  window.  The  soft  re- 
f ection  of  tlic  setting  sun  Lathod  lur  slender  and  yet  füll  and 
lithe  form  in  tend  r  1\<rht.  h  t  bcseeching  eyes  met  his  with 
tlicir  thoughtf  ul  radiaoice,  and  her  rjrms,  folded  upon  her  bot^om, 
gave  her  &e  appearanoe  of  r.  ealnt  who  was  aimoiisly  and  hum- 
bly  awaiting  a  miracle  in  anticipi.tion  of  indescribable  joy. 

The  eyes  of  Martina  also  remained  fized  n}>on  him,  and  ahe 
noticed  how  deathly  pale  he  becamc  at  the  sight  of  the  young 
woman,  how  he  collapsed  as  though  seized  by  some  kind  of  ter- 
rible,  she  know  not  whnt,  Sensation,  and  how  he  shrnnk  from 
the  apparition  at  the  window.  The  good  wonian  liad  not  ex- 
pected  this  surprise  to  have  such  an  oil'eet.  She  tliought  that 
she  had  never  seen  ono  so  ovcrwhelmed  with  love  except  on  the 
Btage,  for  she  had  no  idea  Unit  to  him  it  seemcd  as  if  an  abysa 
had  suddenly  opcned  its  ya^iihig  niouth  beforo  him, 
Kma  Itotina  xetnmed  to  her  hnsband  mth  an  agility  thal 
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one  would  have  scarcely  believed  liercapable  of,  and  exclaimcd 
before  she  had  enlcrcd  ilio  rooiu:         .  ■ 

A  glorious  Buccess;  eTeryUung  is  aCL  lighil  When  he  first 
saw  her  it  seemed  as  if  he  had  been  strack  bj  lightniug. 
Waich  out;  we  are  going  to  have  a  wedding  here  <m  the  banEs 
oftheNile!'' 

My  blessing  npon  it,*'  added  the  Senator;  "  but  no  matter 
about  tlio  wedfling,  if  she  ean  onlypreyail  lipon  the  noble  youth 
to  fib«taiu  from  this  fool-hardy  undertaking!  I  noticerl  that 
even  those  browTi  fellows  over  thorc  anross  the  rivor  bowed  hu« 
foro  liim;  and  if  any  one  can  pr^vaU  upon  the  vicegerent  to 
chaiupiun  the  intcrests  of  Narses,  ho  certainly  can.  Ho  must 
under  no  cü'cumstances  leave  us!  You  have  impressed  tho 
importance  npon  Heüodora  of  his — 

"  Beinff  persnaded  to  remain  heref  langhed  Martina.  "  I 
teil  you  Sie  will  nsil  him  down  liero  if  that  oe  necessary." 

*'  Advance  then  to  the  breachr*  re^Iied  Justinus.  "  Bnt, 
wife,  it  is  hardly  proper  for  you,  as  it  were,  to  force  them 
together.  You  are  properly>  80  to  speak^  her  female  mentor, 
her  maternal  protector. 

(xreat  lieavcns!''  rejoined  Martina.  They  never  invited 
persons  to  be  present  at  their  moetings  at  home.  These  poor 
lovc-sick  pcople  must  be  aüuwed  to  have  at  Icast  one  long  con- 
versafcion  alone  and  enjoy  to  the  ntmost  seein^  each  othcr  again! 
After  awhile  I  shaU  again  interf ere,  and  shaU  a^ain  become  the 
anxious  matemal  friend.  Linel  Line!  If  wenavea  wedding 
here  I  shall  most  assuredly  make  a  pilgrimage  in  my  bare  feet 
to  Saint  Agathe. " 

And  1  shall  do  the  samo  vrith  only  one  shoe  on!'"*  added 
the  Senator;  for —  Everythiiig  lliut  is  riglit —  But  thtso  rcportä 
about  Dora  toward  the  last  surpassed  the  boundaries  of  cr.dur- 
ance.  It  was  scarcely  any  longer  possible  to  see  tho  two 
togethor  alone.    Bnt  von  — "No,  really!    Go  in  there  now — " 

Presen tly,  presently!"  said  Martina.  *'But  just  como 
here  to  the  wind!ow  onoe  morel  Oh,  that  snnl  How  it  is  too 
late.  Two  minntes  ago  the  whole  heavens  looked  as  red  as  my 
new  red  cloak.  Now  all  is  veiled  in  darkness.  The  house,  the 
garden  are  pretty,  and  ereryllilng  is  old  and  mas.-ive;  it  is  just 
as  I  have  always  ima^ined  the  home  ol'  the  rieh  Mukaukasr' 

"  So  liavc  1!"  r"J'>incd  Justinus.  But  von  mmt  go  now. 
If  they  become  imited«  Dora  can  certainly  congratolate  her- 
aeif!'' 

**  Tliat  is  exactly  my  opinion  also!"  cxciaimed  Martina. 
But  her  villa  nccd  not  be  ncgiccted  either;  and  they  can 
spend  their  sommers  there.    I  mean  to  arrange  that.    If  oui 
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poor  dear  Xarses  ouly  does  not  lose  Iiis  life,  f or  fcwo  years  of 
dayenr  means  a  great  deal,  then  I  might  be  in  a  position-*'' 

To  alter  yonr  last  will?  So  serions  it  is  not;  bnt  there  ia 
no  hiirry  aboufc  that,  and  you  can  go  nowand  Interrupt  theml" 

Presently,  directly!  One  ought  to  be  allowed  to  finish 
talking.  I  f or  my  part  do  not  know  anj  one  vhom  I  would 
rather  put  in  Karses  s  place—'* 

*^  Than  Orion  and  Dox&t  Well,  as  far  as  I  am  concemed, 
do  so;  bnt  now — " 

Pediaps  it  is  wronsT  to  place  one  even  in  tliouglit  among 
the  dead  while  he  is  still  alive.  In  no  event  can  wu  permit  the 
poor  boj  to  retnm  to  his  Position  in  the  cavalry.  ^* 

Under  no  condition;  out^  Martina — " 

To-morrow  Orion  will  lay  before  the  Arabian  oor  matter 
wifch  Iiis'  most  cordial  Support — '* 
"  If  he  only  remains  here!" 

**  öhall  we  lay  a  wap^cr  that  slio  will  Icccp  him  here?" 

"  Do  you  considcr  me  a  fooi?'^  lauglied  the  Senator.  Do 
I  ever  get  anything  from  you  when  I  bet  and  win?  But  now, 
jokinjr  aside,  go  and  loolv  after  them/* 

Tliis  time  Mai  Una  complied  with  her  husband's  rcouest,  and 
ehe  wonld  hare  won  the  bet,  f or  the  sweet  flattery  of  Hehodora 
had  beguüed  him  into  doing  what  neither  the  letter  of  his  sis* 
ter-in-äw  nor  the  waming  Toice  of  his  child-Üke  faith,  nor  the 
faithfnl  advice  of  an  honest  officer,  nor  the  convincing  gronnds 
assigned  by  the  Senator  had  been  able  to  move  him  to  <£>. 

llow  her  loving  hearfc  had  biir-^t  forth  into  flames  when  she 
saw  how  doeply  he  had  been  nioved  by  the  sight  of  her,  with 
what  touchiiig  dcvotion  she  had  sunk  üito  his  arms,  with  what 
hnmility  and  s\veet  sadness  and  still  sweetcr  joy  had  she  sunk 
at  his  ieefc,  embraced  his  knees,  and  with  eycs  moist  and  f  iill  of 
rapturous  deyotion  besought  him  not  to  leave  her  to-day,  to 
etay  just  nntil  to-morrow,  and  then,  if  he  wished,  to  trample 
her  into  the  dnst  Now  just  at  this  time  when  ehe,  over- 
whelmed  with  pain  and  longing,  had  found  him  again,  to  for* 
sake  her,  to  see  him  hurl  himself  into  the  armsof  an  uncertain 
fate,  woul  I  he  her  death;  she  coiild  not  survive  it.  And  when 
he  still  tried  to  resisfc  her  she  thrcw  herseif  into  his  arms,  cov- 
ered  his  mouth  with  passionate  kisses  and  called  him  by  all 
those  affectionate  names  that  had  once  been  so  dear  to  him. 

Why  hiul  lie  ncver  seriously  tried  to  makeher  his  own?  Why 
had  he  so  soon  forgotten  her?  Bfcause  she  who  had  understood 
so  well  how  to  preserve  her  di^nity  with  the  ntmost  care  so  far 
as  others  vere  concemed  had  yielded  herseif  to  him  withont 
reeistanoc»!  as  if  she  were  under  the  infloence  of  some  vos^q 
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power  after  she  had  seen  him  only  once  or  twice.  The  costly 
bootj  that  hiul  been  so  easily  taken  sooii  became  less  valuable 
to  huiL  Bui  toHlaj  exactly  that  vhich  had  f ormerl j  cooled 
his  ardor  now  inflamed  him.   It  was  thus  he  desired  to  he,  it 

was  thus  he  must  be  loved.  With  fiill  and  complete  devotion, 
with  a  heart  that  thought  of  him  alouo  and  not  of  itself,  that 
for  warm  lore  dcmandcd  nothing  but  love  in  retum,  that  did 
not  anxiously  smround  itself  with  barriers  and  appeal  to  othera 
for  advice  to  protcct  itf^elf  against  him.  Thia  bcaiitiful 
young  woman,  füll  of  passion,  who  had  treated  witli  cojitompt 
Ihe  vcrdict  of  society,  who  had  taken  npon  herseif  sorrow  and 
suff ering  for  tlie  sake  of  oue  whom  she  kncw  would  nevcr  mako 
her  his  own  in  the  eyes  of  Qod  and  of  men;  yes,  she  nnderstood 
how  to  loye^  and  it  exalted  him  who  often  was  about  to  despaii 
of  himself  to  feel  his  heart  thus  prized  abovo  all  eise,  to  bc — 
he  would  scaroelj  aoknowledge  it  to  himself — thus  "  deified/** 
And  how  charnung,  how  wholly  feminine  she  was! 

The  "  beseeehing  '*  eres  of  which  ho  hnd  groTO  tircd  io 
Constantinople,  bocause  they  had  been  füll  of  the  t^ame  toiich- 
inc:  and  besecchincr  l^^^k  when  ßhe  was  be^n^x  lüm  not  to 
leave  her  as  whou  she  requested  him  to  tlir«»w  hör  sliawl 
around  her  Shoulders,  these  captivatiug  eyes  that  had  lirsfc 
drawu  liim  to  her,  again  assumed  their  former.  power  and  exer- 
oised  npon  him  all  their  old  magie. 

In  these  moments  füll  of  tender  devotion  ho  had  promised 
her  at  Icast  to  tako  into  considcration  whether  ho  couM  not 
haye  himself  released  f  rom  the  obligations  which  he  had  taken 
npon  himself;  but  lio  had  scarcely  done  tliis  when  ho  thought 
Ol  Paula  aixaiu.  and  an  hiternal  voico  calliHl  to  liini  warninj'Iy 
tliat  she  belonged  to  a  liiicher  class  of  humanity  ihan  this  lov- 
ing  and  weak  woman  'w  ho  was  so  entirely  within  his  23ower; 
that  she  meant  for  him  imi^rovement,  but  licliodora  dcslruc- 
tion.  He  at  length  sncceeded  in  releasing  himself  from  the 
arms  of  his  recovered  friend,  and  after  the  first  step  out  of 
the  excitement  into  which  he  had  been  plunged  into  tne  world 
of  reality,  ho  cast  his  eyes  about  himlike  one  waking  from 
sleep;  and  it  seemed  to  him  as  if  some  malicious  cvil  spirit  had 
ordaincd  that  Pauhx's  room  of  all  others  should  have  heen  the 
sceno  of  this  lueoting,  and  of  Iiis  weakness. 

Her  inquiry  aiter  ihe  iittlo  white  dog  which  she  had  given 
him  as  a  memento  rccalled  to  his  mind  the  unfortunato  emcr- 
ald  w^hich  had  oeen  intendtd  as  an  anfidoraii  or  retiaii 
gift  for  the  dog;  and  when  ho  evasively  told  her  that  he  had 
rememhered  her  passion  for  rare  jewels  and  that  he  had  sent 
her  a  specially  hiubdsome  stono  about  which  he  would  take  an 
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early  oppoiimuty  to  talk  with  her^  ehe  gare  expression  to  Im 
joy  and  thanks  in  such  a  child-like  and  attractivc  manner,  she 
was  80  clever  in  takiug  advantage  of  Iiis  fondness  for  her 
charraing  tenderness  in  Order  to  persuade  him  of  the  necessity 

of  his  reinainiiig  in  Memphis,  that  he  himself  hcgan  to  believe 
it  and  to  yield  to  her.  The  luoro  uearly  thiü  dotermination 
corresponded  witli  Iiis  own  wiahcs  the  more  easily  couid  he 
eatisfy  him?elf  tlial  it  was  well-founded. 

Old  Ruiiuuö  did  not  need  him  any  longer;  and  although  he, 
Oriou^  had  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  bis  yadllatiiig  mind^  yet  bo 
coold  saT  to  himself  on  the  other  band  tbat  it  was  imkind  and 
ungrateful  toward  his  dear  old  frlends  to  forsake  them  Jost  at 
a  time  when  he  might  he  Eci-vi<  eable  to  them.  Two  strong 
arms  coold  not  be  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  the  niins, 
while  poor  imprisoned  Narses,  without  his  assistance  and  intcr- 
ee-^sion  with  tlio  Commander,  might  he  lost  bcforc  ho  oould  be 
released.  At  any  rate  it  was  time  for  him  to  make  a  ünal  de- 
cision.    Iso,  he  couid  not  leave  to-dayl 

It  \Vii6  decided ! 

Rullnus  miiöt  bc  at  onco  informtxl  of  this  change  in  his 
plan& 

It  seemed  perfectly  impossible  to  bim  to  sit  down  and  write 
at  such  a  time.  The  secretarj  of  the  treasuiy  must  perform 
the  duty  iu  his  name;  and  be  well  knew  bow  gladly  Kilua 

wonld  undertake  it. 

Heliodora  clapped  her  hands;  and  j  iist  as  Martina  knocked 
at  the  door  the  tvro  appeared.  She  beamin^^  with  joy,  and  so 
charming  iu  her  rieh,  iashionable,  and  caix'l'ully  sulcctod  clothes, 
and  in  spite  of  her  inRigiulii-ant  stature  so  priucely  aiid  liand- 
some  tliat  slie  woiild  liavc  won  the  admiration  of  the  genlle- 
mcii  and  the  envj^  of  tht?  hidie»  even  in  the  cajjitalj  he  in  gay 
spiiits,  but  stül  with  a  meditatiTe  amile  npon  bis  lips. 

He  had  scarcely  closed  the  door  when  be  observea  just  in  the 
Space  before  the  room  wbich  Paula  had  formerly  occupied  two 
female  figures.    They  werc  little  Catharine  and  her  niaid. 

Afier  yn-Hirr  Anubis  had  fallen  frora  the  roof  they  had  pro 
vided  a  place  for  lilni  in  this  part  of  tlie  eFtabli>]iment;  aiul 
üintü  of  the  preparation  of  tlio  apartments  for  the  distinguishod 
g'R'st.s  ]  )r.  Philippus  couid  uot  be  pursuaded  to  consent  to  the 
removal  of  t  lie  poor  hoy,  who  was  m  need  of  perfect  quiet,  inte 
the  stoiy  below. 

The  mothcr  of  the  severely  pimished  eavesdropper — Cath« 
arine's  nnrse — was  with  him;  the  little  hnmming-binl,  with  be/ 
maid,  had  accompanied  her,  and  she  would  baye  been  deÜgbted 
if  «he  oould  baye  incidentally  asoertained  whether  her  foetet 
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brother  had  heard  any  ncws  bcforc  I1I0  fallj  but  the  poor  boy 
was  so  weak  and  his  pain  so  severe  that  ab»  ooiüd  not  find 
oourage  to  worry  him  wiih  quosiions. 

Bat  the  benevolent  walk  of  the  little  Samaiitan  was  not  to 
be  entiielj  in  vain;  for  to  see  Orion  emerge  from  Paula's 
iormer  room  with  such  a  beautiful  and  ai  istocratic-looking 
woman  was  sometliing  of  imiisiial  interest  which  made  it  worth 
!i(  r  while  to  opeE  her  eyes.  Slie  would  willingly  have  goiic 
twice  the  distance  to  the  govomor*s  palace  merely  to  f«ee  the 
clothes  and  the  oi  iiaments  of  this  stränge  lady  who,  it  öeumed, 
had  fallcji  l'roni  tho  skics.  Such  a  oue  rarely  strayed  iuto 
Memjphis;  and  slie  asked  herseif  w  hether  this  handsome  and 
striking-looking  woman  might  not  poasibly  be  ^*  the  other  one  " 
and  not  Panlaf  Might  not  Orion  have  been  coquetting  with 
Pania  as  he  had  done  with  her?  An  eztremely  affectionate 
meeting  raust  havo  taken  placö^  in  that  room,  for  every  feature 
of  the  eaiiit-hke  face  of  the  blonde  bonuty  betrayed  deep  emo- 
tion. Oh,  this  Orion!  8he  could  have  choketl  him;  but  it 
gave  her  inellablo  pleasiire  to  think  thtif  tlicre  were  others,  and 
euch  charming,  brilhaut  ladies,  whoiu  he  had  likewise  de- 
ceived. 

ilo  is  going  to  stay!*'  called  out  Heliodora  to  Martina  bc- 
fore  sho  h^  even  entered  thedoor;  and  the  hitter  extended  her 
band  to  Ihe  young  man  and  sdd,  with  deep  emotion: 
"  May  God  bless  you  for  itP* 

She  rejoiced,  too,  at  tho  joyous  countenance  of  her  nicce; 
but  at  the  samo  timo  the  eyes  of  the  watchful  lady  were  in 
every  place;  and  when  she  obscrred  Catliarine,  who  wäs  Stand- 
ing near  by^  fuU  of  curiosity,  she  gpoke  to  her  kindly^  and 
asked  Orion: 

A  sLster,  or  tho  httlc  nicco  of  whom  you  spoke;' * 

The  yoan^  man  callcd  Catliarino  up  aTid  introduced  her  to 
Jiis  gucstü;  ölio,  hüwovcr,  explaiued  at  ouce  ^vhat  had  brought 
her  there,  and  did  it  in  such  an  attractive  and  heartfelt  man- 
ner—for  she  was  sincerely  attached  to  her  f  oster-brother— that 
she  gained  the  affection  of  Martina  and  Heliodora  f orthwitb^ 
and  the  latter  expressed  the  hoj)c  llial  .^lio  \vonld  see  her  veiy 
often.  Yes:  aner  Catharine  had  withdrawn,  Martma  ex- 
claimed: 

"  Presh  and  neat,  jmt  as  11  ehe  had  just  leaped  out  of  her 
sholl;  quick  and  bright,  mul  hnw  Kwootly  she  chatters!'' 

And  besides,  tho  richcst  luiiv-s  in  Memphis,  pcriiaps  even 
in  Egypt/'  added  OrioTi.  Biit  wlww  he  observed  liow  IleHo- 
düia  cast  her  eyes  duwu  at  this  remark,  he  coulinued,  iaugh- 

ingly :  "  Her  mother  had  determmed  us  for  each  other,  but  we 


Digitized  by  Google 


tBM  BfilDE  OHf  THE  KIlB. 


differ  too  maoli  in  size,  and  we  do  nob  suit  each  other  in  otfaes 

respocts. 

He  thea  excused  liimself  to  the  laüies,  and  botook  liimself  to 
Nilus,  and  üiformed  him  of  bis  deterniination.  His  request  to 
preseiit  Iiis  excuses  to  Kiilinus  lor  Iiis  failui'O  to  make  his  ap- 
ptaiuncc,  to  prcsent  his  compliineuts  to  the  daughter  of 
Thomas^  and  to  represent  in  ülo  strongest  light  the  grounds 
that  had  brought  him  to  this  decidon  caused  the  gentS^  mod- 
est  man  to  gol)eaide  himself  almost  for  joy  and  to  prestune  to 
throw  his  arms  arouud  Orion  as  if  he  were  his  own  son. 

The  young  man  remained  with  his  guests  until  almost  mid- 
night,  and  when,  on  the  followino^  morning^  Martina  saw  her 
protegee  somuwhat  fatignctl  bat  >stili  liappv,  she  was  able  to 
inforni  her  that  the  gentloriian  iiad  alri  july  driven  across  the 
Kile,  aiid  it  was  to  be  hopud  that  they  luid  arranged  everything 
with  the  vicegereut.  Her  disappohitmeut  was,  however,  very 
,  great,  when  after  a  short  time  bothgentlemen  returned  and  in- 
lormed  them  that  Amr^  after  the  review  of  the  troops^  inatead 
of  retnming  to  Fostat,  had  gone  straight  on  to  Alezandria; 
that  he  wonid  have  bnsiness  for  several  days  üi  that  dtf,  and 
would  then  go  on  to  Mediua. 

Kothiug  now  remained  for  the  Senator  to  do  but  withouk 
delay  to  sct  out  aftor  the  Commander;  and  Orion  OJSered  of  his 
own  at  conl  to  aeconi])aiiy  him  thitlu'r. 

Heliodoi'a's  t-brnt  eliort  to  keep  liim  back  was  wrecked  upon 
his  earuebt  and  even  harsli  decisiveness.  This  journey  was 
merely  a  flight  from  Iiis  own  weakuess  and  froni  tlic  beautiful 
womaii  who  could  not  and  ought  not  to  be  anything  to  him 
now,  Early  in  the  moruing  iie  had  found  opportimilnr  to  write 
to  Paula,  but  more  than  one  half-complet^  letter  had  been 
cast  aside  hefore  he  could  find  the  proper  words.  He  told  her 
that  he  lowd  hw  and  her  alone,  and  while  he  traced  the  words 
in  the  wax  lie  liad  feit,  with  contempt  for  himself,  that  his  heart 
in  fact  belongcil  to  Paula  alone,  and  dctcrmined  finally  to  rend 
asunder  the  bands  fbat  bound  him  (o  lleliodora,,  and  not  to 
show  himself  agaiu  U)  Iiis  belovcd  until  lie  had  succeeded  in 
forever  freeing  himself  from  the  feeling  that  he  feit  for  the 
young  widow. 

The  ladies  had  accompanied  the  travelers  to  the  carriage^ 
and  as  they  were  retuming  into  the  large  front  hall,  unthheads 
bowed  down  like  defeated  warriors,  they  met  the  little  hum- 
ming-bird  with  her  maid.  Martina  wanti  d  to  stop  the  young 
girl  and  persuade  her  to  accompany  them  to  ilwiv  apartments; 
but  Catharinc  would  not  consent,  and  appcarcii  to  be  in  a  grcat 
hurry.    8he  liad  just  come  from.  her  foster-brother  Anubi% 


ms  BRlDB  OF  THE  KtClB, 


347 


"Who  was  Biiffering  less  paiii  to-ilay  tlian  lic  liad  sulTcTcd  yester- 
day,  and  liad  imparted  to  ]ior  well  dö  he  could  all  that  he 
haid  bcen  able  to  hear.  1l  wa.s  ccrtaiu  that  the  flight  woiüd  be 
in  a  northerly  dircction;  but  he  had  either  not  Leard  or  had 
fonzotten  the  name  of  the  destination  of  the  nmis. 

HiB  mother  and  nurse  had  been  sent  out  of  the  room,  and 
then  the  gratefiü  little  hunimin^,^-bird  bent  over  him,  raised 
her  handsome  head  alightlyy  and  gave  him  two  such  swcot 
kisses  that  the  poor  boy  becamc  quite  uiicasy.  But  when  lio 
a^ain  found  hira.-olf  alono  'W'ith  his  mother  he  grew  bot  (er  a?id 
better,  and  the  recollerfion  of  the  iii-  omprchensiblo  ^-oüd  fort- 
ime  that  had  fallen  to  Iiis  lofc  dimini^iied  more  aud  more  the 
great  pain  that  he  hfid  .siiil'ercd  für  Catharine's  sake. 

She,  howevor,  by  no  mcans  retumed  straigliL  to  her  mother, 
but  betook  herself  without  delay  to  the  Bishop  of  Memphis  and 
narrated  to  him  everything  ahe  had  heard  touching  the  oocu- 
pants  of  the  conveiit  of  St.  Gecilia  and  all  that  was  being 
undertaken  in  their  behalf;  and  the  gentle  Plotinus  during 
the  course  of  her  uaiTative  bocame  so  angry  that  he,  imme- 
diately  after  she  had  left  him,  hastcncd  across  to  Fostat  for  the 
purpoFo  of  securing  Lhe  assistancc  uf  the  vicegerent,  and  as  he 
wa,s  ab.-ent,  that  of  Wekil,  his  representative,  and  to  persuado 
him  to  cmim  tlie     ing  nuns  to  be  at  once  pursued. 

"VVhen  the  humniing-bird  was  aloue  in  her  room  she  said  to 
luerself,  with  a  feeling  of  great  satisfaction,  that  she  had  jnst 
completed  a  deyice  that  would  destroy  many  a  happy  day  for 
both  Paula  and  Orion;  ay,  fihe  hoped  it  would  evenproToa 
yezy  serious  thing  for  them. 


CHAPTEll  XXXm. 

THE  FLIGHT  OF  THi:  2sCNS. 

KlLüS,  the  secretary  of  the  treasnry,  had  punctiliously  car 
ried  out  his  duLy,  and  Rufinus  wuö  l  onipellea  to  auknowicdgc 
that  Orion  had  done  all  he  could,  and  had  so  circumspectly  aud 
in  80  eelf-sacrificing  a  mauner  proyided  for  the  preparatious 
neoessary  for  the  undertaking^  that  his  personal  presence  and 
assistance  seemed  to  be  supeiSuoos. 

Under  these  circumstances  he  could  nof  blame  the  young 
man  for  placing  himself  at  tlie  service  of  his  Byzantine  friends; 
but  still  Iiis  remaining  bchiiirl  distnrhed  him  aiid  niadc  him  feel 
uneasy,  less  on  account  of  liimself  and  of  ihe  '^rxA  cause  thau 
on  l*aula's  aecount,  w  hose  alleeliou  for  Orion  it-  liad  been  im- 
possible  to  coneeal,  as  well  from  his  wifo  as  from  him  llia 
xailure  to  attend  the  nuus  appealed  much  more  neaiiy  to 
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Johanna  than  to  fiiifinus;  and  ehe  wonld  now  have  mack  pr» 
ferred  his  taking  no  part  whatever  in  the  adYentnre^  the  oan- 
gers  of  which  hm  now  jis-sumod  tenfold  ffreater  proportions  in 
her  anxious  framc  of  miud.  Bat  elio  well  knew  tliat  slie  might 
much  niore  easily  turn  the  current  of  tho  'Nile  hackward  than 
pcrsiuide  him  to  ivt  i  art  the  promiso  that  he  liad  given  the 
abbe--'>\,  and  so  she  «  (»iiipi  lled  her^olf  to  he  composed,  at  least 
as  far  as  apptaraiiteo  weiit.  liuünus  declared  in  Paula's  pres- 
euce  that  Orion's  withdniwnl  from  tho  nd venture  was  perfectly 
ju.stifiable,  and  öpuku  in  ^luwing  tei  ins  of  how  generously  ho 
had  providcd  for  a  river  boat  and  a  sea  yesael,  and  what  a 
trnstworthy  Substitute  he  had  secured  for  himself. 

Pulcheria  was  proud  of  her  father's  detertnination^  aud 
would  most  willingly  have  gone  along  with  him  and  lent  her 
aid  to  rescuing  her  beloved  nuns.  Tho  wharf-master  hi\d 
broiiLrht  with  him  not  onlyhis  two  sons,  but  tlireeother  Greeka 
of  the  sanie  faith  and  trade  as  himself,  wlio  by  reason  of  tho 
lowness  of  tlio  watcr  in  the  river,  which  alwu\s  caused  a  irieat 
decrease  in  the  amount  of  navigaliunou  the  river,  were  ^\  ithout 
work,  and  wiihngly  took  jmrt  in  such  an  imdertaking,  which 
besides  promiscd  to  reward  them  handsomcly,  for  Orion  had 
providcd  the  old  saüor  with  an  abundance  of  money; 

Paula  had  grown  much  better  by  reason  of  the  coohiess  that 
always  follows  ihe  setting  of  the  sun. 

She  was,  to  be  sure,  nnable  to  explaln  the  change  in  Orion'a 
plans.  At  tim(;s  she  became  yery  uneasy^  and  tlien  again  she 
would  rejoice,  for  he  would  esenpe  a  great  many  dangers.  She 
had  hoard  him  ?peak  shortly  al'ler  Iiis  reUirn  i'rom  Constanti- 
nople  in  the  lii.irhcst  terms  of  the  khidness  and  hospitality  of 
the  seiuilorial  pair,  and  iiad  heard  tho  Mukaukas,  to  whom  his 
recollections  of  the  Imperial  City  wero  very  dear,  express  his 
emphatic  ai^provaL 

It  must  be  a  great  satiafaction  to  him  to  be  able  to  asaist 
these  friendsabove  all  others;  and  Nilus^  who  was  respectfuUy 
attached  to  her,  had  given  sppcial  prominence  to  the  messases 
that  Orion  had  sent  hei*.  Ferhaps  he  would  comc  to  see  her 
to-morrow;  and  tlie  of  teuer  she  repeated  to  herseif  his  State- 
ment that  lic  had  lu  ver  in  his  hfe  proved  him?elf  iinworthy  of 
the  eoiifidcuee  of  Iiis  friends,  the  stronger  did  her  impulse  be- 
come  to  throw  w^ulf  all  upprehenpiou  m  s[)iio  of  the  advice  of 
the  abbess,  to  i'oUow  üie  iiiclinaLioii  ol"  her  heart,  and  to  become 
his  with  füll  coofideure  and  inelTable  joywithout  lurther  delay. 

The  waning  moou  had  not  yet  risen^  and  the  night  was  dark 
when  the  departu:  of  the  nuns  commenced. 

The  laige  '^jie  boat,  on  aocount  of  the  low  conditioa  of  thi 
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mer,  was  compelled  to  anchor  ai  Ronio  distance  from  thc  bank 
of  the  convent  garden,  and  the  sisters,  wlio  liad  dressed  them- 
ßelves  in  th^^  coBtnmes  of  Esryptian  peasant  women,  had  to  be 
carried  oü  board  Üie  boat  oue  by  one.  Tliey  liad  kept  the 
abbess  for  fhe  last  to  be  bome  througli  the  ahaÜow  water  near 
tiiie  bank;  and  the  old  wharf-master  had  reserved  for  himself 
the  privilege  of  performing  this  Service  for  her. 

Johanna^  Pulcheria,  the  nurse,  and  Eudoxia,  th(*  zcalonsly 
orthodox  Greek  govemeas,  all  ntooä  around  while  the  abbess 
gaVe  Pania  one  last  fond  ki^s  and  wliispered  to  her: 

*'  God  bless  you,  my  (  hild!  He  is  going  to  stav  vrith  you; 
and  so  there  will  be  double  need  of  your  remembermg  your 
prumise. 

Aud  when  Paula  replied,  in  gentlo  toncs:  "  I  owe  hini  Ihül 
afrieudly  confidenee/'  iho  abbess  rcjoined; 


Bnfinns  remaaned  on  shore  the  last  one;  and  bis  wie  and 

daughter  hung  about  bis  neck. 

Let  this  child  be  an  example  for  you!'^  exclaimed  the  old 
man  to  bis  wife,  while  he  drew  her  tenderly  to  his  bosom. 
**  As  snrcly  ns  mnn  is  tlio  measnrc  oü  all  lliinsr??,,  mydearest  old 
woman,  so  siireiywiii  all  goTvell  M  ith  mo  if  the  eternal  love 
thafc  rules  ovcr  ns  does  not  plinnber.  Good-bye,  yon  best  of 
ßood  women;  and  if  any  harm  befalls  yonr  foolishold  hns- 
band,  then  jnst  comfort  yourself  by  saying  that  lic  brought  it 
lipon  himself  for  tho  purpose  of  wai-duig  off  fi*om  twenty-five 
mnocent  persons  the  greatest  of  misf ortnnes.  In  any  erent  I 
sball  keep  in  the  path  that  I  have  chosen  for  myself .  Bat 
why  didn^t      dear  Philippus  come  to  say  g[ood-bye  to  me?^' 

Ami  tlion  Johanna  commenced  to  weep  bitterly,  aud  sald: 

"  That,  that  too  is  so  sad!  Uow  comes  it  that  he  has  grown 
eo  cold  toward  us,  and  jüst  at  this  time?  Ah,  dear  husoand^ 
if  you  love  me,  tako  Gibbus  along  with  yon!^' 

"  Ycs,  master,  tako  me  with  you,'''  interru2ot(}<l.  tlie  crippled 
gardener.  *'Beforo  wo  get  back  the  Kile  ^  ill  probably  rise; 
and  mitil  theu  the  ilowcrs  can  wither  "w  ithoiit  my  help.  I 
dreamed  last  night  that  you  plucked  a  rose  off  of  my  hiunp. 
It  grcw  right  on  top  of  it  just  üke  the  batton  on  the  top  of  a 
di£-coTer.  That  means  somethuig;  and  if  you  leaTe  me  bere 
at  liome  wbat  will  become  of  tho  rose — ^that  is,  how  can  you  oV 
tain  any  good  through  me?'' 

Go,  thcn;  carry  your  wonderfiü  ilower-bed  aboard.  I  have 
no  ohjootion/'  said  tlio  old  feUow,  laughing.  **  Ar©  you  con« 
tented  now,  Johanna?^' 

And  then  he  drew  her  and  Pulcheria  again  to  him^  and  when 
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hc  tV !(  a  tear  from  Im  wife'B  eye  fall  upou  Im  haad  hß  wlü»* 
jHjred  in  her  ear: 

**  You  have  beeii  the  rose  of  my  lifo,  aiid  without  thee  thert 
vvill  be  for  me  iio  blessed  Eden,  no  l'aradise.** 

The  large  Xüo  boat  stood  out  iuto  the  deep  current  of  the 
river^  and  booii  the  darkness  hid  it  from  the  eves  of  the  womea 
who  remained  Standing  on  shore. 

The  sound  of  the  conveiit  bells  followcd  the  fugithres — itwas 
Paiila  and  Pulcheria  who  had  eet  them  in  motion.  , 

Kot  a  breeze  was  stirring,  cveu  the  smuU  sails  of  the  Nile 
boats  descending  the  river  coiüd  not  be  sprcad;  but  the  sailors 
jnilled  the  oars  vigorously,  aud  ßo  the  sliip  glided  fiirthor  and 
i'iirther  toward  the  north.  The  ex|)erie!i('CHi  leader  ßtood  <>ii 
tho  prow  of  tho  boat  with  a  long  pole  m  Iiis  band  to  sound  the 
current,  Iiis  sldlled  brother  at  the  rudder.  The  stceriug  of  the 
boat  was  rery  difficult  on  acoonnt  of  Üie  shallowness  ol  tiie 
water»  and  even  the  most  experienoed  pflot  might  easüy  rim 
afonl  of  unexpcckd  shallows  or  of  newly  heaped-up  pües  of 
refuse  and  miid.  The  moon  had  scarcelv  risen  whcn  tho  boai 
ßtuck  fast  a  few  stadia  below  Fostat,  and  the  sailors  had  to  dO' 
ficend  into  the  water  in  order  to  ]on>en  it  and  float  it  agauv 
amid  loud  ßinghig.  Several  timcs  thcy  snf1''r''d  .such  a  delay 
until  they  reafJied  Ijetopolis,  whero  they  prupu^ed  to  t:iko  afl- 
vantage  of  the  branchnig  of  the  Kile  in  ordcr,  if  possible,  to 
pass  the  customs  officers  unscen.  And  conlrary  to  uii  ex- 
pectation  the  largo  yesael  remained  tmöbaerred  amid  the  denaci 
misis  that  at  sunrise  arose  from  the  rirer,  and  boih  captain  and 
men  ascribed  their  good  fortune»  as  tiiej  entered  the  Fhalme- 
tian  arm  of  the  Kile  with  fresh  conrage,  to  the  intercession  of 
the  sistcrF. 

By  tho  briirlit  h*ght  of  day  the  shallows  woro  casior  to  avoid, 
yet  how  narrow  was  tho  Channel  of  tho  stroam,  whick  ordi« 
narily  at  thiä  seaöon  of  the  year  was  f  ull  to  ovcrllowing. 

The  papyrns  thickets  along  tho  odcre  of  tho  rivcr-bed  wer« 
gtanding partially  uudry  ground,  anu  their  luxunuiiigreea had 
changed  itself  into  the  yc&ow  color  of  straw.  The  loose  mud 
near  the  bank  had  hardened  into  a  stony  niass,  and  the  gentio 
west  wind  that  sprang  up  and  caused  the  sail  to  ezpand  swept 
a  whitish  dnst  over  it.  In  many  placcs  the  ground  had  split 
open,  and  deep  fissures  travorsed  ita  black  surface,  seeming  to 
opon  their  thirsty  throatB  toward  heaven  with  an  expressiooL  of 
ßuiFering  eagemess. 

The  water-wheels  stofxl  on  dry  ground  along  the  btream, 
which  had  withdrawn  itsolf  i  runi  t  lu'oi,  and  the  fiolds,  wliich  a 
bhurt  liuio  beiorc  iuid  bccu  waLciui  by  thcni^  iookcd  like  thö 
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threshing-floors  upon  wliich  the  grain  was  usually  tlireshed 
out,  gram  whlch  they  had  produced.  Above  the  villaffes  and 
the  palmgroves  hovered  a  Fmoky  vapor  tliat  glowcd  with  a  hot 
yellow  hght,  and  traveierd  along  the  biuh  t  inbankments  on  the 
^horos  proceeded  witli  heads  bowed  down  and  with  heavy  feet 
through  the  deep  öand  of  the  road. 

The  sim  cast  down  its  scorchmg  rays  with  merdless  f oroe 
from  the  doudless  skies  upon  the^  earth,  the  river,  and  the 
fugitive  nons,  who  had  drawn  their  wldte  head-doths  Over 
their  throbbüig  tem])le3,  and  vere  awaitmg  m-gloomy.  listleas- 
ness  theur  onknown  fates. 

The  earthon  jar  of  Xilo  wator  pa?sed  from  one  to  the 
other,  but  the  niore  thev  drank  tlie  more  intens^e  did  thcir 
feehng  of  uneasinesB  and  their  desiro  for  new  rofreshnient  be- 
come.  At  meal-time  the  diöhes  were  retiniied  to  the  little 
cabm,  havmg  been  scarcely  touched.  The  abbess  and  Rutiuus 
attempted  to  speak  to  them  words  of  couifoi-t  and  consolation, 
but  in  the  altomoon  the  old  lady  was  also  oyercome  mrith  &int* 
nessj  but  she  f  oxind  it  less  endurable  in  the  little  cabin  to  wIucIl 
ehe  had  retured  than  on  the  upper  deck. 

Thus  a  long  and  torturing  day  passed,  the  hottest  day  that 
the  sailors  coidd  recall,  and  to  them  it  brought  the  least 
amonnt  of  siifTcrinir..  allhmigh  tlioyhad  pnllcd  at  tlie  oars  from 
early  morning  tili  lato  in  tiie  evening  with  the  most  wonderful 
power  of  endnrance. 

At  lengtb  rlif  evening  followed  upon  thesc  f rightf ul  hours  of 
theafternuuii;  and  iheujasa  httle  breczeof  refreshing  coolueöa 
arose  af  ter  sunset  and  relieved  thdr  etreaming  brows,  the  tor- 
mented  and  depreesed  traTelers  awoke  to  new  lif e.  The  pres- 
ent  oTerwhebning  pain  had  taken  such  complete  possession  of 
them  that  they  feit  neither  fear  nor  hope,  and  had  become 
completely  incapable  of  thinking  about  the  future;  now  they 
began  to  rejoice  over  the  long  start  that  they  ha^l  gotten  of 
tboir  pursners.  The  hnngry  travelers  enjoyed  the  evening 
ijieal;  the  abbesg  niade  frieiids  with  the  couragcoiis  T^iiarf- 
inaster,  and  rommciii-ed  with  liuhnus  a  long  convcM-sation 
a'Doiit  Paula  and  Orion.  The  abbcss's  wish  to  ^ubjoot  the 
youuff  mau  to  a  pehod  of  probation  did  not  meet  wiüi  the  old 
man^  approval.  At  the  side  of  such  a  betrothed  he  would 
prove  himself  without  doubt  to  be  the  brave  man  whom  he 
oonsidered  him  to  be  in  spite  of  his  withdrawing  from  the  ez- 
pedition  of  res(  ue. 

The  crippled  gardoTior  made  the  youngor  nTins  laugh  by  bis 
merry  jests,  and  after  the  repast  they  aU  united  in  evening  d^ 
votion. 
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The  oaramon  too  had  gained  newlife  and  freeh  etrengtli^  and 
it  was  well  that  onl^  a  f ew  of  the  niinB  understood  the  ^^yptian 

language,  for  the  jester  among  tlic  sailors  commenced  a  song 
of  praise  in  hoiior  of  the  beauty  of  his  beloved  which  was  lu» 

inteuded  for  ladies'  ears. 

"Whilo  thoy  wero  ihm  enga^rcd  in  conyorsation  the  sisters 
Biade  mciitioii  of  Ujoso  mIioiii  tlu-y  had  left  bciiind  thcm  .  und 
8ome  uf  tlit'iii  spoke  hoptifully  of  tlie  welcome  that  would  a\\  ait 
them  lipon  theirrotum  to  theiriiative  ]and;but  an  elderly  nun 
reprovtid  theiii  für  this,  Lecause  it  was  sinful  to  take  God's 
mercy  as  a  foregone  concluaion,  and  to  speak,  while  they  were 
stUI  in  such  dire  need,  of  His  help  as  if  He  had  already  granted 
it  to  them.  They  should  rather  be  afraid  and  pray,  lor  she 
knew  from  ezperiencc  that  a  threatened  calamity  was  scaroely 
ever  averted  imtil  great  fear  had  been  feit  on  its  account. 

ThoreujDOn  auother  sister  bcgan  to  caleulate  whether  tlieir 
piirsners  ronld  overtake  thcm  on  foot  or  on  liorse;  and  when 
it  appt  arud  that  the  latter  was  qidte  pop?ible  their  hearts  again 
hegan  Lo  beat  with  anxiety  and  aj^prehcnsion.  But  boon  the 
muon  arose,  and  evcrything  along  the  banks  of  the  river  began 
to  assume  a  more  demiite  shape,  and  thercby  lost  much  of  its 
terror.  The  f arther  they  joumeyed^  the  denser  appeaied  the 
papyrus  thickets  along  the  shore.  Thousands  of  biids  had  their 
neyts  tlicre,  bnt  they  were  all  now  asleep;  and  how'  tangible 
did  the  deep,  silent  aarknct^s  that  brooded  over  the  face  of  the 
earth  api>oar!  The  reüection  of  the  moon  floated  npon  the 
face  of  tlio  dark  waters  like  a  gigantic  waier-iily  among 
smaller,  sweet-smelling  lotus-llowers.,  wliidi  it  excelled  in  its 
dazzling  whiteness;  the  boat  left  behiud  it  a  funow  of  light, 
and  at  every  stroke  of  the  oars  the  river  glittorcd^  and  the  re- 
fracted  iight  was  miiTored  in  the  sparkBng  drops.  The  re- 
fulgence  of  the  constellation  of  the  night  played  amon^  the 
tender  tufts  on  the  tops  of  the  slender  papyms  stalks^  yeiis  of 
mist^  as  thongh  made  of  delicato  silver  and  violet  brocade, 
hnng  aronnd  the  trees^  and  from  the  tree-tops  flew  the  day- 
dreiäing  owls  with  noiseless  and  gracefiüly  moving  wings. 

Tlic  magic  spell  o£  the  moonlight  took  possession  of  the  souls 
of  the  nuns  also. 

Their  conversation  came  toan  ( lul;  but  when  Sister  Martha, 
the  young  nightingale  of  the  cloisier,  hogan  to  sing  a  sacred 
song,  the  others  with  one  accord  joined  in.  The  comic  songs 
of  the  sailors  ceased^  and  the  sound  of  the  p^lms  and  hymns 
of  the  yirgin  sisters^  calling  upon  the  Most  High  for  His  pn^* 
tecting  care«  hovered  about  the  boat  as  it  c|uit>tly  güded  on libi 
fte  ^Ter-cshanging  moonlight 
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For  hours,  and  wliilst  the  comet  was  visilile  in  the  sky,  with 
special  zeal  they  gave  themselves  up  to  the  quieting  and  soid- 
strengLhening  joy  of  einging;  but  gradualiy  their  voices  began 
to  lose  streugth,  and  their  peaceful  song  nioved  on  towaid  the 
ßea  with  the  quiet  flow  of  the  stream,  gently,  dreamilj,  and 
languidly.  Tney  all  either  cast  their  eyes  down  orduected 
them  toward  heaven  with  a  look  of  pious  devotion^  or  at  the 
glimmering  water  and  the  liHes  upon  its  surfaoe. 

No  one  was  watching  tlio  .<hore,  not  even  the  men  whom  tihe 
sweet  singing  had  lulhd  into  dreams  or  quiet  sleep.  The  eyes 
of  the  pilot  wero  fi\ril  ujinn  the  bed  of  the  stream,  biit  whon 
dawn  was  710  loni^ei-  i'ar  otl',  there  api>earcd  ever  and  anon  from 
behinil  the  reed  thickets  on  the  eastern  shore  hght  likt;  the 
treuudous  flashes  of  lightnin^,  and  from  time  to  time  a  rat- 
thng,  rusthng  noiso  came  forth  from  the  reeds. 

Had  a  jackal  plunged  into  the  thick  mass  of  luxoriant 
undergrowth  for  the  purpose  of  robbing  the  nest  of  some 
water-fowl,  or  was  some  hyena  breaking  for  him^lf  a  path 
through  the  thicket? 

These  flashes,  this  rattling  noise,  and  then  those  dull  strokeB 
npon  the  hardened  earth,  all  this  followed  the  boat  during  the 
night  liko  somo  Inxnrious,  sonorous  shadow  forebodin^^  a  terri- 
bie  calamity.  Siuldenly  the  captain  of  the  boat  ßtarted  and 
gazed  äxedly  toward  the  east. 

What  could  it  be? 

May  be  a  herd  of  cattle  was  pasturing  in  the  fields  bcyond 
the  reed  thickets^  and  perhaps  two  buUs  were  whetting  eadi 
other's  homs  in  combat.  The  riyer  was  so  low  and  its  Ibanks 
were  so  high  that  one  could  not  perceive  what  was  going  on  be- 
yond.  Bat  now  a  shrill  voioe  cailed  to  him«  and  we  crippled 
gardener  gave  heed  to  it: 

There,  there — it  flaslies  again>  and—I  will  eat  my  own 
nose  if  it  is  not —  There  again —  Merciful  GodI  T  am  not  de- 
ceiied;  it  is  the  tramping  of  horsusl  And  there — that  was  the 
neiglii ng  of  horses.  1  know  it — it  is  growing  gray  in  the  east. 
By  aii  the  saints,  we  are  being  pursaed!*' 

The  captain  contiuued  lo  gaze  anxiously  toward  the  east, 
straining  every  sense^  and  after  he  had  remained  silent  for 
Bome  time  he  uttered  a  decisiTe  Ye& 

**  It  is  thus  the  bii*d-trapper  spreads  a  net  for  a  covey  of 
partridges,"  sighed  the  garaener;  but  the  other  commanded 
him  to  keejD  quiet  by  a  gesture  of  impalicnce,  and  continued  to 
watch  attcntively.  Tie  then  ordered  the  cripplc  to  awaken 
Bufinus  and  the  men,  mid  to  eonduct  the  nuns  into  the  eabin. 
>   *^  They  will  have  to  be  paeked  in  like  dates  that  are  ähipped 
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in  bozes  to  Borne/'  the  gardener  murmured  to  himself  as  he 

went  in  search  of  Kufiims.  "  Poor  sonls,.  may  their  saints  pro- 
tect  them  from  sulfocatiou!  and  I,  upon  my  nonor,  if  Madame 
Johanna  were  not  such  a  brave  soiü,  and  if  I  had  not  promisod 
her  on  oath  to  remain  ^rith  my  master,  I  would  uow  spring 
into  the  water  and  enjoy  for  a  short  time  the  hospitality  of  the 
flamingoes  and  Storks  among  the  reeds.  Onemust  understaod 
how  to  accommodate  one's  iieif  to  ciicunisiauces!'* 

Wbile  he  was  engagod  in  the  ezectttion  of  bis  Orders^  the 
captam  held  a  coneultation  with  his  brother  at  the  hehn. 
Fortunately  there  was  no  bridge  near  by.  If  the  hoirsemen 
were  in  puisuit  of  them  they  would  have  to  pass  through  the 
water  to  reach  them;  and  scarcely  three  siadta  down  the 
stream  the  river  became  broader  and  entered  a  swampy  rogion. 
The  only  dccp,  navigable  water  lav  on  the  western  shore  of  the 
river;  and  tlie  horsunion  wlio  should  attempt  to  reach  that 
point  wonld  expose  themselves  to  the  danger  of  sinking  in  the 
mire.  II  they  could  bucceed  in  getting  the  ühip  Lhat  far  much 
would  have  been  gained. 

The  captain^  brave  and  intent  upon  matters  of  serions  Im- 
port^ began  to  encourage  the  aailors  to  ezert  all  their  strengtii« 
and  fioon  the  boat  was  close  to  the  westem  shore  of  the  stream, 
and  separated  from  the  other  side  by  a  marshy  etrip  of  land. 

And  now  day  began  to  break,  and  the  sky  assumed  a  fiery, 
red  color,  as  thongh  it  wished  to  announce  in  advanc^  that  tms 
day  had.  been  destined  to  witness  terriüc  strife  and  gaping 
wounds. 

The  secd  that  "  the  httle  humming-bird  had  eown  now 
began  to  spring  up. 

Wekü,  at  the  instance  of  the  bishop,  had  s^t  a  detachmeiit 
of  caTalzy  in  pnrsuit  of  the .  nmis,  with  Orders  to  escort  the 
f  ugitives  back  to  Memphis^  and  to  take  those  who  accompanied 
them  prisoners.  As  the  veasel  had  passed  the  customs  ofticers 
imobserved,  the  Arabian  force  was  compelled  to  divide,  in 
Order  to  search  the  oihcv  arms  of  the  Nile.  Twelve  horsemen 
hiid  followed  the  Piuilnn  tian  arm,,  an<l  such  a  nuniljcr  accord- 
nig  to  every  calcuhitiun  would  be  ainply  suHiuient  to  reduce  to 
ßubjectioii  two  dozcn  wumen  and  a  liandful  of  öaiiors,  who 
would  scarcely  think  of  oHering  rcsistauce.  Wekil  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  presence  of  the  wharf -master  and  his  men. 

The  pursaers  had  started  about  noon  of  the  day  before,  and 
had  come  in  sight  of  the  sbip  two  hours  before  the  break  of 
day.  But  their  Commander  considered  it  more  prudent  not  to 
attempt  to  eapture  the  f ugitives  before  the  sim  had  risen,  in 
order  that  mm  might  escape  them.   He^  as  well  as  his  men. 


Digitized  by  Google 


XHE  BBIBS  OF  THB  »ICB.  355 

wert'  Arabians,  and  were  well  acquainted  with.  the  direction  of 
the  arm  of  the  Nile  which  they  had  to  foiiow,  but  not  witli  its 
characteristic  peculiarities.  As  soon  as  the  morning  star  had 
set,  the  Mussulmeu  performcd  tlioir  morniug  devotions,  and 
inen  broke  forth  from  the  papyrus  thicket  Their  leader 
plaoed  Mb  band  to  bis  month  asaspeaking-trumpet,  and  ctüled 
ont  to  tbe  people  on  the  boat  to  stop.  He  bad  come  at  the 
command  of  the  vioegerent^  and  bad  oiders  to  condact  the 
boat  back  to  Fostat. 

And  the  fngitives  seemed  in  fact  to  be  inclincd  to  obey  him, 
for  the  boat  ^tnod  still.  The  captain  had  recoguized  in  the 
Speaker  the  Commander  of  the  guards  of  Fostat,  a  man  of  de- 
cision,  and  now  for  the  first  time  he  realized  in  what  a  deadly 
enterprise  he  had  conscnted  to  take  part.  Accustomed  to 
render  obcdieuce  to  tho  conimands  of  bis  rulers,  aud  perhaps 
to  impose  upou  offioers,  bnt  to  offer  tbem  as  little  resiBtance  as 
to  f ate  itself;  he  dedared  that  resistanoe  would  be  znadness^  and 
Üiat  nothing  remained  for  tbem  to  do  but  to  surrender. 

But  Rufinus  opposed  him  with  vehemence,  and  represented 
to  bim  that  the  same  pmiiabment  would  await  them^  whether 
they  laid  down  their  arms  or  defended  themselyeB,  and  the  old 
wharf-master  exclaimed,  earnestly: 

**  We  built  your  boat,  and  I  know  you,  Setnau;  you  will  not 
play  tlie  part  of  Judas  toward  us;  but  still  if  you  do,  Christian 
blood  will  Üow  upon  thia  deck  before  we  öhow  cur  teeth  to  the 
infidels.'* 

•  Thereupon  the  captain  began  to  beat  bis  breast  and  bis  brow 
witb  all  tbe  ünpetuosity  of  bis  soutbem  blood,  and  to  rail 
against  bimself  as  a  lost  and  deluded  man^  and  to  bewail  his 
poorwife  and  his  chikhin;  but  Hufinus  pttt  an  end  to  bis  mad- 

ness.  He  had  talkedwith  the  abbess  and  earnestly  represented 
to  the  nnhappy  man  that  ho  could  in  no  evont  expcqt  mcrcy 
from  the  infidels,  but  on  the  other  band  miglit  easily  expeujt  to 
find  on  Christian  soil  a  comfortable  and  sucm'e  mcans  of  ßup- 

Eort  for  liimstiU"  and  his  family.  The  abbess  would  give  him 
er  promise  to  take  him  and  im  family  ou  board  of  the  sea 
vesscl  and  convey  them  to  any  port  that  he  might  designate. 
And  tben  Setnau  betbonght  bimself  of  his  brother  in  Oypras; 
bot  it  meant  for  him  tbe  giving  up  of  his  bouse  and  bis  garden 
in  Dmniatj  where,  just  at  tbat  time,  the  fruit  upon  fifty  palm- 
trees  was  beginning  to  ripen;  it  meant  also  the  giving  up  of  bis 
new  and  weü-built  Nile  boat,  by  means  of  which  he  found  Sup- 
port for  him-"]f  and  his  loved  ones,  and  when  he  represented 
this  to  the  oid  man,  bitter  tears  began  to  Ilow  down  his  brown 
cbe^kä.   But  Buünitö  expkined  to  nim  tbät  il  tliey  succe^^ed 
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in  rosoiiiiig  the  nuns  he  would  havc  a  claim  to  compensation 
for  his  losses.  He  mighl  iheu  set  his  own  valiic  upou  hib  prop- 
erty^  and  the  loss  should  not  only  be  madc  good  out  ox  ine 
doister  treaaures  withm  the  heavy  ehest  on  me  boat^  bnt  a 
handsome  smn  should  be  paid  him  in  addition  by  way  of  in- 
demnity. 

J'heroupon  Setnau  excbanged  a  deep-meaning  glance  wiih 

his  brother,  who  was  an  unmarried  man,  and  upon  receiving 
the  assiiranre  that  he,  too,  woiild  be  takcn  on  board  the  sea 
vessel,  he  öeized  the  right  band  of  the  old  man  and  ßhook  it 
vigorously.  And  thuu  he  ^hook  himself  ,  as  if  he  hnd  in  rid 
himself  of  something  tliat  was  iiicommüdiiig  bim,  boldly  drew 
his  leather  cap  a  üttle  to  one  side  upon  his  closely  shaveu  head, 
drew  himBelf  up  to  his  füll  height,  and  called  out  in  a  tone  of 
sarcasm  to  the  Arabian,  who,  on  more  than  one  occasion  he- 
fore  had  exhibited  an  insulting  insolence  both  to  himself  and 
his  fellow  ^^yptians,  that  if  he  would  like  to  bare  anything 
from  him  he  might  come  and  get  it  for  himself. 

The  paticnce  of  tho  Miissnlmt'n  had  long  boon  exhausted, 
and  after  this  challengc  llie  l<  adcr  gave  the  aign  to  his  men  to 
follow,  and  he  sprung  into  üw  water;  but  the  advance  liorscs 
soon  sunk  so  deep  in  the  iiiud  that  it  at  ouce  became  eviilcnt 
that  to  proceed  further  was  impracticable,  and  the  sign  for  a 
reti^t  was  given,  and,  in  tumin^,  an  unruly  horse  tumbled 
down,  and  iU  rider  was  soffocated  in  the  mire. 

Then  the  defender  of  the  ship  s.i  w  their  enemies  hold  a  Coun- 
cil of  war,  accompanied  by  excited  gestuies,  and  the  captain 
expressed  an  apprehension  that  they  proposed  to  give  up  all 
idea  of  captnrinfr  the  boat.  Mould  rido  to  i)umiat,  and  there, 
in  conjunctiori  with  tlie  Arabiau  garrison  of  the  place,  would 
cut  otf  their  Üight.  Bat  ho  hau  failed  to  takc  into  account 
tlie  war-Hke  pride  of  these  men,  who  had  in  twtjuty  battles  over- 
come  qiiite  diilerent  obstaeles.  The  boat  must  be  captured, 
its  occupants  takeu  prisoners  and  punished  according  to  their 
deserts.  From  the  ship  they  saw  siz  of  the  horsemeh,  and 
among  them  the  Commander,  dismount  from  thoir  horses,  and 
with  their  battle-axes  feil  three  large  palm-trees,  while  the 
other  five  galloped  off  toward  the  south.  These  were  doubt- 
less  to  go  aronnd  the  Bwamp  and  cros>  tho  rivor  at  a  more  - 
favoral)le  iioiiit,  in  Order  to  attack  tlie  boat  from  ihe  west, 
whilu  tlie  üther  five  were  to  approach  it  from  tho  cast  by  meaus 
of  the  trunks  of  the  palm.«. 

On  tliu  righl  or  easteru  bauk  ot  the  stream,  where  the  dis- 
mounted  Arabs  were  constrncting  their  raft,  lay  ürm,  arable 
laud,  throngh  which  the  higliway  to  Dumiat  led;  on  the  othex 
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baiik,  near  Avliich  the  boat  was  lying,  there  stretched  out  over 
a  large  Space  a  äwamp.  A  boundless  thicket  ol  pa^yrus,  reed 
and  cane^  whidi  the  heat  and  tbe  diongM  of  this  year  had 
singed  into  yellow  straw>  covered  in  most  plaoes  the  parched 
and  hardened  moorland,  and  as  a  etrong  east  wind  was  begiu' 
ning  to  blow  from  the  north-east^  sud&nly  a  happy  thought 
Struck  the  captain.  The  five  horsemen  who  hau  been  sent 
ont  airainst  thom  had  to  foreo  thelr  way  through  these  yellow 
and  (irit^tl-u])  niji<si\s  of  plauts. 

If  ilm  thirkt't  ol'  straw  were  Bet  fire  to  on  yondor  side  of  the 
canal,  wliich  would  prevcnt  its  spreading  luward  ihe  north, 
the  wind  would  drive  it  in  the  faces  of  the  horsemen,  and  tliey 
would  be  f ortunate  if  it  did  uot  suffocate  them  or  compel  thein 
to  leap  into  the  river,  in  which^  if  the  flames  reached  them 
near  the  swampy  region^  they  must  neoessarily  be  irretrieyably 
lost 

As  soon  now  as  the  sharp  eye  of  the  jalot  saw  from  the  liead 
of  the  mast  that  the  Arabians  were  crossing  the  river  at  a  ford 
further  toward  the  south,  tlie  order  was  Efiyen  and  tho  thicket 
Bvt  Uro  to  in  sevcral  places.  Quickly  and  wildly  the  flames 
b(  irau  to  roar.  Tho  east  wind  drovc  ihem  toward  the  south, 
and  with  a  gra}^sh-whilü  vapor,  tlirough  whicli  the  rays  of  the 
ascending  sun  picrccd  thcir  way  like  streams  of  light.  Like 
yellow  and  red  glant  lizards  in  wild  flight  the  flames  crawled, 
rushed  on^  and  whirled  across  the  parched  land,  mounting  high 
np  in  one  place  and  sinking  down  in  another.  Dnll  by  reason 
of  the  briglitness  of  the  day,  they  devoiir( d  rayenoiisly  what- 
evor  lay  in  their  way;  the  white  dust  of  ashes  marked  out  the 
path  they  had  ])ursued.  Thcir  breath  inereased  the  scorchiTij^ 
heat  of  the  advaiicinn;  day,  and  althoui;h  tlie  smoke,  swe])t  by 
the  wind,  ru.^hed  im]ietuousIy  toward  the  south,  yet  a  few  sniall 
clouds  rcaclioil  the  boats,  threateniug  to  stifle  the  nuns  and 
tlieir  jjrotectors. 

A  large  Kile  boat  approached  from  the  direction  of  Dumiat, 
and  found  the  narrow  water-course  obstructed  by  the  other. 
Its  ( a])tain  was  a  relative  of  Setnau^  and  when  the  latter  called 
out  lo  liim  that  he  and  bis  party  were  about  to  engage  in  bat- 
tle  with  some  Arabiui  robbers,  ho  followcd  Setnau's  advice, 
turned  bis  boat  aroimd  with  great  difliculty,  and  ancliored  at 
the  first  convonient  Fpnt,  for  tho  purpose  of  warniii^  other 
boats  Coming  from  the  nortli  not  to  be'  nine  ontangh'd  in  this 
dangerouH  ad  von  iure.  The  tire  and  üiuoke  prevented  all  ap- 
proacli  froiii  ihe  south. 

The  six  warriors  on  the  eastern  hhuru  üaw  the  cver-incrcasing 
oonflagratiou  with  rage  and  terror;  bat  they  had  already  bound 
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together  tho  palm-logs  and  pre])are(l  with  the  help  of  the  raft 
thus  constructeii  to  inllict  upon  these  impudent  aud  rcfractory 
men  the  Ghastisement  they  so  richly  descrved.  But  thcy  had 
not  remained  idie.  Ereiy  man  on  boaid  vas  amed,  and  one 
d  the  ship-bnüders,  aocoinpanied  by  a  sailor,  had  been  sent 
out  witli  ordcTS  to  creep  througli  the  thicket,  cross  the  rirer 
further  toward  the  north,  and,  when  the  Arabians  commenced 
the  attack,  to  kill  their  horses  or,  if  one  of  them  should  at- 
tempt  to  get  into  the  only  road  leading  to  Diimiat,  to  smitc 
him  down  from  his  horse.  And  now  these  six  men  seized  ou 
to  tho  liglitly  constructed  raft  upon  a\  hich  their  quivers  and 
bows  were  lying.  They  piiBhed  it  hi  i'ore  them^  and  it  held 
them  above  the  shallow  waicr,  while  their  fcct  barely  touched 
the  marahy  goil.  They  were  all  trae  warriors^  true  sons  of  the 
desert  and  of  their  race,  peoplc^  ob  ihough  nature,  when  ehe 
created  them,  had  before  her  mind's  eye  her  master-work 
among  winged  creatures.  Sharp-Bighted,  strong,  and  yet  with 
small  bones,  free  from  every  fioer  of  ßuperfluous  flesh  upon 
tlieir  mnsf'nlar  linihs,  with  brown,  sly  and  sharply  cut  feat- 
ures,  in  which  not  only  the  ( iirved  nose  reminded  one  of  the 
king  among  ])irds,  but  they  possessed  also  the  courago  and  the 
hh^ody  luöt  for  strife  and  the  thirst  for  prey  characteristic  of 
the  eagle. 

Eacü  one  grasped  the  raft  with  his  lean,  muscular  ieit  arm, 
and  with  their  round  shields  upon  their  right  arms  they  re- 
ceived  the  arrows  which  begau  tb  shower  npon  fhem  as  Boon 
as  they  came  wifhin  shooting  ränge  of  the  boat  They  gnashed 
their  white  teeth  angrily,  and  not  the  minutest  detail  of  all 
that  was  going  on  in  front  of  them  escaped  their  aharp,  eagle 
eyes.  Thoy  wonld  havc  advanccd  to  the  attack^  cvcn  if  the 
ship  had  been  defonded  by  fifty  l'gyptiiin  soldiers  iustead  of 
twenty  or  more  Railors  and  meehanics. 

Their  brave  hearts  feit  that  they  were  protected  by  their 
coats  of  mail,  and  their  inventive,  ouick-thinking  headsby  their 
brazen  helmets,  and  they  heard  wim  contempt  and  joy  the  dull 
bound  of  the  arrows  against  their  brazen  shidds.  To  inflict 
death  was  the  dearest  wish  of  their  hearts,  and  to  snffer  death 
had  no  tcrror  for  them;  for  in  paradise  beyond  they  saw  in 
tiieir  glowing  imaginations  transcendently  beantiful  women, 
with  oiitstretched  arms  and  overflowing  cups,  offeiing  to  them 
the  reaüzation  of  every  desire. 

Their  sharp  ears  understood  the  soft  command  of  their 
leadur,  and  as  soon  as  they  had  reaclietl  tlio  sido  of  the  boat, 
one  of  them  chmbed  np  to  the  eabin-window  tliat  stood  open; 
quick  as  the  wind  the  ieadur  had  sj^rung  upon  Iiis  Shoulder, 
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and  thence  upon  the  deck  of  the  ehip^  after  haying  thinist  bis 
lanoe  Üuough  a  saüor,  who  had  raised  his  battle-ax  against 
iam.  A  second  Arab  followed  close  lipon  his  heels,  two 
amoothy  curred  blades  flashed  in  the  sun,  the  shrill  sound  of 

the  angry  Mussiilman  battle-ory  eleaved  the  air,  and  as  the 
first  victim  of  their  terrific  -wrath  the  captain  feil  backward  to 
the  deck  with  a  gaping  wound  upon  his  forrhend  and  face;  biit 
a  few  moments  later  a  heavy  sail-yard  thundcrod  down  upon 
the  head  of  the  Arabian  leader,  and  bronght  him  to  tlie  deck. 
The  pilot,  tho  brother  of  the  unfortunate  Egyptian,  with  the 
rage  of  an  arenger,  bad  barled  it  from  aloft 

%rigbtfi]l  noises  now  Med  the  sbip,  amid  wbich  tbe  abrieks 
and  lamentations  of  tbe  nnns  were  neard.  The  eeoond  Mus- 
snlman^  witb  tbe  courage  and  strength  of  despair^  spread  deatb 
around  him,  and  three  more  of  his  companions  succeeded  in 
climbinsr  np  into  tho  boat:  the  parties  attackod  thrnst  tho  last 
one  back  into  tlic  water.  Already  two  of  the  .ship-bnilders  and 
five  of  the  sailoiö  had  fallen.  Rufinus  had  kueit  down  by  the 
captain  of  the  ship,  who,  covorod  with  blood,  bnt  porhaps  not 
yet  bcyond  tlic  reach  of  hmuau  skill,  was  cryijig  piteously  for 
belp^  and  began  to  apply  linen  bandages  to  tbe  gaping^  hor- 
nbfe  wounds  of  tbis  man,  wbo,  a  sbort  ^ile  bef ore  bad  spoken 
witb  tender  apprehension  about  his  wife  and  cbildren,  and 
whom  Rnfinus  wished  to  restore  to  his  loyed  ones.  But  soon 
the  thriist  of  a  saber  came  upon  him,  and  a  copious  dark 
stream  of  blood  gushed  from  the  back  of  his  licaa  find  neck. 
Revenije,  liowcvcr,  followed  close  upon  Iiis  murderer  likowi^-e; 
the  old  ship-buiider  felled  him  to  the  ground  with  his  mighty 
ax« 

Oii  lLlc  eastcrn  bank  of  tho  stream  the  messengers  that  had 
been  sent  ont  made  ^ort  work  of  tbe  borses  of  tbe  Arabs,  in 
Order  to  preyent  auy  of  tbem  wbo  migbt  escape  £rom  retam- 
ing  to  Fostat  or  from  riding  furtber  on  to  Dnmiat  and  ielling 

what  had  happened. 

On  board  the  ship  it  became  quieter  and  quieter.  All  fivo 
Arabä  lay  upon  the  deck,  and  the  frantic  sailors  pnt  to  doatli 
in  tlie  most  merciless  mauner  one  of  them  who  had  been  onlj 
wouuded. 

A  sailor,  wdio  had  taken  refuge  at  the  niast-lioad,  had  scen 
from  Iiis  lofty  pooition  tlic  üvo  othur  Arabri,  who,  in  ordcr  to 
save  themselves  from  the  flames,  had  sprimg  into  the  stream 
in  tbe  neigbborbood  of  tbe  marbli}  rcgion,  disappear  in  tbe 
waves.  And  so  of  all  the  Mussulmen  not  eyen  tbat  one,  whom 
&te  and  poetiy  are  so  fond  of  sparing  as  a  bearer  of,,^  tei^ 
nble  news,  sacoeeded  in  saying  bis  lif  e. 
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Gradually  the  -nuns  ventured  to  come  onoe  moro  iipon  deck. 
Tiiosu  wliu  were  expericnced  in  the  carc  oi  tliu  bick  and 
vouuded  gathered  aroand  tbe  nnfortimate  men^  opened  their 
little  chests  of  medicines^  andwhile  fhe  joumerwas  continued, 
linder  the  guidanoe  and  command  of  the  pilot^  all  had  their 
hands  full^  and  in  the  zoal  of  their  employment  tiiej  bore  vith 
less  discomfort  the  heat  of  the  day. 

The  Ixxlies  of  the  five  Arabs  and  of  the  eiglit  Chris^tians, 
among  vvliom  were  two  of  the  Oreck  s]iij)-biiil(lers,  were  laid 
upon  the  shore,  apart  from  each  olhur,  not  für  l'rom  ii  villaf]fe, 
and  in  the  hands  of  onc  the  abbess  placed  a  smu.ll  tublct,  upon 
which  she  wrote  the  wonls:  *'  Eight  Christians,  who  met  their 
death  in  time  of  grcat  peril  fighting  bravely  as  defenders  of 
pious  women^  who  were  being  pursuä.  Pray  for  tbem  and 
bury  them»  and  do  tbe  same  for  tbese  likewise,  wbo  in  obedi- 
ence  to  their  duty  and  to  their  Commander,  took  their  hve&'* 

Wben  Hufinus,  wbose  head  wasresting  in  the  gardener's  lap, 
wbo  profcected  him  from  the  scorching  rays  of  the  sun  with  the 
abboss's  umbrella,  had  recovercd  consciousncss  and  liad  glanced 
around  him,  he  said,  miirmuring  gently  to  himself,  wliilo  he 
cast  a  glanoo  at  the  ship  captain.  \vho  was  lying  near  him:  **  I 
too,  havo  a  wift*  and  aboloN  c  d  (.liihl  ut  liume,  and  yot —  TTow 
terribly  it  hurtsi  One  miglit  well  lortiire  one^s  öulf  in  order  to 
mitigate  such  pain  as  that  Tbe  only  thing  bere  below  tbat 
is  bejond  a  shadow  of  a  donbt  real,  ay,  the  onlj  tbing  is  not 
desire^  it  is  pain^  degraded  physical  pain,  and  altbongh  bere 
witbin  it  BtUI  grows  and  bites  beyond  endurauce —  Water, 
one  moutbf  1Ü  of  water.  How  well  it  would  be  with  me  now 
if  I  were  only  with  my  Johanna  in  our  cool  and  shady  home. 
But  still,  still —  Save,  rescne,  it  matters  not,  who  needs  hclp— 
One  swallow —  Wine  and  water,  if  it  bepossiblc.  worthy  ladyl'* 

Tbc  abl)L'>s  liad  at  band  wbat  he  desired,  placed  tlie  cup  to 
bis  niouth,  bpuke  to  liim  words  of  gratitiide,  S3'mpatby  and 
consülatiou,  and  asked  him  wbat  slie  could  do  for  him  and  bis 
loyed  ones  if  sbe  made  good  ber  escape. 

"  Love  them  tenderly,  be  rejoinetl  gently.  "  Piü  will  now 
be  more  aozious  than  eyer  to  enter  a  convent  Bat  she  mnst 
not  leave  her  mother,  ber —  Johanna,  Jobanna — 

He  repeated  this  name  several  times,  as  if  tbe  sound  of  it 
sootbed  bis  ear  and  bis  beart  Tben  be  sbuddered  repeatedly^ 
aud  ninrmnrcd: 

*'  <  Hl .  ob!  Gold  bbirorg  agaiii  and  again.  Tbat  will  not  da 
Tbc  \»ii)sv  in  tbe  back — tbe — tbe —  On  mv  head,  there  it  burta 
worse  pL'ibaps,  but  tbe  otber —  Pity,  tbat  it  Struck  tbe  left 
aide—   Ko^  it  is  well  that  it  is  so;  for  had  it  been — were  it 


« 
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on  tihe  riffht  side,  tlien — then  I  could  not  write,  and  I  wish  to^ 
I  mnst— Defore  it  is  too  latc.  A  tablet  and  a  Stylus!  Quick, 
quick!  And  wlien  I  harc  fmi.-lied,  lionorcd  huly,  close  and  seal 
tne  tablet  lii  nily,  vory  ürmiy.  Will  you  promist^  me?  Only 
he  niay  reaa  ir  für  whom  it  is  iniciuied —  You,  Oibbu«?!  Do 
von  hear,  Gibbus?  It  is  for  Philippus,  Pliilippus  ihe  doctor; 
do  you  deliver  it  to  himi  The  dream  .'.bout  the  rose  on  your 
hump—  Out  of  our  misory  here  below — do  I  mter])ret  it  cor-, 
rectiy? — ahall  grow  peace  and  joy  aboye.  To  Philippus  then! 
Aüd  f  urther,  my  ola  school-mate,  Boctor  Ohristodor,  dweUs 
in  Dumiat.  Carry  my  remains  to  him;  do  you  hear,  GibbusF 
Teil  him  to  pat  them  in  a  casket  with  sand,  thua  the  flesh  wÖl 
be  preservea,  and  to  bury  mc  in  Alexandria  uear  my  mother. 
There  JohaTina  and  my  ebild— thore  they  can  Visit  me.  I 
leave  very  iittle  behind.  Wbatever  it  costs — " 

That  is  my,  the  cloister's  datyl"  cxclaimed  tho  abbcss. 

But  it  isn't  so  bad  as  all  tliat,^'  said  the  old  man,  snliliIl;^^ 
All  that  concurus  me  I  must  pay  for;  your  mouey  bcldiigs 
to  the  poor,  worthy  lady.  You  will  find  in  this  littlo  bag, 
Gibbus,  more  than  you  will  need.  liutnow — uuick — hasten— 
the  tablet!" 

When  he  had  received  a  tablet  and  a  stylus  he  first  thought 
for  quite  awhile,  and  then  exerted  all  his  powers  and  wrote 
with  trembhng  fingen. 

How  seyere  his  paon  was  conld  he  seen  by  his  oontracted 
mouth  and  his  sorrowftd  looks;  bat  he  would  not  be  preyented 
from  wiiting^  however  f  reqnently  and  eamestly  the  abbess  and 
the  gaidener  besonght  him  to  lay  aside  tbc  stylus.  At  last  ho 
drew  a  long  and  easier  breath,  closed  the  folding  tablet^  hand- 
ed  it  to  the  abbess,  and  said : 

So — seal  it  tightl  To  Philippus  the  physioian.    Deliyer  it 

to  him  and  no  one  eise;  you  hear,  Gibbus?'' 

"With  these  words  be  lost  conscionsno^«!;  bnt  after  thoy  had 
freshly  moistencd  bis  1jrow  and  cooied  his  wounds  he  camo  to 
him  seif  again  and  murmurefl  ,  softly: 

T  havo  just  drcjimcd  of  Joliumia  and  my  poor  cliild.  They 
brougliü  me  a  comiü  ma-k.  Wliat  can  that  mean?  That  I 
have  bceu  afool  during  my  wliolelife;  because,  engrossed  with 
tho  ßullcriugs  of  others,  I  forgot  myself  and  my  own  fond 
ones?  Ko,  no,  nol  As  surely  as  man  is  the  measore  of  all 
things— if  that  r/ere  so — then,  then  would  folly  be  all  that  ia 
true  ivvl  just.  I — — ^my  will,  the  aim  to  which  I  deyoted  my 
lifc— 

Here  he  falten  <! :  l  iit  then  suddenly  raised  himself  up  more 


Digitized  by  Google 


362 


THS  BBIDE  OB  TUE  ITILB» 


erect,  tnmed  Iiis  bcamingeyestowardlicavcn,  and  exclaimed  iii 
loud  aud  joyous  toncs: 

Oh,  thou,  my  gradous  SaTionr!  Tes,  yes,  yesl  Kow  I 
6ee  it —  Thaiücs,  thanks  be  ta  th.ee!  All  that  I  strove  for,  fhat 
for  which  I  lived,  for  that,  thou  my  ledeemer,  thoa  who 
art  love  itself,  for  that  thou  dost  permit  mo —  Oh,  how  merci- 
ful,  what  joy  it  gires  mel  for  that  thou  dost  permit  me  to 
die." 

■  Again  he  lost  consciousness;  his  head  began  to  burn  more 
hotly,  his  breast  to  rattle,  and  from  parched  lips,  which  the 
tender^  watt'lit'ul  iiaiuls  of  woiueii  nioisteued  from  time  to 
time,  came  forth  now  only  the  names  of  thojse^he  loved  most, 
and  among  them  the  name  of  Paula  also. 

Li  the  Sf th  hour  of  the  aftemoon  he  feil  back  into  the  lap 
of  the  crippled  gardener,  and  his  suffeiings  wäre  at  an  end.  Ä 
gentle  Bmile  played  over  his  coimtenanec,  and  the  face  (  f  lliia 
old  experienced  travcler  looked  in  death  like  that  of  a  ohild. 

The  gardener  acted  as  if  ho  had  lost  a  loving  father,  and  his 
rapid  tongue  remained  süent  imtil  he  had  entered  Dumiat  Avith 
the  rescued  sisters,  and  had  faithfully  carried  out  his  master's 
last  command. 

The  nnns  took  on  board  theii'  sea  veasel  the  woiindcd  captain 
Süiuaii,  Iiis  wile,  Iiis  children,  liiö  biother,  the  pilot,  and  the 
fifaip-buflders  who  had  been  spared. 

Li  the  same  hour  that  Buchus  dosed  bis  eyes  the  dty  foaxÖ. 
of  Memphis  under  oommaud  of  Bishop  Plotmus  appeue^  and 
in  tho  name  of  the  patriarch  Be  n janiin,  and  of  tno  Jacobite 
Ohnrch,  took  poflsession  of  the  Meichite  doister  of  Saint  Ce- 
cilia  and  of  the  property  of  the  pious  sisters.  Oii  tlie  follow- 
ing  moming  tlie  bishop  set  oiit  for  Upper  l^g}^t  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  making  his  report  to  the  ecdesiastical  priuoe. 


CHAPTEB  XXXIV. 

TOB  PIAGÜB.-^KEWS    OF  THE   ATTACK   ÜFOK   THB  ITXJlSfS 

BEACHES  MEMPHIS. 

Thb  ]^ysician  Philippus  suddenly  arose  ^m  the  cushion 
upon  wmch  he  had  been  partaking  of  his  breakfast  in  Company 
with  his  old  friend.    A  half-emptied  plate  was  still  standing 

bcforo  the  old  man;  he  had  caten  Icss  rapidly  tliaii  Pliilijipns, 
and  cast  a  glancc  of  disapprobation  at  the  restless  man,  who 
was  drinkiug  his  mixed  wme  pfanding.  After  Iiis  meals  he 
usually  dolighted  to  Fit  and  si])  his  w  iiio  with  llorus  Apollo 
aud  tiiai  ur  en|^ago  in  converbation  about  serioMS  bubjects. 
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This  had  always  bcen  one  of  the  most  pleasanthours  of  the  day 

to  the  old  mau;  but  uow  Philipj^us  would  scarcely  allow  him- 
self  timc  for  the  ncccssary  noun^hmeut,  even  at  thß  parincipal 
meal  of  the  eveuing. 

To  ho  sure,  jiist  at  this  time  uot  oiily  all  his  time  and 
streiifrth,  Ijut  ili;it  of  all  other  phyniciaus  were  incessautly  in 
demund.  Almoot  tliree  weekö  liad  elapsed  since  the  attack 
upon  the  mma,  aod  fhe  insiifEerable  heat  of  the  suinmcr  had 
smce  that  time  increased.  Instead  of  risin^,  the  river  con- 
tinued  to  get  lower  and  lower.  The  carrier-pigeons  that  came 
in  from  Ethiopia,  and  which  were  expected  daily  with  appre- 
hension  and  impatience,  brought  no  ncws  of  a  rise  in  the  nver 
cvcn  along  tho  nppcr  coiir;-»>  of  the  stream,  and  the  shallow, 
6ta«!:nant,  otlcnsive-smcUing  water  aloüg  the  ^how  ho^:ui  to  be- 
8ome  inj  Urions  and  to  threaten  the  heaith  o£  the  enui  e  popula- 
tion. 

Especially  ncar  the  banks  the  river  exhibited  a  reddish  color, 
and  the  water  in  the  oonduits,  ubually  so  clean  and  agreeable 
to  the  taste,  was  füll  of  stränge  forms  of  vege  table  matter  and 
other  foreigQ  substances  decaying  and  extremely  offensiye. 
The  common  people  generally  dis])onsed  with  the  trouble  of 
filtering  the  water,  and  consequently  most  of  them  feil  viotims 
to  a  deadly,  oontagioiis  plague  whidi  until  nowhad  never  beeu 
known. 

Day  by  day  the  number  of  victims  increased,  and  the  growth 
of  the  comet  kept  paee  with  the  misfortimes  of  the  city. 
Everybody  connected  it  \yith  the  licat  oi'  this  bummer,  with  the 
failure  of  the  river  to  overflow,  and  with  the  appearance  of  the 
plague,  and  with  reference  tothis  subject  the  doctor  and  bis 
old  friend  often  almost  came  to  blows;  for  Philippus  woiüd  not 
acknowledge  that  the  comet  could  have  anyinflnenoe  npon 
human  iife,  while  Horns  Apollo  believed  the  contraiy,  and 
maintained  his  vicw  by  a  long  series  of  examples. 

His  Opponent  would  give  them  no  weight,  and  demanded 
proofs;  but  like  every  one  eise  he  too  was  living  nnder  the  in- 
fluence  of  a  dread  of  some  approachüig  horriblo  catastropho 
threatcnhi<;  the  earth  and  the  human  race. 

As  the  hcart  of  every  one  in  Memphis  was  weighed  down  be- 
neath  the  binden  of  the  frightfiü  apprehensions  and  of  a 
calamity  that  no  longer  threatened,  but  had  already  begun  to 


dust  lay  u2)on  the  ro{ids,  the  gardens,  the  pal  ms  and  sycamores 
along  the  streets.  Tlio  tamarisk  hedges  looked  like  decaying 
Walls  of  colorlc8s,  imburued  Nile  bricks,  even  in  the  chiei 
Streetz  the  traveler  waa  surrounded  bya  thick  white  cloud 
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wbich  had  been  stirred  np  by  the  motian  of  his  feet;  if  a  Tefai- 
cle  drore  alang  or  a  horseman  rode  throngh  the  hot  Btreets 
ihey  became  füll  of  gray  dust-clouds  which  compeUed  passers- 
by  to  ahnt  their  eyes  aud  moutbs. 

The  city  was  so  silent,  so  de  sorted,  so  desolate!  No  one  left 
his  hou.^e  iinless  compelled  by  inevitablo  necessity  or  some 
errand  of  mercy.  Evcrv  house  was  a  «riowing  ovcn,  and  ewii 
the  bath  offered  no  n  litl,  because  the  water  had  long  biuce 
grown  warm.  In  adtütiou  to  all  thiä  diu  ripcniDg  dates  had 
been  seized  by  a  discase;  they  were  falHng  by  the  thousanda 
from  the  laxnriant  bimches  ander  tiie  graoefully  bending 
crovn  of  leayes  to  the  gronnd  beneath,  and  since  the  day  be- 
fore  yesterday  the  bodies  of  dead  fish  continued  to  iloat  ashore 
m  ever-increasing  numbers.  Pestilence  had  taken  hold  upon 
the  scaly  inhabitants  of  the  water  also,  and  the  doctor  explained 
to  his  friend  that  this  threatened  the  peoplo  with  new  danprers; 
for  wlio  was  tliere  to  remove  dead  fish  from  the  river  bauks? 
aiid  how  (^uickly  the  heat  of  the  sun  would  cause  them  to 
putrefy. 

The  old  man  did  not  conceal  it  from  hinifcolf  that  it  would 
be  difficnlt,  f earf ully  dMcuIt  for  the  doctor  at  sach  times  as 
these  to  fidfill  his  professional  duties  conscientiously;  bat  he 


himdnring  the  months  of  the  pestilence  two  years  before^ 
fresh,  active,  and  in  good  spirits,  ay,  even  buoyant  by  reason 
of  the  magnitndü  of  the  demands  that  were  made  upon  him. 

That  which  liad  chaiigcd  him  so  entircly,  w}ii<  h  liad  poi- 
öoned,  i'xaspcratcd  and  iiiiprisoned  his  soul,  was  iiuL  ihe  ahnost 
ßuperhimiaiilv  heavy  .«acrilicc  \\'hii.h  diity  hiid  imposed  u])on 
him;  it  came  from  that  unfortunate  delusion  of  Iiis  htarl  of 
which  he  had  not  been  able  to  rid  himsell 

Philippus  kept  the  promise  he  made  the  old  man.  He  went 
daily  to  Kufinus's  house  and  daily  he  met  Paula  there;  and  as 
the  woonds  of  a  murdered  man  blecd  af  rcsh  when  the  eyes  of 
his  mm*derer  rest  upon  hun,  so  each  time  the  old  pain  was 
awakened  whenever  he  met  her  aud  was  compeUed  to  talk  with 
her. 

Mmo.  Johanna  and  Pulcheria  were  much  troubled  about  the 
fate  of  Kiüiiin«.  They  had  received  no  news  either  from  him 
or  from  ihe  nuns;  und  Philippus  was  the  rcceptacle  into  which 
the  f orsaken  wif e  and  PulGh^a»  who  looked  up  to  him  ajs  to  a 
sympathetic,  laithful^  all-powerful  gnardian  angcl^  ponred  all 
their  cai-es,  ffriefa,  and  apprehensions. 

These  had  been  greatly  increased  by  the  fact  that  already 
apon  tbree  oocasions  Arabian  olfficers  had  come  t}  their  house 


friend  Philippus,  and  luid  seen 
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and  made  careful  inquiries  about  the  old  man  and  where  he 
cordd  be  foimd.  What  the  ladies  said  was  written  down;  and 
Johanna,  across  whose  lips  a  lie  had  nerer  passed,  saw  herseif 

compelied  to  make  false  Statements  and  to  dedare  ihat  her 
husband  had  gone  to  Alexandria  on  busiaess,  and  would  in  all 
probability  have  to  go  into  Syria.  What  could  tliese  intorro<?a- 
tories  mean?  Did  it  not  indicate  that  the  aiithorities  in  Fostat 
had  receivod  Information  ot  the  participation  of  Üiihnus  in  the 
rescue  (»f  the  nuns? 

Thcy  wore  in  fact  better  informed  across  the  river  Ümn  the 
ladies  snpponed;  yet  they  kept  secret  what  they  did  know,  for 
ihe  oppressed  people  must  not  leam  that  so  few  Egyptians  had 
snooeeded  in  overooming  such  a  host  of  Arabian  warriors^  and 
oonsequentlj  tiie  only  Imowledge  the  people  of  Memphis  had 
concerning  what  had  happened  was  a  vagne  romor. 

The  doctor  only  heard  of  what  Kiifinus  was  going  to  under- 
take  after  thingshad  gone  too  far  to  attempt  to  put  a  stop  to 
thcm:  and  now  the  thou^^ht  l)ogan  to  torment  him  that  his  dear 
old  j"ri(.'nd  and  his  famüv  niii^ht  meet  witli  ntter  min  mcrely 
for  t]ie  sake  of  these  foreiirn  nuns;  for  he  liiul  secretlv  foimd 
out  that  a  combat  had  taken  place  between  the  defenders  of 
the  f  ugitives  and  the  Mussulmen,  which  had  cost  many  of  the 
combatants  on  both  sides  their  hres. 

And  Paula!  If  she  wonid  only  at  least  appear  to  be  happy! 
But  she  had  grown  pale,  and  that  which  of  ten  deprived  the 
youDg  woman,  wlio  was  sonnd  in  both  mind  and  body,  of  her 
prou(l,  free,  and  self-possessed  bearing  was  not  the  all-oppress- 
ing  heat  but  an  inner,  wastüig  sorrow,  and  one  caused  by  him 
u])on  whom  she  had  hung  her  heart,  and  who  had  rccom- 
pi  nscd  her  for  this  inestimabie  royal  gift  in  what  an  unworthy 
nianncrl 

rhilippus  was  comix  Ued  to  go  frequently  to  the  governor's 
palace;  and  a  fortnight  ago  he  had  disooyeied  what  caused  the 
pecoliar  condition  of  the  widow  of  the  Mukaukas.  She  had 
beon  takmg  her  husband's  opium,  and  had  taken  it  in  enor- 

mous  masses,  and  had  used  another  doctor  for  tlie  pmpose  of 
obtauiing  &c«h  snpplies.  But  she  had  succeeded  by  her  piteous 

supplications  in  persuading  Philippus  not  to  leave  her  to  her 
terrible  fate;  and  so  he  continucd  to  visit  hw,  impelled  by  the 
desire  at  least  to  restrain  her  in  Ihc  use  ol"  tlic  poison. 

lle  was  also  compcllcHl  to  visit  the  governor's  mansion  by 
roason  of  tlie  ill  hoalth  of  .Martina,  the  wife  of  the  Senator, 
bhe  was  not  really  ill,  but  suUered  terribly  from  the  heat,  and 
had  been  accustomed  to  the  daily  Visits  of  her  worthy  old  fam- 
ily  physician,  who  would  teil  her  the  latest  news^  whüe  ahe 
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wonid  make  known  to  him  her  oömplaints  wheneyer  fhe  sli^t' 
est  thing  was  the  matter  with  her  peifectly  healthy  body.  Tho 
overburdeued  Philip])us  of  course  Lad  no  time  f or  conyersation, 
but  his  advice  helped  her  to  endure  to  bctter  advantage  the 
fri^'^litfn]  !io;st  of  tlie  weather.  Shewas  much  pleasedwith  thia 
gO(  l-iKiuirecl,  o]K'ii.  prudent,  and  yet  at  times  sharp  and 
lacoiiic  man;  and  her  fresh  and  natural  nianuer  was  niost 
a^reeable  to  hini.  Occasioually  Martina  even  succeeded  in 
eliciting  a  smilt)  t'rom  her  *'  Hermes  TrisfJiegistus/*  who 
nsnally  was  so  feaifally  serions  that  cme  might  auppose  that 
there  was  no  such  Umfing  as  a  joke  upon  earth,''  and  Bometimes 
she  obtained  from  him  an  answer  from  which  it  was  evident 
tliat  this  morose  man  was  natuially  a  qnick-witted,  homorons 
fellow. 

Heliodora  possossed  fewer  attractions  for  Philippus.  To  be 
eure  ihere  was  a  striking  likeness  bet  ween  her  **  beseeching 
eyes  '*  and  those  of  Kntinus's  (hmglitcr,  but  in  the  Uittor  lay  a 
deep  longing  after  the  grace  and  love  of  God,  while  in  the 
former  could  be  perceived  only  a  dtairc  for  human  admiration. 

She  was  without  doubt  an  attractiye  woman;  bnt  her  weak- 
ness  in  never  attempting  to  have  a  purpose  of  her  own  or  to 
assert  an  opinion  of  her  own  did  not  plcase  hk  positiye  ohar- 
acter;  ay,  it  vexed  him  when  she^  after  he  had  disagreed  with 
her,  ashamed  of  her  own  stupidity,  would  repeat  his  last  sen- 
tence  meroly  for  the  piirposo  of  agreeing  witli  nim. 

Her  Society  did  not  seem  to  satisfy  Martina  cntirely,  in 
whose  own  houso  one  visit  loilowed  another  in  quick  bucces- 
sion,  and  to  whom  the  notions  **  evening  "  and  bricht  con- 
yersation among^numerous  guests  "  were  synonymous;  for  she 


Egyptian  deserts,  and  those  of  little  Oatharine  seemed  to  her 

an  act  of  charity. 
The  little  humming-bird  bccame  her  daily  gnest^  and  dnring 

such  insufferable  heat  her  bright  but  often  malicious  gossip 
holpod  to  pass  away  the  time.  Catharine's  mother  raij^ed  no 
objeciion  to  thei^e  Visits;  for  Heliodora  iind  callod  upon  her 
arrayed  in  her  gorgeous  jewels,  and  liad  ortered  her  aud  her 
daughter  the  liospitality  of  the  Imperial  City. 

She  might  perhaps  move  thither;  for  uuder  no  circumötances 
oould  she  remain  in  Memphis;  and  it  was  a  piece  of  good  fort- 
nne  to  be  introdueed  into  society  by  such  people  as  her  new 
aoqnaintances. 


Öf  course  Martina  heard  a  great  deal  about  Paula;  and 
although  it  was  all  partial  and  colored  to  her  disadvantage  she 
would  have  been  much  pleased  to  have  beoome  personaily  ao* 
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qnaiiited  with  the  dangliter  of  tlio  great  and  fainous  Thomas, 
whom  ehe  had  known;  i'urthermore,  from  what  she  had  heard, 
ßhe  eutcrtained  no  fears  on  her  iiicce's  account.  Eztraoidi- 
narilj  beaatiful^  yet  proud^  onapproachable^  unamiable  die 
was  Said  to  be^  and  besideB  an  orthodox  Chnstian  like  Helio- 
dora.  What  could  induce  tiie  great  Sesostris  *'  to  give  her  , 
tiie  preference? 

Catharme  had  offered  to  make  her  aoqnaintance  with  the 
boaufifnl  woman  of  Damascus;  but  nothinir  conld  havc  in- 
duced  Martina  t*)  vinlure  out  of  her  apartraeiits,  tliat  wcre  pro- 
tectod  as  far  ai>  possible  f rom  tho  l^^at,  into  tho  open  air,  and  so 
shu  lütt  it  to  Heliodora  (who  had  long  been  of  one  heart  and 
one  soid  with  the  little  girl,  and  m  many  things  was  ßubject 
eren  to  her  will)  to  teil  her  about  the  beautifiü  &ughterof  the 
f amons  hera 

This  was  quite  possible;  for  the  little  humming-bird  had  had 
the  canning  to  bnng  the  two  riyals  together  after  she  had  nar- 
rated  to  eacli  all  ilmt  she  know  of  OrioTi's  rolations  to  the 
othcr.  This  was  a  splendid  jolco;  but  in  one  respect  she  had 
fallen  Short  of  her  aim;  for  Paula  showed  no  sign  whatever 
that  she  was  suffering  from  the  torment  of  jealousy  which  lähe 
had  hoped  to  awakeii  wilhiu  lier. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ilehodora  had  retumed  from  her  visit  to 
Panla  anzioas  and  depressed;  for  she  had  receired  her  coollj 
and  withpoliteformautj;  and^  moreover,  as  a  lesult  of  her  visit 
the  yonng  widow  became  convinced  that  this  extraordinary 
person  was  qnite  capable  of  obsciu-ing  her  image  in  Orion 's 
heart,  and  even  of  cxpcllin^  it  altogcthcr.  Just  as  a  wounded 
man  ofton  fools  his  wound  in  order  to  ascertain  its  oonrlition, 
altliougli  it  ])ains  him  severely,  so  llt^liodora  ofton  iK'took  lior- 
ßelf  to  Catharine's  house  for  the  purposc  of  oljserving  Ikt  rival, 
or  of  being  escorted  to  see  her,  although  sho  uever  faüed  to 
meet  with  a  cool  reception. 

Oatharine  had  at  first  sympathized  with  the  yoimg  widow,  to 
whom  she  feit  that  ehe  was  intellectnallj  superior;  bat  that 
was  all  past  now  by  reason  of  a  well-dcfuiÄ  cause,  and  now  she 
hated  her  too,  and  inflicted  lipon  her  Utile  wounds  whenever  it 
was  po?s-iblo.  Paida,  on  tho  othor  liand,  appearcd  to  ho  in- 
vulncrable;  and  yct  there  was  no  sorrow  tliat  Catharine  would 
not  gladly  have  inllioted  upon  her  who  had  been  the  cause  of 
the  deepest  hnniiliaiion  of  her  young  life. 

How  could  it  bü  (jxplaiucd  that  the  lady  of  Damascus  did  not 
seem  to  consider  the  beautiful  Heliodora  a  dangcrous  rival? 
&he  had  Said  to  herseif  that  Orion  conld  not  have  remamed 
awaj  from  this  ladj  so  long  atime  if  he  reaUy  reciprocated  her 
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lovc.  For  flie  purpose  of  avoiding  thc  Byzanünc  bcauty  and 
üf  remikiniii;^^  to  liür  what  ho  was  and  muot  cuulinuc  to  be,  he 
had  ieit  Meni])liis  wiLh  tlio  sLiiator.  This  Ileliodora — an  inner 
voice  told  her  so — was  tlic  puor,  deceived  woman  with  whom 
lic  had  trifled  in  the  capital  city,  and  for  whom  he  had  after- 
ward committed  the  f&tal  theft  of  the  emerald.  Should  fate 
bring  him  back  to  her — Paula — and  she  grant  the  retumed 
Wanderer  what  he  demanded  and  what  her  own  hcart  so  im- 
portimately  urged  her  to  bestow,  then  ehe  would  be  thc  al)so- 
lute  queen  of  his  hcart;  sho  must  be  of  necessity,  and  of  this 
slic  was  cortain.  And  if  she  nevertheless  bowed  her  hcad,  bur- 
dened  with  care  and  ap)pr(.lieiision,  she  did  so  not  l'rom  l'ear  of 
losing  him,  but  from  fear  conceming  the  fate  of  I'ul^s  falhcr 
and  her  dear  old  friond  Knfiniis  and  his  beloved  familj,  who 
had  now  altogether  tiiktn  üie  place  oi"  her  own. 

'Vhm  matters  stood  wIil'h  the  physician  Phih'ppns,  mach  to 
thc  vcxation  of  bis  old  fricnd^  haistily  and  moodily  drank  his 
after-dinner  wme,  and  had  just  set  the  goblet  down»  when  the 
black  ^ate-keeper  announced  the  airival  of  a  crippled  old  man» 
who  wished  to  speak  to  his  master  at  once  abouf  a  matter  of 
graye  importance. 

''A  matter  of  grave  importance?''  repeated  the  doctor. 

**  Give  me  in  addition  to  my  own  legs,  four  more,  or  an  instru- 
ment  for  extendin^^  time,  and  I  will  take  new  patients,  other- 
wise  I  can  not!   Teil  the  measenger — 

**  No,  nothing  about  sick  people,  mastorr^  intermpted  the 
negro.  Comes  f  rom  a  great  distance;  is  the  gardener  that 
belongs  to  the  old  Groek  gentloman,  Kuäuoa.'' 

Philippus  shuddered  at  these  words.  He  suspected  what 
news  this  messenger  broiijrht,  and  with  an  anxiously  beating 
heart  he  gave  the  order  th:it  lic  should  be  adinit  ti^d. 

One  giajice  at  Gibbus  told  him  that  Iiis  suspicion  was  wcll< 
founded. 

The  poor  fellow  was  scarcely  to  be  reoognized.  He  was 
tliii  kly  (  overed  with  dust  from  licad  to  l'uot,  and  looked  as  if 
his  liair  and  ^is  beard  hau  grown  gray.  His  sandals  were 
ragged  and  wom  out»  and  the  profuse  Perspiration  had  washed 
oat  Channels  in  his  face  all  powdered  with  dust»  and  the  tears 
that  he  shed  when  the  doctor  extended  his  band  to  him  with  a 
look  of  aniazement  washed  out  other  ones  on  his  cheeks. 

To  Philipi)us's  pained  and  long-drawn»  D(  ad! a  silent 
nod  of  the  head  was  the  only  answer  givcn,  and  wiien  the  doc- 
tor placed  both  liands  on  his  tem}>lps,  and  criini  out  to  the  gar- 
dener:    Deadl   liuünus»  my  poor  old  liuünuä»  dead!  Bvd 
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how,  for  Tfod's  Bake,  how  did  it  happcn?  Speak,  speak,  mun!" 
Gibbus  püiiited  to  tlie  old  num,  üiul  said,  with  ürmness: 
Come  outside  with  me,  master.   Ko  one  eise  mnst — ^* 

But  PhilippuB  explained  to  him  that  this  old  man  was  his 
second  seif,  and  so  the  old  cripple  gave  an  accomit  of  all  that 
ihey  had  gonc  tliroiigli,  aud  tne  manner  in  which  his  beloved 
master  hiid  inet  Iiis  deuth. 

Dnring  thc  course  of  the  narrative  Horns  Apollo  shook  Iiis 
head  rcpcatedlv  toexpross  his  disapprobaiirm  and  astom'shment, 
and  Philippus  uttei\(l  nianyan  oath.  AftcTward  thc  binarer  of 
tho  fatal  news  was  not  internipted,  and  when  lu'  had  llnished, 
l*luiijj^us,  with  head  bowed  down  and  eyes  ülled  with  tears, 
Said: 

*^  Poor,  faithful  old  man;  that  he  shoiüd  die  in  this  manner I 
that  it  shonld  have  he^en  him,  who  leaves  hehind  what  is 
best,  while  I— II" 

Then  he  groanod  aloud,  bat  the  old  man  cast  an  offended 

and  disapproving  look  at  him. 

Wliilo  Philippus  was  removing  the  soals  from  the  tablet, 
which  the  abbess  had  cloHcd  with  all  j^ossiblo  care,  aud  began 
to  read,  Ilbrus  Apollo  inquired  oi*  the  gardener: 

"  And  the  niins?    Did  they  all  escape?'' 

**  Yes,  sir!  Ou  the  moming  ai'ter  our  anivul  m  Dumiat  a 
trireme  put  to  sea  with  them." 

Then  the  old  man  mnttered  to  himself : 
The  bees  lost,  and  the  drones  Siived!*' 

But  Gibbus  contradicted  liim,  and  spoke  in  glowlng  terms 
of  the  active  and  industiioiis  life  of  the  nuns,  in  whose  Service 
he  himself  liad  once  been. 

In  the  meantime  the  doctor  had  flnished  reading  his  friend's 
last  letter.  Füll  of  the  deepest  n  stlcssiH  he  turned  it  over 
and  over,  and  then  measured  the  roont  uith  rapid  strides; 
linally  he  stopped  sliurt  buiore  the  gardener,  aud  said  to  him 
in  aceents  of  great  excitement: 

"  And  what  now?  Who  is  going  to  carry  the  news  to 
them?" 

You^  master,"  replied  the  poor  man,  stretching  his  hands 

out  toward  him  beseechingly. 

I,  of  coiirse  I!"  snarled  the  doctor.       AVhatever  is  hard, 

whaterer  is*  n^pulsive,  whatever  is  insntfcrable,  falls,  of  course, 
lipon  my  heiui.  But  I  ean  not,  1  darf  not,  1  will  not  do  it! 
iJid  I  couceive  this  mad  ail venture,  or  was  it  in  any  mauner 
due  to  mc?  Don't  von  wc,  fathcr:  What  he,  that  bov,  has 
cooked,  I — i'ate  provides  as  a  matter  of  coui'so  for  tiiaL — I 
always  have  to  eati" 
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"  Hard,  very  hard^  my  son!"  roplied  the  old  man.  But 
it  is  yoiir  dnty.  Just  think,  su])pose  that  mnn,  as  he  staoda 
there  now  before  us,  were  to  appear  before  tlie  iadieä — 

But  Philippus  interrupted  him: 

**  Ko,  110,  that  wouldn't  do!  And  you,  Gibbus,  you.  Au- 
other  Arab  has  been  to  Madame  Johanna's  to-day^  and  if  they 
— ^your  appearance  is  extraordinary — ^if  they  were  once  to  sus- 
l^ect  that  you  accompanied  your  master —  No,  man,  your 
fid(  lity  deseires  a  better  reward  I  You  must  not  be  caiight! 
I  shali  release  you  f  rom  Madame  Johanna^s  serrice,  and  we— 
what  do  you  say,  fallier?— -wo  will  keep  him  here  with  mV 

"  Correct,  quiie  riglit!''  repHed  the  old  man.  "The  Nile 
must  rise  again  sonie  daj.  Stay  with  us.  1  have  bocn  pining 
für  a  long  time  after  vegetable.s  raised  in  my  own  gaiden.'*  . 

But  the  old  cripple  refused  with  firmness  this  proposal,  and 
declared  that  he  was  determined  to  retum  to  his  mistress. 
When  the  doctor  had  exj^Iained  to  him  again  to  what  great 
dangers  he  woidd  expose  himself,  and  the  oM  man  expressed  a 
wish  to  knowhis  reasons,  the  gardenerezdaimed:  "  I  promised 
my  master  to  stay  with  the  ladies,  and  now  that  there  is  no 
other  freedman  in  the  house  besides  me,  am  I  to  leave  them 
there  alone,  merely  for  the  purpo?o  of  saving  my  miserable 
life?  I  woiild  rather  a  crooked  saber  Avere  drawii  acroös  my 
neckl  A\'heii  rn}  head  is  gone  all  that  is  left,  this  bit  ot*  beauty, 
I  shall  not  gi-udge  the  scoimdrulü. 

At  thüse  wonls,  which  issucd  forlh  from  his  parched  mouth 
with  a  hollow,  broken  sound,  the  face  of  the  faithful  man  be- 
came  distorted,  his  cheeks  were  obserred  to  grow  ashy  pale^ 
and  Philippus  had  to  su})})ort  him,  for  his  feet  refused  to  do 
their  duty.  The  long  journey  throu^h  the  terrible  heat  had 
exhausted  the  strenem  of  the  old  cripple,  but  a  draught  of 
wine  soon  restored  him  to  himself  agam,  and  Horns  Apollo 
gave  a  ?lavo  Orders  to  take  him  into  the  kitehen  and  to  see 
tiiat  the  Cook  did  everythiug  in  his  power  for  him. 

As  soon  as  the  two  scholars  were  lef t  alone,  the  old  man  said : 

**  That  brave  aud  bold  old  fei  low  that  died  yonder  has  made 
stränge  demands  of  you;  it  was  piain  from  your  expression 
while  Toa  were  reading  the  tablet  ^ 

There,  take  itl^'  rejomed  the  doctor,  and  again  began  to 
ßtride  up  and  down  the  room,  while  the  old  man  took  up  the 
tablet  to  read.  Both  sides  were  covered  with  irregulär  lines  of 
writing,  that  mo\  ed  in  a  wave  motion  up  and  down  across  the 
leaves  of  the  tablet.    The  contonts  were  the  following: 

Kufinus  in  the  presenoe  of  death — to  his  beloved  Philip 

pus: 
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**  One  cliill  follows  nnothcr.  I  phall  certaiiily  die  to-rlay. 
Haste  is  necessary.  Writiug  is  diflu  ult.  Tf  that  which  ia 
necessary  c«an  only  be  said.  In  the  ilist  place:  Johanna  and 
my  poor  cliild.  Ho  to  them  all  thnt  you  can.  I  miglit  liJive 
beeu  more  to  them,  and  should  have  beeu.  Protect  them  as 
guardian^  curator  and  friend.  Tbey  have  enough  to  live  on^ 
and  can  even  share  with  others.  My  brother  Leonax  man^s 
my  property,  and  ho  is  honest.  Johanna  knows  all.  Teil  her 
and  my  poor  child  that  I  send  them  a  tliousand  blessings,  and 
teil  Johanna  that  I  send  her  untold  thanks  for  all  the  happi- 
ness  shc  has  giTcn  me.  You,  my  friond,  listen,  listen  to  an 
old  man!  Fixe  your  heart  from  Piiiila.  8he  is  not  for  you. 
You  know,  tliL'  youthful  Orion.  But  you.  Those,  who  from 
their  birth  oii  have  stood  upon  the  highest  point,  seldom  suit 
US,  who  have  laboriously  worked  up  from  oclow  to  a  nobler 
height.  Be  her  friend.  She  deservos  it,  but  that  is  enougL 
Do  not  remain  Single!  The  grandest  thing  that  can  lall  to  the 
lot  of  a  man  is  orought  into  bis  life  by  bis  wife.  In  heavy 
sleep  ehe  twines  kindly  dreams.  All  that  is  to  you  still  nn- 
known.  Your  old  friend,  to  whom  I  send  cordial  greetings» 
has  denied  himself  'Iiis  happiness  his  whole  life.  For  you 
alone.  These  aro  tliu  words  of  a  d^ing  man.  Know,  that 
poor  ehild,  our  Ful,  uunsiders  you  the  most  purfect  of  all  nu  n, 
and  esteems  you  as  she  does  no  other.  You  know  her  and 
Johanna.  Bear  witness  of  the  fact  that  no  wicked  word  has 
ever  erossed  the  hps  of  either  of  them.  Far  is  it  from  me  to 
advise  you,  whose  neart  oarries  witb  it  the  ima^  of  anotber 
woman;  woo  this  child,  sbe  is  the  woman  that  suits  yon.  Tbis 
for  you  both.  I  advise  you,  father  and  son,  unite  yourselves 
witli  mother  and  daughter  as  good  and  faithful  companions 
and  friends.  None  of  you  will  ever  regret  it.  This  a  dying 
man  has  spoken.  It  is  done.  You  are  the  guardian  of  tlic 
women,  Philippus,  a  faithful  one,  I  know.  Like  aim,  like 
thoughts,  you  and  I,  mauy  happy  years —  Take  i^ofxl  care  o£ 
them  both  for  me;  take  good  eure  of  them,  I  heg  y<»u." 

The  last  words  were  isolated  and  wore  8t  atterL*d  outside  of 
the  hnes  over  the  tablet,  and  it  wiis  ditlicult  for  tlie  old  man 
to  read  them.  As  the  doctor  a  shorL  vvhilu  before  had  done, 
so  now  the  old  mau  stared  at  the  writiug,  embarrassed  and 
imdedded. 

Well?''  inquired  Phihppus,  at  length. 
"  Yes,  well?"  rejoined  fi[x>ru8,  sbruggmg  Iiis  sbotdders. 
Tben  tbey  botb  remained  silent  quite  a  long  time^  until  thff 
old  man  arose^  and^  supported  upon  bis  staff^  oommencod  alsa 
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to  walk  up  and  down  tlie  room,  and  in  än'mg  so  begaa  to  muiv 
mur,  half  to  Philippus  and  half  to  liiiuöelf : 

*'  Two  quiet^  Bensible  women;  tht  le  arc,  I  believe,  only  a  low 
of  this  sort  to  be  found.  How  sweelly  tlie  little  girl  helped 
me  up  froiu  the  low  chair  that  time  in  the  gardcn. 

With  thcse  words  lie  tittered  Lu  liimself,  stopptd  I*hilippus, 
who  was  Walking  him^  and  striking  him  geutly  upon  the 
arm,  he  ezclaimed,  in  a  tone  of  sauciness  qnite  foreign  to  him: 

"  A  man  ooght  to  try  everything.  The  tender  care  of  wom- 
an,  bcfore  desoending  into  the  grave!  And  is  it  tnte  thaJt 
neither  of  them  scolds  or  tattles?'' 

**  Of  oonrse  not/'  repHed  the  dot  tor. 
And  whafc  sort  of  a  *  but '  were  you  about  to  add?''  said 
tili'  old  man.  **  Let  ns  just  for  onee  be  a  little  fooUsh,  broth- 
orl  It'  it  were  not  such  a  deviliöh  senuus  matter  it  would  be 
ridiculous!  In  taking  a  rest,  I'll  take  the  little  onc,  and  you 
may  have  the  old  lady,  my  boy!  Linea  better  washed,  no 
holes  in  yomr  dothes,  no  dust  upon  yonr  books^  every  moming 
at  the  table  an  affectionate  *  Mov  are  jon?' —  Just  look  at 
the  fruit  Ihere  on  the  plate!  Like  oats,  that  are  thrown  to  a 
horse!  In  the  old  man 's  liouso  it  was  all  as  nicely  arranged 
as  at  our  home  in  Philae :  the  dessert  a  perfect  work  of  art,  a 
plcasnrc  to  the  eye!  Pul  seems  to  nnderstand  such  tliings  like 
my  poor  deceased  sister.  And  then,  when  you  want  to  gct  up, 
such  a  kind  little  young  band  to  help  you!  Our  house  here 
has  for  a  Ioult  time  becn  an  eyo-sore  to  mo!  In  oui*  Chamber 
plaster  and  dudt  are  constautly  falling  irom  the  cciling,  and 
lieru  great  cracks  in  the  floor.  I  stumbled  over  them  yester- 
day,  and  our  niggardly  landIord>  the  gentlemen  of  the  city 
counciU  declare  that  n  ym  wish  to  haye  any  improyements 
made  we  mußt  pay  for  them  onrselves,  as  they haven't  a  penny 
to  spcnd  on  such  things.  In  the  honoralde  old  man's  nouse 
everything  was  in  the  best  condition. "  Here  the  old  man  tit- 
tered aloud,  and  rubbing  hh  hands,  continued:  And  even  if 
we  do  go  a  little  too  l'ar,  Phüijjpus?  If  we  fultlU  the  wi<]i  of 
the  dyino"  man?  Great  and  gracious  Isis!  It  wonld  certamly 
be  a  giiüd  deed,  and  I  can  not  boast  of  very  many  such.  Witli 
prudenee — what  do  you  say? — at  auy  rate  wo  migliL  maivu  a 
trial  of  it,  with  mutual  right  tu  give  a  month'ö  noticc." 

Then  he  hecame  serious  again,  shook  his  head,  and  8aid> 
thoughtfully:  **  No,  no;  one's  peace  of  mind  would  be  utterly 
lost.    A  pretty  dream,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  roalize.'' 

*'  Under  no  (  ircumstances  just  now/*  rejoincd  the  doctor. 

As  long  as  the  fate  of  the  lady  of  Damascus  is  not  dedded,  1 
beg  you  to  let  all  this  rest/' 
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Then  tho  old  man  uttcred  an  oath,  and  exclaimcd,  with  u 
rinister,  piercinf^  look: 

''This  patricianyiperiseYerywhere;  aheroins  eveiything!  I 
tliink  she  will  soon  De  oat  of  our  way,  and  then —  No,  just 

at  this  timc,  at  such  a  moment  I  shall  not  consent  to  our  being 
robbed  of  that  which  might  make  our  lives  happy,  which  in 
tlio  day  of  judgmont  of  tlio  dead  might  be  of  weight  in  the 
scales  of  justice  in  niy  V»  half.  The  wisli  of  a  dyiug  mau  is 
sacred.  That  our  iaüu  rs  iised  to  say,  and  tliey  were  right. 
Let  the  will  of  the  ol<l  man  bc  dono!  Yos,  yes,  yes!  The  dio 
is  cast!  As  sooii  as  this  hiiidcrauco  is  put  aside  we  ihail  keep 
housc  with  these  ladies.   I  msk  it  and  Mye  sa^  '6ol" 

Here  the  gardener  entered  again,  and  the  old  man  calied  out 
tohim: 

Listen,  man;  after  all  we  shall  meet  again;  the  particnlars 
later.  Bemaan  with  my  serrants  until  dark;  but  you  must 
guard  your  tongue;  for  they  are  one  and  all  a  set  of  eaves- 

dropporf?  and  prattlcrs.  Master  Phih'ppns  is  goinprnowto  carry 
the  sad  news  to  the  uiifortunatc  widow,  and  you  can  talk  with 
her  to-night.  Xothin^  unusual  must  be  done  down  below 
bore,  and  all  that  has  liappcned  to  your  master,  even  the  fact 
that  he  is  dead,  raust  remaui  a  secret  for  the  whole  world,  ex- 
cept  US  and  his  famüy/' 

The  gardener  understood  what  depended  npon  his  silence. 
Philippus  consented  to  the  old  man's  arrangement,  hut  for  the 
present  avoided  speaking  about  receiving  the  ladies.  When  he 
at  length  startcd  upon  his  sad  enand  to  the  widow^s  house, 
Horns  Apollo  calied  after  him: 

Courage,  courage,  my  son,  and  in  passing,  elance  iuto  our 
little  gardon.  It  grieved  us  so  to  see  the  tall  old  palm-treo 
dyinsr.  arul  now  tliero  isspringing  up  from  its  roots  a  beautiful, 
fresh-iüoking  little  sprout. " 

**  Sinco  yesterday  its  tip  has  becn  hanging  down,  and  it  will 
probably  soon  die,  replied  Philippus,  shrugging  his  Shoulders. 

'*  Water  it,  GihhusT  The  pdm  trank  must  be  watered  at 
once!"  exclaimed  the  old  man. 

"You  have  the  watcr  convenient,'*  rejoined  the  doctor, 
and,  when  he  had  re»ched  the  steps,  he  added,  in  a  tone  of 
bitterne?^:     To  wliom  may  the  same  thing  happen!^' 

"  A\'ith  ])aii('nr('  and  <i<'tormination  will  be  accomplishcd!'* 
murmurcd  the  o]d  man,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  alone,  ho 
grovvk'd  ilhliumon  dly  after  liim:  But  away  with  tlio 
withered  palni  truuk,  Iiis  okl  life,  so  far  as  it  is  associated  ith 
the  patrician  maiden!  Cast  it  intothoiire!  How  can  Iget 
at  her?  What  must  I  do,  how  can  I  proceed?'' 
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'  With  these  words  he  tlirow  himself  into  the  arm-chair  and 
coiiimencpfl  to  rul)  Iiis  forcLciul  with  the  tips  of  his  finge rs. 
He  had  not  yet  reat;hod  uiiy  conclusioii,  whenablavü  aunouuced 
several  visitors^  who  requested  an  audience.  Thcy  were  the 
Chief  men  in  the  Senate  of  Memphis,  who  had  heen  sent  to 
consult  and  take  connael  with  the  wise  old  man.  If  any  one 
Cüuld  devise  a  plan  of  averting  or  of  mitigating  the  frightf ul 
caiamity  that  was  threatening  the  city  and  me  whole  land, 
and  against  wliich  prayers,  sacrifices,  processions  and  litanies 
had  proven  powcrless,  it  would  be  he,  aiid  thcy  wcre  detcr- 
mincd  not  to  atop,  even  if  tluy  had  to  emploj  heathenish  en- 
chantments  ia  gaining  their  end. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

OATHABIKE  AHD  HELIODOBA  YISTT  A  B0B0BBE88. 

DuBiHO  the  moonless  night  that  had  just  passed,  CathArine 

had  lost  the  last  spark  of  eympathy  she  Lad  ever  feit  for 
Heliodora.  Attended  b y  her  maid  and  an  old  hostler  alare, 
who  was  stone  deaf ,  she  had  accompanied  her  to  the  house  of 
one  of  the  fortuno-tellcrs  in  the  city,  of  whom  there  were  still 
as  many  in  Memphis  as  sorccrers,  alchemists  and  conjurers, 
and  it  had  been  foretold  to  tlie  young  womau  that  the  liiio  of 
her  life  would  ascend  to  the  ^reatest  happinoss,  aiid  that  all 
her  hopes,  even  tlie  most  ambitioud  her  jiLart  had  devisöd, 
would  be  realized. 

The  littie  humming-biid  was  only  too  well  aware  wbat  these 
hopes  were,  and  the  probabiüty  that  they  weie  approaching 
üieir  f uMllment  had  arouaed  her  anger^  and  taught  her  to  hate 
Heliodora. 

The  latter  had  gone  to  the  house  of  the  enchantress  in  sim- 
ple but  costly  elothes.  Her  peplus  was  hold  together  on  the 
Shoulder,  instead  of  by  a  golden  clasj^,  by  a  button,  tliat,  in 
accordance  with  her  passion  for  pretty  jewels,  consisted  of  a 
sappbiro  of  unusual  si/e,  and  tliis  had  at  once  attracted  the  eye 
üf  the  furtuiie-tüller,  and  üliowed  her  that  she  was  dcaiing  with 
a  great  and  rieh  lady.  Catharine,  who  was  plaiuly  dressed, 
she  had  mistaken  for  a  companion  or  poorer  fnend  of  this  dia» 
tinguished  lady,  and  had  therefore  piophesied  for  her  the  over* 
Coming  of  certain  obstacles  and  finally  a  happy  life  by  the  side 
of  a  husband  who  would  be  no  longer  a  yonng  man,  and  in 
addition  a  rieh  störe  of  children. 

The  biiHinegs  of  this  womaii  niust  have  been  very  remunera- 
tive^  for  the  interior  ol  her  ho\m  stood  in  striking  contrast  with 


Digitized  by  Google 


-  THE  BBIDE  OF  THE  KILE. 


375 


that  of  the  miserable  hnts?  l)y  whicli  if  was  surrouncled,  in  tlie 
poorest  and  niost  degradtd  quarter  of  tho  rity.  On  the  out- 
ßide  it  ditfered  little  from  its  neighbors,  uy,  it  liad  becu  studi- 
ously  neglected,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiviu^  the  aiithorities, 
who  threatened  enchantment  and  the  exercise  of  magic  arts 
vith  ihe  pimishment  of  death;  but  the  outfit  of  the  little  un- 
pretending  auditorlum^  ia  whidi  ehe  was  accustomed  to  trans- 
act  her  mvocations  and  enchantments,  must  havc  cost  no  small 
sum.  On  its  walls  hung  tapestri*  -  crn  t  rod  with  magical  fig- 
urcs,  tho  coliimns  werc  aeeorated  willi  designs  that  -wcrc  botli 
astoni.^liing  aiid  wi'ird,  uu  liltiü  aliars  were  smoking,  over 
grates  of  coak,  crut-ibles  and  kettles  of  different  sizes;  basins, 
bottles,  pitchers,  a  wheel,  witliiu  ^vhic■]l  a  wry-necked  bird  was 
hopping  u]^  and  down,  wax  figures,  and  among  them  the  repre- 
sentations  of  men  and  women  with  needles  in  their  hearts,  a 
cage  füll  of  bats  and  glasses  füll  of  Bpiders^  ffogs,  leechesj 
beetles^  Bcoipions^  centipedes  and  other  disgustiog  animals 
stood  about  on  pedestals^  and  along  one  side  of  the  room  ex- 
tended  a  rope-yard,  which  was  employed  in  the  execntion  of  , 
Thracian  enchantment.  Sweet-smelling  and  pungent  vapors 
fillcd  the  room,  and  from  behind  a  curtahi,  which  concealed 
tlic  pcrformers  from  view,  could  bc  heard  the  moTiotoTions 
so  und  öf  cliildren^s  voices,  tho  ringing  of  bells  and  the  weird 
beating  of  drums. 

The  sorceress  Medca,  although  she  had  scarcely  passed  her 
forty-fifth  year,  siüted  qiiite  well  this  place,  which  was  so  rieh 
in  Strange  objects  that  awakened  disgust,  fear,  and  stv^ 
faction^  for  her  face  was  pale,  and  its  nnusnal  length  was  m- 
creased  by  a  bunch  of  curls  that  were  coal-black,  and  combed 
high  upon  the  top  of  her  head. 

At  tlie  close  of  the  first  visit  of  the  ladies,  which  had  been  a 
complete  surprise  to  her,  and  at  which  many  tliings  npon  the 
sorceress's  stage  had  been  wanting  that  proved  to-day  to  be 
especially  efTective,  she  had  induced  Heliodora  to  repeat  lier 
Visit  in  three  days,  and  the  yomig  wonian  had  made  no  Opposi- 
tion and  appeared  at  the  appointed  üiilü  accompanied  by  Cath- 
arine. 

One  could  not  leave  Egypt,  the  land  of  enchantment  and  of 
the  magical  arts,  without  haviug  ])ut  them  to  the  test.  Har- 
tina also  gave  her  consent,  although  she  was  not  fond  of  such 
things  herseif.    She  was  satisfied  with  her  lot,  and  if  changes 

to  her  disadvantage  were  to  confront  her  she  did  not  desire  to 
be  made  nneasy  about  them  beforehand  by  the  deelarations  of 
an  ciu  liantrL'ris  who  was  worthy  of  bolief,  nor  to  be  duceivid  by 
one  who  was  not.    She  could  iio  longer  enjoy  to  aaiy  great  ex* 
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tent  nnusual  good  fortune;  it  would  only  have  disturbcd  her. 
But  young  people  whoso  lives  still  lay  beforo  them,  if  they  dö- 
fiired  to  glance  into  the  iutme«  she  was  the  last  pereon  to  cen- 
Bure  thcm  for  it. 

Thv  you]i;^^  widow  and  tho  little  «^irl  crosscd  the  tliresliold  of 
tho  t'uelKiiitrü£ö  in  qiiite  a  ßtute  ol"  excittiufiit,  and  to-day 
Oathariiu'  was  the  moro  excited  of  the  two;  for  in  the  aft^r- 
noou  ühü  had  seen  l'hilippus  ii  avc  iiuiinuii'ö  house,  and  shortiy 
afterward  Arabiau  officials  entcr. 

JtiBfr  before  sundown  Paula  had  appeared  in  the  garden  wiÜi 
eyes  red  from  weeping,  and  when  a  f ew  moments  later  Ptd  and 
her  mother  joinea  her,  Paula  had  tlirown  her  arms  around 
Johanna's  neck  and  had  wept  so  bitterly  that  both  she  and  her 
daughter^  who  was  very  easily  moved  to  tears,  began  to  sob 


miLst  havo  happonod;  but  wheii  shi'  went  over  to  learn  tlio 
particiilars,  ohl  lietta,  who  had  iiever  been  very  fond  ul  her, 
was  very  .^horl  ^v[ih  her,  aiid  evun  impoHte, 

Something  very  distressiug  also  had  happened  to  Heliodora 
and  herseif  upon  the  street,  for  the  carriage  of  Lady  Nephoris, 
vhidi  was  to  deposit  them  at  the  limits  of  the  grave-yard^  had 
been  held  up  by  a  detachment  of  Arabian  cayalry,  and  ahe  was 
compeUed  to  submit  to  oertain  interrogatorieB  by  their  Com- 
mander. 

And  so  they  entered  to-day  the  house  of  Medea  with  the 
Curls,  "  as  tlic  enchantres's  was  pojjularly  ealled,  with  anxiously 
beatiiii,'  liearts,  hui  (licy  wert'  roeeived  with  such  huiiil)le  pnlite- 
ness  liiat  they  ixwi  feit  pcrfectly  at  ease,  and  evun  the  ex- 
tremely  uneasy  liL  ii(Hh)ra  bigan  to  breathe  more  easily. 

The  sorceress  now  knew  also  who  Catharinc  was,  and  he- 
stowed  more  considcration  upon  the  only  daughtor  of  the 
wealthy  widow  Susannah. 

The  narrow  crescent  of  the  new  moon  was  now  Tisible  in  the 
heavens,  a  fact  that  Medea  declared  enabled  her  to  see  more 
clearly  than  during  the  season  of  the  Ftina  ne^ro,  as  she  called 
a  night  when  thero  was  no  mooiilight.  Her  mmd's  eye  at  their 
first  Visit  had  been  seized  b^-  tvjihonian  darkness  under  the  in- 
fliieiu-e  ol*  hostile  i)o\vt'rs.  JSlic  had  perceived  it  inniu'diately 
alter  their  departure;  but  to-day  she  could  ^^ee  all  tlio  more 
eloarly.  Her  inner  eye  was  as  uncloudcd  as  a  silver  mirrur — 
she  had  purified  ii  by  a  last  of  thrce  days — and  with  the  help 
of  the  cliüdi*en  of  Horus^  Hapi  and  the  three  other  holy  ones 
— ^not  one  atom  of  dust  could  escape  her. 

**0h,  ye  happy  ones,  ye  lovely  ones!**  she  continued  in  a 
tone  of  enthnsiasm.   "  Himdreds  of  great  ladies  have  tested 
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my  art,  biit  never  yet  have  I  seen  fate  so  favorable  to  any  as  to 
you.  Do  you  hear  how  the  kettles  of  fortime  are  boiling? 
The  very  lids  are  rising.    TJnheard  of  I  moöt  wouderful!^' 

With  these  words  she  cxtended  her  Lands  toward  the  yessela 
as  though  she  vere  muttering  an  imprecation,  and  ezdaimedj 
with  graye  solemnity : 

**  Saperabundaace  of  joy,  abimdanoe  and  superabundance^ 
bnrsting  magazines,  Zefa— u,  Metramao —  ütetom  to  the  right 
ßiirface,  right  height,  right  dei^th,  right  measiire!  Thy  yard 
Mei — measorer^  weigher^  use  them^  Techuti^  use  them,  double 
Ibis!" 

Thon  sho  ordercd  thcm  both  to  sit  dowu  upon  the  bi'uuti- 
fully  onuinientcd  stools  opposito  the  kettles,  tied  arouiid  Ihoir 
ring-fingiTd  tho  "  Anubiau  üiruad/'  audasked  each.  of  tiiciii  iii 
a  vhispcr;  and  amid  woids  of  imprecation^  forahair,  and  after 
she  had  laid  each  in  one  of  the  kettles^  she  cried  out  in  pas- 
donate  zeal^  and  as  though  the  f ates  for  weal  or  Woe  oi  her 
Tisitors  depended  upon  the  sliglitest  delay: 

"  Press  the  finger  with  the  Anubian  thread  upon  it  on  your 
hearts,  fix  your  eyes  upon  the  kettles  and  the  vapor  that  is 
asceruliiig  up  to  tho  spirits  o£  the  heights  beyond,  of  the  light, 
to  thv  gvviit  ones  oii  high!" 

Thüladics,  with  throbbing hearts,  oboyed  theconiiiiiAüd  of  the 
enchantress,  and  she  suddenly  coninionccd  to  tui-n  rapidly 
around  upon  her  toes,  and  in  doin^  so  her  bunch  of  curls  ilew 
up  and  the  wand  of  enchantment  Siat  she  held  in  her  f  ar-out- 
stretched  hand  described  a  large  and  magnifioent  cirde.  As 
fhough  seized  by  a  horrible  terror  ehe  then  suddenly  stopped 
her  whirling,  and  at  the  same  monient  tiie  lamps  wcre  ex- 
tinguished,  and  nothing  illuminated  the  room  but  the  stars  of 
heaven  and  the  glowing  coals  under  tlic  kettles.  The  weird 
mnsic  eeased  gradually,  but  a  f resh  stroiig  odor  forced  its  way 
througU  the  curtain  iiito  the  room. 

Then  Medea  threw  herseif  upon  her  knees,  stretched  out  her 
arms  toward  heaven,  and  by  a  öudden  motion,  that  none  but 
her  could  have  executed,  threw  her  hcad  back  so  far  that  her 
whole  faoe  was  tumed  toward  the  firniament>  and  the  glance  of 
her  ejes,  peering  straight  upward,  touched  the  very  st^  tiiem- 
selves.  In  tliis  frightful  pofiition  fihe  began  to  sing  to  the 
zenith  of  the  biue  yault  of  heaven  above  her  head  imprecation 
after  imprecation  in  a  clear,  pae-sionate  voice.  Her  bosom  was 
distendcd,  her  himch  of  curls  im  lonircr  stood  upric:ht,  bnt  feil 
over  towarü  the  laflics.  The  lattcr  tiiouglit  c  vcry  moment  tliat 
tbis  woruan,  who  was  utteriiig  lior  prayers  toward  the  firma» 
ment,  mußt  become  overpowered  by  the  rush  of  blood  to  hej 
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hrad  and  wonld  fall  "bankward  on  tlio  floor,  biit  slie  snng  and 
snu'^,  aiid  licr  white  teetli  glittt'ivd  in  the  liglit  of  tlie  ptarü 
tliat  sliot  their  ravs  perpendicularly  tiowu  upoii  hör,  and  ajiiid 
this  fiood  of  (h'iiioiiiacal  names  and  magicjü  words  thore  rang 
forth  i'rom  bchiud  the  curtaiu  a  huart-rendhig  and  lamentable 
mixture  of  sounds^  of  gurgling,  sighing^  and  complaining;  the 
one  as  though  it  issuea  from  me  breast  of  a  man  in  agony^  the 
other  like  the  gcntle,  half-choked  sobs  of  a  chüd  in  pain.  And 
now  the  latter  became  londer,  and  ihere  bnrst  forth»  in  the 
Egyptian  tongue: 

"Water!  one  taste  of  water 

Thorenpon  the  woman  arose  from  her  terrible  position  and 

exclaimed : 

**  The  lament  of  the  plundered  and  destitute,  from  wliom  wiis 
taken  their  all  to  bestow  upon  those  who  had  an  abuiidance; 
the  cry  of  thu  destitute,  whom  fate  has  plundered  iu  order  to 
shower  upon  you  dfts  enongh  for  hundr^s.'' 

With  tnese  words,  which  were  spoken  with  mach  pathos  in 
the  Greek  tongne,  fihe  tnmcd  toward  the  curtain,  and  again 
exclaimed,  with  great  solemnity,  in  the  Egyptian  language: 

**  Give  ye  to  him  that  thirsts  wherewithal  to  drink;  those 
whom  fortune  has  blessed  will  grant  him  out  of  their  abundanco 
a  drop.  Give  ye  the  white  potion  to  the  lamentins^  cliild- 
demoii  in  order  that  ho  ma}^  be  comfortod  and  disappoar.  T^et 
the  mii>it  soiind  iorth.  let  the  complaints  of  the  lamenting 
spirits  be  drowned  with  soimd. " 

Thereupon  she  turned  toward  Heliodora's  kettle  and  said, 
serionsly«  as  if  she  were  obeying  a  higlier  command: 

**  Seyen  pieces  of  ^old  to  complete  the  work;**  andwhüe  the 
yoiing  woman  open(;d  her  purse  and  handed  her  the  coins»  and 
the  sorceress  lighted  the  lamps  and  cast  the  moncy  into  the 
boiling  liquid,  she  continued  to  sing,  without  üiterruption: 

*'  Pnre,  glistening  gold;  snnlight  buriod  in  the  bosom  of  the 
mountains.  Holy  seveu — öchaschef,  scliasi  h(  f!  Holy  sevenl 
ünite  in  holy  wedlock!    Melt  and  flow  togeihor!" 

Thereupon  she  poured  out  of  the  kettle  into  a  flat  ye^^sol  a 
Smoking  liquid  ao  black  as  ink,  called  Huliudora  to  her  sidc, 
and  declared  to  her  what  her  eye  beheld  upon  the  mirror-Iike 
sorfaoe. 

It  was  a  revelation  of  good  fortune;  it  gave  the  most  heart* 
inspinng  answers  to  the  widow*s  qnestions.  And  what  the  sor- 
ceress ßaid  could  only  increase  her  confidence  in  the  wo:"aan*8 
magical  arts;  for  she  described  Orion  as  accurately  as  if  she 
saw  him  in  the  black  mirror  1h '',>(•(»  hör.  on  a  journey  in  Com- 
pany with  an  elderlj  gentleuiau.    But  thon  &he  saw  in  th« 
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shining  surface  alrcndy  his  retum  home  and  Heliodora  li  aTiing 
on  the  bosom  of  her  beloved;  and  now — what  apieturel  not 
the  Bishop  of  MemphiR:  no,  a  stranger  in  a  large,  magnificent 
cathedra!  M  as  la\  ing  their  iianda  in  each  otlier  before  the  altar 

and  blessiiii(  their  union. 

Cathariiie,  whoni  the  seng  of  Medea  and  ^vliat  had  foUowed 
it  had  üllcd  witli  apprehcnsiou  and  horror,  followod  every 
Word  of  the  enchantress  with  anidons  attention.  What  she 
Said;  tiie  way  in  which  fiihe  described  Orion  was  more  wonder- 
fnl  ihan  anything  äie  had  ever  conceiyed  of.  And  the  catlio- 
dral  in  whieh  the  lovlng  pair  was  to  be  married  was  the  church 
of  St.  Sophia  in  Oonstantinople,  about  which  ahe  had  heard  so 
mnch. 

Herheart  almost  hurst;  but  thoughshe  listened  soattentive- 
ly  to  the  words  of  Medea,  she  nevertheless  constantly  detected 
with  her  sharp  ears  those  ^nd  gnrghng  sounds  of  lamentatiou 
behind  the  curtain,  and  it  madu  her  apprehcnsive,  and  her 
heart  almost  stopped  hoating.  A  deep,  torlui'ing  feeling  of 
misfortnne  took  possession  of  her.  She,  above  all  otliers,  had 
not  robbed,  it  was  ccrtain,  tliat  wliimpering  child's  ghost,  some 
portion  of  vhose  happiness  it  was  said  had  fallen  to  her  lot ;  for 
who  coiüd  be  more  miserable  than  she?  It  was  odIj  that 
beautif  nl,  langnishing  young  woman  there  whom  Fate  had  so 
extravagantly  hlessed  with  gif ts  sufiicient  for  coimtless  others. 
Oh,  if  she  •  could  only  tear  f rom  her  one  af ter  the  other  of 
them  ,  from  the  laige  raby,  which  she  wore  to-day>  to  the  Ioto 
of  Orion  I 

Palo  and  excitcd  ehe  obeyed  the  command  of  the  sorceress 
after  nhe  too  had  sacrificed  seven  pieccs  of  gold.  Itwould  liavo 
beeji  far  preferable  to  her  to  have  purcha^ed  a  murderous 
curse  from  the  woman,  and  with  it  to  have  withered  her  happy 
companion. 

The  raven-black  liquid  commeuccd  to  flow  into  the  shallow 
vessel,  aiid  a  pungent-smelling  vapor  aroi^e  from  it:  the  sor- 
cercss  blew  it  aside,  howcver,  and  as  soou  as  the  black  liquid 
had  cooled  a  little,  and  the  mirror-like  sm&ce  appeared  Ins- 
trons and  nntamiGiied,  Medea  inqoired  of  the  jomig  girl  what 
she  would  like  to  leam  first.  Bnt  Catharine's  answer  was  cut 
Short:  a  terrific  thundering  and  rattling  shook  tlie  house  Bud- 
denly,  and  with  a  ehrill,  loud  cry  the  sorceress  Ict  the  yessel 
fall,  and  its  eontents  Bphittered  ahout,  and  warm,  loathsome 
drops  feil  lipon  the  clothes  and  the  o  '-inK  of  the  youiig  girl.  A 
friglitful,  ßüdden  terror  caused  a  shuddcr  to  pass  throiigh  her 
wliole  body;  and  Heiiodora,  who  was  scarcely  able  to  control 
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hersclf,  had  to  support  her,  for  she  staggcred  and  thieatened  ta 

The  enchantress  had  disappeared;  hut  soon  a  half-grown 
boj,  a  young  man,  and  a  long,  lank,  scantüy  dothed  EgypUan 

girl  riished  through  the  room. 

Hasteniiig  hither  and  thither  they  cast  all  tlio  Utensils  thafc 
woro  Standing  a round  into  an  opcning  in  the  floor,  from  which 
thoy  liad  drawn  havk  a  trap-door,  ])(  »urcd  water  uponthe  coals, 
put  out  tho  lanips,  and  drove  the  ladies  with  coarse,  rough 
words  hito  a  corner  of  the  room.  Thon  the  men,  as  aftivo  as 
cats,  clambered  up  tu  the  open  cciling  and  were  soou  at  lib- 
erty.  And  now  tnere  rang  through  the  house  a  shrill  whistle, 
and  a  few  moments  later  the  enchantresB  rnahed  mto  the 
room,jeized  the  trembling  ladies  by  the  Shoulders,  and  ex- 
claimed: 

**ror  Christes  sake,  have  mercyl  My  lifo  is  in  danger. 
Enchantment  is  punished  by  death.  I  Iiiitc  done  my  best  for 
von.  You  oame — do  you  liear  hat  you  ma&t  say? — you  came 
hither  out  of  mercy  to  attcnd  tho  siok.'* 

With  this  sho  shovcd  thciii  boÜi  behind  tho  curtain,  Avhence 
were  still  heard  sonnds  of  complaint,  into  a  gloomy,  low- 
pitched  room,  und  tho  tall  Linu  girl  followed  them  precipi- 
tately.  There  upon  two  miserable  beds  lay  an  old  man  mth 
dark  spots  npon  nis  breast  and  face,  and  a  five-year-old  child, 
whoae  crimson  dieeks  glowed  with  a  f everish  heat 

Heliodorathought  she  musfc  necessarily  suffocate  in  the  pesti- 
ferous,  sultry  heat  of  this  loom;  and  Cathanne  clung  to  her 
trembling;  but  the  sorceress  pulled  thcm  apart  and  cxclaimed: 
Eaoh  ono  to  a  bedl  You  to  the  duid,  you  to  the  old 
man!^' 

Involmitarily  they  both  obeyed  the  woman,  who  was  gaspinff 
fromanxiet  v.  Tliolittlohumming-bird,  who  had  never  vethad 
occaision  to  troublo  hurself  about  a  sick  pcrson,  was  overcome 
by  a  f eeling  of  disgust^  and  tomed  her  eyes  avay  from  the  snffoiv 
ing  man;  the  yomig  widow,  who  had  watched  many,  many 
nights  by  the  hed  of  a  beloved  person,  and  kind*hearte<?  as  she 
was,  had  of  ten  with  her  own  hands  Icnt  aid  to  her  sufl'ering 
slaves,  glanced  sympathetic^^  into  the  pretty,  buruuig  face  of 
the  child,  and  wiped  the  Perspiration  from  its  Streaming  brow 
with  a  cloth. 

Catharine  shudderod  at  thi!5  ?icrht:  but  lier  attention  had 
already  been  atiraeted  by  .-«»nirtliiiiLr  ncw;  for  from  the  other 
side  o*  tlie  liouse  tlie  clash  uf  urms  resouudcd,  Uiu  door  was 
forced  open,  and  Dr.  PhiH])pus  entered.  He  commanded  the 
detachment  of  the  city  guiurds  that  had  acoompanied  him  U 
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wait  for  Mm  ou  tlio  outsido.  He  liad  come  by  order  of  the 
aldermen^  who  had  been  informed  that  oertain  persous  wbo 
had  been  seized  with  tiie  plague  were  at  the  houae  of  Medea 
vith  the  Oiirls/'  and  that  she  nevertheleBB  contmued  to  reoeiTe 

yisitors. 

It  had  lang  ago  been  dedded  to  put  an  end  to  her  ti  atlej 
and  to-daynotioe  had  been  received  that  she  expeeted  that 
evcning  d istin crnij^hcd  risitors.  Tho  ofüccrs  were  to  take  her 
in  the  act;  llie  cloctor  was  to  determine  whether  the  honso  ^vas 
0110  of  the  iiiiV'cied  ones,  and  in  any  event  the  sonnte  desired 
to  have  the  hoi  »  t  re^^s  thiown  into  prison  and  to  know  that  she 
was  at  theh-  diöposal,  although  Phüippus  had  no  knuwledge  of 
such  an  inteutiou. 

Least  of  all  had  he  ezpected  to  find  ench  ^uests  in  this  place. 
He  glanced  at  them  inth  a  disapproving  shale  of  the  head,  and 
abruptly  ( ut  ^ort  the  aaseveration  of  the  sorcercss  that  these 
noble  ladies  had  come  out  of  Christian  mercy  to  bring  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  unfortunate  sufferers,  with  a  gruff :  "  That  re- 
mains  to  be  secn!*'  and  without  a  moment's  dolay  condncted 
tlie  invohmtary  nurses  into  tho  ojicii  air.  Tbcre  he  repre- 
sented  to  them  into  what  frightful  dani^er  tlu  ir  frivolity  had 
led  them,  and  ordered  them  peroni2)torily  to  go  home  imme- 
(liately,  and  in  spito  of  the  late  hour  of  the  ni^ht  to  have  a 
balh  prepared  and  to  change  their  clothea.  With  trembling 
knees  they  reached  the  carriage;  and  before  it  haderen  atarteä 
Heliodora  broke  out  into  bitter  teara,  while  Catharme  threw 
herseif  ill-naturedly  back  upon  the  cusMona,  and,  with  a  glanoe 
at  her  heart-broken  companion,  thought: 

The  beginn ing  of  that  huge  good  fortune  wliich  waa  fore- 
told  her?    ^Tis  well,  if  it  will  only  continue  thns!'* 

And  it  seemed  m  thou^h  friendlydemon^^  had  licardthe  wish 
of  the  little  huniming-bu'd;  for  as  the  carriagu  was  aboiit  to 
pass  the  httle  guard-house  and  enter  the  first  court  of  the  gov- 
ernor's  mansioii,  it  was  stopped  by  stränge  soldiers  with  browu, 
war-likü  coimtenances,  and  they  were  forced  to  wait  here  some 
minntes  nni^l  an  Arabian  offioer  appeared  and  demanded  who 
they  were  and  what  they  deaiied. 

Trembling,  they  answered;  and  now  it  waa  disclosed  to  them 
that  the  govemor^a  manaion  had  just  been  seized  in  the  name 
of  the  Arabian  GoTemment. 

Orion  was  accfuped  of  a  grave  crime:  and  his  <rnrst^had  been 
compelled  to  leave  the  hon>^e.  Catharine,  whoni  ihu  inter- 
priittr  know,  was  permitted  tu  accompany  llL'iiodora  to  the 
senator^ö  wife,  to  drivo  home  in  the  carriage,  aiul,  if  she  so 
deairüd  it,  to  tako  Heliodora  home  with  her;  for  there  would 
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be  warlike  movements  in.  the  govemor's  palace  during  the  next 

few  days. 

Aud  now  the  two  took  couusel  together.  The  humming- 
bird  insisted  upon  Heliodora's  accompanylng  her  immediaterj^ 
to  her  mother  8  house;  for&beconsideTed  thattheywere  infect- 
ed  with  the  plague,  and  how  could  Ueliodora  manage  to  take  a 
bäth  in  a  houso  that  was  beset  with  soldiers?  The  young  widow 
conld  not  and  onght  not  to  remain  at  Martina's  house  in  such 
a  condition.  The  ßcnator's  wife  also  must  corae  to  thoir  house 
to-inorrow.  Her  mother,  she  declared,  would  be  greatly 
charmed  to  liavo  such  distüiguishcd  guests. 

The  youii<;  ^\  Iilow  conscutcd  wilhout  an  effort  at  Opposition, 
and  after  Marli ua  liad  agreed  to  accept  the  invitation  of  her 
"  guardian  angcl,"  thejrdrove  to  the  house  of  tho  widow  Susan- 
naL  She  haa  long  amce  retired^  and  was  fliinlj  oonvineed 
that  her  little  daughter  wais  in  her  pretty  diamber  alumbering 
and  dreaniüig. 

Oatharine  would  not  allow  her  to  be  disturbed,  and  the  bath- 
room  lay  bo  far  from  Susannah *s  room  that  she  continued  to 
aleep  qiuetly  whüe  her  chüd  aud  her  new  gneet  made  nse  a£  it. 


OHAFTER  XXXVX 

MOMENIOUS  EVENTS  TAKE  PLACE  IN  THB  OOTEKNO&^S  HAK- 

8I0N. 

It  was  a  terrible  night  in  the  govemor'ß  mansion.  Mme. 
Martina  askcd  lierself  what  sins  me  had  committed,  that  she 
of  all  others  should  have  been  eelected  to  be  a  witneas  of  such 
misfortunes. 

And  what  was  to  bccoiue  of  all  her  matrimonial  sciiemes. 

A  change  of  quarters  was  certainly*  hard  to  bear  during 
such  heat;  but  she  would  havo  wiiliugly  niuved  a  dozen  times 
from  one  set  of  apartments  to  anotlier,  and  would  ha\'e  aliuwed 
herseif  to  be  thrown  hither  and  thiÜier  like  a  ball,  if  by  that 
means  it  would  hare  sayed  her  dear  great  Sesostris^^from 
such  terrible  danger. 

Of  course  that  crazy,  mad  adventure  with  the  nuns  was  tiie 
cause  of  it  all!   And  theae  Arabs! 

Tliey  lay  hands  uj^on  exactiy  what  pleases  them,  and  arc  in 
a  Position,  beyond  a  doubt,  to  plunder  and  reduce  to  poverty 
the  son  ol'  the  great  Mukaukas.  A  pretty  state  of  affairs!  If 
the  worst  should  (ouio  to  the  worst,  Ueliodora  would  have 
enough  for  bolk^  and  ähe,  herself^  aud  her  husbaud^  need  noi 
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omit  &iem  in  üieir  will;  but  it  might^  in  this  case^  be  a  quea- 
tioQ  of  life  and  death. 

A  cold  shudder  ran  over  her  at  this  thought,  and  her  appre- 
hension  was  not  without  foundation;  the  black  Arab^  who  had 

come  to  her  for  the  purposo  of  Consulting  with  her,  aiid  finally 
of  pormitting  her  to  remaiii  iintil  morniiig  in  tlie  governor's 
maiision,  had  in  faot  infornied  her  to  that  clTet^t  through  the 
iiitorpreter.  An  unheard  of,  terrilic,  indcst  ril)al)K'  catastrophe! 
Aud  she  there  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  compeliod  to  live  through 
it! 

And  her  hnsband,  her  poor  Jnstinus!  How  deeply  it  woold 
aU  affect  him!  Her  eyes  oecame  a  foimtain  of  tears>  and  be- 
fore  she  feil  adeep  she  prayed  qnite  fervently  that  her  blessed 
Saint  and  the  lioly  mother  of  God  would  bring  it  all  to  a  happy 
iBBue.  With  the  thoaght:  What  a  misfortone!"  she  closed 
her  eycs,  and  she  awoke  early  in  the  morning  with  the  eamo 
thoiiGfht.  lIowcYcr,  sh*'  had  not  yct  learned  whafc  a  terrible 
thing  had  happened  dui  iug  the  night. 

A  troop  01  Arabian  ^oldiers  had,  at  the  approacb  of  night, 
crossed  the  "Kilo,  Bome  on  foot,  some  niounted,  and  others  in 
boatö,  and  liad,  undcr  the  leadership  of  Wokil  Obada,  sux- 
rounded  the  goTemor^s  manBion. 

After  it  baa  been  definitelv  asoertained  that  Orion  was  reallj 
absent  npon  a  jonme^  Nilus,  the  secretaiy  of  the  treasmy, 
was  taken  prisoner.  Therenpon  it  bceamo  the  duty  of  the 
Arab  to  inform  the  widow  of  nie  Mukaukas  of  what  had  taken 
place,  and  to  iiistruct  licr  to  leave  the  housc  promptly  on  tho 
foilowing  moriiiiig.  T]iis  was  rcndorcd  Tiocessary  by  the  fact 
that  he  proposcd  to  proceed  in  an  exceptioiial  mauner  with  the 
honorabie  8cat  ot  the  oldest  family  in  the  land. 

Lady  Ncphoriiä  was  ötill  avvakc,  and  was  seated  in  the  fount- 
ain-chamber,  when  the  Interpreter,  as  the  precui'sor  of  Obada, 
was  annonnced.  He  f  onnd  her  in  qnite  a  state  of  exdtement, 
for  although  ehe  was  no  longer  capable  of  thinking  in  a  con^ 
secutive  and  logical  manner,  and,  whcn  her  mind  was  cidled 
into  action,  ideas  shot  through  her  bi  ain  like  flashes  of  light- 
ning,  she  had  nevertbeless  noticed  to-day  that  something  un- 
usual  was  going  on  in  the  governor's  mansion;  but  both  the 
chief-steward  Sebek  and  her  maids  had  evasively  aiisvrored  her 
questions,  and  hiul  only  replicd  that  the  repreociiiatiN  C  of  Anir 
had  come  to  talk  with  the  young  master.  It  secrned  to  bo 
ßome  thing  important,  pcrhaps  so  nie  i'ulse  aceusation. 

The  Interpreter  reported  that  Orion  had  been  accused  of 
haThig  been  the  instigator  of  an  undertaking  that  had  cost 
the  liyes  of  twelre  Arabian  warriors^  and  an  Attack  by  aQ 
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Egyptian  upon  even  oiie  Mussulman,  as  slic  well  kuew,  wai 
punished  b)"  death  aiid  the  confiscatiou  of  property.  Au4 
iurtlicr,  hur  son  had  bcen  accused  of  theft. 

At  the  end  of  his  statement^  to  which  Kephoris  had  listened 
mth  staring  cyes,  terrified^  and  finally  as  though  she  had  been 
annihilated,  the  interpreter  requested  an  audiencc  f  or  WekiL 

"  Kot  quitc  yet;  a  few  moments  later/'  was  the  widow's  an- 
8wer^  uttered  witli  the  greatest  difficulty;  for  she  must  first 
strengthcn  hcri^olf  by  thecnjoyrnoiit  of  her  arcanum.  As  soon 
as  she  had  done  bo  she  expressed  herseif  as  ready  to  receive 
Obada. 

The  black  enomy  of  lior  soii  desired  to  a])pear  to  her  as  a 
mild  lind  inagiiaiiiiuüiid  luau,  and  disclosod  to  her,  with  flat- 
tering  hurnUity  and  frequeut  displays  of  his  white  teeth,  that 
she  must  leaye  in  the  course  of  the  next  dajthe  house  in  which 
die  had  spent  the  longest  and  happiest  term  of  her  life. 

In  reply  to  his  statement  that  her  own  property  should  re- 
main  untouched>  and  that  she  was  at  liberty  to  remain  in 
Memphis^  or  to  repair  to  her  home  in  Alezandiia«  eihe  calmly 
Said: 

We  shall  see  about  that.'* 
Then  she  inquired  whether  her  son  was  in  the  power  of  tiie 
Arabians. 

**  Not  exactly/'  rejoined  Wckil;  "  but  wo  know  where  he 
is,  and  by  to-morrow  or  the  next  day  we  shall  have  the  culpable 
yonng  man/' 

At  the  last  woxds  the  widow  observed  a  Tidous  glance  of  joy 
in  his  eyes,  which  up  to  that  time  had  in  vain  atteniptod  to 
look  sympathetic^  and  with  a  slight  motion  of  her  head,  she 

Continued: 

"  It  i^J,  thercforc,  a  qiiostion  of  life  or  death  for  him?'' 

"  Be  composed,  noble  madame,^^  he  repüed.  "  Oniy  aques- 
(ion  of  deatli/' 

Then  shtj  cast  her  cyes  np  towanl  heavcn,  aud  kept  them 
^us  fixed  for  some  time,  and  then  again  asked; 

**  And  who  has  accused  him  of  theft?" 

"  The  head  of  his  own  Churdi— " 
Benjamin^''  she  murmured  to  herseif  softlj,  and  her 
mouth  assunied  a  stränge  smile.  She  had  yesterday  drawn  her 
will  in  favor  of  the  patriarch  and  the  Churdi.  "  If  Benjamin 
had  read  it/'  she  thoudit  to  herseif,  *Mie  woiild  perhaps 
chancre  his  feelings  towar«!  me  and  my  l'amily,  and  wouid  have 
urgent  prayen?  ott'erod  IV)  r  ils/' 

As  she  Said  nothing  nKjre,  Wekil  lookerl  at  her  iuqiü>^itively, 
and  in  some  embarra^ii^ment^  imtilatlength  bhe  arose  and  madd 
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\  sign  to  him  in  tlic  niost  (liimified  manner,  and  with  the  re- 
mark  that  matters  of  buäiness  had  been  arraiigetl,  and  that  she 
had  nothing  further  to  say. 

Wiih  this  the  interview  came  to  an  end,  and  when  the  fonnt- 
flin-room  lay  behind  Wekil^  he  nnirmured  to  himself : 

Thie  woman!  She  is  either  posgeased  with  devils  andis 
looBe  in  the  upper  story,  or  she  is  an  cxtraordinary  heroine."' 

Nephoris  was  eonducted  to  her  cliamber,  and  after  she  had 
retired,  she  ordered  her  maid  to  fetrli  lur  a  little  writine-case 
out  of  her  trunk,  and  place  it  upon  the  little  phyfiio-tsS»le  at 
the  \\Qüd  of  li»'r  bed. 

Ad  soon  US  .siio  was  aloue  biie  took  i'rom  the  case  two  lettera 
that  the  Mukaukas  had  written  to  her  while  they  were  en- 
gaged,  aud  a  poein  lUat  Orion  katl  once  addressed  to  her,  and 
attempted  to  read  them,  but  her  eye»  became  so  dazed  that  ehe 
Lad  to  laj  the  sheets  aside.  She  then  took  np  the  little  pack- 
te that  contained  locks  of  hair^  wbich  eihe  Lad  cnt  from  the 
iSeless  heads  of  her  deceaBed  sons  and  husband.  l%e  gazed 
witli  ineffable  tendeniess  at  these  precious  Souvenirs,  and  soon 
the  opium  began  to  take  effect.  The  faces  of  the  dead  loved 
ones  presented  themsclTCs  boforo  her  mind's  eye  with  tan^blo 
distitictiu'ss,  and  sbo  coraraiiiuHl  with  them  as  though  tliey  were 
Standing  besido  her  bed  in  the  füll  glow  of  life.  Wilh  the  locks 
in  her  band  she  turnod  her  eyes  upward  and  attempted  to 
realize  all  that  had  happcaed  to-day  and  what  iiow  awaited  her 
in  the  future.  It  meant  that  she  mnst  leave  this  room,  this 
capadous  conch,  this  honse^  all  with  which  her  most  predous 
recollections  of  those  whom  she  loved  were  connected.  They 
wanted  to  compel  her — but  was  it  proper  for  her  to  submit  to 
ih»  commands  of  tliis  negro,  this  foreigner,  in  a  place  where  she 
was  mistress?  With  a  smile  of  contempt  she  shook  her  head, 
and  opencd  a  little  g\a?s  bottlc  wliich  was  still  half  füll  of 
little  spberulc^s.  She  then  placed  several  upon  her  toiigue, 
and  again  turucd  her  eyes  upward.  And  »soon  a  7iew  face 
arose  beforo  her  mind's  eye,  and  slic  buw  llim  from  whom  even 
death  could  not  separate  her,  and  her  deceased  sons  at  Iiis 
feet.  Then  there  appeared  bef ore  her,  hke  a  diver  from  be- 
neath  the  waves  of  the  stream»  the  form  of  Orion^  emerging 
from  the  olouds^  and  he  swung  himself  npon  the  bank  of  the 
Island  upon  which  her  husband  and  otlier  sons  were  standing. 
Iiis  father  opened  his  arms  and  drew  him  to  Iiis  bosom,  and 
she  herseif — or  was  it  only  her  likeness — approached  the  others, 
and  botli  liastened  toward  her  with  looks  of  tenderness,  and  a^ 
last  her  hu.sl)and,  too,  and  she  reposetl  upon  his  breast;  and 

though  &ho  had  i^or  hours  aud  long  bcfore  the  surpriöo  by  tho 
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Arabs  feit  half  stupclied  and,  so  to  speak,  befoggod,  .she  now 
feit  a  Bweet  drowsliiess  tliat  rcnderc d  Ikt  limbs  powerleae.  and 
to  which  ßbe  feit  sbe  mu^t  murrender  her  wliole  being.  But 
when  sbe  was  on  the  poiiit  of  closing  her  eyes,  again  there  ghot 
through  her  mind  all  that  lay  before  her,  and  by  the  exeroiöO 
of  her  whole  iidll-power  she  aronsed  hmelf  and  took  the  water 
that  always  stood  dose  at  hand  npon  her  little  table,  and  tiie 
rest  of  the  opinm  pills  that  the  httle  phial  oontained^  mixed 
them  together,  and  prrparcd  to  drink  the  potion  to  its  dre^ 

Her  hand  was  perfectly  steady,  and  one  might  easily  have 
mforrod  from  the  contcntcd  smile  that  played  around  her 
mouth  and  the  loTidng  cxprcssion  ol'  her  eres  that  she  was 
thirsty  and  was  pn  iaring  for  horself  an  agreeabie  drink.  She 
looked  very  little  like  one  who  in  despair  was  about  to  lay  Tio- 
lent  hauds  u]>on  herseif  ,  and  she  experieneed  neither  apprehen- 
ßion  nor  fear  of  death,  nur  the  bürden  of  guilt  that  ehe  was  tak- 
ing  u])on  herself^  bnt  only  a  sveet  lassitnde  and  comforting 
hope  of  an  existenoe  without  end,  imited  with  thoae  whom  ehe 
loyed. 

But  scarcely  had.  ehe  taken  the  deadly  draught,  wlieii  a  cold 
fihudder  shook  her  whole  frame.  Bhe  raised  iierself  half  up 
and  called  her  maid,  who  was  watching  in  the  next  room,  and 
when  she  looked  in  her  glassy  eyes  with  an  anzions  expression^ 
Nephoris  stammored  ont  to  her: 
A  priest,  quick — i  am  dying!*' 

The  maid  rushed  out  and  told  the  chief  Steward  Sebek  who 
was  Standing  in  front  of  the  iuMinum  conversiug  with  Wekil 
what  had  happened,  and  the  negro  permitted  hun  to  comply 
with  his  mistress^s  request,  and  oonducted  him  to  the  gate  in 
person.  Hight  in  front  of  the  gate  the  chief  steward  met  a 
priest,  who  had  jnst  administered  the  last  blessing  of  the 
chnrch  to  one  whom  the  plague  had  hurried  into  eternity,  and 
a  f ew  momentB  later  they  were  Standing  by  the  bed  of  the 
widow. 

At  her  side  lay  the  locks  of  her  sons*  hair,  her  hands  were 
folded  arouud  a  crocifix,  but  her  eyes,  whicli  had  been  long 
fixed  upoii  the  Saviour's  face,  were  once  moredirected  upward. 
She  called  the  priest  by  name,  but  she  mistook  him  l'or  her 
ßon,  and  spoke  to  him  in  terms  oi  iiiaternal  tenderness: 

**  Orion,  poor,  poor  chüdl  And  you,  Maria,  my little  heart, 
my  precious  little  treasure!  Your  rather — yes,  prooious  bo}  — 
yonr  father;  come  horo;  he  ian*t  angryany  longer  and  has  for- 
given  you.  All  whom  I  have  loved  are  again  assembled  to- 
gether,  and  there  is  no  one  who  can  separate  us  again.  Do 
yon  knQw^  dear  husband?  Listen^  George — 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  BlilDK  OF  THE  NILE. 


38i 


The  priest  then  commenccd  tlie  duties  of  bis  office^  biit  she, 
Without  observiiig  liim,  contmued  to  ßtarc  iipward,  and  in  do- 

ing  so  her  smiling  lips  continued  constantly  to  move;  but  they 
W('ro  no  lonpfor  ablo  to  articulate  dofinite  sounds.  At  lengtli 
they  eame  to  rcst,  tho  ]>u|)i]?:  of  her  evcs  disappeared  beiiealli 
the  her  haiids  relea.sed  tlieir  gfras])  u])on  the  crucitix,  lier 
limbs  trembled  blightly,  gradually  to  asöUino  their  füll  leiiirth. 


breath.  But  ifc  did  not  close  agam,  and  wheu  the  faithfiü 
Steward  dosed  her  lips^  her  conntenance  had  already  become 
motionlesa^  and  her  heart  had  ceased  to  beat 

The  fiillifid  man  Bobbed  aloud,  and  when  he  carried  the  sad 
newB  to  Wekil,  he  uttered  an  oath  and  callod  to  the  subordi- 
nate  officer  at  bis  sidc^  who  was  superintending  the  loading  of 
Bomo  camols  with  the  treasures  of  tlic  f"h7i7i7(m,  in  n  tono  of 
Bullen  i*age:  "  T  intended  to  -Avnv  the  crazv  old  woman  all  kiiuLs 
of  inagnanimous  consideraiion,  and  nowshe  has  played  me  this 
trick^  aud  the  authoritieB  at  Mediua  will  lay  the  ulame  of  thia 
also  at  my  door,  if  not — " 

liere  he  suddenly  stopped,  and  wLile  he  again  turned  Iiis 
attention  to  the  camels  and  their  buidens,  he  Sbought:  In  a 
game  where  the  stakes  are  so  large  a  few  gold  pieces  more  or 
Ie&8 will  make  no  ^reat  diSerenoe.  A  few moieneads  miist he 
seyered  fiom  their  trunks^  aud  ^rst  of  all  that  of  the  hand- 
some  yonn^  Egyptian.  If  the  conspirators  in  Medina  only  do 
their  duty!  The  fall  of  Omar  vrill  carr}-  witli  it  tluit  of  Amr 
also,  and  then  all  this  will  be  a  matter  6i  indif^erencer' 


CHAPTER  XXXVH 

UÄIfDANE  A^S>  HASaAir  BECOME  FEI£2n)S. 

Catharine  had  dept  very  little,  and  aoooiding  to  her  eus- 
tom  had  arisen  early»  whüe  Heliodora  preferrod  to  sleep 
through  the  early  moming  hours.  These  at  such  a  hot  season 
were  of  coursc  the  niost  agreeable  part  of  the  day,  and  "  the 
little  humming-bird  "  at  any  other  time  would  havo  eiijoyed 
them  hcartily,  but  altiiough  a  large  Indian  flower  had  during 
the  last  night  bloomed  for  the  first  time,  and  the  chief  gardener 
haxl  ])oiuted  it  out  to  her  with  pride,  she  couid  feel  no  pleasure 
nor  intercst  in  it.  It  might  wither  away,  and  with  it  the 
whole  worldl 

In  her  neighbor'«  garden  tiiere  was  no  sign  of  motion  yet^ 
hnt  tall  Dr.  FhilippoB  was  approaching  along  the  street  to 


and  her  mouth 


going  to  draw  a  long 
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pay  the  ladies  next  door  a  visit.  With  nimble  steps  she  bas- 
tcned  to  tho  gate  and  accosted  the  doctor. 

She  mttfit  request  him  not  to  montion  the  fact  that  he  had 

Econ  her  yestorday,  and  lie  stopped  at  once  and  told  her,  before 
ßhe  had  foiuid  time  to  diRclose  her  wish  to  him,  that  the  widow 
of  the  Mukankas  had,  during  the  last  night,  overcome  by  fright 
and  despair,  followed  her  huöband.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  littlü  hiimmiiig-bii-d  had  been  as  attached  to  Nephoris  as 
to  a  Becond  mother,  when  the  governor's  mausion  seemed  to 
her  tbe  embodiment  of  all  tiiat  was  gieat,  bonorable  and  dis- 
tinguished,  and  when  she  bad  been  proud  and  happy  at  being 
allowed  to  go  in  and  ont  there  witbont  restraint^  at  being  loved 
there  liko  a  child  of  the  honse^  and  so  the  tears  that  filled  her 
eyes  at  hearing  this  news  were  not  foroed>  and  it  relieved  her 
to  he  able  to  lay  aside  her  joyous  and  happy  expression,  which 
she  had  been  wcarini^  as  a  mask^  since  it  iookcii  so  dark,  wild 
and  mirfcrahle  witliin  lier  t^oui. 

The  doctor  imderstootl  her  grief,  prumised  lier  wilhngly  to 
teil  no  one  what  he  had  seen.  did  not  ccusuro  her,  but  agaiii 
represented  to  her  the  great  dajiger  to  which  she  had  exposed 
berself^  and  reminded  her  urgently  to  haye  every  pieoe  of 
dothing  tbat  sbe  and  Heliodora  had  wom  yesteiday  destroyed, 
for  the  fine  little  particles  of  infections  matter  adhered  to 
everything,  and  every  piece  of  clotbing  was  especially  adapted 
to  transmitting  to  o&ers  and  to  spreading  abroad  the  pestif- 
erous  poison. 

Sho  listenod  to  liim  anxiously,  and  was  able  to  assnre  him  at 
last  tb:it  everytliiiig  she  and  the  young  widow  had  worn  had 
been  thrown  into  tlie  fire. 

The  doctor  hasteiied  on,  biit  she  paid  no  attention  to  the 
ever-increasiiig  hcat,  aud  coniiiiued  to  wander  around  among 
the  walks  in  the  garden.  Her  heart  was  beating  in  short, 
quick,  painf  lü  throbs,  an  invisible  bürden  was  oppressing  ber^ 
and  preyented  her  from  breatbin^  freely.  Ana  tben  a  series 
of  tonnenting  thoughts  arose  unbidden  before  lier  woidd  not 
be  put  down,  and  inoreased  her  feelin^  of  wretchedness. 

^Nephoris  dead,  the  governor's  mansion  in  the  hands  of  Arabs, 
Orion  robbed  of  bis  possespions  and  on  trial  for  Iiis  life. 

And  that  quiet  honse  over  tliere  behind  the  hed^e!  What 
was  in  störe  i'or  him,  iLs  silver-hairod  mas-ter,  and  his  innocent 
wife  and  daughter?  A  storm  was  hangiiig  over  their  heads 
too;  she  saw  it  approaching,  and  in  its  wake  a  iresh,  brown 
death-bringing  cloud  of  the  plague,  the  fearful  plague.  And 
sbe — she^  tbis  little  weak  ^iri,  had  ocdiiiired  ap  all  these 
calamities— she  it  wae  that  bad  opened  the  flood*gates  fron 
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vridok  destruc^on  and  rnin  now  began  to  ponr  f Orth  on  evert 
side!  8he  saw  the  flood  increase  and  rise  higher  and  higher, 
saw  it  rayenoiisly  overflow  her  own  house  and  lap  aronnä  her 

own  feet,  and  she  1 1  nne  so  terrified  at  it  that  cold  Perspira- 
tion moistened  her  hands  and  her  brow  when  she  thoaght  of  it. 
But  yet,  yet!  Tf  slio  had  really  Inul  tlic  power  to  drive  hack 
these  disasters  into  the  clouds  and  these  lloods  biick  iiito  theii 
Channels,  she  woiüd  have  forborne  to  do  so.  Tiic  last  tliin^^ 
tliat  she  desired,  that  she  longed  to  see  spring  iip  und  im  fohl 
itsclf  as  the  fruit  of  the  seed  which  she  had  soww^  tlii»  had  not 
yet  come  to  pass,  and  to  live  to  sce  that  was  worth  enduring  a 
great  deal  for^  and  even  rehnqiüshinff^  if  it  became  necessary, 
this  false,  hot  and  imattractive  worl£ 

Death  was  hanging  oyer  Orion 's  head,  but  before  it  should 
fall  upon  him  he  miist  know  who  had  shiirponed  the  execu- 
tioner's  sword.  He  might  possibly  get  off  with  his  life,  but  an 
Arab  rarely  rclcases  what  he  once  has  in  hm  posscssion,  and 
were  the  young  and  brilliant  Crcesus  roally  to  begin  life  again 
as  a  bcgf^ar  released  from  prison,  ilico,  Mieii —  But  Paula! 
and  Iloliodora!  Her  little  band  had  wrcsted  from  the  Juigle 
of  Zeus  ah'eady  one  bündle  of  lightning,  and  she  would  fintl  a 
holt  for  these  two  also! 

The  oonsciousness  of  her  terrible  jpower^  to  which  already 
sacrifice  after  sacrificehad  fallen,  intoxicated  her.  She  wished, 
wished  to  see  Orion^  wished  to  see  him  who  had  deceiyed  her, 
had  plunged  her  into  misery  and  ruin,  groveling  as  a  beggar  at 
her  feet,  and  it  was  this  that  gave  her  strength  to  attempt  even 
the  most  extreme  thiiif]^s;  this,  only  this!  And  wliat  slic  would 
then  iike  to  do;  she  herseif  did  not  yet  care  to  know:  tliat  lay 
still  in  the  lap  of  the  future,  aud  it  might  pcrhaps  turu  out 
mert'ifuUy  and  gloriously  for  her. 

AVhen  she  returiicd  into  the  house  all  her  anxiety  antl  de- 
pression  had  left  her,  fresh  impulses  had  taken  possession  of 
her  soui,  and  out  of  the  little  eayesdropper  and  tale-bearer 
there  had,  in  this  one  honr,  sprung  up  a  cunning  and  terrible 
woman,  who  was  roady  for  the  perpetration  of  any  crime. 

"  Poor  little  lambr' thought  L)r.  Philippus,  a.^  he  entered 
Bufinus's  garden;  ^Sipou  her  little  heart  too  that  miserable 
man  has  inflicted  sorrows  enonsrh." 

The  garden  of  Iiis  old  friund  was  cnipty.  Only  ])üueath  tho 
sycamore  two  people  were  sitling;  the  gigaulic  ligure  of  a 
young  man  and  a  beautiful,  tcnder,  rather  pale,  fair-haircd 
girl.  The  largo,  well-devclo^cd  man  was  holding  between  hia 
powerful  han£  a  broad  skein  of  yam,  and  the  youn^  girl  at 
JUS  ade  was  winding  it  into  a  balL   It  was  the  Masdakite  Has* 
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Bau  and  the  lovelyMandaiia,  botli  of  whom  liad  rocovered  from 
tlicir  womids,  and  the  Peröiüii  girl  had  awakuued  to  a  ncw, 
peacef ul,  and  mcntally  vigorous  life. 

Philippus  had  followed  fhis  remarkable  recovery  with  tho 
deopost  mterest  and  sympathy.  He  ascribed  it  chiefly  to  the 
great  loss  of  blood  from  her  h^,  but  also  to  the  fresh  air  and 
carefiü  attendance  slie  had  enjoyed.  It  was  now  only  neoea^ 
Bary  to  protect  her  further  from  all  disturbance  and  iiiiiisual 
mental  cxcitcment.  Slio  liad  found  a  frlend  and  an  obedient 
admirer  iii  the  Masdakito,  and  tlu'  siglit  of  theso  two  persons, 
in  the  case  of  Avhom  his  art  had  for  once  no  cause  to  be  ashamed, 
gratiücd  Phi]i])])u^  oxtromely. 

The  grecting  wlüch  he  gave  them  sounded  miLLSually  good- 
natured  and  cordial,  and  in  reply  to  PhiUppus's  How  do  you 
do?''  the  Masdakite  answered  with  a  joyous:  Like  a  fish  in 
the  waterP'  and  pointing  to  Mandana^  he  said:  And  my  fel- 
\o\v  t  ountrywoman  likewise." 

**  Is  it  all  arranged?''  inquired  Philippus^  and  slie  assonted 
with  a  vigorous  nod  of  her  head.  Thereupon  Phihppus  shook 
his  finger  at  Ihc  Persian  and  said:  Mind,  my  fricnd,  that  you 
do  not  tie  your.self  down  here  jso  that  you  can  not  get  away. 
Whü  knowB  how  sooii  Haschim  might  caÜ  you  away! 

So  saying,  hetnrned  his  back  upon  the  convaloscent  pair  and 
murmured  to  himself :  ' '  For  once  something  refreßhing  aniid 
all  tbis  misery;  she  and  little  Maria I" 

Bufinus«  before  his  de|)arture^  had  aent  back  to  their  par- 
ents  all  the  deformed  children  whom  he  had  gathered  aroond 
him,  and  conseqnently  the  doctor  fonnd  no  one  in  the  front 
hau. 

The  ladies  might  perhaps  be  in  the  dining-room  at  an  early 
breakfastl  lUit  he  was  mistaken,  for  breakfast  was  to  be 
served  later,  and  Pulcheria  was  still  busy  arranging  the  table. 

She  did  not  observe  the  doctor  enter,  so  busy  was  she  in 
arranging  tlie  grapen  and  pomcgranates,  figs,  and  a  fruit  that 
Iii  laslc  rcsembled  mulburrica,  and  wliich  grew  in  bunches  out 
of  the  trank  of  the  sycamore^  carefully  between  leaves^  that 
had  been  parched  by  the  intense  heat  of  the  last  f  ew  weeks. 
This  pretty  Btructiue  was  already  assoming  the  shape  of  a  neat 
sphere  composed  of  many  members;  but  her  thoughts  were 
not  entirely  engrossed  wim  her  work«  for  tears  were  falling 
copiously  down  ner  cheeks. 

'*  They  are  in  mcraory  of  her  fatlier/'  thonght  Phihppus,  as 
he  looked  at  her  from  the  dorn-.  Poor  childl'*  How  often 
he  ]md  heard  his  friend  call  her  by  that  namo!  And  to  hini 
she  had  beeu  a  cliild  until  to-day,  but  now  he  mujst  look  at  hex 
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Vith  diff ereilt  eyes  since  her  own  father  had  so  desired  it;  and 
in  fact  he  etood  bef ore  her  now  as  if  in  the  preeence  of  a  mir- 
ade.   What  had  become  of  litÜe  Pul? 

How  was  it  that  he  had  never  noticed  it  before  to-dav? 
Tbere  stood  before  bim  a  magnificentlv  developed  woman  witb 
roimd,  snow-white  arms,  and  he  could  have  swom  just  now 
that  she  had  nothinp^  but  tho  slender  little  arms  of  a  ohild, 
which  shc  had  so  often  thrown  aroimd  his  neek,  wliile  ridiiig 
iip  and  down  the  garden  in  his  arxns^  calling  him  her  splen- 
did ra^'er.'* 

llow  long  ago  was  it? 

Ten  yearsi 

Shd  is  now  seventeen  years  old! 

And  how  tender^  slight  and  fair  her  hands  had  become,  on 
account  of  which  her  motli  Iiadao  often  scolded  her  when 
she  built  sand-hooses  and  would  come  and  take  her  seat  at  the 

table  immediately  afterward. 

As  she  was  laying  sorao  grapcs  in  graceful  symmetry  around 
the  pomcgrauates,  he  suddenly  saw  llio  justice  of  the  compH- 
ment  his  old  f riend  had  paid  her  cleverness  yesterday.  '^Ilio 
curtains  were  drawn,  but  in  spite  of  this  a  few  rays  of  eunlight 
f üund  their  way  into  the  room,  und  feil  upon  her  bright,  golden 
locks.  Such  beautifnlly  colored  hair  had  not  even  been 
possessed  bythoae  fair  blonde  daughters  of  Bceotia,  whom, 
while  a  stndent  at  Athens,  he  had  Yisited  and  admired  in  their 
native  country.  He  had  always  known  that  she  had  a  pretty 
face,  but  when  slie  raised  her  eyes  and  obaerved  that  he  was 
there,  and  her  glance  met  Iiis  with  such  maidenly  modesty, 
such  charming  snrprisc.  tlif  ii  he  feit  tliat  lie  was  blushinir,  and 
he  had  first  to  collect  inmself  in  Order  to  reply  to  her  saluta- 
tion  with  soi i u  r  1 1  ing  Letter  than  a  mere  counter-greeting.  And 
with  what  n  \m  iglity  sentence  did  the  remark  begin  which  ho 
had  been  niuking  up  dming  this  pause! 

Yes,  here  I  am/'  were  the  exact  words  he  said,  and  they 
traly  did  not  deserre  the  coidial  answer  they  receired:  Thank 
God  that  you  have  come!''  and  the  explanation,  that  was  add- 
edwith  such  charming  embarrassment:    For  mother's  sake!" 

He  bluslied,  the  man  who  for  long  years  had  known  nothing 
of  youthful  embarrassment,  for  the  second  time,  and  inquired 
after  Johanna's  health  and  how  she  bore  hersorrow,  andänally 
he  said  in  a  tone  of  seriousness: 

"  What  terrible  news  I  brought  you  yesterday,  and  now 
again  to-day  I  flutter  into  your  house  like  a  bird  of  ill-omen.'* 
You?''  she  Äaid,  with  a  ümile  of  iucredulity,  and  in  ihis 
little  Word  there  lay  such  a  sincere  donbt  of  hia  capabüity  of 
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boiiriiif^  ill  ncws  that  hö  was  forced  to  ackiiowledgc  to  liimself 
lliai  Iiis  frieiid  "had  left  him  in  this  eliild^  in  tliis  youiig  wom- 
an,  the  most  preciouö  legacy  tli.it  uiie  d\  iii^^  man  coidd  bestow 
upon  another  a  true,  trusting,  iiinoccnL  duugliter — uo,  a  littlo 
sister  so  pure,  so  attractive  and  lovable,  such  as  only  the  child 
of  sadi  parents  oonld  be.  And  while  he  narrated  to  her  what 
had  taken  place  m  the  goyemor's  mansion,  and  obsenred  how 
it  went  to  ner  heart,  tlie  sad  news  of  the  death  of  the  woman 
whose  lelations  to  her  had  been  only  of  the  most  distant  char- 
acter,  and  tliis  on  account  of  Paula  and  little  Maria,  he  deter- 
minod  to  apqnaint  Pidcheria's  mother  at  once  with  the  wiah  of 
her  deci'MsixI  liusband. 

But  all  Ulis  did  not  drive  int^  tlu'  .sluidf  Iiis  old  fcelini^s  for 
Paula:  no,  they  tori  II  red  him  to-day  as  isevuroly  und  Avith  as 
paiuful  a  sting  as  ever;  buL  lio  ielt  withal  that  she  had  proved 
a  cuiae  to  hiin,  that  he  oiüy  injured  himself  by  such  feelings, 
aad  that  he  was  onlj  insulting  hunaelf,  emoe  theynrere  not 
redprocated.  He  knew  that  he  conld  neyer  find  peace  so  long 
as  he  was  near  the  lady  of  Damascus,  that  if  ne  was  con- 
demsied  to  hve  close  to  her  he  would  suffer  unceasing  tortures. 
He  could  only  again  become  a  contented,  happy  man  far  from 
her,  and  nnder  tlio  same  roof  as  Johanna  and  her  daughter, 
but  he  did  not  dure  to  give  ex]»rossi()ii  to  this  thought  yet. 

Pulcheria  noLiced  that  lie  was  keepiiiir  back  something  from 
her,  and  began  to  fear  that  he  had  1(  ariicd  of  something  nevr 
that  was  threatening  them,  buL  lie  was  able  to  drive  oft  this 
apprehension  bj  assnriug  her  that,  ou  the  coutrary,  he  had 
Bomethmg  in  ms  mmd  that  to  him  at  least  seemed  a  cause  for 
ioy;  but  ner  tronbled  and  apprehensive  heart  could  scarcely 
belieTe  that,  and  he  begged  her  not  to  lose  all  hojjes  of  better 
days,  and  asked  her  if  äe  had  a  trulj  firm  and  fnendly  oonfi* 
dence  in  him. 

Therenpon  she  exclaimcd  in  a  tone  of  joy  Üuit  he  onght  to 
feel  that,  and  while  Jolianna  and  the  otliers  entercd  the  rooni 
and  she  bowed  to  her  mother,  wliom  she  had  ah-eady  kissinl 
Cfood-morning,  she  extended  her  band  to  him  and  seized  his 
und  shuok  it  heartily. 

Those  were  refresliing  moments  to  him,  but  the  sight  of 
Paula  and  the  thought  of  what  he  had  to  teil  her  led  him  back 
into  the  old,  depressed  and  unf ortunate  frame  of  mind. 

Little  Maria^  whose  cheeks  had  agaiii  become  rosy,  and  who 
had  once  more  commenced  to  look  well,  threw  herseif  sobhing 
upon  Paula's  neck  when  she  heard  the  sad  news  he  had 
brong^ht;  Paida  was  more  qniet  and  eomposed  tlian  he  had  ex- 
poctoL    True^  she  had  at  ürst  tumcd  ashy  pale,  but  she  soon 
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controUed  herseif  and  quitjtly  listened,  and  finally  resumed  her 

gtately  carriage. 

Philippus  was  forced  in  looking  at  lier  to  put  his  heart  in 
dui'auco,  aud  as  soon  as  it  was  consistcut  vviih  propriety  he 
vithdrew. 

It  aeemed  that  it  was  necessary  that  it  shoiüd  be  impressed 
upon  him  oncemore^  plainly  and  painfully,  what  he  was  losing 
in  her,  for  ahe  passed  Dofore  him  as  though  she  werc  borne 
a  lofty  oonsciousTiess  and  a  dreamy  glimmer,  hut  to  her  noble 
face  an  cnchanting  attractiou,  that  caused  him  as  much  pain 
as  it  did  a  ''eoUng  nf  i  a])ture. 

Orion  a  prisoiicr  robbed  of  his  possessions! 

Thiä  tliought  had  torrifiod  lieronly  for  a  brief  iuterval;  then 
it  secmed  to  her  as  if  it  was  uil  as  it  should  be,  and  tliat  what 
at  first  glaucc  had  appcared  to  be  a  frightf ul  misfortune  had 
been  bronght  upon  her  m  order  to  release  his  love  from  its  re- 
straints^  to  expose  it  in  its  f  nUness  and  pnrity^  and  to  give  it  by 
the  help  of  Qod  the  proper  consecratlon. 

Slie  had  no  fears  for  Iiis  life,  for  Im  had  told  her  and  had 
written  to  her  Avith  what  patemal  kindness  Amr,  the  com- 
mandcr-in-cliicf,  liad  treatcn  him,  and  all  this  fliat  had  hap- 
pencdwas  donbtlrss  onlya  liiirb-lianded  aet  of  "Wekil,  of  whose 
■wit  kcd  and  nialicious  characier  lio  liad  drawu  lier  a  repulsive 
picture,  wliile  Rufnuis  was  ■vvaniiiiü:  tlu;  abbess.  When  his 
iriend's  house  lay  behiJid  l'liiiippus  lio  began  to  breathe  moru 
frcely.  How  was  it  that  he  found  these  lames  so  differentfrom 
what  he  had  ezpected? 

His  old  friena  was  famOiar  with  hnman  natuie! 

From  dight  indications  the  old  man  htid  succeeded  in  draw- 
ing  a  more  correct  picture  of  Pulcheria  than  he  had  formed 
during  long  years  of  familiär  intercourse  with  her. 

The  old  man  liad  also  foresem  that  the  danpfcrs  which 
threatened  the  govcrnor's  son  woidd  faii  Paula^s  feeiings  like  a 
nlea?!ant  breeze,  and  Johanna,  ihe  tt  iuh  r,  wrak  Johanna,  bore 
(luroically  tho  loss  of  him  for  whom  shu  Jiad  lived  m  niaiiy 
years  in  LrutJ  dcvuLion.  Ile  coiild  nuL  hclp  compariiig  her  with 
the  unfortunate  Nephoris^  and  w  hat  was  it  that  enabled  the 
former  to  bear  her  loss  so  much  more  nobly  than  the  latter? 

Meiely  the  tender  heart  of  her  Pnlcheria,  who  bore  with  her 
her  sorrow  so  beautifully  and  quietly,  who  shaicd  it  so  willing- 
ly  and  scnsibly.  Such  a  one  the  widow  of  the  Mukaukas  had 
not  IukI,  and  hap])y  he  who  can  call  such  a  lieart  his  own! 

With  hl  ad  bowcd  down,  he  strod(5  through  the  gardcn,  this 
time  lookijiLT  neither  to  the  ri^^ht  nor  Icft. 

The  Masdakite,  who  was  still  Bitling  with  Maudana  uuder 

0-^  Iwlf. ' 
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the  sycainore-tree,  and  was  as  liltle  disturhcd  as  slie  by  the 
ever-increasing  lieat  of  tlie  ßun,  followed  him  witk  Iiis  ejes, 
poinfced  at  him,  and  d^hed: 

There  he  goesl  'tu  the  first  time  that  he  eyer  spoke  a  crosB 
Word  to  eiiher  you  or  me;  or  perhaps  you  didn't  imderstand 
him?'' 

Oh,  yes  I  did,''  8he  said,  miMly,  and  kept  her  eyes  npom 

her  embroidery. 

They  spoke  the  Persian  lungnage  together,  for  sbe  ha<l  imi 
forgotten  this  language,  as  her  mother  h;ul  spokeii  it  with  her 
tili  the  day  of  her  death.  Sometimes  lilu  ls  tlio  most  wouder- 
ful  romance,  and  one  might  call  it  almost  a  iniraculous  play  of 
fate  liiuL  iiad  brought  these  two  together  iu  the  suiuc  sick- 
chamber,  for  hi8  fsat-oH  fatherland  was  her  fatherland  too,  and 
he  eyen  had  known  her  nnde,  the  brother  of  her  f  ather,  and 
the  sad  historyof  the  latter.  When  the  Gieek  ariny  took 
possession  of  the  rogioii  of  country  where  he  lived,  the  men 
had  fled  with  their  hei-ds  into  the  forests,  their  wives  and  chü- 
dren  into  the  fortification,  wliieli  eommanded  the  highway. 
This  fortification  had  resisted  the  Byzantine  soldiers  only  a 
Short  whilo,  mthI  the  women,  Mandana  and  her  niotlier  being 
among  the  immber,  were  bestowed  upon  the  soldiers  as  valua- 
blc  booty  of  war.  Her  father  had  tiien  gathered  arotmd  him 
all  arined  band  of  men  for  the  purpose  oi  setting  the  women 
at  liberty^  but  togcthcr  with  all  his  companions  had  lost  his 
life.  The  people  of  the  neighborhood  stiU  spoke  of  the  sad 
end  of  the  brave  man,  and  now  the  plantation  and  the  beanti- 
f ul  meadows  belonged  to  his  yonnger  brother.  And  so  from 
the  beginn ing  the  convalescent  patients  had  a  great  deal  to 
talk  to  each  other  about,  and  it  was  remarkable  how  accnr- 
ately  Maudana  remembered  many  ezperiences  of  her  early 
childhood. 

Her  head  hnrl  hem  laid  npon  tlic  pillows  of  her  sick  couch 
wiili  herbraiii  eumpielely  clouded,  but  as  a  storm  ofteu  purifies 
the  sutfocathig  atmosphere  of  an  oppressive  siimmer's  day,  so 
this  new  illness  had  drawn  the  Teil  fi'om  her  bef ogged  miud. 
Her  thoughts  lingeredwith  {^easure  about  the  tmie  of  her 
childhood,  when  sne  still  had  a  mother,  and  in  the  present,  bat 
the  period  that  lay  between  had  to  her  the  appearance  of  the 
sky  upon  a  dark  night,  black,  but  illuminatä  by  one  fearful 
comet  and  luminous  star.  This  comet  was  Orion.  All  that 
she  had  cnjoyed  with  him  and  sntTered  through  liim  she  re- 
ferred  to  the  period  of  lier  iiisauity,  t^he  had  aceustonied  her- 
seif to  count  it  amuiig  11  le  mad  vagarieü  with  which  she  had 
been  attacked.  Her  heart  was  not  made  to  hate^  and  she  would 
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and  could  not  be  inimicably  disposed  toward  the  son  of  the 

gOYemor.  She  always  thought  of  him  as  one  who  liiid  in- 
icted  lipon  lior  an  atrocious  craelty  without  any  malicioiis  in- 
tent,  and  about  whoni  slie  coiild  not  even  daie  to  think  with- 
out exposing  berself  to  great  danger. 

"That  means,  then,"  said  tlic  Masdakite,  resuming  the 
conversation,  "  tliat  even  to  you  it  is  not  altogether  a  matter 
of  indifference  when  Haschim  shall  snmmon  me  to  him?*' 
No,  Hassan,  it  would  indeed  cause  me  mneh  sorrow.'* 

"  Oh!*^  Said  he,  as  he  passed  bis  band  üvcr  Iiis  large  head, 
upon  wiiieli  the  coarse  hair,  ilial  had  been  shaved  off,  was  com- 
mencing  to  giw  again.     "Yes,  then,  Mandana»  Übim — 
wanted  to  teil  yon  yesterday,  bat  I  couldn^t  jzet  it  oat;  bot  teil 
me,  why  are  you  sorry  that  I  mnBt  go  awayr ' 

Beatuse — yes^  how  can  one  always  teil  ezactly  the  reason 
— becaufie  yoa  have  always  been  kind  to  me,  andbecause  you 
arc  my  countryman  and  I  oan  taik  Persian  with  you  as  I  lised 
to  do  with  my  mother.'' 

So  for  no  other  reason?''  he  inqnired^  anzionsly»  and 
rubbed  bis  forchoad  ncrvously. 

**  No,  no  I  Ik  cause  also — when  you  are  once  gone^  then  you 
will  not  be  here  any  longer.*' 

*'Yes.  that's  exactly  it,  tbat's  it!  A.nd  if  you  are  sorry 
that  1  am  going,  then  it  mubt  havo  been  pleaäant  to  you  here 
— ^to  have  me  near  you.  '* 

"  Well,  why  not?  Of  course  it  was  mce,*'  sho  roplied,  biush- 
in^,  and  attempting  to  aroid  bis  slance. 

^*  That's  it  also^  and  that  is  still  the  reasonP'  he  exdaimed, 
dapping  bis  brawny  hands^  ^*  and  just  for  this  reason  I  mvab 
speak,  for  this  reason  we  need  neyer  separate  agam  if  we  are 
sensibie/' 

Bat  your  master  will  need  you!"  she  exclaimed,  with  in- 
creasiug  embarrassment,  and  it  will  not  do  for  us  always  to 
be  a  bürden  upon  tbese  good  pcoplc.  I  am  not  allowed  to 
spin,  but  I  must  begin  soon  to  look  around  for  work,  since  I 
am  free  and  have  the  document  ^\'hich  gives  me  my  liberty, 
and  a  strong^  ablc-bodied  mau  iiko  you  cau  not  always  be 
uursed. " 

"Nnrsed!"  Said  he,  laughing  heartily.    "Work  shall  be 

done,  work  and  for  three!" 

*'  With  tlie  caniels,  CTcr  upon  a  journey?'* 
**  Thcre  shall  be  an  end  of  that,'*  he  rejoined,  smiling. 


pieoe  d  me^dow-landj  for  my  eider  brotberbas  cur  plantf^on» 


**  We  shall  retum  to  our  home. 
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and  whether  I  understand  raismg  and  training  camels,  ask 
Haschim. 

"But,  Hassan,  reflert!" 

"  l^etloct!  Awaywith  reflecticn.  Willinsr  and  havinf]:,  that 
IS  tlie  questiun!  And  if  you  mean  that  one  miist  liavo  money 
to  buy,  and  the  best  [»lans  hitch  sometimes,  then  I  cau  teil 
you —  Do  you  know  iiow  to  read?  No,  neither  do  I;  but 
there  in  niy  pocket  I  have  my  final  account  witli  my  master  in 
his  own  handwriting.  Eleven  thonsand^  three  hundred  and 
Bixty  drachmas  weie  due  me  at  the  end  of  the  last  trip  f or 
wages,  you  imderstandj  and  for  profits,  in  which  my  master 
lias  given  me  a  share,  since  I  have  been  leading  the  caravan. 
Eleven  thousand,  three  hundred  and  sixty  drachmas!  He  iias 
kept  it  nearly  all,  for  we  had  attendance,  a  little  elotli  for  our 
bodies  we  always  got  from  the  goods,  and  a  spendtlirift  1  liave 
never  been!  Eh,  little  dove,  thus  Stands  the  account,  and 
what  have  you  got  to  say  uow?  Can't  we  buy  something  for 
that  8um?  Ycri  or  no?^' 
He  looked  at  her  triumphantly,  but  she  answered,  eagerly: 
"  YeSj  indeedy  and  in  our  countiy,  I  belieYe,  something  very 
nice.'* 

"  And  we — you  and  I — ^we — an  entirely  uew  mode  of  life 
must  begln.  I  was  seventeen  ycars  old  when  I  joined  my 
master,  and  at  the  eolstice  I  shall  be  twenty-six  years  ol<i. 
How  many  ycars  have  T  been  travehng?" 

Both  thonglit  a  lonir  tinie,  tlien  Mandana  said,  hefiltatingly: 

**  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  makes  eight. 

"  Kine,  I  believe  it  is/'  he  rejoined,  cjuickly.  Let  us 
sec;  let  me  have  your  band!  See,  I  begin  witli  seventeen.  I 
was  that  okl  whcn  I  entcrcd  the  Service.  The  little  finger  first 
— such  a  sweet  little  thing! — and  now  the  neztl'' 

With  this  he  seized  her  right  band  and  connted  on  her  fin* 
gers  untfl  he  had  reached  the  hust  finger  of  her  left  hand. 

The  result  astoniahed  him,  and,  äaking  his  head,  he  ex- 
claimed: 

**  There  are  certainly  ten  fingers  on  both  hands,  but  it  can 
not  be  ten  years,  it  is  at  most  ninel" 

And  so  he  bogan  to  count  again,  finding  it  such  an  agreeable 

Sastime,  but  obiainod  the  sani«'  ivsuli  as  before:  slio,  liowcvcr, 
cclared  that  it  was  ouly  mm\  Itecaih^e  she  had  just  calLiilatod 
it  again,  and  he  agreed  \s\\\\  hur  and  said  her  üngcrü  must  be 
bewitched.  The  game  might  have  contiuued  a  long  whüe  if 
it  had  not  suddenly  occurredto  her  that  one  ought  not  to  count 
the  seventeen,  but  commence  with  eighte«n  on  the  first  finger. 
Bassw  CQuld  not  exactly  understand  the  principle^  aQ4 
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although  lio  fiiially  yielded,  he  woiüd  not  let  her  hand  go,  and 
contiiuied  good-natui"edly : 

"  ^ow,  my  deargirl,  see  this  little  haiid — take  it  away  if  you 
will — want  to  keep  it  and  with  it  the  pretty  maiden  and  all 
that  belongs  to  her.  And  I  shall  take  you  and  these  two 
liaiids  together  with  the  bewitched  fingers  home  with  me. 
There  they  may  weave  and  knit  industaioufily,  and  as  hus- 
band  and  wife  we  shall  never  separate,  and  we  shall  lead  a  life 
— a  life — the  joys  of  paradise  will,  in  comparison  to  it,  be  like 
a  Feries  of  blows  with  a  billet  of  olive-wood  upon  the" top  of 
one's  liead;  I  have  a  glimmeriiig  of  it!" 

He  then  tried  to  take  her  band  again,  but  she  witlidrew  it, 
and  in  a  tone  of  embarrasöment,  and  w  ilh  downcast  eyes,  eaid: 
No^  Haasan;  I  was  afraid  of  this  yesteiday^  but  neyer» 
never  can  fhis  be.  I  am  8o  grateful,  so  yery  grateful;  but  no, 
no,  it  can  not  be,  and  so  it  must  remain.  I  can  not  be  your 
wife." 

"  Ciu\  not?"  Said  he,  gloomily,  and  the  veins  in  bis  nanow 
forehead  began  to  swell.  "  Yen  wcre  making  a  fool,  then>  o£ 
me  just  now?   And  tbat  talk  about  gratitiide — " 

Deeply  moved  he  arose,  but  she  took  liini  by  the  arm,  drew 
him  back  upon  the  bench,  and  even  dared  to  look  at  Ii  im  with 
II  beseechingly  tendcr  look  in  her  eyes,  which  could  never  look 
angry  a  long  time,  and  said: 

How  exdted  you  have  become  agamt  Of  course  it  wül  be 
painfiü  to  me  to  separate  from  you;  and  can't  you  teil  from 
mylooks  that  I  amfondofyou?  But  it  can  not  bei  I^'I — 
ah,  if  I  could  only  retum  to  my  country  with  you,  with  you  of 
all  othersi  And  your  wife!  What  a  noble,  grand  thought 
tliat  is,  and  how  gladly  wonld  I  not  cxort  these  hands  for  US 
both,  for  tlioy  are  indiistrious  and  clever,  but — 

"But?'^  said  he,  inquisitively,  and  stretched  forward  bis 
large,  flushed  face,  with  an  expression  as  though  he  proposed 
to  crush  her. 

But  for  your  own  sake  I  can  not,  I  dare  not;  no,  it  can 
not  possibly  be;  for  I  will  not  reward  all  your  kindness  to  me 
In  such  an  miworthy  way.  Have  you  entirely  f orgotten  what 
I  was,  what  I  am?  And  you?  You  will  soon  go  home,  a  free 
man  with  a  hondsome  fortune,  and  can  deinand  respect  and 
honor  from  every  one;  but  it  woiüd  bc  quite  different,  totally 
dilüerent,  if  you  drag  with  you  a  wife  hke  me,  a— eyen  if  only 
a  former  slave !" 

"That  then  is  tlio  reason?"  said  he,  interrupting her,  and. 
Iiis  eycs  again  IjtH-anie  bright.  "  That  is  what  is  (iistressing 
you,  you  poor  child?    But  do  you  not  know  who  I  am;  did  J[ 
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:10t  explaiii  to  von  rccciitly  wliat  u  Masdakite  is?  We  Maala^ 
Idtes  kiiow  aud  beiieve  tliat  originally  all  men  were  equal;  ihat 
it  would  be  better  for  this  foolish  world  if  there  were  neitiier 
masters  nor  servants;  bat  tliiugs  are  as  they  ara  Our  paro 
beavenbr  Master  will  perhaps  suffer  it  to  be  so  still  a  fittle 
while;  but  atterward— it  may  be  quite  soon—it  will  be  totally 
different>  and  our  datj  is  to  basten  the  day  of  equality.  With 
it  paradise  will  come  upon  this  earth,  and  thcn  for  human  be- 
ings  there  will  be  no  afiovc  nor  bclow,  but  all  will  go  band  ia 
band,  will  uphold  oiie  anotiier  and  associate  one  with  aiiotlier, 
Then  war  and  mii^try  will  eease;  thon  all  that  is  good  aud 
beautiful  upon  carth  will  bclonsr  to  all  in  common,  and  overy 
one  will  aä  willingly  give  aid  and  help  to  liiiä  neighbor  as  ho 
now  injm*es  and  oppresses  bim.  We  aball  not  make  marriages 
like  otner  peopie,  bnt  wben  a  man  loves  a  woman^  he  will  say 
to  her:  ^  Will  you  be  mine?'  And  if  her  heart  prompte  her  to 
assenty  she  will  foUow  him  to  bis  house^  but  the  one  may  leare 
Ihe  other  wben  love  no  longer  exists;  bat  never  have  man  and 
wife  stuck  closer  together  than  my  grandparents  and  parents, 
and  so,  just  so  will  wo  continnc  to  tho  end;  for  our  love  will 
bind  US  hrmly  together  with  conls  tliat  will  last  longer  than 
life.  Now  you  Imow  the  doctrines  of  our  Piaster  Masdak, 
whioh  my  fathers  and  grandfather  foUowod,  and  whicli  my 
motlier  preached  to  me  when  I  was  still  a  ehiid.  Our  whole 
TÜlage  believes  m  it,  and  thm  are  no  slaves  there,  no^  the 
land  that  belongs  to  the  villa^  is  caltivated  by  aU  in  Com- 
munity of  inter^,  and  they  divido  the  harrest  among  one  an- 
other.  Bat,  of  course,  they  do  not  admit  strangers,  and  I 
mast  Beek  my  fortune  clscwliere.  But  I  ahaU  nevertlu'loss 
continnc  to  be  a  Masdakite,*  and  if  T  clioose  a  former  slave  for 
my  wife,  I  am  simply  following  out  tlie  tcachings  of  my  mas- 
ter  and  advancing  theni.  13ut  you — ])r()perly  none  of  this  has 
any  apphcation  to  you,  for  you  are  tlie  child  of  a  brave  and 
free  man,  who  was  resjxjcted  by  all  lii^  couniiyiuen,  and  to 
them  you  are  no  slave,  but  a  prisoner  of  war!  They  will  honor 
me  as  your  Hberator.  Bat  had  I  foond  you  as  you  now  are, 
the  last  slare  of  a  swine-herd,  I  wonld  have  nlnnged  my  band 
in  my  bag  and  wonld  haye  ransomed  you  ana  wonld  haye  car* 

*  Eutydiiiu,  Biaihop  of  Alexandria,  bom  a.  d.,  876,  thus  chancter- 

fees  the  communistical  dortrine  of  Mnsdak: 

"  God  lias  bostowc'd  upoii  xnou  ■\vli;it  bolon'j:'^  to  tluMii.  in  onlcr  that 
thüu  iuayet>t  divide  it  equally  umoug  Uieiii,  aiid  ihul  no  luoru  aiay  fall 
to  the  lot  of  one  tban  to  that  of  another.  But  if  odc  has  morc  of  wealth, 
wivcs,  slaves,  and  niovable  property  thnn  is  expedicnt,  then  wo  will 
take  it  from.  iiim,  in  order  that  we  may  make  him  amlaU  others  e^viaL" 
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riod  3'oii  home  with  me  as  mj  wife,  and  none  of  my  people 
wiio  saw  you  would  have  thouglit  tlie  lese  of  mc.  Now  you 
kuow  it,  and  I  hope  that's  an  end  ol  your  objections  and 
affectation." 

But  Mandaua  would  not  yet  yield,  but  lucked  at  him  witli 
an  expression  that  eeemed  to  beseech  him  to  have  pity  upon 
her,  and  pointed  to  her  mutflated  ear& 

Then  he  ahrugged  his  Shoulders  and  laughed: 
That  too,  of  oourse!  You  will  not  grant  me  one  thing. 
Well,  if  it  had  bccn  your  eye»,  then  you  could  not  have  seen, 
and  a  blind  wife  is  of  no  use  to  a  farmer,  and  I  would  have  left 
you  where  you  are.  But  teil  me,  little  dore,  aurt  von  lioar 
as  sharply  as  a  bird?  And  tlic  birds — sucli  j)rL*Uy  littlo  cnat- 
ures! — have  you  evcr  seen  one  with  eiirs,  except  tlie  ugiy  bats 
and  owls?  It  is  ali  nonsense.  And  bcsides,  who  can  cvcr  see 
what  you  lack,  since  Miss  Pulcheria  ha^  combed  your  iiair  so 
prettily  toward  the  front.  And  even  at  home!  Have  you 
lorgot  the  head-dreas  of  onr  womenP  If  one  had  ears  like  a 
hare^  one  need  only  close  the  head-dress^  and  they  could  not 
be  8een.  As  jou  are,  you  beautif ul  lily,  do  you  not  look  ten 
times  as  pretty  as  the  most  beautif  ul  there,  eveu  if  they  had 
two,  three,  or  even  four  ears.  A  girl  with  three  ears!  Just 
think,  Mandana,  where  could  von  put  the  third?'* 

How  heartily  he  laughed  and  liow  delighted  he  was  to  have 
found  this  joke,  and  to  have  made  sudi  &hort  work  of  what 
might  have  been  very  painful  t^  her. 

i)Ut  Iiis  büLstcrous  liilarity  lailed  oi'  its  elicct,  and  awakened 
only  a  silent  smüe  upon  her  Ups^  and  even  this  quickly  disap- 
peared,  and  in  its  place,  while  her  head  sunk  upon  her  bosom, 
there  appeared  an  expreasion  so  füll  of  caie  and  grief  that  he 
could  neither  continue  with  his  joke  nor  could  he  speak  to  her 
again  harshly,  but  said  to  her  in  a  sympathetic  tone  and  with 
a  mild  shake  of  his  head : 

You  must  not  look  at  me  in  that  way,  my  dove.  I  can 
not  stajid  it  What  is  it  that  is  still  weighing  upon  your  poor 
little  heart?  Couras^e,  courage,  my  preeious,  and  s]Kak  with- 
out  restraint!  But  wait  a  minute.  Tour  liand  on  your  niouth! 
I  can  spare  you  tlie  trouble.  'Tis — my  poor,  darliiig  ckildl — ■ 
is  it  the  old  affair  with  the  sou  of  the  Mukankas?'' 

She  nodded  assent  to  him,  with  tears  in  her  eyes;  he,  hov« 
ever,  nttered  a  sorrowful  sigh  and  sdd:  I  thought  so,  my 
poor  little  heart!" 

He  then  grasped  her  band,  and  continued,  with  true-hearted 
confidence : 

That  has  caused  me,  too,  manj  unhappy  hours,  and  caused 
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nie  mighty  struggles  wilhiu  Leic,  aud  it  went  almost  so  far  aa 
to  make  me  leave  you  here  alone  and  thus  deprive  us  both  of 
joy  and  happiness.  But  I  came  to  my  senses  at  the  right 
time.  Not  oecause  Madame  Johanna — and  vhat  she  says  must 
be  true — ^told  me  day  bef ore  yesterday,  that  this  afPair  vith — 
well^  you  know — ^that  it  was  all  past  now;  iio,  this  time  reason 
eame  from  my  own  mind;  for  I  tliought  to  myself:  such  an 
aiigelic,  beantifiil,  motherless,  iiiiprotected  little  slave,  ■\vhnm 
the  younfj  son  ol"  her  own  iiiu.stL'r  Iicltl  fast,  how  eoukl  slie  })ro 
tect  herseJt  ?  And  how  barbarously  and  cruelly  her  poor,  dear 
heart  was  ijunished.  Ah,  my  little  girl,  ray  ohWn,  cry  on! 
Tears  are  rising  in  my  eyes  also!  It  could  not  be  otherwise, 
it  came  upon  you  in  Üm  fashion  overwhelmingly.  You  and  I 
and  the  Great  King  and  all  the  heavenly  hostsj  who  can  help  it 
now?  But  see,  I,  poor  fool^  I  understand  how  it  happened, 
and  do  not  complam  and  bave  nothing  to  pardon  you  for.  It 
was  a  great  "inisfortune.  But,  God  hd  praised,  it  came  to  an 
end  in  good  time,  and  I  can  forget  it  now  and  forever  if  you 
onlv  t  u  me:  *  It  is  now  all  past  and  gone  foiever,  and  lies  in 
its  grave  hko  soniflliiiiir  dead.*  " 

At  these  words  she  drew  his  band,  bef  ore  he  could  i^reveut 
her,  with  impetuous  teiidiTnes-s  to  Ik  r  lips  and  began  tu  sub: 

**  There  it»  no  other  pcrson  on  carlh  so  kind,  so  heavenly  aa 
you  are,  Hassan,  and  my  mother  will  bless  you  for  itl  Do 
with  me  what  you  will!  In  order  that  you  may  know  it  füll 
well,  I  wül  declare  that  it  is  all  past,  gone  forever,  and  if  my 
mind  ever  again  tums  to  it,  it  will  only  be  with  horror  ana 
revulsion.  It  was  truly  exactly  as  you  said.  My  mother  was 
dead,  and  there  was  no  one  to  warn  or  protect  me!  I  was 
Fcarcoly  sixtcon  yoars  old,  a  simple,  incxperienccd  creatnrc, 
and  theii  lif  calied  me  to  him,  and  it  seemed  as  though  I  waa 
in  a  dreani,  and  wlien  I  awoke— " 

"  Here  we  uro,"  said  he,  interrupting  her,  and  wiping  liia 
eyes,  attempted  to  kiugh;  here  we  nave  lain  close  beside  cach 
other  with  grcat  holes  in  our  heads,  and  just  as  it  is  always 
most  oharmme  to  me  at  home,  when  the  haid  winter  frost  has 
disappeared,  Sie  snow  melted,  and  all  at  once  the  flowers  in 
the  valK  vs  hurst  foi  th  in  bloom,  so  it  will  finally  be  with  us. 
Grand  and  glohous  it  wül  now  be,  my  precious  gurll  Day  be- 
fore  yesterday,  you  see,  I  was  still  in  the  dark,  for  yonr  mis- 
fortune  let  me  havc  no  p(»app  at  all,  and  it  went  acrainst  the 
grain,  as  you  may  \m'11  imagiin'.  l^nt  thi'ii,  as  I  lay  there  in 
my  Chamber,  and  liic  nioori  shono  in  upou  mybed,  tlu*7i/'  nml 
now  he  coiiiinued  with  a  drt  anty  ex]>ression  that  hrautiiied  nie» 
/ou^ii  iucc,     then  1  hud  tu  ask  mvödi':  hasn't  the  moon  up 
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there  this  evening  again  bi  ought  Tefresihment  and  lorely  light 
lipon  tho  cartli  although  this .  morning  it  was  buried  beneath 
the  o(*o<an?  And  Diort  tho  hoart  of  a  human  bring,  thon.di  it 
had  sunk  very  low,  might  it  not  now  again  rise  up  purifuHl  and 
bright,  after  it  has  washed  itself  clean  and  taken  a  good  rest? 
And  such  a  heart!  One  would  ]>erhaps  prefer  to  have  all  its 
love  for  one's  seli  alone,  but  this  love  cau  be  beste wed  on  more 
thaa  one;  then  I  bethonght  me  of  my  mother^  how  ienderly 
she  had  loyed  me,  and  when  one  chfld  after  another  came  ähe 
heaped  her  aiTcction  upon  each  in  tum,  but  I  had  none  the 
leas  when  she  held  my  youngest  little  sister  upon  her  breast, 
nor  did  she,  when  my  mother  petted  and  kiased  me.  So  it 
must  be!  And  she,  tliought  I,  even  thongli  she  onoe  loyed 
another,  yet  therc  may  remain  a  goodly  portion  for  mel" 

"  Yes,  yes,  Hassan,  raost  assuredly!*^  she  exclaimed,  and 
looked  at  him  with  eyes  filied  with  tears  and  an  expression  of 
ineffable  gratitude.  "  AU  that  I  have  of  love  aud  tendorness 
shall  be  yours,  and  yours  alone!*' 

Therenpon  he  jovfully  exclaimed: 

"  That^s  right,  that  was  brayely  said!  One  oan  take  hold  of 
thati  I  call  this  a  fine  morning!  T  sat  down  ander  this  syca- 
more-tree  an  aimless  vagabond,  and  I  arise  a  future  freeholder, 
who  poBseases  the  haudsomoBt  little  wife  upon  the  face  of  the 

earili. " 

Tliey  sat  a  long  tnne  beneath  the  luxuriant  shade  of  the 
tree,  and  he  asked  notliing  niorc  than  the  right  to  look  at  her, 
and  to  the  old,  okl  qiiestioiis  of  a  lover  only  to  receive  an  an- 
ßwer  with  her  lips,  her  eyes,  or  a  geiitlo  molion  of  her  head. 
Her  handswere  no  longer  active^  bnt  both  would  have  ridiciüed 
vith  a  feeling  of  pily  any  who  had  Bcolded  becanse  of  the 
Bcorching,  parching  heat  of  the  forenoon.  A  pair  turtle- 
doves  above  ^eir  heads  exliibited  gi-eater  sensibmty  to  the  heat 
of  the  sun  than  they,  for  they  liad  dosed  their  eyes,  and  the 
head  of  the  female  rested  ciÜLmly  upon  Üie  dark  ring  on  the 
neck  of  the  male. 


CHAPTEE  XXXVIIL 

THE  8EIZÜBB  BY  THE  ABABS  OF  THB  OOTEBNOB^S  MAK- 
SIOK,  AND  CEETAIN  EVENTS  CONNECTED  THEREWITH. 

The  heat  of  the  day  had  as  little  effect  upon  Wekü  Obada 
as  upon  the  Persian  lovers.  Wekil  looked  upon  the  goyemor's 

mansion  as  his  own  property,  and  all  that  he  found  therein 
awakened  in  liini  the  keenest  interest,  and  nol  inerely  interest 
induoed  by  a  lust  for  wealth^  for  in  the  first  place  it  was  of  the 
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^reatest  importance  to  him  to  find  documents  that  migtit 
justify  in  Medina  his  prooedure  against  Orion  and  the  confisca- 

tion  of  his  property. 

Great  things  were  being  done  there,  and  if  tlie  conspiracy 
against  the  Caliph  Omar  tumed  out  .succe.ssl  ully,  lie  would  have 
little  to  fear,  and  might  the  more  coulideiiil y  hope  for  the  ap- 
proval  of  the  new  vicegerbiit  and  Commander,  the  greater  the 
sums  were^  whidi  he  vould  shortly  send  to  Hedina,  exceediug 
OTen  the  greatest  that  his  prodecesaor  had  erer  contributed  to 
the  national  treasare. 

He  proceeded  from  room  to  room  with  the  curiositj  and 
avidity  of  a  child^  touched  ererything,  tried  the  softness  of  all 
the  couches,  iooked  into  parchments,  not  one  word  of  whicli  he  . 
nndcrntood,  and  then  tlu-ew  iliom  nm\e,  snitfed  in  tho  room  of 
the  deceascd  hidy  of  the  house  at  aü  tlie  essences  and  medirines 
of  which  fche  had  made  use,  ground  his  teeth  with  delii^dit 
when  he  discovered  in  her  little  casket  valuablo  jewehy  and 
some  gold  coins,  put  the  handsomest  diamond  ring  he  eould 
find  npon  his  finger^  already  orerloaded  with  rings,  and  finally 
Bearched^  with  the  greatest  zeal,  the  aportments  which  Orion 
had  occupied. 

HiB  Interpreter,  who  understood  how  to  read  Greek,  had  to 
translate  to  him  daring  this  search  every  piece  of  writmg  ex- 
cept  such  as  contained  verses.  While  he  paidheed  to  the  read- 
ing  he  pnlied  and  tore  the  strings  of  the  yonng  man's  lyre  with 
his  awKward  and  nncducated  liand,  poured  somc  of  the  fine 
and  sweet-smclling  tollet  oil  hito  his  hand,  and  stroked  his 
beard  with  it,  and  did  not  cease  to  make  faces  at  himself  in 
the  haudbome  mirror  of  Orion. 

To  his  cliagrin  nolliiiiH:  snspicious  eould  be  found  among  the 
luindietls  of  objects  that  were  lying  around,  until,  just  as  he 
wafci  preparing  to  leave,  his  eye  feil  upon  some  little  tablets  that 
had  been  thrown  iuto  a  waste  basket  ihat  stood  near  the  writ- 
ing-table.  He  f  orthwith  called  the  interpreter's  attention  to 
fhem,  and,  although  there  was  TOiy  little  upon  the  doable 
tablet  that  was  legiole,  still  it  seemed  to  be  of  the  ntmost  im- 
portance to  the  negro;  for  it  read  as  follows: 

**  Orion,  üon  of  George,  to  Paula,  the  daughter  of  Thomas: 
**  You  have  already  leamed  that  it  has  proven  im^oesible  for 
me  to  share  in  the  rescue  of  the  nuns.  Do  not  misjudge  me 
on  this  acoounti  Your  noble  and  only  too  weU-f onnded  wish 
to  iiflord  asdstanoe  to  yoor  fellow  belieTeis  wonid  have 
•officed — 
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From  tliis  poiut  on  thc  characters  that  Lad  boeu  traced  in 
the  wax  had  been  carefiilly  era^cd,  and  scarcel}^  a  siiigle  one 
could  be  deciphcred,  in  facf,  ;iftor  the  lines  that  were  k'friblc 
there  foilowed  so  few  erased  \n  urds  tliat  one  was  forced  to  be- 
lieve  that  the  letter  had  neyer  been  completed,  and  such,  in- 
deed,  was  the  case, 

Althoiigh  it  gaveWekil  no  positiTelj  concluaive  evidence 
againfit  Orion,  still  it  authonzed  iziferences  of  importance,  for 
tne  daughter  of  Thomas  must  have  been  privy  to  the  advent- 
ure  that  had  cost  the  Hves  of  so  maDy  brave  Mussulmen,  and 
the  negro  had  ascertained  through  the  money-changer  in  Fostat 
that  she  was  on  very  friendly  terms  with  thc  foii  of  tho  Mu* 
kaukas,  and  had  intrustod  to  him  the  manageniont  of  her  prop 
erty.  Tlieso  twomust  bu  brou^^lit  forward  as  L'onsj)ii-ators,  and, 
beyond  a  doubt,  Orion  at  least  was  shown  to  be  an  accessor^ 
to  the  crime  by  Üic  writiug. 

Plotiuus,  Bishop  of  Memphis,  at  whoee  instance  the  pun.«ier8 
had  been  sent  out,  must  oisclose  what  the  young  womui  re- 
f used  to  telL  Immediately  after  reoeiying  notice  of  tho  action 
that  had  been  planned,  he  had  set  out  after  the  patri&,rch,  and 
had  just  returned  yesterday  moming  from  Upper  Egypt.  In 
Memphis  he  IkuI  transmitted  to  Wekil  two  comp!<tints  of  the 
ecclesiastical  prince  against  Orion.  One  Imd  refcrcnce  to  the 
flight  of  the  nuns,  the  othor  to  the  cmbezzlement  of  a  costly 
emerakl,  whirh  was  the  property  of  the  church,  and  l^oth  to- 
gether  had  cniboldened  the  negro  to  confiscate  the  property  of 
the  young  mau,  more  especially  because  the  bitter  manner  in 
which  the  chargcs  vere  pref erred  ahowed  him  that  he  had  in 
Benjamin  a  powerf ul  supporter. 

Paula  must  he  taken  into  custody,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
her  testimony  would,  in  some  manner  or  other,  be  injurious  to 
Orion.  He  woiild  liave  greatly  preferred  to  have  given  lier  a 
hearing  at  once,  but  hc  had  otlicr  matters  to  attend  to  to-day. 

The  search  of  the  treasury  rcauired  thc  fjrcatest  expenditore 
of  time.  It  was  undertaken  unnor  tho  guidanciJ  <»f  \ilns,  tiie 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  Everythiug  that  tliu  otiieial  puiuted 
out  as  bonds,  deeds,  contraets  of  purchaiie  und  Icase,  books  of 
rental  and  the  like,  together  with  large  sums  oi'  gokl  and  silver 
ooin  were  f orthwith  loaded  npon  oz-wagons  and  camels  and 
disnatched  across  the  river  imder  streng  esoorts.  The  reoords 
ana  documents  relatiug  to  formcr  times,  thc  faniily  archives 
and  everything  connectä  therewith,  the  negro  left  untouched. 
He  was  most  assuredly  an  iiidefatigable  man;  for  although 
the^5e  laborri  rcquircd  the  wholeday.  hc  allowcd  himsclf  no  time 
toi  xGiiQshmmt,  iu  iact^  he  did  not  even  have  a  lunchcon  nor 
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a  cooling  drink  brouglit  to  him.  As  the  day  advanced  lie  iii- 
quired  more  freqnentlj  af ter  the  bishop^  ever  in  a  more  im- 
patient  and  exdted  manner. 

He  would  Inn  e  willingly  goue  to  the  patriarch,  but  who  was 
Plotinus?  Like  all  upstarts,  he  r^gardel  his  failure  to  appear 
as  an  act  of  personal  disrespcct. 

Biit  the  shepherd  of  the  flock  at  Memphis  was  not  a  proud 


perior,  the  patriarch,  had  inlrusted  him  with  important  mes- 
sages  to  the  Commander  Amr,  or  his  reprudentutive,  and  yet 
he  Ict  Wckil  expect  him  in  vaiu,  uor  did  he  send  him  any  nies- 
8agc;  however,  his  old  house-keeper  dispatched  the  acolyte,* 
who  was  the  bishop's  personal  attendant,  to  Philippus.  Her 
master,  who  had  at  ouier  times  always  been  so  robust  and 
healthy,  had  yesterday,  soon  after  his  retum,  in  broad  day- 
light^  lain  down  and  had  not  arisen  again.  In  his  feyer  and 
buming  thirst  he  seemed  not  to  know  where  he  was,  nor  to 
reeognize  those  aroin d  liim.  Plotinus  had  always  aflfirmcd  that 
prayer  was  the  best  mcdieinc  for  Christians;  but  when  his  poor 
Dody  had  become  alarmingly  liot  the  housekeeper  sent  for  the 
doctor,  but  the  messenger  retiuned  with  the  news  that  Philip- 
pus had  gone  off  on  a  journey. 

And  such  was  the  fact.  A  letter  from  old  Haschim  had 
necessitated  his  leavin^  Memphia  The  meri^ant's  son,  who 
had  met  with  an  acadent,  seemed  to  grow  no  better.  It 
seemed  that  internal  organs  had  been  injurcd,  and  that  his  lifo 
was  in  danger.  The  anxious  father  besought  the  doctor,  in 
whom  he  had  acquired  the  greatest  confidence,  in  the  most 
earnest  terms  to  come  to  Dschidda  and  examine  the  patient 
and  undertake  his  eure.  In  additiou,  he  sent  word  to  Hassan, 
his  caravan-leader,  to  join  Inm  as  soon  as  the  state  of  his  liealth 
would  permit.  This  writing,  that  elosed  witli  greetings  for 
Paula,  whose  father  the  mcrehaut  had  been  jealouüly  searching 
for,  had  greatly  excited  Philippus.  How  could  he  leave  Mem- 
phis in  t£s  time  of  pestilence  and  diie  neoesaity? 
And  Johanna  and  her  daughtert 

On  the  other  band  bis  impulse  was  to  hasten  away  on  Paula's 
account,  If  he  were  only  once  lar  away  from  herl  And  how 
ffladly  would  he  do  his  best  to  rescue  the  brave  old  man 's  son! 
In  spite  of  all  this,  however,  he  would  have  remained  ,  had  not 
his  old  friend  imexpectedly  ])iaeed  hiuiself  on  Hasehinrs  sido 
and  urged  him  to  undertake  tlie  Irip.  It  was  his  duty  and  his 
wish  to  watch  over  the  iadies  in  Buünus's  house.    The  assist- 


prehite,  but  a  modest 


Attcndaut  aud  gcrvaat  of  the  priest. 
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ants  of  Philippus  coiild  take  Iiis  place  with  many  of  Üw  sick, 
and  the  otherswonld  die  in  anycvent;  he  himself  had  declared 
that  there  was  iio  ujjprovcd  reinedy  for  the  plague.  Furthcr- 
morc  he^  Fhihppus^  had  a  short  while  ago  been  of  the  opinion 
that  he  could  never  again  recover  his  peace  of  mind  so  long  as 
he  was  near  Paula.  Now  he  had  the  yeiy  best  opportnnity  to 
leaye  withoufc  attractmg  attention^  and  at^the  sa^i  time  to  do 
an  aet  of  genuine  Gharity. 

So  Phihppus  gave  in,  and  a  few  hours  later  had  commenccd 
his  joiinicy  with  a  stränge  mixt  uro  of  fecling?. 

Old  Horus  Apollo  diel  very  little  to  advance  ihe  eane  and 
comfort  of  his  own  pcrson,  butiiioiie  resped  ]\v  took  good  care 
of  himsolf.  It  was  diffionlt  for  liini  to  walk,  and  as  ho  was 
fond  of  brcathing  the  frcsli  air  at  the  hour  of  twiliglit,  and 
sometimes  later  of  yisiting  the  astronomical  observatory^  he 
always  kept  for  himself  an  ass  of  the  best  and  noblest  blood. 

To  pay  a  high  price  for  such  an  animal  seemed  to  hun  per- 
fectly  proper,  provided  only  it  was  suoli  a  one  as  he  wished, 
that  iß,  strong,  trustworthy,  meek  and  of  hght  t  olor. 

His  father  and  grandfather,  priests  of  Isis,  had  always  ridden 
white  asses,  and  consequcntly  lic  did  so  likowise. 

Düring  the  last  snltry  weeks  he  had  rarely  been  out-of-doors, 
and  to-day  ho  was  waiting  untii  the  hour  before  sunset  to  f ul- 
fill  his  promise. 

Clothed  in  snow-white  linen,  with  new  sandals  upon  his  feet, 
freshly  shaTen,  protected^  after  the  manner  of  bis  fathers, 
from  the  buming  rays  of  the  sun  by  a  long,  handsomely 
arranged  wig,  as  well  as  by  an  nmbrella,  he  mounted  bis  noble 
white  ass,  conscions  of  ürnng  done  his  best  as  far  as  the  ex- 
terior  of  his  person  was  concemed,  and  his  Ethiopian  slave  fol- 
lowed  behind  on  foot. 

It  was  not  yet  dark  when  he  stopped  before  the  door  of 
Kufinus's  house. 

His  old  heart  had  not  beat  so  rapidly  for  a  long  time.  "  Just 
as  if  I  were  going  to  ins^ioet  my  bridc/'  said  he,  jestingly,  to 
liimseLf.  Well,  it  was  a  questiou  of  concluding  a  compact  for 
life. 

''One  onght  at  least  io  lose  cnriosil^ with one's haur and 
teeth,''  he  oontinued,  reproachfully,  to  himself. 

Bat  it  was  still  there,  and  he  could  not  conceal  it  fi-om  him- 
self, that  he  was  vcry  curious  to  see  how  that  woman  looked, 
whom,  though  he  had  never  seen  her,  he  hated,  because  she 
was  the  danghter  of  a  prefeet  and  a  patrician,  and  had  made 
his  beloved  Phili])piis  imliappy. 

While  he       diömountin^,  a  delicate  young  girl  conduoted 
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an  elderly  lady  in  oosUy  but  dinple  apparel  into  thc  garden. 
That  mtist  be  the  litüe  hmnmmg-biTa  aad  Orion^s  Bjzantine 
lai^  frieud. 

How  unfartunate  that  was!   So  many  vomen  all  at  once! 

Thcir  presencc  couM  only  intorfere  with  and  disturb  him, 
who  was  uDücciistomed  to  associiitiiig  Avitli  ladics.  13iit  what 
could  he  do'r  Moreover,  the  arrivals  did  not  appear  to  he  such 
disagreeable  people.  The  little  humming-bird  was  a  wooder- 
fidly  iiice  little  moiise,  a  handred  times  too  iiice  for  tlie  crazy 
ßon  of  the  governor,  even  without  her  millions.  The  matron 
bad  a  pleasant,  attracäve  fa^e,  just  as  Philippus  had  desGribed 
her. 

But;  and  this  riiined  eveiythmg;  he  conld  not  dare  speak  of 
the  death  of  Kiifinus,  and  consequently  znust  remain  silent  as 
to  bis  plan  in  the  presenoe  of  tbese  stran^ers^  and  so  he  had 
for  no  earthly  purpose  swallowed  so  much  dust  and  endured 
so  much  heat.  To-moi  row  he  must  ignominiously  go  through 
the  same  thing  a  sfu^ond  time. 

The  first  persons  he  metwere  a  handsome  yoimg  couple,  the 
Ma.^lakite  and  Mandana.  There  was  no  question,  it  must  be 
they,  aud  so  he  approaehed  them,  inf ormed  Hassan  oi*  the  wish 
ot  bis  master^  and  offered^  in  Philippns's  name,  to  adyance 
bim  the  expenses  of  the  trip;  but  the  caravan-guide  Struck 
upon  bis  sleeve^  that  ooncealed  a  handsome  little  snm  in  gold 
pieces,  and  exclaimed,  good-naturedly: 

All  provisions  have  been  rnade^  and  for  two  travelers  to 
the  east!  Permit  me  to  present  to  von  my  betrothed;  the 
time  has  come,  my  little  dove!    We  are  going  back  home!'' 

The  üiant  said  all  this  in  a  dccp  voice  80  füll  of  joy  and  hap- 
pinet^s,  aud  the  bcautitiü  girl  looked  uj)  at  him  with  eyes  so  fiül 
of  love  and  gratitude  that  thc  old  man  bccame  quite  gleeful, 
and  he,  who  was  wont  to  see  in  evcry  cvcnt  some  augmy  of  the 
f  utiire,  looked  upon  this  meeting^  at  the  moment  when  he  was 
about  to  enter  the  house  that  was  perbaps  to  be  bis  bome^  as  a 
good  omen. 

•  And  as  his  yisit  bad  begun  auspiciously,  so  it  oontmued;  for 
Kufinus's  widow  and  daughter  received  him  with  much  cor- 
diality.  Pulcheria  immcdiately  brought  forward  her  father's 
arm-chair  for  him,  and  put  a  cushion  behind  his  back,  and  all 
was  done  in  so  quiet,  natnral  m\d  kind  a  manner  that  it 
warmed  Iiis  old  heart,  and  he  üaid  to  hiniseif  that  it  wouid  be 
too  luuch  büßs  if  one  had  such  attentions  every  day  and  every 
hour. 

The  young  girl  received  several  kind  and  jocular  recognitions 
ot  her  poUte  attentions,  and  the  lady  f  rom  Constantinople  at 
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once  entered  iiito  tho  humor  of  the  remark.  Shc^afl  seen 
him  on  his  hundöomo  a^^3,  praised  tho  ;niimal,  and  would  not 
believo  tlie  old  mau  llinl^olf  was  more  tliau  ei.irlity  years  oid. 
The  Information  that  Philippus  had  go!ie  away  oii  a  ti  ip  ex- 
cited  re^ret  on  all  sidcs;  he,  however,  was  charmed  to  t»ee  tliat 
Pulcheria  ahaddered  when  she  heaid  this  news  and  then  with- 
drew  in  embarrassment. 

What  a  loyely,  pure,  amiable,  and  withal  beaatifnl  face  this 
young  girl  had!  She  should  andmnst  become  his  little  daugh- 
ter,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  conversation  with  the  others  the 
little  jests  of  Catharino,  the  kind  interrogations  of  the  matron 
and  Johanna,  he  saw  with  his  mind's  eye  Philippus  and  this 
lovely  creature  as  man  and  wife  and  sweet  little  cliildren 
piayiiig  around  them.  He  had  come  to  console  and  to  nioiim 
with  the  afflicted,  and  he  had  spent  a  joyous  hour,  such  a  oiie 
as  he  had  not  enjoyed  for  a  long  time.  He  had  been  received 
with  the  other  visitors  in  the  viridarium,  wbich  was  now 
brightlj  illnzninated  with  several  lamps,  and  ever  and  anon  he 
would  glance  at  the  doors^  which  openä  into  this  central  por^ 
tion  of  the  honse,  and  was  considering  what  use  shoiüd  be 
made  later  of  the  various  apartments.  Suddenly  light  steps 
were  heard  beliind  liini,  the  matron  n^o^o,  the  hnmming-bird 
hastened  to  mect  tlie  purson  who  was  enteriiig,  and  imiuediate- 
ly  thereafter  there  appeared  ilie  tall  hgure  of  a  young  woman 
dressed  in  mourning.  She  greeted  the  matron  with  stately 
dignily,  ca^t  a  glance  of  heuriy  and  sympathetic  meaning  at 
Johanna  and  Pulcheria,  and  w'hen  Johanna  mentioned  the 
name  of  the  old  man>  ehe  advanced  toward  him  and  extended 
to  him  her  band,  a  band  that  was  as  white  as  marble,  coH, 
ßlcnder,  and  of  genuine  patrician  mold. 

Yes,  she  was  beautifnl,  strangely  beautiful.  IIo  conld 
scarccly  remember  ever  having  secn  such  a  beautiful  woman. 
Verily  a  blamcless  master-work  of  the  Creator,  well  calculated 
to  call  forth  thv  devotion  ol"  obedieut  admirers  like  an  unap- 
proachable  guddess;  but  she  must  renounce  all  claini  to  his 
devotion;  for  in  these  statuc-like  featuros,  the  whiteness  of 
which  was  made  more  prominent  by  lier  black  dress,  lay  nolh- 
irtg  that  attracted  him.  Out  of  those  eyes  poured  forth  no 
yiyü^ing  light,  in  that  ma^niBcently  arched  bosom  oonld  be 
beating  no  kind  and  loving  neart.  At  the  tonch  of  her  band 
a  Chili  had  passed  over  him,  and  her  presence  seemed  to  act 
with  a  subdumg  e:ffect  upon  tho  restof  ihose  who  were  present. 

And  such  was  indeed  the  fact. 

Paula  had  been  summoncd  to  greet  the  senator's  wife  and 
Qatbarine.   The  tormer,  ^be  tbought«  bad  beeu  l^d  mereiy  bj 
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curiositjr  to  call  upon  her,  and  everytliing  and  everybody  con* 
nected  with  Heliodora  had  f  rom  the  be^ning  been  repulslYe 
to  her.   She  had  lost  all  oonfidenoe  m  Gatharine;  for  a  few 

daya  before  the  acolyte,  who  was  the  personal  attendant  of  the 
Bishop  of  Memphis,  and  whose  child  Eufinus  had  cured  of  a 

diseased  foot,  had  been  to  Johanna  and  warned  her  against 
Catharine,  who  had  betrayed  to  his  master  a  few  wecks  bcforo 
a  most  iniportant  secret  thtit  had  some  connectiou  with  her 
hiisband  and  had  caiised  Plotiuus  to  repair  immediately  to 
Fostat.  It  was  in  fact  hard  to  believe  a  fi  ieud  "  guilty  of 
such  an  act,  but  ssiio,  wlio,  as  she  herseif  coniessed,  was  so  fond 
of  eavesdropping  in  the  garden  near  by,  it  must  have  been  and 
no  other,  mio  had  informed  the  bisliop  of  what  was  to  be  un- 
dertaken  in  behalf  of  the  nnns.  The  accuiate  Statements  of 
the  aoolyte  left  no  room  for  doubt  upon  this  point.  Paula's 
hearfc  was  not  prone  to  think  eTÜ  of  ner  neigh])()r,  but  undor 
such  circumstances  her  nature,  open  and  incapable  of  false- 
hood,  could  not  help  being  cold  and  distant  toward  the  little 
girl,  and  the  more  cordiaTly  Cathai'ine  approached  her  the 
more  coldly  would  Paula  repel  her. 

The  old  man  observed  all  this,  and  concluded  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  Paula  now  actcd  must  be  characteristic  of  her. 
He  saw  embodied  in  her  patrician  haughtiness^  sei  fish  coldness 
of  heart,  and  offensire  and  unboimdeä  piide  in  her  ancestorsj 
who  were  detested^  and  noble  bat  in  birth  only;  they  stood  be- 
fore Mm  in  flesh  and  blood.  As  he  hated  her  whole  race,  80, 
too,  he  hated  this  perfect  copy  of  the  original,  and  his  hatrcd. 
became  tenfold  greater  when  he  remembered  all  that  she  had 
inflicted  upon  the  son  of  his  heart,  all  that  she  miglit  yct  clo  to 
him,  should  his  favorite  scheme  })ro\ü  oi^  lier  account  ini- 
practieable;  for  he  would  rather  have  remiiiiied  alone  in  his 
last  days,  and  even  separated  fi  oni  Philippus  than  share  with 
this  woniau  table,  house,  and  lifc,  since  she  had  repelled  with 
exasperatiiig  and  icy  superiority  the  cordial  advances  of  the 
Bweet^  harmless  little  Gatharine.  Daring  the  evening  meal^ 
when  he  looked  at  her^  his  food  stack  in  his  Üiroat;  to  have 
heard  her  proud  voioe  eyen  in  the  next  room  would  have  robbed 
his  stadies  of  their  attraction,  the  touch  of  her  cold  band  in 
saying  good-night  would  have  destroyed  Iiis  sleep.  Even  now 
her  presence  €Oon  ber  anie  insulTerabletohim;  it  seemed  to  bim 
a  c  liallenge,  an  insult,  and  if  he  had  ever  had  the  dei;ii\'  to  get 
her  out  of  the  way  of  his  friend  and  hiniself,  or,  in  case  of 
necessity,  to  use  foroo  in  accomplishiüg  his  desigu,  this  desire 
had  füll  sway  ovcr  him  now. 

Xrritated  and  out  of  humor^  he  took  leave  of  the  others^  and 
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carefully  avoided  honorinfr  Paula  eveii  with  a  look,  when  phe 
advauced  toward  him,  uri  ha  arosc,  in  onler  to  exchange  a  Icw 
words  with  him^  aud  to  Show  him  how  much  she  esteemed  his 
adopted  son. 

Pulcheria  accompanied  him  into  the  garden,  and  he  promised 
her  to  conie  again  to-morrow  or  the  clay  aftor,  bat  slie  must 
take  care  that  he  should  find  her  motlier  and  herseif  alone,  for 
h(>  had  no  desire  to  have  the  pride  and  concoit  of  tliis  womaii 
from  Daniajsrns  "  thrust  nnder  his  nose    a  socond  time. 

fTc  n']K'Ued  with  impatience  Pulcheria's  attempt  to  dcfcnd 
her  iriuiid,  and  hjvstened  home  with  cnrses  upon  Iiis  old  lipo. 

In  tlie  ini'uniinie  Martina  had  api^roachod  Paula  in  !ier  con- 
fidenüal,  sociable  manuer.  She  had  oncc  mct  her  j^)arcuts  in 
Ck)n8taiitinoj)le^  and  spoko  of  them  with  tender  affection.  This 
broke  the  icy  stiffness  of  the  }  oun^  girl,  and  when  Martina 
spoke  of  Orion,  her  "  great  Sesostris,  and  of  the  univerfial  re- 
spect  which  lie  liad  enjoyed  in  Constantinoplo,  and  then  re- 
ferred  sympathetirally  and  with  mnch  feelingtohis  misfort- 
ime,  it  pleased  Paula  so  mnch  that  all  signs  of  constraint 
disappearod,  and  the  convorsation  betwoon  tho  two  new 
aoqiiaintaiK  OS  bccamo  every  mouient  more  auimatcd,  frauk. 


When  the  hour  for  sej^aration  came  both  feit  that  they  woiüd 
learn  to  become  fond  of  each  other,  and  when  Paula  was  called 
out  of  the  room,  while  they  were  taking  leave,  and  left  the 
parlor  with  the  following  words  addressed  to  Martina  alone: 

I  shall  hope  to  eee  you  again;  but  of  course  as  I  am  the 
yomiger  it  will  be  my  duty  to  call  upon  you!''  Martina  ex- 
daimed: 

**  What  a  noble  creatnr'  !  Vonly  the  worthy  daughter  of  a 
noble  father!  And  her  niother!  Oli,  Madame  Johanna! 
This  poor  earth  has  nover  boen  adonn  d  with  a  more  loyely 
being!  And  slie  was  called  away  >()on;  she  was  just  in  the 
bloom  of  her  youlh!*'  She  then  turnud  to  Cathariiie^  and, 
threatcning  her  with  lier  fiuger,  contiuued: 

How  fileely  you  have  alldeBcribed  this  yomig  girl  to  me! 
One  speaks  nsufuly  of  silver  kemels  in  golden  shells,  out  in 
her  case  both  are  of  gold.  I  know  you  alll  And  you,  both  of 
you — ^great  heavensl — I  know  perfectly  well  what  clouded  the 
clear  eyes  of  you  little  kitten«!  One  sees,  in  fact,  generally  as 
one  wishes  to  seel  I  wager  that  you  will  conti rin  iny  opinion, 
Madame  Johanna:  this  beautil'ul  l'auia  is  a  Lhoruujrhlv  noble 
personi  Ay,  a  '  noble  '  person!  Tliut  is  a  word  füll  of  pathos, 
and  Heaven  knows  how  raroly  one  can  use  it!  I  use  it  raroly, 
but  for  this  girl  1  know  no  other,  and  it  is  not  niisappliedl" 
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"  Assoredljnot!''  rejoined  Johanna,  with  perfect  confidenca 

Martina  öighed  toherself  and  thought:  *'  Puor  Heliodoral  To 
be  perfectly  fraiik,  my  *  great  Sesostris  '  and  Paula  would  be 
the  right  pair.  But,  for  Heaven's  sake,  what  can  b6  donewith 
the  poor,  love-sick,  unfortniiate  littlo  woman?'' 

Tliis  flashed  tlirough  her  brain  while  Catharine  attem|)ted  to 
juötify  lierself,  and  declared  tliat  she  had  always  recognized 
Paiila's  great  attractions,  but  .she  coukl  be  so  han<rhty,  so  fear- 
luiiy  liauglity!    Ölie  liad  juüt  given  Mme.  Mai  Lmu  iierßell  a 

slight  taste  of  iL 

Poldieiia  forthwiüi  intemipted  her  in  order  to  defend  her 
inend  with  all  her  might;  but  she  did  not  get  yery  far,  for  the 
lond  Yoices  of  men  were  heai-d  in  the  Testibule^  and  suddenly 
Perpetua,  the  niirse,  rashed  into  the  room  with  tenor  written 
in  her  face,  and  exclaimed^  without  heeding  the  presenoe  of  the 
strangers: 

Oh,  alas,  Madame  Johanna!  Another  terriblo  niisfort' 
uno!  llere  are  tliose  Arabian  devils  again,  and  with  theni  tliG 
interpretier  aiid  clerk.  And  they  have  been  öent — merciful 
Savioiu',  cauit  be? — and  tlicyhave  brought  a  Warrant  of  arrest, 
and  my  poor  child  is  to  be  carried  away  to  pnson,  throngh  th€ 
wholc  dtf,  on  foot  to  the  prison!'' 

The  faiäiful  old  vornan  concealed  her  face  in  her  hands  and 
began  to  sob  conynMrely,  and  terror  took  poseeasion  of  them 
all. 

Johanna  witlidrcwfrom  the  viridarium,  pale  and  silent,  and 

Martina  exclaimed: 

A  disgusting,  worthless  country  is  tliis!  Great  heavcns, 
they  are  even  bcginning  to  attack  uö  poor  women!  Children, 
children,  bring  niü  a  chair,  quick!  I  feel  Avretdiedly —  To 
prison!  Drag  this  glorious,  angehe  creatiirc  through  the  btrects 
to  prison  I  If  the  arrest  Warrant  is  there,  then — ^then  she  most 
ffo  to  the  dungeon;  no  angel  can  saye  her  from  that.  Bnt  te 
drag  her  through  the  streets,  tliis  noble,  wonderful  girl,  as 
thoagh  she  were  a  miserable  thief,  no,  it  is  intolerable!  What 
onc  woman  can  do  for  another  shall  certainly  not  be  left  un- 
done  as  long  as  I  am  here  and  can  stand  on  two  strong  legs ! 
Catliarine,  my  cliild,  don't  you  undcrstaiul?  Why  do  you  stand 
there  .stariiig  at  me  as  if  Iwere  a  feathered  ape?  Whydo  your 
fat  h(^rscs  eat  such  fine  oats?  Well,  haven't  you  understood 
yet?  Quick,  like  hghtning,  run  over  and  have  the  large,  close 
carriage,  the  one  they  fetched  me  in,  hitched  up  and  driyen 
into  the  garden  here.  At  last  a  ray  of  intelligence  has  strack 
you!  And  now  take  your  little  foot  in  your  hand  and  be  oft!'' 
With  these  words  she  clapped  her  hands,  as  if  she  were  driy« 
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ing  clückens  oat  of  the  garden^  and  the  little  hummiug-bird 
hä.  notbing  to  do  but  obey. 

Then  Martina  began  to  feel  for  her  jxtrte-monnaie,  and  wlion 
f?lie  found  it  she  ezdaimed^  with  a  look  of  confidence:  TImnk 
God!  Now  I  can  converse  with  tho  unbelievin*^  rasc  alsl  This 
langiiage  " — and  she  jingled  the  gold  roins  toiiother — evcry- 
body  uuderstauds!  Oome^  my  good  lady,  where  are  these  fei- 
*  lows?'' 

And  the  cosmopolitan  language  of  the  matroii  liad  tlio  dc- 
ßired  effect;  for  the  Icader  of  the  guardrf  wa«  2>6rsuaded  with 
tbe  hel|)  of  tho  Interpreter  to  permit  Paula  to  be  carYied  to 
prison  in  the  carriage^  to  promise  to  secnre  ber  kind  treat- 
ment^  and  to  allov  old  Betta,  wbo  begged  piteously  witb  tears 
in  her  eyes  for  the  priyflege^  to  accompany  tbe  piisoner  to  ber 
dungeon. 

At  this  torrific  snrpriBe  Paula  preaeiYed  ber  dignity  and 

oomposnre. 

At  luvst,  wheu  she  liad  to  take  leave  of  Pulcheria  and  Maria, 
who  chmg  to  her  with  determination,  and  declared  üiat  they 
were  going  with  her  to  prison,  she  Oduld  not  rostraiii  lier  tears. 

The  Clerk  hati  informed  her  that  üiöhop  l'lotiuus  had  lodged 
the  accusation  against  ber  of  baying  devised  the  rescue  of  the 
nuns  and  of  baving  abetted  tbeir  üight,  and  Jobanna  feit  ber 
knees  tremble  wben  Paula  wbispered  gently  into  ber  ear: 

"  Beware  of  Catharine!  She  alone  could  have  betrayed  us, 
but  even  thougb  ahe  has  informed  them  of  wbat  HufinuB  did 
for  the  sisters,  we  must  deny  it  with  decision  and  firmness. 
Havonofears!  Thcyshall  not  learn  the  least  thing  from  me." 

Thun  she  continued,  in  a  firm  and  loud  tone:  I  necd  not 
ask  you  to  love  me  still.  Tlianks  to  you  both,  warm,  iuex- 
pressible  tlianks  l'or  all  you— }oa.  Pul  ^* — and,  whilo  Maria 
clung  to  her  in-  desperutiou  and  buried  her  little  head  in  her 
dresB^  veeping  piteously,  Paula  drew  Jobanna  and  Pulcheria 
to  her — **  you.  Pul,  and  you,  Jobanna,  you  bave  made  a  poor, 
forsaken  girl  your  friend^  and  beatowed  ineffable  happineBB 
uponber  untü  falü  has  decreed  that  all  of  us —  You  know, 
alas^  you  know  füll  well — all  that  you  gave  me,  bestow  now 
upon  Maria,  my  precious  Uttle  darling!  But  one  thing  more! 
Alas,  the  intor])roter  is  growing  impatioiit  again.  Patience 
one  Short  momcnti  AVheu  the  messenger  rt  lurns,  if  he  brinsTf^ 
news  of  my  father,  or — oh,  God!  oh,  God! — my  fathcr  hiiu- 
seif,  then  send  me  word — gracious  Saviour! — bring  him  to  me! 
And  jf  I  am  no  longcr  wilh  you  whcn  he  comes,  then  teil  him 
that  it  was  tbe  deaiest  wiab  of  my  life  to  find  bim  again^  to 
aee  bim  oncemoxe.  Andtben'^ — ^tbeae  words  abe  wbifipered 
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Boftly  into  Johanna's  ear — tiien  ask  my  father  to  love  Orion 
as  he  would  Iiis  own  beloved  son.  And  teil  them  both  I  loved 
tJu  ni  to  the  eiid,  so  passionately^  so  ineüably,  and  so  deeply!'' 

Aiid  then  she  cried  aloud,  kissing  cach  one  u]K>n  tlicir  lips 
and  eyes:  **  I  love  you  and  shall  never  caise  to  do  so — you, 
Johaiiua,  you,  my  dear  Pul^  and  you,  my  little  Maria^  my 
Bweet,  preciouö  aiigel!" 

Thcruupon  the  littlo  huinniing^-bh*d  rushed  up  to  her  witli 
outstretched  arms,  but  Johanna  thrust  her  back  with  an  omin- 
OU8  motion  of  the  band,  and  the  Üiree  imited  in  one  last  em- 
brace^  jis  though  theywere  one,  and  wonld  permit  nothing 
f oreign  or  disturbing  to  approach  them. 

But,  nevertheless,  Catharme  made  one  niore  attempt  to  ap- 
proach Paula,  bat  Miurtina,  whose  eyes,  filled  with  tears^  were 
fastened  upon  tlie  parting  friends,  caught  her  by  the  Shoulder 
to  hold  her  back,  aiul  whispered  to  licr: 

**  Do  not  diötoib  them,  child!  Suc  h  hearts  atiraet  to  thcm- 
selves  that  which  they  desire.  Old  as  I  am,  1  would  only  that 
I  were  worthy  to  be  chIUhI  by  them!** 

Thereupun  tho  ijilorprelor  warned  them  with  üimnebb  ihaL 
the  time  was  up.  The  three  ladies  released  eadi  other,  but 
Maria  oontinued  to  cling  to  Paula,  even  vhile  she  of  her  own 
aceord  adyanced  toward  Martina  and  embraced  her. 

Martina  took  her  head  betweeri  her  hands^  kissed  her  tender- 
ly,  and  exclaimed,  scarcely  able  to  commaud  her  voioe: 

"  God  bless  and  protect  you,  my  child!  I  thank  Hirn  that 
he  has  perniiHcd  me  to  meet  von.  T71  the  Imperial  City  one 
can  not  remain  so  natural  and  pure  111  hoart  as  you  are,  but 
as  frieuds  of  our  friends,  there  wc  can  ötaud  tlu»  lest,  at  Icast 
myseli*  aud  my  husband,  the  Senator!  If  God  will  unly  gnuit 
me  an  opporluuity,  you  shall  know  that  I  spcak  the  truili. 
As  long  as  Justinas  and  his  wife  live,  you  need  never,  no, 
neyer,  oe  alone  in  the  world.  Remember  this,  my  child,  f  or  I 
mean  it  sincerely  and  honestly.*' 

With  these  words  she  kissed  Pftula  once  more,  and  when  she 
went  out  to  eet  into  the  carriage,  and  luid  given  the  Greek 
Eudoxia  and  Mandana,  who  were  modestly  standing  near  by, 
weepiuc:  bitterly,  a  ])artiTi2:  kis?.  aud  had  extended  her  haud  to 
tlie  deform« '<l  gurdener  and  to  the  Masdakite,  botli  ol"  wliom 
began  to  shed  tearf«,  Catharinu  gut  in  her  way,  t^eized  her  arm 
with  an  injured  and  (_'x«  ite(l  look,  and  exclainiud,  inipetuously: 
And  for  me,  for  nie  you  huve  not  even  one  word?" 

Paula  released  heraelf  from  her  grasp  and  whispered  into  her 
ear: 

"  Thanks  for  the  carriage !  You  know  that  it  is  to  carry  me 
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to  prison^  and  I  fear  that  it  is  your  treacheiy  tinat  takes  me 
thither.  If  I  am  mistaken^  then  forgive  me;  if  not>  then  your 
puaiHhniciit  will  scarccly  be  leas  seTeie  than  my  fate.  xou 
are  still  yotmg>  Cafcharine;  try  to  become  better. 

Thereupon  she  entered  the  carriage,  accompanied  by  old 
Betta,  aiid  oiily  saw  Maria  throw  herseif  iuto  Jonanna's  arms 
and  sob  conYukively. 


.    OHAPTER  XXXIX. 

CATHABINB'8  VISIT  TO  BISHOP  PLOTINUB. 

TsB  widow  Snsaimah  had  nerer  been  foud  of  the  young  ^irl 
from  Damascus,  but  her  fate  hornfied  her  and  awakenä  ner 
symjpathy.  Inqoiiy  mufit  be  made  whether  it  would  not  be 
feasible  to  send  to  her  in  the  prison  better  food  than  woidd  be 
supplied  to  her  there.  This  was  the  duty  of  a  Christian,  and 
the  misfortune  of  her  friend  seemed  to  nfT(  ot  her  daughter 
also  very  deeply;  for  when  she  returnefl  with  Martina  she 
looked  so  overwhplniod  und  confused  that  a  strangor  would 
uever  have  tlioui^lit  of  compariiig  her  with  a  joyous  little  bird. 

Oucü  more  aha  had  been  piereed  with  a  ])oisoned  arrow. 

Up  to  this  timo  sho  had  oeen  bad  lor  herself  aloiie^  now  she 
was  despicable  in  fhe  eyes  of  another  alsa 

Paula  knew  that  she  had  betrayed  her!  The  traitor  had 
herseif  been  betrayed.  The  hated  one  was  now  jostified  in 
looking  npon  her  as  evil  and  despicable^  and  this  made  her 
hate  her  all  the  more  deeply.  Until  now  when  had  she  ever 
failed  to  rccpivo  a  kind  frreetincr  and  a  warm  welcome?  And 
what  a  sntib  had  she  received  to-day,  not  oniy  from  Paula,  but 
from  Mme.  Martina  also,  who  must  have  observx'd  something, 
and  whose  cold  resurve  had  just  now  i>eeni('d  to  her  unbearable. 

The  old  bisho])  was  Lhc  cauöe  of  it  all;  i'or  he  had  been  un- 
true  to  Iiis  promiso  that  he  would  kecp  her  betrayal  aa  secret 
as  a  oonfession.  Yes>  he  mnst  have  broken  his  woid^  for  she 
had  had  no  acoomplioe.  Perhaps  he  had  even  mentioned  her 
name  to  the  Arabs»  and  then  she  wonld  have  to  appear  and 
testify  before  the  court,  and  in  what  a  light  she  wcnüd  then 
stand  in  the  eyes  of  Orion,  her  mother^  Johanna  and  Martina! 

Old  Kufinus,  she  well  knew,  had  fallen  a  sacrifico  to  the  ad- 
venture,  and  this  caused  her  sinccre  8orro^\^  Her  neighbors 
had  never  shown  her  anything  but  kind  ness,  and  she  had  no 
desire  to  make  them  unhappy.  If  she  wt  rc  compelled  to 
testify  before  tho  court,  it  mi^dit  involvo  theni  too,  and  she 
bore  no  one  maiico  üiojpt  agaiuöt  tliüäc  who  hivd  robUxl  her 
of  Orion's  love. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  BBIDB  07  THE  NILE. 


Yen,  tho  testifviiig  in  opcn  eourt,  tliat  would  be  the  worsi 
tbiiig  in  the  world,  and  mnst  be  avoidud  cd  any  prioe. 

AVhere  ou  earth  could  Jiiöhop  l'lotinuö  be? 

He  had  returned  home  yesterday  and  had  not  yet  beeu  to 
call  upon  her  motlier^  whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of  visitlng 
erery  day.  This  failore  on  the  paH  of  the  bishop  seemod  to 
her  to  forebode  6tü.  Everythiiig  depended  upon  remindiog 
ihr  o]  1  gentleman  as  aoon  as  possible  of  his  promise;  for  3 
he  shotdd  mention  her  narae  to-morro\v  at  the  examination  of 
the  witnosses,  which  he  of  course  iniist  attend,  thcn  tlio  niagis- 
trates,  Interpreters  and  Clerks  would  visit  her  house  also,  and 
then — sorrowsl — once  already  bhe  had  had  to  appoar  in  toiirt 
and  teütify,  and  glio  had  no  dcöire  to  oxporience  agaiii  all  that 
had  resulted  from  thut  trial. 

Bat  how  oould  she  to-day^  or  to-morrow  at  break  of  day^ 
gam  aocess  to  the  bishop? 

The  carriage  had  not  yet  retnmed,  and  if  ehe —  It  lacked 
two  hours  of  midnight —    Yea,  it  must  be  done! 

Forthwith  sho  began  to  discuss  with  her  mother  the  cause  of 
the  bishop 's  absence.  Susannali  soon  showed  signs  of  uneasi- 
ness,  cspccially  as  she  had  heard  i\v\t  the  old  gentleman  hiul 
returned  from  his  jonrney  quite  unwcil,  and  that  his  sorvant 
had  been  runniiig  aroimd  in  search  of  a  doctor,  Catharine 
then  oll'erud  to  drive  to  the  old  gentleniau's  hoiiso  to  iiuniiro 
after  him.  The  carriage  was  still  liitched  up,  and  iici  inaui 
could  accompany  her.  She  deolared  ehe  must  go  to  see  hpw 
her  worthy  friend  wa& 

Mme.  Susannah  f otmd  this  all  very  nioe,  bat  ehe  thooght 
that  it  was  very  late  for  such  proceedings;  however,  her  dar- 
ling  had  said^  I  must^''  and  with  that  &ß  qaeetion  had  from 
the  very  beginn ing  been  decided. 

8iisannah  laid  down  her  arms,  the  maid  was  sninmoncd,  and 
as  soon  as  tho  carriaLro  drove  up  Catbarine  threw  her  arnis 
around  her  mother's  neck,  promised  not  to  keep  her  waitiiig 
long,  aiid  shortly  thereafter  the  vehiele  stopped  before  the 
episcopal  palace.  Tliere  she  comuianded  the  maid  to  await 
her  retam^  and  entered  the  immenee  lon^  boilding  alone. 

In  the  spacioas  yestibule^  which  was  hghted  omy  by  an  an- 
pretending little  lamp,  everything  was  qoiet  and  deserted,  even 
the  gate-keeper  must  have  gone  out;  bat  she  was  familiär  with 
eyerr  tum  and  comer  of  the  place^  so  she  entorcd  through  the 
impluvinm  into  the  viriänrimn,  wliere  the  bishop  was  wont  to 
ßit  at  this  hour  of  the  nii^ht.  But  here,  too,  it  was  dark  and 
no  one  answered  licr  gcuLle  calls. 

In  the  next  rooiii,  into  which  she  entered  with  some  feeling 
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of  apprehension,  a  slave  was  lying  by  a  large  wine  flask  and  f\ 
lanteru,  Buoring.  The  sight  of  nim  qiiieted  her  somewhat. 
The  adjaoent  room  was  PJotinus^s  bed-cnamber,  into  which  ahe 
had  neyer  before  ffone.  A  dull  light  shone  throngh  the  open 
dooFj  aiid  there  ootud  be  heard  a  lamentable  noise  of  groaning 
and  rattUng.  Thereupon  slie  caUed  aloud  seTeral  times  the 
name  of  the  housekeeper,  but  -slie  received  no  answer.  The 
slave  beliiiid  the  wine  flask  showerl  iio  sio^n  of  life,  but  soon 
she  hcard  a  voice  that  was  vory  familiai*  tu  lior,  and  which^  m 
a  tone  rather  of  groaning  thaii  oi"  8]xjaking,  aäked: 

"  Who  is  thore?  Is  he  coniing?  Have  you  fouud  him  at 
last?" 

All  the  bishop's  servants  had  taken  to  flieht  from  fear  of  the 
pestüence^  and  so,  too^  the  alcolyte,  who  had  a  wife  and  chil- 
dren.    The  honsekeeper  was  compelied  to  leave  her  master 

in  Order  to  find  the  doctor,  who  had  already  been  there  once. 
The  last  slave  that  had  rcmained  behind,  a  faithfol,  jovial  and 
foolish  fellow,  was  left  in  charge  of  the  sick  man,  but  he  had 
feklied  a  ju^^  of  wiito  out  of  the  warehouse,  uow  no  ItTiiger 
watched,  and  Lad  soon  emptied  it  and  had  then  fallen  asleep, 
overeome  bj  the  eüecta  of  the  wine  and  the  oppreßsive  heat  of 
the  TiiL'-lit. 

Caüianiie  immediately  niadc  hcrsell  known,  and  heard  in 
reply  a  kind  but  scarcely  audible  ^reeting: 

"  Ah,  'tis  yon,  you,  my  little  arl!" 

Then  she  seized  the  lantem  and  approached  the  dck  man» 

He  had  stretehed  out  his  emaciated  arms  to  wülcome  her, 
bat  when  ehe  entered  with  the  hght  he  clasped  bis  hands  be- 
fore his  sensitiye  eyes,  and  exdaimed  in  a  tone  of  pain  and  un- 
eaainess: 

"  No,  no,  it  liurts;  take  the  lamp  away!'* 

Then  Cathariiic  set  the  lamp  down  upon  alowtrunk,  be- 
hind the  head  of  the  bed,  a])])roaclied  the  suli'ering  man  with 
enipty  hands,  gave  liiin  her  mother  's  messages,  and  asked  him 
how  ne  was  and  why  he  was  all  alone;  bat  he  gave  her  ouly 
obscore  answers,  that  were  attered  with  great  difficuliy  and 
with  a  rattlmg  soand,  and  requested  her  to  come  nearer  be- 
caose  he  coold  not  anderstand  her  so  far  off.  He  said  he  was 
very  ül,  and  was  probably  going  to  die.  It  was  very  kind  in 
her  to  come  to  sce  him;  she  had  always  been  his  favorite,  his 
pious  little  Catharine. 

And  you  have  come  liiUiur,  my  ehild/'  he  coiicluded,  "  to 
get  the  old  man 's  blessing,  aud  you  shall  liave  it  with  all  my 
heart." 

With  tiiebO  wordß  he  benevoleutly  stretehed  his  haud  towar^ 
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her,  but  ehe  followed  an  inner  impnke^  and,  deeply  moyedj 
knelt  down  l)y  his  own  coach. 

ThereuDon  he  laid  Iiis  liot  right  hand  up<m  her  head  and 
murmurod  words  of  blefismg;  she,  however,  Bcarcely  heard 
them,  for  his  hand  seemcd  to  her  as  heayy  aa  ]ßad,  and  the 
heat  of  it  hurt  her  aud  made  her  wry  apprehensive.  To  see 
him,  thü  faitlifui  old  friend  of  Iut  cliikllicx^d,  isiiifering  in  this 
mainier,  perhaps  dying,  chusliI  Ikt  äiucere  however,  .slio 

could  not  forget  what  liad  biuught  bor  tlicic;  but  how  could 
flhe  venture  to  interriipt  liim  in  las  work  of  luve? 

He  was  giviug  her  his  blessing,  that  was  so  kiud:  but  tliis 
numntirm^,  it  seemed  it  voald  last  loierer,  and  the  ourden  of 
his  scordung  hand  upon  her  head  became  more  and  more 
ponderous  and  finally  unendurablc.  Scaroely  able  to  control 
heraelf  1  onger,  she  summoned  all  her  strongth;  and  now  she 
perc(  iv(  (l  that  the  old  man,  instead  of  using  the  usnal  forms 
of  i)c  iR(li(  tion,  had  been  munnming  incomprehensible  and  in- 
coherent  words. 

She  then  released  herseif  from  his  hot,  frightful  hand,  laid  • 
it  upon  the  bed,  aiid  was  about  to  ask  hini  whether  he  had 
betrayed  her  and  had  mcntionetl  her  name  to  the  patriarch, 
but,  great  God!  there  were  upon  his  cheeks  the  same  black 
spots  that  she  had  obserred  on  the  cheeks  of  the  infected  man 
in  the  honse  of  Hedea  vith  the  Curls,  and>  with  a  scream  of 
terror,  she  sprung  up  and  snatched  the  lamp  from  the  trank, 
and  while  she  cast  its  rays  into  the  face  of  the  suffering  man 
without  heedhig  his  crios  of  pain,  she  grasped  his  hands,  with 
wliich  he  attempted  to  sliield  his  eyes  from  the  light,  drew 
them  forcibly  back  aud  riished  from  room  to  rooni,  out  into 
the  Vestibüle,  after  she  had  convinced  hcrself  that  her  eyes  had 
not  deeeived  her. 

Here  she  met  the  lionsekeeper  retuming  home,  who  took 
the  lamp  out  of  her  iiaud,  and  tried  to  detain  her  by  asking 
her  questions,  but  she  only  screamed  ont  to  her: 

"You  have  the  plague  in  your  houae!  Have  the  gate 
locked!''  and  hastened  by  the  doctor  into  the  open  air.  She 
made  one  spring  iulo  the  earriage,  and  as  the  horses  started 
she  groaned  out  to  her  maid:  ''The  plague,  the  plague  is 
there.    Plotinus  lias  the  plague!'' 

The  terrifiod  wonian  tried  to  console  rathariiie,  and  assiired 
her  that  she  muöl  be  mistaken,  for  such  heliisli  thiiigs  wuuid 
not  dare  attaek  such  a  holy  man;  but  the  young  Lrirl  paid  no 
hee<l  to  her,  and  only  eonuiiaudtd  her  to  have  her  a  bath  made 
ready  as  soon  as  they  reached  hoine. 

She  feit  crushedj  aud  on  the  place  whero  the  hot  hand  of  th* 
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/nfedied  dd  man  haä  hm  so  long  she  feit  iuoessantly  a  heafj, 
repulsiye  preesure,  ay^  vhen  at  last  the  carriage  was  driven 
tnto  the  gardeu^  it  stm  seemed  to  her  as  if  her  head  was  weighed 
down  by  sometbing  warni^  heavy  and  homble,  something  of 

which  die  could  never  get  rid. 

Thv  ^vindo^ys  of  the  houso  were  already  dark;  tlie  only  ray 
of  li<rht  thut  could  1)0  sooti  omerged  from  the  window  of  the 
room  Uli  tlie  parterre  which  Hehodora  occupied. 

Then  a  fiendish  thought  shot  throiigh  her  overexcited,  rest- 
less bruüi,  and  without  lookiug  to  the  right  or  tu  the  lef  t  bhe 
gave  wa^  to  it^  and  entered  the  house^  aud  then  went  past  a 
cnrtain  mto  the  bed-chamber  of  her  beautiful  guest. 

There  lay  Heliodora  in  bed,  still  tortnred  by  a  headache, 
which  had  prevented  her  from  going  with  Catharine  to  visit 
the  bishop,  and  did  not  observe  her  late  visitor,  until  she  stood 
jjlose  by  tlie  bed,  and  addressed  her. 

One  simple  lamp  oast  a  gloomy  hght  aronnd  the  room,  and 
the  yoimgwiduw  in  Die  .^afe  twiiight  of  tlie  jilace  had  never  be- 
fore  appeared  so  charmmg  to  the  littlc  <rirL  A  robe  de  n  uit 
of  the  finest  transparent  material  couuealcd  but  partially  licr, 
divine  form.  A  deheious,  ßcarcely  perceptible  odur  pruceeded 
from  her  luxuriant  blonde  hair^  u  2)erfume  with  which  this 
beautiful  woman  was  always  surrounded.  Her  hair  lay  in 
heavy  coils  upon  her  magmficehtly  ronnded  bosom  and.  the 
snow-white  pillow  like  two  slünhig  serpents.  Her  face,  whi(^ 
was  tumed  upward,  was  infinitely  lovely  and  restful,  and  as 
she  lay  there  langmdly  smiling  at  Cathanne  she  resembled  an 
angel  wearied  m  well-doing. 

STo  man  could  have  withstood  the  charms  of  this  woman, 
and  Orion,  too,  had  fallen  a  victim  to  them. 

Before  \wt  lay  a  lute^  from  which  phc  drcw  forth  soft,  fasci- 
nating  toncs,  aud  tliesc  incrcased  the  insnaring  charms  which 
her  presence  inspired.  Catharme's  whole  being  was  in  an  up- 
roar,  and  ehe  scarcely  knew  how  she  summoned  strength 
enough  to  retum  Heliodora's  greeting  and  ask  her  how  it  was 
possiblo  for  her  to  be  playing  the  lutc  with  such  a  headacha 

To  pass  the  fingers  gently  oyer  the  strings  quiets  and  cools 
the  blood/*  A\o  replied,  sweetly.  But  von,  my  dcar  child, 
you  look  as  if  you  worc  suffering  more  severely  thkn  1.  Were 
you  in  the  carriage  that  jn«t  drove  np?" 

Yes/' replied  Catharine.  ''I  have  just  been  to  see  our 
dear  old  bishop:  he  is  sick  nnto  death,  ana  he  too  will  soon  be 
enatched  away  irom  us.  Alas,  this  day!  l  irst  Orients  moth- 
er,  then  Patüa,  and  then  this  last  blow  I  Oh^  Heliodora,  Helio- 
doraP^  At  these  words  she  threw  herselt  upon  her  knees  by 
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the  bed^  and  btuied  her  face  in  the  hosom  of  the  sympathetio 
yoimg  woman. 

She  8aw  the  moist  eyes  of  the  young  girl  involuntarily  fili 
with  tears,  and  her  tendor  linirt  ^yn'>  moved  with  compassion 
at  the  sorrow  of  the  joyous  httle  creatiire  lipon  whom  so 
much  woe  was  iuflicted  at  so  early  an  age,  and  slie  bent  over 
the  child,  kissed  her  affectionately  upon  the  forehead,  and 
ßpoko  words  of  consolation  to  her. 

Oatharine  preaeed  closer  and  closer  to  her^  and  pointmg  to 
the  place  on  her  head  npon  which  the  hot  hand  of  Ihe  aic^ 
manliad  lam,  said: 

Here,  kiss  me  here,  His  there  that  I  feel  such  excrudatmg 
pain!   Yes,  that  is  right,  it  relieves  me  80  mueh!'^ 

And  while  the  tender-hearted  yoimg  woman  touched  her 
beantifnl  mouth  to  her  pestilential  hair  Catharine  closed  her 
eyes,  and  she  feit  üke  a  gladiator,  who,  after  having  iised  Iiis 
weapons  only  for  the  purpose  of  practice,  for  the  hrist  time 
enters  the  arena  for  the  purpose  of  piercing  the  heart  of  his 
assailant.  She  seenied  to  herseif  stranger,  larger  than  ehe 
had  ever  been  before;  ay,  she  was  like  all-pervaduig  death, 
breathing  itaeJf  mto  the  breast  of  ita  yictim. 

She  was  whollj  nnder  the  inflaence  of  tiieae  feelings  as  she 
knelt  there  npon  the  soft  carpet,  and  did  not  observe  ÜaA  a 
female  form  had  approached  the  couch  of  her  comforter>  nor 
did  she  see  her  make  signs  to  the  lovely  young  woman. 

Butwhen  she  again  criod  out:  "  Aiiother  kiss  here;  it  bnms 
so  fearfully  there!''  she  feit  two  stränge  hands  npon  her  tem- 
ples  and  other  Ups  than  those  o£  Hehodora  firmly  presfied 
against  her  head. 

vShe  turned  her  eyes  np,  snrprised  and  horror-Btricken,  into 
the  smiling  countenauce  of  her  own  mother,  who  had  hastened 
after  her  to  hear  howthe  bidiop  was,  and  who  had  then 
claimed  a  right  to  take  part  in  sootnins  the  pun  of  her  darhng. 

How  successful  the  httle  unexpocted  attack  had  been! 

But  what  had  suddenly  happened  to  her  little  danghter? 

As  though  Bti  iK  k  by  hghtning,  or  stung  by  an  adder,  she 
Sprung  up,  looked  mto  her  eyes  with  im  <  x])ression  of  tcrror, 
and  when  Susannah  attempted  to  hoki  her  Httle  head  fast 
again,  and  kiss  cnce  more  the  erazy  place  that  was  hurting  lier 
so  badly,  she  tlirust  her  from  her,  and,  beside  herseif,  riithed 
out  of  tlie  Chamber  into  the  hall,  and  thence  down  the  steps 
that  lud  into  the  bath-room. 

Her  mother  followed  her  with  her  eyes  and  shook  her  head 
in  astonishment.  Then  she  turned  to  Heliodora  and,  shrug- 
ging  her  shonlders,  said,  with  tears  in  her  eyes: 
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"  Poor,  poor  little  duld!  Too  many  distressing  things  hayo 
fallen  upon  her  all  at  once.    A  short  while  ago  her  fife  was 

like  a  bright  siimmer'B  day,  and  now  the  hail  is  pclting  her 
from  all  sides.    Of  course  ahe  has  brought  sad  tidings  from 

the  bishop. 

"He  IS  ?aid  to  be  deathly  Ül,"  replied  the  yoang  woman^ 

sympathetically. 

**  Our  dca.n\>t  ,  monl  faillilul  friend, öobbed  the  widow. 

Yes,  verily  it  too  nuich!  Often  I  think  T  miiöt  succumb, 
and  slie,  a  cliild  scarcely  ^rown!  And  with  \s  uai  rcsignation 
she  bears  even  the  severest  1  Oh,  Heliodora,  you  do  not  know 
the  half  of  all  that  has  beifollen  her^  but  perhaps  you  bare  ob- 
served  how  ^e  has  tried  to  seem  bright  in  order  to  alleyiate 


yet  croflscd  her  lips.  Like  a  Saint,  slie  accommodatcs  herseif 
to  everytliing  without  murmuring.  But  now  that  her  belov^ 
old  friend  has  bocn  vi^itcd,  slie  has,  for  the  first  timc,  given 
away  to  her  griel  8he  knows  füll  well  what  Plotinus  was  to 
me — 

Here  slie  boofaii  atrain  to  sob,,  and  after  she  had  become 
somewhat  coniiio^ed  aho  i^iologized  for  her  weakness  and  took 
leave  of  her  beautif  ul  guest.  In  the  meantime  Catharine  was 
in  the  bath. 

A  bath-room  was  one  of  the  handsomest  portions  of  erery 
wealthy  Graeco-Egyptian  house,  and  her  deceased  father  had 
caused  his  to  be  built  in  unnsnal  magnificenco. 

It  consiäted  of  two  parts:  one  for  the  ladies  and  one  for  the 

^ontlemen.  and  both  wf ro  finished  ^ith  equal  cleganco.  White 
marble,  yellow  ahibaster,  Ijiown  porphyry  evfTvwhere,  and  the 
floor  wa«  of  gorgeous  Byzaniine  rnosaic  on  bright  gold  back- 

f round.  There  woro  no  desigris  as  in  the  hcarhen  bath-rooins, 
ut  instead  liiere  were  upou  the  walls,  in  golden  letters,  pas- 
sages  from  the  Bible,  and  a  cross  above  the  couches  that  were 
coYered  with  giraffo  skins. 

Silver  lamps  were  suspended  from  the  center  of  the  ceihng, 
which  was  surrounded,  as  though  intended  f or  a  challenge,  wiw 
the  Cardinal  declaration  of  the  Jacobite  creed,  written  in  the 
Co|)tic  language  and  eliaracters:  **  We  believe  in  the  one,  sole 
divine  nature  of  Jesus  Chrnt." 

The  larp-c  ba«in  had  been  tilled  without  delay  for  Catharine, 
ßince  the  baih-stoves  were  heated  every  eveuing  for  the  use  of 
the  ladies. 

As  she  undressed  her  maid  showed  her  a  diseased  date.  The 
Chief  ^ardener  had  ßhowed  it  to  her  upon  his  discovering  that 
aftemoon  tbut  the  pestüence  had  attacked  bis  palm-trees  alsa 


Kot  a  sigh,  not  a  oomplaint  has 
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Bat  the  maid  Boon  repented  of  her  talkativeness^  for  when 
ehe  added  that  the  kind  siioe-maker^  Anchor,  who  had  brought 
her  those  beautiful  saadais  a  few  days  before  had  also  fallen  a 

victim  to  the  pla^e^  ahe  was  abruptly  reproyed  and  com- 
manded  to  keep  silence.  But  while  bhe  was  kneeling  before 
Catharine,  imloosing  her  sandals,  the  latter,  in  spite  of  her 
roproof,  rcferred  to  the  maid 's  story  and  inqnired  whether  the 
pretty  vouiig  wife  of  the  cobbier  had  also  bocii  stricken  down 
with  the  plague.  The  maid  rephed  Ihat  >he  was  still  living, 
but  that  after  the  corpse  of  her  liuHband  had  becn  remo\  ed, 
they  had  shut  tlie  old  mother-iii-law  aud  Lhe  children  up  in  the 
house  and  had  barricaded  the  Windows.  The  aldermeu  had 
decreed  that  this  should  be  done  in  eyery  oase,  in  order  that 
the  pestilenoe  might  not  work  its  way  into  the  streets  or  be 
transported  from  place  to  pla«  e  by  persons  not  infected. 

Food  and  drink  were  supplied  to  the  prisoners  throngh  an 
opening  in  the  door.  Such  recrnlations,  she  a4:lded,  were  ex- 
ceedingly  prudent  and  wise.  But  she  raight  have  spared  her- 
self  this  opinion,  für  before  sshe  had  tinishcd  Catharine  Struck 
her  angrily  with  her  toot.  She  then  commanded  her  maid 
not  to  spare  the  smeyma,*  and  to  wash  her  hair  out  as 
thoroughly  as  possible. 

This  was  done^  and  Catharine  herseif  ruhbed  her  hands  and 
armswith  the  most  passionate  eagemess.  She  Iben  caused 
water  to  be  poored  upon  her  head  again  and  again,  and  when 
she  ordered  the  maid  to  cease  she  leaned  against  the  marble« 
breathless,  and  apparently  exhansted. 

In  spite  of  the  stnegma  and  water  she  still  feit  without  ccssa- 
tion  the  pressure  of  tho  bot  band  npon  the  crown  of  her  head, 
and  it  seemed  to  Jier  as  ü  her  heart  was  weighed  down  with  an 
inyisible  mass  of  lead. 

Her  mother,  her  precious  mother! 

She  had  kissed  her  upon  the  spot  where  the  plague  had  come 
in  contact  with  her  head^  and  with  her  inner  ear  she  oould 
hear  her  throat  rattling  and  begging  for  one  drink  of  water, 
like  the  dying  man  to  whose  bedside  fate  had  led  her.  And 
then — ^then  she  saw  the  servants  of  the  Senate  come  and  shut 
her  np  with  her  sick  motlier  hi  the  pestilential  house,  and  the 
plague  standinp"  before  her  like  a  terrific,  malicious  witeli,  and 
behmd  her  A\v  craiid  see  her  constant  companion,  Death,  in  all 
bis  mahgnity  rea<  hin;i  out  afrer  her  mother  and  all  thoae 
arouud  her  and  also  al  ler  herstill". 

Her  arms  sunk  down  by  her  sides,  and  though  in  the  mom- 

•  Our  aoap,  which,  however,  was  oiily  used  m  a  soft  condition. 
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ing  she  had  feit  strong  and  fearleas^  she  was  now  opjtressed 
with  a  f  eelüig  of  the  weakest  and  most  miserable  helplessness. 

Her  chaUenge  had  bcen  addrcsscd  to  a  human  being,  a 
weak,  tender  womaii^  but  God  and  fate  had  taken  Heiiodora's 

place  lipon  tlic  field  of  conflict. 

Thi?  tlioncrlit  raii«ed  hör  to  shudder,  and  jnst  as  she  Iiad 
gottL'ii  out  ot*  the  bath  her  mother  shpped  into  the  hall  and 
called  out: 

**  Still  thore,  mv  child?  Ilow  tt'rriblv  vou  frio^ht4>ned  me! 
U  ii  true  that  l*loliuuö't>  sicknesä  fehowb  the  öymptumä  oi  the 
plague?" 

"  More  thau  that,  mother/'  she  rejoiued,  in  a  tone  of  deep 
melancholy;  **  he  has  the  plague,  and  the  idea  Struck  me  that 
one  ought  to  take  a  batn  when  one  has  been  in  an  inf ected 
honse^  and  you,  ioo,  Idssed  and  toached  me.  Please  let  them 
Start  the  &re  again^  howerer  late  it  is,  and  you  take  a  bath 
too/' 

Bat,  my  chfld!^'  said  licr  mother,  langhing;  but  Gatharine 
gave  her  no  peace  until  slie  gave  in  and  promised  her  to  make 
use  of  the  reservoir  in  the  men's  ])ath-room,  which  no  one  had 
nsed  sinco  the  breaking  out  of  the  plague. 

When  Susannall  ^^  as  alone,  she  smiled  gently  and  gratefully 
,  to  herseif,  and  as  slie  lay  in  the  bath  she  raised  her  hands  and 
heart  to^Yard  ITeavon  and  prayod  for  hör  prcfious  child,  who 
was  so  tenderly  and  thoughtiuJly  coüsiderate  oi  her  mother's 
welfare. 

Catharino  rc])aire(i  to  licr  (;liamljer  after  inquiring  whether 
the  clothes  slie  had  just  laid  aside  had  been  fed  to  the  flames 
in  the  bath  f  urnace. 

Älidniglit  had  already  passed,  and  still  she  ordcred  her  inaid 
to  attend  her  and  not  to  retire.  She  could  find  no  rest  She 
went  out  upou  the  balcony  and  threw  herseif  into  an  easy* 
chair. 

The  night  was  hot  and  snltry.  Every  house,  tree  and  wall 
radiatcd  the  hcat  with  which  it  had  bcen  saturated  dnring  Üte 
day.  Upon  the  Nile  Street  there  passcd  along  first  a  long  pro- 
cession  of  suppliants,.  and  then  f oUowcd  a  f uneral  cortege,  and 
close  upon  tnis  a  seoond,  both  so  thickly  veiled  in  clouds  cf 
dust  that  the  light  o£  the  torches  appeared  to  shine  only  liko 
coals  in  i  lio  a.-hes. 

Persous  who  liad  died  of  the  plague,  and  who  were  not  pw- 
mitted  to  be  laid  at  rest  during  tlie  day,  were  bcing  buricd. 
The  lirat  fimeral  procession  was  lleUodora's,  thus  it  sccmcd  Lo 
her  overexcited  brain,  and  the  other  was  her  own,  or — and 
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here  a  chill  passed  tlirough  her  ^vhole  frame — that  of  her 
mother. 

The  l'uiieral  procession  moved  slowly  forward  euvelopcd  m 
its  cloud  of  dust;,  and  Btopped  before  the  gate  of  the  oemetery^ 
and  the  Bleigh  with  the  comn  retumed  enipty  and  with  glow- 
mg  sides;  sne,  however,  was  not  among  the  moumers,  for  ahe 
hiä  been  ahut  up  in  the  infectcd  house.  And  when  the  house 
vas  agaiti  opened — fihe  saw  all  this  before  her  eyes  as  vividly  as 
though  it  had  rcally  bccn  thcrc — shc  saw  in  the  great  hall  of 
tho  foiirt  two  hcads  sevcrcd  from  their  bodies:  Paula's  and 
Orients,  and  ßhe — slie  was  uow  alone,  all  alone  and  forsaken. 

Her  mother  wa.s  lying  in  the  ccmotory  by  the  side  of  her  fa- 
ther,  aiul  who  would  now  inquire  alter  her,  who  would  care  for 
her,  who  would  be  her  protector?  Here  she  was,  Uke  a  tree 
without  roots,  like  a  loaf  blowu  into  the  sea,  hke  a  yonng  bird 
that  has  fallen  out  of  its  ncst  and  is  incapable  of  Ilying 
alone  in  the  world.  And  nov  for  the  first  time  since  that 
night  when  she  had  perjured  herself,  everything  that  ehe  had 
leamed  in  school  ana  at  chnrch  concerning  the  punishments 
in  hell  that  had  been  f  oretold,  prcachcd^  and  threatened  against 
the  wicked  came  back  to  her,  and  she  saw  before  her  mind's 
eye  tlio  liome  of  tho  damncd,  and  the  great  liot,  burning  hÜ£e 
of  harne  wherein  murdererfi^  hexetica^  and  falfie  witnesees — 

But  what  was  that? 

Had  hell  roall y  thrown  open  its  Grates  and  sent  its  blazing 
flame  throuirh  the  parched  erubt  of  (lio  earth  toward  lieavon? 
Had  the  firmament  also  been  thrown  o])cn  and  scorching  heat 
and  black  smoke  been  poured  out  upon  the  northem  portion 
of  the  city? 

Terrified,  she  s])riing  up,  and  strained  her  eyea  in  the  direc- 
tion  ül*  the  feari'ul  sii^ht. 

It  seemed  that  the  wliole  sky  a\  as  on  fire,  and  the  space  be- 
tween  heavcn  and  earth  was  lilied  with  thiek  smoke,  glowing 
flames  and  myriads  of  flyin^  sparks.  It  appcared  that  an 
annihilatin^  conflagration  had  taken  possession  at  the  same 
moment  of  the  city  and  river  and  starry  vault  of  heayen>  and 
aoon  all  the  mctallic  heralds  of  the  eity,  thatwerewont  to  sum- 
men the  faithf ul  to  chorch,  raised  their  voices^  and  upon  the 

?uiet  streot  there  soon  snrged  n  mass  of  humanity,  and  tlic  nn- 
requented  road  was  crowdod  with  thousands  of  human  boings; 
ßhrieks,  yells  and  wild  eommaiids  and  cries  reac lud  her  ears, 
and  amid  the  confusion  of  nui.scs  she  cuuld  distinguish  the 
Wolds,  Governor's  palace/'  ^*Aial).s,'*  **  Mukaukaü,'' 
"  Orion/*  "  Fke/'    Extmguish  it,  "  and  "  Save.'' 
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And  now  tiie  old  gardener  called  out  to  her  from  the  lotus* 
grove  below: 

^*  The  governor's  mansion  is  on  fire^  and  at  tfais  Beason  of 
diougbt !   Mercif ul  God,  protect  the  city ! '  * 

The  littk'  humming-bird's  knees  trembled  and  gavo  way, 
and  as  thv  utLored  a  gcutle  cry  and  ii;ras])ed  after  a  su])port^ 
twü  arins  rcecivcd  ber,  arms  froin  wlnch  a  sliort  while  a<ro  sbe 
so  longcd  to  i'scapo,  tbe  arms  of  ber  own  niutber,  that  mother 
wbo  bad  bent  ovur  ber  only  child,  aud,  witb  a  tender  kiss,  bad 
plucked  death  from  ber  pestilential  bead. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

THE  BUBNINO  OF  THE  OOYEKNOR's  HAHSION,  AlTD  OSIOK'B 

BETURN. 

The  govemor's  mansion,  tbe  pride  and  tbe  omament  of 
Mcmpbi?,  tbe  great  and  wcaltby  bomestead  of  tbe  oldest  and 
most  distiiigniFibed  faniily  of  tlic  laTid,  tbe  last  house  from 
wbicb  bad  spruug  a  long  liue  of  illustrions  Egyptians  wbom 
even  tbe  Greeks  bad  docniod  wortby  to  rej)resent  tbe  empoi-or, 
and  to  hold  ofiiccs  of  tbe  most  exalted  dignity,  tbe  citaidel  of 
national  lif e  now  lay  in  ashes^  and  as  the  giant  of  the  forest, 
irhich  the  tempest  has  overtnmed,  crushes  and  destioys  in  its 
fall  many  smallcr  trees,  so  the  burnin^  of  tbe  goTemor's  man- 
sion destroyed  a  large  number  of  smaUer  bouses. 

From  tbe  worm-eaten  sbip  of  Memphis  tbis  night  had  tom 
away  mast  and  rudder,  and  in  addition  to  tbom  many  planks. 
Tt  mnst  be  regarded  as  a  miracle  tbat  tbe  Avliole  city  was  not 
destroyed,  and  next  to  tbe  will  of  God  tbis  was  most  due  to  the 
black  incondiary  bimsolf  and  bis  Aral)iau  soldiers. 

Tbiri  dued  of  iguominy  bad  been  cojnmenced  and  carried  out 
with  cool  and  cmming  calculation.  Düring  bis  search  of  the 
building  Obada  had  selected  places  tbat  were  adyantageous  for 
bis  purposes»  and  two  hours  after  snndown,  witb  bis  own 
band,  secretlj  aiid  nnobserred,  be  bad  started  tbe  fire  in  nn- 
merous  plaoes.  Tbo  troops,  of  which  be  desired  to  make  use 
afterward,  were  kept  under  arms  in  Fostat,  and  wben  tbe  fire 
broke  ont  first  in  tbe  treasnry,  and  subsequcntly  in  tbrco  otber 
places,  th(  y  were?  forthwith  brought  over  and  emplojed  in  the 
most  bkiilf  ul  maiiiier. 

Everytbing  tbat  was  of  f^pecial  ^aliio  contained  in  tbis 
ancient  seut  of  a  wealtby  fainily,  eveu  tbe  splendid  borses  in 
the  Stahles,  had  been  removed  to  a  place  of  safety;  the  title- 
deeds  to  their  landed  possessions  and  slaves  and  otber  property 
were  carefully  preserved  in  Fostat^  hut,  neyertheieas^  tbe 
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ilaiiies  destroyed  a  great  quantity  of  things  that  were  inval na- 
ble and  that  could  never  bo  rcplaoed.  Ifagnificent  works  of 
art,  manuscripts  and  books  wmch  were  nowhere  eise  to  be 
found,  grand  and  gorgeous  trees  and  plants  from  every  coon- 
try,  Utensils,  fnmiture  and  stuffs^  whi(^  had  been  the  admira- 
tion  of  connoiflseim»  were  destroyed  in  one  great  masg.  Bat 
the  incendiary  carcd  nothing  for  these,  for  with  them  disap- 
pean^d  all  posgihility  of  proving  what  and  how  mach  had  fallen 
into  his  hand8  at  the  dowufall  of  the  palace. 

If  the  worst  wero  to  happen,  and  he  were  to  bo  deposed  froin 
his  Office  on  accoimt  of  Iiis  hiirh-liaiidL'd  ])r()CL'(lureI  Of  all 
the  cities  that  he  had  bei  ii  durmg  ihe  robbiug  expeditions  of 
Islam,  none  had  pleased  liini  nuicli  as  Damascns,  and  now 
he  possessed  the  means  to  euj oy  llie  bccoud  hail  ul  his  life  in 
luxurious  ease. 

It  was  oi"  the  greatebt  iniporta-uce  to  iiim  to  see  that  as  little 
as  possible  besides  the  palace  was  destroyed  by  the  flames;  for 
it  wonld  have  offered  jiis  enemies  a  most  excellent  weapon 
against  him  if  f  amous  old  Memphis  had  been  completely  de- 
stroyed through  his  fault.  And  ho  was  the  Teiy  man  to 
manage  the  %ht  with  this  fear!  ul  element 

And  in  fact  not  one  honsc  in  the  Kile  Street  feil  a  victim  to 
the  flames,  but  the  sonth  wind  had  carried  some  of  the  bum- 
ing  materials  toward  the  north-wcst,  and  a  few  houses  in  the 
pauper  section  of  the  city,  on  the  cdfre  of  the  desert,  had  been 
set  on  fire.  Thitlier  iiow  the  eliief  part  of  the  extinguishing 
and  rescuing  force  had  to  turn,  and  here  lie  nianaged,  as  lie 
had  (lone  at  tlie  ])ala€e,  on  the  })rineiple  that  all  must  be  sacri- 
üced  that  coiüd  iiol  eeruuiiiv  be  ^aved. 

Thns  a  vvhule  fjuarter  of  the  city  beeame  a  sacrifiee  to  the 
iiames,  iiundreds  of  needy  faiuilies  lost  all  their  property,  and 
yet  he,  whose  ruthless  ayarice  had  plonged  so  many  into 
misery,  was  honoied  and  praised,  for  he  was  first  npon  the 
banks  of  the  riyer  and  then  on  the  edge  of  the  desert,  always 
where  the  danger  was  greatest,  v  Iu  re  the  presence  of  the  Com- 
mander was  most  neoessary.  Here  he  was  seen  in  tlie  midst 
of  the  fire,  there  he  was  wielding  the  ax  with  his  own  band,  at 
one  time  ridinjr  on  hor.<el)aek  along  the  line,  where  the  dry 
grass  was  to  be  dug  u}»  aiul  saturatrd  with  water,  then  on  foot 
directing  the  stream  from  the  miserable  water-jets,  or  hurling 
back  into  the  flames  with  herculean  strength  a  beam  that  had 
been  cast  too  far  out.  Iiis  shrill  voice  could  bo  heard  above 
all  the  rest,  and  his  gigantic  figure  was  oonspicuoiiB  in  the 
crowd;  every  eye  was  fized  upon  ms  black  face,  with  its  ahining 
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eyes  and  white  teeth,  and  his  example  served  an  incentive 
to  the  Arabs. 

His  commands  tixmed  the  place  ci  oonflagration  into  a  field 
of  battle;  fearlesB  of  death  and  ready  to  exert  and  to  nse  their 

streiigth  to  the  last  extreme,  the  Mussulmen,  under  this  good 
leadership,  and  with  the  name  of  God  and  of  their  prophet 
upon  their  lips,  performed  whaf;  was  almost  inoredible.  The 

Kgyptiaiis  likewise  did  their  best,  biif ,  in  contrast  to  the  Per- 
formances of  theüe  mcn,  thcyfelt  tliemselves  almost  powerless, 
and  hardly  con?idered  it  any  iunger  a  dißgrace  to  have  been 

conquorcd  by  tLcm. 

The  reÜection  f rom  the  flames  had  been  visible  f ar,  f  ar  away, 
and  he,  whose  rieh  inheritance  was  being  devoured  by  the 
flames,  perceivcd  between  midnight  and  morning  on  the  far- 
off  western  horizou  a  reddish  ^7"low,  the  cause  of  wlnch  he  could 
not  explain. 

Ho  had  continued  to  ride  in  the  direction  of  the  Üght  for  a 
hküt  honr  when  his  carayan  made  a  halt  at  the  nezt  to  tiie  last 
Station  on  the  imperial  read  between  Kolzam  and  Babylon. 

A  stately  number  of  anned  men  dismounted  from  their 
horses  at  the  same  moment  with  Orion,  but  he  had  not  snm- 
mgned  them  to  attend  him  as  a  guard  du  corps,  bot,  on  ihd 
contrary,  hc  had  becii  eaptured  by  them,  and  was  now  being 
conducted  as  a  prisoner  back  to  Fostat. 

He  had  been  compelled  to  givo  np  the  carriaj^e,  of  whieh  he 
had  made  uso  up  to  thif?  time,  and  to  mouut  a  dromedary;  two 
soldiers,  armed  to  the  teetli,  remained  constaiitly  at  his  side. 
'i'hey  left  his  com])aiiioiis  niiinolcfjted  in  their  vehicles.  Sena- 
tor Juoünus  desceiided  Irom  his  carriage  before  the  relay-house 
and  called  upon  his  companion,  a  pale,  cmaciated  man,  to  do 
the  same,  but  with  a  wearied  shake  of  his  head  he  remained 
seated,  and  when  the  old  man  inquired  in  tones  of  affection: 

Are  you  suffermg,  Narses?"  the  latter  replied  in  a  hoarso, 
Sharp  manner:  "  AU  OTerP*  and  sunk  back  m  the  cushions  of 
the  carriage.  He  refused  even  the  refreshments  which  the 
senator^s  scn^ant  and  Interpreter  broniTht  hini.  Ho  soomcd  to 
bnve  fallen  into  a  state  of  absolute  indillereiice  and  to  desire 
nothing  but  rest.    ThiB  was  the  n(-'i)liew  of  Ju.stinus. 

The  latter  had,  with  the  assistance  of  Orion,  and  after  be- 
ing provided  with  safc-cunduets  and  passes  by  the  coniniander- 
in-chief  of  tlie  Arabs,  gained  his  cnd  and  ransomed  Narse?, 
alter  the  poor  fellow  had  performed  compulsory  labor  upon. 
the  new  water-way,  which  tne  Caliph  Omar  had  caused  to  be 
bnflt  along  the  line  of  the  andent  canal  of  the  Pharaohs,  for 
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the  purpose  of  traiispdi  tin«^  grain  in  the  sliortest  possible  time 
from  Efifvpt  iiito  Arabia,  and  then  in  the  rocky  harbor  of  Aüa. 

Oll  tiiü  hot  shore  of  the  Red  Sea  Xarses  had  been  forced  to 
carry  stoues  beneath  the  frightful  sun  ol  these  latitndes^  and 
aeveral  dayfr  had  elapsed  betöre  bis  uncle  had  sucoeeded  in 
findmg  a  trace  of  him.  Alas^  in  vhat  oondition  did  Justinns 
find  him! 

Eor  a  whole  week  before  their  arrival  the  formor  cavalry 
officer  had  had  his  quartors  in  the  miserable  huts  of  the 
laborer^J,  and  his  back  still  bore  the  niiirks  of  the  lash  with 
which  the  ovcrseer  had  forced  the  exhausted  and  sulfering  men 
to  a  f resh  oxertion  of  their  failing  strength, 

The  haiKlöunie  soldier  had  become  in  mind  and  body  a  broken 
man,  a  melancholy  invahd. 

Justin  US  had  hoped  to  bring  back  to  Martina  a  happy  man 
restored  to  his  liberl y,  but  now  he  was  conducting  to  her  this 
wreck  of  a  human  being  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave.  And 
yet  the  Senator  rejoiced  that  he  had  been  able  to  save  even  this 
wreck.  The  sight  of  the  suffering  man  tonched  him  deeply, 
and  the  le?s  apprcciation  Narses  showed  the  morc  thankf  ul  was 
Justinus  whenever  lie  evinced  f Ii slighicst  sigii  of  active  in- 
ternst in  his  surroundings.  Orion  iiad  grown  very  intimate 
with  the  old  gentleman  dnriiig  Iiis  joiiruey  In'  laud  and  by 
water,  and  finally  as  an  assistant  nur.se  of  the  sick  mau,  and 
had,  at  the  risk  of  encouutering  his  disapprobation,  discloscd 
to  the  Senator  the  ground  of  his  feaving  Memphis» 

He  feit  incessanuT  that  all  that  was  great  and  good  in  him 
belonged  to  Fanla,  that  her  love  ezalted  and  strengmened  him, 
and  that  to  fall  away  from  her  meant  Ins  roin. 

This  trifling  with  Ileliodora  could  only  result  in  drawing 
him  away  from  the  high  aims  of  his  life,  after  whu  h  he  was 
now  striving.  He  kcpt  these  aims  constantly  bofore  his  eyes, 
and  he  longed  with  spiritual  liunger  ior  quiet  days,  in  which 
he  might  carry  out  that  wlnrli  lie  had  resolved  in  the  church 
to  pursue,  and  solve  the  problem  which  the  geueral  had  sub- 
mitted  to  him. 

The  consdousness  of  being  the  heir  to  a  stupendons  fortune 
gave  him  no  more  pleasmo;  ay,  he  had  to  acknowledge  to  him- 
seif  that  withoat  tnis  ezcess  of  wealth  he  wonld  have  been  an 
entirely  different  man,  and  more  than  once  the  impulse  seized 
him  to  cast  beliind  him  all  that  he  possessed»  to  launch  forth 
into  the  world  free  and  untrammeled,  and  to  gain  for  hnnsolf, 
by  means  of  his  own  strength,  peace  of  mind  and  the  respeot 
Cd  tlic  host  people. 

Ihe  Senator  nad  received  his  confessions^  as  he  was  forced  to 
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c!o,  tlicro  being  no  alternative.  Tf  Thomas's  dangliter  was 
what  Orion  pichired  her  as  bcmii;,  tlieii  in  fact  thero  was  little 
hope  for  liiä  beloved  little  bird.  He  and  Martina  would  rotiirn 
home  witli  two  potti,  but  thcy,  tlie  oid  people,  would  iiave  to 
console  and  Support  tlie  yoimg  people,  not  the  reverse,  as  it 
should  properly  be. 

In  spite  oi  all  tfais  Orion  gained  his  affeciion  more  and  more 
every  day ;  forevery  day,  eveiyhour  he  discovered  in  him  some- 
thing  new  and  admirable,  and  found  much  more  in  bim  than 
he  had  expected.  Torcheswere  burning  in  the  capacious  coiirt 
of  the  Inn,  and  in  the  center  of  this  courfc,  benealh  a  kind  of 
Square  shed  snpportcd  by  posts  and  covered  witli  palm 
branches,  stood  ben*  lies  for  the  weaiy  guests.  Here  he  met 
Orion  once  more  and  coald  converse  with  him. 

The  {bOldierö  bad  seated  llieniselves  noar  him,  and  "would  not 
let  him  leave  their  sight  for  oiio  niomeut  whiie  they  eat  their 
dried  mutton,  bread,  onions  and  dates. 

The  senator's  serrant  had  bionght  a  lanGheonoiit  of  the  car* 
riage,  and  as  Justinus  and  his  young  friend  were  about  to  do 

i'ustice  to  it,  a  tall  figure  entered  the  coort  and  approached  the 
lenches.  It  was  Dr.  Philippus,  avIio  was  taking  a  rest  here  on 
hiswayt  n  D  chidda.  He  bad  alrcady  leamedbefore  entering 
tbe  cnnn  w  Jiom  lie  would  here  find  a  prisoner,  and  tlio  Arabs, 
to  wliom  the  doctor  was  well  known,  permittcd  bim  to  join 
Orion  and  Jnstinus,  but  they  moved  nearer  to  them,  and  theii 
conunaader  midersiood  Grcek. 

l*liili])pus  was  by  no  meana  affectionately  disposed  tovrard 
Orion,  but  he  knew  what  dangers  were  awaiting  the  young 
man,  what  a  terrible  loss  he  1^  suSered,  and  his  conscience 
urged  him  to  impart  to  him  everything  that  might  be  of  Serv- 
ice to  him  in  his  examination  regarding  the  adventure  ta 
wbich  Kufinus  had  fallen  victim. 

He  was  the  bearer  of  sad  news»  which  the  Arabs  might  hear 
also. 

Orion  was  enraged  afc  tbo  ronfiscation  of  tbe  governor^s  man' 
ßion,  but  he  expressed  tlie  opinion  that  Amr,  tiic  eomiuauder- 
in-ebief,  would  graut  bim  spcedy  redress  and  rcstore  tbe 
palace  to  bis  possession;  on  tbe  otber  band,  he  was  the  more 
completely  overwhclmcd  at  the  news  that  his  mothcr  had  g<jnc 
to  join  bis  father,  and  when  the  Arabs  saw  this  strong  man 
convulsed  with  sobs,  and  leamed  how  great  a  nusf ortune  had 
befallen  him  they  respectf ully  withdrew,  for  the  sorrow  of  a 
mn  at  the  death  of  his  own  motber  was  in  their  eyes  sacred. 
They  regarded  one  wbo  bad  lost  wbat  was  most  dear  to  him 
«8  one  tonched  by  the  haod  of  the  Most  High  and  sanctified  by 
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mch  touch,  and  they  showed  such  a  ono  every  conßideration  in 
u  spirit  of  pions  roverenco. 

Orion  had  not  oböcrvcd  tlie  witlidrawal  of  tlie  Mussulmen, 
I:  ut  Philippus  used  the  opportunity  to  narrate  to  him  in  hasty 
vords  all  tnat  had  occorred  during  the  fUght  of  fhe  nuns. 

He  himself  as  yet  knew  nothing  of  the  buming  of  the  palace 
nor  of  the  arrest  of  Paula;  he  was  able,  howi  ver,  to  iuform  the 
Senator  where  he  would  find  his  wife  and  friend&  ^Mien  the 
officer  in  Charge  siimraoned  him  to  move  forward  he  had  been 
informed  of  all  that  had  happened. 

The  palace — what  difference  did  it  make  to  him  whether  the 
Arabs  restored  it  to  him  or  not;  but  his  mother,  his  beloved 
motlierl  EverytlnTiLT,  even  the  minutest,  that  slie  had  been  to 
him  from  chikÜMKjd  up  now  passed  before  Iiis  mind,  and  in 
Iiis  grief  over  hv.v  lo«s  ho  forgot  the  threatcning  dangcr,  the 
2>rij5üu  that  avvaited  liim,  and  the  shamefui  invasion  of  his 
rights;  even  the  picture  of  his  betrothed  faded  away  before 
that  of  hi8  dead  mother.  Perhaps  it  would  not  eren  be  per- 
mitted  him  to  attend  her  foneral! 

The  road  led  iJirough  parched  and  rongh  desert  land>  and 
the  further  they  advanced  the  more  bruliant  became  tibe 
stränge  light  before  them,  until  it  began  to  grow  light  behind 
them,  and  the  biilliant  crimson  of  the  dawn  extinyiiahed  the 
light  in  the  west. 

Another  hot  day  had  begun,  and  when  the  rocke  npon 

Orients  road  began  to  cast  long  shadows,  they  met  some 
Arabian  horsemen  Coming  from  Fostat,  who  hailed  Orion  *s  at- 
t<»ndants  to  teil  them  the  hitest  news.  It  must  be  sometlimg 
most  important;  but  the  young  man  did  not  understand  what 
they  Said;  bad  news,  however,  travela  fast,  and  while  the 
Arabs  coutinued  to  conveiöC  with  oiie  auoLlier,  the  iuterpreter 
hastened  up  to  him  and  exclaimed  that  the  govemor's  mansion 
had  been  bumed  to  the  ground  and  that  the  half  of  Memphis 
was  in  flame& 

Then  came  other  travelers  on  horses  and  on  dromedaries^ 
also  wagons>  and  caravans  laden  with  grain  and  various  artidee 

of  commerce,  and  each  and  all  addressed  Orients  Company, 
and  informed  them  of  what  was  going  on  in  Memphis»  each 
hoping  to  be  the  first  to  teil  the  bad  news. 

How  often  Orion  heard  tlie  same  thing,  and  as  often  as  a 
traveler  commcnccd  with  Iiis:  Have  you  heard?"  and 
pointed  to  the  west,  the  wound  that  the  first  news  of  the  catas- 
trophe  had  inflicted  upon  him  began  to  hlefMl  afresh. 

How  much  that  was  dear  to  him  now  iay  beneatb  thos^ 
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asnesl    How  mnch  that  conld  never  be  raplaoed  had  tlie 

flames  destroyed  for  him! 

What  he  had  during  the  ^iiiet  moments  of  this  journoy 
wished  might  happen  had  partially  come  to  pass!   The  bürden 

of  bis  grcat  possessions,  ^vjileli  liud  hung  upon  bis  bcels  and 
pi*evented  bim  from  moving  witliout  constraint,  where  was  it 
now?  Bat  be  did  not  yet  feel  free,  be  did  not  yet  sce  the  road 
oj)eii  betöre  bim,  but  in  secrot  be  lameiited  tiie  ruined  house 
of  bis  fathers^  bis  lost  bome,  and  a  torturing  feebng  of  in- 
security  took  possession  of  him.  Xo  fatber,  iio  mother,  no 
homel  For  vearB  he  had  been  entirelj  independent^  but  now 
he  feit  like  a  Doatman  whose  boat  had  lost  its  rndder. 

Before  bim  lay  a  diingeott  and  the  close  of  u  great  tragedy, 
the  hero  of  wbicb  be  might  consider  bimself .  Fate  had  given 
bis  house  up  to  destruction  hke  that  of  Tantal  us.  It  had  sunk 
into  asbes,  and  tbcre  lay  already  its  victims;  two  bxothers,  fi- 
ther,  motber,  and  iit  a  rcmote  distance  Kufinus. 

But  wbere  lay  tbo  guilt?  His  ancestors  bad  been  gnilty  of 
no  crime;  it  could  be  none  but  bis  own  tbat  bad  brougbt  on 
these  calamities;  but  was  Fate  still  in  existcnee,  that  inexora- 
blc,  iron  Dcstiny  in  which  the  ancients  believed?  Had  he  not 
repented,  euffered,  become  reooncfled  with  his  Savicur^  and  was 
be  not  pi  ( pared  to  figbt  against  any  and  all  difficnlties? 

Perhaps  he  was  the  hero  of  the  tragedy^  but  still  he  wished 
to  sbow  that  the  fate  of  a  life  was  no  longer  determined  by 
blind  nccessity,  l)ut  by  tbat  which  one  makes  out  of  one's  seif, 
by  tbat  after  which  one  strives  in  fellowship  with  the  Most 


If  be  bad  to  succumb  it  Avould  ouly  ho  after  he  had  ollered 
determined  reRistaura  He  woiüd  figbt  witbout  fear  against 
everytbing  tliat  ollered  bim  resistance,  be  would  press  forward 
upon  the  path  that  he  had  marked  out  for  bimself,  and  now 
his  heart  began  to  feel  newstrength,  and  it  seemed  to  Mm  that 
he  conld  see  as  bis  guiding  star  in  the  sky  the  example  of  bis 
fatber,  in  Imitation  of  wliich  it  bebooved  bim  to  live  or  to  dio. 
And  when  be  turned  bis  eyes  upon  earth  be  found  tbere  tc-o 
sometbing  tbat  made  it  seem  Worth  bis  wliile  to  endure  «tili 
longer  tbe  sorrows  of  life  and  to  üght  the  battle  to  its  bitter 
end :  Paula  and  ber  lovo ! 

Tbo  nearer  be  approacbed  Foptat  tbe  more  violently  and 


to  see  his  beloved  ouee  more,  to  clasp  ber  iu  bis  arms  once  more 
before  bis  endl 

It  seemed  to  him  tbatwbat  he  bad  suffered  dnring  tbese  last 
bours  had  removed  and  displaced  all  that  seporated  tbem  from 


Higb. 


anxiously  did  bis  heart  beat. 
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each  other.  He  feit  that  he  ncew  posaessed  the  strength  to  r€» 
mam  vorthy  of  her;  ay^  were  he  now  to  meet  Heliodora  again 
he  would  certainly  and  asstuedlj  treat  her  ooly  as  he  would  an 

affectionate  sister. 

His  attendaiits  conducted  him  to  the  liouse  of  tlie  Kahdi, 
büt  liü  was  atttiidmg  a  rouncil  of  Ftate,  which  had  been  coii- 
Vüked  by  his  eiiemy,  tliat  black  knave  Obada.  The  latter, 
after  the  great  cxertioiiis  of  the  last  night,  had  allowed  himself 
only  a  few  hours  of  rest,  and  had  then  to  attend  the  Council, 
and  in  the  midst  of  this  coundl  he  was  destined  to  diflcoTer 
that  he  had  as  manyenemies  to  resist  as  it  nnmbered  mem- 
bers. 

His  bitterest  enemieswereSahdi  Ofliman,  whowas  in  Charge 
of  the  deportment  of  justice  and  of  general  matters  of  ad- 
ministration,  and  tlie  secretary  of  llie  department  of  reycnue, 
Chalid.  Keitlicr  of  tho  two  was  reserved  in  expressing  his 
opinions,  and  no  one  wlio  liad  sei  n  this  assembly  would  have 
ever  Riipposod  that  the  majori ly  of  its  members  had  in  their 
youth  during  times  of  peace  watched  their  flocks  as  faithful 
shepherds  upon  the  moimtains,  had  conducted  Caravans 
through  the  desert,  or  had  followed  the  smaller  trades.  In 
the  striig^des  of  tribe  against  tribe  ample  opportunityhad  been 
afforded  tnem  to  becomü  skilled  in  the  use  of  arms  and  to  cul- 
tivate  com*age,  but  who  had  instructed  thcm  in  the  choice  of 
words  and  to  accompany  thcm  with  gestures  whose  natural 
charm  might  have  doiio  lionor  to  any  (Jreek  rhotorieian?  It 
was  only  whon  the  spt  aker  indulged  in  tlHnider  and  liu;]it- 
nin«:  that  Ikj  lost,  in  liie  passioTiate  oxciteiiieiir  of  tlip  uio- 
ment,  his  charmioir  moduratioa,  biit  eveu  Iben  what  a  ]Hj\K»rful 
Impression  did  the  voioe,  eye  und  movemeut  of  the  haudd 
make!  And  nevcr,  not  even  in  the  moment  of  intensest  excite- 
ment^  were  they  guilty  of  any  offense  against  purity  of  lan- 
gnage. These  Speakers,  of  ivhom  scarcely  one  could  read  and 
write,  had  an  extensive  command  over  the  most  powerf  ul 
Verses  of  iheir  poets^  thousands  otf  snchverses  beingat  their 
fingers'  ends. 

To-day  the  interior  interest«  of  tbis  land  of  ancient  civiliza- 
tion,  whidi  only  a  few  years  Ix  fore  had  been  unknown  to  these 
warlike  .-uns  Ihe  dosert,  were  being  discussed.  And  how 
grandly  liad  tlie  ( ()mnils>k)uers  of  public  workia,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  markeUs,  tlic  Superintendent  of  the  Irrigation  of 
the  land^  and  the  superintondent  of  mills  conceived  the  problei](. 
prcsented  to  them.  These  frcsh  and  vigoroas  minds  were 
capable  of  grasping  the  most  difiicult  things  and  of  6Z0catmg 
them  Tigorouslj»  minutely^  and  succesi^ully. 
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Aiid  in  fact  thcse  ?ons  of  untrained  and  imcdiicated  fathers 
werc  well  adapted  to  lend  rieh  glory  to  powerful  states  tliat 
were  on  the  decliiie,  and  to  awakcn  to  new  life  the  dormaiit 
science  of  nations  that  had  been  subdued  bv  llicm. 

Everythiiig  in  this  assembly  öhowed  Bpirit,  life  and  fire,  and 
the  former  slave  Obada  found  it  no  ea,^;y  tasjk  to  aäsert  bis  posi- 
tion  amODg  these  grave  scions  of  fr^  and  respected  tnbes. 
K&hdi  Otmnan  openly  and  witboat  fear  expressed  bis  disap- 
proval  of  Obada's  procedure,  and  declared  in  nis  own  name  and 
that  of  tlie  oiher  members  of  the  diran,  that  all  responsibilitj 
for  what  had  occurred  must  be  assnmed  by  Wekil  Obada;  he, 
howcvcr,  for  Iiis  part,  askcd  iiothiiig  bettor,  Fpoke  ^yith  such 
burning  Üuency;  bis  ]iropositiüii  tbat  all  the  Citizens  of  Mem- 
phis who  had  been  left  by  the  lire  witbout  shelter  sliould  be 
brought  Over  to  Fostat,  wa!=?  fo  acceptabie,  and  finally  the  last 
night  had  placed  in  such  a  briiliant  light  his  noble  characteris- 
tics,  that  proceedings  against  him  were  deferred^  and  they  con- 
daded  to  await  an  onswer  from  Medina  to  the  oomplaint  that 
had  been  made  agfunst  bim.  Their  severe  discipline  also  re- 
quired  them  to  submittohisauthority,  and  many  of  tb*  m,  who 
had  hastened  to  meet  death  like  a  beloved  bride,  trembled  be- 
foro  tliis  mighty  upstart,  who  did  not  ßhrink  even  from  what 
was  most  barbaroiis.  Obada  had  won  tlio  victory.  Ko  one 
could  prove  him  guilly  of  the  robbery  of  even  one  drachma, 
but  he  had  been  iorccd  to  listen  to  words  tliat  had  been  hard 
to  bear,  and  on  all  t^ides  the  respect  that  Avas  duo  him  ns  the 
reprtiöuutative  of  the  yicegereut  had  been  withheld  from  him. 

In  the  higbest  deme  exasperated  he  was  left  alone  in  tbe 
Goancü-cbami)er,  and  no  one,  not  eyen  his  adjutant,  remained 
wlth  bim  to  speak  to  bim  a  complimentary  w  ord  upon  the  foroe 
and  beauty  of  bis  speech,  wbile  upon  similar  occasions  theso 
accursed  fellows  woiild  swarm  around  Amr  like  bees  and  fol- 
low  him  to  his  bouse  hke  fawninff  curs.  Ile  ascrfbed  this  dis- 
respect  and  enmity  not  to  a  knowledge  of  Iiis  gnilt,  but  to  au 
Eversion  that  was  inspircd  in  these  proud  freemen  byhis  birth, 
and  yet  he  was  su|>eriur  to  them  all,  feit  thafc  the  adyantnfj^o 
was  Iiis,  and  if  bis  plan  in  Medina  was  snccessful,  thenhe  wüuld 
seleet  among  Ihom  his  own  victims,  theu — ■ 

These  thongbts  of  rerenge  were  interrnpted  by  a  messenger, 
wbo  was  coYered  with  dust  from  head  to  f oot.  He  brought 
good  news:  Orion  had  been  captured  and  had  been  condncied 
to  the  house  of  the  Kahdi. 

"  Why  not  to  me?"  thundered  Oba(la  to  the  soldier.  "  Who 
is  the  representativo  of  the  Commander  here?  Otbmanorl? 
Bring  the  pri^uer  to  my  house  1'^ 
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With  fhesewoids  he  lepaired  f orthwith  to  Iiis  honse^bat 

instead  of  tbe  prisoner  there  appeaied  one  of  Kahdi's  office/s, 
vrho,  in  the  name  of  his  master,  reported  to  Obada  that  the 
cali^bad  made  Kahdi  chief  justice  in  Egyjit,  that  this  mat- 
ter was  linder  his  jnrisdiction,  and  that  if  Ol);i(l;i  dosired  to  see 
the  prisoners  would  be  kiiid  fMnigh  to  repair  to  his  honse, 
or  eise  later  to  the  city  jail  oi  Memphis,  whither  he  proposed 
to  have  Orion  transferred. 

There  upon  Obada,  in  the  greatest  rage,  hastened  to  thehouse 
of  his  enemy,  which  was  near  hy,  but  Kahdi  met  his  stormy 
fieroeness  vith  the  self-possession  of  a  pnident  and  upright 
man.  He  was  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  but  bis  »xf 
black  beaid  had  already  Degun  to  turn  slightly  gray.  H-s 
noble  brown  face  bore  the  stamp  of  a  distinguished  aud  lofty 
character,  and  his  eyes  showed  signs  of  a  penetrating  but  quiet 
mind.  There  lay  in  the  whole  appearance  of  the  man  some- 
thing  pcaccful  and  positive.  Heliadborne  life's  heaviest  blo'.ys 
with  dignity,  and  was  now  striving,  as  lar  as  lie  conld,  to  spare 
others  the  sanie  experiences.  The  accusations  of  the  patriaroh 
had  reachcd  ivalidi  aUo,  aud  he  was  inchned  to  rcseut  severt^ly 
the  murder  of  his  fellow  Mussulmen,  but  the  punishment  must 
be  inflicted  only  upon  the  ^uilty,  and  it  woiild  bare  cansed  hini 
sorrow  to  belioTe  that  Onon  was  ^nilf^,  f or  he  had  honoted 
his  father  as  a  brave  man  and  a  just  judge,  and  had  himaslf 
received  many  a  pieco  of  good  advice  from  the  experienced 
Egyptian.  The  meeting  which  now  took  place  between  htm 
and  the  excited  Wekil  was  painfnl  even  to  the  officers  who 
witnessed  it,  and  Orion,  who  in  the  next  room  could  hear  the 
heree  vituperation  oi  Obada,  pereeived  with  what  bitter  enmity 
his  dusky  Opponent  pursued  liini. 

But  iuöt  as  the  sea  even  after  the  most  frightful  stormß 
gradnally  sobsides  into  its  accostomed  ebb  ona  flow,  so  this 
conflict  also  had  a  quiet  ending.  Kahdi  represented  to  Wekil 
what  an  imheard-of  thing  it  was,  and  what  a  dissnraoef ul  li&^ht 
it  cast  upon  the  justice  of  the  Mussuhnen,  upon  we  ground  of 
a  mere  suspidon  to  have  plundered  of  its  propert v  the  mOBt  re- 
spected  house  of  the  land,  to  the  head  of  whieli  the  cause  of 
Islam  was  iudebted  for  much  of  its  äsuccess,  and  Obada  had  re- 
pHed  that  well-detined  chars^es  hnd  l)een  presented  by  the 
supreme  head  of  the  Churcli  of  the  laud,  that  the  noble  family 
had  been  robbed  of  nothing,  but  that  their  property  had  sim- 
ply  been  seized  by  the  governmeut  and  transierred  to  a  place 
of  safety;  that  no  human  being  could  be  responsible  lor  what 
AUah  destroyed  bj  his  Are. 

Of  a  mere  suspicion  theie  oould  be  no  question  in  the  matter; 
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hb  liimself  had  in  Iiis  possessioii  a  docnmeiit  whicli  proTed  ftt 
black  and  wHte  that  tne  betrothed  of  Orion  had  been  the  in- 

stigator  of  the  crime  that  had  cost  the  lives  of  twelve  of  thtir 
fellow  Mussulmen.  The  young  woman  of  whom  he  spoke  had 
bcen  arrcsted  yesterday.  He  proposcd  to  cxamine  her  later  in 
spite  of  all  the  Kalidis  in  the  worid;  for  if  he,  Othman,  pro- 
poscd lo  allow  üogreat  a  uumber  of  Mussuhnen  to  be  murdered 
by  theso  äogi^  of  Cliristians  unavenged,  lie,  Obada,  could  not 
let  it  pass  imnoticed,  and  if  he  were  to  do  ao,  to-morrow  the 
thousand  Eg^  ptians  atwork  upon  the  canal  wonld  murder 
with  their  spades  and  picks  tne  three  Mussulmen  who  were 
superintending  them.  In  reply  to  theae  gtatements  Kahdi  de- 
clared  that  he  was  no  less  anxious  to  punish  those  that  wete 
guilty  than  Obada^  but  that  it  must  first  be  ascertained  who 
the  guilty  ones  were,  and  that  this5  mnst  be  dono  according  to 
law,  justly  and  without  fear  of  men  and  blind  hatred,  aennrd- 
ing  to  regulär  legal  procedurc  and  with  all  possible  prudence. 
To  acquit  those  that  are  guilty  offended  hiö  conseience  as  a 
judge  as  severely  as  to  punish  those  that  are  guiltless,  and 
consequently  the  investigation  must  go  qiüctly  on.  If  ho, 
Obada,  desired  to  ezamine  Orion's  betroÜied,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion  to  make;  on  the  oÜier  band  it  was  bis  dnty  to  conduct  the 
legal  proceedings  and  to  preside  over  the  meetings  of  the 
judgeS;,  and  tliis  authority  he  would  not  allow  himself  to  be  de- 
prived  of  even  l)y  the  caliph  aa  long  aa  he  consldered  him 
wortliy  of  holding  the  oflfice. 

Obada  was  eompellcd  to  exprc^-s  himself,  however  nnwilling. 
ly,  as  satisüed,  and  as  AVekil  de:-.iitd  to  see  Orion  he  was  mm 
inoned.  The  black  giant  examined  him  like  a  .slave  whoiu 
one  desires  to  purehase,  from  hcad  to  foot,  and  aä  Kahdi  ad- 
vanced  toward  the  door,  and  consequently  could  not  sce  him, 
Obada  was  imable  to  reäst  a  boyish  trick,  and  strack  a  qnick, 
Sharp  stroke  across  bis  swarthy  neck  with  bis  index  finger  as 
though  he  were  seyering  his  head  from  bis  body,  and  in  doing 
so  cast  an  ominous,  significant  glance  at  the  prisoner.  He 
then  tomed  his  back  contemptucusly  lipon  the  yonng  man. 


CHAPTER  XLL 

WEKIL  OBADA  COiJYEKSES  WITH  PAULA,  AN^D  SÜBSEQUENTLT 

WITH  OBIOSr. 

Ls"  the  af temoou  "Wekil  Obada  rode  over  to  Mempliis  to  visit 
ih»  city  prison.  He  expected  to  find  the  bishop  thero^  bnt  in- 
stead  01  him  he  received  the  news  that  Plotinns  had  died  of 
the  plague. 
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That  was  a  mnloTolont  sf  roko  of  ffito,  for  with  tho  "bishop 
perished  tlic  kiiowkdj^  of  who  had  betrayed  to  hün  the  plan 
tor  thi'  rescue  of  the  nuns. 

But  110? 

Tlio  ^uuiarch  assurcdly  possessed  kuowledge  of  the  whole 
affair. 

Bat  of  what  assistaiioe  was  ihis  fact  for  the  preseniF 

He  had  no  üme  to  lose,  and  Benjamin  was  scarcelj  to  be 

expectcd  back  hefore  the  lapse  of  several  weeks.  Obada  liad 
met  Paula's  fathor  in  the  battles  around  Damascns,  and  it  bad 

often  piqued  him  that  the  name  of  this  warrior  hero  was  men- 

tioncd  with  lionor  even  among  the  Mussulmen.  ITf^  iirnoblo 
heart  lu/irnnlirrd  evon  to  the  most  exalted  that  pure  iioiior 
which  iö  ackuowledged  by  both  friend  and  foe.  He  did  not 
beheve  in  it,  andheld  every  one  who  eiijoyed  it  merely  a  clever 
disscmbler. 

As  he  hated  the  father,  so  he  feit  an  aversion  to  the  daugh- 
ter,  without  erer  having  seen  her.  In  bis  heart  he  had  seued 
Orion's  f  ate,  and  bef ore  bis  end  he  had  determined  to  infliot 

lipon  bim  an  additional  sorrow  bj  the  execution  of  bis  be- 
trothed,  whether  she  denied  or  oponly  confessed  her  gnflt. 

Perhaps  he  might  succeed  in  effecting  this,  and  so  he  caused 
Paula  to  be  conducted  without  delay  mto  the  couneil-chamber 
of  the  judges;  but  his  desic:n  failed  completely,  althoiigli  he 
promised  bor  through  the  interpreter  the  utmoBt  leuieiK  y  if 
ßhe  would  1)0  outspoken,  and  if  not,  doolared  ihat  she  öhould 
ßull'cr  tlie  nio.st  horriblc  deutli.  llc  liad  not  cipectcd  to  find 
snch  a  prisouer,  and  the  firoud  composure  with  which  sbe  re- 
pelled  every  Charge  exerdsed  a  stränge  influence  OTer  this 
lormer  slave. 

At  first  he  had  attempted  to  assist  the  intrepreter  by  scream- 
ing  at  her  in  broken  Greek,  or  by  altempting  to  ternfy  her  by 

those  fierce  glances  whose  power  he  hiuf  often  made  proof  of 
against  his  suhordinatoR,  but  without  the  sh^htest  ctToct;  and 
linally  h"  eaaiied  the  iuterpreter  to  dei.lare  to  lier  that  he  had 
in  hin  |*o.-s( '^-ion  a  do(  nmeut  whieli  ])roved  her  guilt  beyoiid 
the  shadow  ol*  a  doubl;  but  even  this  did  not  disturb  her  eoni- 

Sosure  in  the  least,  and  she  merely  asked  to  see  it.  He  then 
eclared  to  her  that  she  would  see  it  time  enough,  and  acoom- 
panied  the  explanation  of  the  Interpreter  with  tbreatening  gest" 
ures. 

He  had  mct  among  his  own  people  clever  and  influential 
women.  Ho  had  seen  brave  women  enter  tlie  battle  at  the 
aide  of  the  men,  aTid  share  tlie  flangor.s  of  the  struggle  for  their 
faith  with  more  biood-thirätiuess  and  with  greater  indüferenoa 
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to  deafch  thau  the  male  warriors,  but  tliese  women  were  iül 
wives  and  motliers,  and  wliere  he  had  seen  them  break  through 
the  quiet  circle  of  fheir  families^  outfiide  of  which  a  yonng  ^irl 
could  never  Tentore,  they  had  been  ruled  bj  passionate  ezcite- 
ment,  buroing  partiality  and  devotioii  for  husband  and  chil- 
dren,  family  or  tribe.  Oenerally  the  women  among  his  people 
kept  modestly  in  the  background,  and  none  ever  violated  this  cus- 
tom  unless  they  were  under  the  influoncc  of  stormy  paRF^ioTi-. 
But  this  young  girl:  she  stood  before  him  like  tlie  comiiianULr 
of  an  army,  like  the  head  of  a  tribe  in  invincible  conipo.sure. 
There  lay  in  her  behavior  something  ^hich  inspired  embarrass- 
ment  iu  iiuu,  and  at  Ihe  aamc  time  caused  in  him  tho  most 
intense  desire  to  cause  her  to  feel  his  power  and  to  break  her 
pride.  Just  as  he  excelled  all  the  leaders  of  the  Arabian  f  orces 
in  martial  Tigor^  so  she  excelled  all  the  women  of  his  people  in 
figore,  and  impeUed  by  a  feehng  of  cuiiosity  to  measure  bis 
Btature  with  hers^  he  approached  her^  and  with  his  band  he 
drew  an  imaginary  line  from  his  brown  neck  through  the  air 
tili  it  toiiched  the  crown  of  her  head,  and  when  she  drew  back 
he  did  not  fail  to  observe  the  intense  disgust  with  which  sbe  did 
so.  The  bloüd  rushcd  to  his  head,  and  as  he  eommanded  the 
Interpreter  to  teil  her  that  bIio  nced  calculate  upoii  no  clemency 
he  condcmncd  her  in  his  iicart  to  a  cruel  death.  Pule  uud 
prepared  for  the  worst,  Paula  had  retnmed  to  the  wretched 
room  oconpied  by  herseif  and  her  old  Betta. 

Her  entrance  into  the  prison  had  been  ahocking,  for  the 
guards  had  been  about  to  commit  her  to  one  of  the  vaidsoccu'- 
pied  by  men  and  vomen^  criminals  in  common,  and  thence 
greeted  them  the  rattling  of  chains  and  a  wild  mcdleyof  coarse 
voices.  However,  the  interpreter  and  the  chief  of  the  guards 
had  takon  npon  tlionisehTs  tho  responsibility  of  putting  her 
into  a  cell  where  she  migbt  bo  alone  with  her  nurse. 

This  was  doubtless  due  to  tbe  kind  offires  of  Dame  Martina, 
who  had  promised  them  a  baiidsome  reward  ii'  they  sbould 
bring  her  news  on  the  following  day  that  Paula  had  received 
kind  treatment  and  agreeable  quarters  in  the  2)rison. 

Tbe  motbor-iTi-law  of  the  keeper  of  tlio  jaii  had  hkewisc 
taken  her  under  her  protection.  She  was  llic  liostess  of  the 
inn  of  Nesptah,  and  had  recognized  in  the  nrisoiior  the  beauti- 
f  ul  girl  who  had  accompanied  Orign  upon  nis  pleasui  e  trip  on 
the  river  the  dav  he  yisited  her  inn^  and  vhom  she  had  taken 
for  his  betrothed.  She  was  accidentally  paying  her  daughter, 
the  wife  of  the  jailer,  a  visit,  and  persuatled  her  likewise  to  be 
kind  to  Paula»   Accoidingly  she  and  Betta  had  received  a  cell 
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to  themsclvcs,  and  her  gold  pieces  pleased  the  jailer  exceed- 
ingly. 

Tnis  maii  lienoef Orth  did  Iiis  best  to  alleviate  her  misf oit- 
anes^  and  this  morning  lie  had  even  permitted  Pulcheria  to 
Visit  her  and  to  bring  her  the  last  roses  m>m  her  garden  which 
had  not  yet  been  parched  by  the  sun. 

The  widow  Siisannah  also  had,  in  accordance  with  her  prin- 
ciples,  sent  her  fruits  and  various  otlier  articles  of  food^  bat 

they  were  tiirncd  over  to  tho  jailer,  aiid  tlie  messenger  was  in- 
formed  that  ehe  was  provkled  with  t  vervthing,  and  toi  the  iii<r 
ure  would  not  stand  iu  ueed  of  sudi  Uiiiigs. 

Conf^fions  of  her  innocence,  she  had  looked  forward  to  her 
fate  with  calmiiess,  and  had  relicd  lipon  the  far-famed  justice  of 
the  Arabian  judges.  But  it  seenied  that  not  they,  but  Orion  's 
eneray,  that  black  lieud,  was  to  determine  her  fate,  and  now 
iier  heart  sunk  within  her,  oppressed  by  the  feeling  that  slie 
was  to  fall  a  Tictim  to  the  whim  of  a  oonacienceleBs  scoimdiv^l, 
and  was  powerless  and  helpleas.  She  could  acaroely  listen  to 
Üie  enconraging  words  of  her  old  attendant. 

She  was  not  afraid  of  death,  bnt  to  die  withont  haring  seen 
her  father  once  more,  without  showing  and  proving  to  Orion 
that  ahe  was  and  remained  bis,  wholly  bis,  this  was  too  hard  to 
bear.  While  she  was  wriii<ring  her  hands  upon  the  brink  of 
despair  hc  who  had  caused  destruction  to  the  happiness,  peaco 
and  property  of  so  many  of  bis  fellow-beiiiirs  was  riding  at  a 
furious  pace  lipon  one  of  the  neblest  auimals  from  Orion's 
Stahles  throiigh  the  streets  of  Memphis,  with  the  firm  detcr- 
niination  of  causing  the  obstinate  lady  prisoner  to  feel  bis 
power. 

He  was  forced  to  bring  bis  steed  into  a  qnieter  pace  when  he 
reacbcd  the  spacious  market-place  in  the  Ta-aueh  quarter,  for 
before  the  curia,  the  dty  hall  of  Memphis^  there  had  assem- 
bled  an  immense  orowd  of  peoiile,  and  Wekil,  regardless  of  the 
results,  foreed  bis  way  through  the  nniss;  he  knew  what  thoy 
desired  and  paid  no  heed  to  them.  For  some  time  these  pour 
people  had  collected  there  daily  and  demanded  fi'om  the  city 
councilors  aspistance  in  their  friglitful  distress.  Sinee  th?i'r 
prayers  and  tlieir  processions  liad  failed  yesterday  tliey  bef;tin 
to-day  to  storm  tho  cvria.  But  could  the  Senate  cauj^e  tlic 
Nile  to  rise,  the  phiirue  to  cease  its  ravages,  and  the  dates  to 
stop  falliug  from  the  trees?  Could  the  Senate  give  assistance 
when  Heaven  itself  bad  refused  its  aid? 

The  mayor  of  the  city  from  the  tcrruce  of  the  city  hall  had 
already  repeatedly  asked  these  questions  o£  those  who  were  de- 
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manding  help,  and  each  time  the  masses  had  broken  out  iuto 
the  cry: 

*'  Yes,  yes,  you  must;  it  is  your  dutyl  You  make  us  pay 
taxes,  it  is  your  duty  to  care  for  usl'' 

Yesterday  it  had  ulruady  bocomc  almost  impossibie  to  re- 
strain  the  seuseless  üeople,  and  they  had  pelted  the  city  hall 
vith  stones;  bat  to-oay^  after  the  fearfnl  conflagration  and  the 
death  of  the  bishop,  they  had  again  assembled  in  unheard-of 
nnmbers,  more  angry  and  more  desix  rato  thaii  ever,  and  the 
dty  fathers  sat  trembling  upon  their  old  güded  sciits,  the 
remnant  s  of  departed  grandeur,  which  were  intended  to  be  like 
tlie  seats  of  the  old  Koman  Senators,  looked  at  each  otlier  with 
an  expression  of  hopoloss  indecision  upon  their  face.s,  and 
caused  a  communif  aüon  wliich  had  just  been  received  l'rom 
Kahdi  to  be  read  aioud  to  them.  It  cuninianded  them,  the 
Christians,  in  piuauance  of  a  decree  that  had  been  made  in 
accordance  with  Obada's  proposition,  to  make  known  to  the 

Eablic  by  crieis  and  public  advertisement  that  eyery  one  whoee 
ouse  had  been  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  the  previous  night 
would  receive  gratuitou>ly  in  Postat  a  building  lot,  gaiden  and 
biiiiding  materialB  to  build  himseif  a  newhouse  in  case  he  were 
W  illing  to  move  across  the  river  and  to  accept  Islam. 

This  disgraceful  proposition  had  to  be  made  pnblic>  and  con- 

Bultation  and  resistance  were  alike  of  no  avail. 

But  what  could  they  for  their  part  do  for  the  discontented 

people? 

Tho  plague  was  decimating  the  unfortunate  beings;  the 
vogetables,  the  half  of  their  means  of  livelihood  at  this  eeason 
of  tlic  ycar,  were  parchcd  up;  their  watcr,  iisiinllvFo  s'^'cet  and 
refreshiiig.  was  poisoiK'd;  the  dates,  which  siTved  them  for 
meat,  ripeiird  only  to  be  thrown  away  in  disguat.  Added  to 
all,  the  conu't  was  ötill  visible  in  theheavens,  and  there  was  no 
hope  of  a  liurvest  even  of  one  blade  in  tho  future  moons.  The 
bIshop  dead,  confidence  in  tho  assistance  of  the  Church  gone, 
God's  grace^  as  it  were,  extinguishccr^  lost  in  a  land  that  had 
fallen  mto  the  hands  of  infideis.  And  they,  upon  whose  help 
they  had  rcckoned,  poor,  wcak  people,  counselors  without 
oouusel,  every  hour  Ukdyto  foliow-tlu  ir  oolleagues  who  had 
been  seized  with  the  plague,  and  who  had  so  reecntly  spoken 
from  their  now  empty  chairs  wnrd=?  füll  of  solf-confiacnce. 
Y'e.sierday  every  one  liud  been  firmiy  convinced  that  the  inisery 
and  want  they  were  suifering  ha<l  reached  its  elimax,  and  last 
night  it  had  fallen  upon  so  many  with  double  force. 

Their  own  self-rclj^noe  wa6  exhauüted^  but  there  was  s^ill  one 
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irise  man  in  the  city  wlio  mi<rlit  perhnps  open  np  new  paths  oi 
point  to  yet  uiitricMi  meuns  to  suvc  tliu  ]X!oplc  from  dcspair. 

And  now  stones  again  began  to  fall  through  tbe  open  roof, 
and  the  Senators  sprung  from  the  ivory  cbaurs  and  sou^bt 
safety  bebind  tbe  marble  columns  and  pillars.  Wild  noises 
reached  tbe  anxious  fathera  of  tbe  city  from  the  diiection  of 
tbe  market)  and  tbe  beavy,  massive  door  of  tbe  curia  groaned 
witb  blows  from  sticks  and  fists.  Fortunately  tbe  door  was 
faced  witb  bronze,  and  was  made  fast  with  hoavy  iron  bars, 
bnt  it  Roemed  that  at  any  momcnt  it  miglit  be  bur.<t  open,.  and 
then  tbe  mad  rabble  would  rusb  pell-mell  into  tbe  assemblj 
room. 

But  wbat  was  tbat? 

For  a  moment  tbe  bowling  and  yelling  ceased,  and  tben  it 
began  again>  bnt  in  a  milder  and  more  subdued  form* 
Insteiä  of  tbe  savage  cuises  and  oaths  that  had  been  heard 

bcfore,  tbere  rang  fortb  now  again  and  again  tbe  sound  of 
**  Haii!  Hail!''  and  in  tbe  intervals:  "  Save,  bcln  usl  Give 
ns  your  counsel!''  "  Long  live  tbe  wise  man!"  "  lour  magic 
art,  fatber!"  Yon  know  tbe  secrets,  and  are  acqnainted  witb 
the  wisdom  of  tlie  aneientsl''  Save  us,  save  ilsI  8h ow  these 
money-bags  and  deceivers  in  tbe  curia  bow  tbey  ougbt  to  belp 

Tbereupou  the  president  of  tbe  Senate  ventured  to  leave  bis 
Position  of  security  belünd  tbe  statue  of  tbe  Emperor  Tragar, 
the  only  one  irhicn  the  ecdeaiastics  had  spared,  and  to  ascend 
tbe  ladder  which  was  nsed  for  li^bting  the  chandeliers,  and  to 
peer  down  through  the  large  window.  And  tbere  be  saw  a 
gray-lieaded  old  man  clothed  in  ehininff  white  linen,  riding  a 
beautiful  white  ass  througb  the  crowd,  which  reverentially 
made  war  for  bim.  Tic  was  preccded  by  tbe  Jirfoj^s  of  the  city 
wifh  thuir /'«.«•'rt'.<?,  iipon  whii-h,  as  a  si^rn  of  tlieir  peacefid  mis- 
biou,  were  fastened  paliii-bniueheö,  and  the  spying  Senator 
obscrved  aloo  thul  buoides  the  driver  of  bis  ass  another  slavo 
füiiüwed  the  old  man,  und  tbat  he  bore  several  parchment 
rolls,  and  tbe  sigbt  of  these  gave  bim  fresb  hope^  for  tbey 
looked  yery  old  and  time-wom^  and  contained,  therefore» 
doubtless  a  mass  of  wisdom,  ay,  perhaps  even  magical  formulie 
and  ctTective  enchantments. 

With  a  loud  He  is  coming!"  the  president  of  the  Senate  de- 
scciided  the  ladder,  and  soon  the  door  opened,  the  iron  holt 
rattied,  and  with  a  deop-drawn  breath  tbey  perccived  tbat  no 
one  hiul  forced  bis  way  niU»  die  rirrirr  with  llie  old  man. 

Wlien  Horns  Apollo  entered  the  tienute  elianiber  he  found 
tbe  Senators  seatcd  in  tbeir  ivory  cbairs  in  as  dignified  a  position 
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as  if  they  had  never  interrupted  their  eonsnltatioTis;  but  at  a 
sign  from  the  president  they  all  aroso  Ix'fore  tlie  old  man,  and 
he  responded  to  their  salutatioii  iu  a  üuitable  manncr,  a^  tliough 
it  were  his  due  to  receive  such  an  honor.  He  made  no  ob jec- 
tion  on  the  other  hand  nirhe^  the  president  Tacated  his  seat  of 
honor  in  his  f  aror  and  took  a  seat  at  his  side  upon  one  of  the 
ordinary  senatorial  chairs.  Tlie  conanltation  was  soon  opencd, 
•  and  it  was  not  distnrbed  by  the  pcoplc,  although  from  the 
market-placo  there  proceedrd  a  sonnd  like  tho  noise  of  l)rcak- 
wavo<5  and  the  hum  of  thousands  of  swarms  of  bees  poui- 
ing  inix'ssantly  into  the  coiincil-chamber. 

He  modestly  declared  lliat  he,  in  bis  üimplicity,  had  serious 
doubls  tbat  he  would  bo  able  to  find  belp  wbcre  mpn  of  such 
wiödom  had  failud  to  do  so;  that  be  was  ouly  exj^erienced  in 
the  knowledgc  and  arts  of  his  fathers^  and  that  ne  had  come 
to  inf  onn  them  of  and  to  lecommend  f  or  their  Imitation  urhat 
they  nnder  similar  circumstances  would  have  considered  ad- 
Yisable. 

A  murmur  of  approval  accompanied  bis  iif  le  but  fluent 
words,  and  when  the  president  of  the  Senate  firstdrew  attention 
to  the  root  of  all  evil,  tbo  failnro  of  tbe  Nile  to  ovcrflow,  the 
old  man  interrupted  bim,  and  requested  Üvm  first  to  direct 
thoir  attention  to  tbose  evils  against  which  it  btiiooved  them  to 
figbt  with  tbeir  own  strengtb. 

Tbe  plague  was  in  posscssion  of  the  city,  and  bc  bad  just 
passed  by  that  quarter  which  had  been  rnined  by  the  fire,  and 
had  there  seen  mty  sick  persona  tosether  dyin^  Avithout  assist- 
ance  and  in  misery.  Uere  something  coiüd  be  done^  here  a 
means  presc  i  '  1  ir-elf  to  show  tbe  excited  people  that  tbeir 
connselors  and  leadors  were  not  holding  their  hands  idly  in 
their  laps. 

Tberonpon  one  Senator  movcd  tbat  the  racant  Convent  of 
St.  Cecilia,  or  tbo  disn^^fd  and  decayinir  Odeum  be  used  for  tbia 
jiurpose,  but  Horns  Aj)()llo  uppo-ed  bim,  and  explained  with 
grrat  clearness  tbat  such  a  berd  of  infected  pcrsons  in  tbe 
midhü  üt*  tbo  city  endangcred  tbose  wbo  wcre  well.  Tbis  waa 
the  opinion  of  Iiis  friend  i)n  Philippus,  and  be  had  indorsed 
tiie  cnstom  of  the  f  athers  as  the  only  proper  one.  And  whither 
were  the  fathers  wont  to  transfer  not  only  their  charitable  in- 
stitutionSy  but  also  the  temples  and  cemeteries  with  all  tbe  ex- 
tensive appurtenances  bclonging  tbereto?  Always  hito  tbo 
desert  outside  of  tbe  city.  The  famous  Arrian  bimself  had 
written  upon  the  giant  sphinx  near  the  pyramids  these  lines: 

•  The  gods  once  created  foi ms  f  owc  ring  ou  higb, 
For,^:Bin  wisely  saving  Uie  üeldä  tbai.  low  m,'* 
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This  Bparing  of  the  prcdncthre  land  Lad  been  forffotien  hy 
reoent  geneiatdons,  and  they  weie  also  Ignorant  of  how  to 
make  use  of  the  desert  land.  The  dead  and  mfected  shoiüd 
not  be  allowed  to  jcopardize  the  living  and  Bonnd,  and  there- 
f ore  they  ehould  be  cared  f or  outside  of  the  cily  mthin  tiie  « 
confines  of  tlu;  dcsort. 

"  But  we  can  nut  let  them  lie  out  there  exposed  to  the 
scorchiug  rays  of  the  bvoxV  exclaimed  the  president  of  the 
Senate. 

And  on  the  other  haud,''  addcd  anotlior  Senator,  "  we  can 
not  by  a  mere  tum  of  the  band  erect  a  house  f  or  them. 
Then  Horns  Apollo  rejoined: 

**  Who  would  De  so  fooliah  as  to  denuind  either  of  theee 
altematiTOS  from  you!  But  there  is  a  superabundant  quantity 
of  canvas  and  posts  in  Memphis.  Cause  forthwith  large  tents 
to  be  built  in  the  Necropolis,  and  underneath  their  kindly 
ßhade  let  all  be  earcd  for  imrler  the  snjx^rvi^ion  and  at  the  ex- 
j)f'n?e  of  the  city.  Appoint  three  or  l'our  of  your  number  to 
(  an  v  out  tliis  proposition,  and  in  a  fewhourö  all  those  who  are 
ö)Lk  and  witliout  shelter  will  be  provided  for.  How  many 
ß'iilord  and  «hip-builders  are  now  ioaiing  along  the  banks  of 
tne  rirer  without  employment!  Call  them  to  your  aid,  and  let 
the  vork  begin  within  an  honr/' 


facturer  of  linen  among  the  Senators  exciaizned: 

**  I  will  supply  what  you  needl"   But  another^  who  was  en- 

gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the  same  commodity,  and  ex]>orted 
this  famous  E^n^ptian  staple  to  distant  lands,  inten'iijUed  liim 
and  demanded  the  contracitof  supply  for  himseif  and  Iiis  house, 
beoause  he  could  f  urnish  it  more  cbuaply.  And  this  cunteii- 
tiou  would  have  takcn  the  whole  time  of  the  present  meeting 
and  purhaps  that  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  day  had  not  the 
Suggestion  of  Horus  Apollo,  that  the  order  be  divided  equally 
between  the  two,  been  promptly  accopted. 

The  people  greeted  tne  puDlication  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  to  erect  hospital  tents  in  the  desert  with  oountless  cries 
of  approval.  The  chosen  commissioners  immediately  set  to 
work,  and  by  night  those  who  were  infected  with  tfie  pestilence 
and  were  without  shelter  would  be  provided  for  beneath  tiie 
first  large  liospital-tent. 

In  similar  manner  ihe  old  man  soived  several  other  nnpor- 
tant  questions,  always  haviiig  refercnce  in  doing  m  to  the 
ancients.  Finally  he  turned  to  the  discussion  of  the  great  aiui 
weighty  auestion  of  the  Kile,  and  did  so  with  the  utmost  pra- 
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All  the  events  of  the  immediate  past  he  declared  pointed  to 
fhe  fact  that  Heayen  was  angry  witn  the  unforhuiate  laad  of 
his  Mhers.  As  a  sign  of  its  displeasore  it  had  sent  the  oomet^ 
that  fearful  coiistellation^  which  was  eadi  day  increasing  m  its 

threatening  brüliaDcy. 

It  was  in  the  power  of  no  mortal  to  cause  the  Kile  to  rise, 
but  the  fathcrs  had — and  now  the  scnntors  listened  with 
breathless  attention — the  fathcrs  had  stood  in  mnve  intimate 
relations  mth  the  secret  powers  of  nature,  under  control  of 
which  all  life  Stands,  than  men  of  the  present  day,  be  they  lay- 
men  or  priests.  In  those  days  every  servant  of  the  Most  High 
was  a  natural  philosopher  and  a  Student  of  natnre  at  the  Same 
time^  and  when  npon  former  occadons  a  calamity  such  as  this 
of  the  present  year  Tisited  Egypt  they  had  offered  np  ä  sacri- 
fice,  a  most  difScuIt  sacrifice^  against  wKidi  humanity  and  also 
ereryfeeling  of  his  own  hearfc  rebeUed,  but  this  sacnfioe  had 
never  failed  to  have  its  eflfect,  neyer,  no,  never.  **  Here  are  the 
proofs/'  and  he  pointed  to  the  parchment  rolb  in  his  lap;  but 
the  Senators  moved  nneasily  upon  their  chairs,  and  first  the 
President,  then  the  other  Senators  one  after  the  other  inquired: 

"Thesacrificer' 

"  What  sacrifice  did  they  offer?'* 

**  "What  had  the  sacrifice  to  do  with  it?   Teil  us!'* 

**  Permit  me  to  be  silent  npon  that  snbject  until  another 
tame^**  requested  the  old  man.  Of  what  assistance  can  it  be 
to  yon  to  explain  it  to  you  to-day?  It  behooyes  us  first  to  de- 
termine  what  is  pleasing  to  the  gods.  ** 

**What  is  itP'  "  Speak,  sir!''  ''Do  not  put  us  to  the 
rackl'*  thcYstormcd  from  all  Fides  npon  him;  hnt  the  old  man 
remaijK'd  iiu'xorabli',  ])romised  to  call  the  Senate  together  him- 
self  as  süou  as  the  proper  season  had  come,  and  lie  commanded 
the  jiresident  of  the  Senate  to  proclaim  from  the  portico  of  the 
CKria  that  Uorua  Apollo  kiiew  of  a  sacrilice  that  would  at  last 
iniluence  the  Nile  and  cause  it  to  rise.  As  soon  asthe  sacrifice 
Goold  be  found  the  consent  a£  the  pcople  woi:dd  be  requested. 
In  the  dajrs  of  the  fathers  it  had  never  fafled  of  the  desired 
efEect,  ancf  so  they  might  aB^  man,  woman  and  child;  retum 
to  their  houses  in  oontentment,  and  patiently  and  wiHi  re- 
newed  and  well-founded  hopes  lonk  forward  to  the  future. 

And  this  proclaraation,  into  wJiich  the  chief  of  the  city  inter- 
twined  ex2)re.ssion8  of  praise  concerTiiTiL'"  ilic  Avisdom  of  tlie  old 
man.  Horns  Apollo,  had  awonderfui  elR-et.  'J'lie  peoi)le  raised 
n  cvy  of  dcliglit,  as  tliough  they  had  already  rcceived  now  life. 
One  "  Hail!  Haill"  after  unuther  might  havc  bccn  hcard,  and 
these  cries  were  this  time  intended  not  only  for  the  old  man 
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who  liail  promised  to  resciio  them,  but  also  for  the  Senators, 
the  kind  and  €on.sidt  r<ito  fatlicrs  of  the  city,  and  with  these 
cries  an  immense  bürden  feil  from  their  hearts.  What  the  old 
man  had  propo.sed  Avas  of  eonrse  not  pioiis  and  exactly  Chris- 
liun,  but  had  the  power  of  ihc  Church  showed  itself  e'ü'ectual? 
And  after  this  had  faüed  the^  themselyes  liad  recourse  to 
instromentalitieB  which  the  pnests  had  pronounced  accnrsed. 
Ha^ic  and  enchantments  were  tmly  Eg}  ptian  arts,  and  vhere 
faitü  had  bome  no  good  fruits  these  caine  forwaid  to  demand 


if  they  had  caused  Medea  with  the  Curls''  to  be  snrprised 
and  arrestcd,  it  had  bccn  done  not  mercly  to  comply  with  the 
law,  but  rather  for  the  ])urposc  of  niakiug  use,  without  its  be- 
ing  kiiown,  of  her  mysterious  seience  for  the  common  weal.  In 
times  of  sucli  distress  no  means  were  too  bad^  and  although 
the  oid  man  kimself  ähuddered  at  the  means  he  proposed,  yet 
he  might  feel  certain  of  their  consent  and  approval^  ])royiderl 
onlyitwonld  have  the  desired  effect  If  uie  calainity  were 
once  put  an  end  to  the  sm  oommitted  might  he  ea^y  atoned 
for,  and  God  a\  as  so  mercifid! 

The  bißhop  had  ex-oßcio  a  seat  and  voice  in  the  aasembly  of 
aenators,  aiKl  now  fate  itself  had  spared  them  bis  Opposition. 

When  Horns  Apollo  entcredtheniarket-j^lacc,  hcwas  p^rccted 
with  a  storm  of  applaiise  and  of  gratitude,  as  thoughhehad 
alrcady  succceded  in  saviiig  the  poojile  and  his  comitry. 

What  a  monientous  ta^k  had  ha  undertaken!  Whether  he 
succceded  or  l'ailed  in  accomph^hing  that  which  he  proposed  to 
attempt,  in  no  evcnt  could  he  rcmain  in  Memphis,  for  his 
peace  and  quiet  had  certamly  already  been  sacrificed.  But 
that  did  not  f righten  him,  for  it  was  assnredly  best  for  the 
ladies  that  he  should  take  them  away  from  the  dangerons 
vicinity  of  the  capital  city,  and  he  had  foruied  the  firm  deter- 
mination  of  taking  them  awa}  v.  ith  bim.  For  Philippus,  too, 
it  could  oTilyprovo  bonoficial  to  be  transplanted  into  othcr  soil. 

Ho  loarned  at  Kuünus's  house  the  fate  that  had  befallen 
Paula. 

For  the  present  she  was  out  of  his  way,  but  were  they  to  set 
her  at  liberty  to-niorrow  or  the  next  day  or  even  hi  a  month, 
slie  would  be  as  much  in  hk  way  as  ever.  And  so  the  attack 
agaiust  her  must  nevertheleas  be  carried  ontl  Its  Tetj  stränge- 
ness  proved  an  incentive  to  him,  and  what  satisfaction  womd 
he  not  feel  if  he  succeeded  in  indacing  the  Egyptian  Christians 
to  perform  the  heathenish  act  he  waa  about  to  propose  to 
them! 

If  Paula  were  condemned  to  death  by  the  Arabs  it  could  only 
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rove  to  bc  lidpful  in  Ihe  execution  of  Iiis  clesigns?,  anrl  so  it 
ehooved  him  now  to  put  hinipolf  in  coniniuiiieation  with  the 
negro  Wekil,  for  everythiiiir  (le])OTulod  lipon  Iiis  co-operation. 

Johanna  and  Pulcheria  iound  him  moi  e  aiTable  and  in  better 
spirits  than  ever  before;  his  proposition  to  beconie  their  house- 
compauioii  together  with  Phihppus  was  received  even  by  little 
Maria  with  enthosiastic  joy^  and  the  ladies  began  alreiady  to 
8how  him  through  the  whole  house^  and  lent  him  the  most 
affectionate  and  considerate  assistance  in  doing  so. 

Wlitit  he  thero  saw  pleased  him  beyoiid  measure.  So  neat 
and  cleanly  could  no  place  have  looked  where  the  eyes  of 
women  did  not  keep  watch  and  have  control.  He  was  to  have 
Rufinus's  room  on  the  groiind-floor,  the  corresponding  rooms 
011  tlie  op]iosito  side  of  tho  liouse  were  to  be  arranged  for 
Philippus.  The  diumg-rooni  and  the  Vestibüle,  together  with  the 
viridariim,  were  to  remaiii  eoiüinon  pi  oporty,  while  the  Upper 
stoiT  offered  ample  accommodatioiis  for  the  ladies  and  guests. 

He  promised  to  move  into  his  new  home  as  soon  as  he  could 
arrange  a  certain  something.  It  must  be  something  most 
pleasing,  for  when  the  old  man  spoke  of  it  his  tightly  oom- 
pressed  Ups  moved  backward  and  forward  with  an  exprcssion 
of  intense  joy,  and  his  sparkling  eyes  seemed  to  Pulcheria  to 
Bay: 

' '  For  you,  too,  chiid.  I  have  something  nice  stored  ap  in  my 


CHAPTER  XLiL 
LOVE  SHEDS  IIS  EAYS  UPON  TUE  OLOOM  OF  THE  PBISOli'. 

Paula,  passed  a  most  wretched  night  in  the  narrovand 
buming  bot  prison  cell  in  which  she  and  her  maid  were  con- 
fined.  She  was  nnable  to  slccp,  and  even  whcu  she  succeeded 
in  closing  her  eyes  oiiol-,  ^ho  was  awakened  by  the  cries  of  the 
prisoners  and  the  ratthu<:  of  chains  in  the  large  prison  rooms, 
and  by  the  steps  of  a  companion  in  misery,  who  in  the  room 
abüve  lier  was  Walking  up  and  down  the  floor  nKJi  u  restless 
even  than  she.  Poor  fellow-suiferer!  Were  pangs  of  con- 
science  driving  him  in  torment  hither  and  thitner^  or  vas  he 
innocent  as  she  was,  and  conld  find  no  sleep  on  account  of 
longing,  care  and  love?  He  was  no  common  criminal,  for  the 
rooms  in  Uns  part  of  the  prison  were  never  assigned  to  them, 
and  afc  midnight,  af ter  the  noise  in  the  large  hall  of  correction 
had  suddenly  ceased,  she  could  hear  the  sound  of  a  luto  yso- 
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ceeding  from  Iiis  cell^  and  the  muaicwas  that  of  a  master  upou 
the  stringed  inBtrament 
She  hSä  OD  interest  in  the  stranser^  but  she  was  indebted  to 

bis  musical  geniiis,  for  it  tumed  Lei-  thoiights  sway  from  her- 
eelf,  and  with  iiicreasing  interest  ehe  listened  to  his  playing. 

Glad  of  the  pretcnsc  er  excuse  for  leaving  her  couch,  sho 
Sprung  up  und  stood  1)}*  tlio  oidy  window  of  lior  cell,  wliieh 
was  madc  j^ccurt'  with  iroii  l)ar.^.  Tlien  llie  music  ccascd,  and 
thci  e  foliowed  a  coüYersation  betweeu  the  jaiier  aud  her  feüow- 
prisoner. 

What  Yoicd  was  that?   Was  she  deceived  or  did  she  hear 

coirectly? 

Herheart  stood  still  as  slie  contiuued  to  listen^  aiid  now,  uo'.v 
every  doubt  must  give  way.  Orion  and  no  other  it  was  who 
was  speaking  aboye  her!  And  now  the  jaiier  mentioned  bts 
name^  and  spoke  of  her  deceased  uncle^  and  then  they  began 
to  talk  in  an  under-tone,  as  if  by  a  sign.  She  could  hear  the 
whispering,  but  could  noi  :  :  ;  understand  its  meaning.  At 
last  she  heard  audible  words  of  farewell,  the  door  of  the  cell  teil 
to,  and  tho  steps  of  the  prisoner  ap|>roarli(  d  ilio  window.  She 
then  pressLil  her  face  against  the  warm  iron  bars,  turned  it  up- 
ward,  li.stiiLed  out  into  the  silent  night  and  called,  as  there 
was  uothing  stirring,  first  gently  and  then  louder: 

"  Orion,  Orion!" 

And  forthwith  in  response  her  name  was  repeated  from 
above. 

She  then  greeted  him  and  began  to  inquire  how  and  when 
he  had  come  here;  bat  at  the  &8t  words  he  interrapted  her 
with  a  firm  Keep  quietl'^  which  was  foüowed  by  a  short 
"  Look  outP' 

Li  anxious  expectancy  she  listened  tbrougb  the  bars,  and  the 
minutes  weregraduallyat  a  enail's  pace  uniting  mto  a  füll  half 
hour  when  at  last  the  sound  for  which  she  had  been  waiting 
was  heard.    *  *    ow  I" 

A  fow  moments  later  she  held  in  her  liands  a  lotter  wliich 
liad  bucn  attadied  tu  a  liite-string  weighted  dowu  with  a  piece 

of  wo  od  aud  let  dowu  to  her. 

There  was  neither  light  nor  fire  in  hör  coli,  and  the  darkneiis 
prevented  her  from  reading.  So  nha  unly  calied  up  to  him: 
Dark!"  and  immediately  thereafter,  foilowing  his  example: 
Look  outi''  As  soou  as  she  had  selected  the  twu  prettiest 
roaes  that  Pulcheria  had  brought  her  and  fastened  them  to  the 
string,  in  obedience  to  her  joyous  NowP^  they  were  swung  up 
into  She  air. 
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Ho  expressed  bis  gratitude  by  means  of  a  fcw  chords  that 
were  füll  to  overflowing  with  pa^sion  and  devotion;  then  it  be- 
came  quiet,  for  the  jailcr  had  forbiildt'ii  him  to  sing  or  play  at 
nififlit,  and  lio  could  not  ati'ord  to  Jose  ilie  favor  of  this  man. 

i'aula  laid  lierself  upon  her  couch  with  Orion's  letter  in  her 
hand,  and  wlien  slie  feit  the  approach  of  hluiiiber  she  put  the 
little  roll  underneath  her  pillow  and  üoon  feil  asleep.  When 
they  both  awoke  the  next  day  at  sunrise,  they  had  dreamed  of 
eacn  other  and  welcomed  the  day  with  joyous  hearts. 

Orion  had  nearly  been  beside  himself  when  the  prison  door 
closed  belund  him.  He  would  have  liked  to  rend  the  iron  bars 
asimder  :  1  to  break  or  crush  the  door  to  atoms^  for  there  is 
no  more  loathsome  and  exasperating  feeling  for  a  man  than  to 
See  him?olf  shut  off  as  though  he  were  a  mere  bruti;  froni  the 
World  to  wliich  he  belongs,  and  of  which  he  feels  tlie  nccd,  in 
Order  to  obtain  what  to  him  makes  life  woi-th  living,  and  in 
Order  to  find  persons  to  appreciate  the  good  he  is  capable  of 
düing  and  effecting. 

Yesterday  the  prison  had  seemed  to  them,  as  it  were,  the  ante- 
chamber  of  hell;  they  had  both  feit  that  they  were  on  the  brink 
of  despair,  but  to-day  very  different  feelings  filled  their  hearts. 
Orion  nad  been  visited  with  one  blow  after  another  of  destiny^ 
and  Paula  had  looked  forward  to  bis  retum  with  a  heart  fuU 
of  sorrow  and  apprehension,  but  to-day  she  feit  perfectly 

Eeacef  ul  in  spite  of  the  f  earf  ul  death  that  was  hanging  over 
er  head. 

The  legend  narrates  of  St.  Ceciha,  who  was  led  from  her 
marriage-feast  to  the  rai  k,  that  while  she  was  sutfering  the 
tortures  of  murtyrdom  bhc  lu  aitl  ever  and  nivm  the  ^^OLlnd  of 
heavenly  miisic  and  the  sweut  notcs  of  ihc  orgau,  and  how 
many  have  had  aimOar  e^eiiences!  They  hare  fonnd  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  seYere  neoessity'  and  danger  higher  happineas 
than  in  the  midst  of  the  brilhance,  splendor^  and  joys  of  a 
b'ustling  life;  for  that  wh ich  we  call  happiness  comes,  uncon- 
cemed  about  its  abidiug-plaoe  and  its  snrroundings,  to  thoBO  to 
whom  that  for  which  their  souls  long  most  intensely  seems  at 
last  attaiuable. 

What  these  two  had  for  a  long  time  wA  feit,  a  dicp  inner 
joy,  came  to  them  in  prison.  Paula,  wiOi  bis  letter  l)i'l'ore  licr 
eyes,  which  he  had  bogun  to  write  w  hilo  he  was  in  Kalidi's 
house,  and  in  wliich  hu  i^ourcd  out  to  her  bis  wholo  licart. 
Orion^  in  poasession  of  her  roses,  upon  which  he  fastened  both 
heart  and  eyes,  and  which  lay  before  him  as  he  composed  the 
foUowing  yerseB^  which  the  aifable  jailer  kindly  deuTered  to 
her. 
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They  read  as  follows: 

"OßlON'S  SONG  TO  THE  LYRE. 

*'  Lol  hcro  in  the  deptlis  of  a  dnngeon  I  lie, 
Bereft  of  the  sunliglit,  I  laaguiäE,  I  die. 

"  Ahl  then  came  thls  rose:  from  its  petals*  rieh  led 
There  streamed  radianoe  lorely  as  sunbeams  e*ie  shedL 

"  lU  fragrant  leaves  whispered  of  love's  risin^  star, 
Moro  brilliant  than  Phcebus  gone  forth  in  his  car. 

"  Is  not  the  brit^ht  nnlor  w  Uh  whirh  thy  lieart  glowi 
As  well  like  tlic  worm  lüaL  is  lud  lu  Liic  roüeV 

"  With  day  lirii^ht  a^out  ii«:,  how  frccly  brcathed  wa, 
The  spleudor  of  sunähino  sccmed  paltry  to  be. 

"  Sincc  darkness  has  come,  though,  and  shadowB  «ifold, 
We  hail  the  sun's  light  as  a  blessing  untold. 

*•  And  as  from  earth's  lap  precious  sceds  spritic  to  light, 
Gr  from  the  dark  graye  the  freed  soul  takes  its  fli^t^ 

*'  Enraptured  I  see  from  the  dungeon's  deep  uloom, 
That  fairest  of  visions,  the  rose  of  love  blooui.  " 

And  never  had  Paula  perbaps  been  more  intensely  happy 
than  in  the  hoiir  when  she  enjoyed  this  greeting  from  her  be- 
loved  one,  this  modo?t  prisoTi-üowcr.  0kl  Betta  could  not  hear 
this  poem  often  onougli,  and  shc  wcpt  for  joy,  not  over  its  Con- 
tents, but  over  the  ^voiuK  rful  diaiige  that  it  effected  in  lior 
darling.  She  had  again  become  the  bcaniing,  bright  girl  she 
used  to  be  on  the  sloj^es  of  Lebanon,  and  when  Paula  appeared 
before  the  judges  coJJected  in  the  hall  of  justice  they  stared  at 
her  m  amazement^  for  they  had  nerer  before  seen  a  woman 
vho  was  on  trial  for  her  hfe  a]}pear  before  the  bar  with  eyes 
beaming  with  such  joy. 

But  nevertheless  she  was  in  a  most  precarious  Position^  and 
the  heart  of  the  mild  and  just  Kahdi,  who  himself  posseffied 
bcloYcd  danuhters,  shuddered  at  the  false  confidence  that  ap- 
parently  lilled  the  soul  of  this  niaguitioent  yonng  woman. 

Ay,  she  was  in  a  very  precarious  Sit  uat  ion,  for  tliero  was  a 
document  presented  against  her  of  the  mrtsti  damaging  uature, 
and  the  comjjosition  of  the  trial  court,  which  had  been  formed 
in  the  strictest  conformity  with  the  law,  seemed  very  unfavora- 
ble  for  her.  Her  trial  was  to  be  conducted  b^  a  court  com- 
posed  of  an  equal  number  of  Arabs  and  Egyptians.  The 
lormer  had  been  caUed  because  throogh  her  action  and  agency 
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Mussulmen  had  lost  their  lives,  and  as  a  resident  of  Memphis 
and  a  Christian  she  was  imder  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  former. 

Kahdi  conducted  the  proceedings^  and  experience  had  taucht 
him  that  his  Jacobite  colleagues  wonld  enter  the  hall  of  justice 
with  the  seiitence  of  death  eonccalcd  in  the  folds  of  their  gar- 
ment  s  u.8  soon  as  it  appearcd  that  the  accused  was  of  the  Mel- 
chite  confession. 

What  special  cause  of  enmity  they  had  against  this  iovely 
crcature  he  did  not  kiiow,  but  it  was  easy  to  see  that  they  were 
inimieal  to  the  DanuLscus  girl,  and  if  they  declared  her  srin'lty, 
ahd  werc  sii|)ported  byonly  two  of  the  Arabiau  judges,  uii  liope 
for  the  young  woman  was  gone. 

And  what  ubject  had  that  old  man,  all  clothcd  iu  white,  in 
appearing  upon  the  witness  stand,  old  Horns  Apollo,  with  a 
Statement  which  he  wisbed  to  make?  The  glances  with  vMch 
he  measured  the  young  girl  foreboded  no  good  to  her  cause. 
And  it  was  so  oppressiyely,  so  insufferably  hot  in  fhe  oourt- 
Toom!  Erery  one  feit  burdened,  and  in  spite  of  the  great  im- 
portance  of  the  proceedings  they  frequently  came  to  a  halt 
and  then  again  were  pushed  forward  witli  unbecoming  haste. 

The  accused  herseif  seemed  fortimately  entirely  fresh  and 
unalfected  hy  the  intolerable  hcat  of  tho  day.  Tt  co.=;t  her  very 
little  eft'ort  in  her  examination  by  tho  rnde  negro  to  adhere 
firmly  to  the  aÜirmatiou  that  slio  Ijad  piaval  no  part  in  the 
flight  of  the  nuns,  but  slio  tutuul  it  hard  to  do  so  in  reply  to 
the  kind  interrogatories  of  Kahdi  Othman^  but  she  had  no 
choice,  and  she  sncoeeded  in  proving  that  when  the  Arabs  lost 
their  lives  on  the  read  between  Athribis  and  Dnmiat  she  had 
been  in  Memphis  and  had  not  left  the  honse  of  Bnfinus. 
Kahdi  immediately  attempted  to  tum  this  circnmstance  in  her 
favor,  and  Wekii  Obada,  who  was  constantly  couversing  with 
his  neighbor  on  the  bench,  permitted  him  to  talk  without  in- 
terrnption,  but  as  snon  as  he  had  finished  he  aroso  and  laid  be- 
fore  the  judges  the  letter  which  he  had  found  in  Orion's  room. 

Itwas  indispntnbly  in  the  handwritin£r  of  the  govemor's  son, 
was  a^ldressed  to  I'aula.  and  the  coucludinfr  seni  rnce:  "  Do  not 
therefore  condenm  me;  yonr  noble  and  oniy  too  justiiia])le 
wish,  to  be  of  .somo  assistance  to  yonr  fellow-believera,  wonld 
have  been  siiüicient,'^  did  not  fail  to  make  a  deep  impression 
upon  the  judges.  Paula,  however,  said  in  miAy^  to  I^ahdi's 
queslion  as  to  what  connection  she  had  with  tms  writing,  as 
was  the  fact,  that  it  was  totally  unknown  to  her,  but  that  she 
woidd  not  drny  that  she  had  always  been  most  khidly  disposed 
toward  the  sisters  in  the  cloister  of  St.  Oecilia»  her  feUow-be« 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  BRIDE  QF  THE  IfILE. 


1  icvers,  and  had  hoped  that  thcy  would  succeed  in  maintaining 
iheir  rights  against  the  unjustitiable  attacks  of  the  patriarch. 

The  deecfiscd  ^lukaukas  and  the  Jacobite  counselor  of  the 
city  had  sliared  tliose  views  of  her«,  and  the  Arabs  had  neyer 
disturbod  tho  peace  of  these  pinns  niirses  of  the  sick. 

The  calniness  aiul  brcvity  wiUi  which  she  made  these  State- 
ments hatl  a  favorable  effect,  espccially  lipon  the  Mussulmaii 
judges,  and  Kahdi  began  to  entertaiii  hupes  i'or  Paula,  and 
ordered  that  Orion  be  summoned,  as  he  was  best  able  to  impart 
mformation  tonching  the  meaning  of  thewriting  wbidi  he 
had  composed  bnt  had  never  sent  off. 

Therciipon  the  young  man  appeared,  and  although  he  and 
Paula  did  ilu  ir  utmost  to  prcserve  their  composure,  still  every 
one  observed  the  excitoment  that  this  meeting  cansed  in  botii 
of  them.  Horas  Apollo  did  not  take  his  cyes  off  Orion,  wbom 
he  now  s.iw  for  the  first  time,  and  his  features  assumed  every 
moment  a  more  aomber  and  threateninff  aspect. 

The  young  mau  admitted  that  he  had  written  the  letter,  but 
he,  toü,  ii6  Paula  had  done,  dcclared  that  iL  Lad  reference  only 
to  the  dangers  that  for  a  long  time  had  threatened  the  mms  on 
the  ^art  of  the  patriarch.  The  asdstance  which  he  had 
pronused  the  daughter  of  Thomas  in  this  writing  he  wonld 
willingly  and  zealoudy  hare  offered  on  behalf  of  the  sisters  at 
a  later  and  more  opportune  season,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
vieegerent  Amr,  who,  as  he  hiniself  would  testify,  shared  the 
opinions  o£  his  £a.ther  regarding  the  well-founded  right  of  the 
nunf. 

Therf'njv^Ti  tlic  old  man  u})on  the  witness  bench  murmured 
loud  eiioiigh  lo  1)0  uTiflerstoud  !:>y  the  judges: 

"  Clever,  very  clever!^*  and  ihn  negro  who  eat  next  to  him 
lau^hed  aloud  and  exclaimed: 

I  call  this  a  cunning  Prolongation  of  bis  life!  Take 
waming,  your  honors!  These  two  are  playing  a  common 
game,  and  aro  ititimately  associated  with  each  other.  I  hold 
Sie  proof  of  the  fact  in  my  band:  This  gentleman  controls 
and  mvests  the  property  of  the  daughter  of  Thomas  as  though 
it  were  his  own,  and  fiu-ther — " 

Here  P;mla  interriipted  him.  »%e  did  not  know  what  tliis 
wickedlv  disposcd  man  was  about  to  sav.  but  it  must  be  öome- 
thiug  darnagiiig  of  eourse.  And  thero  sto(xl  Orion  before  her, 
just  'd6  blie  had  been  wout  to  Liunk  of  him  m  momeuts  of 
tender  recollection^  and  she  feit  how  lovingly  his  eyes  rested 
npon  her. 

To  ^proach  him  and  teil  him  all  that  she  had  feit  in  this 
battle  ZOT  life  and  death  seemed  impossible^  and  as  Wekü  was 
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now  about  to  unveil  before  the  judges  what  ooncemed  her  and 
her  betrothed  alone^  her  whole  8oal  urged  her  to  auticipattf 
him  and  to  freely  bestow  upon  her  friend  in  this  hour  of  terror 

all  that  she  Ii  ad  once  pusillanimously  denied  him. 

Accordingly  she  had  interrupted  the  negro  with  heart  füll  of 
joy  her  oyos  hcimm^,  and  cxclaimed:  "Stop!  you  are 
waHti  i  .  L;  words  and  trouble.  That  which  you  deceitf  uliy  are 
atteiii])Ling  to  prove  I  admit  with  joy  and  pride.  Hear,  then, 
all  of  you:  the  son  of  the  Mnkankas  George  is  my  betrothed!" 

Her  eyes  then  sought  thoöo  of  Orion,  and  she  loiuiu  Ihem, 
and  once  more  amid  the  most  terrible  dangers  these  two  en- 
joyed  a  moment  of  the  purest^  deepest  lore,  and  Paula's  oyes 
sparkled  with  tearf ul  emotions  of  gratitnde  when  Orion  ex- 
daimed: 

You  liavo  heard  out  of  her  own  mouth  that  which  makes 
the  highest  happiness  of  my  life.  The  noble  danghter  of 
Thomas  is  my  ]>romised  bridel'* 

At  these  words  a  murmnr  passed  along  the  row  of  Jacobite 
judges.  Many  of  them  had  up  to  this  time  sal  dreaniily  en- 
groi^Hod  in  thought,  oppressecl  by  the  heat,  and  with  heads  sunk 
low  upüu  Lheir  broaöU;  but  nowtheyall  suddeiily  became  widc 
awake  and  füll  of  life  as  though  a  stream  of  cold  water  had 
been  thrown  upon  them^  and  one  of  them  exdaiined: 

Your  father^  youn^  man,  jou  have^grossly  forgotten  him! 
What  woxdd  he  hare  said  to  this  yoiu-  ignominious  union  with 
a  Melchite  woman,  the  daughtcr  of  thoee  who  made  martyrs  of 
your  two  brothers?   Oh,  if  the  deceased — " 

"  He  blessed  our  union  upon  his  dyiug  bed,^'  said  theyoung 
man,  interrupting  1dm. 

**  Did  he?  iiiqiiired  another  Jacobite,  with  cuttiug  ßarcasm. 
'*  Then  the  patriarch  was  right  in  denying  his  corpse  the  at- 
tendance  of  the  clergy.  Must  one  grow  oid  to  become  a  wit- 
ness  of  such  sacrilege!*' 

These  words  sounded  to  the  ears  of  these  intensely  happy 
young  people  like  the  chirpings  of  a  cricket;  they  feit,  tney 
thought  only  of  the  happy  moments  they  were  enjoying,  and 
did  not  suspect  that  Pauui's  confession  was  equivalent  to  her 
death  senteuce. 

The  anger  of  the  Jacobites  expedited  from  this  time  on  the 

course  of  the  proceedings. 

The  Ai-abian  proseeutor  rr-prepcnted  in  eloquent  terms  the 
lives  of  liow  many  Mussuhneu  the  rescue  of  the  nuns  had  cost, 
und  ugain  read  Oriuu'fc»  letter  aloud.  Iiis  Christian  associate 
upon  the  bench  endcavored  to  prove  that  iJiis  writhig  could 
only  haye  refeience  to  the  so  cunningly  devlsed  üight  ol  thö 
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ßisters,  and  then  bomotliiiig  uiicxpccted  was  brought  to  the  at- 
tentiou  oi'  iho  judges  that  made  a  deep  iiieision  iiito  the  pro- 
ceedings;  the  old,  gray-headed  man  interrupted  Kahdi  l'or  the 
purüoae  of  deposing. 

Then  Paula's  oourage  be^  to  revive>  f or  the  last  «»eeches 
had  caused  it  greatly  to  fail;  she  feit  certain  that  the  tried 
f ricnd  and  adoptive  father  of  lier  faithful  Phihnpus  would  de- 
fend  her.  But  what  was  the  fact?  With  a  look,  the  ferociona 
hostility  of  which  penetraffMl  ]v'v  inmost  heart,  the  old  man 
measured  her  imposing  ügure,  and  then  said,  with  much  de- 
liberation: 

**  On  the  morning  of  the  day  of  the  escape  of  the  nuns  the 
accuijed  was  in  the  Convent  of  iSt.  Cocilia  und  there  tollerl  tlio 
bells.  If  you  can,  proud  daughter  of  a  ^rcfcct,  (joutra^Iiut  mc; 
but  let  me  say  to  you  in  adTance  that  if  you  do  von  will  only 
compel  me  to  make  new  aocusations  against  yon.^' 

At  these  words  the  young  girl,  overwhelmed  with  terror^  saw 
in  her  Imagination  Tvufinus's  widow  and  Pulcheria  upon  tiie 
prisoner's  bench  before  the  judges,  and  ßhe  feit  that  by  con- 
tradicting  tho  old  man  she  would  phmge  her  frioiuls  also  into 
the  ahyss  which  yawnod  bofore  her,  and  so  she  conürmed  with 
trembliiig  lips  iho  accusation  of  Horns  Apollo. 

"  And  for  what  reason  did  you  toll  the  bell?*^  inquired 
Kahdi.  , 

"  Por  the  purpose  of  aidin^  those  who  are  my  fellow  Chris- 
tians and  whom  I  lore,"  lephed  Fauhu 

''As  the  Promoter  of  a  treasonable  and bloody midertak* 
ing/*  exclaimed  Wekil,  and  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
deceive  us,  the  rulers  of  this  laiid. 

But  Kahdi  called  him  to  order,  and  gave  the  floor  to  the  at- 
torney  for  tlio  defense.  The  latter  had  had  a  consultation  with 
her  early  in  the  morning,  and  aeeording  lo  the  Egyptian 
practice  appearud  with  a  brief  in  her  defense;  but  this  dull, 
perf  Liuctory  document  had  no  effect  whatever,  and  although 
Kahdi  made  every  elfort  to  bring  forward  })roniinently  every- 
thing  that  could  bc  said  in  her  defense,  the  verdict  of  * '  Uuüty 
was  pronounced  upon  her. 

But  could  her  crime  be  punished  with  death? 

It  had  been  proyen  that  she  had  been  implicated  in  the  rescue 
of  the  nuns,  bat  it  had  also  been  proven  with  no  less  oertainly 
tha^.  during  the  fight  on  the  arm  of  the  Nile  she  had  been  feur 
from  the  sisters  and  their  protectors.  And  further  she  was  a 
w  oinan,  and  how  pinxlonable  did  it  sceni  tliat  a  pious  young 
woman  should  attempt  to  render  assistaace  to  her  per&ecuted 
fellow-believers. 
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Kahdi  Othman  brought  aill  this  to  Übe  attentioii  of  bis  as- 
sociates  in  eloquent  wmiB,  and  called  Wekü  to  order  witb 
seyeiity  when  be  attcmpted  f  rom  thc  witnees  bencb  to  argue  in 
fovor  of  sentence  of  death,  and  the  liuniane  eloqueuce  of  tho 
gentle  judge  won  the  hearts  of  most  of  the  Arabs.  Paula's 
Personality  h;ul  a  powerful  cffect  lipon  them,  and  no  less  the 
circumstance  tliat  the  father  of  the  accused  had  been  their 
bravest  and  uoblesfc  cnemy. 

When  finally  tlic  vote  was  taken  the  unlioard-of  rosult  of  the 
Famc  was  that  all  the  fellow  Christians  of  tliu  accust'd,  Jacobit« 
Christians,  demanded  her  death,  white  of  all  the  hifidels  upoii 
the  bench  of  justice  only  one  voted  for  this  severe  measure  of 
pimishment. 

Judgment  was  prononnoed^  and  as  Wekil  Obada  passed 
Orion,  who,  pale  and  Bcaroelyable  towalk,  was  conducted  back 
into  bis  oeli^  be  exclaimed  in  a  tone  ot  biting  saroasm,  in 
broken  Greek: 

^'  To-morrow  will  be  jour  tnin,  son  ixt  tbe  MukankasP' 

And  then  the  answer: 
Yours  shall  come  too,  son  of  a  slayer'  trembled  upon 
Orion's  Ups. 

Biit  Paula  was  standing  opposito  to  him,  and  in  order  not  to 
exa-purate  her  eiieniy  to  a  still  greater  '1eer('(\  ho  succeeded  in 
düiiig  what  before  he  ^vollkl  never  have  been  able  to  do.  With- 
out  answering  a  yiiigle  word,  be  allowed  Wekil  and  Horus 
Apollo  to  pasä  bv  uuuoticed. 

As  soon  as  tbe  door  had  closed  bebind  tbem  Kahdi  made  a 
sign  of  approbation  to  Orion,  and  said: 

You  acted  correctly  and  prudently,  my  friend!  The  eagle 
must  not  folget  tbat  it  is  wise  to  move  its  wings  within  a  cage 
in  a  difteient  manner  from  tbat  in  wbich  it  mores  tbem  wben 
soaring  between  beaven  and  earth. 

He  tben  gave  tbe  sign  to  the  guards  to  conduct  liim  fortb, 
and  cousiderately  remained  in  tbe  background  while  tbe  young 
man  bade  bis  betrotbed  farewell  with  bis  band  and  eyes. 

At  lengtb  Sabdi  approached  Paula,  wbose  heroic  composur© 
at  the  announcemcnt  of  ber  death  sentence  bad  excited  ids  ad« 

miration,  and  said: 

**  Tlie  eourt  has  dccided  against  you,  ]ioblc  young  lady,  but 
above  its  jud^xment  Stands  tlie  mercy  and  clcmency  of  our  mas- 
ter,  the  <  ali})li,  aiid  that  of  a  pitw!ng  God.  ]  )ireet  your  praycrü 
to  him,  to  ihc  calijjh.  I  will  maku  supplit;atioii  for  you,  assistcd 
by  some  of  my  fnends.*' 

jShe  modeetly  expressed  to  bim  ber  gratitude^  and  as  sbe  too 
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wius  Icd  nu  ayhe  exclaiiiK'd  to  his  friends  who  were  awaitmg 
liiiii,  iu  ilic  |jiüLuroüque  laiiguage  uf  Iiis  pcopie: 

"  My  heart  painfl  me!  The  passing  of  auch  a  Bentence  op- 
preases  me  like  a  lieayy  weight;  bat  the  earth  itself  could  not 
be  heayier  thau  to  haye  a  man  like  Obada  one^s  f ellow-beUeyer 
and  Buperior/' 


OHAPTEB  XLUL 

WEKIL  OBADA  A2n>  HOBÜS  APOLLO  HATÜBB  THEIB  FIISTOISH 

8CHBMS* 

ScABGELY  had  the  cid  man  left  the  hall  of  justloe  in  Com- 
pany with  Wekil  Obada  when  he  reqaested  the  latter  for  an 

audience.  Obada  ruthlessly  drove  the  jaQer  with  his  wife  and 
Infant  out  of  tlicir  room,  and  hcre  cauaed  the  cid  man  to  dis- 
close  to  him  what  manner  of  dcath  ho  proposed  for  the  oon- 

demncd  woTuari  ,  and  the  old  man 's  plan  ])leascd  the  nogro,  but 
it  ap])eared  to  him  in  maiiy  respects  so  bold  that  tho  oid  man 
woidd  liardly  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  Obada's  consent  had 
ho  not  been  able  to  render  him  a  counter  Service  that  was  of 
the  greateöt  importauce  to  him. 

It  was  of  the  utmost  importanoe  to  Wekü  to  prove  conclu- 
aively  that  Orion  had  had  a  band  in  the  rescne  of  the  wam,  and 
Chance  had  placed  in  the  old  man's  hands  a  writing  ibat  put 
the  fact  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

His  removal  to  the  house  of  Rufinns  had  been  begim  in  the 
cool  morning  hours  before  sunrise.  Ifr  l  ad  upon  the  first  trip 
carricd  with  him  only  the  most  valuabie  and  most  impr)rtant 
*  of  his  manuscripts,  and  while  ho  was  laying  these  away  in  a 
.small  (hislc,  the  samc  whieh  "Rulinns  had  placed  at  the  scrvico 
of  Paula,  Horns  Apollo  had  found  in  this  desk  the  note  that 
the  young  man  had  liastily  witten  when,  after  waitiug  iu  vain 
a  long  time  for  Paula,  who  was  occupied  with  the  sorrows  of 
poor  little  Maria^  he  had  been  compelled  to  leave  in  oider  to 
go  across  the  riyer  and  take  leave  of  the  Commander  Amr. 

This  waz  tablet^  upon  which  the  writing  had  become  yery 
indiatinct  and  in  part  wholly  illegible,  would  convince  the 
iudges  beyond  all  possibiüty  of  douot  of  Orion's  guüt,  and  so 
nv  the  procnremont  of  this  doenmcnt  the  old  man  obtained 
Uhada's  consent  to  deterniine  the  kind  of  death  to  be  inüicted 
upon  the  condomned  DaniasL-ns  0r\. 

When  at  length  tlu'v  both  witlidrew  from  the  jailer's  room, 
the  negro  oucu  moxc  iianed  tu  the  priüon-maöter  and  giüd  to 
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him  with  a  fieroe  enarl^  while  he  pointed  to  his  prettj  wif6  wifh 
her  infant  npon  her  boaom: 

All  three  of  yoa  shall  be  put  to  death  if  you  permit  Orion 
to  leave  his  cell>  even  for  one  momenf 

With  these  vords  he  threw  himself  into  his  saddle^  while 
the  old  man  rode  straightway  to  the  curia  for  tlie  purpose  of 
haying  the  major  call  a  meeting  of  the  Senate  for  that  even- 

ing,  and  tlicii  he  betook  himself  to  his  new  home. 

There  he  found  his  room  carefully  shaded^  and  as  cool  as  it 
jouM  possibly  be  dnring  such  heat.  The  floor  had  been 
spriiiklcd  with  watur,  tiovvers  had  been  placcd  in  every  possible 
niche  and  corner,  and  all  thu  mauuscripts  and  other  things 
that  had  arrived  had  been  carefully  laid  away  in  drawers  and 
in  other  repositories.  Isot  a  partiele  of  dust  to  be  seeii,  and  on 
all  sides  a  picasing  perfume  that  was  most  agreeable  to  his 
very  sensitive  nose.  What  an  excellent  ezchange  he  had  madel 

ä^ated  in  his  old  accnstomed  ann-chair  he  mbbed  his  dry 
hands  together  with  a  feelmg  of  satisfaction,  and  when  little 
Maria  came  to  call  him  to  snpper  it  afforded  him  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  joke  with  her. 

Pulcheria  escorted  him  from  the  viridarium  into  the  dining- 
room«  and  he  rehsbed  the  meal,  and  his  wrinkled^  ill-natnrä 

face  assumed  a  very  attractive  exjiression  as  he  looked  around 
uponhisfemale  companions,  of  whom  only  Eudoxia,  the  Greek, 
was  not  pret^eni,  who  was  confined  to  her  room  by  a  shght  In- 
disposition. He  had  jjleasant  Illings  to  say  to  each  one,  and 
withont  any  foeling  of  eonstniüit,  aad  withont  reprcssing  any 
of  the  graLiludu  that  filled  his  heart,  he  began  to  compare  his 
former  and  bis  present  oondition;  he  pictnred  with  a  roguish 
look  at  Pulcheria  how  pleasant  it  wonld  be  if  Philippus  would 
retum>  in  ord^r  to  constitute  them  altogether  a  real  and 
genuine  constellation;  for  every  Egyptian  star  has  iive  rays; 
the  ancients  never  painted  one  othei  wise,  nor  carved  adilEer- 
ent  one  in  stone^  in  fact  they  had  made  nee  of  such  a  one  to 
write  the  fignrc  five. 

Tliereiipon  little  Maria  exclaimed: 
l^nt,  tlicni,  thcn  we  shall  be  a  8ii-rayed  star,  for  by  that 
tiiu«^  p<M)r  Paula  will  be  with  us  again!*' 

**  God  grant  it!"  sighed  Johanna.  Puldieria,  however, 
asked  the  old  man  whetner  anything  was  the  matter  with  him, 
for  his  face  had  changed  its  expressioii  and  she  feit  anxious. 

His  vivacity  had  dSappeared,  he  raised  his  eyebrows,  and  he 
seemed  to  open  his  compreceed  lips  witii  mach  difficnlty,  when 
he  at  last  said: 
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"  Notiiiüg  is  the  matter  with  me.  However,  let  it  be  fiaid 
once  for  all,  this  name  is  hatefnl  to  me.*' 

Paula!-'"  iiii|uired  Maria,  with  amazement.  Oh,  if  jou 
oiiiy  kiiew — 

I  know  moie  than  enough/'  iniennipted  tiie  old  hmh. 
"  I  love  you  all,  eveiy  one  of  you;  my  old  heart  leceives  new 
strength  in  your  nudst;  I  am  happy  with  you;  I  am  fand  of 
you,  am  gratcful  toyou;  every  kindness  that  you  show  me  does 
me  good,  for  it  comcs  from  the  heart;  if  I  could  only  retum  it 


joy.  You  ought  to  believe  me,  an<  1  Ts  ce  bv  vour  looks  that 
you  do.  But,  '  and  now  his  eyebrows  a<raiii  contracted,  "  but 
when  I  hear  this  namc  mentiontcl,  and  if  you  attempt  to  win 
me  over  to  this  woman,  or  if  you  uver  pour  her  praises  into  my 
ears,  then,  however  paiufui  it  would  be  for  me,  I  must  return 
vhenee  Icame.'* 

"  liut,  Horus,  Horus,  what  does  all  that  mean?"  exciamied 
Johanna,  deeply  trouhled. 

**  It  means,*'  continued  the  old  man,  "tliai  there  is  per- 
sonified  in  her  everything  that  I  despise  and  hate  in  her  clW 
It  means  that  she  carrieBwithinher  hiosom  a  oold  and  treacher* 
ous  heart,  that  she  has  destroyed  for  me  days  and  nights,  in 
brief,  that  I  would  rather  be  condemned  to  live  heneath  the 
same  roof  with  sürny  snails  and  cold  serpents — 

"  Than  with  her,  than  with  Paula?'*  said  Maria,  interrnpt« 
ing  him,  and  with  these  words  the  ezdted  child  ßprung  up,  and 

her  eyes  began  to  flash,  and  hör  voico  troniljled  as  she  con- 
tinued:  And  you  not  only  ßay  it,  but  you  mean  it  seriously? 
Can  it  be  possible?'* 

Not  only  possiblc,  but  certain,  my  littlo  darling,*'  re- 
joini'd  tho  oid  man,  and  extended  Iut  Iiis  liaud;  she,  howerer, 
ßtepped  back  i'rom  him,  and  exclainiüd,  with  iiitense  animation; 

I  do  not  want  to  be  your  üLtle  darling  if  you  speak  so  of 
Paula!  One  as  old  as  you  arc  oughl  to  be  jusll  l'ou  do  not 
know  her  at  all,  and  as  to  what  you  saM  about  her  heart — 

"  Be  quiet,  my  child,"  said  the  widow,  interrupting  her,  and 
ihe  old  man  replied  to  the  little  girl  with  pecoliar  emphaaiB: 

"  It  would  be  well  and  profitable  for  us  all,  my  little  huni- 
cane,  to  forgct  this  heart,  to  forget  it  in  good  and  evil.  To- 
day she  was  tried  by  tho  high  com  t  of  justice,  and  this  heart 

has  been  sentenced  to  stop  beating/' 

"Sentenced!  Merriful  Ileavenr' cried  Pulcheria»  and  aa 
she  arose  hiT  mother  exclainitd : 

J^'or  Uod's  sakel   It  is  a  siu  to  jest  about  such  thin^  .!^' 


right  soon  and  in  abundance 
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it  truo^  is  it  possiblo?   These  miserable,  thcse —    I  sco  from 
your  expression  it  is  true,  tiieyhave  sentenced  Paula  to  deatli." 
"  Yon  have  said  it,"  re])lied  Horu8>  calmly.    **  Tho  yoimg 

Damascus  i^irl  will  be  executed/* 

**And  Ulis— Ulis  you  wait  so  long  to  teil  us?"  said  Pul- 
cheria, weepiiig,  and  Maria  cried  out: 

**  And  besides  you  were  able  to  laiigh  and  jest;  you — 
Shame  upou  you!   xVnd  if  you  wcre  not  such  a  weak  cid 


man — " 


At  Uiese  words  Mme.  Johaima  again  roprimanded  the  cMld, 
and  inquirad,  sobbing: 

Ezecnte!  Are  they  going  to  behead  her?  Is  fhere  then 
for  her^  who  was  as  t&r  away  from  that  unf oitonate  fight  as 
we>  for  her,  the  daughter  of  Thomas,  this  noble  young  wom- 
m,  no  mercy?" 

Thorenpon  the  old  man  replied : 

"  AVait,  just  wait!  It  may  be  that  Ileaven  has  desif^ied  her 
for  great  things.  It  may  be  intended  that  tshe,  by  lu^r  tleath, 
ßhall  sa\  0  from  destruction  a  whole  land  and  its  people.  It 
might  be  })()ssible — " 

"  Speak  out  olenrly;  these  oracles  make  me  shudder, "  said 
the  widow,  interrupting  him;  but  he  shrugged  bis  Shoulders, 
and  saifl  ,  coinposedly: 

Tliiit  wliich  we  conceive  is  not  knowledge.  Heaven  must 
here  decide.  Happy  will  it  be  for  us  all;  for  me,  for  you,  i'or 
her,  for  Palcheria,  and  for  the  absent  Philippus  ii  the  God- 
head  has  chosen  her  for  bis  Instrument!  Bat  who  cän  see  in 
the  dark?  If  it  will  do  you  any  good,  Johanna,  I  will  teU  you 
that  the  weak-miuded  Kahdi,  and  witii  him  bis  Arabian  associ- 
ates,  out  of  hatred  to  Wekil,  who  is  superior  to  all  in  mind  and 
will-power,  will  Icave  no  stone  untumed — " 

To  save  her?"  interrupted  the  widow. 
To-morrow  they  will  hold  a  Council  of  stai»^  tn  determine 
whether  a  messenger  shall  be  sent  to  Med  in  a  with  tlio  petition 
for  royal  clemeucy,*'  continued  Horns  AjioUu,  witli  nn  ugly 
ßniili'.  "  Day  after  to-morrow  they  will  be  coutendiiig  who 
this  rnegsenger  shall  bo,  audbeforo  the  messenger  enters  Arabia 
the  iiita  of  the  coudcmued  wouiau  will  have  been  determined. 
Wekil  Obada  rides  more  rapidly  than  they,  and  he  has  the 
power  and  authority  as  long  as  Amr  remams  out  of  Egypt 
They  say  that  the  Commander  dotes  on  the  govemor's  son,  and 
for  his  sake — ^who  knows?— the  Damaacus  girl  might,  as  bis  be* 
trothed — " 
''Hißbetrothed?-* 


ii  Tt 


Digitized  by  Google 


456 


THE  BRIDE  OF  THE  UTILE. 


"  Thus  ho  himseif  ealled  her  in  th&  presence  of  tbe  judgea^ 
and  boastcHi  ol  his  betrothed. " 

"  Prtiila  and  Orion?"  exclaimed  Pulcheria,  joyfully  ciapping 
her  Lands  in  spite  of  her  tears. 

"These  two/'  rejoined  the  old  man.  You  are  right  to 
rejoice^  my  chMI  Tender-hearted  as  yon  are!  Bespect  tiie 
ezperience  of  an  old  mau  and  bless  Ptovidence  if  He  diall 
cause  the  horse  of  Kahdi's  messenger  to  grow  lame!  But  you 
do  not  wish  to  hear  anythi ng  that  sounds  oracular,  and  it  is 
perhaps  better  for  us  to  talk  about  something  eise — 

"  No,  no,"  Said  Johanna,  in  toucs  of  supplication.  "  About 
wliat  eise  can  wo  think  than  her  ;nid  hör  fnte!  Oh,  Horns,  I 
can  scarcely  beiieve  it  is  you.  What  liad  lliis  ])oor,  unfortu- 
nate  creature,  whom  we  love  so  tenderly,  and  wlio  is  so  noble, 
done  to  you?  And  do  yon  not  reflect  that  tlio  judges  who 
condemned  her  will  now  pursue  their  investigations  fiu'ther, 
and  inquire  how  Bufinos^  and  what  we  all — 

"  What  YOU  had  to  do  with  that  mad  plan  of  the  rescue  of 
the  uuns?  iuterrupted  the  old  man.  ^  To  preyent  that  is  my 
busmess.  As  long  as  this  old  brain  can  think  and  thk  mouth 
speak,  not  one  hair  of  your  heads  shall  be  touched.'' 

"Our  grateful  thanks!"  rejomed  Johanna.  "But  if  you 
have  so  much  inflnonce  usc  it.  You  know  how  doar  Paula  is 
to  US  all,  how  sincerely  Philippus  admires  her;  use  it  to  save 
her. " 

I  possess  no  infliK  nco-  aud  do  not  wish  to  possess  any,"  re- 
phed  the  old  mau,  luii-.-liij. 

**Bnt,  Horns,  Horns  I  Oome,  children!  You  promisod 
that  we  fihould  find  in  you  a  second  father.  Prove,  mm,  that 
these  were  not  mere  empty  words,  and  swear  to  us — 

At  these  words  the  old  man  arose  as  quickly  as  he  could, 
brcathing  heavily,  two  clearly  marked  red  spots  coloied  his 
pale  cheeks,  and,  in  a  hoarse  voice,  he  exclaimed: 

Xot  anotherword!  Mako  no  attempt  to  movc  mo,  no 
doiefui  scene!  Enough,  a  t]iousand  timos  enough  of  all  this. 
You  heard  me  once,  and  now  hoar  muv  more;  the  Uamascus 
girl  or  I,  she  or  I.  If  you  eau  not  prevail  upon  yourselyes, 
whatcver  the  f  uture  may  bring  forth,  to  keep  silence  about  her 
in  my  presence,  then — theu — I  will  not  swear,  but  what  I  de- 
dare  1  alwa^s  perform — ^then  I  shall  retum  to  my  old  den 
sadder  and  wiser  by  one  bitter  ezperience.  I  shall  drag  ou 
my  existence  or  die,  according  as  my  goddess  shall  (lo(  roe."' 

With  these  words  lio  left  the  room,  and  little  Maria  raised 
her  clinched  £rst,  shook  it  at  him  as  he  withdrew,  and  ex- 
claimed: 
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'*  Oh,  if  lie  would  only  go,  this  old,  hardened,  iinjust  mon- 
ster!  Oh,  if  I  were  only  a  man!"  And  then  she  burst  out 
into  tears,  andwithout  heeduig  the  widow's  rcprouf,  continiied: 

Ah,  there  is  nothing  so  Ijad  as  he,  Mother  Joiiaima!  IIa 
vould  like  to  eee  her  die;  he  wants  her  to  die;  I  feel  it;  he  is 
capable  of  such  a  wish!  Did  yoa  hear  him  say,  Pol^  he  wonld 
be  glad  if  tho  m<^  ssenger*8  horse,  who  is  to  rescue  her,  would 
become  lame?  And  she  is  now  the  betrothed  of  my  Orion.  I 
hav(^  ahvays  determined  that  they  should  beloug  to  each  other — 
but  they  will  murder  him  too,  but  they  sliall  not,  as  long  as 
thnro  h  a  just  God  in  heaven.  Oh,  if  T  were — if  I  wwa 
only— Her  voice  became  clioked  with  t;ol>i)inff,  and  w  lit-n 
she  succceded  in  Controlling  herself  somowhat  s-ne  besought 
Pulcheria  and  her  mother  to  laku  her  to  I'aula,  and  as  tney 
shared  her  wish  they  started  on  their  road  to  the  prison  bef ore 
it  ^ould  grow  dark.  The  nearer  they  approached  the  market, 
which  they  had  to  oross,^  the  more  crowaed  the  streets  became. 

Everybody  was  going  in  the  same  direction;  the  crowd  carried 
them  along  in  its  current,  but  from  the  market  they  could 
hear  the  shrieking  and  yelling  of  thousands  of  people.  Johanna 
became  vory  rmcasy  in  the  cfreat  crowd  at  the  noiso  on  the 
market  s^juain^,  ainl  ^h''  :vnuld  have  ^rladly  retiirned  liome  with 
her  protugees,  or  el^e  gone  around  tiic  bquare  by  a  m\e  street, 
l)ut  everythiiig  was  moving  in  that  direction,  and  it  would  have 
bucn  eaüier  to  swim  a^ainst  a  mighty  torrent  than  to  have  re- 
tumed  home.  Thus  üiey  soon  reached  the  market,  «nd  when 
there,  surrounded  on  all  sides,  were  soon  coiii])eIled  to  stand 
still.    The  widow*s  uneasmess  increased  every  moment. 

How  disagrceable  it  was  to  be  thus  imprisoned  in  such  a 
crowd  with  these  two  young  girls.  Pulcheria  stuck  close  to 
her  mother,  and  when  shc  told  Maria  to  give  her  her  hand,  the 
httle  girl  exclaimed : 

"  Just  look,  mother,  there  stands  Hassan.    He  is  the  tallest 

ofanr 

**  If  wo  only  had  him  with  us!'*  sighed  the  widow. 

Then  the  child  jerked  her  hand  looso,  shpped  aa  active- 
ly  as  a  squirrel  fhroi^h  tilie  mass  of  human  beiugs,  and 
soon  reached  the  Masdakite.  He  had  not  yet  left  Memphis; 
for  the  first  caravan,  which  he  and  bis  wife  intended  to  join^ 
would  not  Start  for  several  days. 

The  bravo  Persian  and  Maria  were  good  Iriends,  and  as  soon 
as  ho  heard  that  hin  benefa(,'tress  was  apprehensive  in  the 
crowd,,  ho  forecd  hh  way  to  her  witli  the  ehild,,  and  the  widow 
began  < in  uro  to  breatho  freely  when  he  oÜered  to  stay  by 
her  and  protect  her. 
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In  the  meanwhile  the  noise  and  tumult  had  stcadily  iu- 
creased.  Every  eye  was  tiiT-ncd  toward  tho  senate-chamber, 
for  every  one  expected  that  i>üiaetliiiig  great  aiid  extraordinary 
would  liapijeii  tliere. 

But  what  is  it  all  about?'*  inquired  Maria,  pulHnfr  at  the 
Persiau's  coat.  Thereupou  the  giant,  without  saying  a  word, 
bent  dowu^  and  a  moment  later  to  her  crreat  delight  t;he  foiiiid 
herijelf  staiidiiig  erect  upon  bis  strun^  arjns,  which  he  had 
crossed  upon  bis  breast  From  ihis  position^  after  baving 
arranged  a  seat  upon  hisbroadshotilder^  she  snrveyed  the  mass 
of  people  ttoA  objects  below  her  as  from  a  lofty  obseiratory. 

Johanna  laid  her  band  atmously  upon  her  litÜe  foot,  but 
ahe  called  down  to  her: 

"  Mother,  Pul,  I  am  sure  I  am  not  mistaken!  The  white 
ass  of  our  old  man  is  standing  in  front  of  the  Senate  Chamber, 
and  they  are  binding  a  wreatb,  an  olive-wreath,  about  ita 
neck/' 

And  nowfrom  the  direction  of  fhe  curia,  aoross  the  market- 
place,  came  the  sound  of  a  trum})et  remling  tlio  hot  and 
öuirocating  nir,  and  suddenly  it  becanie  quieter  and  (juicter  on 
all  sides,  and  whenever»any  one  opened  hin  mouth  to  yell  or  to 
speak  he  ^vould  rcceivc  a  thrust  from  hiv^  neighbor  or  a  com- 
maud  tü  kccp  öUeuce.  Tlic  widuw  graspcd  the  ankle  of  the 
littie  girl  more  firmly  and  inquired,  whiio  she  wiped  the  per- 
^tion  from  her  brow: 

"  What  is  the  matter?''^  and  the  chüd,  withoufc  movijig  her 
eyes,  answered  hastüy: 

Just  lock  towam  the  portioo  of  the  euria;  there  Stands 
the  mayor,  Alexander  the  dyer;  he  used  often  to  come  to  see 
grandpapa,  and  grandmamma  didn't  Hke  his  wife  at  all,  and 
near  by  him,  standing  next  to  him — don't  you  reoognize  him? 
-^is  old  Horns  ApoUo.  He  bas  just  taken  a  laui«l-wreaüi  o£E 
his  old  wig.    Alexander  is  going  to  speak." 

Another  trumpet  blast  interrupted  her,  and  immediately 

tbereafter  a  loud  masculine  voice  proceeding  from  the  curia 
was  heard,,  and  then  it  bccame  so  qnict  that  very  littie  of  what 
was  spoken  e.sraped  even  the  widow  and  her  daughter.  Tho 
voice  spoko  as  follows: 

**  Fellow  Citizens,  poople  of  Memphis,  companions  in 
misery!"  began  tlie  mayor,  in  clear  and  mea.sured  tones. 
"  Yc  know  our  common  bullerings.  There  are  noue  that  have 
not  been  sent  upon  us,  and  sSü  more  tcrrible  ones  seem  to 
threateu  us.'* 

A  ternfic  howl  from  the  crowd  exprebjied  thtü  approval,  hat 
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they  wcre  soou  brought  to  silence  by  a  blast  from  the  trumpet, 
and  the  mayor  continued: 

Vfe,  the  Senate,  the  oouncilors  of  the  dtY,  upon  whom  yoii 
have  imposed  the  dnty  of  caring  f or  yonrselTes  and  your  wel- 
fare— 

Here  a  mighty  yell  interrupted  the  Speaker^  and  the  foUow- 
ine  cries  comd  De  distinguished: 
°*  Take  care;  do  your  dufcyl" 

"  Money-bags!" 

**  Kecp  your  word!'^ 

"  Kcscne  US  from  dostTiictiou!" 

Bnt  ii<:uia  the  trum})ets  brought  the  discontented  to  bilence, 
and  the  mayor  continued,  but  this  timc  ia  the  greatest  agita- 
tion^  and  as  ii  he  werc  ahnost  beside  himself : 

'^Hearken  to  me!  Do  not  intemipt  mel  Neoeasity  and 
woe  fall  apon  onr  heads  as  well  as  upon  yours»  My  wife  and 
my  aon  both  died  last  night  of  the  pestilencel^' 

This  time  only  a  low  mnmiur  passed  through  the  crowd, 
and  it  died  away  of  its  own  accom^  as  the  di^Med  old  man 
with  his  long  gray  beard  dried  his  eyee  and  contmued: 

*'  If  there  is  one  amon^  you,  man,  woman  or  child,  who  can 
accuse  us  of  procrfistinatiou,  Ict  him  lay  Iris  eomplaint  against 
US  before  God,  before  our  new  master,  the  enlipli^  imd  i)efore 
you  yom*öelves,  Citizens  of  Memphis;  but  not  uow cojn]»aiiions 
m  misfortunes,  not  now!  Cease  now  your  crying  and  shriek- 
ing,  now  thfit  salvation  is  beckouing  to  you,  hearken  unto  me. 
Make  known  how  you  will  receive  mis  last  extreme  measm-e  of 
relief  that  I  am  come  to  reoonunend  to  youP' 

^'Hearhünl  Qniett  Downwiüithofie  that  intemipt  hunP' 
eomided  from  all  sides,  and  the  Speaker  continued: 

"  As  Christians^  we  first  appealed  for  suecor  to  our  Father 
in  heavcn,  to  our  only  divine  Saviour,  and  toHis  holy  Ohurch^ 
and  I  ask  you^  has  there  1)eon  any  lack  of  prayers,  of  divine 
Services,  of  processions,  of  offerings  of  incenser  No,  no,  my 
beloved  fellow  Citizens,  male  and  femalel  Each  of  you  will 
bear  me  witness,  assuredly  not!  But  Heavcn  has  sliown  itseif 
deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  to  our  iiecessities,  ay,  as  ilioiigli  it 
were  powcrlcss — uo,  not  as  if  powerless,  for  it  moves  its  hands 
proraptly  and  powerfully  enough  in  order  to  heap  up  woes 
upon  wocs.  All  that  humau  prudence  and  wißdom  could  dc- 
Tise  and  execute  has  been  done^  and  nothing  left  untried. 

The  old  arts  of  the  soroeress  and  magicians  and  of  the 
alchemists»  which  have  often  succeeded  in  breakin^  the  power 
of  the  evü  spirits^  ihey^  too,  have  proTen  deoepüre  imd  in- 
d^ectiTe. 
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Thcn  webethouglit  na  d  our  great  and  famons  fathers  and 
anoestois^  and  we  lemembered  ihat  we  have  in  our  midst  a  man 
who  knowB  mudi»  which  the  rest  of  ns  in  the  course  of  time 

have  lost  ßight  of  and  forgotten.  Dming  the  laborious  days 
and  nights  of  a  long  life  he  has  becomc  familiär  with  the  wia- 
dom  01  our  forefathers.  He  possesaes  the  key  to  their  writinga, 
as  to  the  secrets  of  the  ancients,  and  he  has  made  known  to  us 
"what  mcans  of  rescue  our  forefathers  made  use  of  when 
aßlictions  such  as  wo  are  now  suflfering  feil  npon  thcm,  and 
this  gray-hairod  old  man  at  my  side,  the  wbo  umi  honest  liorus 
Apollo,  will  disclose  to  us  the  secret.  Ikiiold  the  vcncrahle 
roÜH  in  his  hand!  They  teach  what  miracies  it  haä  duue  in 
former  days. 

Here  one  of  the  Citizens  Interrnjited  the  Speaker  with  the  cry : 
"  Hafl  to  Horns  A^Uo,  our  savior!"  and  thonsands  foUowed 
him^  and  hy  lond  cnes  expressed  their  thanks  and  approval  to 

the  old  man»  He  howed  modestly,  pointed  at  his  narrow  ehest 
and  sanken  lips,  and  then  directed  their  attention  to  the 
mayor  as  the  one  who  had  undertaken  to  make  known  to  the 
people  his  advice,  and  Aloxaiidcr  continnixl : 

Great  favor,  friends  aud  fellow  Citizens,  caii  hv  purchased 
only  by  great  ffiftn.  Our  forefathers  knew  this  Xact,  aud  whcn 
the  stream  upon  whicb,  as  we  all  well  know,  the  whole  weai 
and  woe  of  tnis  laud  depcnds,  failed  to  rise,  and  its  failure 
brought  with  it  calamities  of  manifold  nature,  they  made  a 
sacrince  to  it,  a  sacritiee  which  they  conbidered  tlie  uoblcst  the 
earth  could  produce:  a  pure  and  lovelj  yirgin. 

What  we  antidpatehas  come  to  pass:  ^ron  are  horrified!  I 
hear  yonr  mutterings,  I  behold  yonr  ternfied  faßes,  and  how 
could  the  soul  of  a  Christian  fail  to  feel  an  aversion  to.snch  a 
sacrifice?  Bat  is  it  in  reality  so  stränge  to  us?   Have  we  ever 

§iyen  ap  snch  practices  altosether?  Who  of  os  does  not  ad- 
rcss  his  prayers  to  Saint  Orion,  whetlier  in  private  at  our 
homes,  or  in  the  churches  untk'r  the  direc  tion  of  the  priest?, 
whenever  he  expects  a  gift  from  our  noble  .^tream,  and  during 
thiti  year  we  cast,  as  is  always  our  custom  on  tlie  nii^lit  of  the 
dripping,  amid  prayers  to  this  mint,  a  box  containini:  a  human 
finger  iiito  the  waves.*  I'iiis  more  insigiiiücaut  bacriüce  was 
iiitendcd  as  a  subötitute  for  the  luore  magnificjcut  one  of  the 
ancieuts;  it  was  made^  and  its  necessity  has  neyer  once  been 
qnestioned«  and  even  the  most  austere  and  holiest  lights  of  the 

*  As  latc  as  the  fourtoenth  cpnttirv  Mft'  r  diri^t.  a  niskot  ront4Umnga 
human  tinger  was  cast  by  the  Ecj'piiau  Cliii.Ntiaus  inlo  the  Nile  for  tbe 
purpoee  ofinducing  it  to  rfse.  This  was  reported  aod  confimiecl  In  an 
scoount     the  trustworthy  Makiial. 
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Chnrch,  such  as  Antonius  and  Athanasius,  Thcophilus  aud 
Cyril,  had  nothiug  to  urgo  against  it;  bcucath  their  very  eyes 
it  was  year  after  year  thrown  into  the  wayes. 

'^  Afinger  in  a  casket!  Miserable  Substitute  for  the  most 
beautiful  and  moet  glorions  thing  that  God  has  created  among 
men. 

"  Ought  we  to  be  surpriscd  if  the  saint  at  last  tums  with 
disgust  from  this  pitifiil  Substitute,  repels  it,  and  once  more 
demands  for  his  Nile  that  which  was  formerly  its  riffht? 

But  what  mother,  what  father,  you  ask,  is  at  this  time  of 
universal  selfishness  so  imbued  with  love  for  his  fatherland, 
his  province,  his  city,  as  to  be  Willing  to  giye  his  virgin  daugh- 
ter  a  sacrifice  to  the  waves  in  behaif  of  the  common  weal? 
^\hil^  (laughter  of  oiir  pcoplo  would  be  ready  for  the  sakc  of 
othcrs  and  of  her  owu  tuivaiiun  to  give  up  her  lifo  without  re- 
sistance? 

Bnt  calm  yonr  fearsl  Bo  not  be  apprehenaive  for  the 
safefy  of  yonr  yonnger  daughters^  the  darhngs  of  yonr  hearts! 
Have  no  fears  for  yonr  nieces,  your  sisters,  yonr  companions, 
vour  betrothcd  brides!  In  the  earliest  ages  a  stem  law  f or- 
!)ade  the  ancients  to  olfer  as  a  sacrifice  persons  of  Egyptian 
blood,  but  they  were  permittcd  to  sacrifice  foreigners  or  such 
as  worshiped  other  gods  than  their  own. 

Fellow  Citizens  and  companions  in  thefaith,  the  same  thing 
islawful  for  us.  And  now  pay  attention,  each  and  all  of  you: 
Does  it  not  seem  that  fate  itseK  desires  to  aid  us  at  last  to 
offer  to  Our  blesscd  Nile  this  sacrifice  that  during  so  many 
eonturies  has  been  denied  him?  He  calls  for  it,  and  it  is 
brought  to  ns^  as  if  by  a  mirade;  for  by  reason  of  a  crime  that 
in  no  manner  destroys  her  purity,  the  judges  haye  to-day  sen- 
tcnoed  to  death  a  loyely,  spotless  yii^gin,  a  foreigner,  and  in 
aildition  a  Greek  and  an  heretical  Melchite. 

**  This  appeals  to  you,  it  stirs  yonr  hearts  with  gratitude.  I 
Bee  it!  Prepare,  Üierefore,  for  your  marriage,  noble  stream, 
thou  bonefactor  of  this  land  and  this  nation!  The  virgin,  the 
bride  for  whoni  tliou  dost  pinc,  we  are  adorning  for  thee,  we 
shall  conduct  her  to  theo,  and  phe  Bhall  be  thine. 

"  And  you,  fellow  Citizens,  ye  inhabitants  of  Memplii-,  fel- 
low suircrers,''  and  at  these  words  the  mayor  bont  forward 
Over  the  portico  toward  the  pcople,  "  if  I  now  ask  you  for  your 
consent,  if  I  in  the  name  of  the  whole  senato  and  of  thi.s  gray- 
h^ed  old  man  ask  you — " 

Here  he  was  interrupted  byamightyycll  from  the  assembled 
mnltitude  that  seemed  to  pieroe  me  vezy  sky,  and  a  thousand 
Toioes  cried  aloud: 
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**  Into  the  "Nile  with  the  virgin  I" 
The  Melcliito  m  ill  be  wedded  to  the  stream!    Make  rcadv 
wreaths  ioi  tho  bilde  o£  the  Kile  aud  Towers  for  her  mar- 
riage!" 

Let  HS  reverencc  the  teiicliing  of  oiir  fathers!'^ 

"  Long  lü'e  to  our  counselorl  Long  live  ILoiLüi  Apollo! 
Hall  to  the  nder  of  our  city^' 

Such  were  the  enthnsiasöc  and  joyous  cries  that  wäre  heaid; 
onlyfromthe  north  aide  of  the  market^  where  the  empty  tables 
of  the  money-changers^  who  long  since  had  transferred  their 
gold  and  sUyer  to  places  of  safety^  were  still  standing  there 
proceeded  an  ominous  and  threatening  sound  of  mutteiing. 

The  bosom  of  the  child  upon  the  arm  of  the  Persian  had 
long  since  begun  to  heave  hearily  and  deeply.  She  wanted  to 
kiiow  whom  those  friends  np  tliere  had  selected  for  their  in- 
eane  and  heathenish  sacrifice,  and  when  Maria  bent  down  to 
Johanna  to  ascertaiu  wliether  she  shared  the  horrible  sn  j  icion 
that  had  forced  itself  upon  her,  slie  saw  that  the  eye^  ui'  the 
widow  and  of  her  daughter  were  swimniing  in  tears,  and  she 
knew  enough  and  asked  no  fnrther  qnesldons;  for  a  new  occur- 
rence  demanded  her  attention.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Öie 
money-changerB'  tables  a  hand  bolding  a  crucifiz  had  been 
raised  aloft,  and  the  child  observed  that  it  gradnally  and  con- 
atantly  approached  the  curia,  The  crowd  naade  way  for  tho 
man^  to  whom  they  weie  sobject,  for  the  holy  sign  which  lie 
.  bore,  and  it  seemed  to  Maria  as  thongh  tlie  nmltitude  feil  back 
beforc  the  ever-iulvan'-ing  image  of  tlie  crucüied  Saviour  likö 
the  waves  of  thr>  l{ed  8ea  beforc  the  Aying  people  of  God. 

The  murmurs  on  the  north  side  of  the  market  began  to  grow 
more  })owerful,  wliile  the  cries  of  the  multitnde  continually 
grew  weaker  and  every  voice  seemed  to  become  smotliered, 
and  now  arose  a  small,  weak,  but  proud  and  erect  fi^ure  in  tho 
attire  of  a  bishop,  that  asoended  the  steps  of  the  curia  and  dia- 
appeared  within  the  biulding. 

Keboimdin^,  the  cries  of  tho  people  dianged  into  a  disoon* 
tented»  inquisitiTe  murmur,  and  this  in  turn  died  away>  whea 
the  little  man,  who  nevertheless  ap])cared  tall  by  reason  of  the 
crucifix  which  he  continucd  to  hold  aloft^  appeared  upon  the 

£ortico  of  the  curia,  approached  the  parapet  and  ^fiT'tehed  out 
is  arm  with  the  image  of  the  cruciäed  Saviour  far  over  the 
front  raiiks  of  the  people. 

Tliercupon  old  iiorus  Apollo,  with  eyes  sparkling  with  rage, 
Ädvanced  toward  the  mayor  and  demanded  of  him  that  ho 
should  forbid  the  obtiuder  to  speak,  but  the  dyer  had  feit  the 
foroe  of  the  little  man's  powerf ol  eye^  aud  he  let  him  have  hia 
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way.  Kor  did  any  of  the  Senators  dare  to  obstract  bis  path^ 
for  thej  all  kncw  the  zcalous^  detexmmed,  and  leamed 
presbyter,  who  had  the  day  before  been  appointed  tbe  buc- 

cessor  of  the  deceased  Bishop  Plotinua 

And  now  the  ncw  shepherd  of  theu*  souls  cried,  as  lotidly  as 
be  could  raise  bis  voico,  to  his  rebollious  flock: 

"  Bohold  the  crucified  One,  and  hearkcn  unto  His  servant! 
Ye  long  for  the  blessmg  of  Christ,  and  yot  yc  tire  about  to 
perpetrate  this  heathenish  abomination.  Tbc  idolatrous  shouts, 
through  which  I  had  to  t'orce  my  way  to  yonr  eai-s,  will  be 
ih'ansformed  hito  a  howi  of  lameiitation  if  you  close  tlionx  and 
«re  deaf  to  tbe  words  of  salyation.  Ay,  matter  onl  Ye  can 
lot,  howeyer,  compel  my  ton^ue  to  keep  silenoe:  for  it  speaks 
trutb  that  can  not  be  made  to  bold  its  peacel  Be  it  known 
•0  every  one  wbo  bas  not  yet  heard  it  that  the  crook  of  tbe 
•leceased  Plotinns,  the  Symbol  of  episcopal  authority,  bas  been 
itransferred  to  me.  I  would  fain  use  it  with  meekness  and 
mndness,  yct  if  it  must  be  I  will  wield  it  like  a  sword  and  a 
icourge  imtil  your  wounds  bleed  and  your  bodies  burn  I 

•'Behold  here  tbe  image  of  yniir  Eedeemer  in  niy  right 
band.  I  plant  it  bkc  a  wall  bet^\eeu  you  and  your  lieailienish 
ab<jniination,  wbicb  in  your  bliudness  ye  haye  liaiied  with  eries 
of  praise.  Ye  madmeu,  ye  recreant  disciples!  Lift  up  your 
bearts  and  tum  your  eyes  to  Ilim  who  suifered  dcath  iipon 
tbe  cross  to  save  jou.  Yerfly^  yeiilj>  be  that  belieyeth  on 
Hirn  aball  not  pensh,  but  you^  where  is  your  faith?  While  it 
was  night  ye  cried  out:  'The  lighthasyanishedP  When  ye 
were  slck,  ye  dedared:  *  The  doctor  can  not  give  help!'  What 
hlasphemies  have  been  proclaimed  here:  '  Powerless/  ye  cried, 
'  is  the  Lord,  and  his  Church!  Enchantments,  ma^c,  heathen- 
ish misdeeds  sliall  save  nsl'  But  just  because  ye  have  not 
placod  your  lin|if  s  in  tlie  trne  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  but  in 
enchantments,  magic  and  lieathenish  crimes,  for  this  reason 
punishment  after  2)nuij5hment  is  heaped  upon  you,  and  so  it 
will  eontinue — I  sce  it  Coming — until  ye  l)e  sunken  in  themire, 
and,  groaning,  seek  after  the  ouly  haud  that  is  able  to  raise  you 
Up. 

*^  That  wherebyye  blind  chiMren  of  men  think  to  saye  yonr- 
fielyes  from  misfortune^  that,  that  yery  thing  is  the  chief 
sooroe  of  your  sorrows,  and  I  stand  here  now  to  choke  up  this 

poisoned  fountain  and  dig  for  it  a  bed. 

Ye  want  to  become  servants  o£  Moloch,  but  I  hope  to 
make  you  Christians  again.  The  virgin  whom  your  mad 
rage  would  plunge  into  (be  abyss  of  tlio  strcam  Hio  milthioss 
of  Our  noble  Church  takes  under  her  protection;  for  bj  her 
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corporcal  death  you  will  bring  about  the  death  of  yonr  sdhIs. 

Sainfc  Orion  tiims  with  disgust  away  f  rom  you.  Away,  away  with 
tho  unfortuTiat  o  sacrifice;  away,  away,  I  saj,  with  your  insane 
plans  imd  your  sacrilegious  liands — " 

And  lay  thom  in  your  laj).s  and  wring  them  in  prayer  iintil 
they  becomü  dioablcd,  UTid  t  lio  pestilenco  and  misery  have  car- 
ried  off  the  last  one  of  von!''  said  the  old  man,  interrnpting' 
the  bisliop,  in  a  voico  that  was  kcen  and  rasping,  but  thut 
could  bü  liuard  a  long  way  off,  and  froin  the  market  thoußands 
exraressed  their  approyal  by  a  lond  and  thimdering  cry. 

The  mayor,  ifho  up  to  this  time,  with  troubled  miiid  and 
bowed  head>  had  liatened  to  the  bishop,  once  more  lecoyered 
his  ei  lf-possession  and  cried  out,  almost  beside  himself : 

The  people  are  dying,  the  dty  and  the  whole  land  ore  go- 
in?  to  destni«  iion,  and  hom  the  stream  arise  pestilen^p  and 
runi.  DiRclose  to  us  some  other  mcans  of  rescnc,  or  eise  let  us 
look  to  Our  forefathers  and  try  the  la^^t  < 'xpf dient. 

But  thi^  little  man  raised  himself  up  stiii  morf*  ere^'t,  ]v)inted 
with  bis  k'ft  band  to  the  cruciiix,  and  cried  out  in  the  moöt  nn- 
alterable  eomposure: 

"Bellove,  Iioik  ,,  in^ayV 

*'  IIa\'o  we  not  abrcady  done  so?'^  cried  the  mayor.  **  Ko 
dymg  wife,  no  childwith  the  death-rattle  in  its  throat  has  cried 
to  you — " 

Ät  tiiese  words  new  sounds  of  tnmult  arose,  wilder  and  more 

powerf ul  than  cver,  and  each  one  whose  houso  and  whose  heart 
nad  been  visited  by  death,  whose  garden  and  plantation  wcre 
parched  up,  whose  datea  were  faUing  from  the  trees,  laiaed  hia 

voice  and  cried: 

The  sacrifice!  the  sacrifice!'* 

Into  the  streani  with  the  virginl*' 
**  All  hail  to  Our  saviors!  all  hail  to  Horns  ApoUol*' 
But  othcrs  cried  out  during  the  intervals: 

Let  US  remain  Christians!'* 

Aü  iiuü  to  Bibhop  Johnr' 
*  "Oursoulsl" 

In  the  meantime  the  prelate  attempted  to  get  the  attention 
of  the  people  again,  and  when  he  failä  in  this  he  tumed  onoe 
more  towMd  1;he  mayor,  the  Senators,  the  trumpeters,  and  at 
last  he  succceded  in  inducing  the  latter  to  blow  their  trumpets 
again  and  again,  louder  and  londer,  but  the  trumpet-blasts 
ha<^l  no  effect;  for  ?ome  of  the  groupe  had  got  togemer  upon 
tho  market-plaee,  and  tlio  ^euffling  and  fighting  threatened  to 
end  in  a  blooily  street-batt  Ic  T*?Y)tected  by  the  Masdakite, 
the  ladies  had  succceded  iu  ieavmg  the  market-place  before  th» 
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Arabian  horsemen  galloped  up  to  put  an  end  to  the  fight; 
Bishop  John,  howevcr,  doclared  to  the  fathers  of  the  city  upon 
the  portico  of  tho  cnria  that  he  woiild  makc  every  eflort  in 
his  power  to  prevent  the  inhuman  and  unchristian  sacrifice  of 
a  virgin^  even  though  she  were  a  Melcfaite  and  bad  been  laen- 
tenced  to  deatL  He  woiüd  to^ay  dispatch  a  carrier-pigeon  to 
Upper  E^7j»t,  and  request  the  dedsion  of  the  patriarcli.  When 
JTorus  A2)()llo  replied  to  him  that  the  representatire  of  the 
caiiph  had  given  his  <  onsent  to  the  sacrifioe^  aiirl  that  even  in 
Opposition  to  the  will  of  the  clergy  they  proposed  to  put  an  end 
to  the  siifforings  of  the  people,  the  bishop  grew  enraged  and 
throateiied  tho-e  who  had  coTu  eived  the  abominable  idea  with 
tlie  (  Urse  of  the  (  iiurt  h.  Theu  the  old  man  a2:ain  advanced 
to  niL'L't  him  witli  burnmg  eloquence,  the  Senators  in  despair 
adliennl  to  ihm,  and  the  bishop  left  the  curia  in  a  State  of  the 
deepetit  iiritation. 


To  tbe  qiuet^  retiring  vidow  of  BnfinnB  notfaing  ms  mor» 
insufferable  than  a  mob. 

The  unrestraiiud  passion,  the  noise  and  tumult  and  all  the 
coarseness  with  which  one  comes  in  oontact,  offended  her  ten- 
der  nature,  and  during  the  speech  of  the  old  man  her  only  de- 
sire  had  been  to  escapo  tlio  noise  and  tnmnlt  of  the  market- 
place,  but  as  soon  as  she  became  coTivniced  that  PauJa  was  the 
unfortunate  creature  whora  her  hürrioie  guest  proposed  lo  de- 
hver  np  to  the  snpersliüou  of  the  populace,  she  no  longer 
thoui^ht  of  returuiug  honie,  but  endur(xi  the  inconvenience  of 
remaming  in  the  cxcwä,  and  finally  cansed  Hassan  to  escort 


course  thither  lay  throngh  the  most  frequented  streets. 

Had  the  inexpressible  and  horrible  fate  that  awaited  Panla 
already  foond  its  way  to  1h  r  throngh  the  wails  of  the  prison^ 
or  would  it  still  be  vouchsai'cd  lo  her,  Johanna,  to  prepare  her 

for  it  and  to  ofTor  her  consolation;  for  tlie  death  tiiat  already 
tliroatened  her  mmt  have  aimofit  driven  her  to  the  brink  of 

despair? 

icsterday  tho  jailer  wovdd  willingly  and  without  any  objec- 
tion  have  permitted  her  to  Hce  Paula,  for  Kahdi  had  ordered 
him  to  show  botli  her  and  Orion  every  considerai  lun,  but  the 
threats  of  Wekil  caused  him  to  ref  use  Johanna  Ihis  privilege 
to-day;  bat  while  ahe  was  talking  with  him  his  üttle  infant 
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boy,  with  whom  Pulclieria  had  the  day  before  playcd  In  her 
arfectionate  manner,  again  8tr<'tr'hed  out  bis  little  arms  to  her, 
a!id  she  raised  him  up  and  kisscd  him,  and  thereby  made  a 
deep  iniprtiöäiüu  upon  tne  hearts  of  the  jailer'ää  lamily,  but  the 
deepest  upon  the  heart  of  the  child's  } oimsr  motber,  and  she 
again  took  the  ladies  under  her  protcctioii  und  vvon  for  them 
her  hiisbfuid'8  isefor, 

At  the  mn  of  her  parents  beneafh  the  pahn-trees  the  pretty 
Emau  had  been  wonl;  to  wait  upon  the  joyoos  Orion  far  moro 
wülingly  than  upon  many  other  of  her  giiests,  and  her  hnsband, 
who  in  true  Egyptian  fashion  was  thorouffhly  obcdient  to  his 
Bpouse,  had  not  been  cntircly  free  from  jealonsy^  but  now  thafc 
bc  had  asccrtained  that  the  lovely  Damascus  girl  was  Orion^s 
betiothed  hc  sbowed  himfiftlf  iar  more  afi[able  toward  the  son 
of  his  benefactor. 

To-day  it  was  nnnsually  noisy  and  tumultuous  in  ilie  hirge 
halls  of  the  crimiiials;  a-s  was  always  the  case  when  the  judgcs 
proiiouuced  scntence  uf  death,  and  the  ladies  shuddered  ^vllen 
they  heard  the  yeUs  and  cries  of  these  unfortunate  peopie.  Of 
manj  a  shrill  crj  it  was  imposäble  to  say  whether  it  had  ita 
origm  in  mere  wüd  ezcess  of  ^irits  or  in  fearful  pain,  and  it 
would  hare  been  scaroely  possible  to  oonceiye  a  more  suitable 
accompaniment  for  theee  fnghtful  sounds  than  the  rattling  of 
diains. 

When  the  ladies  at  length  reached  Paula's  cell  their  hearts 
beat  with  increascd  apprehension,  for  beliind  that  door  which 
the  jailer  was  now  about  to  open  must  be  found  both  despair 
and  agonizing  fear  of  deatli. 

The  jjnsüuer  was  bland ing  at  the  window  with  her  forehead 
pressed  against  the  iron  crosü-bars,  and  libtened  out  into  the 
dark  night  at  hur  lover^s  niusic,  which  üouuded  amid  tlie  u])- 
roar  of  the  criminals  like  the  musical  report  of  bells  in  the 
midst  of  a  thunder-stoim. 

Near  her  neat  little  conch  the  nnrse  sat  dozing  irith  her 
spmdle  in  her  lap,  and  neither  she  nor  her  mistreas  observed 
tne  ladies  enter  the  room.  A  nrretched  httle  lamp  cast  its 
gloomy  light  around  the  cell. 

Maria  wanted  to  rush  into  the  arms  of  her  frif  iid,  but 
Johanna  held  her  back  and  called  Paida  gently  and  tunderly 
by  name.  But  she  was  not  heard;  pain  and  fear  of  death  had 
perhaps  taken  complete  possuasion  of  lier  fouI.  The  wido^ 
then  raised  her  voice  louder.  and  thi.s  tinic  tlio  uiilortunate  girl 
tumed  around  and  uttered  a  wild  erv  of  (ioh'irht.  hastencd  to- 
ward  her  faithful  frieiidü,  who  had  knowu  huw  tu  Ihid  her  evcji 
in  prison,  ancj  drew  first  the  widow,  then  Pulcheria,  and  theu 
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the  child  tenderlv  to  her  bosom,  and  when  Johanna  took  her 
face  tenderlv  in  ner  hands  to  kiss  her  and  to  see  how  far  sor- 
row  and  appreliciisioii  liad  alterod  her  Ijcautifiü  featiires,  she 
uttered  a  littlc  cry  of  astonisliineut,  for  she  had  by  uo  means 
looked  into  a  face  tliat  was  chauged  by  grief  and  aiixiety,  bnt 
into  one  füll  of  joy  and  peace,  and  eyes  that  looked  at  her  with 
an  expression  füll  of  brightuuss  and  gratitudo. 

Could  ifc  he  poBsible  mat  they  haa  ooncealed  from  her  what 
was  awaitinff  her? 

JSoi  for  at  onoe  be^an  with  fhe  question  whether  she  had 
heard  of  her  condemnation.  And  now  she  began  to  narrato 
her  experiences  before  the  judges,  and  how  the  friend  and 
adopted  father  of  Philippus^  her  ktiid-lieartod  Philippus^  had 
sudaenly  and  inexphcably  evinced  towaixl  her  tho  most  im- 
placable  enmity.  At  thesc  wnrds  her  friends  could  no  lon<]:or 
restraiii  their  tears;  but  Paula  tried  to  console  them,  and  told 
thern  that  öhe  hail  found  in  Kahdi  a  kiud  and  paternal  friend, 
who  had  promised  to  soiicit  the  clemency  of  the  caüph  on  her 
behalf. 

Johanna  was  scarcely  able  to  controi  herseif  in  listening  to 
all  this.    This  girl  and  her  heroism  in  the  presence  of  so  ter- 
rible  a  miaf ortnne  seemed  to  her  almost  a  imracle. 
Beautiful  oonfidence!  But  hovea^yit  midbt  be  misplaced. 


the  anchor  of  her  hopcs.  Even  Maria  seemed  to  feel  more 
anxiety  than  her  friend^  and  threw  herseif  weeping  into  her 

arms. 

Paula  TP turned  her  t ender  embraces  and  tried  to  appeaso 
Pulclieria  about  the  shanu  ful  treatment  the  old  man,  who  waa 
now  their  guest,  had  inflicted  upon  her,  mä  slie  niniled  aiTec- 
tionately  at  the  widow  Aviieii  the  latter  askcd  her  huw^ho  coukl 
rcniaia  so  quiet  and  cuniposed  in  view  of  such  tcrriblu  mis- 
fortuuc,  and  repHcd  that  her  examplo  had  taiight  her  to  bear 
with  humility  eyea  the  greatest  afflictions.  She  had  found 
even  in  these  dark  hours  far  more  ground  for  joy  than  for 
complaint,  for  out  of  them  had  arisen  for  her  glorious  good 
forfcune.  And  now,  for  the  first  time  Joliaima  and  the  young 
girls  remembered  that  she  was  engaged^  and  onoe  more  she 
was  embraoed  by  lovin^  arms. 

At  this  moment  the  jailer  knocked,  and  Paula  raised  herself 
thoughtfuliy  up  und  Faid,  in  a  subduod  tone: 

Ihave  sometliing  to  staid  to  Orion  wliieliT  ean  not  intrusfc 


and  how  insecure  was 


omcraid,  gavu  it  to  thö 


Digitized  by  Google 


468 


THX  BRn>E  OV  TSE  ITILIS» 


little  gii  l,  and  instructed  her  to  give  it  to  Orion  as  soon  aa 
ßhe  fouiid  herseif  alonc  with  him.  In  thc  little  note  in  which 
the  jewel  was  wra])ptil  ehe  requested  her  betrothed  to  cousider 
it  as  his  propertj,  and  to  satisfy  the  claim  of  the  Church  with 
it 

The  jaüer  was  eosily  peranaded  to  condnct  the  chfld  to  her 
ancle«  and  with  what  joy  and  happmess  did  the  little  girl  lead 

the  way  to  her  uncle's  cell.  His  joy  at  .seeing  the  child  again 
was  great,  and  he  pressed  the  emerald  thankfully  to  his  ups; 
but  when  ßhe  exclaimed  to  her  imcle  that  her  prophecy  had 
come  trne  and  that  Paula  was  his,  he  contraeted  his  brow,,  and 
füll  of  deep  ear7i(\^tTii'ss,  he  lamonted  to  the  eliiid  that  he  had 
probably  won  bis  beloved  only  to  lose  her  a;j:ain. 

**  But  Kahdi  is  your  friend,  and  will  procure  for  you  bofch 
the  cali]}h"!S  pardoni"  exchiimed  the  httle  girl. 

**  But  another  enenxj  iias  suddenly  appeared  against  us — 
llorus  Apollo. " 

'*  Oh,  OUT  old  manl''  exclauned  Üie  duld«  in  a  tone  of 
harshness.      If  you  only  knew^  Orion!  And  with  it  all  to 
haye  to  live  under  the  same  roof  with  himr' 
You?"  cried  the  young  man. 

"  Yes  I  and  Pul  and  mother  Johanna!"  And  now  Maria 
narrated  how  the  old  man  had  come  to  their  house,  and  f  rom 
nuracroiis  hints  Orion  guesscd  that  shc  was  concealing  some- 
thing  ini])orlant  froni  him,  and  fo  he  uri^a^d  ber  not  to  keep 
aiiything  from  him,  and  at  lengtli  the  child  could  no  longer 
rcsist  teUinff  him  all  that  she  had  heard  and  seen. 

He  then  bes^an  to  lose  his  entire  peace  of  niind  and  conipos- 
ure.  Beside  liimself  with  grief  he  called  aloud  the  iiaiuc  oi  Iiis 
betrothed,  and  longed  passionately  for  the  retum  of  the  Arabian 
Commander  Amr,  the  oidy  man  who  could  give  aid  at  thia 
time  of  diref ul  necessilrjr.  He  now  eentered  all  his  hope  in 
him.  Ue  had  shown  himself  almost  a  second  lather  to  liim> 
and  had  introsted  to  him  a  difficult  but  beautiful  problem  for 
Solution. 

Into  which  you  haye  plnnged  heels  oTer  headl"  exclaimed 

the  chiM. 

"  Düring  my  ioumey  I  have  thought  over  everything, ' '  re- 
joined  Orion.  *  Yesteitlayl  also  atteni])lr(l  to  write  down  the 
nrst  part,  but  I  lackt  d  exactly  what  i  niost  iioeded,  the  maps 
and  lists!    !Nilus  had  colleetod  theni  all  togothcr,  and  they 


and  I  ordered  them  to  be  sent  to  the  hou;äe  of  llufiaus— '* 

For  me  to  take  care  of ?"  interrupted  the  child^  with  beam« 
ing  eyes.    '*  Oh,  they  are  therel   I  saw  the  manuscripts  them.' 


were  to  be  carried  alo 


iih 


trip  with  the  uuuö. 
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selves  when  we  were  emptying  the  drawers  for  tlio  old  man, 
and  to-morrow,  to-morrow  moming  early  you  Hhaü  have  them 
all. ' ' 

Orion  thcn  kissed  the  child  upon  the  forehead  hastily  but 
with  heart  overflowing,  and  then  strack  upon  Üie  wall  of  his 
cellwiih  his  fist  and  exdaimed,  after  a  grating  sonnd  Lad  been 
heaid  on  the  other  aide: 

Good  news,  Nilns!  The  plans  and  lists  hare  been  found; 
I  fih^  have  them  to-morrow/' 

**  Splendid answered  the  voioe  of  the  treasnrer  from  the 
next  room.  "We  need  something  to  console  us!  A  ehort 
while  ago  I  receiTed  a  oompanion  wno  laid  violent  hands  njmsn 
an  Arabian  horseman  in  a  tumult  in  the  market-place^  Me 

has  told  me  most  rovolting  news. 

"  "WTiich  alfects  my  betrothed?'^ 
Alas,  maBter,  'tis  truc!'' 

**  I  have  already  been  informed  of  the  iiews/'  replied  tho 
yoimg  man,  and  after  excbaugiiig  a  few  more  Avords  concern- 
mg  tbe  mad  proposition  of  old  Horns  Apollo,  Nilus  t;ontinued: 
My  fellow  prisoncr  tclld  me  furtber  tbat  tbu  Arabians, 
while  he  was  detained  in  the  guard-house,  spoke  of  a  messenger 
from  the  Commander,  who  announced  the  arrival  of  their  mas- 
ter  in  Medina,  and  declared  fnrther  that  he  intended  to  make 
only  a  ahort  stay  in  that  city.  Consequently  they  would  not 
have  to  await  his  retum  a  very  long  time. 

And  so  he  will  have  started  long  before  Kahdi's  messenger 
arrives  and  delivers  to  the  calipb  bis  petition  for  royal  clemency. 
We  can  now  place  our  hopes  in  Amr  and  Amr  alone,  and  if 
we  could  only  get  word  to  him  on  his  joumey — 

He  would  certainly  not  hnger  long  in  Upper  Egjpt;  lio 
wonld  hasten  his  arriral,  or  send  a  rcprcsentative  m  ith  fuU 
powers  in  advance/*  was  beard  tbrougb  tbe  wall.    "  If  wo 

only  bad  a  tnistwortliy  man  to  send  to  meet  bim:  Our  pcople 
are  scatlereil  to  tbe  four  winds,  and  to  searcb  for  them  now — 

At  tbese  words  tbe  clear,  cbüdißhYoice  of  Maria  interrupted: 

**  I'U  provide  a  messeuger/' 

"  You?    But  reflect,  my  cbild!'^  interruptM  Orion. 
8hc,  liowcYcr,  paid  no  beed  to  Iiis  objections,  but,  ccrtiuii  of 
her  plan,  continued,  with  animation: 

Everytbing,  cvory  single  tliin<j:  sball  bo  re])orted  to  him! 
May  I  teil  bim  also  of  tbe  part  i  bave  beard  you  took  lu  liie 
escape  of  the  nuns?'' 

**lSo,  ander  no  drcumstancesr'  exdaimed  Nilns  and  Orion, 
omnltaneously^  and  Maria  inferred  from  this  exclamation  that 
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her  offer  liadbeen  acceptcd^  and  clapped  her  hands^  exclainiing, 
with  aniniatioii  and  cheeks  aglow: 

The  messenger  shall  start  to-morrow.  Trust  all  to  mc,  '  I 
shall  manage  it  as  well  as  the  oldest  person  could.    And  now 

toll  mc  accnrately  tho  ronte  hc  miist  takc.  For  safety's  sake 
ßcrateh  the  names  of  thc  Station s  liere  upon  mj  tablet —  But 
wait  a  mument,  I  must  tilgst  Bmootli  it  on!^* 

"  What  is  that  writtcn  tliere  in  the  wax?'*  asked  Orion 

A  largo  heart  with  numeroua  little  Squares  in  it.  Wliat 
does  that  meau?" 

N^onsense!*' exolaimed  the  child,  somewhat  embarrassed« 

I  was  Bimply  äho^rinff  how  I  divid^  my  heart  among  those 
I  loye.  One  whole  hm  beloncrs  io  onr  Fanla^  ihis  Square  is 
yours,  but  there,  there^  there/'  and  with  these  words  she  thrust 
thc  Stylus  into  the  wax.  "  Here  I  had  granted  the  old  man  a 
little  place.  Yoii  dare  to  come  again  before  my  eyes,,  you 
just  dare!''  And  so  sayiiig,  she  poHshed  tho  wax  with  her 
nimble  Uttlo  fingers,  and  Orion  traced  in  the  wax  in  the  place 
where  the  era.^cd  lieart  had  hcen,  "  The  plaything  of  a  child; 
matters  upon  wliiuli  dcju-iided  tiielives  of  two  individiials.^"  lle 
did  it  with  perfect  coiitidence  in  fate  and  in  the  conscientious- 
ness  of  his  little  confederate.  On  the  next  day  she  was  to  re- 
ccive  early  in  the  moniing  a  kttcr  für  the  generaL 

**  But  a  fast  rider — and  Amr  always  selects  the  read  by  way 
of  the  mountains  and  Berenico— is  expensiye^^'  obsenrä  the 
treasurer^  aud  eyen  if  we  were  to  deyote  onr  last  remaming 
gold  pieces  to  the  matter^  they  would  hardly  be  snffidenf 

"  You  keep  your  gold,  you  haye  need  for  it  here,"  said  the 
child,  Interrupt in^  Mm.  ''But  wait!  There  are  mypeark 
and  my  mothor's  je  weis;  wo  might — but — '* 

"  One  ought  not  to  part  with  such  things,  my  precious  little 
golden  heart/'  added  Orion. 

"  Oh,  yes.  vrs.  What  can  I  do  Avith  them?  But  mother 
Johanna  has  my  mother's  jewels  stored  away. 

"  And  you  hesitate  to  ask  her  for  them?"  asked  the  young 
man. 

Hc  then  tumed  to  the  treasurer,  and  as  he  handed  the  neces- 
sary  sum  oyer,  Orion  drew  feom  his  finger  a  costly  sapphire, 
gaye  it  to  Iforia  and  instructed  her  to  band  it  to  her  £)6ter- 
mother.    The  Jew  Gamaliel  would  for  such  a  pledge  giye  her 

as  nuich  as  she  might  need. 

With  joy  Maria  took  the  gern,  but  when  the  jaüer  appeared 
a  few  moments  hxtcr  her  joy  suddenly  changed  to  sorrow,  and 
^e  took  leaye  of  Orion  as  though  she  vere  parting  with  him 
forevei; 
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As  they  wcre  going  jiloTig  tlie  passage  learling  to  Paula's  cell 
the  jailer  suddenly  stopped  short;  for  there  were  some  peopie 
asceuding  the  steps. 

If  it  should  liappen  to  be  the  ncgro  Wekil,  and  he  wcre  to 
find  visitors  in  the  prison  at  such  an  hour!   But  no! 

Two  lamps  were  being  carried  in  front  of  the  gneet^  and  in 
the  reflection  her  companion  recognized  John  the  Presbyter^ 
tho  new  Bishop  of  Memphis,  who  had  of  ten  bef ore  visitea  tiie 
pri^oiiers  to  give  them  consolation. 

'I\)-(lav  tlie  desire  of  seeing  the  condemned  Meldiite  lady 
brought  him  so  lato  to  the  prison.  Marians  dress  and  manner 
caused  him  at  oncc  to  see  that  she  was  not  connected  with  any 
ofhcer  of  the  j^ri-^oii,  luid  as  süoti  ;i  -  ho  liad  ascortaincd  who  she 
was  he  Avliispered  to  his  atteudaut,  an  old  deacon  whom  lic 
always  took  with  him  when  he  was  going  to  visit  female 
prisoners: 

**  She  foimd  liere!*'  ^Vfter  being  infornied  witli  whom  the 
child  had  conie  thither  at  so  lale  an  hour,  he  agaiu  luined  to 
bis  offlcial  attendant,  and  said^  in  a  Bnbdned  tone: 

The  wife  and  daughter  of  BnfinnB.  So!  I  have  had  these 
Oreeks  in  my  eye  for  a  long  time.  Once  or  twice  a  year  at 
church!  Melchites  in  disguise!  Intirnate  with.  the  Damascus 
ffirl!  And  the  granddaughter  of  the  Mukankas  is  being 
bronght  np  with  such  surroundings!  An  ineane  game!  Ben- 
jamin has  again  been  right  in  his  Piispicion,  now  as  ever!'' 
Thcn  he  again  lowered  his  voice  and  inquired:  Whether  thoy 
shall  takc  her  with  them  at  once?"  and  whcn  the  deacon  sug- 
gested  some  objections  to  doing  so,  he  rejohud  promptly: 

"  You  are  right;  it  suflices  for  thepresent  to  know  where  she 
livcs. " 

In  the  meanwhile  the  jailer  had  opened  Paula's  cell,  and  be- 
fore  entering  the  bishop  addressed  a.  few  kiud  words  to  the 
chnd,  and  asked  her  whether  ehe  did  not  long  to  see  her 
mother,  and  when  Maria  answered:  **  Very  oftenP'  he  con- 
ti nued,  pasrang  his  bony  band  throngh  her  locks,  and  said: 

I  thought  so.  You  havc  a  pretty  name^  my  child,  and  as 
your  mother  has  done,  so  will  you  perhaps  some  day  devote 
your  lif«  to  the  Service  of  that  woman  of  all  women  after 
whom  you  were  baptized,  Mary.'' 

Thereupon  he  entered  the  cell,  leading  the  little  girl  by  the 
band,  and  while  Paula  looked  w  it  li  some  embarra^sment  at 
tho  pj  iest  who  cnme  to  visit  her  at  !So  late  an  liour,  bpth 
Juiiaiina  and  Puh  licria  recofirnized  in  him  the  noble  priest 
who  had  so  bravely  resisted  tho  old  üiiiii  und  the  nii^gtiultd 
people,  and  madc  au  humble  and  deep  courtcsy  to  him.  Tho 
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bisliop  obseryed  this,  and  conclndod  that  tliese  Greeks  mighfe 
perliaps  alter  all  bclong  to  Iiis  rimrch.  At  aiiy  rate  the  cLild 
could  bo  ieft  with  them  wifli  perfect  sccuritya  fewdays  longer. 
After  he  had  exchanged  ineiidly  words  with  the  ladies,  the 
widow  prepared  to  yield  the  üeld  to  him  and  to  take  Icave. 
Thcreupon  the  bi;3hüp  approached  her,  and  announced  to  her 
his  mtention  of  pa;jmg  her  a  visit  on  the  next  day  or  the  day 
thereafter.  It  pertauncä^  he  said^  to  the  happmess  of  a  person 
who  was  dear  to  them  both,  and  Johanna^  mo  belieyed  uiat  he 
was  taUdng  of  Paula,  whispered  to  hün: 

"  She  has  no  idea  yet  of  the  horrible  fate  with  wliich  the 
people  threaten  her.  Ii  poseible,  spare  her  this&rightful  intelii- 
gence  bcfore  she  seeks  her  night 's  resf 

If  poBsible!^'  rcpeated  the  dirine;  and  when  Maria,  in  tak- 
ing  Icave  of  him  ki^^sed  his  hand,  he  drew  her  to  him  and  said: 
"The  Christ-child  and  every  Christian  child  belongs  to  its 
mother.  You  are  blessed  above  thoiisandö,  Maria!  Heaven 
claimed  your  father  aö  a  martyr,  your  mofher  has  consecrated 
herseif  to  Heaven.  Your  way  is  marked  out  for  you,  uiy 
child;  reflect  about  this  matter!  To-morrow — no,  day  after 
io-morrow  I  shaU  come  and  start  jon  upon  this  new  road.'' 

Johanna  tnmed  pale  when  ehe  heara  these  words;  for  now 
for  the  first  time  she  understood  what  the  ob ject  of  the  bish- 
op's  Yisit  to  her  was,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  stairway  she  threw 
her  arms  around  the  child  and  asked  her,  softly: 

**  Do  you  pine  for  the  cloister;  would  you  like  to  lead  the 
life  of  a  nun  far  away  from  us,  like  your  mother,  bent  upon 
the  salvation  of  your  ovri^  soul  alone  in  that  state  of  undis- 
turbed  liappiness  whick  Pul  has  perhaps  more  thau  once  de- 
scribed  to  you?'* 

But  the  child  answered  this  question  with  an  emphatic 
denial,  and  when  Johanna  let  her  head  sink  upon  her  Bosom 
with  an  expression  of  grief  and  care  in  her  face,  Maria's  face 
again  briehtened  np,  «al  she  exdaimed: 

"  Just  hare  no  fear,  dear  mother I  £y  day  after  to-morrow 
a  o'eat  many  changes  may  oocnr!  Let  my  lord  bishop  come. 
Vü  know  how  to  manage  \^dth  him.  Oh,  you  do  not  know 
me  yeti  I  have  been  like  a  little  lamb  among  you  durin^  all 
these  misfortunes  and  serious  events,  but  there  is  something 
entirely  different  within  me;  you  will  be  surprisedP' 
Kather  remain  as  you  are!"  said  the  widow. 

"  Always  and  forevir  iull  of  love  for  you  and  Pul;  but  I 
have  bccome  an  important  coufidential  agont;  to-murrow 
morning  early  I  have  >()niethini^  very  important  to  do  for 
Orioii.    Somethiiig —   liui^iuu  will  accompany  me.  Impop 
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tant>  yery  important,  my  dear  mamma!  Bnt  what  it  is  I  dare 
not  teil  a  soul  on  eaxth,  not  eyen  you ' 
At  Uns  point  sho  was  interrupted^  f or  the  massive  door  of 

thc  prison  opened  before  them  with  a  loud  noiae. 

It  was  closed  again  for  the  bishop  a  fcw  honrs  later,  for  his 
convcrsation  with  Paula  lasted  that  length  ol'  time. 

To  the  question  whether  she  avus  an  orthodox  Greok,  or,  as 
the  people  expressed  it,  a  Mek  hite,  she  gave  an  affirmative  au- 
swer,  and  added  that  if  he  had  conie  to  see  her  iur  the  purpose 
of  ])eräuading  her  to  abjnre  the  l'aith  of  her  fathers,  his  trouble 
wuuld  be  in  vain ;  but  that  bhe  reispected  in  hini  the  Christian, 
the  priest,  the  scholar,  the  man  wnom  her  deceased  nnde  had 
heia  in  the  highest  esteem  among  all  the  divines  of  his  confes* 
sion»  and  she  wonld  g]adly  disclose  to  Jam,  in  view  of  her  ap- 
proaching  death,  all  that  was  agitating  her  heart. 

Ile  then  looked  into  her  quiet,  pure  eyes,  and  if  he  had  been 
wilhng  after  her  first  answer  to  threaten  her  with  the  dread- 
f ul  fate,  \yh\ch.  ho  had  striven  on  the  market-place  to  averfc 
f  roni  her,  he  now  remembored  thc  request  of  the  Jdnd  Greek 
lady  and  imposed  siience  upon  himself. 

Üntil  niidnight  he  hstened  to  her  dovy  of  all  the  ha])piness 
aiid  ßorrow  she  had  experienced  in  her  yoimg  Hfe;  his  sharp 
intellect  examinod  her  heart,  his  own  heart  received  strength 
aiid  cüurago  i'roni  hers,  and  when  he  had  left  iitr  and  was 
wendiug  his  way  homeward  attended  by  his  deacon^  the  first 
words  with  wbicb  he  bioke  the  silenoe  that  had  lasted  for  a  long 
while,  was: 

"  While  you  were  sleeping,  God  bestowed  upon  me,  through 
tlic  instrumentality  of  ihis  heretical  chüd  oC  tiie  world,  an 
edifying  hour.^' 


CHAPTEK  XLV. 

MARIA  MATUKES  HER  PLAN"  OP  RESCUR 

Ai'TKR  the  door  of  the  huge  prison  had  closed  behind  the 
ladit'H  they  returned  along  tho  still  hot,  but  quiet  streets, 
.Johanna  leaning  on  Puieheria's  arm,  and  Hassan,  with  Maria, 
following  behind. 

The  good  heart  of  tho  giant  was  attached  to  the  child,  and 
now  and  then  he  wonld  pass  his  huge  band  across  his  eyes, 
while  she  was  explaining  to  him  what  the  scene  that  he  nad 
witnessed  in  the  market-place  had  signified,  and  what  a  fearfnl 
end  was  threatening  Paula. 

At  times  he  would  interrupt  her  with  stränge  sounds,  which 
gaye  ezpressioa  to  his  gnef  and  anger,  for  he  looked  up  to  his 


Digitized  by  Google 


474  THE  BKIBE  OF  THE  J31LE. 


beaiitifiil  protoctress  as  to  some  liiglicr  belüg,  and  Maiiduna 
liad  üf teu  rcmarked  that  she  could  never  forget  what  the  noble 
young  lady  Lad  done  for  her. 

I,   broke  out  Hassan^  raising  bis  powerful  fist,  "  if  I 
cotild  only  do  m,  they  shoold — and  the  httle  girl  at  these 
words  glanced  up  at  him  with  a  knowing  and  beBeeching  ez- 
pressioii^  and  ezclaimed^  earnestly: 
**  You  can,  Hassan,  you  can! 

''I?"  asked  the  Persian,  in  amazement,  and  shook  his  head 

incredulously. 

**  Yes,  you,  Hassan;  exactly  you.  In  tho  pi  isoii  yonder  an 
arrangement  was  made,  and  if  you  were  only  inciined  to  help 

US— 

**  Inciined/*  langhed  the  brave  fellow,  striking  Iiis  breast. 
He  tlien  coniiiiUüd  in  a  broken  Greek  that  was  peculiar  and 
entirely  his  own,  bnt  vhich  was  quite  easy  to  nnderstand:  "  I 
will  give  hide  and  hair  to  help  tho  young  lady;  ouh  peak 
ont!'^ 

The  child  then  drew  her  arms  aronnd  the  etrong,  muscular 
arm  of  the  giant,  and  drew  liim  to  her,  and  said: 

\Ve  knew  very  well  that  you  had  a  grateful  heart.  But 
look/'  here  she  interruptcd  herseif  and  asked  in  a  totally 
different  tone  of  voicc:     Do  von  believc  m  a  God?    Or  wait, 

*-■  ^  ' 

do  you  know  what  a  sacred  oath  is?  Can  you  swear  by  any- 
thing?  Oh,  yes,  yes,"  and  now  she  raised  herseif  to  her  füll 
height  and  continued,  in  a  solemn  tone:  Swear  to  nie  by 
your  betrothed  bride  Mandana,  and  ad  sui-ely  as  you  belle vo 
that  öhe  loves  you — " 
"  But,  my  little  darhng— '* 
Swear  by  her  ihat  whskt  I  am  abont  to  teil  you  you  will 
never  betray  to  any  human  being,  not  eyen  to  Motner  Johanna 
or  to  Pol,  and  not  even  to  your  .Mandana^  unless  it  will  be  im- 
possible  to  help  it^  and  only  then  when  ahe  has  promised  you 
ßacredly — 

What  then?  I  am  beginning  to  grow  uneasy;  what  am  I 

to  swear?" 

**  Kot  to  betray  what  1  am  about  to  teil  you  in  confidenoe." 
"Well,  certainly,  my  little  mistress,  I  can  proimse  that.*' 
Thereu|)0u  Maria  drew  along  breath  and  aftur  ji  long  draw^n- 
out  **  Ah!"  blie  disclosed  to  him  that  it  was  neeessary  to  send  a, 
trustworthy  messenger  tu  ineeL  llie  eommander  Amr,  in  order 
to  be  in  time  to  save  Paula,  and  then  followed  the  qnestlon, 
whether  he  was  familiär  with  the  road  across  the  moontains 
from  Babylon  to  old  Berenice,  and  when  he  replied  that  he  had 
just  come  o?er  that  roate^  and  that  it  was  the  one  nearest  th» 
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seawhen  one  was  going  to  I3schidda  and  Medina,  she  repeatc^d 
her  "  Ah!''  in  a  tone  of  deep  satisfactiou,  seized  bis  band  and 
continued  wliile  ülie  pkyed  witli  Iiis  large  fingers,  iu  a  tone  of 
flattcry,  bnt  at  the  sariic;  tinie  of  nrc^ent  reqiiest: 

■**  And  novv,  my  good,  noble  Ha.>>an,  ihere  is  only  one  single 
trustwortby  messenger  in  Mempbis,  but  be,  you  see,  be  bas  a 
betrothed  oride,  and  conseqnentlj  would  much  rather  marrj 
and  depart  f  or  his  home  witn  Ms  than  help  ns  to  save  the 
life  of  poor,  nnfortuiiate  Paula. 

"  Tlic  rascal!*'  growled  tbe  Persian. 

Then  Maria  borat  out  laugbing:  Yes,  tbo  rasoalP'  and  she 
continued,  in  a  tone  of  merriment:  But  you  are  abusing 
yonrsclf,  stupid  Hassan,  yon,  you  are  tho  mosscnger  whom  I 
mean,  tbe  only  faitbful  and  trustwortby  one  far  or  ixear. 
You,  you  must  go  to  meet  tbe  Commander — " 

Ir'  exelaimed  tbe  caravan-leader,  ütoppiug  stiil  lo  give 
vent  to  bis  surprise,  but  Maria  dragged  bim  forward  and  saidr 

Come  on^  or  eise  tbey  will  observe  us:  yes,  you,  you  are 

to— 

Bat,  mj  child,  my  child,''  interrapted  the  Peraiflii  in  a 
tone  of  complaint;  "  I  must  retnm  to  my  master,  and  I,  you 

Bee,  wbatever  is  right — 

"  You  just  don^  want  to  leave  your  beloved  Mandana,  even 
though  on  that  accouut  tbe  kind  young  lady  wbo  watcbed  nigbt 
and  day  by  your  beds  meets  witb  ber  deatb,  tbo  most  borriole 
and  cruel  deatb  that  can  be  conccived  of.  That  other  person, 
wbom  nobody  had  nursod  tili  lie  was  restored  to  health,  you 
Were  quick  enougli  to  call  bim  '  a  rascal/ 

But  be  considerate!  Lirfteu  to  nie,  my  litllo  mistressl^* 
interruj)ted  Hassan  again,  drawing  Iiis  band  uwuy  from  lier. 
**  'Tis  true  I  intcnded  to  wait  awbiiu  longer,  and  Mandana 
must  adapt  berself  to  circumstances,  but  one  person  can  not 
be  espected  to  be  capable  of  doing  everytbing.  Icanride 
and  esoort  Caravans.  I  can  keep  a  camel^driver  xmder  striet 
control,  and  pitcb  a  tent,  but  to  have  Communications  with 
great  men,  to  go  into  the  presence  of  sncb  a  man  as  the  Com- 
mander Amr  urith  reqnests  and  wishes,  let  me  teil  yon^  my 
little  darling — even  if  it  wer©  for  the  purpose  of  savingmy  own 
fatber's  life — it  would  be — " 

But  wbo  bas  asked  you  to  do  any  such  tbing?''  asked  the 
little  girl.  "  You  may  remain  as  dumb  as  a  fish;  leave  tbe 
ßpeakiiig  to  your  companion  to  attend  to. 

**  Ab,  so  another  person  is  to —  But,  great  Masdak —  Let 
bim  go  by  bimscKP 

Will  you  insist  upon  mterrru|)ting  me  every  other  word?'' 
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flaid  the  child.  "First  listen  to  what  I  havo  got  to  say,  fiT^rl 
Ihen  make  objections!  The  «econd  m(\^s( 'Tiger  is  not  a  man  at 
all,  but  only  a  lady^  and — now  opeu  y<>ur  ears  wide — and  I  am 
tliis  lady.  J,  Avlioni  } oii  see  liere,  and  if  you  stand  still  again, 
then  I  ßhall  belicvo  that  you  aro  going  to  bctray  me.  In 
brief,  as  surely  as  I  desire  to  rescuc  Paiua,  just  so  surelj  is  it 
my  intention  to  ride  forward  to  meet  the  generale  and  ii  you 
Tef  use  to  accompany  me,  tben  I  shall  go  läone  and  see  if  the 
crippled  old  Gibbiis — 

Hassan,  up  to  this  point,  had  not  been  able  to  reooyer  irom 
Iiis  boundless  surprise;  now,  howeyer,  he  ezdaimed: 

You — ^you —  And  as  far  as  Berenike,  or  perbape  even 
acrofis  the  mountains — " 

Yes,  across  the  mountains/'  she  repeated,  "and  if  it  be- 
oomes  necessary,  through  the  ciouds  and  beyond. 

"  But  such  a  thini^  is  impossible,  such  a  thing  has  never  been 
heard  of  since  tlio  Avorld  began!''  objected  the  Persian.  **  A 
young  giii,  a  little  niiss,  as  envoy,  all  alone  with  such  a  rough 
ieUowaB  1  am.    Ko,  iio,  no!'* 

Yes,  a  himdrcd  tiiues,  no,  and  asmany  times  more/'  con- 
tinued  the  child  with  dehght.  "  The  Uttle  miss  shall  remain 
at  liome,  and  a  yoimg  boy  will  accompany  you,  whom  you  shall 
call  Marius,  not  Maria.'* 

"  A  young  boy!   1  thought  you  said —   I  believe  I  am  go- 
ing mad!'* 

**A  young  boy  that  id  a  girl  and  boy  at  the  same  time,** 
laughed  th.j  child.  '*But  you  ihall  LUiderstaud  all  about  it. 
I  m&ll  accompany  you  dressed  up  like  a  boy,  and  to-morrow 
when  we  start,  you  watch  now,  you  will  take  me  for  my  own 
brother.*' 

"  Your  own  biotherl  Such  a  little  head  as  you  have!  Li 
it  even  what  is  impossible  becomes  posdble/'  said  Hassan, 
smiling  as  he  glanced  down  upon  the  little  girl  in  a  good-nat- 
ured  manner;  but  suddenly  tno  stupendous  character  of  her 
requcst  presented  itself  to  his  mind  again,  and  he  ezclaimed, 
almost  beside  himself : 

But,  my  master,  my  masterl  It  can  not  be  done;  no,  it 

is  simply  impossible!'^ 

"  It  is  just  for  his  sake  that  you  will  do  us  this  service,''  le- 
plied  Maria,  with  confidence.  He  is  Paula's  friend  and  pro- 
tector,  and  when  he  hears  what  you  have  done  for  her  he  will 
commend  you;  but  if  you  forsake  us,  then  I  know  o£  a  ce^ 
tainty — " 

"  What  thenP* 
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That  he  will  say:  '  I  always  thought  that  HasBan  was  a 
more  nrodent  and  kmd-hearted  fellow/ 
Ton  think  he  wonld  say  that?" 

As  trnly  as  our  house  is  standing  yonder!  We  have  not 
time  to  contend  further»  so  it  is  settled ;  we  shall  joarney  to- 
gether.  To-morrow  morning  early  I  sball  find  you  in  the  gar- 
den.  Teil  yoar  Mandana  that  a  matter  o£  grave  importanoe 
callß  you  away." 

Aud  Madame  Johanna?''  inquired  the  Persiau,  and  bis 
voice  had  the  so  und  of  deep  thought  and  anxiety  as  he  con- 
tinned:  '*  That  you  ref  use  to  consiilt  her  and  take  her  into  vour 
confidence,  my  child,  displeases  um  uiore  thüii  anything  eise." 

*'  But  she  will  know  all  about  it,  only  not  just  yet/'  rejoined 
Maria;  and  if  she  learns  day  atter  to-morrow  tot  what  par- 
pose  1  have  left  her^  and  that  yoa  are  with  me,  she  will  praise 
ns  and  hless  as;  ehe  will  do  it  as  oertainly  as  I  hope  that  the 
all-wise  God  wiU  be  with  us  on  our  joarney/' 

These  words,  which  evidently  came  from  the  very  bottom  of 
her  heart,  dispelled  the  last  ray  of  resistance  on  the  part  of 
the  Masdakite,  and  just  at  the  riglit  lime,  for  tlieir  walk  was 
at  an  cnd,  and  it  Beemed  to  both  that  they  had  come  the  whole 
distance  in  only  a  fow  steps. 

They  had  passed  hard  by  niimeroüR  groups  of  noisy  and  con- 
tentious  Citizens,  and  many  a  funerai  procession  of  porsons  who 
had  died  of  the  plaguu  liltd  by  them  accompaaied  bv  the 
^Illumination  of  toichos^  aud  yet  it  had  all  becn  unobseived  by 
them. 

It  was  not  nntil  they  had  reaohed  the  garden-gate  that  they 
i^in  began  to  obserre  what  was  going  on  around  them« 
There  they  foand  the  gardener  Gibbus  and  all  the  domestics 
waiting  with  anziety  for  the  retam  of  the  belated  ladies.  The 
Greek  goyemess  Eudoxia  was  also  awaiting  their  appearanoe 
with  anxious  heart  They  were  received  in  the  house  by  Horus 
Apollo,  but  Johanna  and  Pulcheria  received  bis  salutatiou  only 
with  a  cold  bovv,  and  Maria  pcrsistently  kept-  her  back  tm  iii  d 
upon  hini.  Tlio  (»M  man  then  ^shru^^ced  Iiis  shoidders  vvilh  iin 
expression  of  disappointment  and  impatience,  and  wheu  iie  was 
alone  in  his  chamber  he  muttered  to  himself : 

*'  This  womaul  fShe  will  bring  to  destruction  even  the  hap- 
^  days  upon  which  I  had  fixed  my  hopes  for  the  rest  of  my 

The  widow  and  her  danghter  talked  ahout  Maria  a  long  time 
alter  they  had  retired  to  their  bed-chamber.  She  had  told 
them  good-night  with  as  much  tenderness  and  devotion  as  if 
abe  wore  aboat  to  be  separated  irom  them  forever,  Foor  ohildl 
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She  pcrhaps  had  some  idea  of  what  a  sad  fate  she  was  dedgned 
for  at  theiiands  of  the  bisliop  atid  pcrhaps  of  her  own  mouier! 
Bat  Maria  did  not  look  as  if  she  were  about  to  meet  with  a 
great  misfortane;  Eudoxia^  who  was  her  room-mate>  rejoioed 

on  the  other  hand  becaiise  of  her  briglit  spirits;  she  was  only 
surpriscd  that  the  little  girl,  who  usually  feil  asleep  as  soon  a«  her 
head  touched  the  i^illow,  to-night  remained  awake  so  long.  In- 

vohmtarily  the  Greek,  who  byreason  of  increayng  age  snffcred 
from  various  iiidispositions,  aiid  coiiseqiiently  iisuaUy  retirec} 
rather  lati'^  followcd  evory  movement  of  the  chüd. 

But  what  did  tlial:  mean? 

lietweeu  miduight  aud  morning  Maria  suddenly  spmng  up 
from  her  bed,  thruw  a  wrapper  around  her  and  weut.into  an 
adjoimng  room  with  the  candle. 

Soon  tiie  light  in  the  next  room  became  brighter.  She  must 
have  lighted  a  lamp>  and  when  a  short  whfle  af terwaid 
Endozia  heard  the  door  of  the  sitting-room  02>c  n^  she  arose  and 
softly  crossed  the  threshold. 

Now  Maria  retnmed  carrying  on  her  arm  the  new  dothes  of 
a  boy^  the  same  clothes  that  Pulcheria  and  the  goyemess  her- 
seif had  made  as  a  Sunday  outfit  for  the  lame  garden-boy.  The 
little  girl,  with  a  smile  upon  her  face,  bogan  to  try  on  the  blue 
coat,  and  after  throwiiig  tho  clothes  in  a  drawer,  she  seated 
licrself  at  the  table  and  eommeuced  to  write.  She  seemcd  to 
havo  imdertaken  a  very  diüicult  task;  for  at  times  she  would 
gaze  steadi'astly  at  the  ])archment  and  rnb  licr  forehead,  and 
then  ölie  would  cast  her  eyes  upward,  buried  in  thought.  She 
had  ah^ady  completed  a  few  sentenoes  when  she  suddenly 
Bprting  up^  cailed  out  Eudoxia^s  name^  and  started  toward  fhe 
bedroom. 

The  Greek  met  her,  and  Maria  threw  herseif  into  her  arms, 
and  before  she  conld  ask  her  a  qaestion^  she  declared  that  she 
had  been  ohosen  to  execute  a  matter  of  great  and  stupendous 
importanca  She  was  just  on  the  point  of  wakiug  her  and  of 
confiding  the  matter  to  her  and  asking  her  advice. 

All  tliis  sonnrled  ro  affectionate,  siiicere,  and  in  her  üery 
enthuöia:;!!!  8lie  1ooI\*m1  so  cliarmingly  atlractive! 

The  güvemes;s^s  lit^arfc  ü])ened  wide,  and  lier  .seolding  words 
died  away  upon  lier  lips,  and  for  the  first  time  in  iier  lifo  bhe 
i'clt  as  if  tliis  ori)han  cliihl  were  her  OAvn,  as  if  lier  own  weal 
and  woo  was  identical  with  hers,  and  as  though  she,  who  dur- 
ing  her  whole  lif  e  had  only  thought  of  herseif  and  of  her  own 
mterests^  and  who  had  looked  upon  Marians  education  solely  as 
Service  rendered  for  salary  and  support,  nowfelt  as  if  she  conld 
iacrifioe  foi  the  child's  sake  herselx  and  her  last  penny.  And^ 
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now^  when  thc  little  girl  threw  her  arins  around  hör  neck  and 
besought  her  not  to  betray  her,  but  rather  to  help  her  m  her 
work  of  mercy,  which  had  no  other  object  than  to  saye  the  lives 
af  Paula  and  Orion,  whowereezposed  to  snch  terrible  dangers, 
her  eyes  began  to  fill  with  tears^  and  she  kissed  the  glowing 
cheeks  of  the  child  onoe  more^  and  called  her  her  predous^ 
darhng  little  daughter.  This  gare  the  little  o:irl  courage,  and 
mth  pathetic  dignity,  which  evoked  a  smiJe  from  the  govem- 
ess,  she  took  Eudoxia's  Bible  from  her  desk,  laid  it  npon  the 
table,  and  ?aid,  while  her  beseeching  ejes  were  üxed  ujpou  those 
of  the  governess: 

Swear  to  me —  Ko,  but  you  mnst  be  very  serious,  for 
tliero  foiild  not  be  a  matter  of  gi'aver  im])ortance.  Swear  to 
nie  not  to  betray  to  a  soul,  not  eveu  to  Mother  Johanna,  whab 
I  am  about  to  couüde  to  you. " 

Eudoxia  promised,  but  was  unwilling  to  take  an  oath. 

Yea^  yea,  nay,  nay/'  is  the  best  oathof  a  Christian,  Bsid  Our 
Sayionr;  but  Maria  dnng  to  her,  stroked  her  thin  cheeks,  and 
assnred  her  that  she  could  not  speak  nnless  8he  woiüd  do  what 
she  asked  her,  and  the  Greek  was  unable  at  this  hour  to  resist 
this  swect  flattery,  aud  suffered  Maria  io  take  her  band  and  lay 
it  upon  the  Bible,  and  when  this  had  been  done,  Eudoxia  did 
wliat  Maria  demanded,  and  with  a  yioloTit  shaking  of  her  head, 
aud  as  thon<:h  ^he  were  forced  agaiust  lier  will,  she  swore  tlio 
oath  which  lier  little  pupil  prescribod  to  her.  Thereu])oii  tlio 
governess  threw  hersclf,  »as  thougli  slic  were  exhansted  and  ter- 
rified  at  her  own  weakncss,  upon  the  di\  uii,  and  tlie  little  girl 
utilized  her  victory,  and  threw  herself  at  the  Grcek'is  feet, 
and  narrated  to  her  all  that  she  knew  of  Fiaula,  and  of  the 
dangers  that  threatened  both  her  and  Orion;  and,  as  she  had 
observed  howhigh  the  young  man  stood  in  the  ^oyemess's 
favor,  she  was  cunning  enough  to  represent  in  the  darkest 
colors  the  dangers  to  which  he  was  exposed. 

Up  to  this  point  Eudoxia  had  not  ceased  to  stroke  the  little 
girPs  locks  and  to  ai^reewith  all  she  said;  but  when  she  heard 
that  Maria  proposed  to  nndertake  hcrself  thedutiesof  a  Courier, 
she  sprini'/  n]>  and  deelared  with  the  greatest  emphasis  that 
she  woiild  jic\  er  consent  to  such  a  piece  of  temerity,  to  such 
seiiseless  foliy — never,  no,  nevor. 

Now,  liowever,  Maria  called  into  the  field  all  the  powers  of 
pcrsuasiou  and  the  arts  oi'  llattery  she  could  command.  Thcre 
was  no  other  suitable  Courier  to  be  found,  and  it  waA  a  question 
of  lif e  or  death  for  Paula  and  Orion. 

Was  a  trijp  of^this  sort  acrossthemooxLtaiiiBafter  all  so  grea^ 
an  undertalü^^? 
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She  knew  liow  to  rido  vcry  well,  and  did  not  mind  the  lieaV 
at  all!  Had  she  not  ridden  more  than  once  from  Memphis  out 
to  the  pIantati(Hi6?  And  the  brave  Hassan  wonld  be  with  hei^, 
and  along  the  road  across  the  monntainB,  the  safest  road  in  the 
land,  there  were  stations  where  travelers  could  find  entertain- 
ment.  And  if  they  fouiid  the  Commander  ehe  wonld  be  better 
able  to  give  him  üäormation  about  everything  than  any  oiJier 
person  on  earth. 

Bnt  the  Greek  woiild  not  give  way,  evcn  though  she  admitted 
that  the  chikrs  plan  was  not      foolish  as  she  at  first  thoiight. 

Thereupon  tlie  little  giri  inteiTupted  her,  and  this  time  öhe 
reminded  Eiidoxia  of  her  oath,  and  then  confided  to  her  the 
danger  which  she,  Maiia,  hoped  to  escapo  by  mcans  of  thiB 
nxissioii. 

And  now  she  told  her  govemess  of  her  conversation  with  the 
bic&op^  and  how  anxions  Johanna  also  was  abont  her  and  her 
f ntnre.  Oh^  lifo  behmd  walls,  behmd  bars  and  keys  seemed  to 
her  80  fearful,  and  she  knew  her  aversion  to  Buch  things^  her 
love  of  freedom  and  of  fresh,  vigorous  and  activo  life  among 
people  and  frlends,  and  sha  hoped  that  the  Arabian  Com- 
mander, af ter  she  had  put  herseif  under  his  protection,  would 
protect  her  from  all  this;  she  represented  h»M-  for  lnig^  y/itli  such 
warmth,  animation  and  in  such  a  touching  manucr  that  the 
Greek's  Opposition  mclted  away,  and  this  elderly  woman  with 
her  hands  before  her  eycs,  that  wero  füll  of  tcars,  exclaimed : 

It  is  friglitrul,  it  is  unheard  of,  bnt  pcrhaps  it  may  never- 
theless  bo  the  bebt  thing  to  do!  Go,  ride  to  meet  the  general, 
but  ride,  ride!*' 

And  when  thiB  warm.  aSeotumate,  joyous  yoang  cieatnn> 
threw  her  arme  around  her  neck  she  rejoieed  because  of  her 
weakness;  for  this  beautifol^  fresh,  healtlnul  bud  of  humanity 
would  not  have  to  pine  away  in  confinement  and  imprison- 
ment,  but  would  continue  to  be  happy  and  to  make  happy,  and 
to  the  joy  of  herseif  and  all  good  people  wonld  deYelop  and 
blossom  into  füll  and  glorious  pcrfcction. 

And  Eudoxia  knew  the  widow,  and  was  confident  that  she 
would  learn  to  understand  her  if  she  assistod  the  child  to  save 
herseif  from  the  great^st  danger  that  can  threaten  a  human 
soul,  the  danger  of  having  to  become,  under  circumstances  of 
contiiiiial  ioiiilict  with  oue^s  seif,  something  düferent  from 
that  for  wlnch  one  was  intended  by  eudowments  and  indina- 
tion. 

With  a  sigh  of  pain  Eudoxia  reflected  what  she  herseif,  be- 
neath  the  deciee  of  an  inexorable  fate,  in  constraint  and  dis- 
taste,  had  become,  though  by  nature  ehe  was  a  warm-blooded 
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and  ambitioua  woniuii,  aiid  «iie,  lIio  nurjou-minded  governesR, 
assentcd  to  tlie  strimgu  and  rash  iKjUüst  of  a  child,  wliicli 
womua  ni  iiJgiiur  po^itiona  vvould  huve  ridiculed,  coüdemned 
and  rejected. 

When  day  dawned,  Eudozia  herseif  arran^cd  vhafc  at  otfaer 
times  was  intrusted  io  ihe  maid;  ehe  fixed  Maria's  haür»  and 
in  80  doin^  convorsed  with  her  as  if  during  the  counie  of  one 
nighfc  the  little  girl  had  growa  into  a  woman. 

öhe  then  acoompanied  her  little  piipil  iuto  the  garden,  and^ 
where  it  was  practicablo,  she  walked  %  her  side. 

Johanna  and  Pulcheria  afc  breakfast  were  astonished  at  her 

Seculiar  manuer,  but  it  did  not  displeaso  them>  especially  as 
[aria  was  beaming  with  joy. 

The  widow,  w  ithout  any  objection,  permittcd  the  young  girl 
to  go  into  the  ciiy  for  the  purpose  oi  atteuding  to  her  uucie's 
geuiel  CümmiäßioD. 

Hassan,  'tis  trae,  aocompanied  her^  and  anything  that  made 
thiB  child  80  happy  coold  certainlj  not  fail  to  be  right  and 
proper.  Orion 's  maps  and  plans  were  promptly  dispatohed  to 
iiim  in  the  prison,  and  before  the  little  girl  and  her  powerful 
attendant  started  on  their  journey,  Gibbas  retumed  with  the 
young  prisoner's  letter  to  the  Arabian  general. 

It  was  agreed  between  thcm  during  thcir  walk  that  Maria 
should  at  night-fall  join  Hassan  at  Xesptah's  inn.  At  this 
tinie  of  scarcity  of  fodder  and  of  munality  anioug  beasts  of 
bürden,  traveling  animals  of  every  detjcription,  with  attendants 
and  gnides,  could  be  had  in  abundance,  and  the  Persian,  who 
was  fauiiliai'  with  maUers  of  this  kind,  considered  it  best  to 
hire  only  quick-moviug  dromedaries,  aud  to  carry  willi  Liiem  a 
light  tent  for  his    little  mistreas,'' 

At  the  dweiling  of  the  jeweler  Gamallel,  Maria  ordered  him 
to  wait  for  her,  and  the  jovial  goldsmith  reoeived  her  with  an- 
feigned  delisht. 

What  had  become  of  the  house  of  the  great  Mukaukas! 
Fire  hiul  destroyed  this  seat  of  justice  like  the  Egyptian  eitles, 
for  which  thousands  of  years  before  the  prophet  had  foretold  a 
similar  fate.  Gamaliei  knew  in  what  great  (langer  Orion's 
life  was,  and  all  that  threatcned  the  noble  young  iady,  who  had 
once  given  him  one  of  the  most  precious  jewels  and  had  in- 
trnsted  to  him  for  investmeiit  a  portion  of  her  estate.  To  see 
at  least  one  member  of  the  faniily  of  his  deceased  benefactor 
before  his  eyes,  safe  and  out  of  dauger,  relieved  his  heart.  He 
addressed  to  Maria  one  sympathetic  qnestion  after  another,  and 
bis  wife  wanted  to  bring  her  one  of  her  apricot-tarts  to  taste^ 
bat  Maria  requested  Gamaliei  to  grant  her  withoat  delaya 
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private  interview;  and  so  ihe  jeweler  condncted  her  into  hSst 
üttle  working-^room^  and  requested  her  to  »peak  mthout  re- 
straint^  for  idiatever  the  niece  of  the  MukankaB  mi^ht  desire 
f rem  him  was  granted  in  advance.  Thereupon,  blniiing  and 
embarrassed,  ehe  drew  Orients  ring  from  its  case,  handed  it  to 
the  Jew,  and  requested  him  to  give  her  for  it  whatever  he 
thouffht  right.  In  fhc  firm  bclief  that  the  kind-hcartcd  man 
wcula  ivithüut  he^itation  count  out  to  her  gold  pieee  after  gold 
piece,  slie  looked  fixedly  at  him  with  an  inqiiiöitive  expression 
in  her  bright  e}T's:  he,  however,  did  not  even  take  the  ring  out 
of  her  haiid,  glanced  at  it  rapidly,  and  then  said,  in  a  öerioiia 
tone : 

**  170,  my  child;  we  do  not  transact  busmess  with  chfldren.'* 

'^But  I  need  the  monev,  Gamaliel,''  ehe  cried^  urgently. 
**  I  mwst  haye  itr 

**  Mußt?"  inqmred  the  Jew,  with  a  Bnüle.  **  That  is  trulj 
a  nail  that  euters  wood;  but  if  it  meets  iron  it  often  benda 
Not  as  thou^h  Iwere  hardl  But  *moneyI  money!  moncy!' 
Of  what  and  now  much  money  aro  you  talking,  my  child?  If 
you  need  money  for  bread  or  for  rjiVc«,  n>^  more  prohably  tlm 
case,  then  I'il  ßhut  my  eyes  and  ^vil  lmgly  tiiru>t  my  band  in 
mypurse;  but  if  I  mibtake  not,  you  aro  üving  at  llufinuB^« 
houßc,  wlicre  there  Ir  no  laek  of  gooil  things,  and  I  myself  have 
a  haudöunie  littlc  ama  of  money  on  deposit,  which  your  grand- 
father  gave  me  ßome  years  ago  with  the  rennirk  that  it  was  a 
legacy  which  had  been  left  you  by  your  gc>dmother,  and  the 
receipt  raus  in  your  name;  and  so  jonr  poverty  looks  yeiy 
much  like  what  others  call  vealth.'' 

''Povei-ty,  neceBedtyl  I  hayen't  nnj/'  interrupted  Iforia» 
*'  But,  neyertheless,  I  need  tlus  money^  and  if  I  myaelf  possess 
any,  and  you  have  it  there  in  your  cheBt,  then  give  me  out  of 
that  what  I  need/' 

What  von  need?^'  laughed  the  jewoler.  Ay,  butthat  can 
not  be  donc  so  qniekly,  my  child.  Before  one  can  do  anything 
like  that  one  needs,  in  Egypt,  a  grcat  deal  of  timc  and  parch- 
Tiient,  and  ink,  a  high  üüiceiv  sixteen  witnesses,  a  tcyrioa 
(guardian) — " 

**  WeU,  then,  bny  the  ring!   You  are  such  a  kind  man, 

Gamaliel.  Do  me  tlic  favor!  You  yourself  do  not  believe  that 

I  want  to  buy  cakes  with  it.'^ 

No,  but  your  tender  little  heart  at  this  time  of  terrible 

Baffeting,  when  so  many  people  are  starving,  is  probably  being 

driveii  into  somo  other  foliy. " 

**  No,  indeed!  Buy  the  ringl  Anddo  me  the  great  favor-—** 
*^  Then  Gamaliel  wooid  be  a  rascal  and  a  fool  at  the  same 
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tima  Do  you  not  remembor  still  the  green  emerald?  That 
I  bought  too>  and  it  gavo  rise  to  a  preäj  mesSi  My  child,  I 
can  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  ring. " 

At  tliese  wonTs  Maria  witlidrcw  her  hnnd,  and  the  disap- 
poiutment  and  grief  that  were  pictured  in  her  large,  moist  eyes 
were  so  tonching  that  the  Jew  interrupted  hiamili  aud  con- 
tinued,  in  a  kind  but  eamest  tone: 

**  I  ^volüd  rather  cnt  mv  own  old  lioad  off  than  cause  vou 
sorrow,  my  dear  cliüdj  and,  Adonai,  I  have  not  said — ^why 
ßhould  I  say? — that  you  shall  leave  Gamaliel  without  money! 
He  has  i>lenty  of  it^  and  even  if  he  receWes  it  gladly,  he  never- 
theleas  gives  it  wfllingly  when  it  is  proiDor  to  give.  I  can  not 
poaaibly  buy  the  ring,  but —  And  look  me  attentiyely  in  the 
lace^  my  litÜe  lady.  It's  a  great  deal  to  ask  of  you,  and  I 
have  much  pretüer  things  in  my  shop,  but  if  you  see  anything 
in  it  that  inspires  confidence  in  you,  then  speak  out  and  whis- 
per  into  the  ear  of  the  old  man  in  whoni  vour  grandfather  also 
used  to  liave  somc  confidence,  and  teil  him:  *  I  need  so  much, 
and — howdidyou  cxpress  it  just  now? — and  I  must  liave  it!' 

And  Maria  did  fijid  in  the  jovial,  open  counteuance  of  tho 
Jew  öomcLliiiig  that  inspired  conüdence  in  her,  and  in  her 
childish  belief  in  tho  inviolability  of  au  oath  she  caused  the 
third  peraon,  and  tiiis  time  a  member  of  a  third  religions  aect, 
to  swear  that  he  vonld  betrajr  nothin?  she  told  him,  and  was 
fiurprised  that  she  found  in  tms  case  also  the  administezing  of 
an  oath,  a  formality  in  which  ehe  had  now  become  quite  an 
adept,  so  easy  a  matter.  Even  grown  people  purchase  with  a 
cheap  oath  tlic  precious  secrets  of  others.  After  she  had  thus 
assured  herseif  of  the  fidclity  r>f  the  Jew  slie  confided  to  him 
that  sho  wa?,  at  the  instance  of  Urion,  goinc:;  to  (lis])atch  a  mes- 
seuger  to  meet  the  Commander  Amr  for  the  purpose  of  rescu- 
ing  Paula  and  liimself  opportunely  Xrom  an  undeserved  death. 

The  goldsmitli  listened  toher  attentively,  and  before  she  had 
compleLüd  what  sho  had  to  say  he  commenccd  to  manipulato 
the  iron  ehest  that  was  waUed  up  in  the  ground,  and  inter- 
rapted  her  with  the  qnestion: 
How  much?" 

Thereupon  ehe  mentioned  the  sum  that  Kilus  had  recom^i 
mended,  and  scarcely  had  ehe  completed  her  reply  when  Üie 
Jew,  who  had  kept  secret  even  from  hiswife  the  manner  in 

wliich  tlio  ehest  could  be  opened,  exclaimcd  to  her: 

Now  look  out  the  wiudow,  you  wonfloi*ful  little  messenger 
and  money-borrower,  aiul  it'  you  doir't  e^ee  anything  down  thero 
in  tho  court  then  iniagiue  to  yourself  that  a  man  like  Gamahel 
was  Standing  thcro  and  seized  your  head  and  gavo  yoa  a  kearty 
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kiss.  And  then  iniaf^nne  also  tlmt  in  doin^  so  he  was  quietly 
thinking  to  liini-^rif:  '  Grout  lieuNens,  if  my  liUIe  daughter 
Ruth  vvure  only  iiku  lillle  Manu,  the  graudcbild  of  the  just 
Mukaukas!* 

Therenpoii  the  fat  hut  active  man,  who  had  been  donra 
upoQ  his  kneeB,  Bprung  up,  left  the  lid  of  the  cheat  open,  hast- 
eaed  toward  the  cfaild,  impreaaed  a  kias  upon  her  golden  locke, 
and  Said,  laughiog: 

That,  my  iitue  money  negotiator,  that  shall  be  my  iiiter- 
est.  But  keep  on  looking  out  the  vrindov  until  I  call  you 
agaiu!'' 

lie  then  bastcned  nimbly  back  with  his  sbort  legs  to  the 
money  ehest,  took  from  ifc  a  little  bag  füll  of  gold,  the  Con- 
tents of  which  cxceeded  by  a  small  amoimt  the  requirod  sum, 
shut  the  safe  again,  casfc  a  glauce,  in  which  was  a  mixture  of 
mistrust  and  hearty  pleasure,  at  Maria,  and  at  leogtb  called 
her  to  him. 

Thereupon  he  cmptied  the  bag  out  before  her,  counted  out 
the  sum  she  had  denianded,  stuck  the  reniaining  pieces  ai^ay, 
handeil  the  chihl  the  bag,  and  recjuested  her,  whiie  he  withdrew 
froni  the  room  with  a  cunning  smile,  to  count  over  the  mouey 
andput  it  back  in  tlio  bag,  and  to  await  his  rcturu. 

when  he  anpeared  again,  ehe  had  completed  her  task,  and 
xemarked  witn  embarraasment: 

"  I  think  one  gold  pieoe  is  miasing/' 

At  these  words  the  Jew  clasped  hia  handa  upon  hia  hreaat, 
and  turning  his  eyes  toward  Ueaven,  exclaimed: 

Hea?eu8,  what  a  girl !  Tbere  ia  the  com,  my  child.  Lat  a 
man  of  expericnce  say  it:  AVbatever  von  nndertake  will  snc- 
cec  l.  You  know  what  you  are  about,  and  when  you  aregrown 
and  a  wooor  comes  in  quest  of  your  band  lie  will  repair  to  a 
good  market.  But  now  yonr  signature  here,  pkase.  'Tis 
true  yon  are  not  of  age,  and  the  receipt — may  God  avert 
the  evill — WiJi  not  ])erliaps  be  worth  atiything  more  than  iho 
parchment  and  ink  upon  it,  yet  we  will  do  ib  for  the  sake  of 
regularity. " 

Maria  seized  the  pen,  and  whiie  she  was  hastily  reading  over 
what  the  Jew  had  written,  the  latter  exclaimed,  in  a  fresh  out- 
break  of  enthnsfaam: 

**  A  yuuüg  girl,  a  child  I  Ana  i^he  reads,  examines,  con- 
Tincea  heraelf  l^fore  ahe  affixes  her  Signatare!  God  bleaa  you, 
my  child  I  And  nov  here  come  the  tarta,  and  yoa  will  taste 
them  before  you —  Gracioua  God!  A  child,  and  mattere  oi 
such  graye  importancer' 
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CHAPTErt  XL\T 

OBIOK  AT  THE  BAB  OF  JUSTICE. 

Whilb  Hassan^  to  whoee  care  Maria  liad  Intrnsted  iha 
jeweler's  monej^  was  making  preparations  for  the  jotxmey  with 

all  the  foresight  and  prüden  ce  of  an  experienced  caravan-leader, 
and  Maria  and  her  governess  wer«"  ronsoling  the  Persian  girl, 
Mandana,  and  represuiitiiig  to  her  iliat  her  lover's  journey  had 
for  its  object  the  rescuc  oi'  Paula  l'rom  a  terribie  death,  anotlier 
Session  of  the  high  court  of  justice  was  takmg  place  in  the 
hall  of  justice. 

This  time  Orion  was  the  accused.  Scarcely  had  he  begun 
to  become  eugrossed  with  the  plans  and  lists^  which  he  neäed 
for  the  pnrposes  of  his  work^  when  he  was  snmmoned  to  the 
bar  of  justice.   The  oomposition  of  the  oourt  was  the  same  as 

that  of  the  preceding  day. 

Besides  Paula,  the  new  bishop  John,  as  well  as  the  jeweler 
Gamaliel,  who  ^diortly  after  Maria  had  left  him  reoeired  a 

summons,  appeared  as  witnc??c3. 

The  prosecutor  accused  the  ßoii  of  tlic  Mukankas  of  haviiig 
appropriated,  in  spite  of  tlie  warniug  of  the  patriarch,  a  costly 
emerald,  which  had  been  leffc  by  his  father  to  the  Church. 

Orion  undertook  his  own  defense,  repoated  all  that  he  had 
fcjaid  to  tlic  ecclesiastical  priucc  in  Iiis  fathcr's  office  in  justitica- 
tion  of  his  procedure,  and  thereupon  declared  that  he  desired 
to  pat  a  speedy  end  to  this  very  disagreeable  affair  of  sur- 
renaering  tne  stone  and  placing  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  court 

With  wese  words  he  handed  Paula's  emerald  to  Kahdi  and 
he  passed  it  to  the  bishop.  But  J ohn  showed  thr.t  he  was  not 
yet  satisfied,  but  read  the  written  deposition  of  tlie  widow 
Susannah,  who  was  present  when  the  deceased  Mukankas 
George,  in  the  presence  of  his  son,  had  designated  as  a  present 
to  the  Church  cach  and  every  jewel  that  was  contained  in  tlie 
Persian  rng;  Orion,  he  dedarcHl,  beeame  thus  ^ubjeot  to  tlio 
suspicion  of  an  evasion,  and  iL  would  be  ditUcult  to  show 
whether  that  beautif  lü  stone  there  upon  tho  table  was  the  ono 
to  wliiuh  the  Chui'ch  waö  laying  claim. 

All  this  was  brought  forwara  with  the  greatest  vehemencey 
and  bore  the  stamp  of  evident  hostillty. 

Snboidination  and  personal  conviction  led  the  zcalons  j^re- 
late  to  adopt  this  manner  of  ])roi'c  dure,  for  the  same  carrier* 
pigeon  that  conveyed  to  him  the  Information  of  his  elovation  to 
the  Office  of  bishop  commanded  him  to  nrge  ou  the  punish'^ 
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menfc  of  Orion,  who  Vfiß  a  tliom  in  tlie  side  of  tlie  Jacobito 
Church,  a  diseased  she^p  th.ii  tlireatened  tn  infect  the  rest  of 
the  flock.  If  the  youtli  sIk  uld  olfer  to  pKKiuce  an  emerald  it 
niuüt  be  examined  wiüi  grcat  caro  to  detcmiiut}  whetlier  iL  was 
the  right  stone  or  one  that  was  introduced  for  the  occasion. 

FoT  tbis  reason  tlid  bishop  bad  expressed  bis  distnist^  and 
although  this  called  forth  from  the  Arabian  jud|;c»  a  manaxu* 
of  displeasure^  Eahdi  )?eeded  the  bishop's  snspidon  so  far  aa 
to  declare  that  he  h&?  received  yesterday  from  hi«  uncle,  the 
merchant  Haschim^  a  Ictter  vritten  from  Dschidda,  'n  which 
meution  was  also  mm}^.  of  the  emerald.  Iiis  son,  witüout  his 
knowledirc  and  beforn  his  jonmcy  to  Kg}j)t^  had  weighed  the 
stone,  and  that  the  i^'oUowing  Avas  an  exact  Statement  of  its 
weight.  The  jeweler  Gamuliel  liad  beeu  summoned  witli  his 
Bcales  and  woultl  be  requestcd,  for  the  satisfactiou  of  the  bish- 
op, to  wcigh  the  jew^L 

The  Jcw  forthwitb  set  to  work,  and  old  Ilorus  Apollo,  who 
imderstood  gerfcctlv  all  matters  of  this  description,  moved 
dose  up  to  htm  for  *the  purpo«e  of  watching  vith  a  suspidoixs 
eye  bis  sUghtest  iDotioiL  ^ 
^  Paula  and  Oiiou  watdied  witii  feyerisb  polses  the  bands  and 
lips  of  the  Jew,  while  every  one  present  observed  the  proceed- 
ings  with  breathless  suspenso.  He  weighed  the  jewcl  twiee, 
and  he  began  the  third  time  with  tho  sharpest  attention,  but 
with  fingers  «lightly  trembling.  All  tln-ee  cxpcrinicnts  gave 
the  mme  rosnlt;  this  stone  was  heavier  by  a  few  grains  than 
the  one  wliieli  tiie  mercliant's  son  had  weighed,  but  the  jeweler 
declared  that  there  could  not  be  among  all  the  emeralds  in  the 
World  a  })urer,  a  more  peifect,  or  a  more  magniticent  one. 

Orion  Ujgau  to  breatho  more  freely,  and  tlie  judges  began  to 
ask  themwadTes  whether  the  yoim^  Arabian  had  beea  guilty  of 
a  shght  inaocnracT^  or  urheiher  äere  had  been  actnalfy  an  ez- 
change.  Bat  it  was  hard  to  entertain  sudi  an  idea^  becanse  it 
vould  bave  been  to  the  adTantage  of  the  Ohordi  and  not  to 
that  of  the  accused. 

Thf  kind-hearted  bishop  thonght  to  himself  that  the  patri- 
areh's  distrust  was  now  being  carried  too  far,  and  so  he  did 
not  opcn  his  lips  again  aboiit  the  matter. 

Düring  the  whole  proceerlings  Wekil  Obada  had  kept  pro- 
found  siience,  but  the  chalienging,  victorious  glancc  with 
which  he  first  measured  Paula  and  then  Ui  iun  caused  them 
to  appreliend  the  worst  thing  that  was  ]ios.sible. 

Ai'tcr  the  proseeutor  hau  accused  the  young  mau  of  partici- 
j^ition  in  the  much-discussed  and  bloody  üght  of  the  sisters^ 
>be  latter  solenuily  «üirmed  his  innocence,  and  addnoed  ui 
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proof  of  kjs  Statement  tliat  he  had  been  in  attendance  upon 
the  general  Amr,  during  the  fatal  fight  betweon  the  Arabians 
and  the  defenders  of  the  nons»  a  f act  which  the  general  would 
corroborate.  That  by  an  miheard-of  act  of  dcspotism  he  had 
been  robbedof  hisfrrtdom  and  prope^ty  solely  npon  the  a round 
of  a  false  and  nnfomided  susjjieion,  and  that  he  hoped  in  the 
first  place  for  a  ju>st  and  im}»artial  decision  of  the  court,  but 
then  also  for  protection  and  coaipensaiion  npon  the  part  of  Iiis 
niuster,  the  caliph.  At  these  words  he  glanced  with  llanuiig 
eyes  at  Wekil,  but  the  negro  now  succeeded  in  preserving 
his  composure,  and  this  increased  the  apprehensian  of  those 
who  8ympaihized  with  Orion. 

Obada^  as  it  eeemed  apparent  from  all  the  circnmBtances  of 
the  case,  m\v<t  fctl  confident  that  he  had  already  cast  the  noose 
aroond  bis  victim'a  neck^  and  ßoon  it  became  clcar  wby  he  äs- 
en med  this  rule;  for  scarcelyhad  Orion  closed  bis  defense  when 
he  arose  and  lianded  to  Kahdi,  with  a  contemptuons  smile,  the 
tablet  which  the  old  mau  had  placed  in  Iiis  hands  yesterday, 
dosoribed  it  as  a  writinff  addressed  to  the  vouiiiir  ladv  from 
Dainuscuä,  and  requested  Kahdi  to  admit  the  sjmic  in  evidence. 
T]w  lit  at,  he  said,  nad  in  fact  rendered  a  portiun  of  the  m  riting 
illegiblc,  hui  moöt  oi"  tlio  letters  coiüd  still  be  recognized.  The 
yenerable  Horas  Apollo  had  already  deciphered  the  writing, 
and  dedared  himself  readj  to  read  to  tne  judges  what  the 
accused^  whom  his  own  declarations  represented  as  spotless  as 
a  white  dove^  had  in  his  innocence  and  truthfalneas  written 
down  in  black  and  white  for  his  beautiful/r^;;^^V. 

He  then  gave  the  old  man  a  si^n,  and  assisted  him  to  rise 
with  some  diflßculty;  but  Kahdi  requested  him  to  wait,  and 
caused  the  interpreter  to  make  kno^vii  to  him  the  content«  of 
the  tablot,  and  üwn  lio  tnrncd^  after  tlie  Interpreter  Lad  with 
much  difficulty  read  tlio  letter,  not  to  tlie  old  man,  but  to 
Obada,  and  asked  him  wlience  this  writing  came. 

Oüt  of  tho  desk  of  tlio  Damascns  h\dy/'  rejoined  the 
nergo.    ^'  My  old  friend  tliere  diücovered  it. " 

He  pointed  as  he  nttered  these  words  to  Horus  Apollo,  who 
coofirmed  the  truth  of  them  by  a  nod  of  assent 

Therenpon  Kahdi  arose  and  advanced  toward  the  young 
woman,  from  whose  cheeks  every  traoe  of  color  had  disap- 
peared  on  account  of  her  Indignation,  showed  her  the  tablet, 
and  asked  her  if  she  recognized  it  as  her  own,  and  Paula,  after 
ßhe  had  carefully  examincd  it,  rcplied,  casting  a  glance  at  the 
old  man,  from  which  both  conlcinpt  and  dis-o^ui^t  shone  forth: 

Yes,  your  honor,  it  k  mh\(\  'J'his  igjioblc  old  man,  witii 
knavifih  deceit^  took  it  from  amoug  my  papers. 
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For  a  moment  she  lost  control  of  her  voice;  tlien,  nowever 
tnming  toward  the  judgt  s?,  she  cried: 

If  thcre  is  one  amoug  you  in  whom  helpless&efls  and  inno- 
cenoe  arouses  pity^  and  in  whom  deccption  and  knayery  inspirea 
hatred,  then  let  him  go  to  the  wife  of  Huiiaus»  into  wnose 
hoTise  this  man  has  crept,  like  a  hawk  iuto  a  dovo-cote,  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  tread  beneath  bis  feet  unselfish  hospi- 
tality,  to  searcli  throngli  ber  bouse  and  to  carry  off  aiiytbing 
and  everytliing  tbat  could  be  of  service  to  hini  in  carrying  out 
bis  knavisb  tricks,  and  ]vt  Ii  im  warn  tbe  lorsaken  woman 
aguinst  tbis  treacberous  iiiforiuer  and  tbief  I'' 

At  tboso  words  tbe  old  miin,  witb  a  snail  and  imable  to  utter 
aword,  raisud  Iiis  emaciatod  armulolt,  and  tbe  Christian  judges 
excbanged  in  wbis^ers  tbe  most  direrse  opinions,  but  the  Jew 
Gamaliel  moTed  his  ronnd  body  hither  and  thitfaer  upon  the 
vitness-bench^  pounded  incessantly  and  yehemently  upon  his 
breast  with  his  mager-ti^  and  attemptedto  attract  nrsfc  Panla^s 
and  then  Orion^s  attention,  in  order  to  signify  tbat  ho  was  the 
man  to  conveythewaming  to  Eufinus's  wif e.  But  a  blow  from 
Wekil's  fist  upon  his  Shoulder  brougbt  him  to  bimself,  and 
while  be  bcgan  to  wbimper  and  rub  tho  smartiiif^  place,  not 
daring  to  cause  tbe  powerfnl  man  to  bc  reproved  by  tbe  court 
for  bis  act  of  violeuce,  Kabdi  handed  the  tablet  to  Horns  Apollo 
and  ordered  him  to  read  it  aloud. 

l>iit  t]ie  frigbtful  accusation  wbicb  tbe  hated  patrician's 
daughter  liad  hur  lud  iuto  bis  face,  and  wbicb  attributed  to  Iiis 
changc  of  domicile  motives  wbicb  in  fact  werc  far  from  the 
trath^  had  so  deeply  aronsed  and  ezcited  him  that  his  old  and 
f eeble  lungs  ref used  to  perform  their  fnnctions. 

Another  injustice  had  been  inflicted  upon  him  by  tbis  wom- 
an, for  the  findest  impulses  bad  led  bim  to  Eufinus^s  bouse, 
and  n:ily  a  play  of  chance  had  put  tbe  little  tablet  into  bia 
hands.  But,  nevertbeless,  Rufinus's  widow  would  be  bound  to 
bcar  of  tbe  accusation  tbat  be  bad  forced  Iiis  way  into  her  bouse 
as  a  ppy,  and  tben  it  would  be  all  up  witb  tbose  last  bappy 
days  of  wbicb  hc  bad  dreauicd,  aud  even  Philippus  might  be 
inllucuccd  to  repudiate  bis  frieudsbip. 

All,  all  on  account  of  tbis  woman! 

He  could  not  lind  words  to  cxpress  bimscK,  but  as  be  suuk 
back  upon  the  witness-bench  he  cast  a  glauce  so  füll  of  hatred, 
80  fraugbt  vith  poison  and  maleyolence,  that  she  gently  shpd- 
dered  and  thougbt  to  herseif,  this  man  is  ready  to  destroy  bim- 
self if  by  so  doing  he  oan  elTeet  niy  destruetion. 

But  the  Interpreter  liad  alrcjuly  begun  to  read  Orion's  lefc- 
ter  and  to  translate  it  to  the  Arabiau  judgesj  and  while  he,  in 
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lalfflUzaent  of  his  duty  stammeFed  along,  explaming  thati 
scarcely  one  of  the  characters  was  easy  to  recognize^  ehe  re- 
gaiiied  her  composure  completely,  and  shoHl j  oefore  the  in* 
^rpieter  had  finiished  his  task  m  expresFiou  f  ull  of  joy  came 
Over  her  face.  A  noble,  graud  and  joyful  idca  miLst  liave 
flaslied  across  her  mhid,  aiid  it  was  easy  to  see  that  ahe  had 
succocded  m  grasping  it  and  of  appropriating  it  to  her  pur- 
poses. 

Orion,  who  was  seated  oppo.^itc  to  hov,  had  doubtlesö  ub- 
Berved  this,  bat  he  did  not  yet  comnrehend  what  the  beseech- 
ing  look  she  cjave  him  meant,  what  slie  demaiided  of  him  whfii 
öho  |)ressLd  iicr  haud  uj)ou  her  bosom  and  cast  such  au  im- 
ploriuL'  glance  at  him  that  he  feit  that  his  heart  must  break. 

And  now  the  interpreter's  task  was  fLnished^  and  what  he 
had  read  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  judges.  The  he- 
nevolent  countenance  of  Kahdi  assumed  an  expressiou  of  anx* 
iety,  and  the  ('oiilents  of  ilie  letter  seemed  well  calculated  to 
awaken  such  feelinga  The  Contents  of  the  tablei  were  as 
follows: 

"  After  having  long  waited  for  you  m  vain,  I  am  forced  to 
leaya   How  much  I  had  to  teil  yon!  A  written  farewell — 

Here  the  lines  bccamc  too  indistinct  to  read;  then,  however, 
foUowed  the  fatal  and  legiblo  conclusion: 

How  differently  I  had  expccted  to  close  this  day,  which  for 
ihe  most  part  has  been  devoted  to  preparations  for  the  flight 
of  the  nuns,  and  it  gave  me  great  pleasore  to  do  what  I  could 
for  the  innooent  and  persecnted  sisters!  We  will  hope  for  Üie 
best  for  them,  but  for  ourselves  that  we  may  enjoy  to-nion-ow 
an  nndisturbed  meeting  and  a  farewell  that  will  loave  behind 
recollections  upon  whieh  we  can  feast  a  long  time.  As  was 
that  man  among  the  Eg^^ptians,  whom  we  both  lament,  so  ie 
ihe  commanding  general  Amr  aniong  the  Arabians — " 

llere  the  letter  endcd,  aud  abuut  threc  lines  belore  the  con- 
clusion were  illegible. 

After  Kahdi  had  held  the  tablet  in  his  hand  a  short  time  he 
raised  his  downeast  eyes  onoe  more  toward  the  judges  and 
auditors,  who  were  waiting  in  great  suspcnse,  and  began: 

**  Even  thou^h  the  ac(?used  was  not  one  of  those  who  trea- 
Bonably  raised  meir  hands  againrt  cur  forccs,  yet  it  appears  in- 
contestably  from  this  dociimcnt  that  lie  liad  not  only  knowl- 
edge  of  the  jiroposcd  fli^'Lt  of  tl:^  lum^,  bnt  zealoiislvaidcd  and 
abettcd  them.    ^Irm  did  you  receive  this  letter,  noble  iadyi'" 
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At  these  words  Paula  pressed  her  hands  firmly  togctlior,  and 
with  her  head  shghtly  mclined  forwaid  and  her  eycs  directed 
towaid  the  floor^  replied: 

When  did  I  receiye  it?  Keyer;  for  I  viote  fhe  leiter  my-^ 
seif.    I  never  received  it  at  alL 

**  You?'^  inqiiired  Kahdi,  astonished. 

It  was  addressed  by  me  to  Orion,"  replied  Paula. 
"  By  you  to  him?  But  how  did  it  happen  to  be  in  yoiur 
desk?'' 

**In  avery  simple  m armer/ '  she  explained,  with  her  cycs 
still  cast  down.    "  Alter  I  had  addressed  it  to  my  betrothed,  I 

Eut  it  ^^  ith  uiy  otlior  papers  as  soon  as  it  became  useless,  for 
e  himbelf  appoared,  ajid  I  did  not  find  it  necessary  to  read 
what  I  coiilii  explain  better  by  word  of  mouth. As  shc  spoke 
these  words  a  stränge  smile  played  around  her  lips,  aiid  a  loud 
lüuiiinir  was  heard  all  through  ihv  court-room.  ^"^rion  gianced 
in  the  utmost  amazement  first  at  Paula  and  then  at  Kalidi;  but 
the  negro  arose  hastüy,  strack  a  blow  npon  the  table  that 
thnndered  through  thehall^  and  cried: 

"  Ignoble  intrignesl  TVhich  one  of  you  will  allow  himself 
io  be  deceived  by  a  woman's  cunning?^^ 

Horus  Apollo,  who  had  once  more  regained  his  composure, 
tittered  wim  an  erpresdon  of  malevolence;  but  as  the  negro 
was  about  to  continue  his  mad  storming,  Eahdi  interrupted 
him  and  gaye  Orion  the  floor^  who,  with  dieeks  all  aglow^  nad 
already  for  the  second  time  addressed  him,  and  now,  8c:^rcely 
able  to  speak,  stammered  out: 

"  No,  no,  Othman;  no,  no,  your  honors,  do  not  belieyc  her. 
Not  shc—    T,  I—   That  letter— " 

But  Paula  interrupted  him: 

**He?  Can  not  you  all  feel  and  see!  He  only  desires  to 
roscuc  me  and  is  trj^ncr  to  take  my  jniüt  upon  his  own  Shoul- 
ders! Out  of  masrnanimity,  uiit  ul  iove  he  doesit!  Do  not, 
do  not  beüeve  himl  Do  not  let  youi'tselves  be  deceived  by 
himr' 

I?  No;  ßhe — that  is  exactly  what  she — said  Orion  again, 
but  before  he  could  say  more  Paula  cried  out  to  liim  that  that 
loye  is  f alse,  wrong,  that  tries  out  of  mistaken  ma^nammity 
to  sacrifice  itself.  And  when  with  these  words  äe  again 
nressed  her  hand  upon  her  bosom  with  an  imploring  look  he 
kept  silent,  and,  casting  his  eyes  with  a  look  ol tenderest  deyo- 
tion  toward  hoaven,  he  feil  back  upon  tlio  witness-bench. 

And  now  Paula  jo}'f  ully  exclaimcd :  *'  He  has  thought  better 
o£  it  now  and  has  giyen  up  the  mad  attempt  to  take  upon  him« 
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seif  iny  gailt.  Ton  sco,  OUuuaii,  von  all  sco,  noblo  judgoa. 
Let  me  suflVr  for  wliai,  T  did  in  belialf  of  tho  poor  sißtorsi'' 

"  Thy  will  be  done,  ''  ßuaried  tlie  old  man,  aud  the  uegro  ex- 
cLiimed : 

* '  iV  hellish  web  of  lies,  a  deception  wiiliout  parallel!  But 
in  spite  of  the  shield  that  a  woman  has  interposed  in  your  de- 
fense, I  ahall  neveiÜieless  haye  my  reyengo  upon  you,  treasona- 
ble  rascal!  Is  it  credible,  your  honora,  that  a  letter  abould  be 
found  weekB  Mer  it  had  been  completed  among  the  papers  of 
the  writer  rather  than  in  the  poeseaaioii  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  addressed?'* 

Kahdi  slirugged  his  Shoulders  and  replied,  w^th  calm  dignity: 
Rcflcct,  Obada,  that  wc  condcmned  this  young  lady  lipon 
the  grouiids  of  a  letter,  wliicli  \ve  foiuid^  not  in  the  possession 
of  the  rocipient,  but  in  the  posscssion  of  its  writer.  You  raised 
no  objection  to  the  evidcneo  in  that  case,  and  it  is  beconüng 
for  judges  to  use  a  uniform  mea??ure/' 

These  words  wcro  spokcn  in  a  tone  of  authority,  and 
their  applicabinty  to  the  case  in  question  aroused  tho  applause 
of  the  Ärabiaa  jostices,  and  the  jeweler  conld  not  reaist  ez- 
daiming,  in  a  loud  yoice:  SplendidP'  Bnt  no  sooner  had  he 
nttered  the  ezclamation  than  he  moyed  with  the  speed  of  light* 
ning  out  of  ran^e  of  the  negro's  fist,  who  could  scarcely  have 
heard  him,  for  in  angry  words  and  without  allowing  himaelf 
to  be  interrupted  by  Kahdi,  he  sot  forth  how  disgraceful  it  was 
for  mcn  and  judges  to  allow  tliemselyes  to  bc  dupcd  by  a 
wonian,  to  be  inÜuenced  by  a  comedy  of  fools  that  are  m  love, 
how  necessarv  it  should  seem  to  evorv  Mu.s.sulman  to  render 
hfe  secure  and  to  make  an  exaniple  with  due  seyerity  of  the 
instigator  of  a  bloody  rebellion  against  the  majesty  of  their 
auLhority.  xVnd  his  iiuent,  vigorous  language  did  not  fail  to 
haye  effect;  bat  the  Christians,  who  wished  aU  possible  eyil  to 
the  Melchite  girl,  wonld  be  satisfied  vith  her  min,  and  tiiey 
would  haye  wulingly  forgiyen  the  son  of  the  all-honored  Mu- 
kaukas  the  commission  c!  this  offense,  eyen  if  he  had  actually 
committed  it;  and  after  it  was  shown  that  it  was  impossible  to 
determine  in  whose  handwriting  the  writing  upon  the  tablet 
was,  and  a  great  many  arg  ^mcnts  had  been  nmde  on  both  sides, 
the  consultation  proper  bogan. 

Tt  was  a  long  t  ime  before  the  judges  could  agree  upon  a  de- 
cision,  and  during  this  time  Orion  wit  tbcre  upon  the  prisoner'.^ 
beuch,  at  ümes  as  if  he  had  alreadv  been  condemncd  to  a  eruel 
deatb,  and  again  he  wonld  look  into  tho  eyes  of  his  beloved  and 
pre&B  hiri  band  upon  bis  heart,  as  tbougli  he  was  trying  to  keep 
it  from  biirsting  asunder.   He  understood  ber  completely,  »uj 
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her  nöbilitj  exalted  him.  He  had  persuaded  himself  to  accept 
her  gift,  and  etill  ho  had  fully  determined  if  she  had  to  me 
that  he  woiild  foUow  her  in  death.  The  cry,  **  Nan  dotel,'^* 
with  which  Arria  saluted  her  beloved  Pactus,  as  she  plunged 
ilie  rla'jiror  into  her  heart  in  order  to  die  beforcLim,  rcsoinuied 
contimiously  in  Iiis  car?:  hnt  he  thought  also  to  himself  that 
Paula  inigilt  perhapü  lind  pardon  and  that  he  would  thcn  havo 
hiä  whoie  lüo  beforo  him  in  which  he  could  show  her  his  grati- 
tude. 

At  lengih  KaLdi  amiounced  the  decision  of  the  judgcs;  it 
was  impossible  to  find  Orion  guilty  of  death,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  was  j  ust  as  impossible  to  reject  all  belief  in  his  ^uilt 
AcGordingly  theoonrtdeclareditself  unable  to  pronoonce  judg- 
ment  in  the  case^  and  had  decided  to  refer  the  same  to  the 
ealiph  or  to  his  representative  in  Egypt,  the  commandin^  gen- 
eral  Amr.  The  court,  howeTer,  decreed  tliat  the  pnsoner 
ßhould  be  kept  in  closc  confmoment  in  order  that  he  might  bo 
rcady  to  satisfy  justice  in  rase  a  final  sentence  o£  **gmlty 
be  pronoinict'd  against  him. 

^V  hen  Kahdi  declared  wliat  was  to  be  referred  to  the  caiiph 
or  to  his  representative,  Wtikil  exclaimed: 

"  I — I  am  the  representativo  of  tlio  ealiph!" 

Buta  muuiiiiious  murmur  of  dciiial  on  tlic  part  of  the  judges 
repelled  his  Claims,  and  upon  motion  of  KaJidi  it  was  agreed 
among  them  to  protect  we  young  man  a^ainst  all  fordble 
attempts  on  the  part  of  Wekil  oy  donbling  the  strength  of  the 
prison-guardy  in  yiew  of  the  fact  that  grave  charges  against 
Wekil  were  alrcady  on  their  way  to  Medina. 

The  negro  left  the  conrt-room  almost  beside  himself  with 
rage,  and  Horns  Apollo  withdrew,  busily  planning  new  at- 
tempts against  the  lifo  of  the  Damasens  girl. 

Vf  lien  Paula  returncd  to  her  cell,  old  Iktta  thought  that  sho 
had  i-eceived  her  pardon,  so  joyful,  so  proud,  so  sublime  did 
she  appear!  The  gravcst  daugcr  had  been  averted  from  her 
lover,  and  it  was  sho  and  her  love  that  had  resc  ued  him. 

She  had  sacriticed  her  own  life,  but  \vliatc\  er  fate  had  in 
störe  for  her,  life  was  now  open  to  him;  it  would  be  vouchsafed 
to  him  to  utilize*  his  splendM  endowments^  and  that  he  would 
do  it,  do  it  as  she  longed  to  see  him  do  it,  she  had  no  longer  a 
doubt. 

She  had  not  quite  completed  her  account  of  the  trial  whea 
the  jailer  annonnced  to  her  the  name  of  Kahdi.  Immediately 
thereaftor  he  entered  her  cell,  and  after  she  had  expressed  ü 

*  Jt  does  not  hmt. 
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him  her  gratitiide,  and  hc  liad  kindly  J^nred  her  that  he  was 
not  ashained  to  bear  tlie  diögrace  of  bcing  perhaps  a  dii^cd 
jud^e^  as  a  special  boon  of  falie^  he  brought  the  conyersatiOQ 
to  tne  proper  subject  of  hisTisii 

Li  the  letter  vhioh  I  received  yesienlayfrom  my  ancle/* 
thas  he  began,  "  mach  has  been  said  about  you.  You  have 
wen  the  heart  of  the  old  luerchant^  and  the  mquiriea  which  he 
has  institated  in  regard  to  your  father — " 

The  young  girl  iiitcrrnptcd  him:  ^'  Oh^  sir,  sir,  is  theidah, 
the  prayer  of  my  lifo  at  last  about  to  bc  fullilied?'^ 

"  1  Our  father,  th(^  iioblo  Tliomas,  before  whom  even  a  Mns- 
Bulmaii  bows/*  repiied  Otliman,,  he  has  been — "  And  now 
ho  reported  that  the  hero  of  Damascus  had  in  faet  retired  to 
Mouut  Sinai,  and  was  living  there  as  a  hermit.  But  that  she 
must  not  givo  way  to  any  premature  joy,  ior  sick,  consumed 
by  a  diseaae  that  piooeeaea  from  bis  -mmided  lun^^  almost 
dying^  he  had  been  fonnd  by  the  messengers,  "Bis  &yB  were 
nnmbeFed. 

"And  I— I  in  prisonP*  groaned  tho  girl.    "Held  fast, 
powerless^  robbed  oi  tibie  possibility  of  rnahing  into  bis  armsr^ 
Theienpon  be  agam  nrged  her  to  composo  herself^  and«  con- 

tinning  in  bis  mild,  quiet  manncr,  hc  said  that  day  before  yes- 
terday  a  Kabbathaean  had  come  to  him  and  inquired  of  him  as 
the  minister  of  justice  in  Eirypt  whether  an  otd  encmy  of  tho 
Mussulmen,  a  field  marshal,  who,  in  tho  scrvice  of  tho  emperor 
and  of  the  cross,  had  fought  against  the  caliph  and  the  cres- 
cent,  who  was  sick,  wounded  and  broken,  might  tread  Egyptian 
Boll  without  exposing  himself  to  the  risk  of  being  arrested  by 
the  Aiabian  aumorities»  and  when  hß,  Othman,  had  fonnd  ont 
that  this  man  was  Thomas,  the  hero  of  Damascns,  he  joyf  ully 
and«  as  be  knew«  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  bis  master« 
tbe  caliph,  granted  bim  bis  f reedom  and  life. 

And  early  this  moming  her  father  had  arrived  in  Fostat« 
and  he  had  received  him  as  a  gnest  in  bis  own  house.  Yes, 
Thomas  was  standing  \jj)on  the  brink  of  the  graye,  but  was  sus- 
tained  and  inspired  by  tlio  longing  to  foo  onco  moro  bis  bcloved 
daughter,  who,  he  had  been  falsely  informod,  had  los^  bor  lifo 
in  the  ma«sacrc  of  Abyla,  and  for  whom  ho  had  loni?  lamented 
and  mourned  as  for  ono  that  was  lost.  It  was  bis  duty  to  ful- 
fiil  tho  last  wiijh  of  a  dying  man,  aud  consequently  he  had 
commanded  the  jailer  to  hx  tlie  room  that  was  adjacent  to  her 
oeU  irith  tbe  fniniture  that  was  already  on  its  way  from  bis 
house.  Tbe  door  between  this  room  and  her  cell  sbonld  be 
opencd. 

"  I  aball,  then^  see  bim  again«  shall  bare  bim  once  more^ 
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livewith  lüm,  dose  Iiis  eyes^  perhaps  die  with  him!*'  cried 
Paula,  and  grasplng  the  kind  mau^s  band  ehe  kisaed  it  grate- 

fully. 

The  Mussulman's  cycs  filled  with  fpfir:^,  and  hc  nrgcd  hoi 
not  to  tliank  liim,  but  the  only  and  aii-merciful  Orx!  aljove, 
and  befove  tlio  sun  went  down  the  lieiwl  of  the  condemned  girl 
rested  upon  the  bosom  of  the  wounded  and  d ying  hero,  whose 
still  powerful  miud  and  warm  heari  iclt  to  Ihe  i'uiiest  extent 
the  ecstasy  of  seeing  bis  child  aguin. 

Thus  a  new  and  indeBonbable  joy  bad  yisited  Paula  within 
Üie  dismal  walls  of  the  prison,  and  on  the  same  day  the  jailer 
camed  to  Orion  a  letter  contabing  the  greetings  of  the  f ather 
of  bis  betrothed  bride,  and  as  he  read  the  loving  cougratula« 
tions  it  contained  he  feit  as  if  an  invisible  band  nad  rcmoved 
from  him  forever  the  curse  which  bis  own  f ather  had  pro- 
nonnccd  lipon  him.  A  stränge,  jo}'f  id  pcacefidness,  a  zeal  for 
work  and  brightness  of  spirits  took  possession  of  him,  niid  Iie 
did  not  permit  either  mind  er  pen  to  rest  until  the  xuor^iing 
began  to  dawn. 


ETEKTS  AT  THE  HOUSB  OF  BUFIÜTTTB  AFFECTEIKG  THE  FBIER]>- 
LY  BELAXEOKS  BETWEEK  H0BÜ8  APOLLO  AND  JOHANITA. 

Olb  Horns  Apollo  letumed  from  the  conrt-hoose  to  his  new 

home  with  his  brow  onunously  contracted. 
Before  the  house  of  the  widow  Susjmnah  he  saw  a  group  of 

people  gazing  into  the  gaiden  and  at  the  beautif  ul  mansion. 

i\s  hundred  s  of  groiips  had  already  done  before,  they,  too, 
met  him  with  exclamations  of  praise  and  tlianks  and  words  of 
eucourai:rni*']it,  and  as  he  acknowk^di^ed  tliem  with  a  sliiiht 
bow,  and  in  doing  so  followcd  the  direction  of  theii*  anxious 
glances  he  shuddered,  for  above  the  large  garden  gate  was 
nangiiig  like  a  brand-mark  as  a  sign  of  warning  a  black  tablefc 
which  notified  passers-by: 
**  Keep  far  away  from  this  thieshoM!  Behmd  it  is  raging 


The  old  man  loathed  eyeijthing  that  Teminded  him  of  deaÜi, 
and  a  cold  chill  crept  orer  him.  It  was  dangerous»  and  caused 
him  apprehenfibn  to  lire  so  near  to  a  honse  mfected  wi^  the 

plague! 

flow  did  it  happen  that  it  had  reached  this  healthiest  portion 
of  the  city,  a  portion  which  even  the  last  terrible  pestilenoa 

had  spared? 

A  citj  officer  whom  the  old  man  summoned  to  his  side  told 
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lum  that  the  two  slayes^  father  aiid  soii^  who  were  chaiged  with 
the  care  of  Susannah's  bath-house  had  first  been  seized,  but 
that  thev  had  during  the  night  becii  scoretly  conveyed  to  the 
new  hospital-tentf?,  but  that  later  the  widow  licrself  had  also 
fallen  a  victim  to  it.  In  order  to  securc  tliis  (|narter  of  the 
town  agaiust  infection,  the  premises  were  being  guarded  on  all 
fiides. 

"  Keep  a  strict,  very  strict  watch;  do  not  let  even  a  rat 
escape  from  the  house!"  cried  the  old  man,  and  rode  on. 

It  had  grown  later  than  it  was  yesterday  when  he  got  home» 
It  miz8t  Ee  time  f or  su^per,  and  as  he  prepared,  i^f  ter  a  short 
rast,  ivith  the  help  of  Eis  servant  to  wash  and  make  rcady  for 
^ke  mcai,  a  lame  honse-maid  entered  his  room  and  plaoed  a 
waiter  f  ull  of  hot  dishes  upon  the  littLe  table  near  the  aiTan. 

What  could  this  mean? 

And  before  ho  could  ask  the  qnestion  he  was  told  that  for 
the  future  the  ladies  desired  to  eatalone;  he  would  be  seryed 
in  his  room. 

At  these  words  oiicic  more  the  red  spot  became  visible  upon 
his  cheeks,  aud  aftcr  a  few  moments'  refleetion  he  called  to 
his  servant:  My  aöö!"  and  to  the  maid:  ^'  Where  is  thy  mis- 
tress?'' 

'^Wifh  the  jeweler  Cfamaliely  in  ihe  viriäarium;  h\st  iitey 
are  abont  to  sit  down  to  table." 

**Without  their  gnest?  I  nnderstand  what  they  meanT' 
muttered  the  old  man»  and  seizing  his  hat  walked  past  the 
maid  ont  of  the  roonu 

He  met  Gamaliel  in  the  vestibnle  just  as  a  slave-girl  was 
handing  him  his  stalt.  The  old  man  susjiected  that  the  jeweler 
hnd  come  with  no  othcr  Intention  than  that  of  warning  the 
ladies  against  him,  so,  without  honoring  him  with  a  gianco^  he 
betook  hiniself  to  tho  dining-room. 

Thorc  he  found  Pulcheria  and  Maria  kneeling  before 
Johanna^  and  all  threc  wceping  bitterly.  ile  had  a  suspicioii 
for  whom  their  tears  wero  flowing,  and  inspired  with  a  aesire 
to  pioye  tmjnst  l^e  accnsation  that  he  had  entered  their  house 
as  a  spy,  he  addreased  the  widow, 

The  latter  had  shnddered  when  she  saw  him  enter  the 
room»  but  now  she  pointed  with  outstretched  finger  to  the 
door,  and  when  he  remained  standing  in  order  to  commence  his 
defense,  ehe  interrnpted  him  in  a  loud  and  urgent  tone: 

**  Ko,  no,  sir!  This  house  shall  from  now  on  rcmain  closed 
to  you!  You  yourself  have  broken  asuiuk  r  the  bonds  that 
nnited  us!  Do  not  difiturb  our  peacel  lieturu  thither  whenoe 
youcamel" 
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The  old  man  once  morc  tried  to  speak^  bat  the  widow  anm 

and  cried  to  the  yoiing  girls: 

"  Follow  me,  my  children!*'  "With  thcsc  words  they  hastened 
into  the  adjoining  room  and  olo?cd  the  door  behind  them. 

Horns  i\])oll()  romaiiicd  .stand in^  upoji  the  threshold.  As 
old  ^is  he  was,  lio  liad  uever  received  before  such  an  insidt,  but 
he  did  not  hiy  it  to  the  charge  of  thosc  who  had  sliut  the  door 
in  his  face,  but  to  tliat  of  the  alrcady  ovorcharged  account  of 
the  Damascus  girl,  aiid  as  lie  rode  hume  upon  his  white  ass  he 
made  freqnent  nalts  in  oider  to  speak  to  tue  paasers-by. 

Daring  the  days  that  foUowed  he  paid  no  attention  to  the 
heat  of  the  day  nor  to  the  necessity  of  giving  his  hody  rest, 
and  of  exercising  his  mind  with  quiet  work,  but  rode  mom- 
ing;  noon^  and  ni^ht  up  and  down  the  streets,  and  aronsed  the 
people  by  incendiary  specches,  declaring  everything  wonld  go 
to  nopolcss  destruction  if  they  did  not  hasten  to  make  use  of 
the  only  meaus  of  rcscue,  tho  oiic  he  hiid  proposed  to  them. 

He  was  prcsCiMt  at  every  meeting  of  the  sinato,  and,  with 
fiery  eloqnence,  lie  held  the  Senators  favorable  to  bis  side,  op- 
posedwitli  cnergy  the  efforts  of  thebishop,  and  urgeiitly  pressed 
tho  fixingof  the  day  when  the  Nile  should  celebrate  his  nuptials 
with  hiä  bi  lde. 

He  was  well  acqnamted  with  his  Egyptian  hrethren,  and 
knew  their  passion  for  the  excitementof  amagnifioent  festival. 
The  marriage  of  the  bride  of  the  Nile  to  her  powerful,  restless 
loid,  uponwhom  theweal  and  woe  of  the  whole  land  depended, 
should  be  a  blooming  oasis  in  the  dosort  of  want  and  despair^ 
and  the  recollections  of  his  childhood,  of  the  grand  processions 
in  honor  of  Isis,  and  of  the  fc  stivals  in  glorification  oi  Trias  and 
herseif,  such  as  he  himself  bad  seen  and  hcard  bis  father  dc- 
scribo,  all  tbat  be  bad  read  in  books  conceruing  tlie  great 
parades  and  scenic  reprcseiitjitions  in  heatlit*n  Eg}^pt  lie  col- 
lected  togctlicr  and  n'])roduced  to  the  Senate  aud  pco])le  in 
flaming  colors,  and  advised  the  Senator?  npon  the  oceaJ?iou  of 
this  marriage  to  attcmpt  a  reijetition  of  this  maguilicence. 

And  every  one  in  whose  veins  Egyptian  hlood  flowed  listened 
attentiye]y  to  his  words,  feit  pleasure  at  his  propositions  and  a 
readmess  to  make  ereiy  effort  to  increase  the  magiüficence  of 
the  festiT^,  in  which  every  one  could  take  part  either  as  a  par- 
tidpant  or  as  a  spectator.  Thousands  were  starvin^,  but  for 
tlus  nnheard-of  f  estival  there  were  ample  means,  and  we  Senate 
feit  no  compunction  in  making  new  loans  to  covertbe  expense. 

**  Ruin  or  rcscnc  was  the  Solution  which  Horns  Apollojiad 
Bubmitted  to  the  })roplo  of  Mrm]ibis.  If  everytbing  shoTild  go 
to  ruin  the  talents  that  had  been  laid  up  would  be  deslroy©(? 
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with  evervtliing  eise;  on  tho  othcr  hand,  sliould  tlieir  facriüce 
avail,  should  the  Nile  bless  Iiis  children  by  the  bestowal  of  ro- 
newed  prosperity,  of  what  iise  was  it  for  the  city  and  coimtry 
to  hükl  back  on  account  of  a  few  drachmas.  And  00  thu  day 
for  the  uuptials  was  fixed. 

Not  fuü  tvoweeks  after  sentenoe  of  death  liad  been  pro- 
ixoimced  upon  Paula,  npon  Übe  feast  of  Saint  Serapis^  they 
propoaed  to  celebrate  the  wonderfui,  saTing  f estiTal  tbat  would 
restore  to  them  tbeir  joy, 

Noithor  the  old  man,  nor  tbe  judges,  nor  the  Senators  wbo 
had  Ki'on  her  could  describe  the  beauty  of  the  bridel  The  eyes 
of  old  Ilorus  sparkled  with  a  fiery  hatred  a«  ho  attempted  to 
describe  her!  The  giauces  of  a  loYer  could  not  have  beamed 
more  brilliantly! 

The  patriciau  maid  should  at^ne  for  all  the  injuries  sbo  liad 
done  him;  and  his  victory  proniised  to  inflict  pain,  not  only 
upon  this  one  woman,  bat  upou  the  whole  Clii-istiau  faith, 
vnich  he  cordially  hated! 

But  Bi.shop  John  had  not  remainod  idle.  Tiiiii  ediately  after 
his  spcecli  agaiust  tlie  detree  of  the  people,  he  had  dispatched 
a  canier-pigeon  to  Upper  Eg\^t  mm  news  for  tbe  patriarcb, 
and  be  ezpected  Benjamm's  answer  to  affoid  bim  means  for 
still  more  powerf  ul  Opposition. 

In  tbe  Oburcb,  before  tbe  senate^  and  eyen  npon  Üie  street^ 
tbe  bishop  and  all  tbe  clergy  made  every  effort  to  lesist  tbe 

fiendish  design  of  the  Senators  and  people;  but  the  passion 
wbicb  tbe  old  man  had  kindled  soon  broke  fortb  into  brilliant 
flames,  as  if  it  were  fidelity  to  the  faith,  temperance  aud  pru- 
denee,  wbich  it  was  tbe  duty  o£  bimseU  and  bis  foüowers  to 
respect. 

At  times  the  wind  blew  upon  both  sides,  but  upon  tbat  of 

the  bishop  it  camc  in  contact  only  with  dim-glowing  coals, 
wiiile  upon  the  otlier  sidc  it  niot  buniing  tongues  of  flamcs. 
VVant  and  dcspair  liad  shaken  Üieir  faith,  had  relaxcd  disci- 
plinc,  and  cven  the  most  miirhty  weapc^ns  of  the  Ohnrch. 

The  curüe "  and  **  the  blessin<j  ^'  had  proven  thcni.selvea 
powcrless.  A  iloating  beam  ]md  been  pointed  out  to  the 
arowning  people,  aud  they  ref used  to  wait  longer  for  the  life- 
saving  boat  wbich«  witb  strong  men  at  tbe  oars  and  an  experi- 
enced  pilot  at  tbe  radder,  was  approacbing  in  tbe  distanoe»  and 
whoae  doty  it  was  to  rescne  them. 

Horns  did  not  retnm  to  Bnfinus's  bonse.  A  few  bours  after 
tbewidowbad  sbown  bim  tbe  door  bis  slaves  came  to  f etcb 
wbatever  be  bad  left  in  tiie  bonse.   His  body-serrant  at  tbo 
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same  time  broiiglit  a  large  closcd  vaso  to  Mme.  Johanna^  and 
a  ietter  'Jritli  Üie  following  contents' 

One  ought  not  to  oondemn  vithont  hearing.  Bnt  yon 
have  done  sa  HovoTor^  I  shall  not  upbraid  yon.  Upon  bis 
retiun  home  PhilippnsinU  perhaps  be  able  to  take  np  me  enda 
of  Our  bond  of  union  and  knit  them  together  again.  I  send 
yon  a  portion  of  the  medicinc  which  he  gaTe  me  when  he  went 
away,  m  order  that  you  mi^dit  use  it  in  easc  of  necessitj%  Hia 
assistant  d'^clarcs  that  it  is  an  cxr-fllent  remedy.  May  tlio 
disease  which  hm  seized  upon  joor  ueighhor^s  hoose  Bpare  yoiur 

This  letter  cansed  the  widow  joj^  bat  when  ehe  read  it  aload 
little  Maria  cried: 

*^  And  i£  we  get  ack  we  mnst  not  dare  to  take  a  drop  of 
tbis  miztnre!   I  teil  you  he  wants  to  poison  na. 

HowcTor,  Jobanna  inaisted  that  the  old  man,  in  spite  of  bis 
hatred  of  Paula^  was  at  beart  not  bad,  and  Pulcheria  declared 
that  it  mnst  be  so  for  the  simple  reason  that  Philippus  loved 
him  80  deiirlv.  Tf  ho  liad  only  boon  hcre  evcrything  would, 
have  been  dülerent  and  would  have  turned  out  for  the  best. 

Maria  remained  with  Johanna  and  Pul  until  it  grew  dark. 
Their  conversation  turned  constantly  upon  Paula,  and  when  in 
tho  afteraoon  the  ^sahl>ath«an  messenger  annuunced  himself, 
and  in  the  name  of  their  imprisoned  friend  reported  that  ho 
had  restored  to  ber  ber  father^  tbe  ladiea  again  began  to  en- 
tertain  bopea  for  her^  and  Maria  was  enabled,  witbont  exdting 
suapicion«  to  indulge  ber  ardent  desire  to  sbow  tbem  bow 
deeply  and  sincerely  she  loved  tbem. 

At  length  she  said  she  had  to  go  to  say  her  lessons  to 
Eadozia;  she  had,  she  declared,  for  to-day  something  tbafc  was 
unusually  diÖicult,  and  bogged  them  to  think  of  her  and  to 
wish  her  success.  She  thon  threw  her  arms  first  arouud  tho 
widow's  neck  and  then  aroimd  Pulcheria's,  and  as  the  tears 
))egan  to  well  up  in  her  eyes  she  asked  whether  bho  was  not  a 
Htupid,  foolijih  iittlo  creature,  but  still  they  must  thiuk  of  her 
and  not  iorget  her. 

She  shut  herseK  up  in  her  room  with  the  Greek,  and  Eudoxia 
cnt  oft  ber  beantifol  aofl;  bair,  and  for  tbe  firat  time  abed  tears 
aa  sbe  did  ao^  and  ber  teara  flowed  more  copionaly  aa  abe  bound 
aronnd  Maria's  neck  a  little  amulet  containing  a  lock  of  bair 
f  rom  the  goat'a  akin  of  John  the  Baptiat,  a  legacy  she  had  re- 
ceived  f i  om  her  motber.  It  was  dear  and  sacred  to  her,  and 
abe  had  never  been  aeparated  from  it  bef ore;  bnt  now  it  was  U 
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bring  good  lack  in  abundanoe  to  the  child  aod  protect  hei 
from  all  härm. 

But  had  it  brought  her  good  forf^^e? 

Kot  yery  mach,  but  8he  still  had  faith  in  the  healing  and 

protcotiug  power  of  the  relic. 

At  length  Maria  stood  before  her  with  short  Lair  and  dressed 
like  a  boy,  and  the  httle  <iirl  mado  a  wondorfully  sweet  and 
handsome  boy!  Eudoxia  ( uuld  not  look  often  enough  at  the 
beautiful  child.  But  Maria  waa  too  pretty,  too  delicato  for  a 
boy,  so  ehe  advised  her  urgently  whenever  slie  met  pecple  ulong 
the  road  to  pull  her  broad-brimmed  traveling  hat  Xar  du wu 
Over  her  cyüi-  or  to  blackcn  lier  face. 

Johanna  had  leamed  through  Gamaliel^  who  had  in  fact 
called  npon  her  this  momin^  to  warn  her  against  the  old  man, 
ihe  result  of  the  eession  of  the  court^  and  Paula's  magnanimoua 
act  had  only  intensified  her  admiration  for  lier. 

If  she  oould  meet  the  Arabian  general  ahe  could  auswar  all 
bis  Questions,  and  so  she  feit  as  she  paBsed  through  the  garden 
to  tne  Street  with  Eudoxia  Ihat  she  was  in  eveiy  lespect  well 
armed  for  the  ordcal. 

When  slio  reached  the  strcet  she  kissed  her  band  toward  tlie 
house  and  its  beloved  occupaiits,  and  then  with  a  sigh  sho 
pointed  to  their  neighbor's  house  and  said: 

"Poor  Catharine;  she  is  impriüoncd  now!  I  lovo  her  in 
spite  of  it  all,  Eudoxia,  and  when  I  reflect  that  ehe  may  catch 
the  plague  and  die—  Butnol  TeU  mother  and  Pulcheria  that 
thej  mnst  be  kind  to  her.  To-morrow  af ter  breakf ast  give 
fhem  my  letter^  and  if  they  become  anzions  about  me  to-ni^ht, 
quiet  them  and  teil  them  you  know  all  about  it,  and  that  it  is 
nseless  to  be  uneasy  about  me.  Make  it  all  right  with  them, 
und  don't  let  them  worry  tbemselves. 

When  she  reached  onc  of  tho  Jacohif  o  chapcls  she  roqucstcd 
Eudoxia  to  wait  for  her,  and  went  in  aud  threw  herseif  before 
a  crncifix. 

Soon  she  reappcared,  brij^ht  and  happy,  and  as  she  reached 
tho  last  honscs  of  tlio  city,  elio  cried: 

**  Isn't  it  öini'iü,  Eudoxia?  lam  leaving  bcliind  me  precioua 
ßouls,  and  yet  I  feel  like  an  imprisoned  bird  that  has  escaped 
from  its  cagel  Heayens,  snch  a  ride  by  night  and  through  the 
mountains  and  deserti  A  fleet-footed  animal  beneuth  me, 
and  aboye  me  no  roof  but  the  blue  vanlt  of  heaven  with  its 
conntless  starsl  Forward,  for^vard,  with  a  noble  end  in  xriewl 
Dependent  upon  myself  alone,  intrusted  with  a  matter  of 
^rave  moment  like  a  grown  person!  Is  it  not  inspiring?  And 
a£  God  is  witk  me,  and  I  find  the  Commander  and  sucoeed  in 
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toachioff  bis  heart—  Teil  me^  Eudam,  will  thexe  be  a  iiap 
pier  girl  in  the  whole  World?'' 

In  the  inn  cf  Kesptah  tlicy  foond  the  Masdakite  provided 
with  exodlent  dromedaries  and  the  necessary  driyers  and 

guidcR. 

The  Greek  gave  her  lit  tle  darling  mndx  additional  advice« 
and  addcd  from  the  depths  of  her  heart  her  matenial  blessmg. 
Hassmi  liftcd  the  littlc  girl  lipon  her  dromedary,  arrunged  her 
with  Lhc  greatesfc  eure  iu  the  s^uddle,  aud  the  Uttle  caravaii  h<'- 
gan  to  move  forward.  Maria  waved  many  farewells  witli  iier 
haudkerchief  to  her  old  teacher  and  newlv  made  friend,  and 
Eudoxia  coTitinued  to  stare  after  her  long  after  ühe  had.  di6>ap- 
poared  lu  ihe  darkness. 

Then  ehe  started  home^  at  first  weeping  and  with  head 
downcast,  but  af terward  eiect,  with  tearless  ejee  and  firm  step 
She  had  peciiliar  sensations^  her  heart  beat  more  violenÜy  than 
it  had  done  for  vears^  and  die  feit  exalted  by  the  conscioasness 
that  8he  was  in  tke  f  utnre  to  act^  not  according  to  the  hard  com- 
mands  of  an  onerous  daty>  but  like  a  free  person  according  to 
the  dictates  of  her  own  consciencc.  She  was  anxious  to  begin 
her  defense  at  once  and  to  s\v>vr  the  others  that  she  had  dono 
what  "was  right,  and  when  Maria  was  niissing  at  sup])er,  and 
had  not  apiienred  nt  hod-time,  she  had  many  apprehension^  to 
quiet  and  ( au  ^  s  for  granting  consolation,  and  was  forced  also 
to  hsten  to  many  disagreeable  inpinnatioiis,  bnt  she  bore  thera 
all  paiiently,  and  rejoiced  to  be  able  to  suller  for  her  httle 
darling.  And  on  the  following  morning,  after  deliyering  to 
Johanna  Marians  letter«  her  loye  and  patienoe  were  Bubjected 
to  BtüL  severer  tests,  for  the  kind,  good-hearted  woman  in« 
dnlged  in  abnse  against  her  which  a  short  while  ago  would 
have  cansed  her  to  demand  in  eharp^  angiy  words  her  dis- 
Charge;  but  she  took  it  all  quietly,  and  it  was  not  until  toward 
midday,  when  the  biahop  appeared  to  conduct  the  child  into  a 
convent  ,  and  Ii  ad  grown  wrathful  over  her  disappearance, 
threaieiied  tlie  widow,  and  declnrod  that  he  would  hiwe  search 
made  for  the  littie  girl  througiiout  tho  whole  land  until  ehe 
was  foiind  that  Eudoxia  Mt  that  it  was  now  time  for  her  to 
triumph. 

The  Greek  let  the  bishop  qnietly  leave  the  house,  and  then 
she  let  fly  her  last  and  best  arrow,  telling  Johanna  that  sho 
had  fayored  the  child's  rash  act  for  the  piupose  of  Baving  her 
from  the  cloister.   And  her  newly  awakened  matemal  loye 

fave  power  to  her  words^  and  what  she  had  almost  oeased  to 
opc  for  happened;  the  warm-hearted  little  woman,  who  had 
yesterday  woonded  her  feelings  with  such  harah  words,  thiew 
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her  arms  arouud  her  tall,  slendcr  foriii,  gavt»  lior  au  affcctiou- 
ato  kiss,  called  her  a  brave,  spirited  girl,  aud  begged  her  to 
f  ordve  her  for  all  fihe  had  said  and  done  vesterdaj. 

When  Eudoxia  retired  to  rest  ahe  feft  that  ahe  had  been 
ffrowing  backward^  as  it  were^  and  that  she  bad  bcoome  more 
üke  the  bright  yoiing  girl  ahe  used  to  be  among  her  brothers 
and  sisters  in  her  father's  houae. 


CHAPTEB  XLVIIL 

0MIN0U8  EVENTS  AT  THE  HOUSE  OF  SUSANNAH. 

Paula  now  knew  with  wLat  she  was  tlireateued.  Bishop 
Jnhn  it  was  who  had  tokl  her  oi'  it,  but  iu  a  most  syinpatiietict 
riiaiiiiti  aiid  with  the  aspuraiire  that  he  still  had  the  firm  hojie 
ot"  heilig  ablc  topreveiit  the  cxccution  of  the  isiiii'ul  audhcalhen- 
ish  plan;  but  even  without  the  prelate'a  interference  the  con- 
demned  girl  would  have  leamed  what  fate  awaited  her,  for 
daily  laree  crowds  vonld  collect  before  Ihe  priaon  walla,  and 
with  loud  cries  demand  a  sight  o£  the    Bride  of  the  Nile/* 

She  waa  often  greeted  with  cries  of  All  hail!"  but  when 
the  madmen  had  ahheked  themaelTes  hoarae  then  they  reviled 
her  shamofully. 

T]i<'  ory,  Bride  of  tlie  !Nile!'''  was  lieard  from  moniin s"  tili 
night,  aud  the  jailer  rejoiced  that  thu  bishop  ha^.!  reliüvcd  liim 
of  the  painfiil  duty  of  explaining  to  Paiüa  the  meaniiig  uf 
these  omiiious  words,  about  wliich  she  had  already  repeaU-dly 
asked  him.  At  ürst  this  ncw  aud  horriblc  dauger  had  terrihed 
aud  overwhelmed  her,  but  she  made  every  elfort  to  appcar 
calm  and  eyen  jovial  in  the  presenoe  of  her  sick  fother^  and  to 
hold  fast  to  the  hope  that  the  bishop  had  held  out  to  her. 
She  Bucoeeded  in  doing  so  bj  day,  but  when  night  came  on  a 
torturing  dread  would  take  poaaession  of  her,  and  she  could  see 
herseif  m  her  imagination  surrounded  by  crowds  of  enraged 
and  insane  people,  dragged  to  the  mer,  and  before  thousands 
of  eyes  hurlcd  into  a  liquid  gravc. 

Prayer  no  Jouger  was  of  elTcct,  no  striving  and  struggliiig 
availed  ,  even  the  tcnder  lovc  greetings  which  came  to  her  so 
ofteu  from  Orion  were  powerless;  no  Kong  that  he  simg  in  the 
ßhort  honrs  of  recreation  which  he  allowed  himself  to  his  be- 
loved,  no  word  of  consolation  from  the  bishop,  not  even  tlie 
Visits  of  her  friends  brought  pcace  and  comfort  to  the  poor 
girl 

The  jailer  brought  these  U  her  as  often  as  it  was  possiblCj 
and  among  those  who  found  their  way  to  her  were  iSenato 
Justinus  m'i  bis  wile  Martimw 
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Fortunately  as  sooii  as  lliu  bath-slaves  of  tho  wiilow  Susan iiiih 
had  becn  prostrated,  aud  the  rumor  had  reached  their  ears  that 
the  doctor  oonaidered  their  8[)'mptomB  as  the  beginniug  of  the 
plague^  the  Senator  and  his  wife  had  lef t  the  honse  of  their 
iriend  and  again  taken  quarters  in  the  hotel  of  Sostratos^  bat 
their  nephew  Narses,  who  had  just  been  ransomed  from 
ßlavery,  remainod  ut  tlie  house  of  Catharine's  mother. 

Heliodora  and  he  had  in  fact  intendcd  to  follow  them  im- 
mediately,  but  jnst  as  they  werc  ready  to  leave  the  honse  flio 
plac^ue  had  ahcady  Hi  izid  upon  Susaimah,  and  the  authorities 
ba/l  lorbiddeii  any  oiic  to  leave. 

Heliodora  by  hcrjäolf  might  perhaps  have  escaped  into  the 
city,  but  Am  refused  at  any  price  to  forsake  her  imfortunate 
brother-in-luw,  für  only  iu  her  preoence  did  he  feel  better;  he 
would  not  permit  any  one  eise  to  nurse  him,  and  he  loathed 
f  ood  and  dnnk  if  any  one  bat  she  handed  it  to  him.  Besides^ 
m  his  sickness  the  former  dashmg  cavalry  officer  had  become 
80  toachingly  like  her  dcceased  husband;  she  knew  that  Narses 
had  loved  her  before  his  brother  had,  and  hud  only  for  his 
brother's  sake  kept  his  passion  to  himself.  Her  fondness  for 
nursing  found  satisfaction,  and  her  anxiety  for  the  yoimg  man 
who,  although  almost  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  was  still  not 
yet  beyond  all  hope,  the  wish  of  restoring  Iii  tu  to  lifo  kept  her 
day  and  night  upon  her  feet,  and  caused  every  other  duty  to 
seem  to  her  a  secondary  and  unimportant  consideration.  Her 
lifo  had  once  more  received  a  new  impulse,  her  ambition  had 
won  an  object  llial  was  not  imauainable,  aud  she  was  devotiiig 
herseif  to  it  body  and  souL 

Her  nncle  had  toM  her  confidentially  that  an  aident  passion 
boand  Orion  to  Fktala. 

It  was  a  painf  ul  blow  to  her^  but  the  Damascas  girl  had  won 
her  respect  and  adoiiration,  and  she  was  well  satisfied  at  the 
thought  of  having  been  con^aered  by  no  less  a  person. 

Although  in  many  a  quiet  moment  she  feit  a  longing  for 
him,  she  looked  lipon  it  as  an  injostioe  toward  hör  patient^  or 
OS  a  kind  of  robbery  of  bis  riirbts. 

As  to  Catharine,  Heüodora  was,  with  the  exception  of  her 
mother,  the  ehief  object  of  hör  caro.  The  slighti^st  eoniplaint 
from  oitlier  of  them  trouljlcd  her  beyo?id  (]<.'seri])tion,  aiul  when- 
ever  Su^aiinah  would  tlirow  horself  upon  the  sofa,  overeonie 
with  the  heat,  or  the  young  widow  after  a  night  of  auxioua 
watching  bv  the  bedside  of  ü\e  sick  soldier  complained  of  her 
old  headaches,  the  young  girl  grew  p^le,  feit  her  heart  beat 
with  painf  ul  vehcmence,  and  in  her  mind's  eye  saw  them  boÜi 
stricke]  down  with  the  piague^  with  throbbing  temples  and 
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fihose  ommons,  f eaif ul  spots  npon  iheir  oheeks  and  forehcads, 
and  as  often  as  tlic  young  cnminal  feit  the  approach  of  such 

fears  she  could  feel  llio  accursed  pressure  upon  tliat  spot  of  her 
head  wheic  the  feverish  band  of  the  sick  bishojj  had 

The  Senator 's  wife  luid  since  Paula' s  arrest  changed  her 
maniicr  toward  the  littlc  hummiii2^-bird  in  such  a  maiked 
manner  that  she  ap])eared  to  Oalliarme  Hke  a  Walking  ro- 
proach,  and  the  young  girl  would  Lave  been  happy  to  see  tho 
honored  couple  leave  her  moiher's  house.  13ut  they  lijui 
scarcely  left  her  house  wlien  the  Baddest  misfortune  ontored 
gueöt.  The  slave  who  was  cliargcd  with  healing  the  baths, 
aad  to  wbom  tbe  Infected  garmeuts  bad  been  given  mth 
Orders  to  bam  them  kept  back  a  portion  of  them^  and  bis  son 
had  assisted  him  in  the  matter^  and  her  nurse,  the  mother  of 
her  foster-brother  Anubis,  had  come  into  contact  with  her  im- 
ni  liatelyafter  her  return  from  the  house  of  the  enchantress 
and  from  her  visit  to  the  bishop.  These  three  had  been  seized 
with  the  plague  first.  They  were  removed  to  the  hospital-tents, 
the  nurso  and  the  eider  slave  as  corpses. 

But  had  the  terrible  plague  been  banished  with  them  from 
the  house?  If  not,  Üivn  it  would  in  turn  seize  those  who  luid 
tliroAvn  ihemselves  into  the  arms  of  the  unclean  one;  üxst 
Heliodora,  and  then  her  mother! 

Pro])orly  Rhe  ought  to  preccdo  them,  and  if  tho  plague  seized 
the  oiliers  and  death  were  fn  Imrl  her  into  the  grave,  then  in 
so  doing  it  would  simply  bü  siiowiug  her  merey.  She  was-  still 
so  young,  and  yet  she  hated  life,  since  it  afiorded  her  not  hing 
but  humiliation,  disappointment  and  woauds  of  poisoncd 
arrows,  wliich  from  the  prison  entered  her  heart  and  piciced  it 
to  the  coro,  and  a  dread  of  death  vhidi  gaye  her  no  rest  by  day 
or  by  night 

'W'hen  the  doctor  came  to  remove  the  sick  slaves  from  tho 
house  to  the  tents  in  the  desert,  he  informed  her  by  way  of 
news  that  the  judges  had  senteneed  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
to  dcath^  and  that  both  the  people  and  the  senate  had  deter- 
mined,  in  spite  of  the  new  bishop^s  Opposition,  to  cast  her  inta 
the  Nile  as  a  sacrifice,  in  pursuance  of  an  old  and  revered  cus- 
tom.  That  the  fato  of  Orion  would  be  determined  the  follow- 
ing  day,  but  that  it  would  prove  the  greatest  disadvantage  to 
him,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Jaeobite  judges,  that  he  had  selected 
the  Melcliite  woman  for  his  bride. 

r;iniarino  wa«'  forced  to  snpport  herself  upon  Tier  raother's 
ai-ni-chair  to  kee|j  from  sinkingnpon  Lhe  iloor.  and  witli  eheeks 
all  aglow  she  asked  the  doctor  so  manj  quostions  that  he  lost 
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his  patiencc,  aiid  left  her  in  disgust  at  such  an  ezoeas  ol 

feminiac  ciiriosity, 

Yes,  the  other  oiie  "  was  now  kiiown  by  all  to  be  bis  bride; 
bat  sbo  was  bis  oiily  to  die!  Slio  feit  as  if  a  bot  strcam  wcre 
coiirsijii^  tbrougli  Ik  t  w'in?,  aiid  at  tbat  tbougbt  she  could  bave 
llirowii  her  arins  arouud  tbe  neck  of  aiiy  ono  pbe  met.  A 
fiendiab  aud  Xcarfiil  joy  it  was  wbicli  took  possession  of  ber, 
bat  evrn  it  gave  ber  bappiness,  precious  ba])niiK\ss;  sbe  was  a 
blossoiii  of  nell,  but  witb  brilliaiit  leaves  and  an  intoxicating 
odor.  Bat  her  colors  dazzled  her,  and  ehe  eoon  feit  a  disgust 
for  that  perf ume.  She  begap  to  feel  horrified  at  herseif,  but 
neyertheless  she  conld  have  shouted  for  joy  as  often  as  the 
tbought  croflsed  her  mind  that  "  tbe  otber    musfc  die! 

Her  motber  bcgan  to  gvow  anxious  ahout  her  for  fear  she 
too  niigbt  fall  a  yictim  to  tbc  plague,  for  ber  cheeks  glowed  so 
qnoerly  and  sbe  was  so  restless  and  so  strangcly  excited. 

8in('c  Heliodora  bad  rcccivcd  the  overwlielniing  news  of 
Paula's  and  Orients  engaL^^cinenl  witli  such  incümpre]i''?''^ible, 
alfliougb  visibly  painfiil  i'(juaniiuitj,  bbe  becanie  to  tliis  vmO' 
I  M  »aal,  impulsive  young  girl  a  weak  woman  and  one  unwortby 
of  notlm.  And  on  ber  account  sbe  bad  bccu  guilty  of  some- 
tbin^  tbat  looked  as  mucb  bke  murder  as  one  pea  Hke  anotber, 
and  nad  even  ünperiled  her  own  moÜier's  lilel  It  was  a  des- 
p)LTate  thing  to  scourge  one's  seif  in  snch  a  manner. 

When  Susannah  kSsed  her  good-night  she  oomplained  of  a 
dull  pain  in  ber  neck,  and  tbat  ber  lips  were  swoUen,  if  äiß 
was  not  mistaken.  Oatharine  seized  ber,  and  with  treiabling 
lips  asked  her  many  questions,  took  the  candle  and  examiued 
ber  montb  and  scarelicd  ber  face,  arms  and  neck  witb  bated 
breath  for  tliu  ominons  «pot.''.  But  she  could  not  Buccced  in 
findiiig  aiiy,  and  Susaiinali  smiied  at  ber  imeasincss  and  ealled 
ber  ber  precious,  tbouglitful  cbild,  and  warned  licr  not  to  bo 
too  auxious  about  tbe  plague^  because  anxiety  migbt  bring  it 
on. 

Tbe  yomi^  girl  could  find  no  sleep  tbat  night  Her  fiendish 
joy  had  yamshed,  and  uneasy  lefleotions  and  frightfnl  pictnres 
of  the  imagiuation  tormented  harwhüe  awake  and  rortured 
her  stfll  more  while  dozing. 

When  dawn  hegan  to  break,  her  nneasiness  about  ber  moth« 
er  became  so  great  that  she  sprang  up  and  rn^i  iuto  ber  room, 
but  sbe  was  sfeeping  so  soundly  tbat  tbe  did  not  even  bear  ber 
cbild^s  footstejis.  Catbarine  was  rclicved,  and  withdrow 
quietly,  bnt  tbe  morninp:  bmuirlit  wiih  It  wbat  sbe  bad  so  anx- 
iously  feared.  Su^amiah  was  uimble  to  rise  from  ber  bed,  bad 
a  high  f eyer^  and  aboye  her  lips^  tbe  same  bps  with  which  sh^ 
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had  kissed  her  daughter's  poisoned  locks,  bcfcween  her  nose 
and  moiitli  appeared  actually  and  uiRleiiiably  those  frightful 
spots.  The  doctor  appeared  and  confimed  their  fears.  The 
Villa  was  dosed  by  order  of  tbe  dty  authorities.  The  doctor 
and  Snsannah,  vho  was  m  füll  possession  of  her  facnlties,  ex- 
pressed the  wish  and  insisted  that  Catliarine  should  move  into 
the  gardener's  hoiise,  but  slie  refused  with  iron  stubbornness, 
and  doi  liirod  that  she  would  rather  die  than  be  separated  from 
her  mother. 

Bcside  hcrself,  slic  thrcw  lierself  iipon  tlie  sick  lad}"  and 
tvkd  to  kiss  tlio  red  .<pots  iipoii  her  rnouth;,  and  thns  turn  the 
Cüuröe  of  the  di^oaso  l'rom  her  mother 's  into  her  own  blüoil,  l)ut 
the  doctor  drew  her  im])a(iently  bank,  and  tlie  pationt  seoldcd 
her  with  moisfc  eyeö,  out  oi'  which  beamed  i'orth  tiie  tenderest 
love. 

From  now  on  she  was  peimitted  to  take  diarge  of  her  moth- 
er. She  was  assisted  by  two  nuns^  who  dedaried  to  the  sick 
ladyand  to  each  other  behind  the  backs  of  the  richwidow^ 

that  they  had  nerer  in  their  Uves  scen  such  an  unselfish  and 
affectionate  daughter.  Thcy  spoke  of  Catliarine's  behavior  in 
tlie  liighest  terms  to  Bishop"  Johu  also,  who  did  not  hcsitate  to 
enter  the  infected  houses  and  spoak  consolation  to  their  un- 
fortunate  inmates?;  and  ho,  who  liilhcrto  hfid  «eon  in  (]ie  h'ttlo 
huniniinij;-bird  oidy  a  hritrlit.  and  acl  ive  child,  wow  sliowed  lier 
distinguiöhcd  consideration,  couversed  wilh  her  aswith  a  <rrovv'n 
person,  and  answcred  seriously  and  fully  all  her  questions, 
"svliich  für  the  most  part  had  rererence  to  l^aula.  Tho  prelate, 
füll  of  admiration  for  the  magnanimity  of  the  daughter  of 
Thomas^  narrated  to  the  child  how,  for  the  purpose  oi  saving 
her  betrothed  from  death^  she  had  assumed  the  guilt  of  a  crime 
which  deprived  her  of  evcry  hope  of  pardon.  The  Damascus 
girl  was  only  a  Melchite,  but  to  take  guilt  upon  one's  seif  so 
joyf ully  out  of  love  for  another,  was,  if  auything  eoiild  be, 
following  in  the  f ootsteps  of  Christ.  At  these  words  Catharine 
ßhrnp^ixed  her  Shoulders,  as  mueh  as  to  say:  And  do  von  con- 
ßider  that  so  extragrdinary?  Would  not  tho  samo  tliiug  be 
now  quite  easy  for  me  to  do?** 

The  prelate  perceived  this,  and  in  a  kind  tono  wamed  hot 
agaiuät  Spiritual  pride,  although  she  had  eamed  tho  right  to 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  herseif,  and  woiüd  not  cease  to 
aet  an  example  of  child-^like  and  Christian  love. 

WiiU  these  words  he  bade  her  adieu,  and  Cathanne,  whom 
eyerv  expression  of  commendation  regarding  her  behavior  to- 
ward  her  ni'  »tln  r,  whom  her  cnme  had  laid  upon  a  bed  of  sick- 
Heas^  aroused  like  an  Insult  and  tormented,  again  feit  as  if  she 
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had  deceived  anotlier  uiisuspecting  person;  bufc  she  did  not  de» 
serve  the  reproach  of  spintoal  pride,  for  in  that  quiet  room, 
upoa  whoae  threshold  death  was  rxovr  standing^  äie  had  le- 
peated  to  heraelf  again  and  again  all  tlie  fearful  things  she  had 
done^  and  had  declared  to  heraelf  that  she  was  the  chief  of  all 
sinners  and  the  most  iiisane  of  alL 

She  often  feit  the  inipulsc  to  confidc  her  tronhles  to  some 
other  sympathetic  heart,  and  to  pcrmit  the  eye  of  some  other 
kind  person  to  see  and  to  sharo  her  siifTerings. 

She  wouM,  with  npucial  cleliL^lit,  liave  confessed  all  to  the 
bishop,  tlu'  niost  noble  oi  prie^ts,  and  have  submitted  to  any 
peiiance  lie  inight  have  prescribed,  the  severer  the  more  wel- 
come, buL  .shamc  at  her  crime  kept  her  back,  but  still  nioro 
definitely  aud  powerfuUy  somethiüg  eise.  8he  knew  lliar.  Llio 
priest  would  re^uire  her  to  relinquish  foreyer  her  old  manner 
of  lif  e,  to  pull  up  by  the  roots  irom  the  seil  of  her  heart  her 
old  f eelings  and  desiies,  and  to  hegm  a  new  life^  hat  the  time 
for  that  had  not  yet  come;  her  love  was  still  the  condition  that 
dotermined  her  life,  and  her  hatred  was  still  too  dear  to  her. 
Had  Panla  already  fallen  a  victim  to  her  frightful  fate,  had 
she,  Catharine,  with  the  old  feeliiigs  of  her  heart,  been  able  to 
prove  to  Orion  that  her  love  l'or  üim  had  not  been  lese  ardent, 
less  self-sacrifieing  than  that  of  Tliomas's  daughter,  had  she 
compellod  hini,  as  she  mn^t  and  would  do,  to  aeknowledge 
tliat  he  had  shamei'uUy  betrayed  her  and  had  been  cruelly  im- 
just  toward  her,  then,  aud  oidy  then  would  bIio  make  peace 
with  herseif,  with  the  Church,  and  her  Saviour,  and,  if  it  wero 
necessary^  would  take  the  Teil  and  spend  the  rest  of  her  young 
life  as  a  penitent,  in  a  cloister,  or  in  some  lonesome  cave. 

Bat  now,  after  Paula,  his  hetrothed^  had  done  for  him  an 
act  of  such  great  magnanimity^  to  make  an  end  of  her  lovc^ 
unseen,  unnoticed,  disregarded,  perhaps  even  forgotten  by  him, 
to  withdiaw  withiu  herseif  and  out  of  the  ränge  of  his  notice, 
was  too  mnch  to  ask  or  oxpeet  of  a  human  boing!  Eathei 
perish  body  and  soul  and  fall  a  victim  to  ctcrnal  damnatimi , 
to  8atan  and  hell^  in  which  she  believed  as  £rmly  as  in  hci 
own  existence. 

And  so  she  continued  to  nurse  her  mother,  saw  the  red  spota 
increasing  in  nuniber  and  spreading  over  her  whole  body,  siiw 
the  fever  tliat  convulscd  her  increasing  in  violence  day  by  day, 
hour  hy  hour;  she  heard  too  with  tenor  and  horrible  deligUt^ 
at  whi^  she  trembled^  but  to  which  she  still  clung^  of  the 
preparations  for  the  sacrifice  of  the  Bride  of  the  Nile;  she  pro« 
vailed  npon  the  bi^op  to  teil  her  about  Paula,  about  her  dying 
father  and  Orion;  she  trembled  for  littie  Maria,  who  had  di» 
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appeared  from  the  neigliborinc:  hoiisc,  until  ehe  Icarncd  that 
ßhe  had  venturcd  forth  in  ovdcr  to  escape  tho  oloister;  t^he 
Icarned  every  day  that  lii  iKMlora,  who  had  with  her  patient 
removed  into  the  gardeuur's  hc  ase,  had  uot  yot  bceii  feui/Ad 
with  tlie  phxgue;  in  her  prayers,  which  she  uuw  nuver  failcd 
morniiig  or  eveiiing  to  diruct  towai-d  lleaven,  ehe  besoii*^hi 
the  all-mercif  ul  God  and  her  saint  to  save  the  yoimg  widow 
from  härm»  not  to  make  her  the  mmderessof  her  motner,  and 
to  foi^ve  her  for  having,  by  her  betrayal^  caused  the  death  of 
nohle  old  Bufinns^  of  whom  she  had  been  so  fond^  and  of  bo 
maQyinnocent  persons. 

Thus  she  passed  many  frightf ul  days  and  nights  of  torture, 
bufc  the  prisoners  whom  her  giiilt  had  condemned  to  confine- 
menfc  wore  happier  than  she,  in  spite  of  the  horrible  fate  that 
threatened  them. 

The  fate  of  his  beloved  tortured  Orion  likelnindredsof  burn- 
ing  wouuds.  Paula's  horrible  end  was  approaching  inevitably, 
and  the  mere  thonght  nearly  drove  him  mad. 

Tho  jailor,  Senator  Justinus,  and  the  bisliup  had  infornicd 
him  that  the  nuptials  of  his  betrotlied  liad  been  set  for  the  day 
after  to^morrow.  On  that  day  they  proposed  to  adom  his 
bride  with  blasphemons  hands  for  an  accnrsed  and  insane 
farce,  and  wed  her,  not  to  him,  her  betrothed  husband,  whom 
she  loved,  bat  to  the  Nile,  the  inanimate  and  death-bringing 
river. 

He  rushed  up  and  down  his  cell  like  a  madman;  he  tore 
asunder  the  strings  of  his  lute  when  he  attempted  to  find  ron- 
ßolaliüu  in  music;  bot  then  he  woiild  lioar  from  the  iieii:li]j()r- 
ing  cell  a  modest,  calni  voice,  that  of  !Nilus  the  treasurer,  warn- 
ing  him  not  to  give  \\p  all  hope,  to  tnist  in  God,  and  not  to 
forget  Iiis  work  and  his  duty.  And  tlicn  he  became  composed, 
made  a  powerf ul  eftort,  and  plunged  again  into  his  work.  IIc 
cared  not  whether  it  was  day  or  n%bt  The  Senator  had  pro- 
vided  him  with  lamps  and  oü.  When  fatlgne  overcame  nim 
he  lay  down  npon  hü  conch  only  solong  as  natnre  percni])tonly 
demanded  and  slumbered,  but  as  soon  as  he  had  shakeu  oH 
drowsiness  he  would  bury  himself  again  in  his  plans  and  tables, 
write,  think,  draw,  calculate,  ponder,  and  whenever  doubts 
arose,  and  he  did  not  trnst  his  own  jud^rmont  and  memory,  he 
would  strike  npon  the  wall  of  tlie  adjoining  cell,  and  his  pru- 
deut,  experienced  friend  wa'^  ever  ready  to  lond  him  as&iätaiice 
according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledgo  aml  ability. 

Tho  Senator  droyo  to  Arsinoe  for  him,  for  the  purposc  of 
securing  some  facts  louchingthcsea  provhices  f rom  the  reeords 
in  that  city,  aud  so  his  work  advanced^and  wuö  uow  a^proach' 
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mg  its  completion,  and  it  strengtliened  and  raised  up  his  sink* 
iiifr  coiirage,  afforded  him  the  joy  of  success,  and  eaused  hini 
fiometimcs  to  forget  for  liotu'tä  wliat  seemed  well  adapted  to 
make  tlio  bravest  despair. 

As  often  as  the  jailer,  the  Senator,  h»  brave  wife  Martina, 
Johaiina  or  eveu  the  Greek  Eudoxia,  to  whom  Johanna  had 
already  twice  gnuited  the  privilege  of  accompanyiiig  her,  visited 
him,  ho  would  give  tlicni  an  oralor  written  message  for  Paula, 
to  inform  her  how  far  he  had  progressed  with  his  work,  and  it 
aüorded  her  consolation  and  in  ward  joy  to  foUow  him  along 
the  path  of  his  labors.  Many  testimonies  of  love,  respeet  and 
admiratioTi  fücouraged  and  iipheld  tho  imprifioued  girl  when- 
ever  her  lu-art  thrcateiied  to  givc  way. 

Alas,  it  was  not  oiily  fear  of  death  tliat  tormented  iier: 

Her  father,  whom  to  find  again  she  had  regarded  as  the 
highest  happiness  of  her  lifü,  was  beneath  he/  tender  care 
gratlually  biit  surely  passing  away.  His  poor  wounded  limga 
ref ttsed  to  perform  wir  nrnddona.  It  was  onlj  with  the 
greatest  pain  and  ezertion  that  he  could  now  swallow  a  few 
morsels  A  solid  food  and  a  few  drops  of  wine^  and  his  dear, 
active  mmd  for  some  dayspast  had  seemed  mystified.  Perhaps 
it  was  fonunate  for  him^  eihe  wonld  think  to  herseif,  and  her 
friends  snggested  the  same  thmg  by  way  of  consolation. 

He,  too,  had  lu  ard  the  cry,  "  Hail  to  the  Bride  of  the 
Nilol''  "Forthwith  the  Bride  of  the  Küe!''  "  Down  with 
the  Bride  of  the  Nile!*'  and,  nithough  he  did  not  comprehend 
its  meaning,  he  had  occupied  himseii  wilh  it  constantly  during 
the  last  few  days,  and  t'iat  ränge,  peculiar-sounding  expres- 
Bton  soomed  to  please  hiiii  beyoud  dciscription,  for  to  Paula's 
ditiooml'ort  he  would  mutter  it  constantly  to  himself,  sometimes 
tenderlj  and  sometimes  thoughtf ully. 

The  poor  girl  often  thought  of  putting  an  end  to  her  life 
before  that  fearCul  thing  was  ezecnted,  berore  she  was  made  a 
spectade  for  a  whole  pcople,  gazed  at  hy  them  and  treated  as 
an  amnsing  and  ezhilarating  äght,  hat  stall  one  that  wonld 
arouge  both  horror  and  s^Tnpathy. 

Bnt  coidd  she  daro  do  it.''  Onglit  slic  to  aiiticipate  the  will 
of  the  most  high  God,  in  wln>m  she  had  put  her  triist,  and 
into  wliQse  hauds  she  had  re^signed  herseif  in  a  thousaud  mut« 
pravurs? 

She  determined  to  triist  and  hope  tili  the  last  moment,  and 
ßtrange  to  say,  as  often  as  she  seemed  to  be  approaching  the 
linut  of  her  power  of  resistance^  and  conid  not  poniblyliold 
ont  loLi^ci,  bat  fßlt  compelled  to  giye  tmder,  somettung  woiiV 
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tum  üp  lipon  which  she  could  Ican  witli  ronewed  confidcnco, 
and  which  brotiL^lif  her  consolation  and  encouragemeiit;  for  at 
that  moment  a  message  from  Orion  would  arri\  e,  .Johanna  or 
Pulcheria  wonld  call  upon  her,  the  bishop  would  reqiio>t  an 
audience,  or  her  father  would  rccover  consciousness  and  speak 
noble  and  eucoura^ing  words.  Often  the  jailer  would  an 
noimce  the  senatorial  pair,  whose  jovial,  healthy  dispositions 
always  nndeistood  how  to  do  and  say  what  was  best  for  her. 
Mme.  Martina  espedally,  with  almost  a  matemal  instinct, 
always  touched  npon  subjects  that  interested  and  entertained 
her,  and  upon  one  occasion  ahe  showed  her  a  letfcer  from  Helio- 
doi"a,  in  w^hich  she  informed  the  matron  how  happy  she  was  in 
nursing  her  beloved  patieut,  and  how  grateful  she  feit  that  her 
caro  and  troublo  had  boon  rewarded;  for  Xarses  had  already 
beconie  quito  a  dilferent  person^  and  ?hc  knew  no  nobler  object 
than  to  reconcilc  this  unfortunatc  man  w  ith  iife  and  to  inake 
liiin  enjoy  it  once  moro.  She  now  no  longer  tlioiight  of  Orion 
except  as  of  a  foud  song  that  she  had  ouce,  at  a  happy  mo- 
ment, heard  aung. 

Thuä  the  condemncd  girFs  time  passed  until  only  two 
nichts  more  separated  her  from  the  mtival  of  Serapis,  the 
day  upon  which  the  horrible  marriage  was  to  be  celebrated. 

Toward  evening  the  bishop  caused  bis  presence  to  be  an- 
nounced  to  Paula.  He  considered  it  Iiis  duty  to  inforni  her 
that  the  execution  of  the  sentence  had  bcen  fixed  for  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  He  would  continue  to  hope  and  believo 
until  tlie  end,  but  hi.>  anthority  over  the  misguided  and  dc- 
ceivofi  Tnuititudo  seenicd  to  be  brokcn.  In  any  event  if  the 
fearlui  phin  of  the  pco^ile  were  earried  into  execution  he 
promised  to  remain  by  her  side  in  ordcr  to  protect  her  as  far 
as  ])ossible  by  the  dignily  and  auLliority  of  bis  robes  of  oflice. 
llü  had  couio  to-day  to  devote  bis  time  to  her  and  enable  her 
to  make  all  needfulpreparation.  It  wonld  be  bis  dearest  duiy 
and  greatest  joyto  care  for  her  noble  father  tili  bis  last  hour 
should  come. 

Bat  however  certainly  sho  had  looked  forward  to  her  f richt- 
f ul  fate,  this  news  äff ected  her  like  a  strokc  of  lightning.  That 
which  was  now  awaiting  her  seemed  so  horrible  and  unparalleled 
that  it  would  nevcr  liave  bcen  possible  to  look  forward  to  it 

•with  calmness  and  composnre. 

For  some  time  she  clung  to  her  faithfid  Betta.  having  lost 
all  control  over  lier^elf,  and  it  was  oidy  af ler  tiie  lapsc  o!'  (^uito 
awhile  that  she  gradually  feit  in  a  condition  to  talk  with  the 
bishop  and  express  to  him  her  gratitude. 

But  John  lamcuLud  Iiis  iuability  lo  lay  ti  juüt  claim  to  hei 
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gratitiidc:  for  the  reply  of  tlie  patriarch  to  his  complaint 
agaiust  those  who  hacl  dcti  rniiiu  d  to  try  to  save  the  people  by 
means  of  a  heathenisli  crime  liad  turued  out  differeutly  from 
what  he  had  expccted.  It  was  true  that  the  patriarch  con- 
derrmed  the  atrocious  sac  rifice,  biit  it  wa^;  done  in  such  a  man- 
ner  that  it  lackcd  all  power  of  terrifyiiig  or  discouraging  the 
miöguided  people,  but  ne  would  seo  what  effect  this  dispatch 
would  have  upon  the  people^  and  a  number  of  scribeB  were  at 
work  making  copiea  of  it  to  be  ready  by  the  morrow.  They 
would  then  be  distributed  to  the  Senators,  put  up  in  tiie  market 
and  upon  the  public  buildings,  and  distributed  among  'the  peo- 
ple, but  he  soreiy  feared  that  it  would  all  be  in  vain. 

**  Then  help  me  to  prepare  for  death^^'  said  Paula,  in  a  tone 
of  intense  distress.  \  ou  arc  not  a  priest  of  my  Chnrch, 
John,  but  a  worthier  servant  it  (•^)uld  not  huve.  It*  you  in  the 
name  of  your  Saviour  will  forgive  nie,  then  miue  will  forgive  me 
also.  It  is  true  that  we  look  at  Hirn  with  differeut  eyes,  but 
our  Redeemer,  He  still  remains  the  same/' 

At  theac  wordö  a  spirit  of  contradiction  .Sprung  up  witliin  tlio 
strict  Jacobite,  but  he  succeeded  in  supprcssing  it  at  thLs  houi, 
and  replied: 

"  Speak,  my  dauffhter^  I  am  listeningP' 

Ana  now  she  discfosed  to  him  the  very  depths  of  her  soul^  as 
ihou^h  he  wero  a  shepherd  of  her  own  faith,  and  bis  eyes  filled 
with  tears  as  he  listened  to  this  confession  of  a  pure  and  alleo- 
tionate  heart,  a  heart  that  strove  only  after  that  which  was 
highest  aiid  best.  He  vouchsafed  to  her  the  forgiveneSs  of  her 
Saviour,  and  after  he  had  said  "Amen  "  and  blessed  lier  ho 
glanced  for  some  moments  toward  the  Üoor,  and  at  length  ex- 
claimed:  **.Follow  me,  my  child!'' 

**  Whither?'*  she  asked,  in  a  toiio  of  terror,  for  she  thoiight 
tliat  her  last  liour  had  come  and  that  he  was  prcparing  to  load 
her  to  the  place  of  execution  or  to  her  watery,  eyer-flowing 
grave;  he,  howeyer^  smiled  and  replied: 

Ko,  my  childl  I  am  to-day  dedrons  of  fulfiÜing  the  plcaa* 
ant  dnty  of  asking  the  blesEong  of  the  Most  High  upon  yoor 
eugagement  if  you  proniise  me  not  to  try  to  alienate  your  be- 
trothed  from  the  faith  of  bis  fathers;  for  what  will  a  man  not 
give  up  of  whom  the  love  for  a  woman  has  taken  possessioni 
Will  you  promise?  Very  well,  then,  I  will  oondact  you  to 
your  Orion.'' 

With  tliese  words  lic  knocked  upon  the  door  of  Orion's  cell, 
and  when  the  jailer  opened  it  he  whispered  soine  command  to 
him,  and  she  followed  him  üi  sileuce  and  with  glowing  cheeks, 
aud  a  few  momcuts  l^^ter  she  lay  upou  her  beloYui  ö  bosoni| 
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and  for  tlie  first  timo  and  perhaps  for  the  last  time  in  their 
Jives  their  lips  tonclitul. 

The  prelate  Icf  t  tlicm  alone  for  a  short  while,  and  after  he 
bad  blesscd  them  both  and  their  betrothal  he  conducted  her 
back  to  her  cell;  there  she  oould  scarcely  fiiid  time  to  thank 
him  ont  of  the  fullness  of  her  overflowing  heart,  for  one  of  the 
city-guards  sttnunoned  him  to  the  house  of  the  widow  Susannah 
Her  last  hour  was  near,  if  it  had  not  already  come. 

Bishop  John,  without  a  moment's  delay,  ^veut  with  ihe 
messenger,  and  Paula,  drawing  a  dccp  breatli,  followed  him 
wilh  her  eyes.  Then  she  threw  herseif  upon  old  Betta's  bosom 
and  cried: 

Kow  let  come  what  may!  Ifofching  can  separate  us  any 
inore^  not  even  deathl** 


80BB0WS  AFFEOT  THE  UTTLE  HUMMIITG-BIBD  IN  AS  ÜHT- 

BXPECTED  HAKITEB. 

The  bishop  arriyed  too  late.  He  found  oi  Ty  the  corpse  of 
the  widow  Susannah,  and  little  Oatharine  sitting  at  the  head  ol 
ihebed  aspale  as  death,  mute^  witli  fcarless  eyes,  lookin^  as 
though  she  wcre  undone  forerer.  He  attempted  in  the  kmd- 
ness  of  his  heart  to  cheer  her  up  and  to  speak  to  her  words  of 
consolation,  l)ut  Rhe  rcpelled  him,  tore  liorsolf  luviij  from  him, 
and  hastened  out  of  the  loom  before  he  could  prevunt  her. 

Poor  diild! 

He  had  seen  many  a  tcnder-hearted  daugliter  lament  by  tho 
death-bed  of  a  departed  motlior,  bnt  such  frrief  as  this  he  liad 
never  yet  seen.  llerc,  thought  he,  worc  two  hearts  that  wero 
to  each  other  everything  on  earth,  and  hence  this  consuming, 
despairin^  grief. 

Uatharme  had  retreated  to  her  room,  fhrown  heraelf  upon 
her  diran,  and  had  doubled  heraelf  up  in  such  a  tight  ball  that 
no  one  upon  entering  the  room  could  have  recognized  in  that 
shapeless,  living  mass  upon  the  sofa  a  human  being,  a  grown 
girl  with  all  the  passionato  feelings  of  youth. 

Tt  was  Ycry  warm,  but  her  body  was  conYuked  by  one  cold 
chill  after  auolher. 

Was  she  too  going  to  fall  a  vietim  to  tlio  j^lagno?  !N*o,  it 
would  havo  been  too  merciful  a  fate  to  havo  iiad  such  pity 


fcerl  The  disease  hau  been  spread  abroad  by  the  touch  of  her 
Upö^  and  the  doctor  had  repeatedly  expressed  his  euiprise  tiiat 
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the  plague  had  found  its  way  into  this  bealthy  quarter  of  the 
town,  iS&t  had  always  been  spared  before^  and  espeoially  into  « 
hoose  tbat  was  kept  with  ßucli  painstaking  neatness.  Sbe 
knewwbom  the  destroying  angel  had  followed  tliithor,  wlioliad 
playcd  a  criminal  trick  with  him.  Tlic  word  miitricide 
entered  her  brain,  aiid  she  thought  of  tiio  laws  of  her  forefa- 
thers,  which  had  no  punishmont  for  ono  who  miii*dered  their 
own  parents,  because  the  aucieuts  considered  such  a  crime  im- 
possible. 

Thereupou  u  .smile  of  derision  appeared  npon  her  lips. 

Law!  Comuiand!  Was  Üiere  onc  lu  t-xLsteucc  wliich  slio 
had  not  transgressed?  She  had  despised  God,  had  patronized 
florcery^  had  bome  false  witness,  had  muidered,  aud  the  onlj 
oommandment  which  carried  vith  it  a  promise  and  wbidi^  if 
Philippus  was  well  inf ormed^  was  to  be  found  among  the  pre* 
cepts  of  her  ancestors,  just  exactiy  as  it  stood  upon  the  taüles 
of  Moses,  how  had  she  observed  it?  Her  own  mother  had  lost 
her  life  by  lier  iustrnmentality!  Her  cokl  shudders  continued 
while  she  was  subjecting  licrsclf  to  ihU  self-examination, 
and  when  she  could  no  longer  bcar  it  she  began  to  walk  up 
and  down  the  room  aud  ßearched  eagerly  for  excuses  for  her 
criminal  proeoflure. 

She  liad  intended  to  bring  deatli  to  TTeliodora,  and  not  to  her 
motlier.  AVhy  had  maliixiiant  l  aic —  Ilero  she  was  inter- 
rupti'd,  Xor  the  young  widow,  to  wlioin  news  of  her  sad  bereaye- 
ment  bad  been  carried,  lia<l  st  ar»  liL-d  her  np  in  order  to  consolo 
her,  aud  oller  to  help  licr  in  aiiy  way  bhe  could.  She  spokc  to 
the  young  giil  in  tiie  most  affectionate  manuer^  but  her  soft> 
Bweet-sounding  voice  reminded  Catbarine  of  the  hour  aftor  the 
biahop's  death^  and  when  Heliodora  stretched  out4ier  arm  to 
draw  ner  to  her  she  drew  back  and  besought  her  in  a  dry,  harsh 
Toioe  not  to  touch  her,  for  the  plague  was  in  her  clothes.  She 
needed  no  eonsolation;  she  only  desired  to  be  alone,  entirely 
alone  and  nothing  more* 

The  last  words  had  sounded  harsh  and  unkind,  and  as  the 
door  closed  behind  the  young  widow^  Catharine  glanced  after 

her  witli  an  expression  f  lül  of  enmity. 

Why  bad  that  fatal  disease  passed  this  person  by  and  made 

a  victim  of  one  whose  loss  she  could  never  forgei? 

And  then  she  began  again  to  think  about  her  motlier  and 
hastened  into  the  death  chaniber,  and  threw  herseif  down  by 

the  bed;  bnt  she  could  not  ciuliire  it  lonir,      ?he  went  out  into 
tue  gardeii  and  searched  for  overy  ])lüee  where  she  had  ever 
with  her  moth^.   But  the  bu&hes  made  such  stränge 
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crackling  noises,  and  the  trees  and-shrnbs  cast  such  pecoliar 
shadows  that  ahe  haÜed  the  daum  as  a  deliverance. 

As  she  was  about  to  retnm  into  the  honse  her  foster-bioih- 
er^  Anubis,  came  limping  iip  to  meet  her. 

Poor  f ellow ! 

Slio  had  made  liim,  too^  a  cripplc,  and  his  mother  likewise 
throiigli  her  guilt  had  fallen  a  victim  to  the  plague. 

The  boy  spoke  to  her  and  expressed  his  sympathy  with  her, 
and  phe  seemed  gratified,  biit  she  said  such  queer  thiiigs  imd 
gavc  hini  öuch  confused  answers  that  }ic  fcared  that  her  sor- 
rows  had  affected  her  inind.  Suddeiilj,  and  without  fui'ther 
introduction,  she  asked  him  howmuch  she  was  probably  worth, 
and  as  he  knev  approzimately^  hy^  reason  of  bis  familiarity  with 
the  affairs  of..the  treasury^  and  informed  her  of  the  amomit> 
she  clanped  her  hands  together,  for  how  was  it  possible  that 
one  singfc  person  who  was  not  a  king  could  possess  such  wealth? 
At  length  she  asked  him  whether  he  knew  how  to  draw  Up  a 
will,  and  he  was  able  to  answer  her  in  the  affirmative. 

He  then  describcd  the  process  to  her,  and  added  that  the 
Bignature  miist  be  authcntiruted  by  witnesses;  but  that  she 
was  too  youiiir  to  think  oi  drawing  up  her  will  yet. 

Why?"  she  inquired.  **  Is  Paula  mach  older  than  I,  do 
you  think?** 

And  day  alter  to-morrow/'  added  the  boy,  "  they  are  go- 
ing to  cast  her  into  the  Nile.  The  people  all  call  her  *  the 
Bnde  of  the  Nile.' " 

At  tiiese  words  that  same  ugly,  scomf  ul  smile  played  around 
her  lips^  but  she  suppressed  it  prom2}tly,  and  hastened  straight- 
Way  into  the  hoiise. 

At  the  door  he  hiquiredof  her  in  embarrassed  tones  whether 
lie  might  see  his  mistress  onoe  more;  she  was  compelled,  how  - 
eyer,  to  ref use  his  request  on  account  of  the  infection>  but  he 
replied,  proudly: 

What  you  do  not  fear  will  not  fn'ghten  mo  either,  '^  and. 
followed  her  to  the  deatli-bud  where  the  eorpse  was  now  lying 
jn  sLate,  and  when  he  saw  Catharine  kiss  the  band  of  tlu;  deaid 
"woman,  he  pressed  his  lips,,  while  she  was  not  looking,  on  the 
same  spot  that  hcrs  had  tuuclicd.  He  thcn  took  his  seat  by 
the  bed  and  remained  there  uutil  she  sent  him  away. 

Bef ore  noon  the  bishop  appeared  onoe  more  and  conaccrated 
the  deeeased*  He  found  her  snrrounded  with  flowc:  ^  of  the 
greatest  beautyv  Catharine  had  again  been  in  the  gurd  m,  had 
out  the  rarest  and  mo.st  bt  rmtiful  flowers  and  permitted  the 
gardener  to  carry  them  for  her  in  a  basket,  but  she  would  no* 
«uffer  him  to  assist  her  in  pickmg  them.   The  feelii^  of  ber^g 
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able  to  do  at  least  something  for  her  motber  was  consoling  to 
her,  but  her  life  was  more  unbearable  to  her  by  day  thanby 
night  Everything  appeared  to  her  BO  hiige,  so  rough,  so  irn> 
aistible,  so  threateiing,  and  reminded  her  of  some  act  of  m- 
justioe  or  of  some  deä.  of  which  ehe  was  ashamed  - 

1^  feit  as  if  erery  lock  ehe  enoonntercd  saw  her  throneh 
and  through,  and  sometimes  it  seemed  to  her  as  ihongh  md 
colmnus  of  the  ^reat  hall  in  which  the  body  was  low  lyins 
viDrated  and  as  if  the  ceilmg  was  preparing  to  ooUapse  and 
crush  her  to  death. 

She  answered  the  quostions  of  the  bisbop  in  tbe  most  ab- 
sent-minded  raanner,  and  often  ber  answers  were  completely 
irrelevant,  and  he  thought  that  shc  was  totally  under  the  in- 
fluence  of  her  grief,  and  in  order  to  divert  her  thuughts  into 
some  other  Channel  he  talked  to  ber  iJ  uut  Paula,  and  as  he 
thought  that  Catharine  loved  her,  hc  told  her  confidentiaUy 
that  ae  had  conducted  Paola  to  Orion's  cell  andhadtheie 
consecrated  their  betrothaL 

At  these  words  hör  face  hecame  so  convulsed  that  it  fright- 
ened  the  bisl  )p,  and  wliile  that  fearful  battle  w  s  going  on 
withm  her  lienrt  her  bosom  rose  and  feU  rapidly  and  con- 
vulsively,  and  she  was  nnable  to  utter  one  sound  but:  But 
they  are  going  to  saorifice  her  neverthelessF^'  The  bishop 
thouglit  lie  undcrstood  her. 

Sbe  was  of  course  ovcrcomc  witli  j^n-icf  at  tbc  sudden  and 
terrible  end  which  awaited  tbis  \oung  Ijcli  othed  brid^i,  and  so 
he  regretfuUv  added:  **  I  sball  not  b-^  able  to  restrain  these 
atrocious  people,  but  I  sball  not  i'ail  to  make  the  last  cÜort 
possible.  The  disp  tch  of  tlie  patriarch,  which  condemns  this 
mad  crime^  will  be  distnbuted  to-day,  and  I  myself  propose  to 
prodaim  it  from  the  curia,  explain  it^  and  attempt  to  gire  it 
a  ehar|)er  soiind,  and  to  make  evesy  nse  of  it  possible.  Do 
you  desire  to  read  it?'' 

In  reply  to  her  enthusiastic  yes,  the  prelate  made  a  sign  to 
his  acolyto,  who  had  attended  him  with  the  sacred  Utensil.':,  and 
hc  drow  oiit  of  a  packet  he  was  carrying  a  leaf  wlüch  he 
handed  to  ber. 

As  soon  as  she  was  alone  she  read  the  prJriarch's  Icttcr^  üret 
cursorily  witliout  graspinrx  its  ^leaning,  tbeu  witli  more  cum- 
posure,  and  finally  alten.. vely,  with  increasin^  int^res^,  i.roiised 
to  active  thought,  and  at  last  with  liashing  oyes,  ba,tcd  breatli, 
and  as  thoi^h  this  letter  had  reference  to  hör  and  was  to  d.e- 
termine  her  rate. 

When  the  pall-bearers  a^ijjcared  she  was  stOl  sittingwith  eyes» 
as  it  were,  wdd  upon  the  leaf,  but  now  she  sprang  up,  ^|llected 
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her  thoughts,  and  bado  aflicn  to  the  cold,  stiff  remains  of  her 
mother,  iipou  whoso  warm  hcart  slie  had  so  often  reposed,  and 
who  had  been  to  her  tho  denrosf-  of  all  earthly  objert^^;  hut, 
even  now  the  c<  11  Isolation  of  shedding  l(  ars  was  still  dcnicd  her. 
She  now  no  longer  feit  the  deep  pangs  of  conscience  that  had 
been  tortiiring  her,  for  Bhe  folt  as  if  tho  intercourse  between 
her  mother  and  herseif  had  not  been  iuicrrupLed  bydeatii,  and 
as  though  aller  a  short  Separation  thcy  would  meet  again,  per- 
haps  quite  soon,  may  be  even  to-morrow^  and  with  this  meet- 
mg  there  would  come  such  au  explanation,  such  a  disdosing  of 
hearts^  sach  a  representation  01  all  that  had  happened,  so 
open^  80  without  constraint^  as  never  yet  had  taken  ])lace  be- 
tween mortal  h(  ings,  not  even  between  mother  and  danghter; 
and  when  the  de^,  blind,  feehngless  departed  one  shali  hare 
Seen  in  heavcn  with  eyes  cicaror  than  human  eyes,  and  with 
tho  ears  and  oriranf?  of  tlio  mind  shall  liave  h'-ard  ,  proven, 
weighed  all  that  had  liappened  to  her,  all  ihat  was  wrongfully 
and  unjnstly  inflicted  npon  her,  all  that  she  had  fek,  and  all 
that  had  tried  her  paticnce,  then,  thought  bhe,  then  she  may 
perhaps  censure  me  and  punish  me  more  severely  than  she  ever 
did  upon  earth,  but  she  will  neverthcless  draw  nie  more  ten- 
derly  to  her  boBom  and  seek  to  grant  me  deeper  comfort 

She  then  began  to  whisper  mto  her  ear^  as  though  she  were 
älive:  Wait,  onlv  wait  lor  me;  T  am  commg  soon  to  meet 
you,  and  I  will  (eil  you  everythingl" 

She  then  kissed  her  so  alfectionately  and  with  such  oompos- 
nre  that  the  nuns  withdrew  her  by  force  from  tho  corpsc,  and 
gave' Orders  to  the  undertakers  to  closo  the  cofiin.  Tno  latter 
obejTd  promptly,  and  as  the  wooden  lid  was  fa?toncd  ovor  the 
departed  one  and  noisily  adjnsted  itself  to  (ho  casket  Cailia- 
rine  withdrew  her;eyeö  from  the  sight,  and  thereiipon  the  dam, 
which  until  this  time  had  restrained  her  tears,  broke  loose,  and 
she  began  to  weep  bitterly,  and  nuw  für  the  first  time  she 
reaiized  f ully  that  she  had  lost  her  mother,  that  she  was  a  for- 
lom  orphan  and  all  alone  in  tho  world. 

She  no  longer  saw  or  heard  what  was  done  with  the  helored 
body,  for  when  she  again  removed  her  hands  from  her  face>  all 
bathed  in  tears,  the  hoaee  of  tho  wealthy  widow  Snsannah  no 
longer  sheltereditsmistress;  thcy  had  carried  her  to  the  nearest 
pest-house.  The  law  forhadi^  i'ic  body  to  bo  kept  a  longer 
time  in  the  lic  .so,  and  decrecd  tiiat  it  should  be  interred  by 
night.  Her  own  child  wa->  iinf  pcnniftt  d  to  follow  her  niotlior 
to  th»'  r>(Mn«'tery.    AViih  hcad  (l()\\'n,    'aiharino  withnivw 

to  her  room,  andstared  oiit  intu  the  gardtsü.  AU  this  hehMii^od 
to  her  now«  and  how  much  moro  was  ander  her  care  and  con- 
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trol,  as  free  and  nncontrolled  as  was  her  biid,  ber  little  dog  oi 
her  Ornaments  up'>ii  tlie  table.  With  one  word,  by  a  mere 
travc  of  the  hand,  she  ooiild  now  make  himdreds  happv^  bat 
not  berself.    So  well-grown,  so  independent,  so  womanfy,  ay, 

so  strong,  and  yet  at  ine  same  tmw  so  indeserihably  miserable 
and  powerless  she  had  never  before  iu  tlie  wboiö  course  of  hex 
life  feit  herpelf  t  n  1  )c. 

To  what  piirposü  was  all  this  nonsense?  It  could  not  quiefc 
tvtii  one  gentle  sigh! 

She  had  taken  leave  of  her  mother  with  a  promise,  the  buru- 
iug  düsire  that  filled  her  heart  did  not  cease  to  arouso  her,  and 
now  fibe  bad  leceired  from  the  patnarcb'a  letter  a  snggestioii 
as  to  bow  sbe  ooald  f ulfill  tbe  former  and  süenoe  tbe  latter. 

Sbe  at  once  seized  tbe  letter  again  and  read  it  once  more. 

It  begaii  with  a  strong  condemnation  of  tbe  deed  tbat  the 
misguided  Memphiaus  proposed  to  carry  into  execntion.  It 
tben  Bet  forth  that  the  violent,  world-redeeming  death  of  Jesus 
Christ  had  satisfied  with  the  sh(»ddmg  of  that  divinc  blood  for- 
evcr  Heaverr's  demand  for  Immau  sacrifiee,  and  that  conse- 
qucntly  tlirouii;liniit  thewide  rcirioiis  over  Avliicli  tlie  cross  casts 
its  benignaiit  nhiwlow  human  t^acrifice  niust  be  regarded  a^s  a 
iiseless  and  sacrilegious  crime.  It  then  further  showed  how 
the  heathen  formed  their  gods  accordiiig  to  the  notions  of  the 
weak  and  sinf  ul  human  beings,  and  in  accordance  therewitk 
bad  provided  sacrifioe  for  tbem. 

''But  our  God/'  it  continued,  Stands  as  bigb  above  all 
that  is  buman  as  tbe  mind  above  matter^  and  tbe  saorifice  tbat 
He  demands  is  a  sacrifice  not  of  fleshbnt  of  the  spirit  AVoold 
He  not  turn  in  sadness  and  anger  from  tbe  deluded  Clxristiaiis 
in  Memphis  who  act  and  feel  in  all  resjx'cts  like  foohsh  and 
cruel  heathens?  They  propo^o  to  sa«  rifu  e  a  person  of  another 
faith,  a  ?^tran<xerj  and  imagine  that  this  will  lessen  the  crime  in 
the  eyes  of  God;  bnt  He  will  nevertheless  spurn  it;  for  the 
pure  and  sacrcd  ahars  of  our  faith  must  not  be,  dare  not  be 
bcfoulcd  with  liuinan  blood j  our  rchgion  came  to  brmg  life, 
not  dcath,  among  men. 

Coidd — ask  your  misguided,  deluded  sheep,  my  broth- 
er,  tbis  q  uestion— oonld  titie  Father  of  loTe  find  pleasore  in  tbe 
slgbt  Ol  a  cbild,  eyen  tbougb  it  be  an  erring  one,  wbo,  wbile 
perisbing  in  tbe  wayes,  struggles  against  am  curses  iä  mur- 
aerers? 

If  there  could  be  found  a  pure  virgin,  filled  with  the  ecstasy 
of  divine  love,  who  voluntarily  and  according  to  the  exampU 
of  Kim  who  by  Iiis  death  rcdeemed  the  world,  would  cast 
herseif  into  the  waves  and  cry  to  Heaven  in  tonea  of  religious 
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enthusia>ni:  '  Take  mo,  Lord,  and  my  innocence  as  a  i^ar  ifi*  «'. 
and  save  my  people  in  tlu's  Loiir  of  nocossity!'  ay,  that  \*ould 
be  a  sacrifice,  and  pi  j  ]iaps  the  Lord  would  say:  '  I  accopt  it; 
but  the  will  is  already  suÖicient.  Let  not  one  of  my  ohildrcu 
take  that  life  that  I  have  hestowed  upon  him  as  the  most 
precious  and  mofitsacred  giff  *^ 

The  letter  cloaed  with  pioos  warnings  to  the  ChrUtains  of 
Mempliis. 

A  virgiu  that  vrould  voluntarily  cast  herseif  into  the  waves 
in  Order  to  save  her  people  f  rom  their  dire  ik^t s.-ity,  she,  this 
man  of  God,  out  of  wnose  mouth  the  Most  Ili^h  himself  spoke, 
declarcd,  would  be  a  sacrifire  acreptable  to  Heaven. 

Tliis  deolnration,  this  liint  was  like  a  skein  frnm  whica 
Catliarine  uiiwuund  the  thread  of  her  thoTisrht,  giowiiig  loiii^f  r 
and  lonsfer  CTory  nionient,  in  onler  to  wind  it  upon  the  spiu- 
ninff-wlicel  and  make  out  of  it  a  u.-5cful  material. 

She  wanted  to  he  the  virgin  whom  the  patriarch  had  de- 
Bcribed,  the  true  and  proper  hride  of  the  Nile,  who  would  joy- 
f ully  eive  her  life  a  8acrifice  in  Order  to  sare  her  people  from 
their  dire  necessity. 

In  this  idea  there  lay  an  expiation  which  Heaven  conld  ac- 
cept;  it  would  free  her  from  the  bürden  of  existence  which 
now  oppressed  her;  it  would  carry  lier  to  her  mother,  and  by 
it  she  would  show  her  bclovod,  the  bishop,  and  the  world,  all 
the  greatness  of  her  pelf-sacriti(X%  whieh  was  in  no  n  spect  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  much-lan^led  dautrjiter  of  Thomas.  She 
desired  to  exeente  the  great  dced  ])('f()rc  tho  cyes  of  her  rival, 
in  the  preseuce  of  all  the  people.  Jiul  Orion  must  know  wiih 
whose  pieture  engravcd  upon  her  heart,  and  for  love  of  whom 
she  made  the  leap  from  life  in  its  füll  bloom  into  a  watery 
grave. 

Oh,  how  wonderful,  how  gloriousl  Would  she  not  thereby 
impose  upon  him  inevitably  the  necessity  of  remembering  hör 
as  of ten  even  as  he  thou^ht  of  Paula?  Ay,  she  would  thus 

compel  him  to  ha\  e  her  picture  as  the  inseparablo  companion 
in  his  heart  of  ^'  theother/'  and  wonld  iwt  her  form  by  rra>'on 
of  her  ineeni])arnble  deed  nccesyarily  grow  so  prominent  in  tl-o 
minds  of  all  nten,  and  in  hi^^  also,  that  it  would  (  (jual  in  grand- 
eur  that  of  the  Damapcis  beanly?  From  this  moment  she 
longed  passionately  for  Uic  great  lioiir.  Iler  vaiu  littlc  heart 
laughed  for  joy  at  the  idea  of  being  seen,  praised,  and  adiuired 
by  every  one.  To-morrow  she,  the  littlc  girl,  was  to  stand  out 
conspicuously  before  all  mi  n^  and  the  more  intenselr  the  heat 
of  this  huming  day  oppresscd  her,  Üie  more  ardenuy  did  eihe« 
^hose  pasaioQ  was  bathing,  conceire  would  be  the  joy  of  findf 
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ing  rest  from  the  martTrdoixi  of  lif e  in  the  cool  and  Bootnmg 
element  It  did  not  seem  to  her  a  difiicalt  nndertaking  to 
carry  her  purpose  into  execution;  she  was  now  mistiesB^  and 
both  offlbers  and  slayes  mnst  do  her  bidding. 

In  addition  to  all  this  die  tiiought  also  of  pieyenfang  her 
grcat  riches  from  falliiig  into  the  hands  of  her  relations,  of 
whom  slie  was  far  from  being  foiid,  and  80  she  prepared  her 
last  will,  in  which  ßhe  bequeatlied  to  her  uncle  Chrysippus  a 
portiou  of  her  property,  a  smallcr  j^ortion  to  her  foster-broth- 
er  Aiiiibis  jumI  to  Kiifinus's  v.  idow,  whom  she  had  to  compen- 
sate  for  ii  cmcl  wroiig.  The  lar^^er  half  of  her  possessioiis, 
which  were  estimaicd  at  niany  milüon.«?,  she  bequeathed  and 
devised  to  her  belovod  fik  lul  (Jri<»n^  to  whom  she  forgave 
everythiiif^,  and  whoia  she  hoped  to  liave  shoAyn  that  there  was 
roum  in  the  littlc  hummin^-hird  ior  fc^ümetliiüg  great.  She  be- 
sought  him  also  to  accept lier  house^  because  he  had  lost  that 
of  his  father's  not  entirely  without  her  guilt. 

The  condition  which  she  attaehed  to  this  bequest  and  devise 
ahowed  with  what  an  active  and  watchf  ul  nund  ahe  had  paased 
through  lifo.  She  knewthat  the  enmity  of  the  patrlarch 
niight  be  fatal  to  the  young  man^  and  in  orier  to  preyent  this, 
and  at  the  aame  time  to  secure  for  herscK  the  interoession  of 
the  Church  for  which  she  so  ardently  longed,  she  obliged 
Orion  to  tranafer  to  the  patriarch  in  trust  for  the  Church  and 
benevolent  purposes  thü  largest  portion  of  the  property  be- 
queatlied by  her  to  him;  hui  not  all  at  oncc,  biit  after  ihn 
lapse  of  ton  yt-arp,  and  in  pru|)ortiou.s,  tlic  niagnitude  of  wliidi 
was  to  be  delermiiied  arc«  »i-diiig  to  his,  Orion *8,  own  best  judg- 
ment.  In  case,  how  cver,  Üio  son  of  the  Mukaukuö  were  to  die 
wiLliiu  the  next  tlnee  years,  then  his  righU  as  legateo  were  to 
pass  to  her  micle  (Jhrysippiis.  She  addressed  to  ilie  Ghnrch, 
to  which  her  heart  was  wholly  and  absolntely  devoted,  the 
reqnest  that  it  wonld  cause  in  all  the  plaoes  of  wordiip  in  the 
land  eveiy  year  upon  the  anniyersary  of  St.  Catharine  prayers 
to  he  offerea  in  behalf  of  her  mother  and  herseif.  If  the  patri- 
arch considered  her  worthy  of  such  honor,  she  requested  that 
the  memorial  chapcl  which  she  liad  prescribed  should  be 
erected  npou  the  scene  of  her  death  should  be  caüed  the 
Ohapel  ot  busannah  and  Catharine. 

She  emancipated  all  her  slaves,  and  remembered  all  the 
ofiieers  of  her  household  in  the  most  liberal  manner. 

While  she  wascomposing,  duringhour.'^  of  anxious  and  pains- 
taking  thought  these  last  ])rovision.s,  sli»'  t  rcqiiently  ?miled  to 
herseif,   jäl^  then  careluliy  copied  the  whoie,  and  caused  the 
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doctor  and  aL  the  free  offioers  of  her  hoiuie  towitneasher 

eigTifiture. 

Though  one  woiild  scarooly  have  acomlited  the  little  hiim- 
mkig-bird  with  such  foresight,  yet  iio  one  was  snrpriM'd  at 
seeiiig  this  youiiii;  heircss,  who  was  mj])ris()iit!d  in  an  infected 
house,  making  pi  udent  dispoöition  of  her  ])i-operty,  iu  view  of 
the  daiigurs  to  whicli  shc  was  exposed,  and  the  doctor  even 
weilt  so  far  as  to  conduet  the  mayor  of  the  city,  Alexander,  an 
old  f riend  of  her  father,  who  after  the  death  of  the  Mukaukas 
had  become  her  guardian,  at  her  special  request,  to  the  gar- 
den-gate^  and  he  conversed  with  Catharine,  consenting  to  act 
as  her  kyrioSy  and  as  such  to  confirm  the  yalidity  of  her  will 
and  the  autlienticityof  the  signatures,  eyen  though  she  refused 
to  permit  him  to  read  tho  document. 

Finallynlie  repaired  to  the  quartors  of  tlie  slavo?,  from  which 
again  several  stricken  witli  the  phigne  liad  beon  conveyed  to 
the  necropohs,  and  commandcd  ^h"  hoatmen  to  prcpare  by  the 
next  morning  and  have  in  readincüs  for  use  the  large  gala-boat, 
as  she  pi-oposed  to  view  the  grcat  sacrifice  from  the  boat.  She 
instructed  the  gaideners  how  she  desired  to  have  the  boat 
decorated,  and  what  flowers  she  would  need  for  her  own  use. 

She  then  retired  to  rest,  far  less  nerrons  and  exdted  than 
ehe  had  been  on  tho  p)  cceding  day,  and  before  she  had  finished 
her  eyenmg  prayer  the  exhai£ted  child  had  fallen  asleepw 

When  she  awokc  at  t^iinrise,  she  found  the  large  and  hand- 
Bome  boat;  whicli  her  fathcr  had  at  an  enormous  expense 
cattsed  to  be  bnilt  in  Alexandria,  manncd  and  rcady  for  Serv- 
ice. Withont  iiiterfercTu-e  shc  went  aboard  attcndcd  by  Annbis 
and  some  waiting-nmi  lN;  for  all  tho  policemcn  and  watchmen 
"who  had  still  guardcd  the  house  yosterday  in  the  striotost  inan- 
ner,  had  boen  orderod  to  the  scenc  of  the  groat  saorifice  und 
maiTiage-ieötival,  isince  a  diüturbance  might  easii^  take  place. 
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AiAEADT  dnring  the  night  nmnerons  spectaiors  had  assem* 
bled  along  the  banks  of  the  river  not  far  from  the  inn  of 
Kesptah. 

Every  moment  the  crowd  mcreased,  and  hi  spite  of  the  in- 
tenso  hieat  of  the  morning  not  a  Citizen  of  Memphk  could  be 

found  at  home. 

Men,  womeii  and  chikln  ii  streamcd  toward  tho  place  of 
festivity,  and  from  the  ncighboring  citics,  villages,  and  oases, 
thouäiuidä  caiue  to  witness  the  grcat  tsacriiice  which  was  to  put 
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an  end  to  the  calamitios  i^i"  the  conntry.  Who  had  ever  hear^l 
of  sih  li  a  marriasre  ccrLinony?  What  a  blessing,  what  a  favoT 
of  Providtnoe  to  bu  permitted  to  witness  ifcl 

The  Senate  had  not  been  idlc^  and  had  done  all  m  iia  power 
to  sorronnd  it  with  all  posdble  splendor^  and  to  render  purtid- 
pation  in  the  same  possible  for  almost  OTeiybody.  The  festi* 
Tal  had  been  arran^ed  mth  open-handed  geneiOBity  and  with 
whole-souled  enthusiasm. 

Around  the  harbor  of  Nesptah  wooden  Stands  had  been 
built,  in  the  shape  of  a  large  semi-drde,  upon  which  thon- 
sands  fonnd  plares  to  sit  or  stand. 

In  tlio  iiiiddlc  of  tlie  siaud /or/?'?  adorned  with  earpets  and 
rieh  haughigs  ]ia<l  Ix  i-ti  specially  prepared  for  the  menibers  of 
the  Senate  aiid  Liieir  l'amiUes  as  well  as  for  the  high  Arabian 
otticers,  and  in  these /o^<?.s"  were  pJaced  capacioiis  arm-chairs  for 
Wekil  Obada>  Kahdi,  the  niayor,  old  Horua  Apollo,  as  well  as 
for  the  clergy,  although  it  was  weU  known  that  they  would  not 
attend  the  rastivities. 

The  common  p  >ple^  who  lacked  means  to  purdiase  seats 
upon  these  Stands,  took  up  their  positions  with  their  wiTes  and 
(müdien  along  the  banks  of  the  rlyer^  and  nuinerous  venders 
came  and  offered,  wherever  the  crowd  was  thickest,  ref resh- 
ments  and  eatables  of  all  descriptions,  upon  little  two-wheeled 
carts,  or  upon  earpets  whieh  they  ppread  oitt  before  them. 
Upon  the  graud  Stands  tlie  conntaut  cries  of  tlie  water-carriers 
were  heard,  selling  filtcrcd  water  from  the  jSiilo  and  fruit 
juic^s.  Upon  the  parehed  crowns  of  the  palm-troes,  where 
the  turtle-doyes,  larks,  and  sparrows  were  wont  to  assemble 
liie  street  hoys  now  held  sway  and  whiled  away  the  time  by 
pickiiig  the  diseased  dates  from  the  large  hut  &hrunken 
brandies,  and  hurling  them  down  npon  the  heads  of  the  cuii- 
ous  spectetors  at  theu:  feet,  nntil  the  guaids  jdaced  their  ar- 
rows  in  position  and  forhade  it. 

The  Chief  point  of  attraddonfor  the  eyes  of  all  was  the  bridge- 
like  wooden  structiire  which  wa>  built  out  into  the  stream, 
and  from  wliifli  ihe  l>ride  of  the  Nile  was  to  he  liurlcd  into  tho 
watery  arms  oi  lier  ardent  betrothcd.  Thosc  who  wore  charged 
witli  the  arrangement  of  the  festal  oceasion  had  made  a  brill- 
iant  display  of  their  ta^te  in  a(b)ining  this  structnre;  for  it 
was  deeorated  in  the  richcst  f  asliion,  with  earpets  and  draperies, 
palm  branehcs  and  flagp,  wilh  lieavy  garlands  of  tamarisk 
and  willow,  from  which  burst  forth  an  abundance  of  lotuö- 
bloBBomSy  mallows,  lihes,  and  roses  of  every  ehade  ol  brilliancy» 
with  wreaths^  the  emblems  of  the  nation,  and  numerous  other 
hsndsome  decorations.   The  extreme  end  was  the  only  portion 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  BRIDE  OF  THE  STtX,  53] 

cf  the  struetüTC  that  had  been  Ic ft  untonolicfl,  m  faot  it  "had 
been  left  eutirely  withont  "halusirade,  in  order  not  to  j^lmt  off 
from  the  oyes  of  the  spectators  cvea  the  minutest  detail  of  th« 
marria o;e  ( -i •  ivm o 1 1 y. 

In  th.'  third  hour  beforo  noon  all  were  present  exo^pt  those 
for  wliüiii  seats  had  b^eu  reserved,  but  curiosity  soon  brought 
ihem  also  to  the  sceue  of  the  festivitics.  The  pohc.  -cn 
snard  had  their  hands  full  to  preyent  the  Bpectatorw  in  th. 
back  rows  from  pushing  those  in  ^e  front  rows  into  the  nsir, 
and  they  were  not  eyerywhere  successf  id;  thaiiks,  howerer^  tc 
the  eAiaUow  water,  no  one  was  injured.  In  proportion  to  the 
daiiger  Ae  criee  of  those  who  were  exposed  to  it  becam  fiercer 
and  fiercer.  Tlie  noise  drowned  the  music  of  the  biaids  that 
were  stationod  tipon  tlio  grand  stand,  aiid  the  appla'  -sc,  v/h  ich 
was  heard  as  ofien  ns  came  in  night  old  Morus  Apo.lo,  who  rode 
hither  and  thitlu'i-  iipon  his  Avliite  ass  as  f  resh  and  gayasa 
youth,  or  one  of  tlie  jiiirlir  r  officers  of  the  city. 

At  certain  ])ointG  liorrible  shrieks  were  heaixl,  and  the  thickly 
packed  lkmwIs  dispersed  in  cvery  direction  with  howls  and 
groans.  Here  some  one  had  fallen  a  viel  im  tosunstroke,  whilo 
there  another  had  sncciunbed  to  the  plague.  Those  who  were 
fieeinff  carried  others  with  them;  mothers  were  trpng  to  saye 
their  uttle  ones  from  being  cmahed  to  death  or  from  being  in- 
focted  with  the  diaease;  the  wagon  of  one  vender  was  upset, 
while  the  eggs  and  cakes  of  another  were  trodden  under-ioot; 
a  whole  mass  of  people  were  hurled  into  a  dcep,  haK  dried-up 
canal;  the  policemcn  brandislied  their  clubs  and  attompted 
with  lond  eries  and  comiiKDids  lo  prosriTo  oider,  but  it  socmcd 
to  liave  only  mümcntarvelToct  upou  the  crowds.  Finally  thero 
was  a  snddcn  and  universal  pilence  and  tlie  confusion  and 
tamult  cea^itd.  It  ßeenied  nowa  matter  of  indifference  whether 
pßople  were  overcome  with  sunstroke,  seized  with  tho  plague, 
or  crushed  undcr-foot  and  kiiled!  The  sound  of  trunipets  and 
of  song  wero  heard  Coming  from  the  direction  of  the  dty.  The 
procession^  the  bridal  eorthge  was  anproaching!  Better  to 
perish  than  to  faü  to  see  the  minatest  detail  €&,  mis  tra^cdy  of 
tragedies! 

lools,  these  Arabsl 

Of  their  highest  officers  only  three  appeared  besides  Wekil 

Obada,  and  they  wero  unknown. 

Even  Kahdi  was  nowherc  to  be  ßccn;  ho  had,  of  eoursc,  for- 
bidden  tho  Mussidmen  wumen  to  bo  spectators  of  the  great 
c^eot.  for  not  a  single  veiled  beauty  from  aü  the  harems  was  ta 
\>i  seun. 

Of  the  Jj^jgtian  women  not  ouc  wouid  hav©  beea  wanting 
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had  not  many  been  confincd  to  tlioi'r  honses  by  tbe  pla^e. 
Such  an  experience  could  not  be  had  a  second  time,  and  what 
thev  witne««ed  to-duy  miglit  bo  narrated  tu  tlieir  remote  dc- 
sceiidauts.  xVndnowtlic  buund  of  tlie  niiisic  and  öiiiging  canie 
nearer  and  nearer,  bot  in  trnth  ifc  did  not  soiaid  if  ikey  were 
conductins^  ?.  liinnan  being  tü  a  barbarous  duath! 

Blast  ai'ter  bla^t  from  tue  trumpets  Bent  the  air  inviting  tbe 
people  to  join  in  the  festal  soimds;  jojous  marriage  eongs  rung 
oat  merrily  as  ^eprooession  came  nearer  and  nearer;  t£e  high 
notes  of  tae  chorister  boys  and  girls  sounded  aboye  the  deeper 
and  stronger  notes  of  the  youtbs;,  mcn  and  cid  men;  the  clear 
mnsic  of  Ibites  was  alsoheard,  inducive  of  f eBtive  gayety;  the 
noiso  of  drams  like  tho  rooring  of  the  sea  became louder  and 
louder  as  they  approachcd  in  measnred  step,  aiid  ever  and  anon 
the  sound  of  cymbals  and  tbe  ringing  of  tarabourines,  wliich 
were  being  swimg,  sbaken  and  beaten  in  festive  enthnFiasm  by 
raaidens  could  be  heard;  lute-players  lured  forth  from  tho 
btrings  of  thoir  instrumeuts  amoroua  harmonies,  and  when  tbia 
powerf ul  ütream  of  manifold  soinuls  had  approachcd  quite  near 
new  songs  and  uew  music  could  be  heard  in  the  distance. 

What  their  ears  had  percehred  was  sooa  oonfirmed  by  their 
eyes. 

The  «yes  and  ears  of  all  vere  nov  intent  npon  the  BrM.e  of 
the  Nile  and  her  attendants*  Eyery  eye  seemed  forced  to 
direct  its  glance  in  the  same  direction,  and  now  in  adyance  of 
all  appeared  the  heralds  upon  fiery  chargers^  and  formed  in 
line  along  both  sides  of  iho  road  leading  to  the  scene  of  the 
marriage.  In  front  of  tbem,  upon  tho  left,  the  Choral  women, 
and  upon  the  riglit  tlic  choral  men  were  drawn  up,  all  attired 
in  light  green  garmeuts  richly  decorated  with  lotns  flowers. 
The  loose  hair  of  tho  woraen,  adomed  with  beautiful  white 
flowers,  feil  in  rieh  lokls  over  their  shoulderp;  tho  mcn  carried 
papyrus  aud  rceds  üi  their  iiandij,  porbomfymg  iüü  nvei-^odB 
who  had  emerged  from  the  waree. 

Then  appeared  young  men  and  bearded  forms  in  white  gar- 
ments  with  panther-skinB  oyer  their  ehonlders,  such  as  the 
heathen  priests  uscd  to  wear.  Two  old  men  with  long  flowing 
white  beards  led  the  procession,  one  carrying  a  silver  bowl,  the 
other  a  golden  one  in  their  right  bands^  prepared  to  Gast  them 
uito  the  wayes  as  a  first  sacrifice,  according  to  tho  cnstom  of 
their  fathers,  as  old  Horns  Apollo  had  dcdared  it  to  be,  an(? 
recommeuded  for  o]);ser\'ance.  They  advanced  upon  the  \\  ooden 
Bfcructure  to  the  extreme  end,  and  arranged  lliemselyes  tu  üie 
side  of  the  platforni  from  which  the  brido  was  to  be  wedded 
to  Üio  l!«üt^.    Ibey  were  ioilowed  by  a  large  hoat  of  üuto^ 
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players  and  drummor-,  nnä  bohliid  thern  camc  fiftv  more 
maidcns,  swingio^  tuiiibourincs,  and  an  equal  niiniber  of  men, 
all  clothed  and  attired  likc  the  followers  of  Dionypius,  Osiris,  and 
Bacchus,  who  was  nin<  ]i  \V(>r>lii|)od  in  the  time  of  the  Kornaus, 
and  among  thuui,  uioimttd  Uj[>uii  gray  and  yellow  asses,  wero 
the  dr unken  Silenas,  goat-footed  satyrs,  and  Pan,  with  his 
shepherd's  flute  of  many  reeds  at  his  mouth. 

And  then  giraffes,  elephants^  ostriche8>  antelopes^  gazelles., 
and  eveu  tame  lions  and  panthers  werc  paraded  bcforo  the 
cnrionfl  p'eople,  for  the  same  thing  had  been  done  in  the  great 
parade  given  in  honor  of  Ptolemy  the  Second,  which  was  de- 
ßcribed  by  CalliTCTins  of  Rhodes.  And  then  appeared  upon  a 
ffigantic  wagon,  di  awii  by  twclvo  raagnificent  horses,  the  sym- 
Dolic  fornis  of  Famino  nnä  Plague,  fettered  aiid  throwTi  to  Iho 
gronnd,  together  witli  all  manner  of  hnwiing  and  blackened 
children,  bound  to  stakes  and  with  Aviiigs  oii  thoir  Shoulders 
and  horns  on  thoir  brows,  which  Vi-cve  inteiided  to  represent 
tangibly  and  at  tho  samo  timo  in  a  ridiculous  manucr  tho  in- 
mates  of  hell. 

Upon  another  wa^n  was  io  be  seen  fhe  Goddess  of  Plenty. 
She  was  surrounded  oy  sheares,  frntts  and  bnnches  of  gi  apes, 
and  was  attended  by  boys  and  girls  bearing  fruits  and  ( c  ri  als, 
pomegranates  and  Clusters  of  dates,  wine-pitchers  and  wine- 
glasses  in  theu*  hands. 

Kext  came  a  shell  drawn  by  ciVhfe  snow-whlte  .«tecdH,  in 
w^hif^h  rcpoFcd  tho  Goddess  of  Health,  as  though  ehe  Avoro  in 
tlu!  bath,  beariüg  ia  ono  haud  a  golden  bowl  and  ui  tlio  other 
a  serpent-rod,  and  then  came  the  future  spoiLse  of  tlie  J^ride  of 
tho  Js"ile,  tho  river-god,  after  the  fanious  statue  wliich  the 
liomans  carried  away  i'i  ^'iu  Alexaudria:  tlio  magnilicent,  power- 
f ul  and  bearded  form  of  a  man,  the  uppcr  part  of  whose  body 
rested  upon  a  gigantio  nm.  Sixteen  naked  chfldren^  the  oz- 
teen  ells  which  the  stream  mnst  rise  if  it  were  ^oing  to  brin^ 
lipon  the  land  the  blessing  it  desired^  were  playing  around  his 
herculcan  body,  and  a  large  wedding-crown  of  lotus  flowers 
adorncd  his  llowing  loc]<?. 

Crocodiles,  slieavcs  of  wheat,  dates,  chisters  of  grapes  and 
Shells  covored  in  abundanee  this  wafron,  which  was  CTeeted 
with  huzzas  and  oheers  by  the  niultitiMle.  Jt  was  surrounded 
by  old  gray-h?iired  men  dressed  in  tlic  pari)  of  htal  lu  ii  priests. 

This  was  in  tum  foilowed  by  bands  oi"  mu.^ic  and  ehoirs,  and 
in  front  of  them  niarched  ahost  of  youths  and  maidens.  Thcy, 
too,  wero  dressed  as  male  and  female  geniuses  of  the  slrcam, 
and  represented  the  companions  of  the  bride  and  bridegrocm. 
the  wedding  »scort  of  the  betrothed« . 
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The  furtlier  tlie  proco««ion  n^lvfinccd,  and  tlio  ncarer  tlie 
anxiously  awaitcd  viilim  approaciied  tho  moro  attentively  did 
tliecrowd  gaze  and  li.-tcn. 

After  thü  youtlis  aud  iiiaidins  had  passed  by  scarcely  a  sonnd 
"was  to  be  board  lipon  tlie slandri or aiiiong  tho  people.  Ko  oae 
noticed  tho  buriiing  heat  of  thc  day,  no  ojic  ubserved  the  dry- 
ness  of  bis  parchcd  ton  - ir,  tbe  eyes  cf  all  were  fixed  in  the 
same  direction^  the  mgro  Wekil  alone^  whoso  gigantic  figme, 
drawn  up  to  its  füll  height^  was  standmg  in  its  place,  tumed 
nowand  thenwith  lorkm^,  attentive  gaze  toward  the  city. 
He  expected  to  see  smoke  nsing  from  fche  neighborhood  of  the 

Erison,  and  snddtnly  his  lipsparted,  and  with  a  scomfiü  smile 
e  displayed  his  glittering,  snow-white  teeth. 

That  which  he  liad  I)een  expecting  at  last  appeared,  and  the 
littlo  gray  cloud  that  he  mw  soon  grew  l»]acker,  and  in  the 
midst  of  it  appearcd  a  reddisli  glow,  which  did  not  owe  ita 
orij^iii  to  tho  sun.  Bnt  among  tlie  thoiisaiids  present  he  was 
the  oiiiy  ono  who  gianced  backward  and  saw  it. 

Now  tliG  wcdding  procession  began  to  march  upon  the 
M  oodeii  structurc  standiiig  out  in  tlio  river,  and  another  choir 
oi  youüg  men,  "wiLli  panlluT-skinson  their  Shoulders,  followed, 
and  theii — at  last,  at  last — tlioro  approached  a  wagon  drawn 
by  eight  coal-black  steers,  decorated  with  green  Ostrich  feathers 
and  water-ijiauts. 

The  wagon  was  protected  from  the  heat  of  the  sun  by  a 
wide-sprcading  canopy,  upon  the  supports  of  which  were  lean- 
ing  four  men  in  the  attire  of  heathen  priests,  and  beneath  thia 
canopy,  all  rlchly  adomed  with  Iotas  dIobsoxos  and  bundles  of 
reeds,  reposed  the  Bride  of  the  Nile,  snrroimded  with  green 
papyros,  reed-grass,  tall  rushes  and  blooming  water-plante. 

Bne  sat  motionless,  clothed  in  white,  and  tnickly  veiled.  Her 
long,  f  nll  brown  haur  flowed  loosely  down  over  her  shoolders, 
and  bef  ore  her  lay  a  wreath  and  some  rare  Iotas  blossoms  of 
roseate  hue. 

Kear  her  side  the  bishop  had  been  seated  up  to  the  present 

moment,  tlie  first  Christian  minister  among  all  those  witli 
wiiom  Moni])his  was  filled  to  overflowing  who  had  made  Iiis 
appearant  ü  at  the  scc  iiü  of  this  lioathcnish  barljarism. 

Now  he  raised  himself  iip  i  i  ect,  and  with  brow  darkly  con- 
tracted  and  ominous  glauce,  lic  gazed  njion  the  multitude.  Ol 
A\  iiat  avail  had  been  the  penitential  sei  luons  in  all  the  churclies, 
ihe  warnings  and  thrcats  proclaiined  by  himself  and  all  th.e 
clergy?   In  spite  of  all  Opposition  he  had  aseended  the  wagon 
with  tbe  coDcemueä  girl  after  having  once  more  oomforted 
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&er  souL  It  might  cost  bim  bis  Ufe^  but  lie  determmed  to  keep 
bis  promise. 

Orion^s  last  greeixag,  a  rose  Mme.  Martina  had  broughfc 
him,  and  another  one,  which  Pulcheria  had  banded  her  early 
tüat  morning,  Panla  carried  in  her  hand. 

Yestcrday,  during  a  liu  id  inlerval,  her  father  had  given  her 
bis  dyiug  blessing  withoiit  luiving  tho  faintest  suspicion  of  what 
was  in  storo  for  her  ;  ho  had  not  como  to  lümself  lo-day,  and 
HO  nuithcr  feit  nor  rcsponded  to  the  partiug  kiss  of  Iiis  child. 

He  was  carried  in  a  state  of  unconsciousness  fi'om  thc  pris((n 
to  the  hottse  of  Kufinna  Jobanna  had  strenuouslj  insistcjd 
upon  taking  bim  aud  nurang  him  to  the  end. 

Orion's  last  greeting,  in  writing,  was  deliyered  to  Paula 
fibortly  before  she  started  upon  her  last  journey,  and  contain-?/! 
the  news  that  bis  work  had  been  completed.  He  had  been  in- 
formcd  that  tho  awf ul  tra^edy  would  be  executed  not  to-d  ly 
but  to-morrow_,  and  she  received  con^nlation  from  the  reflcotion. 
tliat  }io  was  spared  the  tortuie  a£  accompanyiug  her  in  mind 
upon  licr  frigliLfnl  trip. 

8lie  allowed  the  women  who  had  come  to  ])ut  oii  her  bridal 
garments  to  have  their  own  way,  and  among  theni  was  Eman, 
the  wife  of  tho  jailer,  who»e  te ari'iil  synipatliy  gave  relief  to  her 
beart.  But  before  she  had  proceeded  further  tlian  the  prison 
coturt  ahe  feit  that  she  could  not  endure  ezfaibitinK  herseif  to 
the  gaping  moltitade  in  the  floral  omaments  of  a  bride^  so  on 
the  wagon  she  tore  them  off  and  threv  fhem  on  the  groond. 

The  road  to  the  river  seemed  to  her  so  lon^,  so  endlessly 
long,  but  she  did  not  once  glance  at  tlie  eunous  spectators 
along  the  street,  did  not  cease  to  lift  up  her  heart  in  prayer, 
aTul  wheii  lior  prond  blood  boilcd  up  and  despair  seemed  about 
to  ovei  pow  L  T  lier  slu?  gra?:ped  the  bishop's  hand,  and  he  did  not 
grow  weary  in  encouragiiig  her  aiid  in  adjuring  her  to  per- 
sevoro,  in  love  and  faitli,  and  not  to  emulier  her  liope  to  wane. 

And  thns  they  arrivcd  at  thc  end  of  the  struoture,  where  life 
in  anuthcr  worid  began  for  her.  The  cries  of  the  multitu(?e 
had  not  yet  sounded  so  loudj  so  entbusiastic,  so  expectant; 
mnsic  and  singing  were  mixed  indiscrlminately  witb  tibe  loar- 
ing  of  the  thousands  of  people,  and,  as  though  stupefied,  die 
allowed  berself  to  be  raiscd  irom  the  wagon,  and  followed  tlie 
youths  and  maidens  who  represented  licr  bridal  attendants, 
and  in  altcrnatmg  choroses  sung  one  of  the  grandest  wedding 
songs  of  Sappho  of  Lcsbos. 

And  iiow  tue  bisbop  attcmpted  to  address  the  multitude,  but 
hc  was  proniptly  silenced.  Ue  then  joined  her  agaiu^  and  she 
fitep^ied  upon  the  bridge  supported  bj  bis  hand. 
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All  that  she  possessed  of  strength,  pride,  and  herolsm  she 
ßummoned  to  her  assirtance  in  ordei  to  take  these  last  few 
Steps  erect  um*  T^ithout  waYerinp^,  and  slie  Lad  already  reached 
tlie  middle  of  iho  bridgo  in  'orincely  mahner,  and  as  majestic- 
ally  a3  thoiif^h  she  were  ad\  a^-cmg  tliith'^r  to  demand  obedi- 
euL'ü  from  tiiis  mass  of  peopl  ,  when  tlie  soimd  of  lioofs  were 
heard  upoa  th  hoUov  plankl»  behind  her. 

Cid  Horns  Apollo  mtd  overtaken  her,  npon  bis  white  ass, 
and  placed  himsclf  directly  in  her  wry. 

Out  of  brecih^  ccvered  with  per^pir  t!on«  he  commanded  her, 
in  a  soomfol  and  triumphant  mann  to  anveil  her  counte- 
nance,  and  ordered  the  bishop  to  withdraw,  and  to  permit  the 
person  w"ho  roprescnted  Father  !Nile  to  take  Iiis  place  at  her 
Fide.  This  man  was  a  gigaiitie  blacksmith,  who  followcd  old 
Horns,  and  who,  thougli  soniewhat  embarrassed  in  Iiis  mas- 
querade,  was  nevertheiess  wiüing  to  caarrj  his  part  out  to  the 
oesfc  of  Iiis  ability. 

Bul  i  lio  priest  and  Paula  refused  to  obey  these  commands, 

Tiicicupon  tho  old  man  toro  the  veil  from  her  face,  and 
made  a  sign  to  the  Nile-god/'  and  he  took  adyantage  of  his 
right,  sxia,  after  bowing  hnmbly  before  the  biahop>  vho  was 
compelled  to  let  him  have  his  way,  esoorted  her  to  tbe  extreme 
end  of  tho  bridge.  At  this  point  tho  two  old  men  who  had 
preceded  the  attcndants  of  Osiris  and  Bacchus,  cast  the  golden 
bowls  as  a  sacrifice  uito  the  rirer,  and  then  a  lawyer,  who  was 
attired  like  a  heatlien  priest,  in  a  vrell-rounded  speech  began 

explain  the  signifieance  of  this  marriagj  and  sacrifice. 

He  then  seized  Paula's  band,  ui  order  to  place  it  in  that  of 
4he  blacksmith.  i*nd  he  prepnred  to  ca$t  her  into  the  arms  of 
the  river  whose  representativc  he  was. 

Bat  he  was  pre  rcnted  from  executing  Iiis  purpose.  A  large 
^ala-boat  had  movcd  up  cloic  to  the  bridge,  and  now  cricB  and 
yells  arose  fi'om  the  grand  sfcands  and  along  the  shores,  though 
ap  to  thiB  time  ereiy  soul  had  looked  and  listened  in  bxeathless 
Büspense. 

*^  Tho  gala-boat  of  Sneannahl** 

*'  L<  K)\  on  the  Kile,  on  tho  riverl" 

«  The  hnmming-bird,  the  danghterof  th»  wealthj  Fhilaiiii- 

"  A  bcautifül  sigh 

**  A  second,  anofc^  v  bride  of  tho  K'ilel'" 

And  now  the  s  o  ah  were  tumed  from  Patda  to  Oatha- 
riue.  Tho  bcautifid  la  boat  of  the  wiö  w  Susannah  had  foi 
fin  hour  been  plyini;  np  and  d  wn  in  front  of  the  bridge,  and 
Lhc  ^udrdä  had  uh  uaii^  rcpcatcdlj  warned  the  boatmen  to  keej 
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at  a  greater  distanoe  from  the  scene  of  the  marria^e  but  witb- 
oat  effeot,  as  it  was  impossible^  from  thcir  little  skifte»  to  tue 
force  against  a  iri.irantic  Doat  rowed  by  fifty  sailors. 

And  now  it  had  approached  qiiite  near  to  the  bridge,  and 

with  its  rirhiy  irilded  woodwork,  witli  i(s  cabin  snpportcd  upon 
tall  silver  coluiiins,  its  eails  enibroidered  with  purj)le,  it  would 
liave  olfered  a  brilliant  and  ])lea^in^:,^  si<:;]it  to  the  had  not 
the  large  black  flag  upon  its  ma^t  lent  it  in  spite  of  all  an 
earnest,  .sad  appearance. 

Cathariue  had  caiiscd  her  maids  to  array  her  in  the  cabin 
iu  white  garmcnts,  aud  to  adoru  her  with  white  bh^^soms, 
myrtlcs,  roscs  and  lotiis  in  profiision,  and  had  refused  to  an- 
Bwer  all  their  queöiions  wliiie  thoy  wcre  cngaged  in  doiug  so. 

The  maid  who  pinned  the  flowers  npon  her  breast  feit  her 
mistress's  heart  beat  beneath  her  fingcrs^  and  the  lotus  flo^er, 
which  drooped  from  her  Shoulder  upon  her  bo6om>  rose  and 
sunk  as  if  it  already  lay  upon  the  restless  stream.  Her  Ups 
also  were  in  oonstant  motion^  and  her  cheeks  were  aa  pale  as 
deaÜL 

What  is  fihe  gomg  to  dof  her  attendants  asked  them- 
selyes. 

Her  mother  had  died  yesterday,  and  to-daj  she  was  ivitness- 

ing  this  tragic  scene,  and  even  commanded  the  pilot  to  move 
toward  the  bridge  and  stop  qoite  near  it^  where  süao  would  be 
Seen  by  everybody.  But  porhaps  it  was  her  wi^h  to  show  her- 
self  in  all  her  maünificence  to  the  assemblcd  multitude,  and  to 
be  admircd  by  all,  for  now  she  Avas  jn-eparmg  to  moinit  upon 
tlie  top  of  the  eabin.  And  ?be  did  look  lovely,  as  buauLiXul  as 
an  innoceut  angel,  as  she  ciimbed  up  the  stairway,  with  chiid- 
like  cmbarrassmcnt  and  modesty,  and  yet  witli  eyes  wide  open, 
as  though  she  were  ex]>cüting  sümelhlng  graud  for  which  shö 
had  long  and  eamestly  been  pining. 

Anubis  had  to  suppoi  fc  her  when  she  reached  the  last  step, 
for  her  knees  threatened  to  give  way  beneath  her;  but  when 
she  had  readied  the  top  she  sent  him  back  vith  instmctions  to 
keep  the  rest  of  her  attendants  belov  because  she  desired  to 


Accusfcomed  to  obey^  the  boy  acquiesccd^  and  now  Gatharmo 
asoended  a  bench  Standing  near  the  balustrade  of  the  boat^ 
turned  toward  Paula>  whom  she  was  approaching  nearer  and 
ncarer  every  moment,  extended  toward  her  and  the  bishop  her 
right  hand^  in  which  slie  was  holding  two  gorgeous  lilies,  and 
at  the  moment  when  the  blacksmith  measurcd  ^v]Ü\  Iiis  eye  the 
rpaoe  between  the  bridge  and  tba  boat,  and  saw  that  it  was  iai- 
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possible  to  cast  the  Bride  of  the  Nile  into  the  waves  nntil  thi 
Doat  withdrew  a  little  from  tho  bridge,  Catliarine  exclaimed: 

"  Bererend  Father  John,  and  you,  my  people!  I,  I,  and 
not  the  daughter  of  Thomas!  Not  she,  I,  I,  Catharine,  am 
the  triie  Bride  of  the  Kilel  Of  my  ovn\  free  will — hear  me, 
J ohn  I — of  my  own  free  ^-ill  do  I  give  my  lif e  f or  my  peoplo 
and  their  suffering,  and  the  patriareh  has  said  my  sacrifice  will 
be  acceptable  to  Heaven.  Farewell!  Pray  forme!  Pity  me, 
my  preciöiis  Saviour!  Mother,  beloved  mother,  I  am  coraing!*' 

Then  she  called  out  to  the  pilot:  ^*  PiiH  off  from  the  hridge!" 
and  as  soon  as  a  few  strokes  of  the  oars  had  driven  the  boa  fc 
deeper  into  the  stream,  she  ascended  with  trembling  step  tlj  ? 
railing  of  the  boat,  then  cast  the  liUes  into  the  water,  and  thei^; 
with  her  head  slightly  turned  to  one  side  and  with  a  smile  u2)on 
lier  lips,  she  modestly  gathered  her  garments  about  her  and 
fmnk  beiieath  the  waves. 

The  water  closed  over  her,  but  soon  the  accomplished  swim- 
mer  again  appeared  upon  the  surfaee,  and  her  featui-es  had  the 
appearance  of  one  bathing  and  eujoyiug  the  soothing  coolness 
of  the  water  that  seemed  to  ripple  around  her  and  cajole  her. 
Perhaps  the  mad  storm  of  applause  still  touched  her  ear,  and 
perhaps,  too,  she  heard  the  cries  of  terror,  sympathy,  and  grati- 
tude  that  arose  from  the  comitless  thoiisands  along  the  shore, 
but  soou  she  agaiu  disappeared  head  foremost  beueath  the  sur- 
faee. 

The  "  river-god,  a  kind-hearted  person,  who  in  ordinary 
every-day  life  could  never  have  seen  Iiis  neighbor  perish  before 
Iiis  eyes,  releascd  Paula,  forgetting  the  part  he  was  plapng, 
and  leaped  into  the  water  after  Catharine,  as  did  also  her 
foster-brother  Anubis  and  some  of  the  sailors,  but  they  could 
not  find  her,  and  the  boy,  whose  broken  leg  proved  to  be  an 
incumbrance  in  swimming,  followed  even  m  death  her  to 
whom  in  life  Iiis  whole  heart  had  belonged. 

Her  words  had  been  heard  only  by  those  to  whom  they  wer© 
addressed,  but  before  she  had  disappeared  in  the  waves,  Bishop 
John  tunied  toward  the  people,  held  Paula  firmly  with  oae 
hand,  now  that  she  had  been  released  from  her  repulsive  bride- 
groom,  and  waved  alof t  a  crucifix  in  the  other,  and  cried  aloud 
to  the  multitude: 

The  will  of  our  most  holy  father  Benjamin,  through  whom 
God  himself  has  spoken  to  you,  has  been  accomplished.  Of 
her  own  zealous  accord  a  })urc  and  noble  Jacobite  maiden  hat 
offered  herseif  in  imitation  of  our  Saviour  a  sacrifice  before  your 
eyes  for  her  sufferiiig  fellow-mortals.    This  young  girl  here,  " 
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Süd  at  theae  vords  he  drew  Paula  to  him,  ^'is  now  free;  tlie 
Nile  has  reoeiyed  its  victim!*' 

Bufc  beforo  he  liad  finished  speaknig,  and  the  pcople  had 
foiind  time  to  liear  her  words^  oid  Horns  Apollo  had  nushed 

upoa  him  and  interrupted  his  speech.    Düring  the  ceremony 

ho  had  ah-eady  dismoTintod  ^rom  his  ass,  and  in  ordcr  not  to  let 
his  viel  im  escapo  liim  lic  iiow  threw  himsclf  betwoen  Paula  and 
the  bii^hop,  seizcd  liei-  by  her  dress,  aud  called  aloud  to  the 
young  mvn  of  llie  clioriis: 

*•  To  workl  Let  some  one  qnicklytake  the  place  of  tl\e 
river-god —  And  then  into  the  stream  with  the  Bride  of  i]  .0 
Nüel'^ 

But  the  bifihop  onee  more  foroed  his  vay  betveen  the  yona^ 
girl  and  the  old  man^  whereupon  anger  oyerpowered  him,  tnÄ 
he  rashed  upon  the  priest,  in  order  to  tear  from  him  the  image 

of  the  crucified  One;  buk  the  bishop  cried  aloud  in  a  voice  of 
thunder  that  sent  terror  to  the  hearts  of  all  that  heard  it: 
"  Anathema  At  the  sound  of  this  terrible  word,  and  at  the 
sight  of  this  sacrilegious  attack,  the  Christian  blood  of  tlio 
Egyptians  was  aroused^  and  thcir  fidelity  to  the  faith,  wl^i^  U 
had  oeeu  proved  in  maiiy  a  battle^  aiul  v.'iiidi  during  this  tirne 
of  terror  had  oiily  by  artificial  subteriuged  beun  thrust  iuto  the 
background,,  agaiu  began  to  iiösert  itself,  and  the  leader  of  the 
choruö  dragged  back  the  old  man  aud  took  sides  with  the  prcl- 
ate.  Others  followed  his  example,  while  a  number  of  young 
choristeis  lent  their  asdstance  to  the  old  man,  who  stall  helä 
Paula  with  the  grasp  of  despair,  preferring  himself  to  be 
blotted  out«of  existence  raüier  thansee  the  hated  vornan  escape 
his  rerenge. 

But  novv  there  oonld  be  heard  from  the  deserted  city  the 
sound  of  bells  and  an  ine^licably  ominous  noise,  and  suaden- 
ly  a  youtli  was  seen,  with  unshoathed  sword  in  liaiid;,  forcing 
his  way  through  ihe  r  rowd,  and  iii  sjüte  of  Iiis  toni  garments, 
his  disordcrcd  hair  aiid  blackened  lace  the  jnajority  of  the 
people  recognizod  in  liliu  Orion. 

Everything  gave  way  before  him,,  Avho  rushed  forward  like  a 
raviiig  maniac^  and  whon  ho  rcached  tlie  bridge,  and  with  rapid 
glancc  pcrccivcd  how  i'ar  tho  tragcdy  had  advauccd,  ho  plungcd 
forwarawith  mightybounds  through  the  masked  spectato/s 
u^n  the  bridge,  pushing  struggling  groups  of  people  yiolently 
ainde,  and  before  nis  approach  had  fem  obserred  oy  those  on 
the  remoto  end  of  the  structure  he  dragged  the  old  man  back 
from  Paula,  and  callcd  her  by  name,  and  as  she,  powerless  from 
terror,  sxurprise  -Wid  indescribable  ecstasy  snnk  back  upon  Iiis 
\r^t  He  pressed  her  to  him  vith  his  left  arm,  and  the  glitter-» 
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ing  sworä  in  hu  nght  hand  and  his  flashlng  eyes  taught  eyery 
one  it  wonld  be  as  prudent  to  attack  a  lioness  tbat  was  defendf 
ing  her  youiig  as  this  desperate  man  who  was  ready  to  die  foi 
his  beloTod  betrothed. 

Iiis  thrnst  had  hurled  Horns  Apollo  far  to  one  side,  and  as 
the  old  man  was  recovering  himself^  in  Order  to  throw  himself 
once  more  upon  his  victim,  he  became  entangled  in  a  crowd, 
and  was  hnricd  with  lliem  over  the  cdgc  of  the  bridgo  into  the 
water  by  tlio  wild  and  excited  multitudo  that  had  ioilowed 
Orion. 

The  most  of  theso  inifortniuito  people  were  ablc  to  save  them- 
ßelves  by  swimming,  but  cid  Horns  Rinik,  and  oüly  his  list, 
raised  aloft  m  Lhe  air  iu  a  dcüant  maiiner,  was  seeu  for  a  few 
moments  aboTO  the  ßurface  of  the  water. 

In  the  meantime  Wekil  had  also  observed  what  was  going 
on  Qpon  the  bridge>  and  he  sprang  up  f  rom  his  seat  in  a  rage^ 
intending  to  restore  order  and  to  arr^stwith  his  ownhttid 
Orion,  whom  he  thought  he  lecognized,  or  if  necessary  to  smite 
liim  to  the  ground. 

But  thousands  impedcd  his  way,  for  tho  released  prisoneEBy 
at  whose  head  Orion  liad  appeared,  ha<l  rushcd  upon  the  scene 
of  the  festirities,  scattering  terror  ou  all  sides  with  the  cry  of : 

**Fire!  The  prison!  the  city  in  ilames!"  and  now  every 
one  who  could  use  his  Jet^^s  was  madly  hasteTiiTiq"  thence  to  the 
city,  in  order  to  rescue  from  destruction  Ms  house,  kisproperty, 
and  his  loved  ones. 

The  spectatoi-s  began  theu'  flight  like  a  flock  of  pigeons, 
which  the  erj  of  a  hawk  has  scattered^  or  hke  a  heap  of  dried 
ftutnmn  leayes  driven  by  a  whirlwind.  They  durected  their 
Steps  toward  the  city  in  wild  confnsion  and  dismay^  leaped 
upon  the  wagons  that  had  been  used  in  the  parade,  cut  loose 
the  steeds  from  the  eqnipage  of  tlie  Goddess  of  Health^  and 
rode  toward  the  tovm.  at  a  mad  gallop^  treadin^  under-foot 
whatever  happened  to  lie  in  their  way,  and  in  their  wild  rush 
they  tore  Wekil  along  with  them,  who,  with  saber  in  hand, 
was  striviug  to  rearh  the  bridge. 

Smoke  and  fire  in  the  meantime  continncd  to  asceiid  from 
the  City  toward  heaven,  and  seemed  with  niagic  power  to  Impel 
the  lleeiiig  multitiide  to  make  almost  nnpernaLmral  efforts  to 
reach  their  homes  befurc  it  sliould  be  too  late. 

But  before  the  negro  could  reach  the  wooden  structure  the 
hastening  crowd  was  brought  to  bay;  the  sonnd  of  approaching 
hoofswas  heard.  The  thick  clonds  of  dust  ooncealed  both 
horse  and  rider,  but  it  must  be  armed  horsemen  who  were  ap- 
proaching at  BU3k  m  f oiioos  pace,  for  through  the  grey  olonC 
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Hhai  enveloped  fhem  fhere  barat  ever  and  anoii  gliitermg 

flashes  of  light,  the  reflecMon  of  the  rays  of  the  sun  from  the 
bricht  and  poliahied  Borfaoes  of  helmets,  fibields  and  sabera 
And  now  tiie  negro  also  rccognized  tliem. 

In  advaiice  of  the  rost  dashctl  Kahdi,  and  just  as  "Wekil 
reached  him  he  swung  liimsell'  l'roni  his  saddleupon  thebrk1s-e, 
and  with  n  Inud  cry  of,  "  Haved,  delivercdl''  in  wliidi  wus  re- 
flected  the  imense  joy  of  his  heart.  he  exteiided  hiri  haiids  to 
Paula,  "wlio,  chncintc  to  Orion,  was  now  a])])roaehin2;  tlie  slmre. 
All  Ulis  tinie  Oihinan  had  not  obaurved  Wekil,  who  was  ciily 
a  low  paoes  from  liim.  The  words  Saved,  delivered!^^  from 
&e  month  of  the  higbest  judgc  of  the  land  tauy^t  the  negro 
that  the  royal  pardon  of  bis  yonng  and  hated  enemy  must  have 
amredy  and  this  contalned  the  sentence  of  oondemnation  for 
him  seif. 

He  had  notbing  more  to  hope.  Omar  was  still  to  rule;  the 
attempt  npon  the  life  of  the  caJiph  had  äuled.  Degradation, 

pnnishment,  death  awaited  him  so  soon  as  Amr  slionld  retnrn; 
tut  he  did  not  wish  to  perish  before  he  had  drawn  with  him  to 
destruction  tho  oriLrinator  of  his  riiiii,  a7id  so  he  thrust  back 
the  snrprised  Kalidi  aiid  pie])ared  for  tho  terrible  stroke  of 
felliiig  Orion  to  the  grouiid  bei'ore  he  himself  had  fallen.  But 
the  captain  of  tho  body-guards,  who  had  followed  OUinian, 
had  anticipated  Wekil's  design,  and  with  the  quickness  of 
hghtning  he  Struck  the  negro  a  blov  from  his  raddle  that 
deared  bis  head  to  his  neck*  With  a  horrible  oath  Obada  let 
his  arm  laH  tö  his  side  and  feil  ezpinng  at  the  f eet  of  the  newly 
nnited  conple. 

Tho  people  declared  later  that  his  blood  was  not  red  like  hu- 
man blood,  but  was  black  like  his  bodv  and  his  soul. 

Thcy  had  ground  to  cnrse  him,  for  by  reason  of  his  fiendish 
cmelty  more  than  tho  half  of  Memphis  had  this  day  been  de- 
stroyed  and  its  Citizens  reduced  to  abj\'ct  poverty. 

Two  hired  felons,  whom  he  had  secuied  duriiig  the  festive 
ceremonies,  set  fire  to  the  prison  for  the  purpoöe  of  burniiig 
Orion  alivo,  but  the  fire  had  been  discovered  in  time  and  the 
whole  host  of  prisoners  set  at  liberty.  And  it  was  thus  that  the 
young  man  at  the  headof  bis*  fellow-prisoners  had  been  able  to 
reach  the  soene  of  the  sacrifice;  but  in  the  deserted  town  it  had 
been  impossible  to  stay  tbe  flames,  which  were  transmitted 
from  house  to  honse  along  the  parchcd  streeta,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing  day  tbere  was  noün'ng  lof t  of  the  famous  City  of  tho 
Fyramids  but  the  Nile  Street  situated  along  the  rirer  bank  and 
a  few  miserable  alloys. 

The  andent  reädenceof  UiePharaohs  had  been  trausformed 
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iiito  a  mere  spot  lipon  the  soil  nf  Egypt,  and  its  homeless  Citi- 
zens migrattxl  to  the  otlier  sitle  of  the  river,  and  settled  aa 
Mussulmen  in  the  rapidljgrowing  ioötat,  orsought  newhomes 
upon  Christian  ßoih 

Among  the  houses  that  had  been  spared  was  that  of  Kufinus, 
and  thither  Kahdi  condncted  Paula  and  Orion,  and  assignod  it 
to  them  as  iheir  prison  until  tbe  xetiiTD  of  the  Commander, 
and  here,  united  wixh  their  friends^  they  spent  happy  days  to- 
gether;  there  it  was  permitted  the  d\ing  hero  Thomas  for  the 
last  time  to  draw  hin  children  to  his  bosom  and  bless  them. 

Shortly  before  Kahdi  appeared  upon  the  scene  of  the 
fcstivitios  two  carrier-pigeons  arrived,  both  bringing  ord(?ra 
from  Amr  tho  Commander  to  prevent,  at  all  hazards,  the  i^imi- 
fice  of  the  daughter  of  Tlioma?,,  and  to  spare  her  ]ifc  until  Iiis 
return.  He  also  propoded  to  decdde  Orion's  l'ate  at  the  saiue 
time. 

Mariii  und  Hassan  had  found  him  at  Berenice,  upon  tlie 
Egyptian  shore  of  the  Eed  Sea.  This  dilapidated  port  was 
oonnected  with  Medma  by  a  oarrier-pigeon  senrice,  and  in  le- 
ply  to  his  inquiry  touchin^  the  prop^  sacrifioe  on  the  bank 
of  the  Nile  by  the  despairuig  Egyptians  Omar  had  sent  ordere 
that  were  forthwith  forwarded  to  Kahdi. 

Tho  conflagration  of  the  dty  bronght  new  calamities  upon 
the  sorely  aölieted  Memphians,  and  in  spite  of  Catharine's 
sacrifi<^e  the  Nile  refiipod  to  oyerflow.  And  bo  throe  days  after 
the  interniption  of  the  niarriiige  cercmonies,  Kahdi  called  to- 
gether  all  the  inliabitants  of  the  cities  ou  both  .Nidcs  of  the 


here  he  prochiiined  through  Araliian  eriers  aiul  Egyptian  In- 
terpreters to  both  Mussulmen  and  Christiaus  what  the  caliph 
had  commanded  him  to  make  known  to  the  Citizens  of  Mem- 
phis: The  only  and  all-^racioos  God  despises  human  sacrifioe. 
Gonfident  of  this  he  womd  pray  to  Allah,  the  all-mercifal,  and 
he^  Omar^  had  inclosed  therewith  a  letter,  which  was  to  be  caat 
into  the  river  in  his  name. 

And  this  letter  bore  the  superscription:  "  To  the  Egyptisjih 
Niler'   And  its  Contents  were  as  follows: 

*•  If  thou,  oh  ßtream,  flowest  by  tliino  own  power,  then  tio 
not  overflow;  but  if  it  be  the  true  and  only  God  wlio  eausea 
thee  to  flow,  then  we  impiore  tins  merciful  God  to  cause  thee 
to  overflow"' 

**"What  does  not  proceed  from  God,"  said  the  Commander, 
in  the  letter  which  accompanied  that  of  Omar,  "  can  not  aTaü 


ßtream  once  more  beneath 
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man,  'tis  certain.    But  everytliiug  was  created  by  Iiiin.  uml 


eameet  prayer  of  Omar,  as  well  as  cur  own,  and  hence  I  de« 
cree  that  all  you  Mnssidmen,  Ohristdans  and  Jews  assemble 

yourselves  together  in  tlie  mosque  on  yonder  side  of  the  river, 
which  I  built  in  honor  of  the  aU-gracions  One,  and  that  ye  do 
lif  t  iip  your  hearts  in  one  great,  common  prayer  that  God  may 
hearken  unto  yon  and  have  mercy  lipon  your  wocsl'^ 

And  Kahdi  snmmonod  all  the  poople  to  march  across  the 
!Niie,  and  thoyobeyed  him.  The  bishop  called  upon  bis  priests 
to  foliow,  lind  lio  led  forth  tho  Christians,  marching  at  their 
head;  tlu  n  followed  the  ral)1)is  and  the  oldcst  among  the  Jews, 
with  thüir  peo2)Ie,  and  the  Mussulmen  gathered  together  with 
them  in  the  magnificent  mosque  of  Amr  with  its  grand 
oolamns,  and  there  all  three  sects  lif  ted  np  their  hearts,  eyes 
and  Toices  to  the  one  and  only  all-mercif  ul  t^ather  in  heaven. 

And  thiB  yery  mosque  of  Amr  Las  more  than  once  witneesed 
a  similar  ennoblin^  spectacle,  and  in  the  life-time  and  before 
the  very  eyes  of  the  writer  of  this  narrative  were  Mnssulmen, 
(?hristians  and  Jews  called  together  there  to  offer  up  a  pious 
Petition,  which  was  assuredlyheard  graciously  by  the  Almighty 
l'athcr  of  thera  all. 

And  soon  aftcr  tho  t  aliph's  leiter  liad  been  cast  into  the 
Kile,  and  tho  prayor  i>L  iho  three  di Heren t  sects  had  been 
oltered  up  in  Amr 's  Hiosquc,  a  carrier-pigeon  arrived  in  Mem- 
phis with  tho  news  that  the  ÜN'ile  was  rapidly  risuig  in  the 
ncighborhood  of  the  oataract,  and  alter  a  senes  of  eorrowful 
yet  ho2)cf  ul  days  the  Kile  began  to  swell  and  continued  to  rise 
higher  and  higher,  soon  breaking  oyer  its  banks,  nntil  the 
farmers  had  fuH  ground  for  expcciing  a  glorious  harvest,  and 
after  a  thunder-storm  had  dispelled  the  choking  dnst  the 
pL>stilenc0  also  disappeared. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  river  showed  the  first  signs  of 
rising,  the  Commander  Amr  rctumcd  home,  and  in  Iiis  retinae 
appeared  little  Maria  and  Hassan,  as  well  as  riiilippus  and  the 
merchant  Haschim,  who  had  joined  the  jxirty  of  Lhe  caliph's 
vieeirerent  at  Dschidda.  They  had  learned  on  the  road  all 
tliuL  liud  taken  place  at  Memphis,  and  as  the  travelers,  with 
the  pyramids  before  their  eyes,  were  nearing  their  last  night'a 
cncampment,  the  Arabian  general  exdaimed  to  Maria: 

Wnat  think  you,  mydarling?  In  spite  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened  we  nevertheless  owe  the  Citizens  of  Memphis  a  gorgeous 
marriage  festival''' 

No,  sire,  two  of  them,"  replied  the  child. 

Uow  can  that  W  inqoired  Amr,  laughing.      As  you 
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are  still  too  yoime^  aud  coiisequently  cau  not  ho  rockoned  aa 
oiie  of  them.  I  know  no  maidcu  in  Mempiiiö  wiiose  marriage 
I  would  like  to  provide  for. 

But  I  sliüuld  like  to  arrange  the  marriage  of  a  man  to 
vhom  joa  will  deny  no  boon^  and  who  lives  as  seclndedlj  as  a 
hennit^  and  at  the  eame  time  with  Paula  and  Orion:  I  refer  to 
onr  ffood  Philipptu  there  behind  ns.^^ 

**  The  doctorr   And  is  he  still  ginglef  inquired  the  general, 
a^f  oiiished,  for  no  Mussulman  at  his  age  and  in  his  position  of 
physician  could  have  led  un  unmamed  li&  without  ezposing 
tiimsolf  to  the  contempt  of  his  fellowa 
**  Ah,  he  is  a  widower!'' 

No,  sire/'''  rejoined  Maria.  **  He  has  simply  not  yet  fniiTid 
a  wife  that  suits  him ;  but  I  know  one  whom  Crod  himself 
created  especially  for  him." 

"My  little  Chatbe!''*  exclaimed  the  general.  "Do  you 
makc  your  arraugements,  and  it  shaU  not  he  my  fault  if  the 
seoond  marriage  is  not  oelebrated  in  the  grandest  style.'' 

There  is  one  more  we  mnst  celebrate!"  said  the  child, 
langhing  and  olapping  her  hands.    "  My  brave  protector— *' 

The  giant!  Nothiiig  is  impossible  for  you,  my  little  one; 
have  you  found  a  bride  for  liim  also?" 

No,  sire;  he  found  bis  Mandana  withont  my  behp." 

Tt^s  all  the  Farne,"  exclaimcd  the  generaL  1  shall  pro- 
vide for  herl  But  k't  this  bc  enough,  otherwise  tbese  7iiiiner- 
ons  faniilieswe  arefoundingmighteyentually  eipel  usArabiang 
from  the  countrv/* 

It  was  upon  such  terms  of  intimacy  that  the  great  general 
had  dealt  with  this  child  sinee  she  had  cntered  his  tcnt  at 
Bcrcuicc  and  had  thcrc  plcadcd  for  the  interests  of  her  beloved 
friends  witb  sacb  fiuency,  such  clearness^  and  with  so  much 
feehng  that  Amr  had  fortbwitb  determined  to  do  eTezytbing 
for  her  that  lay  in  bis  power. 

In  addition  to  other  considerations,  by  the  newB  sbe  bad 
brought,  Maria  had  rendered  it  possible  for  him  to  prevent 
transactions  that  would  bave  worked  tbe  greatest  injury  to  tbe 
cause  of  the  crescent,  and  to  rescue  from  death  the  children  of 
two  fathers  whom  lio  admired,  the  son  of  the  George  thb 
Mukaukas,  and  tlic  dauglitcr  of  Thomas. 

Upon  his  retuin  he  u>'f'f^'rtai!iüd  that  the  crimes  Wekil  had 
committed  far  exceoded  Iiis  worst  fears.  The  ncgro  had  begun 
to  undermiue  that  respect  for  the  Arabian  goveniinent  and  foT 
the  justice  of  the  Musöuiiueii  wliioli  he  had  zealously  striven  to 

*  Tbe  AraUan  word  for  a  woman  that  negotiates  marriagea 
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place  upon  a  firm  foundation,  and  it  was  as  thoiigh  hj  a 
miraole  tlint  Orion  had  cscaped  Iii?  mnrdcrons  attempts,  for 
tlirice  had  he  dispatched  a«?assins  iuto  ihe  pri.soii,  and  he  owed 
it  ßolely  to  the  watclifulm  .SS  of  thc  liusband  of  llie  beautiful 
Eman  that  he  had  ( srai»!  d  froiii  tho  buniinfir  prison.  It  was 
of  thc  luoöt  liiümt^iiLoiis  mipurtaiice  to  Obada  Lo  rid  himöclf  of 
the  dctested  3'oimgmau,  ähice  Iiis  testiniouy  aud  acrnsatiouö 
might  rain  hun.  The  felon  had  met  mih  a  more  u]  prupnate 
fate  than  the  judges  woald  haye  inflicted  upon  hiin.  The 
riches  which  were  fonnd  stored  up  in  his  honse  were  f orwaided 
to  Medina,  and  Orion  was  compelled  to  bow  ßubmissively  to 
the  deoreo  that  the  money  and  elfects  that  the  negro  had  taken 
from  his  treasiiry  and  sent  thither  shoiild  remain  in  the  posses- 
ßion  of  tho  Arabs.  The  Commander  considered  it  his  dut y  to 
impose  this  punishment  upon  tlio  \  oung  man  for  the  pari  ho 
had  taken  in  the  rescuo  of  thenuns  wiili  it^<  fatal  ooiisof|ueuces, 
and  Orion  acouiesced  willinuiy.  i-iiM  e  it  rostort-tl  io  Iiis  beloved 
and  liimsclf  tneir  froedom,  and  uiialtk'd  tho  Commander  to  de- 
Toto  the  greater  part  of  tho  reven  ue  of  the  hmd  to  internal  im- 
provements. 

Bat  the  caliph  Omar  was  not  permitted  to  reoeire  this 
wealth,  which  amonnted  to  much  more  than  the  half  of  all 
the  possoBsions  of  George  the  Mukankas. 

The  most  faithf ul  friend  of  the  propliet,  the  wise  and  powei> 
fid  ruler,  had  fallen  a  victim  to  assassiuation,  and  now  it  came 
to  light  that  AVekil  had  been"  a  party  to  the  oonspiracy  and, 
omboldened  by  confidence  in  its  snccess^  had  been  gwlty  of  all 

these  inercdiblc  crimes. 

Amr  greetod  the  son  of  the  Mukaukas  as  a  father,  and  npon 
examination  of  his  work  he  found  that  it  was  far  suporior  to 
the  other  plans  which  he  had  caused  to  be  prepared,  and  so 
he  cntrnstcd  Orion  with  thc  carrving  into  execution  of  the  new 
subdiviäion  of  tho  land  which  had  been  worked  out  by  himself 
down  to  the  minntest  detsiils. 

**  Do  your  duty  and  a2)2)ly  all  your  powers  to  your  work  in 
the  futnre  as  you  haye  hegunl"  exdaimed  Amr  to  the  youth^ 
and  he  res2)onded: 

"Düring  this  sorrowful  yet  happyperiod  I  haye  gained 
knowlcduv  of  a  grcat  many  things/' 

''Ami  may  1  in(^iiirc  of  what?''  asked  the  generaL  "3 
ühaü  listen  to  von  with  iateresf 

"  I  have  loariKHl,  sire,  that  happiness  aiid  misfortune  as  gen 
crally  nndcrsiood  do  not  cxist.    Life  iö  öimply  what  we  our- 
rpIvi  s  ni;iko  it.    Mi>fortunes  which  force  their  way  into  our 
Äiveii  Irom  without  are  often  merel^'  the  transieut  night  upon 
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-wliieh  follow?  n  c^lorious  day,  or  the  woiuuis  of  the  surgeon, 
tliat  inake  uh  souikIlt  tliaii  cver  bufore.  Wliat  men  generallv 
chU  ini>f<)rtune8  are  frequeully  only  a  bridge  to  a  more  exaited 
existeiK  e;  but  happüiLss  in  the  sense  oi'  the  masses  leads  like  a 
ßwift-Üüwing  river  forth  from  this  enuobling  existence.  Just 
tio  a  ship  that  has  lost  its  rudder  is  more  apt  to  outlast  a  ütorni 
when  upou  the  high  seas  than  vhen  near  to  the  shores  of  saf  ety , 
80  a  human  being  who  has  been  lost  recoyers  life  and  trae 
happiness  oftentimes  amid  the  wildest  nproar  of  life's  ocean 
with  comi>araiIve  ease,  but  only  with  the  greatest  difliculty  aiv3 
rarely  when  his  life  fiows  gently  on.  AJUL  other  blessings  lose 
their  value  when  consdenoe  does  not  urge  us  on  to  meet  the 
duties  of  life  with  firraness  and  fidelity,  and  to  apply  ourselves 
with  joy  to  the  Obligation  that  it  imposcs  upon  ii?.  The  lost 
man  wris  saved  as  soon  as  lie  had  devoted  bis  body  and  mind  to 
thu  öervicu  of  nobler  dutieö,  having  God  bei'ore  bis  eye??  and 
within  bis  heart.  My  own  cxpcriences  and  the  friends  of  my 
Paula  ha\  ('  taught  me  to  strivo  after  that  which  is  right,  and 
to  scek  niy  ovva  happiness  in  tbo  hap^jiness  of  others.  The 
feeling  of  lost  freedoxn  is  faaiid  to  bear^  bat  gire  zne  lore  and 
grant  me  opportunitj  and  Space  to  apphr  my  strength  in  the 
Service  of  the  public,  and  eren  in  prison  I  shiül  be  happy;  not 
perfectiy  happy,  for  without  freedom  there  can  be  no  perfect 
happiness^  but  yct  happier  than  the  idle^  useless  spendthrift 
of  time  and  strength  that  I  nsed  to  be  amid  the  gay  pleasnres 
of  the  capital." 

Then  enjoy  in  addition  to  lovo  and  freedom  the  eonscious- 
ness  of  duly  faiihfully  ]K'rj'ormed/'  rejoined  tlie  coniniander, 
**and  your  Fallier  in  heaven,  believe  mo,  niy  friend,  will 
vouchsafe  to  you  as  joyfuUy  as  1  all  tliat  is  nublcst  and  best. 
You  are  upon  the  road  that  will  transform  that  curse  into  a 
Messing. " 

♦  <K  ♦  «  41  4»  * 

The  three  weddings  which  übe  Commander  had  promised 
JCaria  to  arrange  wäre  celebrated  with  all  possible  magnifi* 
oenoe. 

The  weddinff  of  Paula  and  Orion  was  an  occasion  neyer  te 
be  forgotten  uythe  guests  who  witnessed  it  Bishop  Johi; 
consccrated  theii*  union,  and  they  took  possession  of  tbo  maj» 
Jiiticent  hoLise  ol  little  Ciitharine,,  which  she  had  de\^sed  to  ihc 
youüg  bridegroom,  and  had  it  bc  en  i)ermitted  her  to  read  tbo 
liearts  of  Paulo,  and  Orion  and  lo  know  how  they  lield  lier  in 
ixiciiioi}%  sno  woui  1  huvc  lound  that  she  was  to  them  no  longei 
the  cliildibk  litUj  huEimiDg-bird,  and  that  they  well  kne\r 
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wHat  grafcitiide  ihey  onght  to  feel  towflrd  her  for  t^e  saorifioe 
of  her  yomig  life. 

Litile  Maria  was  the  first  dear  guest  that  they  received  in 
their  new  home,  and  she  remained  its  beloved  inioate  imtil  ehe 

was  happily  married. 

Tlio  goTcrness  Eudoxiu,  Avliom  Orion  lind  taken  under  his 
proiccliün,  followed  Maria  into  her  own  cliarming  home,  whcre 
she  C'losed  her  eyes  in  peace,  liavüig  in  the  educatioü  of  Maria's 
children  öhown  herself  no  lunger  a  mere  hireling  but  a  verita- 
ble  mother. 

The  Patriarch  Benjamin,  who  was  prevailed  upon  by  many 
drcumstaikoes^  and  to  no  small  extent  by  Oatharine's  will^  to 
remain  upon  f  riendly  teims  with  the  son  of  the  Mnkaukap^ 
also  appoared  as  a  guest  of  the  youthf  ul  pair*   Neither  he  nor 

the  Ohurch  had  an y  ( ause  to  regret  their  treaty  of  peace  with 
Orion,  and  when  Paula  presented  her  beloved  nusband  ^vith  a 
boy,  the  ecclesiastical  prince  of  his  own  accord  offered  to  per- 
form the  part  of  godf ather  for  the  child  and  named  him  alter 

his  grandfather^  George. 

Onon'a  son  inherited  the  dignity  of  Mukaukas  upon  his 
arriving  at  mauliood,  since  his  father  had  been  intrusted  with 
the  hign  office  under  a  new  Arabian  title  öhortlj  after  his  mar- 
riage. 

As  the  highest  Christian  officer  of  his  fatherland,  Orion  wa» 
30011  compeUed  to  transf er  his  residence  from  Memphis^  which 
had  now  heen  giren  orer  to  rmn,  to  Alexandria.  Thence  his 
offidal  anlhoiity  was  exercised  throughout  the  entire  Valley  of 
the  Nile,  and  he  de  voted  him  seif  to  his  duties  with  so  much 
zeal^  with  such  faithlulness,  justice,  and  prudence^  tiiat  his 
nanie  was  held  in  honor  and  cstccm  by  rcmote  generations. 

Paula  was  the  joy  and  the  pride  of  his  cxistence,  and  re- 
mained lovingly  uiiited  to  liini  tili  extreme  cid  age. 

Among  tlK'  niost  sacred  duties  of  his  lifo  he  accounted  the 
aim  to  make  tJu'  life  of  his  ^vife,  who  had  changed  him  from  a 
lost  and  aecnrsi'd  num  to  wliat  he  now  was,  ha2)pier  from  day 
Ig  da}'.  Upon  Ihü  ncwly  rcpaircd  palace  of  Iiis  l'orcfathers  in 
the  port  city  of  the  Nüe  he  placed  this  inscription,  wluoh  had 
adomed  the  ling  of  Thomas: 

Before  virtue  God  has  |»laced  tolL^' 

The  doctor  and  Pulcheria  also  foirnd  a  new  home  in  Alex- 
andria.  Philii)i)iH  did  not  have  to  woo  her  long;  for  when  Iiis 
darliüg  girl,  of  whom  he  Ii  ad  constantly  been  thinking  during 
his  absence,  for  the  first  time  mefc  him  after  his  return  home 
in  her  mother 's  hon?^o  and  extc^ndcd  to  liim  both  hands  in  a 
ccnür'!.!^^  trusting  maimer^  heUrewher  to  bis  breast  and  would 
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riot  let  hi«  Pnl  go  until  Jolianna  had  graiitecl  tlicm  botli  lier 
maternal  blessincr.  The  widow  Hved  at  tlie  home  of  tlie  doc- 
tor,  with  her  chiidren  and  ^rrandcliildren,  and  paid  l'ref|in'Tit 
vigits  to  the  grave  of  her  husband.  Finally  ehe  too  was  buned 
by  Iiis  side  in  the  ccmetery  of  ihe  port  city. 

Hassan,  upon  whoni  Orion  bestowed  ample  means,  became 
a  famous  raiaer  of  horses  and  camels  in  the  land  of  bis  birth^ 
and  Mandana  managed  his  domestic  affairs  npon  his  estateb 
gently  and  yet  eoonomically,  and  althoiigh  her  hnsband  re» 
mained  tili  uie  last  day  of  bis  üf e  a  Masdakite^  he  nerer  divided 
bis  poBseasianB  with  any  one. 

Tlie  first  girl  tbat  biswife  piesented  bim  with  he  called 
Maria,  his  first  boy  was  named  Hascbim;  she  would  not  agree 
to  Hassan^s  proposition  to  call  the  second  boy  Orion;  she  pre- 
ferred  to  call  him  Kiifinus,  and  the  next  two  äie  called  respect- 

ively  Hassan  and  Tliilippus. 

The  s('natürial  couple  left  Egypt  with  hearts  füll  of  content. 

Martina  had,  after  all,  had  the  ßatisfaetion  of  assistiu^  in 
celebrating  the  wedding  of  HolitMiora  on  the  banks  of  the  ^vile, 
although  the  bridcgroom  was  not  her  "  great  ScisOütris, ' '  but 
her  nephew  Narses,  who  under  the  loving  care  of  the  yoiing 
widow  had  legalned  although  not  complete  health>  still  an  en- 
durable  state  of  bealth. 

The  young  bride  received  as  Paula's  present  the  fatal 
emerald  whiä  in  the  meantime  had  been  bronght  back  to 
Memphis.   The  senatorial  pair  and  the  Mukaukas  Orion^  with 

his  wife,  were  united  by  the  dose.-t  ties  of  friendsliip  until  the 
end  of  tlu  ir  livcs;  the  trcasurer  !Nüus  long  rnanaged  the  aHaire 
of  his  othce  with  düigcnco  and  care,  and  as  often  as  the  mer- 
chant  Haschim  came  to  Alexandria  tliere  was  a  friendly  con- 
test  betwccii  Orion  and  Philippus^  ±'or  neither  was  Willing  to 
give  liim  up  to  the  other. 

The  doctor  no  longer  begrudged  bis  former  rival  his  proud 
bride.  True,  he  did  not  cease  to  adinire  her,  but  still  he 
thought:  **  My  noble  Pul  has  not  her  eqnal  on  eai  th;  our 
rooms  would  bave  been  too  small  for  Paula,  but  they  just  suit 
my  Uttle  (Joldeii  Looks/' 

To  the  end  of  his  days  he  remain«Ml  n  self-pacrificinir  follower 
of  his  profession,  and  when  be  sa^v  Oi  wearing  hini.self  out 
by  his  severe  applieation  to  bis  duties,  be  would  often  any: 
'*  He  knows  now  what  Hfe  demands,  and  acts  accordiugly,  and 
for  this  reason  he  doee  not  erow  older,  and  his  laugh  oontinues 
so  attractive  and  joyous.  It  is  a  great  honor  to  be  able  to  call 
^iirsdf  the  ttksDd  of  one  who,  üke  '  the  Bride  of  the  ISlile/ 
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was  rescued  f  rom  ceriain  death,  and  of  another  who  was  saved 
iroin  thu  moot  tcrribleof  all  curses,  like  theyoung  Mukaiikas.'* 
Until  the  present  day  '*  tho  Bride  of  the  Niio"  has  never 
been  forgotten  for,  upon  the  night  before  the  stream  is  ex- 
pected  to  lise,  at  Cairo,  the  city  which  occupies  the  eite  of 
»ndent  Memphis^  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  Fostat 
that  was  founded  by  Amr,  erery  year  its  Citizens  set  up  oq  the 
Wnka  of  the  gtream  a  clay  fignre  bearing  tho  form  of  a 
wonum,  and  they  call  it Anue^^'  tiiat  ia,    The  Bnde.^' 
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